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This  book  is  intended  ckiefly  for  those  wbo^  without  desiring 
to  become  botanists  by  profession,  wish  nevertheless  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  elements  of  scientific  structural 
botany.  It  will  likewise  introduce  the  beginner  to  the  various 
methods  of  microscopical  manipulation. 

The  study  of  vegetable  structure  is  especially  favourable  as 
an  initiation  into  the  use  of  the  microscope;  and  any  one 
whose  future  career  will  require  command  over  this  instru- 
ment should  commence  with  the  study  under  the  microscope 
of  vegetable  anatomy. 

The  manual  is  divided  into  thirty-two  chapters,  each  of 
which  is  intended  to  provide  materials  for  several  hours’  prac- 
tical work  in  the  laboratory.  The  earlier  chapters  are  easy, 
and  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  increase  almost  con- 
tinuously up  to  the  last  chapter.  The  first  chapter  assumes 
on  the  part  of  the  worker  entire  ignorance  as  to  the  use  of 
his  instruments,  but  nevertheless  assumes  the  possession  of 
some  general  botanical  knowledge.  With  this  elementary  pre- 
paration the  beginner  ought  to  be  able,  by  the  diligent  use 
of  this  book  alone,  to  acquire  a tolerably  broad  knowledge 
both  of  vegetable  structure  and  of  the  methods  of  micro- 
scopical work. 

The  objects  for  study  have  been  so  selected  that  most  can 
be  obtained  with  comparative  ease.  In  many  places  I have 
recommended  the  use  of  plants  preserved  in  alcohol,  as  the 
worker  is  thus  rendered  independent  of  the  time  of  year.  As, 
however,  the  objects  may  need  to  be  collected  even  months 
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TREFACE  BY  THE  AUTHOR. 

before  being  used,  the  student  ought  carefully  to  consult  a 
special  list  of  plants  or  portions  of  plants  needed  for  his  work, 
and  which  ought  to  be  collected  at  some  given  time  or  con- 
dition. Not  infrequently  the  objects  need  to  undergo,  in 
order  to  make  them  fit  for  use,  some  preliminary  preparation, 
which  may  take  several  hours,  or  even  a day.  The  student 
ought  therefore  to  take  cognisance  of  lesson  a sufficiently 
long  time  before  commencing  work. 

The  list  of  necessary  reagents  will  be  found  at  the  end  of 
the  book.  These  reagents  should  be  ready  before  beginning 
work.  The  method  of  preparation  of  special  reagents  for 
histological  work  is  also  given  in  this  list.  Many  of  these 
it  is  preferable  to  obtain  ready-made  from  the  firm  mentioned 
at  the  head  of  the  list. 

The  explanations  and  illustrations  of  the  use  of  the 
instruments  and  reagents  are  scattered  in  the  text;  but  the 
general  index  is  made  so  far  complete  as  to  enable  the  student 
easily  to  refer  to  any  explanations  which  may  be  necessary. 

I have  given  especial  care  to  the  methods  of  study  of  the 
Bacteria;  with  the  preparation  which  this  book  gives,  the 
student  will  be  capable  of  following  out  any  deeper  researches 
into  this  subject,  as  well  as  of  realizing  their  practical  appli- 
cation. 

All  the  figures  in  this  work  have  been  drawn  by  myself 
from  nature.  Almost  all  of  the  facts  given  in  the  text,  even 
those  which  were  well  known,  have  been  submitted  to  careful 
control. 

At  the  close  of  each  chapter  are  given  some  bibliographical 
notes,  which  show  the  student  the  fountain-head  whence 
fuller  information  can  be  obtained. 


Ed.  Strasburger. 


PREFACE  TO  THE  ENGLISH  EDITION. 


Although  the  last  two  or  three  years  have  produced  at  least 
as  many  works  on  Practical  Botany  for  Laboratory  purposes, 
no  apology  is  needed  for  reproducing  from  the  German  one 
which  has  no  counterpart  in  the  English  language,  and  which 
has  the  advantage  of  being  written  by  one  of  the  greatest 
living  masters  of  microscopical  observation. 

Although  Professor  Strasburger  has  revolutionized  the 
science  of  Botany  in  more  than  one  direction,  no  work  of  his 
has  as  yet  come  before  an  English  public  in  its  own  tongue; 
but  it  is  perhaps  not  unfitting  that  the  Author’s  first  introduc- 
tion to  the  English-reading  student  should  be  in  the  role  of 
teacher  of  those  arts  of  manipulation  and  observation  by  the 
exercise  of  which  his  own  fame  has  been  gained. 

This  edition  has  the  advantage  of  revision  and  of  numerous 
additional  notes  by  the  Author ; some  portions  have  been  well- 
nigh  rewritten.  To  these  I have  ventured  to  add  notes  of  my 
own,  intended  to  either  simplify  or  amplify  the  description, 
or  to  enable  the  material  selected  by  the  Author  to  be  re- 
placed by  some  other,  probably  more  readily  obtainable. 
These  additions  have  been  either  inserted  as  footnotes,  or, 
where  intercalated  in  the  text,  are  usually  inserted  between 
square  brackets  [ ] . The  Introduction  I have,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Author,  nearly  rewritten,  in  order  to  make  it  more 
suited  to  the  English  student ; similarly  with  a few  other 
isolated  paragraphs.  A few  additional  illustrations  I have 
been  enabled  to  add,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Publishers; 
descriptions  of,  and  references  to,  these  are  likewise  enclosed 
in  brackets.  To  make  the  book  more  conveuient  in  use,  I 
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have  given  at  the  head  of  each  chapter  (task,  or  lesson,  in 
the  original)  a list  of  the  objects  required  for  study  in 
that  chapter.  I regret  that  I did  not  add  to  these  lists  any 
special  reagents  which  might  be  required  for  use ; possibly  a 
future  edition  may  give  opportunity  for  this. 

I have  considerably  enlarged  the  scope  of  Appendices  II. 
and  III.,  and  have  added  two  new  Appendices,  I.  and  IV., 
which  I hope  may  be  useful  to  the  student.  Throughout  the 
work  I have  likewise  added  the  common  English  names  (if 
any)  of  the  plants  referred  to. 

The  student  will  probably  not  be  able  to  carry  out  all  the 
investigations  constituting  a chapter  at  the  same  time.  A 
careful  note  should  be  made  of  any  which  are  thus  postponed, 
so  that  they  may  be  taken  up  in  due  season.  It  is  not  un- 
likely that  some  may  not  come  at  all  within  the  range  of  the 
student’s  observation ; for  these  examples  the  book  must  be 
looked  upon  in  the  light  of  a text-book. 

The  student  is  earnestly  urged  to  study  from  the  beginning 
the  Author’s  methods  of  work.  These  are  especially  note- 
worthy when  he  comes,  perhaps  incidentally,  to  correlate 
structure  with  function.  The  interdependence  of  these  two 
factors  in  the  plant’s  life  history  is  the  great  underlying 
principle  of  modern  botanical  teaching,  and  the  student 
cannot  too  soon  begin  to  exercise  his  thoughts  in  this  direc- 
tion, resting  assured  that  his  methods  are  right  even  though 
his  results  may  for  the  time  being  prove  to  be  erroneous. 

As  to  translation,  no  one  can  feel  so  fully  as  myself  its 
many  and  serious  defects.  I can  only  plead  that  the  work 
was  executed  at  a time  of  serious  pressure,  and,  although  cir- 
cumstances have  delayed  the  issue  of  the  book,  the  manuscript 
was  out  of  my  hands,  and  therefore  only  subject  to  such 
limited  correction  as  proof-sheets  would  allow. 

w.  n. 


Birmingham,  Sepiemhcr,  1880. 


PREFACE 


TO  THE 

SECOND  ENGLISH  EDITION. 


Although  anything  like  a complete  revision  of  the  text  has  been 
impracticable,  I have  been  enabled,  through  the  liberality  of  the 
Publishers,  to  make  several  considerable  and  important  additions 
both  to  the  text  and  figures  (mainly  derived  from  the  Second 
Edition  of  the  Botanisches  PracUcum),  and  the  chapters  upon 
“ Vascular  Bundles  ” and  “ Bacteria  ” have  been  to  some  extent 
re-written.  A list  of  the  most  important  of  these  changes  will  be 
found  on  page  xii.,  at  the  end  of  the  Contents.  I hope  that  these 
additions  will  still  further  enhance  the  utility  of  the  work  to 
those  for  whom  it  is  intended.  I have  likewise  made  a few  verbal 
and  other  corrections,  and,  after  much  hesitation,  have  eliminated 
the  square  brackets  wherever  this  has  been  feasible. 

I have  most  heartily  to  thank  many  correspondents  here,  in 
America,  and  elsewhere,  for  numerous  notes,  memoranda,  and 
criticisms.  Although  I may  not  at  present  have  been  able  to 
make  use  of  them,  these  suggestions  will  not  be  lost  sight  of; 
and  even  should  they  never  be  used,  I am  none  the  less  grateful 
for  the  kindly  spirit  which  has  prompted  their  transmission. 


August  1,  1889. 
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Students  at  Universities,  or  properly  equipped  Colleges,  or  Schools 
of  Science,  will  usually  find  in  the  Botanical  Laboratory  the  instru- 
ments which  are  needed  for  their  work.  For  those,  however,  who 
are  not  connected  with  such  an  institution,  but  may  use  this  book 
independently  as  an  introduction  to  the  practical  study  of  the 
minute  structure  of  plants,  as  well  as  those  who,  under  any 
circumstances,  wish  to  become  possessed  of  suitable  instruments 
for  microscojDical  work,  the  following  lists,  selected  from  the  most 
recent  catalogues  of  opticians,  may  be  of  service.  The  first  list 
here  following  includes  microscopes,  with  a price  (affixed)  ranging 
up  to  about  £S. 

I. — English  and  American  Mahers.  Some  of  these,  such  as  the 
well-known  firms  of  Boss  & Co.,  Powell  & Lealand,  B.  & J.  Beck, 
and  Zentmayer,  are  notably  dearer  than  many  other  English  and 
American,  and  than  most  foreign  makers,  and  therefore  probably 
for  student  purposes  are  less  available.  The  microscopes  built  on 
the  so-called  “ English  model  ” are  more  massive  and  complicated 
in  their  construction  than  is  really  necessary  for  student  purposes, 
and  the  object  on  the  stage  is  usually  moved  about  by  means  of  a 
mechanical  arrangement  of  screws,  where,  for  ordinary  purposes, 
the  fingers  had  far  better  be  used.  Further,  though  the  diameter 
of  the  body  of  the  English  microscope  may  be  an  advantage,  its 
length  is  doubtfully  so,  and  renders  the  erect  position  of  the 
instrument  in  working,  which  is  for  most  purposes  far  the  best 
(though  a joint  permitting  inclination  is  highly  desirable),  almost 
impossible.  The  distance  of  the  stage  from  the  eye  renders 
delicate  working  with  the  fingers  a matter  of  some  difficulty ; for 
it  is  notorious  that  the  nearer  the  fingers  are  to  the  eyes,  within 
certain  limits,  the  more  delicately  their  movements  can  be  con- 
trolled. These  makers  have,  however,  recognised  the  need  of 

instruments  of  more  compact  form,  simpler  construction,  and 
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lower  price,  and,  like  the  cheaper  English  makers  hereafter  noted, 
have  brought  out  instruments  suited  for  general  use  under  the 
name  either  of  “ Student’s,”  “ Educational,”  or  “ Economic  ” 
microscopes.  Of  such  kind  we  will  specially  indicate  a few.* 
These  will  be  exclusively  monocular ; binocular  microscopes  are 
in  no  way  needed. 

Ross  & Co.  (112,  l^ew  Bond  Street,  London)  produce  an 
instrument  of  high  quality  and  comparatively  low  price,  called 
the  “ Student’s  Microscope,”  with  rotating  glass  stage,  coarse  and 
fine  adjustment  by  screws,  and  a “ swinging  tail-piece  for  oblique 
illumination,”  originally  devised  by  Zentmayer,  of  Philadelphia, 
into  which  may  be  fixed  various  substage  appliances,  such  as 
condenser,  etc.  Price,  with  one  eye-piece  (A),  and  in  mahogany 
case,  £10  10s.  Another  cheaper  stand  is  the  “ Student’s  Mono- 
cular Stand,  Ro.  1,”  with  coarse  adjustment  by  sliding  the  tube, 
and  fine  adjustment  by  a screw,  circular  rotating  glass  stage,  and 
draw-tube  into  which  the  continental  eye-pieces  will  fit.  (This  is 
the  case  also  with  the  above  higher-priced  instrument.)  With  one 
eye-piece  the  price  of  this  stand  is  £4  IO5.;  a diaphragm  to  the  stage 
costs  8s.,  and  a case  for  the  microscope  11s.  extra.  Ross’s  best 
objectives  are  too  expensive  for  ordinary  student  use  ; he  offers 
some  for  the  above  microscope — e.g.  1 inch  of  15°  angular  aj^erture 
at  £1  5s.,  and  1 of  75°  for  £2  2s. ; or,  together  with  the  stand,  as 
above,  £8  16s.,  to  which  ought  to  be  added  a second  eye-piece, 
which  costs  £1.  For  15s.  extra  this  microscope  can  be  obtained 
with  screw  coarse  adjustment.  Instead  of  these  objectives,  the 
stand  as  above  can  be  fitted  with  objectives  by  other  makers. f 

R.  & J.  Beck  (68,  Cornhill,  London,  E.C.)  offer  a useful  in- 
strument under  the  name  of  the  “ Monocular  Economic  Micro- 
scope ” (No.  24,  Catalogue  1885),  having  coarse  adjustment  by 
sliding  tube,  fine  do.  by  screw,  drawtube,  1 eyepiece,  diaphragm. 


* For  further  information  and  particulars  the  reader  is  referred  to  any  of 
the  current  works  on  the  microscope,  such  as  those  of  Dr.  Lionel  Beale,  Dr. 
Jabez  Hogg,  and,  especially,  that  of  the  late  Dr.  Carpenter. 

t It  is  here  perhaps  desirable  to  note  that  all  English  objectives  are  made 
with  the  same  size  screw,  the  “ Microscopical  Society’s  Screw,”  known  abroad 
as  the  “ English  Screw,”  and  therefore  will  fit  any  English  instrument.  Foreign 
objectives,  if  instructions  are  given  to  that  effect,  are  likewise  made  with  this 
screw,  usually  with  an  extra  charge  of  but  a shilling  or  two,  sometimes  none. 
Foreign  microscopes  can  be  made  with  the  same  gauge,  or  provided  Avith 
adaptors.  It  is  not  improbable,  and  greatly  desirable,  that  the  English,  or 
some  other  standard,  screw  may  become  universal,  as  the  confusion  amongst 
foreign  makers  is  extreme.  At  the  same  time  all  of,  at  least,  the  smaller 
English  microscopes  would  be  better  made  for  eye -pieces  of  continental  sizej 
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1 inch  and  j inch  Object  glasses,  in  mahogany  case,  for  £5  5^. 
Without  objectives,  but  with  2 eye-j)ieces,  £3  10s.  To  this  can 
be  fitted  an  achromatic  condenser  for  £1  2s.,  and  other  pieces  of 
apparatus.  Beck’s  best  objectives  are  expensive;  but  he  con- 
structs good  student  glasses  at  a lower  rate. 

Amongst  the  cheaper  optical  firms,  we  may  mention  the 
following : — 

C.  Baker  (241  & 245,  High  Holbom,  London,  W.C.)  publishes 
a “ Medical  Microscope  ” on  the  old  continental  model  (of  Hachet 
& Hartnack),  with  draw-tube,  coarse  adjustment  by  sliding 
tube,  fine  by  screw,  and  2 eye-pieces,  in  mahogany  case,  for  £3  3s. 
With  1 inch  and  ^ inch  object-glasses  and  condenser  for  opaque 
objects,  £6  7s. 

Chas.  Collins  (157,  Gt.  Portland  Street,  Oxford  Street,  Lon- 
don, W.)  offers  a “Histological  Microscope,”  with  coarse  adjustment 
by  rackwork  or  by  sliding  tube,  fine  screw  adjustment,  one  eye- 
piece, 1 inch  and  \ or  \ objectives,  in  mahogany  case,  for  £5  10s.; 
or  with  extra  eye-piece,  polariscope  and  stage  condenser,  for 
£7  10s.  Also  a “ Student’s  Microscope  ” of  rather  larger  size, 
with  similar  fittings,  at  an  extra  cost  of  £1  10s. 

H.  Crouch  (66,  Barbican,  London,  E.C.)  publishes  “ The 
Histologist’s  Microscope,”  coarse  adjustment  by  sliding  in  cloth- 
lined  tube,  fine  by  screw,  glass  stage  with  diaphragm,  1 inch  and 

or  inch  objectives  and  2 eye-pieces,  in  mahogany  case,  for 
£5  5s.  A Stand  Condenser  can  be  added  for  8s.  OcZ.,  and  an 
Achromatic  Condenser  for  £1  Is. 

T.  Darton  & Co.  (45,  St.  John’s  Street,  West  Smithfield, 
London,  E.C.)  have  an  “Improved  Histological  Microscope,”  on 
much  the  same  model  as  that  of  Crouch,  with  di*aw-tube,  screw 
fine  adjustment,  2 eye-jheces,  inch  and  ^ inch  objectives,  glass 
stage,  in  mahogany  cabinet,  for  £5  5s.  Other  apparatus  can  be 
fitted. 

Parkes  & Son  (St.  Mary’s  Row,  Birmingham)  offer  a “ Portable 
Educational  Microscope,”  a reliable  and  very  steady  instrument, 
with  coarse  adjustment  by  body  sliding  in  cloth-lined  tube,  fine  by 
screw,  draw-tube,  2 eye-pieces,  1 inch  objective,  separating  to  2 
inches,  ^ inch  ditto,  with  magnifying  power  ranging,  with  use  of 
draw-tube,  from  140  to  470  diametei'S  ; also  with  spot  lens,  con- 
denser on  jointed  arm  attached  to  the  stand,  diaphragm,  with  disc 
for  “ white-cloud  illumination,”  and  glass  stage,  in  mahogany 
case  with  leather  handle,  £6  10s.  If  with  inch  objective  instead 
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of  j,  increasing  magnifying  power  to  560  diameters,  5s.  extra;  or, 
instead,  with  inch,  magnifying  np  to  700  diameters,  £7.  The 
object-glasses  are  provided  with  a “ patent  sliding  adapter,” 
obviating  the  necessity  for  screwing  in  exchanging  one  glass  fov 
another  while  at  work.  A screw  nozzle  can  also  be  had  to  adapt 
it  for  all  other  objectives  with  the  English  screw.  An  achromatic 
condenser  can  be  supplied  adapted  for  it. 

PiLLisCHER  (New  Bond  Street,  London),  under  the  name  of 
“ International  Microscope,”  offers  a stand  on  the  old  continental 
model,  but  with  rackwork  coarse  adjustment,  2 eye-pieces,  -f  and 
-f  inch  objectives,  giving,  with  draw-tube,  a range  of  from  50  to 
420  diameters,  in  case,  for  £7  lOs, 

Swift  & Son  (81,  Tottenham  Court  Road),  under  the  name  of 
the  “ College  Microscope,  No.  1,”  offer  an  instrument  with  coarse 
adjustment  by  sliding  in  cloth-lined  tube,  fine  by  screw,  draw-tube 
(too  large  for  continental  eye-pieces),  diaphragm,  1 eye-piece, 
1 inch  and  j inch  objectives,  in  case,  for  £5  5s.  The  same  with 
screw  coarse  adjustment,  glass  stage,  and  jointed  mirror,  £1  10s. 
extra.  Achromatic  condenser,  12s.  to  £1  5s. 

Other  instruments  of  equal  excellence  with  the  above  are 
doubtless  manufactured  ; there  is  no  pretence  that  this  list  is 
complete,  nor  is  any  comparison  intended  to  be  instituted. 

German  Makers.  Of  these,  the  following  two  makers  may  he 
considered  typical : — 

Carl  Zeiss  (Jena).  Stand  VIIa,  with  3 eye-pieces.  Nos.  2,  4, 
and  5,  and  objectives  B and  D,  price  £7  13s.  This  stand  has  an 
unjointed  back,  sliding  tube  for  coarse  and  screw  for  fine  adjust- 
ment, and  swinging  mirror.  The  instrument  gives  a magnification 
from  95  to  580  diameters.  The  glasses  of  Zeiss  are  unsurpassed. 

E.  Leitz  (Wetzlar).  A stand  of  similar  model  to  that  of  Zeiss, 
with  eye-pieces  i,  and  iii,  and  objectives  3 and  7 (No.  17  in 
catalogue  of  1882),  and  magnifying  from  80  to  500  diameters, 
price  £5  IO5.  The  objectives  of  Leitz  are  low  in  price,  but  remark- 
ably good. 

Other  makers  are  Seibert  (Wetzlar),  B^NiiCHE  (Berlin),  Hart- 
NACK  (Potsdam),  Winkel  (Gottingen),  Plosl  & Co.  (Vienna), 
Re[CHERT  (Vienna)  ; all  good. 

French  Makers.  The  two  following  are  probably  the  best : — 

Bezu,  Hausser  & Co.  (Paris,  Rue  Bonaparte,  1,  successors  to  the 
old  house  of  Prazmowski,  formerly  Hartnack  & Prazmowski), 
Stand  VIII.,  eye-pieces  2 and  4,  objectives  4 and  8,  magnifying 
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50  to  600  diameters,  price  about  £8.  Stand  VIIIa,  the  same  as 
above,  but  with  jointed  back,  12.5.  extra, 

C.  Verick*  (Paris,  Rue  de  la  Parcheminerie,  2)..  Stand  VI.,  with 
jointed  back,  with  diaphragm  disk  and  draw- tube,  2 eje-pieces, 
1 and  3,  2 objectives,  2 and  6,  magnifying  60  to  500  diameters, 
price  165  - francs  (about  £6  125.)  ; or  Stand  IV.,  with  which 
achromatic  condenser  and  polariscope  can  be  used,  about  £2  more. 
These  two  instruments  are  now  very  widely  used  in  Prance. 

Most,  or  all,  of  the  above  makers,  English  and  foreign,  manufac- 
ture microscope  stands  of  cheaper  quality  than  the  above  ; it  must, 
however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  accurate  observation  needs  an 
instrument  which  is  capable  of  it,  and  while  there  is,  and  ought 
to  be,  every  desire  to  keep  the  cost  within  a reasonably  small  sum, 
true  economy  does  not  consist  in  purchasing  an  instrument  which 
may  be  a constant  source  of  dissatisfaction,  and  may  have  to  be 
discarded  when  the  student  emerges  from  his  swaddling  clothes. 
The  stand  which  is  purchased  ought  to  be  adapted  to  the  receipt 
of  optical  apparatus  other  than  the  simple  eye-piece  and  objective. 
It  should  have  a jointed  back,  and  be  thoroughly  steady  in  any 
position ; the  adjustment  should  be  easy  and  true,  and  if  the  body 
is  twisted,  any  object  observed  should  not  be  thrown  out  of  centre ; 
the  mirror  should  be  plane  and  concave,  and  should  have  a long 
jointed  arm;  and  the  stage  should  be  constructed  for  the  reception 
of  a condenser.  Still  more  essential  is  it  that  the  special  optical 
parts,  the  eye-pieces  and  objectives,  should  be  good.  They  should 
let  through  the  largest  possible  amount  of  light  (the  diaphragm 
will  easily  control  its  quantity  if  needed),  and  there  should  be  a 
complete  absence  of  colour,  both  round  the  exterior  of  the  field 
of  view,  and  round  any  object,  or  particles  of  dust,  in  focus.  The 
field  should  be  flat,  so  that  a small  object  moved  from  one  part 
to  another  alters  neither  in  distinctness,  form,  nor  size.  Lastly, 
the  objective  should  have  a fair  working  distance  from  the  object, 
or  the  thickness  of  the  cover-glass,  to  be  hereafter  noted,  may 
become  a matter  of  great  importance. 

In  all  these  points,  except  perhaps  accurate  centering,  the  stands 
of  English  makers  either  equal  or  excel,  price  for  price,  the  foreign 
stands ; while,  on  the  contrary,  price  for  price,  the  eye-pieces  and 
objectives  of  continental  makers  usually  are  far  superior  to  those 
made  by  the  English  opticians,  a superiority  probably  due  solely 
to  the  more  trained  skill  and  more  patient  accuracy  of  the  work- 
men. 

* Now  Stiasuio. 
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All  of  the  work  in  this  book,  perhaps,  with  the  excejDtion  of 
Chapter  XXI.,  can  be  performed  with  the  aid  of  objectives  np  to 
; but  the  student  who  has  gained  some  experience  will  probably 
wish  to  add  to  his  microscope  one  or  more  stronger  objectives,  in 
order  to  increase  the  range  of  his  work.  Increased  magnification 
can  be  obtained  by  increased  power  either  of  eye-piece  or  of 
object-glass.  All  the  objectives  we  have  heretofore  noted  are  what 
are  called  “ dry  ” systems,  since  they  are  used  for  work  in  a dry 
state,  and  a layer  of  air  separates  the  objective  from  the  object. 
“Dry”  objectives  of  high  power  are  subject  to  great  disadvantage 
from  the  serious  loss  of  light  their  use  involves.  The  light,  in 
passing  from  the  mirror  to  the  objective,  passes  in  the  first  place 
through  air ; then  the  object-slide,  next  the  object  and  the  medium 
in  which,  the  object  is  mounted,  which  may  be  glycerine,  water, 
alcohol,  etc.,  or  even  air ; then  through  the  cover-glass,  and  finally 
through  air  again.  In  every  one  of  these  changes  light  is  lost. 
Owiug  to  this  loss  of  light,  as  well  as  for  other  reasons,  it  is  not 
wise  to  use  high  power  eye-pieces  with  dry  objectives,  added  to 
which,  as  the  eye-piece  does  not  magnify  the  object,  but  only  the 
image  of  it  as  given  by  the  objective,  any  errors  of  this  latter  are 
likewise  magnified  by  the  eye-piece. 

To  obviate  in  part  this  loss  of  light,  what  are  called  “ immersion” 
objectives  have  been  for  the  last  few  years  much  in  use.  In  these 
objectives  the  cover-glass  and  the  front  lens  of  the  object-glass  are 
connected  by  a drop  of  liquid.  . Such  objectives  are  of  two  kinds ; 
“ water,”  in  which  that  is  the  liquid  used ; and  “ homogeneous,”  in 
which  the  liquid  is  in  general  oil,  or  a mixture  of  oils,  but  some- 
times is  glycerine,  etc.  The  homogeneous  immersion  objectives 
are  dearer,  less  readily  cleaned  after  use,  and  require  a supply  of 
the  special  fluid  for  which  they  are  manufactured ; but  on  the 
other  hand  they  transmit  more  light,  bear  a higher  eye-piece,  and 
are  independent  in  their  working  of  the  thickness  of  the  cover- 
glass.  Dry  objectives,  and  water-immersions,  of  high  power  are 
naturally  dependent  on  the  thickness  of  the  cover-glass  which 
the  light-rays  pass  through  after  leaving  the  object.  To  provide 
for  this,  they  are  usually  manufactured  also  with  “correcting 
screw,”  for  use  according  to  the  thickness  of  the  cover-glass,  and 
at  a somewhat  increased  price.  The  correcting  screw  accommodates 
the  objective  to  the  thickness  of  the  cover-glass  which  happens  to 
be  in  use,  but  a right  use  of  it  requires  considerable  experience, 
nor  is  it  usually  needed  with  any  of  the  weaker  immersion  systems. 
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An  immersion  objective,  witliout  correcting  screw,  is  made  to  suit 
a certain  medium  thickness  of  cover-glass,  which  is  usually  stated 
by  the  optician,  and  it  is  therefore  preferable  for  the  beginner,  if 
he  wants  such  an  objective,  to  use  with  it  cover-glasses  of  this 
definite  thickness.*  On  the  correcting  screw,  where  the  system 
has  it,  are  usually  divisions  and  figures,  which  allow  the  focussing 
for  any  given  thickness  of  cover- glass,  where  this  is  known. f 
But  whoever  does  not  fear  the  expense  would  do  well  to  provide 
himself  at  once  with  a system  for  ‘‘  homogeneous  immersion.” 
They  are  all  constructed  without  correcting  screw,  since,  as  already 
indicated,  the  thickness  of  the  cover-glass,  of  course  within  the 
permissible  limits,  is  of  no  importance.  By  selecting  a single  such 
objective,  say  and  purchasing  a series  of  eye-pieces,  one  can 
obtain  a range  of  possible  magnification  such  as  could  only  be  given 
by  several  water-immersions,  or  dry  objectives.  A system  for 
homogeneous  immersion,  provided  it  is  perfectly  constructed,  can  . 
therefore  replace  several  systems  of  another  kind.;}; 

Even  in  the  smallest  stands  mentioned  above,  objectives  for 
homogeneous  immersion  can  be  used  with  great  advantage  without 
any  special  apparatus  for  increasing  the  illumination ; but  the 
highest  capabilities  of  the  homogeneous  system  are  only  brought 
out  by  the  use  of  a sub-stage  achromatic  condenser.  Several  of 
the  stands  referred  to  above  have  sub- stage  condensers  constructed 
specially  for  them,  and  at  a cost  which,  for  these  small  micro- 
scopes, would  rarely  exceed  £1  IO5. 

Owing  to  the  prevalent  use  of  the  standard  screw  of  the  Royal 
Microscopical  Society  of  London,  objectives  of  one  maker  can  be 
attached  to  the  instrument  of  another.  Where  this  screw  is  not 
in  use  by  the  maker,  the  objective  can  have  an  adaptor  attached. 
A point  of  some  importance  to  English  purchasers  of  continental 
objectives  is  this the  customary  length  of  the  tube  of  the  micro- 
scope on  the  Continent  is  150  to  170  millimetres  (6  to  7 inches), 
and  the  objectives  are  constructed  to  suit  this  length.  If  the  tube 
exceeds  this  length,  it  should  be  stated  in  ordering  the  objectives, 
that  they  may  be  modified  to  suit.  This  is  especially  needed  in 
ordering  objectives  for  homogeneous  immersion.  All  the  micro- 
scope stands  mentioned  above  have  tubes  of  continental  length,  and 
most  of  continental  size. 

* On  this  subject  see  a note  on  page  xxii. 

+ Further  information  on  this  point  in  Chap.  XXI.,  p.  224. 

J Leitz,  of  Wetzlar,  produces  a -j'j  of  remarkable  excellence,  for  £6  IO3. 
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To  give  a theory  of  the  formation  of  the  microscopic  image  does 
not  come  'within  the  range  of  our  purpose,  and  for  this  we  would 
refer  to  text-books  on  Physics  and  to  special  works  on  the  miero- 
scope.  Our  task,  on  the  other  hand,  will  consist  in  making  the 
beginner  acquainted  with  the  most  important  facts  of  microscopical 
botany,  with  the  use  of  the  microscope,  and  with  microscopical 
manipulation.  This  instruction  will  be  given  by  studies  upon  the 
objects  themselves. 

Besides  the  compound  microscope  to  whieh  we  have  hitherto 
exclusively  referred,  a simple,  or  so-called  dissecting,  microscope 
is  also  more  or  less  necessary.  For  all  the  purposes  of  this  book, 
and,  indeed,  for  most  botanical  purposes,  whether  in  anatomy  or 
morphology,  a dissecting  microscope  of  very  simple  construction 
is  all  that  is  needed.  Most  such  instruments  are  unnecessarily 
complex  and  expensive.  Some,  for  instance,  are  constructed  to 
magnify  up  to  60,  80,  or  even  100  diameters  ; if  such  magnifying 
power  is  needed,  the  low  power  of  the  compound  microscope  will 
do  equally  well,  dissecting  being  done  upon  the  stage,  but  the 
arms  being  carefully  supported.  The  following  are  a few  typical 
simple  mieroseopes,  any  one  of  which  would  suffice  : — 

Ross  & Co.’s  “ Magnifier  Stand,”  with  two  lenses  of  |-inch  and 
^-inch  foeus,  magnifying  20  and  40  linear,  in  flat  morocco  case, 
£2  2s.* 

C.  Collins,  “ Dissecting  Microscope,”  with  two  lenses,  to  be  used 
together  or  separately,  15s.  (No  arm-rests.) 

Parkes  & Son,  “ Simple  Microscope  ” (No.  5030),  on  jointed 
arm,  with  universal  movement,  15s.  * 

Swift  & Son,  “Simple  Dissecting  Microscope,”  with  three  lenses, 
18s.  * 

Zeiss,  “Small  Dissecting  Microscope”  (No.  117,  Catalogue  1885), 
18s.,  to  which  double  lenses,  magnifying  10,  15,  or  30  diameters,  at 
6s.  each  (Arm-resbs). 

The  student  can  entirely  dispense  with  a dissecting  microscope, 
and  dissect  upon  the  stage  of  his  larger  instrument ; but  as  the 
image  of  the  object  is  inverted,  and  any  movements  he  may  make 
are  likewise  reversed,  he  would  probably  be  at  first  somewhat 
perplexed.  Practice  will  overcome  this  difficulty ; or  it  can  be 
cleared  away  at  once  by  purchasing  an  “ erector  ” for  insertion  in 

• In  these  instruments  the  object  is  dissected  on  the  table,  or  in  any  other 
convenient  place.  Those  not  marked  have  a special  stage,  with  or  without  arm- 
rests, as  indicated.  See  also  p.  21  et  seq. 
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tlie  draw-tube,  costing  usually  10s.  or  10s.  6d. , It  is  desirable 
likewise  to  have  a low  power  objective,  e.g.,  2-incb  or  l|-incb, 
though  dissection  Avith  the  1-inch  is  perfectly  simple.  The  lowest 
power  eye-piece  should  be  used.  Dissection  under  the  compound 
microscojDe  has,  with  very  small  objects,  this  further  advantage, 
that  there  is  no  chance  of  losing  them  in  removing  from  one  in- 
strument to  the  other.  To  this  may  be  added  perhaps  another 
advantage,  in  that  the  working-table  is  not  cumbered  with  an 
extra  instrument.  For  dissecting  with  the  microscope  the  Avrists 
must  be  supported  on  a level  with  the  object,  or  slightly  beloAv  it. 
Some  dissecting  microscopes  have  arm-rests  for  this  purpose ; 
blocks  of  Avood  of  proper  height,  or  even  stacks  of  books  Avill 
answer  admirably. 

A very  necessary  adjunct  for  microscopical  work  is  a good 
magnifying  lens,  as  it  is  often  desirable  first  of  all  to  study  an 
object  with  it,  afterwards  using  the  microscope.  The  lenses 
of  the  dissecting  microscope  can  be  used  as  hand  magnifiers,  and 
low  poAver  objectives  likewise  make  good  hand  lenses.  It  is 
worth  while, however,  to  get  a lens  magnifying  about  six  diameters; 
very  convenient  are  the  triplets,  three  lenses  in  a tortoise-shell 
case,  usable  separately  or  together,  and  sold  at  a price  of  about 
Ss.  Qd.  Remarkably  beautiful  are  the  PJatyscopic  Lenses  of 
Browning  (63,  Strand,  London,  W.C.),  magnifying  15,  20,  or  30 
diameters,  price  IBs.  Qd.  each,  and  the  Aplanatic  Lenses  of  Zeiss, 
magnifying  6,  10,  or  20  diameters,  price  125.  or  15s.  each. 

As  it  is  desirable  that  the  student  should  from  the  first  begin  to 
draw  the  objects  he  examines  (practical  instruction  in  Avhich  will 
be  found  on  p.  30  et  seq.),  it  is  desirable  that  he  should  have  some 
form  of  drawing  instrument  to  facilitate  his  work.  DraAving  can, 
it  is  true,  be  done  without  any  such  aid,  but  is  more  difficult.  An 
apparatus  for  drawing  (camera  lucida)  is  constructed  either  for 
use  with  the  body  of  the  microscope  placed  horizontally,  or  placed 
vertically.  Practically  the  latter  is  much  preferable.  Every 
microscope  maker  has  appliances  of  his  CAvn  make,  but  they  A^ary 
very  much  in  real  utility.  Probably  the  best  in  existence  are  tAvo 
made  by  Zeiss,  the  new  camera  lucida  of  Abbe,  price  305.,  or  the 
camera  lucida  Avith  two  prisms,  price  215.  The  former  is  specially 
constructed  for  the  eye-piece  No.  2 of  Zeiss,  and  is  mounted  upon 
it ; it  permits  drawing  upon  a horizontal  surface ; during  observa- 
tion it  is  removed.  The  second  is  slipped  by  means  of  a ring  upon 
the  tube  or  the  eye- piece  (any  eye-piece  of  continental  size)  ; it 
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requires  an  inclined  surface  for  drawing,  but  lias,  however,  the 
advantage  that  it  is  always  kept  upon  the  microscope,  and  during 
the  observation  is  only  pushed  on  one  side.  Both  apparatus  re- 
quire drawing  desks,  Abbe’s  camera  a horizontal  one,  the  drawing 
prism  one  inclined  about  25°.  The  height  of  the  desk  should  in 
general  correspond  with  the  height  of  the  stage  of  the  microscope. 
In  specially  long  or  shortsighted  observers,  it  should  be  arranged 
according  to  the  distance  of  distinct  vision. 

Most  English  opticians  supply  drawing  prisms  of  one  kind  or 
another,  capable  of  satisfactory  work.  None,  however,  in  my 
experience,  equal  those  of  Zeiss. 

A stage  micrometer  is  likewise  necessary.  This  can  be  obtained 
from  most  opticians  at  a cost  of  from  5s.  to  10s.,  and  ruled  up  to 
YoVo  inch.  - Zeiss  has  one  at  10s.  ruled  to  of  a milli- 
metre, i.e.,  about  -2tVo  inch. 

Any  steady  table  can  be  used  by  the  microscopist  for  working, 
but  it  should  be  looked  to  that  it  is  not  too  small,  and  not  polished 
or  varnished  on  its  surface.  This  surface  is  best  painted  a dull, 
dark  colour.  The  table  is  so  placed  that  the  microscope  is  about, 
or  somewhat  less  than,  two  yards  from  the  window. Any  position 
of  the  window  is  good  which  allows  a free  outlook.  From  direct 
sunlight  we  protect  ourselves  by  a white  roller  blind,  which  is  best 
made  of  tracing-linen.  The  dazzling  white  light  which  we  obtain 
. when  the  direct  sunlight  plays  upon  the  blind  gives  the  most 
favourable  conditions  for  observation  with  high  powers. 

. The  necessary  object  slides  and  cover-glasses  can  be  obtained  of 
most  opticians.  The  former  are  procurable  with  either  ground  or 
. unground  edges  at  a cost  of  about  4s.  6d.  or  3s.  6<i.  per  gross,  re- 
spectively. They  are  three  inches  long  by  one  broad.  The  cover- 
glasses  for  ordinary  observation  should  be ' about  |-inch  square  ; 
but  the  observer  should  also  have  larger  ones  for  specially  large 
objects,  and  also  others  somewhat  smaller  (|-inch  square)  which 
will  usually  suffice  for  permanent  preparations.  If  we  use  power- 
ful objectives,  it  will  be  best  to  obtain  these  cover-glasses  of 
\ definite  thickness.  For  the  beginner,  this  is  not  of  special  import- 
, ance ; but  the  more  advanced  student  will  find  it  advisable  to 
procure  both  object-slides  and  cover-glasses  of  a definite  thick- 
ness, * 

* The  latter,  curiously  enouf^h,  are  difficult  to  obtain  in  England,  where,  never- 
theless, they  are  mostly  made,  and  I get  them  from  P.  Stender,  in  Leipzig, 

• Konigstrasse  11.  They  are  18  mm.  square,  lettered  “ C,”  at  a price  of  2».  6d. 

’ ® See  note  on  page  xxiv. 
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Further  necessary  are  • some  .plane-  and  some  hollow- ground 
. razors ; a fine  and  a coarse  pair  of  steel  forceps ; a finely  pointed 
pair  of  dissecting  scissors,  for  which  fine  embroidery  scissors  will 
.serve;  a pair  of  needle-holders,  somewhat  after  the  fashion  of 
crochet  needle-holders,  bnt  so  arranged  that  they  will  hold  the  finest 
needles  firmly ; Engdish  needles  from  No.  8 upwards,  for  these 
holders  ; some  scalpels,  some  fine  painting  brushes,  a small  vice, 
such  as  used  by  watchmakers ; some  pij)ettes,  glass  tubes,  and 
glass  rods ; watch  glasses  of  various  sizes,  and  glass  disks  of  suit- 
, able  sizes  for  covering  them;  low  glass  bell-jars  (receivers),  in 
order  to  be  able  to  fit  up  moist  chambers ; zinc  frames,  somewhat; 
as  represented  in  half -size  in  Fig.  1,  on  which  to  place  the  object- 
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slides  under  the  bell-jars;*  two  bell-jars  of  suitable  height,  under 
which  to  -be  able  to  place  respectively  the  compound  and  the 
simple  microscope ; and  lastly,  elder-pith.  For  working,  a tumbler 
of  clean  spring  water  is  needed ; a saucer  is  useful  for  dirty  slides. “ 
The  list  of  the  necessary  reagents  is  to  be  found  at  the  end 
of  this  book.  Where  the  word  “ alcohol,”  or  “ spirit  ” and  not 
“ absolute  alcohol,”  is  used,  strong  methylated  spirits  can  always 
be  understood  and  is  far  cheaper. 

For  the  preservation  of  permanent  preparations,  many  kinds  of 
cabinets  and  cases  are  advertised.  It  is  very  important  to  re- 

per  100.  They  are  in  square  boxes,  are  very  light,  and  come  readily  by  post. 
Smaller  sizes  can  be  obtained,  c.g.  15  mm.  square,  lettered  “ C,”  at  2s.  per  100. 
These  are  all  010  mm.  thick.  At  0-15  mm.  (B)  thick  these  sizes  are  2s.  3d.  and 
Is.  9d.  respectively. 

* Slides  can  be  also  left  upon  these  frames  to  dry,  after  permanent  mount- 
ing. If  the  frames  cannot  be  kept  perfectly  steady,  the  slides  may  wriggle  olf 
in  time;  to  prevent  this,  sheets  of  paper  yinch  wider  than  the  frame  can  be 
bent  over  them  on  each  stage,  and  tbe  slides  laid  across  these.  By  using 
blotting  paper  for  these  sheets,  keeping  wet,  the  bell-jar  can  be  converted  into 
a convenient  moist  chamber  for  a number  of  slide  cultures  at  room  temperature. 

See  note  on  page  xxiv. 
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member  that  the  objects  should  be  kept  in  a horizontal  position, 
and  should  be  capable  of  ready  supervision. 


NOTES  TO  THE  INTEODUCTION. 

' From  the  special  point  of  view  of  botanists  : Naegeli  und  Schwendener, 
“Das  Mikroskop,”, 2 Edit.,  1877',  Dippel,  “Das  Mikroskop,”  2 Edit.,  1882;  and 
Grundziige  der  allgemeinen  Mikroskopie,”  1885 ; Behrens,  “ Hilsbuch  im 
Botanischen  Laboratorium,”  1883. 

[Carpenter,  “ The  Microscope,”  6 Edit.,  1881.] 


In  changing  the  objective  in  use  from  high  to  low  power,  or 
vice  versa,  much  time  and  inconvenience  is  spared  by  the  use  of  a 
“ Nose-piece.”  This  is  screwed  into  the  end  of  the  microscope- 
tube,  where  the  objective  is  usually  placed,  and  is  provided  with 
apertures  into  which  two  or  more  objectives  can  be  screwed ; and, 
by  rotating  these  on  a centre,  any  one  can  be  brought  into  a line 
with  the  tube  of  the  microscope.  The  best  and  cheapest  are  those 
of  Zeiss,  for  2 objectives,  205. ; for  3 objectives,  27s.  Both  of 
these  are  constructed  with  the  “ Eng-lish  screw.” 


[Note  to  page  xxii.] 

® In  using  the  microscope  with  light  taken  from  a window,  light  coming 
from  any  other  direction  should  be  avoided.  If  a wliite  roller  blind  is  used  to 
pass  direct  sunlight  through,  the  eyes  should  be  protected  in  some  way  from 
the  direct  action  of  the  light. 

[Note  to  page  xxiii.  ] 

“ For  transferring  sections  from  fluid  to  a slide  the  camel-hair  brushes  can 
be  used  as  described  on  page  17  ; or  a simple"  section  lifter  ” can  be  made  from  ' 
a straight  piece  of  stout  copper  wire  4 or  5 inches  long,  by  beating  out  thin 
about  half  an  inch  or  so  of  one  end,  cutting  the  edge  smooth  with  scissors, 
and  then  bending  the  wire  at  about  ^ inch  above  the  broadened  part  to  an  angle 
of  about  135°. 


' 


' i 


I 


•\  * 


A. 


■J‘  • 


^ 


\ 


IHE  COMPOUND  MICROSCOPE. 


1 
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USE  OF  THE  MICROSCOPE.  STRUCTURE  OF  STARCH. 

Material  Wanted. 

Potato,  fresh. 

Potato  starch,  air-dry. 

Bean  meal,  air-dry. 

East  Indian  Arrowroot  {Curcuma  leucorrliiza). 

West  Indian  Arrowroot  {Maranta). 

Grains  of  Wheat. 

Grains  of  Oat. 

Stem  of  the  Sun  Spurge  {Euphorbia  helioscopia)  and  of  E.  splendens, 
fresh.  (Other  species  can  replace  these  if  necessary.) 

We  will  first  obtain  information  about  the  separate  parts  of  the 
compound  microscope  (Fig.  2,  p.  2),  and  for  this  purpose  we  select 
Stand  Ho.  VII.  A of  the  manufacture  of  Zeiss  of  Jena.*  Upon 
this  stand  we  distinguish  the  horse-shoe  foot  (/s),  the  supporting 
pillar  (sZ),  the  stage  (oZ),  the  body  or  guiding  sheath  {fh'),  the 
tube  (Z),  the  mirror  (s),  and  the  micrometer  screw  (m). 

The  mirror-frame  (s')  combines  two  miiTors,  that  on  the  one  side 
plane,  on  the  other  side  concave.  The  former  we  use  with  weak 
the  latter  with  strong  enlargement,  or  magnification.  The  mirror- 
arm  is  usually  hinged,  and  sometimes  jointed,  so  that  it  can  be 
placed  obliquely  below  the  stage  for  oblique  illumination.  The 
beginner  should  always  see  that  the  mirror  is  directly  below  the 
aperture  in  the  stage.  The  stage  is  pierced  in  its  centre  by  a 
circular  ajoerture,  which  is  intended  to  give  passage  to  the  light 
refiected  from  the  mirror.  Under  this  opening  are  found  the 
cylinder  diaphragms.  They  are  fixed  in  a carrier,  which  can 

• I retain  this,  with  modifications,  as  it  matters  little  on  what  instrument 
(provided  it  is  of  simple  construction)  the  mode  of  use  is  described.  As  this 
particular  instrument  is  not,  and  is  not  likely  to  be,  largely  used  in  England,  I 
have  added  some  supplementary  paragraphs  on  the  students’  microscopes  more 
commonly  in  use  here.  [Ed.] 
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be  witbdrawn  laterally  from  the  stage,  and  in  which  can  be  set  dia- 
phragms of  various  widths,  provided  with  the  instrument.  With 
the  help  of  these  diaphragms  we  regulate  the  illumination  accord- 
ing to  necessity,  a diaphragm  with  a small  aperture  allowing  littlo 


Fig.  2.— Stand  No.  VII.  A of  Zeiss,  with  prism  for  drawing,  cl,  one-third  actual  size ; /s, 
foot ; si',  lower,  si",  upper  part  of  the  pillar ; ot,  stage ; cb,  cylinder-diaphragms ; fd,  clips ; 
s,  mirror ; m,  micrometer  screw  for  fine  adjustment  ; fh,  guiding  sheath  for  t,  tube ; ob, 
objective;  oc,  eye-piece. 

light  to  pass  through,  and  so  on  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the 
opening.  Some  of  the  stands  of  the  same  maker  have,  in  place  of 
the  cylinder-diaphragms,  an  arched  excentrically  fixed  diaphragm 
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disk,  which  is  rotated  in  order  to  bring  different  sized  apertures 
into  the  optical  axis  of  the  microscope.  This  is  the  kind  of 
diaphragm-wheel  which  is  provided  with  most  of  the  students’ 
microscopes  of  English  makers.  Though  not  perhaps  quite  so 
good,  it  is  more  convenient  in  use.  Best  of  all  is  what  is  called 
an  “ Iris  diaphragm,”  with  which,  by  simply  moving  a lever,  the 
size  of  the  aperture  can  be  regulated  at  pleasure,  and  with  the 
utmost  nicety.  Upon  the  stage  are  clips  (fd),  which  serve  to 
keep  the  object  in  position  during  examination,  and  are  parti- 
cularly necessary  where  the  instrument  is  used  in  the  sloping 
position.  If  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  we  will  first  remove  these. 
The  tube  (t)  is  movable  in  its  guiding-sheath  (fh)  which  is  often 
lined  with  cloth  to  make  the  movement  easier.  In  larger  stands 
the  sheath  is  wanting,  and  the  tube  is  raised  and  lowered  by  rack 
and  pinion  movement.  Most  of  the  better  makes  of  English 
student  microscopes  have  this  rack  and  pinion  coarse  adjustment, 
and,  for  a small  sum,  most  of  those  which  are  without  it  can  be 
provided  with  it.  It  is,  however,  a doubtful  advantage  for  the 
learner.  The  chances  of  accident  with  its  use  are  perhaps  numeri- 
cally fewer,  but  when  they  do  occur  they  are  more  serious.  We 
withdraw  the  tube  from  the  sheath  and  screw  into  its  lower  end 
the  weak  objective,  about  B of  Zeiss,  3 of  Leitz,  or  half-inch  of 
English  make.  This  will  vary  with  the  microscope.  As  seen  in 
the  Introduction,  the  English  microscopes  are  usually  supplied 
with  I inch  and  j inch  objectives.  A much  preferable  com- 
bination would  be  a I and  inch.  In  purchasing  it  would  be 
easy  to  arrange  this.  In  microscopes  provided  with  rack  and 
pinion  movement,  the  tube  is  not  withdrawn,  but  raised  suffi- 
ciently above  the  stage  to  allow  the  objective  to  be  screwed  in. 
The  relative  power  of  the  objectives  can  always  be  told  by  the 
comparative  sizes  of  the  front  lenses  ; the  weakest  power  has  the 
largest  lens.  We  now  replace  the  tube  in  the  sheath,  and  ap- 
proach the  objective  so  near  the  stage  that  it  is  only  removed 
from  it  by  somewhere  over  a quarter  of  an  inch.  In  the  upper  end 
of  the  tube  we  place  the  eye-piece,  No.  2,  or  whatever  our  lowest 
power  eye-piece  may  be.  This  likewise  may  be  judged  by  the  size 
of  the  glass.  English  eye-pieces  are  usually  lettered.  It  is  on  the 
whole  desirable  to  use  for  general  purposes  the  lower  (weaker)  eye- 
piece of  the  instrument  of  any  maker.  The  drawing  prism  found 
over  the  eye-piece  in  tlie  figure  we  pass  over  for  the  present.  We 
place  our  instrument  opposite  to  a window,  and  at  a distance  of 


4 


HOW  TO  USE  THE  MICROSCOPE. 


about,  or  somevvliat  under,  a couple  of  yards  from  it.  While  we 
now  look  down  through  the  eye-piece,  we  change  with  the  fingers 
the  inclination  of  the  mirror  until  the  field  of  view  of  the  micro- 
scope appears  to  us  bright  and  equally  illuminated.  In  this  we 
have  to  take  care  that  the  mirror  is  not  (as,  for  example,  it  looks  in 
the  figure)  pushed  forwards  or  laterally  out  of  the  axis  of  the 
instrument,  as  we  propose  to  observe  by  direct  (not  oblique)  illu- 
mination. On  the  other  hand,  in  this  stand  and  in  most  English 
stands,  we  can,  according  as  required  by  the  strength  of  the  light, 
slide  the  mirror  on  its  bearer  upwards  or  downwards  in  the 
optical  axis  of  the  instrument,  thereby  approaching  it  more  nearly 
to  the  stage,  or  removing  it  therefrom.  The  majority  of  English 
microscopes,  instead  of  being  supported  on  a single  pillar  (sV)  as 
in  Fig.  2,  have  the  body  swung  between  two  uprights,  between 
which  it  is  hinged,  much  as  in  Fig.  81,  in  Chap.  XXI.  hereafter. 
This  gives  greater  possibilities  from  the  point  of  view  of  illumina- 
tion, has  other  advantages,  and  in  the  large  “ English  stands,” 
properly  so  called,  is  a necessity  for  observation.  The  learner  is, 
however,  strongly  urged  to  learn  to  work  with  the  instrument 
erect.  The  clips,  then,  are  unnecessary  for  ordinary  work.  With 
a sloping  stage,  some  appliance  for  keeping  the  object-slide  in 
position  is  a necessity. 

An  object-slide  is  now  wiped  clean,  and  ujDon  it,  by  means  of  a 
glass  rod,  a drop  of  spring  water  is  placed. 

We  will  now  commence  with  the  investigation  of  a potato 
tuber.  We  cut  this  through  with  a pocket  knife,  and  transfer  a 
little  of  the  sap  which  exudes  from  the  cut  surface  into  the  drop 
of  water  by  means  of  the  same  knife.  We  then  cover  the  drop 
with  a cover-glass.  This  must  also  have  been  previously  cleaned 
with  special  care.  It  is  done  best  flat  between  the  fingers  with 
pieces  of  old  linen.*  The  cover-glass  must  be  laid  on  as  care- 
fully as  possible,  so  as  to  exclude  air  from  underneath  it.  For 
laying  on,  it  can  be  held  between  the  index-finger  above,  and  a 

* This  operation  is  not  so  simple  as  it  seems.  If  the  cover-glasses  are  thin 
they  are  very  readily  broken.  The  method  I have  found  least  destructive  for 
learners  is  to  hold  the  cover-glass  by  its  edges  between  thumb  and  index-finger 
of  one  hand.  Having  slightly  damped  the  same  fingers  of  the  other  hand 
make  a fold  in  a piece  of  silk,  with  the  damp  fingers  flat  above  and  below  it, 
slip  the  glass  horizontally  between,  and  gently  rub  the  silk-covered  fiugers  to 
and  fro  over  its  two  surfacfs.  The  silk  will  cling  to  the  slightly  damp  fingers, 
and  the  j>rocess  becomes  easy.  Some  use  little  pads  between  which  the  cover* 
glass  is  placed,  and  the  pads  then  moved  about  over  its  surfaces.  [Ed.] 


HOW  TO  USE  THE  MICROSCOPE. 


5 


needle  underneath  it.  By  gradually  withdrawing  the  latter  when 
the  cover  touches  the  drop  of  water,  it  is  lowered  into  its  place. 
If  the  drop  is  of  proper  size,  no  water  will  flow  out  from  the  side 
of  the  cover-glass.  The  size  of  the  drop  has  usually  to  he  calcu- 
lated from  the  point  of  view  of  (1)  the  size  of  the  cover-glass,  and 
(2)  the  thickness  of  the  preparation  to  he  covered.  Here  the 
latter  does  not  come  into  the  calculation.  If  water  does  flow  out 
it  can  be  removed  with  blotting-paper,  or  it  is  better  to  make  a 
second  prej>aration,  as  in  this  case  most  of  the  grains  which  we 
wish  to  observe  will  be  sucked  out  by  the  blotting-paper. 

We  now  place  our  preparation  on  the  stage  of  the  microscope, 
so  that  the  object  lies  over  the  centre  of  the  stage-aperture.  In 
order  to  focus  correctly,  we  first  slide  the  tube,  carefully  con- 
trollinsf  its  motion,  so  far  downwards  that  it  almost  touches  the 
object.  Then,  while  at  the  same  time  looking  through  the  eye- 
piece, we  move  the  tube  as  slowly  as  possible  upwards.  This 
movement  is  best  combined  with  a twisting  of  the  tube  inside 
the  body-sheath.  Soon  the  moment  arrives  when  the  previously 
invisible  object  begins  to  show  itself  in  the  form  of  small  grains. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  find  we  have  removed  the  objective 
(object-glass)  more  than  about  |-inch  from  the  object-slide,  with- 
out having  caught  sight  of  the  grains,  these  either  do  not  lie  in 
the  field  of  view  of  the  microscope,  or  we  have  raised  the  tube 
too  quickly,  and  so  overlooked  the  rapidly  appearing  and  equally 
rapidly  disappearing  object.  We  must  not  then  attempt  by 
sliding  the  tube  downwards  to  find  the  object,  as  thereby  we 
should  run  into  the  danger  of  breaking  the  cover-glass,  injuring 
the  object,  and  destroying  the  objective  (object-glass)  ; instead, 
we  a second  time  slide  the  carefully  controlled  tube  so  far  down- 
wards that  it  almost  touches  the  object-slide,  and  begin  anew  to 
raise  the  tube,  more  slowly  than  before,  and  at  the  same  time 
looking  through  the  eye-piece.  If  this  also  should  not  realize 
our  purpose,  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  the  object  does  not  lie  in 
the  field  of  view,  and  must  be  looked  for  again  after  altering  the 
position  of  the  object-slide.  After  a short  time  it  will  happen 
in  all  cases  that  the  grains  appear  in  the  field  of  view,  and  we 
then  discontinue  sliding  the  tube,  •i.e.,  what  we  call  the  coarse 
adjustment,  and  attain  the  fine  adjustment  which  now  is  wanted 
by  the  aid  of  the  micrometer-screw  (m.  Fig.  2).  This  we  turn  in 
one  direction,  or,  in  case  the  object  thereby  is  made  more  indis- 
tinct, in  the  opposite  direction.  The  adjustment  (focussing)  is 
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perfect  when  the  fig’iii'e  appears  as  sharp  as  possible.  In  onr 
example  of  a microscope  stand  (Fig.  2),  the  micrometer-screw  is 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  jDillar  (si")  ; but  it  can  be  variously  placed 
according  to  the  make  of  the  instrument.  In  instruments  of 
larger  size,  as  in  many  English  students’  instruments,  the  coarse 
adjustment  is  not  effected  by  hand  and  sliding  tube,  but  by 
rack  work  and  pinion. 

After  we  have  determined  by  slight  magnification  the  existence 
of  small  grains  in  the  field  of  view  of  the  microscope,  and  have 
noted,  for  subsequent  use,  the  distance  of  this  weak  objective 
from  the  object,  -i.e.,  its  focal  or  working  distance,  we  leave  the 
object-slide  unmoved  upon  the  stage,  but  withdraw  the  tube  from 
its  guiding  sheath,  unscrew  the  weak  objective  and  screw  in  a 
strong’er  one,  in  no  case  as  yet  however  an  immersion  objective, 
but  rather  about  D of  Zeiss,  No.  7 of  Leitz,  or  a J or  inch  of 
the  English  makers.  We  then  replace  the  tube  in  its  sheath, 

and  push  it  down  so  far  that  once  more  the  objective  almost 
touches  the  cover  glass.  We  again  endeavour  to  catch  sight  of 
the  object  by  raising  the  tube  in  its  sheath.  With  a stronger 
magnification  it  must  however  be  withdrawn  far  more  slowly 
than  with  the  weaker.  As  the  preparation  has  lain  unmoved 
upon  the  stage  we  know  it  to  be  certain  that  the  object  will  be 
found  in  the  field  of  view  of  the  microscope.  When  the  grains 
have  become  visible  with  the  coarse  adjustment,  we  complete  the 
fine  focussing  (adjustment)  with  the  micrometer  screw.  We 
shall  find  that  the  working  or  focal  distance  of  the  stronger  objec- 
tive is  considerably  less  than  that  of  the  weaker  onOj  and  always 
less  in  proportion  as  the  objective  is  stronger. 

We  now  begin  the  actual  observation.  The  learner  should 
accustom  himself,  so  far  as  his  two  eyes  are  equally  good,  to 
observe  with  his  left  eye.  The  right  eye  is  thus  kept  free  and 
can  be  used  in  drawing  while  he  continues  to  observe  with  the 
left  eye.  Many  of  the  drawing  prisms  and  appliances  for  the 
microscope  are  moreover  constructed  for  the  left  eye  (as  shown 
in  Fig.  2)  ; and  those  who  work  with  the  right  eye  should  inti- 
mate it  on  ordering  such  drawing  prisms.  The  learner  should 
also  keep  open  the  eye  which  is  not  in  use.  At  first  the  surround- 
ing objects  which  are  figured  on  the  retina  of  the  eye  will  disturb 
him  ; but  he  will  soon  overcome  the  difficulty  of  concentrating  all 
his  attention  on  the  eye  in  observation,  and  entirely  suspending 
the  activity  of  the  other. 
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'We  readily  recognise  that  the  colourless  bodies  which  occupy 
the  field  of  view  of  the  microscope  are  solid  and  show  lamination. 
They  are  starch  grains.  We  slowly  move  the  object-slide  here 
and  there,  in  order  to  find  a place  where  the  grains  do  not  lie 
too  closely,  because  it  is  easier  here  to  fix  attention  on  a single 
grain.  We  select  for  persevering  observation  a grain  which 
shows  the  lamination  with  special  clearness.  As  the  movement  of 
the  object-slide  under  the  microscope  appears  to  be  reversed,  we 
shall  at  first  find  some  difficulty  when  we  wish  to  place  a selected 
grain  in  the  centre  of  the  field  of  view ; and  we  shall  have  as 
quickly  as  possible  to  accustom  ourselves  to  sufficiently  control 
the  slight  movements  upon  which  it  depends.  If  we  have  found  a 
single  specially  favourable  grain,  we  magnify  it  still  more  by  now 
removing  the  weak  eye-piece  and  replacing  it  by  a stronger.  Hold 
the  tube  of  the  microscope  firmly  while  you  do  this,  or  the  focussing 
may  be  altered,  and  the  objective  perhaps  run  down  on  the  cover- 
glass.  With  perfect  objectives  the  figure  always  remains  good, 
though  in  all  cases  the  light  diminishes.  We  endeavour  by  im- 
proving the  position  of  the  mirror  as  far  as  possible  to  obviate 
this  inconvenience. 

How  and  then,  after  focussing  the  preparation,  or  after  moving 
it,  it  will  happen  that  the  figure  has  lost  in  clearness.  In  all 
probability  this  is  because  fluid  from  the  preparation  has  got 
upon  the  under  lens  of  the  objective.  This  will  happen  especially 
easily  when  too  large  a quantity  of  fluid  has  been  used,  and  has 
run  out  from  under  the  edge  of  the  cover-glass.  We  must  then 
withdraw  the  tube  from  its  sheath,  and  after  having  proved  the 
supposition,  wipe  the  front  lens  of  the  objective  with  a clean  and 
often-washed  piece  of  linen  rag,  or,  still  better,  rub  it  with  a 
freshly  broken  surface  of  a piece  of  elder  pith. 

The  starch  grains  of  the  potato  tuber  attain  a comparatively 
considerable  size.  They  are  excentrically  constructed,  as  their 
organic  middle  point  (c,  in  A,  Fig.  3)  is  not  the  geometrical 
centre,  but  lies  considerably  nearer  to  one  end.  The  layers 
apjDear  variously  sharp  (A)  ; between  those  more  strongly  marked 
can  be  seen  others  more  weakly  marked.  Towards  the  surface 
of  the  grain  the  layering  becomes  indistinct.  For  optical  reasons, 
and  on  account  of  its  smaller  density,  the  organic  centre,  or 
nucleus,  appears  rosy  coloured.  It  shows  up  most  clearly  when 
it  is  hollowed..  It  then  shows  as  a rosy  point,  as  a line,  cross, 
or  star  with  dark  outlines.  The  layers  immediately  surround- 
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ing  tlie  nucleus  are  developed  concentrically,  soon  liowever  the 
excentricity  has  influence,  in  that  the  layers  diminish  in  thick- 
ness towards  one  end  of  the  grain,  so  as  partly  in  this  direction 
to  run  out  into  a wedge.  At  this  more  weakly  developed  end 
of  the  grain,  which  we  can  distinguish  as  the  anterior  end, 
the  layering,  on  account  of  the  small  distance  from  the  surface, 
is  indistinct.  The  individual  grains  vary  considerably  in  size, 
and  moreover  they  deviate  from  one  another  in  outer  form  to  a 
not  unimportant  extent,  and  show  the  layering  with  various 
sharpness.  Between  the  starch  grains  in  most  preparations  will 
be  found  rounded  bodies,  which  with  median  focussing  show  a 
small,  round,  bright  centre  and  a broad,  dark  margin  ; this  last 

is  black  at  its  inner  edge, 
dark  grey  outwardly,  and 
interrupted  by  a clear 
ring.  These  structures 
are  air-bubbles  enclosed 
in  the  fluid  under  observa- 
tion. Their  appearance 
under  the  microscope  is  so 
characteristic  that,  once 
known,  they  can  scarcely 
ever  be  confused  with 
other  appearances.  The 
rays  of  light  which  pass 
out  of  the  denser  medium 
into  the  air-bubble  are, 
with  the  exception  of  the 
central  ones,  so  strongly 
refracted,  that  they  cannot 
get  into  the  objective,  and 
hence  the  broad  dark  edge  and  the  comparatively  small  clear 
middle.  If,  by  turning  the  micrometer  screw,  the  tube  is  lowered, 
so  that  the  under  part  oE  the  air-bubble  comes  into  view,  the  sharp- 
ness and  brightness  of  the  middle  disk  increases  ; it  diminishes  at 
the  same  time  in  size,  while  the  breadth  of  the  surrounding  dark 
ring  increases.  If  the  screw  is  moved  in  the  opposite  direction,  in 
order  to  focus  upon  the  upper  part  of  the  air-bubble,  the  middle 
disk  enlarges,  but  losing  somewhat  in  brightness  ; a grey  ring  of 
differing  brightness  arises  around  it ; the  surrounding  edge  be- 
comes simultaneously  narrower. 


Fig.  3.  — Starch  grains  from  a potato  tuber, 
A simple  grain,  B half-compound  grain,  C and  1) 
entirely  compound  grains,  c the  nucleus  ( x 640). 
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If  the  observer  has  selected  a beautifully  laminated  starch 
grain,  it  should  now  be  drawn.  The  greatest  possible  stress  is 
decidedly  laid  upon  drawing  in  microscopical  observation.  With 
the  help  of  it  we  in  general  first  learn  to  see  quickly.  Then  the 
peculiarities  of  the  figure  first  become  present  to  the  mind  of  the 
observer,  when  he  concentrates  his  attention  upon  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reproduction.  Drawing  therefore  protects  from  transient 
superficial  observation,  enforces  a penetrating,  thorough  study  of 
the  figure,  and  sharpens  more  than  any  other  means  our  power 
of  observation.  The  learner  should  first  endeavour  to  represent 
the  object  by  free-hand  drawing.  So  much  drawing  ability  as 
is  necessary  for  this  he  may  perhaps  possess,  but  can  however 
readily  obtain  by  practice  the  necessary  facility.  The  object 
should  not  be  drawn  too  small,  even  if  the  observer  believes  he 
sees  it  very  small.  A correct  opinion  on  the  size  of  the  object 
in  the  field  of  view  of  the  microscope  is  only  obtained  after  long 
practice,  and  it  is  better  at  first  that  the  learner  should  draw  the 
object  too  large,  in  order  conveniently  to  include  in  his  figure  all 
the  details  of  the  object.  JSTo  less  important  is  it  to  provide  the 
individual  parts  of  the  figure  with  suitable  distinguishing  names 
(“  terms  ”),  and  to  note  the  name  of  the  plant,  the  object,  and  the 
most  important  results  of  the  observation. 

The  starch-grains  of  the  potato  are  somewhat  flattened,  as  can 
be  easily  demonstrated  if,  during  the  observation,  you  push  care- 
fully with  a needle  against  the  edge  of  the  cover-glass,  and  so 
set  the  grains  rolling.  Upon  the  smallest  grains  the  layering  is 
usually  but  little  recognisable. 

Besides  the  simple  grains  (as  in  A,  Fig.  .3)  will  be  found  also, 
after  some  search,  semi-compound  grains  (as  in  B).  These  grains 
enclose  two,  rarely  more,  organic  nuclei  (or  centres).  Each 
nucleus  is  surrounded  by  a number  of  its  own  layers,  both  to- 
gether by  a smaller  or  larger  number  of  common  layers.  Not 
infrequently  the  two  inner  complexes  of  layers  are  separated  by 
a cleft,  extending  to  the  common  layers  (B).  The  number  of 
layers  peculiar  to  the  individual  grains,  as  well  as  of  those 
common,  varies  according  to  circumstances. 

The  completely  compound  grain,  which  is  found  far  more 
commonly  than  those  half-com|30und,  consists  of  two  (G),  less 
frequently  of  three  (B),  rarely  of  more  than  three  component 
grains.  As  a distinction  from  the  semi-compound  grains,  the 
common  layers  are  wanting  in  those  quite  compound.  In  the 
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line  connecting  the  nuclei  of  the  component  grains  the  layers  are 
most  strongly  developed.  The  component  grains  therefore  turn 
their  posterior  ends  towards  one  another,  their  anterior  ends 
away  from  one  another.  The  line  of  separation  between  two 
component  grains  often  broadens  internally  into  a cleft. 

For  comparison  we  now  pnt  np  a preparation  of  potato  starch 
which  has  been  preserved  in  an  air-dry  state.  We  proceed  in 
this  quite  similarly  to  the  preparation  of  the  first  object,  and 
transfer  a trace  of  the  meal  into  a drop  of  water.  As  the  object- 
slides  may  differ  in  thickness,  it  is  advisable  to  raise  the  tube  of 
the  microscojDe  prior  to  placing  under  it  the  new  preparation. 
This  is  not  of  course  necessary  in  using  the  low  powers. 

The  first  preparation,  as  it  will  be  again  required  later,  we 
place  in  a large  moist  chamber.  This  moist  chamber  consists  of 
a deep  plate  and  a glass  bell-shade  with  knob.  On  the  plate 
stands  the  zinc  frame,  which  we  discussed  and  figured  in  the 
Introduction  (Fig.  1)  ; so  much  water  is  also  poured  into  the 
plate  till  the  bell-shade  has  its  lower  edge  quite  immersed  in  it. 
The  preparation  is  laid  upon  the  frame.  But  first  we  assure  our- 
selves that  the  drop  of  water  under  the  cover-glass  of  the  prepara- 
tion is  not  already  jDartially  dry.  If  this  should  have  happened, 
we  place  at  the  edge  of  the  cover-glass,  so  that  it  shall  be  sucked 
in,  a new  drop  of  water.  We  also  mark  the  object-slide,  and  best 
with  a coloured  crayon  which  writes  directly  on  the  glass. 

Upon  examination  of  the  new  preparation  we  shall  find  that 
the  lamination  of  the  air-dry  starch  is  at  least  as  sharp  as  that 
of  the  fresh.  This  preparation  also  we  place  in  the  moist  chamber. 

We  further  make  a preparation  of  air-dry  bean  flour  (Phaseolus 
vulgaris).  The  grains  (Fig.  4),  examined  in  water,  appear 

circular  or  oval ; they  are  a little 
flattened  ; a certain  medium  size 
predominates.  The  lamination 
is  very  clear  and  very  uniform ; 
the  lamellEe  show  almost  equal 
thickness.  The  structure  is  con- 
centric. The  nucleus  of  grains 
examined  in  water  is  hollowed, 
more  isodiametric  in  the  rounded,  elongated  in  the  oval  forms. 
From  the  nucleai*  hollow  extend  radial  clefts,  which  cut  through 
the  layers  at  right  angles,  and,  thinning  off,  reach  almost  to  the 
periphery  of  the  grain. 


Fig.  4. — Starch -gi’ains  from  the  cotyle- 
dons of  Phaseolus  vulgaris  (x  640). 
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Fig.  5.—  Starch-grains  from  the 
commercial  East-Indian  arrowroot 
(from  the  rhizome  of  Curcuma 
leucorrhiza).  A,  seen  from  the  sur- 
face ; B,  several  grains  clinging  to 
one  another,  seen  from  the  edges 
(X  540). 


We  lay  a trace  of  this  bean-meal,  in  similar  manner,  in  a drop 
of  glycerine  instead  of  in  water.  In  this  fluid  the  starch-grains 
seem  on  the  average  smaller ; of  lamination  not  a trace  can  be 
recognised  ; the  inner  hollow  and  the  clefts  are  wanting.  These 
are  formed  under  the  influence  of  water,  in  which  the  bean-starch 
swells  somewhat. 

The  starch  of  the  East  Indian 
arrowroot  {Cfircuma  leucorrhiza)  is 
otherwise  constructed.  We  put  up  a 
preparation  of  the  commercial  starch, 
which  is  usually  not  difficult  to  ob- 
tain. Genuine  East-Indian  arrowroot 
shows  in  its  grains  a very  excentric 
structure  (Fig.  5J.),  at  the  anterior 
end  strongly  tapering,  beautifully 
and  regularly  layered,  and  very  flat. 

Often  a considerable  number  of  grains 
cling  together  by  their  flat  sides,  and, 
viewed  from  the  edge,  appear  like 
rolls  of  coins  {B).  The  size  and  form 
of  the  grains  varies  not  inconsiderably. 

The  West-Indian  arrowroot,  also  called  in  short  Arrowroot, 
from  the  rhizome  of  Maranta,  especially  of  Maranta  arundinacea, 
is  easy  to  obtain  in  shops,  but  gives  however,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  its  structure,  much  less  interest  than  the  East-Indian 
arrowroot.  Observed  in  water,  the  grains  show  great  similarity 
to  the  starch-grains  of  the  potato ; only  they  are  usually  less 
clearly,  and,  in  exchange,  more  uniformly  layered ; somewhat  more 
rounded ; on  the  whole  smaller ; also  more  uniform  in  their  size. 
At  the  position  of  the  nucleus  is  usually  found  a cleft  in  the  form 
of  a wide  open  V. 

Wheat  meal  shows  the  layering  very 
badly  ; as  relatively  the  most  favour- 
able, we  choose  the  starch-grains  of 
Triticum  durum  for  observation.  We 
halve  the  grain  of  wheat  with  the 
pocket-knife,  and  scrape  off  a little 
substance  from  the  cut  surface,  and 
put  it  in  the  drop  on  the  object-slide. 

The  large  starch-grains  are  circular,  discoidly  flattened,  and  re- 
gularly laminated  (Fig.  6 A),  but  the  layers  are  usually  hard  to 


© 


Fig.  G. — Wheat-meal  from  Tri- 
ticum  durum.  A,  a large,  B,  amall 
grains. 
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see.  In  many  grains  they  will,  nevertheless,  be  recognised,  as  well 
as  the  central  nucleus.  ^ As  a characteristic  appearance  will  be 
found  in  the  preparation,  besides  the  large  starch-grains,  and  almost 
without  transition  sizes,  small  grains,  with  clear  rosy  nucleus,  but 
without  recognisable  lamination.  A number  of  such  grains  are 
represented  at  B.  In  many  preparations  compound  grains  are  not 

altogether  rare  ; in  most  they  are  sought 
for  in  vain,  as  they  have  fallen  into  their 
component  grains. 

The  starch -grains  of  the  oat  (Avena 
sativa)  we  take  as  the  best,  inasmuch  as 
we  halve  an  oat-s^rain  and  take  a little  for 
observation  under  water.  The  compound 
grains  here  are  met  with  in  great  beauty, 
such  as  is  represented  in  the  adjoining 
figure.  The  size  of  these  compound  grains  varies,  and  proportion- 
ally also  the  number  of  the  component  grains  entering  into  its 
.structure.  The  Fig.  7 A represents  such  a compound  grain  of 
medium  size.  The  individual  component  grains  appear  polygonal, 
separated  from  one  another  by  clearer  looking  boundary  lines. 
Between  the  great  grains  are  seen  small  ones,  down  to  such  as 
consist  of  but  two  component  grains  ; lastly  also  quite  simple  ones  ; 
besides  also  numerous  angular  grains  (B)  which  arise  from  the 
large  compound  grains  broken  down  in  making  the  preparation. 
A medium  size,  somewhere  about  our  Fig.  A,  is  met  with  by  far 
most  commonly  amongst  the  compound  grains.  The  lamination 
in  this  object  is  not  visible,  the  nucleus  is  only  exceptionally 
indicated. 


A B 


Fig.  7. — Stai’cb  from  Avena 
sativa.  A,  a compound  grain  ; 
B,  its  component  grains  (x 
640). 


Fig.  8. — Stnrch-grains 
from  the  latex  of  E^iphorhia 
helioscopia  ( x 640). 

small  drops,  like  an 


Of  quite  peculiar  appearance  are  the 
starch-grains  in  the  latex  (milk)  of  the 
Euphorbiaceie.  A piece  of  the  stem  of  a 
.‘spurge  is  cut  off,  and  the  cut  surface  is 
plunged  in  the  drop  of  water  which  is  ready 
upon  the  object-slide.  The  latex  which 
flows  out  from  the  cut  surface  mingles 
with  the  drop.  We  can  select  for  example 
the  universally  distributed  Btiphorlna  helio- 
scopia [sun-spurge]  for  our  investigation. 
In  the  latex,  which  aj^pears  distributed  in 
emulsion,  in  water,  we  shall  see  isolated, 


small,  rod-like  bodies  (Fig.  8).  These  are 


the  starch -grains  in 


" See  note  on  page  15. 
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question.  They  appear  pretty  strongly  refractive ; a lamination 
is  visible  only  in  the  most  favourable  cases  ; sometimes  a longi- 
tudinal cleft  is  recognisable  in  the  interior  of  the  grain.  The 
size  of  the  rods  is  somewhat  variable,  many  of  them  are  a little 
swollen  in  the  middle.  Much  more  beautifully  formed  grains  of 
this  kind  are  possessed  by  the  tropical  Euphorbiacese.  We  choose 
for  this  examination  lEupliorhia  splendens,  so  commonly  grown  in 
plant  houses,  and  make  the  preparation  in  the  same  way  as  stated 
above.  The  starch  grains  which  now  put  in  an  appearance  (Fig. 
9)  have  the  form  of  bones.  In  the  same  latex  will  be  found 
others  shaped  like  rods,  and  still  others  with  greatly  enlarged 
ends,  like  dumb-bells  ; they  appear  more  or  less  swollen  at 
both  ends,  are  somewhat  longer  than  those  of  our  native  forms, 
and  in  the  swollen  parts  permit  something  of  the  lamination  to 
be  recognised.  Very  commonly  we  see  a 
colourless  vesicle  adhering  to  the  sides  of  the 
grain  (J.),  the  walls  of  which,  however,  are 
referable,  not  to  the  substance  of  the  starch- 
grain,  but  the  plasma  mass  adhering  to  it. 

It  must  strike  the  observer  that  the  small 
latex  globules  distributed  in  the  water  are 
in  tremulous  motion.  This  is  the  so-called 
Brown’s  molecular  movement  [the  “ Brownian 
movement  ”],  which  we  can  therefore  take 
this  opportunity  of  learning  to  kno’w,  and 
which,  not  a phenomenon  of  life,  is  referable 
perhaps  to  fine  streams  in  the  fluid  carrying  with  them  the  minute 
bodies. 

After  getting  this  information  on  the  form  and  structure  of 
the  starch-grains,  we  will  produce  some  reactions  upon  them,  and 
study  directly,  under  the  microscope,  the  result  of  the  action. 
We  take  first  a preparation  of  potato-starch  again  out  of  the 
moist  chamber.  After  focussing  we  place  a drop  of  a solution 
of  iodine  (iodine- water,  alcohol-iodine,  or  tincture  of  iodine,  or 
potassium-iodide  iodine)  at  the  edge  of  the  cover-glass.  In 
using  the  reagent  we  must  take  special  care  that  the  drop  does 
not  run  upon  the  cover-glass  and  thence  upon  the  objective.  If 
a drop  comes  upon  the  cover-glass,  let  it  be  immediately  sucked 
off  with  blotting  |7aper.  If  the  reagent  reaches  the  objective, 
plunge  the  lower  lens  of  this  latter  in  pure  water,  and  clean  it 
afterwards  with  the  pieces  of  linen  rag  already  recommended. 


Fig.  9.— Starch-grains 
from  the  latex  of  Eu- 
'phorbia  splendens.  One 
of  the  grains  has  a vesi- 
cle attached  laterally 
(x  540). 
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In  order  to  see  tlie  action  of  the  iodine  solution  directly,  await 
its  penetration  to  a spot  previously  selected,  this  spot,  however, 
being  chosen  not  too  far  from  that  part  of  the  edge  of  the  cover- 
glass  at  which  the  reagent  is  placed,  and  follow  by  movement  of 
the  object-slide  the  progress  of  the  action.  We  see,  immediately 
the  influence  of  the  iodine  solution  begins  to  make  itself  felt,  the 
starch-grains  stain  bright  blue,  and  rapidly  ever  darker  till  they 
are  black-blue.  At  the  first  moment  of  the  action  the  lamination 
shows  up  clearly,  only  immediately  to  disappear  in  the  grain  when 
it  becomes  opaque.  With  potassium-iodide  iodine  solution,  in 
case  this  is  added  in  considerable  quantity,  the  action  produces 
quickly  a dark-brown  coloration  of  the  grain.  Similarly  dry 
starch-grains,  which  are  exposed  to  the  action  of  iodine  vapour, 
become  deep  dark-brown.  If  we  add  water  to  such  a preparation 
the  brown  passes  rapidly  into  blue.  If  the  action  of  the  reagent 
should  not  proceed  rapidly  enough  under  the  cover-glass,  it  can  be 
readily  accelerated  by  fragments  of  blotting  paper  placed  at  the 
opposite  end  of  the  cover-glass.  ^ 

We  should  stain  with  iodine  solution  the  rod,  etc.,  shaped 
grains  of  the  Euphorbia  also,  in  order  to  demonstrate  that,  in  spite 
of  their  variable  form  and  of  their  scarcely  noticeable  lamination, 
these  bodies  are  true  starch-grains. 

Let  us  further  study  the  phenomena  of  the  swelling  of  starch- 
grains  under  the  influence  of  potash  (potassium  hydrate).  First 
we  again  take  potato-starch,  and  await  the  entrance  of  the  re- 
agent, placed  at  the  edge  of  the  cover-glass.  The  action  of  this 
must  take  place  quite  gradually,  if  it  is  to  be  instructive.  We 
then  notice,  at  the  first  moment  of  the  action,  that  the  lamination 
stands  out  more  clearly,  quickly,  however,  to  disappear,  while  the 
grain  increases  in  size.  During  this  enlargement,  which  proceeds 
with  more  or  less  regularity,  the  nucleus  of  the  starch-grain 
hollows  considerably,  upon  which  the  wall  of  the  weaker  side, 
therefore  towards  the  anterior  end  of  the  grain,  sinks  into  the 
hollow.  Later  on  the  regularity  of  the  phenomena  disappears 
altogether,  and  the  gi’ain  enlarges  to  a mass  as  clear  as  glass,  of 
considerable  volume,  the  limits  of  which  are  scarcely  distinguish- 
able. 

Finally,  we  can  endeavour  by  warming  the  preparation  to  cause 
the  starch  to  swell,  a treatment  such  as  indeed  is  in  use  in  the 
preparation  of  paste.  The  preparation  is  warmed  over  a spirit  or 
gas  flame,  wdthout  allowing  it  to  boil,  and  taking  care  to  replace 

^ See  note  on  page  15. 
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the  evaporated  water  by  fresh.  If  in  warming  a temperature  of 
about  70°  C [approx.  160  F]  is  readied,  the  grains  will  be  found  to 
be  -swollen  just  as  in  treatment  with  potash.  [If  it  is  wished  to 
determine  accurately  the  temperature  at  which  swelling  ensues, 
the  warming  of  the  preparation  must  be  effected  upon  a sj3ecial 
table  which  can  be  heated,  and  its  temperature  registered.  Such 
a.  table  by  Ranvier,"  can  be  specially  recommended.] 

With  this  we  close  our  first  Lesson.*  Before  we  put  the  micro- 
scope on  one  side  we  carefully  clean,  in  the  manner  before  de- 
scribed, the  objectives  and  eye-glasses,  together  with  any  other 
pieces  of  apparatus  that  we  have  used.  We  withdraw  the 
microscope  tube  from  its  sheath  in  order  to  rub  it,  and  also  the 
interior  of  the  sheath,  with  a rough  towel.  Instead  of  again 
replacing  the  microscope  in  its  cabinet,  we  prefer  to  place  it  under 
a glass  bell-jar,  which  latter,  in  order  to  protect  the  instrument 
as  much  as  possible  from  dust,  can  have  its  lower  edge  covered 
with  felt. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  I. 

^ Compare  herewith  Naegeli,  Die  Stdrkekdrner,  in  PJianzenphys.  Untersuchun- 
gen.  Heft  2 ; E.  Strasburger,  Bau  und  Wachsthum  der  Zellhdute,  p.  107,  where 
the  further  literature  will  be  found. 

2 Ranvier,  Traite  d'Histolugie,  p.  41.  1875. 


[Note  to  page  12.] 

" A frequent  appearance  upon  these  grains,  and  capable  of  recognition  with 
but  low  magnification,  is  the  presence  of  a beautifully  regular  network,  usually 
upon  only  a small  portion  of  the  surface  of  the  grain.  The  network  is  formed 
by  ridges  arranged  into  a net,  and  similarly  the  meshes  are  occasioned  by  shallow 
depressions  of  the  surface  of  the  grain. 

[Note  to  page  14.] 

* The  most  beautiful  violet-blue  coloration  of  the  starch-grains  is  obtained, 
however,  when  a scale  of  iodine  is  laid  amongst  the  starch-grains  in  the  drop  of 
fluid  under  observation.  The  coloration  commences  immediately  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  scale. 
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now  TO  CUT  SECTIONS. 


II. 

ALE URONE- GRAINS,  PROTEIN  CRYSTALS,  FAT  OIL,  MOUNTING  OF 
PERMANENT  PREPARATIONS,  USE  OF  THE  SIMPLE  MICROSCOPE. 

Material  Wanted. 

Dried  Peas. 

Grains  of  Wheat. 

Seeds  of  Lupine  (Lupinus). 

Seeds  of  Castor-oil  {Bicinus  communis). 

Brazil  Nuts  {Bertholletia  excelsa). 

We  examine,  first  of  all,  the  Pea  (Pisum  sativuni).  A ripe  seed 
is  halved  by  a sharp  pocket-knife,  and  in  such  a manner  that 
the  two  cotyledons  (seed-leaves)  are  cut  across.  Take  then  from 
the  cut  surface  a thin  cross  section  with  a sharp,  hollow-ground 
razor.  On  the  subject  of  section-cutting  with  the  razor  the  fol- 
lowing points  can  be  noted  : — I.  The  cut  surface  is  to  be  moistened 
before  cutting  the  section,  most  commonly  with  water,  though  in 
this  case  with  glycerine,  since  the  preparation  suffers  from  water, 
and  Ave  shall  observe  it  in  glycerine.  2.  The  first  section  is  not 
to  be  used,  as  here  the  tissue  would  be  too  much  injured  by  the 
pocket-knife.  3.  In  such  resistant  tissues  as  that  of  the  pea  only 
very  small  and  exceedingly  thin  sections  ought  to  be  taken,  as 
the  edge  of  the  razor  would  be  A^ery  easily  notched.  If  the  razor 
has  gone  too  deeply  into  the  tissue,  and  it  is  seen  that  the  resist- 
ance to  its  progress  increases,  ifc  is  better  to  Avithdraw  the  razor,  in- 
stead of  forcing  it  to  the  end  of  its  cut.  4.  Unless  the  investigation 
requires  it,  it  is  advisable  not  to  commence  the  section  with  the 
outer  surface  of  the  object,  but  rather  to  lay  the  razor  on  the  cut 
surface,  as  thus  a far  firmer  support  is  obtained  in  order  to  get  a 
thin  section.  5.  In  order  to  get  a really  good  section,  that  is  one  in 
which  the  individual  elements  of  the  tissue  are  not  torn,  the  razor 
must  not  merely  be  pressed  with  its  edge  against  the  object,  but 
at  the  same  time  draAvn  across  it.  It  is  well,  therefore,  in  order 
to  cut  as  freely  as  possible,  to  accustom  yourself  not  to  rest  the 


MANIl’ULATION  OF  SECTIONS. 


17 


thumb  of  the  cutting  hand  upon  tlie  other  hand.  Instead  of  this, 
both  liands  can  with  advantage  be  rested  against  the  breast,  be- 
cause thereby  lateral  movement  of  the  cutting  hand  is  not  hin- 
dered.  The  back  of  the  razor  should  be  supported  on  the  index 
finger  of  the  hand  supporting  the  object.  6.  As  it  is  difficult  to  hold 
so  small  an  object  as  a half  pea,  especially  when  it  is  also  so  hard, 
sufficiently  firmly  between  the  fingers,  it  is  recommended  to  use 
for  the  purpose  the  small  hand- vice  described  in  the  Introduction. 
The  half  pea  is  therefore  fixed  sufficiently  deeply  in  this.  7.  It 
is  not  advisable  to  be  satisfied  with  a single  section,  but  to  take  a 
considerable  number,  in  order  to  make  choice  of  the  best. 

The  section  selected  should  be  observed  in  glycerine,  either 
concentrated  or  diluted  with  one-third  distilled  water.  Pure 
water  is  not  available  for  this,  because  it  quickly  sets  up  appear- 
ances of  disorganization  in  the  ground  substance  of  the  cells.  The 
transfer  of  the  section  from  the  razor  to  the  glass  slide  is  best 
made  with  a fine  camel-hair  brush.  The  section  is  removed  by 
pressing  the  brush  upon  it  and  sliding  it  off  from  the  blade.  If  it 
adheres  to  a sufficiently  broad  surface  of  the  brush,  rolling  up 
(“  curling  ”)  of  the  section  will  be  prevented  ; curling  occurs  very 
easily,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  section  is  taken  directly  by  its 
edge  with  the  tweezers  and  so  transferred.  The  section  adhering 
to  the  brush  is  immersed  flat  in  the  drop  on  the  glass  slide,  and 
the  brush  withdrawn  laterally  with  a simultaneous  twisting  move- 
ment. If  it  is  desired  to  turn  a section  over  when  on  the  object- 
slide,  the  bru.sh  can  be  pressed  down  on  the  object-slide  so  that 
it  is  in  contact  with  the  edge  of  the  section,  and  then  begin  to 
turn  it  over  away  from  the  section.  In  this  way  the  section  will 
be  very  easily  drawn  U23on  the  upper  surface  of  the  brush,  and 
can  then  be  turned  over  with  it.  Other  similar  tricks  will  soon 
be  acquired  in  practice.  After  every  time  of  use  the  brush  must 
be  most  carefully  washed  in  w'ater. 

Examine  the  section  of  pea  with  a strong  magnifying  power. 
It  proves  to  be  a tissue  composed  of  rounded  cells.  At  the  j^laces 
where  three  such  cells  adjoin  one  another  a triangular  intercellular 
space  (i)  filled  with  air,  is  present.  The  air  appears  black,  like 
the  edge  of  the  air  bubbles  previou.sly  described;  here  it  naturally 
must  show  the  form  of  the  space,  since  it  fills  it.  The  wall  of  the 
cells  (m)  is  pretty  thick.  In  the  adjoining  figure  the  three  middle 
cells  are  completely,  the  surrounding  ones  only  partially,  repre- 
sented. In  each  cell  can  be  seen  the  large  starch-grains  {am),  and 
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with  some  care  also  the  small  grains  {al)  which  lie  between  them. 
These  grains  are,  for  their  part,  imbedded  in  a very  finely  granular 
ground-substance  (p).  From  thin  parts  of  the  section  many  a 
starch  grain  will  have  fallen  out ; a hollow  of  similar  form  and 
size  in  the  granular  mass  will  indicate  these  places.  The  small 
grains  are  Aleurone  or  Protein-grains  ^ ; they  lie  in  the  ground 
substance  of  the  cell.  If  we  run  iodine  solution  into  the  prepara- 
tion, the  coloration  which  ensues  gives  us  immediate  information 
as  to  the  individual  constituents  of  the  cells.  The  drop  of  iodine 
solution  is  placed  at  the  edge  of  the  cover-glass  ; as,  however,  the 
iodine  solution  diffuses  very  slowly  in  the  glycerine,  and  it  is  not 
our  present  purpose  to  study  the  progress  of  the  reaction,  we 

accelerate  it  a little  by 
slightly  raising  the  edge 
of  the  cover-glass  with  a 
needle,  and  so  permit  the 
mixture  of  the  iodine  with 
the  glycerine.  A second 
needle 

time  against  the  opposite 
edge  of  the  cover-glass  pre- 
vents it  from  slipping.  The 
starch-grains  colour  blue  to 
violet  ; the  aleurone-grains 
and  the  ground-substance 
yellow.  By  the  use  of  potas- 
sium-iodide iodine  the  color- 
ation of  the  aleurone-grains 
and  ground-substance  be- 
comes very  intense  ; but  the  starch -grains  are  at  the  same  time 
over-coloured,  and  appear  then  black-brown.  If  sections  of  pea 
are  laid  in  a drop  of  alcoholic  borax-carmine  solution,  in  a very 
short  time  the  ground-substance,  and  also  almost  simultaneously 
the  aleurone  grains,  colours  dark-red  ; the  starch-grains  remain 
colourless.  The  reaction  becomes  especially  striking  if,  after  the 
section  is  thoroughly  soaked  in  the  carmine  solution,  this  is  re- 
placed by  dilute  glycerine  or  by  water.  This  is  done  by  sucking 
out  the  carmine  solution  by  a piece  of  blotting-paper  placed  at  the 
edge  of  the  cover-glass,  while  at  the  same  time  the  water  or  dilute 
glycerine  is  run  in  under  the  opposite  edge.  If  a section  is  placed 
in  Millon’s  reagent,  the  starch-grains  swell  very  strongly,  and 


placed  at  the  same 


Fig.  10,— From  the  cotyledous  of  the  F’ea.  m, 
cell  wall;  1,  intercellular  space;  am,  starch;  nl, 
aleurone  grains ; p,  ground  substance ; n,  nucleus. 
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become  unrecognisable  ; alenrone  and  gTonnd-snbstanco  are  im- 
mediatelj  disorganized ; the  disorganized  mass  however,  after 
some  time,  takes  on  a characteristic  brick-red  colonr.  If  still 
another  section  is  laid  in  acetic ized  methyl-green,  after  a short 
time  there  appears  in  each  cell,  between  the  other  constitnents, 
a greenish-bine  spot  of  rather  indefinite  ontline.  This  spot  is  the 
Nucleus  (n).  The  other  constitnents  of  the  cell  have  not  stained; 
the  starch- grains  are  just  a little  swollen  (they  show  radial  clefts, 
which  are  wanting  in  glycerine),  and  the  alenrone-grains  also  have 
increased  in  size,  and  appear  as  if  porous  or  even  hollow.  We 
recognise  therefore  in  aceticized  methyl-green  a reagent  which  in 
the  present  case  recommends  itself  as  a special  staining  material 
for  the  nucleus.  Simultaneously,  it  is  true,  the  cell-walls  also 
stain,  but  this  does  not  injure  the  value  of  aceticized  methyl-green 
as  a reagent  for  nucleus  staining.  Tiie  cell-walls  appear  of  a 
beautiful  bright  blue  colour,  and,  as  the  result  of  this,  are  traced 
out  in  the  glycerine  preparations  much  more  readily  than  before. 
The  intercellular  spaces  also  stand  out  more  sharply. 

In  the  yellow-brown  iodine  reaction,  the  accumulation  of  colour 
materials,  and  the  brick-red  from  Millon’s  reagent,  we  have 
learned  to  know  the  most  important  means  whereby  to  recognise 
under  the  microscope 
albuminous  bodies^  for 
to  these  belong  aleu- 
rone-grains  as  well  as 
protoplasm  andnucleus. 

Protoplasm,  as  will  be 
seen  again  later,  shows 
these  reactions  first 
when  it  is  dead  ; in  this 
case  death  results  from 
the  action  of  the  re- 
agents. The  substance 
of  the  nucleus  shows  a 
specially  strong  affinity 
for  the  colour  materials. 

A grain  of  wheat 
(Triticum  vulgare)  can 
be  recommended  as  a 
second  object  of  investigation.  The  grain  is  first  halved  (across) 
with  a pocket  knife,  then  one  half  fixed  in  a small  vice  in  order  to 


Fig.  11. — Cross  section  through  a grain  of  wheat 
(Triticum  vulgare).  p,  pericarp  of  fruit ; t,  testa  of  seed. 
In  the  endosperm  cells  succeeding  to  these : al,  aleu- 
rone- grain s ; am,  starch-grains;  n,  nucleus  (x  240). 
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have  sections  taken  from  it.  This  time  it  is  desirable  so  to  take 
the  sections  that  a piece  of  the  skin  also  is  represented  on  them. 
In  cutting,  moisten  the  cutting  surface  with  glycerine,  and  ob- 
serve the  object  in  the  same  fluid  (Fig.  11).  Under  the  skin, 
formed  of  cells  pressed  closely  together  and  dead  (p),  which 
rej^resents  the  combined  skin  of  the  fruit  (pericarp)  and  of  the 
seed  (testa),  lies  a layer  of  rectangular  cells,  which  are  thickly 
filled  with  small  aleurone-grains  {al).  The  aleurone-grains  are 
embedded  in  a finely  granular  ground-substance.  Then  follow 
elongated,  less  regular  cells,  which  contain  large  and  small  starch- 
grains.  This  is  not  difficult  to  determine  with  suitable  reactions. 

We  will  now  “mount”  a successful  section  of  the  wheat-grain, 
and  by  this  means  learn  how  to  put  up  a permanent  preparation 
or,  to  use  the  common  phrase,  how  to  permanently  “mount”  a 
preparation.  We  will  employ  first  the  simplest  method  of  pre- 
paration, which  is  here  so  much  the  more  desirable,  as  it  gives 
a very  favourable  result : we  enclose  the  section  in  glycerine-jelly. 
Place  upon  the  glass  slide  so  much  of  this  jelly-like  substance  as 
w'e  believe  will  suffice  to  form  a drop.  Then  warm  the  glass  slide 
slowdy  over  the  flame  of  a spirit-lamp,  till  the  jelly  has  become 
fluid.  The  section  is  then  laid  in  the  drop,  and  a cover-glass 
placed  over  it.  It  is  advisable  first  to  warm  the  cot er- glass  a 
little,  as  otherwise  air-bubbles  will  easily  remain  in  the  prepara- 
tion, and  for  similar  reasons  it  is  desirable  not  to  place  the  cover- 
glass  on  quite  horizontally,  but  with  a slight  lateral  movement. 
If,  in  spite  of  this,  air-bubbles  are  enclosed,  the  glass  slide  can  be 
warmed  a little,  and  by  careful  raising  of  the  cover-glass  endea- 
vour to  bring  the. air-bubbles  to  one  side.  If  the  air-bubbles  are 
not  troublesome,  the  task  of  removing  them  can  be  given  up.  If 
several  sections  are  placed  in  the  same  drop  they  should  be  uni- 
formly dispersed  in  it.  Truly  it  often  happens  that,  in  laying  the 
cover-glass  upon  them,  the  sections  come  into  contact  with  one 
another,  and  even  lie  upon  one  another.  If  the  cover-glass  is 
raised  on  one  side  to  secure  order,  the  contrary  to  this  is  often 
produced.  Another  comparatively  simple  method  is  therefore  em- 
ployed. By  warming  the  glass  slide,  make  the  drop  as  fluid  as 
possible,  and  then,  without  lifting  the  cover-glass,  pass  in  a hair 
from  one  side.  With  this  hair  seek  out  the  object  to  be  rectified, 
an  operation  which  usually  tends  to  succeed.  Before  covering 
with  the  cover-glass  it  is,  above  all,  necessary  to  make  sure  that 
no  particles  whatever  of  dust  have  found  access  to  the  drop  of 
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glycerine-jelly  ; any  such  should  be  removed  with  the  needle.  As 
these  manipulations  can  only  be  carried  on  with  a suitable 
maomification,  this  is  at  the  same  time  the  moment  to  learn  the 
use  of  the  simple  microscope  in  connection  with  the  methods  of 
preparation  under  the  compound  microscope. 

I assume  in  the  first  place  that  the  observer  has  at  his  disposal 
a small  dissecting  microscope  (compare  Introduction,  p.  viii.),  either 
as  Fig.  12,  or  some  other  of  like  construction.  Over  the  stage  (ot) 


Fig.  12. — Small  dissecting  microscope  of  Zeiss,  on  foot,  two-thirds  natural  size.  Of,  stage 
d,  lens,  sheathing  toothed  support  for  lens-arm ; sr,  screw  for  fine  adjustment ; s,  mirror; 
p,  wooden  supports  for  hands  in  dissecting,  etc. 


of  this  small  dissecting  microscojDe  (Fig.  12)  is  placed  a lens  (d), 
borne  on  a horizontal  arm.  The  horizontal  arm  is  fixed  to  a steel 
upright  (st),  which  can  be  moved  u|3  and  down  inside  a tube.  By 
this  movement  is  brought  about  the  coarse  adjustment.  The  fine 
adjustment  is  effected  on  the  other  hand  by  turning  the  screw 
(sr).  The  instrument  is  screwed  into  a dissecting  foot,  the  high 
ends  of  which  (p)  serve  as  resting-places  for  the  hands  in  the 
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processes  of  preparation  or  dissection.  The  instrument  is  pro- 
vided with  two,  or  with  thi-ee  lenses,  magnifying  15,  30,  and  60 
diameters,  and  it  is  an  advantage  also  to  have  lenses  magnifying 
five  and  ten  fold. 

The  larger  dissecting  microscope  of  Zeiss  (comp.  Introduction), 


Fio.  13. — Large  dissecting  microscope  (Zeiss),  half  natural  size,  ot,  stage  ;p,  vrings  as 
arm  rests;  sr,  screw  head  for  adjustment;  I,  system  of  lenses,  of  which  ob  is  the  objective, 
oc  the  eye-piece.  Upon  the  stage  is  an  object-slide  fixed  with  the  clips. 


or  other  of  similar  construction,  has  also  a system  of  lenses  (/,  Fig. 
13),  consisting  of  three  achromatic  lenses,  which  can  he  combined 
into  an  objective  (ob),  a tube,  and  an  achromatic  eye-piece.  In 
order  to  work  with  slighter  magnification,  the  objective  can  be 
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used  alone  as  a lens,  the  eye-piece,  together  with  the  tube,  being 
unscrewed.  The  three  lenses  of  the  objective  can  also  be  un- 
screwed from  one  another,  and  the  upper  lens  alone  can  be  used, 
the  two  upper,  or  the  three  simultaneously.  Magnification  of  15, 
20,  and  30  diameters  can  be  thus  obtained.  The  adjustment  is 
completed  by  tuiming  the  screw-head  (sr).  On  both  sides  of  the 
stage  (ot)  “wings”  (p)  are  fixed,  to  serve  as  hand  supports  in 
dissection.* 

In  order  to  prepare  or  to  dissect  with  the  compound  microscope, 
what  is  called  an  “ erecting  eye-piece  ” can  be  used  in  the  place  of 
the  ordinary  eye-piece  of  the  microscope.  This  “erecting”  eye- 
piece reverses  the  image  of  the  object;  and  as,  in  a compound 
microscope,  the  image  is  normally  upside  down,  it  is  thus  recrified. 
It  is,  however,  quite  possible,  though  to  a beginner  very  difhculf,  to 
dissect,  etc.,  with  the  ordinary  compound  microscope.  With  prac- 
tice one  comes  to  realize  that  every  movement  is  reversed,  and  to 
govern  the  movements  accordingly.  The  low  powers  can  then  be 
freely  used  for  dissection  and  prejoaration.  In  dissection,  etc., 
with  the  compound  microsco2:)e  it  is  of  advantage  to  have  two 
blocks  of  wood  of  suitable  size,  which  can  be  placed  on  either 
side  of  the  stage,  and  will  serve  to  support  the  hands. t 

Whichever  of  these  instruments  is  used  for  preparation,  we  first 
lay  the  pre]oaration  on  its  stage,  that  we  may  free  it  from  any 
foreign  bodies  which  may  happen  to  be  present.  For  this  purpose 
the  lowest  magnification  that  is  at  our  disposal  is  used.  This,  in 
the  larger  microscope  for  prejDaration,  of  Zeiss  (Fig.  ],3),  is  fifteen 
diameters.  The  distance  of  the  object  from  the  lens  would  then 
be  about  Ij  inch.  With  this  instrument,  even  with  the  strongest 
magnification,  viz.,  100  diam.,  this  distance  is  more  than  ^ inch 
After  proper  adjustment  of  the  mirror  (s)  and  of  the  image,  take 
in  each  hand  a needle  fixed  in  a holder  (see  Introduction),  steady 
the  hands  on  the  rests,  bring  the  points  of  the  needles  into  the 
axis  of  the  instrument,  and  endeavour  to  see  both  simultaneously 
in  the  field  of  view  of  the  microscope.  This  will  soon  be  succe.ss- 

* I have  retained  the  above  descriptions  intact,  as  they  illustrate  pretty  fully 
the  structure  of  dissecting  microscoiDCs  in  general.  For  an  account  of  other 
mstruments  by  English  makers,  see  the  Introduction.  In  choosing  an  instru- 
ment I would  specially  urge  the  importance  of  stable  arm-rests,  as  in  the  above 
Fig.  12.  An  instrument  satisfying  all  the  requirements  of  even  more  than  the 
beginner  ought  not  to  cost  more  than  about  30s.  [Ed.] 

+ This  remark  equally  applies  to  those  forms  of  simple  (or  dissecting)  micro- 
scopes which  are  unprovided  with  I'ests.  [Ed.] 
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fully  accomplished,  and  then  by  means  of  a few  experimental 
attempts  learn  how  to  make  the  necessary  sligdit  movements  with 
the  needles.  This  easy  problem  of  removing'  the  foreig’n  bodies 
out  of  the  preparation  with  the  points  of  needles  will  soon  be  com- 
pleted to  our  satisfaction,  whereupon  we  proceed  to  lay  the  cover- 
g'lass  upon  the  drop  of  fluid.  If  this  in  the  meantime  shall  have 
become  too  viscid,  it  can  be  again  warmed  before  being  covered. 

The  glycerine-jelly  preparations  need  no  further  enclosing,  are 
therefore  prepared  in  the  simplest  possible  way ; and  as  most  vege- 
table objects,  even  stained  ones,  preserve  very  well  in  glycerine- 
jelly,  we  can  recommend  this  method  in  preference  to  others. 

The  preparation  must  then  be  labelled,  preferably  at  both  ends 
of  the  glass  slide,  with  gummed  circles  or  squares  of  paper,  upon 
which  must  be  written  at  least  the  name  of  the  plant,  the  nature 
of  the  object,  the  direction  of  the  section,  if  it  be  one,  the  medium 
in  which  it  is  preserved,  any  staining  material  used,  and  the  date. 
If  it  is  desired  to  keep  the  preparation  slides  stacked  on  the  top  of 
one  another,  then  they  must  be  protected  from  contact  by  card- 
board labels  in  the  place  of  those  of  paper.  The  cardboard  labels 
should  be  cut  the  breadth  of  the  glass  slide,  by  about  -|-inch  in 
the  other  direction.  On  these  the  information,  as  above,  can  be 
written.  The  card-labels  are  best  fixed  on  with  “ Crystal  Palace 
Cement,”  or  other  similar  medium,  or  they  can  be  fastened  with. 
Canada  balsam  dissolved  in  turpentine.  " If  it  is  necessary  to 
fasten  them  with  gum,  it  is  best  to  cover  each  end  of  the  slide 
first  with  a strip  of  gummed  paper,  the  ends  of  which  shall  fold 
over  and  overlap  under  the  slide,  and  fasten  the  card  label  on 
these ; otherwise  the  label  would  easily  spring  a'way  from  the  slide. 

Take  now  the  seed  of  the  white  Lupine  (Ltqnnus  albus),  or  other 
allied  species.  Once  more  halve  the  seed  across,  and  take  sections 
from  the  moistened  cut  surface.  Sections  observed  in  water  show- 
in  the  cells  rounded  aleurone-grains  with  vacuoles.  In  order  to  see 
the  grains  in  their  natural  form  they  must  be  observed  in  gly- 
cerine. The  grains  then  appear  at  first  refractive,  angular, 
gradually  forming  in  their  interior  a fine  netwmrk,  granular. 
Lying  closely  together  they  fill  up  the  cell ; a small  quantity  of 
ground-substance  lies  between  them,  more  ground  substance  can 
be  observed  against  the  walls  of  the  cells.  The  -walls  of  the  cells 
are  very  strongly  thickened  and  pitted,  a structure  which  w'e 
shall,  however,  study  later  on  a more  favourable  object.  In 
iodine-glycerine  the  grains  take  a beautiful  golden-yellow  colour. 

" See  note  on  page  27. 
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III  the  next  place  remove  the  shell-like  testa  from  the  seed  of 
the  castor  oil  plant  (Bicinus  communis')^  cut  it  through  across,  and 
make  preparations  just  as  above  from  it.  The  tissue  of  the  endo- 
sperm is  capital  material  to  cut ; it  contains  very  much  fat  oil,  and 
need  not  be  moistened.  The  sections  can  be  observed  in  water,  the 
disturbing  effects  of  which,  by  removal  of  oil,  come  but  gradually 
into  operation.  The  aleurone-grains,  imbedded  in  a ground-sub- 
stance very  rich  in  fat  (Fig.  14,  A),  enclose  in  their  interior  usually 
one,  but  sometimes  two  or  more.  Protein- crystals  [or  so-called 
crystalloids],  and  usually  a single  rounded  body,  the  Globoid, 
which  is  of  inorganic  compo.sition,  the  combination  of  double 
phosphoric  acid  with  lime  and  magnesia.  With  longer  action  of 
water  the  ground-substance  in  which  the  aleurone-grains  lie  is 
disorganized ; great  masses  of  oil  collect  around  and  on  the 
object.  These  cling  partly 
to  the  object  and  the  glass, 
and  have  an  irregular 


B 


Fig.  14 — From  the  emlo-perm  of  Eicinus  com- 
munis.  A,  a cell  of  the  endosperm  with  its  contents, 
viewed  in  water;  B,  single  aleurone-grains  seen 
in  olive  oil;  g,  the  globoid;  /c,  the  protein-crystal 
(x510). 


form,  partly  lie  free,  and 
then  are  globular.  They 
are  mostly  clouded  with 
numerous  vacuoles.  If 
the  microscope  is  adjusted 
so  as  to  show  an  optical 
section  of  such  an  oil 
drop,  it  appears  bright 
grey,  and  is  surrounded 
by  a narrow  black  limiting 
zone.  If  the  tube  of  the  microscope  is  lowered,  the  dark  ring 
disappears;  the  disk  ajopears  somewhat  more  brightly  surrounded. 
If  the  tube  is  raised,  the  dark  zone,  which  in  the  mid-position  of 
the  tube  is  narrow,  becomes  broader.  Oil-drops  show,  therefore, 
reverse  appearances  to  those  which  have  been  previously  observed 
in  air-bubbles.  Air  refracts  light  less,  oil  more  strongly,  than 
water ; hence  their  opposite  relations.  These  relations  should  be 
noted  for  future  observation.  Bodies  which  are  less  refractive 
than  the  medium  in  which  they  are  observed,  have  an  inner 
brighter  part  which,  with  deeper  focussing,  is  so  much  the  smaller, 
an  outer  darker  part  which  is  so  much  the  broader ; with  more 
strongly  refractive  bodies  these  relations  are  exactly  reversed. 

If  we  run  absolute  alcohol  under  the  cover-glass  of  the  prejDar- 
ation  of  Bicinus,  which  is  at  present  in  water,  the  preparation  will 
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“ clear  ” somewhat;  and  simultaneously  the  protein-crystals  in  the 
aleurone-grains  come  out  very  sharply.  They  are  now  so  clearly 
defined  that  this  method  of  manipulation  is  recommended  in 
order  to  study  their  form, — hemihedral  tetrahedra  of  the  regular 
system.  " After  longer  action  of  the  alcohol,  the  oil-drops  dis- 
appear more  and  more,  as  castor  oil,  in  contradistinction  to 
other  fat  oils,  is  miscible  with  absolute  alcohol.  Now  make 
another  preparation  of  Ricinus  seed,  lay  it  on  the  glass-slide  in  a 
drop  of  glacial  acetic  acid,  and  cover  it  with  a cover-glass.  The 
protein-crystals  swell  and  disappear  in  the  aleurone-grains.  These 
latter  increase  considerably  in  volume,  the  globoids  also  enlarge, 
and  show  up  very  clearly  in  each  aleurone-grain.  Drops  of  fat 
are,  hov/ever,  not  visible,  because  castor  oil,  again  acting  as  an 
exception,  mixes  with  glacial  acetic  acid.  Otherwise  absolute 
alcohol  and  glacial  acetic  acid,  because  normally  they  either  not 
at  all  or  but  slightly  dissolve  fat  oils,  while  on  the  other  hand 
they  are  solvents  of  ethereal  oils,  are  the  best  reagents  for  the 
purpose  of  distinguishing  between  these  two  classes  of  oil  under 
the  microscope.  Of  ethereal  oils,  the  terjDene  dissolve  somewhat 
less  easily  than  the  others  in  both  the  above  reagents.  Chloroform 
and  ether  dissolve  fat  and  ethereal  oils  equally. 

To  a preparation  mounted  in  water  run  in  alcanna  (alkauet) 
tincture  diluted  with  water.  The  fat  masses  soon  accumulate  colour 
and  stain  reddish  brown,  a reaction  which  ethereal  oils  and  also 
resin  alike  show. 

Logwood  (ITaematoxylin)  added  in  small  quantity  to  a prepara- 
tion in  glycerine,  stains  the  protein -crystals  a beautiful  violet. 
In  olive  oil  the  protein-crystals  are  not  visible  ; the  whole  grain 
on  the  other  hand  appears  a strongly  refractive,  rounded  body,  at 
one  of  the  ends  of  which  the  globoid  simulates  the  appearance  of  a 
vacuole  (Fig.  14,  B).  The  protein-crystals  come  out  very  beauti- 
fully if  the  section  is  laid  in  a drop  of  1%  osmic  acid ; they  gradu- 
ally take  on  a brownish  tint.  By  the  same  reagent  the  oil  is 
slowly  blackened,  a peculiarity  which  fat  oils  have  in  common 
with  ethereal  oils ; this  reaction  is,  however,  not  characteristic,  as 
many  other  organic  substances  become  black  in  osmic  acid. 

Protein -crystals  of  extraordinary  beauty,  which  show  readily 
all  the  characteristic  protein  reactions,  are  to  be  found  in  the 
endosperm  of  the  seeds  of  Bertkolletia  excelsa,  the  well-known 
“ Brazil  nut.”  In  this  also  the  sections  are  exceedingly  easy  to 
obtain.  If  to  a preparation  laid  in  water  is  added  absolute  alcohol. 
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the  protein-crystals  come  out  veiy  sharply.  The  fat  oil  is  not 
touched  to  any  extent  by  the  alcohol.  It  i-emains  unchanged  also 
in  glacial  acetic  acid,  while  the  protein-crystals  are  immediately 
dissolved.  In  1%  osmic  acid  the  crystals  become  very  distinct. 
These  crystals  are  so  large,  that  their  form  can  be  made  out  even 
by  comparatively  smaller  magnification.  ISTear  the  crystal  lies  a 
globoid,  this  latter  being  here  always  in  the  form  of  an  irregular 
aggregation  of  rounded  bodies.  The  ground-substance  is  very  rich 
in  fat,  and  with  1%  osmic  acid  becomes  everywhere  quite  black. 
The  granular  contents  of  the  aleurone-grain  also  take  on  quickly 
a dark  coloration,  while  the  crystals  themselves  colour  slowly  yel- 
low. The  crystals  are  optically  uniaxial,  and  belong  to  the  hexa- 
gonal system. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  II. 

* Compare  Pfeffer,  Jahrh.  fiir  loiss.  Botanik,  viii.  p.  429,  where  the  other 
literature  will  be  found. 

“ Schimper,  Uvters.  ii.  d.  Proteinkrystalled.  Pjlanzen.  Inaugural  Dissertation, 
Strassburg,  1878. 


[Note  to  page  24.] 

“ Card-labels  for  object  slides.  Any  one  of  the  numerous  forms  of  glass- 
cement,  such  as  coaguline,  mend-all,  etc.,  will  answer  this  purpose.  A quan- 
tity of  slides  can  be  prepared  at  one  time.  The  card-labels  are  cemented  on 
both  ends  of  the  slide,  and  these  are  tied  into  bundles  to  dry  under  pressure. 
The  cards  recommended  at  p.  34,  for  drawing,  cut  into  admirable  labels. 
This  method  is  very  economical  for  keeping  preparations,  as  all  those  of  a 
similar  kind  can  be  tied  into  a bundle,  with  a plain  slide  over  the  uppermost, 
through  which  its  label  will  be  visible.  Preioarations  preserved  in  glycerine  do 
not  then  necessarily  need  to  be  closed  with  Canada  Balsam,  provided  the  pre- 
paration is  thin,  so  that  little  glycerine  is  used.  [Ed.] 
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CHAPTER  III. 

MOVEMENTS  OF  PKOTOPLASM ; NUCLEUS.  DEAWING  WITH  THE 
CAMEEA,  ETC.;  CALCULATION  OF  MAGNIFICATION. 

Material  Wanted. 

Flowers  of  Tradcscantia  (best  T.  virginicn).  Fresh.  Or,  very  young 
shoot  of  a Caciirhita  (gourd,  pumpkin,  cucumber,  vegetable 
marrow,  etc.). 

Young  roots  of  the  Frog-bit  {Tlydrocliaris  morsus-ranct)  or  of  Trianea 
hogolensis.  Quite  fresh. 

Strong,  oldish,  leaves  of  Vallisneria  spiralis.  Fresh. 

Young  parts  of  Nitella.  Fresh. 

We  will  first  study  now  the  phenomena  of  the  movement  of  living 
protoplasm,  and  select  as  one  of  the  most  favourable  objects  for 
this  purpose  the  hairs  on  the  staminal  filaments  of  Tradescantia 
(the  Spider- wort).  Tradescantia  virginica,  and  other  closely- 
allied  species,  are  cultivated  in  every  botanical  garden,  and 
flower  from  May  or  June  till  late  into  autumn.  The  long  violet 
hairs  in  every  flower  will  at  once  strike  the  eye.  For  observation, 
select  hairs  out  of  a flower  which  is  either  just  opening  or  has 
just  opened.  The  preparation  is  made  by  seizing  a tuft  of  flairs 
at  tlie  base  witfl  tfle  forceps  ; remove  tflem  and  lay  tliem  in  water. 
Or  tfle  wflole  filament  can  be  placed  under  a cover  glass  if  tfle 
antfler  is  previously  removed.  In  tflis  last  case  tfle  masses  of 
air  clinging  amOngst  tfle  flairs  will  give  trouble,  and  it  takes  some 
pains  to  remove  tflem.  Tflis  is  best  effected  by  means  of  a fine 
camel-flair  brusfl,  witfl  wliich  tfle  flairs  are  bruslied  over  from 
below  upwards,  tfle  tuft  being  at  tfle  same  time  lield  firmly  at 
tfle  base.  After  tflis  tfle  cover  glass  is  laid  on.  Most  of  the 
hairs  will  not  have  suffered,  provided  the  air  has  been  removed 
witfl  sufficient  carefulness. 

The  hairs  in  question  are  formed  of  numerous  cells,  swollen  into 
a barrel  form,  and  arranged  into  an  unbranched  row.  At  the 
points  of  constriction  lie  the  partition  walls  which  separate  the 
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individual  cells  from  one  another.  Each  cell  (Fig.  1.5)  shows  a 
thin  continuous  lining  layer  [“  peripheral  layer  ”]  of  protoplasm, 
and  is  traversed  in  the  interior  by  numerous  thinner  and  thicker 
protoplasmic  strands.  Suspended  within  these  strands  is  to  be 
found  the  nucleus,  surrounded  by  an  enveloping  layer  of  proto- 
plasm. (Shown  somewhat  below  the  middle  in  the  figure.)  The 
cell  cavity  in  which  the  nucleus  is  suspended,  and  which  is 
traversed  by  the  protoplasmic  strands,  is  filled  by  a violet-coloured 
cell  sap.  It  is  the  vacuole.  The  protoplasm  consists  in  a 
colourless,  viscous,  semi-fluid  substance,  which  is 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  Hyaloplasm  [i.e., 
clear  plasma],  and  which  contains  numerous  minute 
granules,  called  by  the  name  of  Microsomata,  or 
Microsomes.  Besides  these  there  can  also  be  seen 
in  the  protoplasm,  in  greater  or  less  number, 
somewhat  larger,  highly  refractive  bodies,  which 
ap23ear  somewhat  bluish  in  colour,  and  which  will 
be  designated  by  the  terms  Starch-formers,  Starch- 
builders,  or  Lsucoplasts.  If  we  focus  the  object- 
glass  from  the  peripheral  protoplasm  inwards,  it 
will  be  seen  that  this  is  not  in  movement  as  a 
whole,  but  that  rather  the  fine,  net-like,  anasto- 
mosing, protoplasmic  .strands  flow  into  and  away 
from  it.  In  the  protojo’asmic  threads  which  sur- 
round the  nucleus  the  movement  is  especially 
strong.  These  streams  are  of  various  thickness, 
they  anastomose  laterally  with  one  another  more 
or  less  frequently,  and  the  nucleus  manifestly 
furnishes  a central  point  for  them.  Most  of  the 
threads  end  in  the  plasma  layer  surrounding  the 
nucleus.  The  current  in  a single  strand  moves  often  only  in  one 
direction ; often,  however,  it  can  be  seen  that  even  in  very  thin 
strands  or  threads  there  are  two  currents  in  opposite  directions. 
The  movement  is  recognisable  by  the  microsomes  and  leucoplasts 
borne  in  the  clear  basal  hyaloplasm.  With  continued  observa- 
tion it  will  be  seen  that  the  strands  slowly  change  their  thickness, 
arrangement,  and  other  conformation.  New  branches  of  the 
system  can  be  seen  to  arise,  others  can  become  constantly  thinner 
in  the  middle,  finally  break  through  and  withdraw  into  other 
strands.  Thus  by  degrees  the  figure  changes.  The  nucleus  is 
almost  globular,  in  many  cases  oval  or  somewhat  flattened.  With 
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the  strongest  magnification  which  is  at  our  command  it  appeal’s 
finely  punctate,  and  in  it  can  he  readily  distinguished  some  larger 
granules  (Nucleoli).  Often  two  nuclei  lie  close  together  in  such 
a cell,  because  the  original  nucleus  has  divided.  The  nucleus  is 
towed  about  hither  and  thither  by  the  plasma  strands,  and  thus 
slowly  changes  its  position  in  the  cell.  In  order  to  prove  this, 
take  rapidly  a sketch  of  the  cell,  and  compare  this  with  the 
arrangement  of  the  nucleus  and  the  currents  after  the  lapse  of 
some  time.  Such  a sketch  can  only  be  accurately  taken  by  means 
of  a drawing  prism,  and  it  alone  has  definite  value  for  later  com- 
parison. We  will,  therefore,  endeavour  here  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  use  of  the  drav/ing  prism. 

The  camera  lucida  of  Abbe  recommended  first  of  all  in  the 
Introduction,  which  is  represented  in  ideal  longitudinal  section 


Fig.  16.— Camera  lucida  of  Abbe,  nat.  size.  Ideal  longitudinal  section.  The  course  of 
the  rays  of  light  indicated  by  the  dotted  lines  ; o,  the  position  of  the  eye  j s,  the  direction  of 
the  surface  for  drawing  upon  j sr,  clamping  screw. 


ill  Fig.  16,  is,  as  shown  in  the  figure,  placed  upon  the  eye-piece 
and  fastened  with  the  clamping  screw  shown  at  its  side  (sr). 
It  is  best  to  remove  the  eye-piece  before  screwing  on  the  camera, 
as  in  the  performance  of  this  manipulation  upon  the  microscope 
there  is  the  danger  that  the  tube  may  be  pressed  down,  and  the' 
preparation  crushed.  When  the  eye-piece  with  the  camera  is. 
placed  in  the  tube,  then,  in  case  we  use  the  microscope  with  the  left 
eye,  the  mirror  of  the  camera  should  be  placed  in  front ; but  in  case 
of  use  of  the  right  eye,  to  the  right  hand,  and  inclined  about  45°, 
in  the  manner  shown  in  the  figure.  If  now  we  look  through  the 
camera  in  the  direction  of  the  eye-piece,  we  see  once  more  the' 
figure  of  the  object  in  the  field  of  view  of  the  microscope.  Now 
place  in  front  of,  or  to  the  i-ight  side  of,  the  microscope  a 
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horizontal  drawing  desk,  this  being  thereabouts  the  height  of  the 
stage  of  the  microscope.  Lay  a sheet  of  drawing-paper  upon  this 
desk,  and  rest  the  point  of  a lead  pencil  against  it.  If  the  point 
of  the  pencil  is  found  under  the  mirror  in  the  direction  of  s,  this 
must  now  be  visible  in  the  field  of  view  of  the  microscope  at  the 
same  time  -with  the  figure  of  the  object.  The  point  of  the  pencil 
is,  however,  made  visible  by  double  reflection,  the  first  time  in  the 
large  mirror,  the  second  time  in  the  silvered  surface  of  a small 
prism  in  the  point  of  sight  of  the  eye-piece  (compare  the  figure) 
while  the  microscopic  figure  comes  directly  to  the  eye  through  a 
small  opening  in  the  silvering  of  this  prism.  If  the  surface  of 
the  drawing  desk  does  not  lie  in  the  distinct  visual  distance  of 
the  observer,  the  point  of  the  pencil  will  be  seen  indistinctly,  and 
the  drawing  desk  must  be  raised,  or,  though  seldom,  be  made 
lower.  We  test  the  necessary  height  by  means  of  books  laid  one 
upon  the  other.  The  microscopic  figure  is  only  well  visible  on 
the  drawing  surface  when  a definite  relation  of  brightness  exists 
between  the  two.  Dimming  of  the  drawing  surface  can  be  pro- 
duced by  the  aid  of  smoked  glasses,  which  are  made  to  tarn  on 
the  camera.  If  the  arrangement  is  perfect  you  can  draw  with  the 
lead  pencil  the  outline  of  the  object  as  if  drawing  it  in  the  field 
of  view  of  the  microscope. 

The  second  camera  mentioned  in  the  Introduction  is  seen  in 
Fig.  2,  set  upon  the  microscope  in  the  position  for  drawing.  This 
camera  has  the  advantage  that  it  can  always  be  kept  on  the 
instrument,  and  with  some  practice  will  perform  yeoman’s  service. 
It  consists  of  two  prisms,  inclined  to  one  another,  in  a common 
setting.  The  rays  coming  from  the  pencil  take,  after  double 
reflection  inside  the  prisms,  a course  parallel  to  the  axis  of  the 
microscope,  and  thus  coincide  with  the  rays  coming  direct  from 
the  object.  The  camera  is  placed  in  the  inclination  represented 
in  the  figure,  and  so  placed  that  its  anterior  edge,  visible  through 
the  opening  in  the  setting,  approximately  bisects  the  “ pupil  ” of 
the  emerging  rays  of  the  microscope,  ^.e.,  the  bright  circular  disk 
which  we  notice  when  we  look  perpendicularly  into  the  eye-piece 
from  a short  distance,  .such  as  I|  inch,  above  it.  If,  then,  on 
moving  the  head  to  one  side  we  do  not  see  the  “pupil”  notably 
displaced  towards  the  edge  of  the  prism,  this  latter  stands  also 
at  the  right  height.  We  draw  upon  a sloping  drawing  desk, 
which  is  placed  in  front  of  the  microscope.  If,  after  some 
attempts,  we  have  found  the  point  of  the  lead  pencil  upon  the 
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drawing-  paper,  we  can  now  follow  with  it  the  outlines  of  the 
object.  If  the  object  is  not  to  be  distorted  in  drawing,  the  draw- 
ing desk  must  have  the  correct  inclination.  In  order  to  determine 
this,  we  use  a method  of  procedure  wdiich  quickly  leads  us  to  our 
end.  We  draw  the  circular  outline  of  the  held  of  view  upon  the 
paper  with  the  aid  of  our  camera,  and  obtain  thus,  if  the  inclina- 
tion of  the  drawing  desk  is  correct,  likewise  a circle  i.e.,  the  cross 
measurements  of  the  figure  from  side  to  side  and  from  top  to 
bottom  of  the  sloped  surface  will  be  like ; if,  on  the  other  hand,' 
we  have  an  ellipse,  the  slope  of  the  drawing  desk  is  not  correct, 
and  must  be  varied  until  a circle  is  produced.  Or,  we  set  in 
position,  and  always  with  strong  magnification,  the  stage  micro- 
meter recommended  in  the  Introduction,  t.e.,  a millimeter  divided 
into  100  parts,  engraved  upon  an  object  slide.  We  now  turn  the 
staofe  micrometer  around  through  90°,  so  that  the  engraved  lines 
shall  run  fix>m  side  to  side,  and  succeed  one  another  fore  and  aft. 
In  case  the  too  small  size  of  the  stage  does  not  permit  such  a 
position  of  the  stage  micrometer,  we  must  change  the  position  of 
the  microscope  90°.  The  turning  of  the  microscope  naturally 
renders  necessary  a change  of  the  direction  of  the  mirror.  If  our 
instrument  is  provided  with  a “concentric  rotating  stage,”  or 
similar  appliance,  then  it  is  only  necessary  to  turn  this  ; such  a 
stage  is  very  useful  for  drawing,  as  it  enables  us  to  place  the 
object  in  the  desired  position.  If  we  have  given  the  micrometer  its 
proper  position,  we  draw,  with  the  help  of  the  camera,  its  lines 
upon  the  paper  on  the  drawing  desk.  The  lines  follow  one 
another  up  the  slope  of  the  desk,  W^'e  shall  succeed,  without 
much  practice,  in  reproducing  it  exactly ; but,  as  the  lines  have  a 
definite  thickness,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  represent  always 
a definite  edge  of  the  line.  The  inclination  of  the  drawing  desk 
is  correct  when  the  distance  apart  of  the  lines  remains  the  same 
at  all  heights.  If  this  distance  increases  upwards  on  the  desk, 
the  desk;  must  be  made  steeper ; if  it  sinks,  it  must  be  placed  in  a 
less-inclined  position.  As,  for  the  rest,  small  mistakes  are  not 
excluded  from  our  measuring  scale,  it  is  necessary  to  represent 
several  parts  of  it  in  the  same  way.  In  this  way  we  shall  find 
that  our  desk  should  have  a slope  of  about  25°.  Having  once 
found  the  correct  slope,  it  is  well  to  have  a desk  made  with  its 
two  supporting  sides  of  the  correct  heights. 

This  figure,  when  we  have  obtained  the  correct  inclination  of 
the  drawing  desk,  can  be,  at  the  same  time,  used  in  order  to 
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calculate  the  magnification  of  the  drawing  i.e.,  the  magnifying 
power  of  the  system,  or  combination  of  objective  and  eye-piece,  in 
use.  We  know  already  that  the  lines  which  we  have  drawn 
are  O'Ol  millimeter  {i.e.,  approximately  inch)  removed  from 

one  another.  If  we  find  that  now  they  lie  2'4  mm.  {i.e.,  nearly 
inch),  we  know  that  the  drawing  is  enlarged  240  times.  This 
method  is  also  the  simplest  and  beat  for  measuring  the  size  of  the 
microscopical  object.  If  we  have,  that  is,  attained  the  necessary 
accuracy  in  drawing,  in  order  to  reproduce  even  slight  variations 
in  size  with  fidelity,  and  if  we  know  the  definite  enlargement  of 
the  object  which  we  have  drawn  at  exactly  the  same  distance, 
it  needs  only  to  divide  the  size  of  the  drawing  by  the  knovm 
enlargement  to  get  the  actual  size  of  the  object.  If,  e.g.,  one 
cell  of  the  hair  of  Tradescantia  appears,  with  240  times  enlarge- 
ment of  its  figure,  to  be  9 mm.  broad,  this  indicates  an  actual 
breadth  of  -^to  inm.,  i.e.,  of  0’0375  mm.  This  method  gives  in 
the  simplest  way  such  a close  result,  that  in  our  investigations 
we  can  limit  ourselves  to  it. 

Various  other  contrivances  have  been  introduced  for  the  purpose 
of  aids  to  drawing.  Some  of  these,  like  the  Wollaston  Camera 
Lucida,  require  the  body  qf  the  instrument  to  be  placed  horizon- 
tally, and  the  instrument  as  a whole  to  be  raised  on  a pedestal. 
This  can  of  course  only  be  used  with  instruments  which  admit 
of  this  position;  and  for  w^orking  purposes  it  is,  besides,  objection- 
able in  several  ways.  A very  cheap  form  for  use  thus  is  Dr. 
Beale’s  neutral-tint  reflector,  which  fixes  on  the  eyepiece,  making 
with  its  glass  an  angle  of  45°.  The  student,  when  he  chooses 
a camera  or  drawing-prism,  should  always  select  one  for  use  with 
the  instrument  in  the  vertical  position ; and,  as  he  may  not  im- 
probably obtain  one  from  a maker  who  is  not  the  maker  of  his 
instrument,  he  should  always  send  the  eyepiece  of  the  latter,  so 
that  the  fittings  of  the  camera  may  be  adjusted  to  the  size  of  this. 
Zeiss’s  camera  is  adjusted  for  eyepieces  of  the  continental  size, 
a size  much  used  by  English  makers  for  their  smaller  instruments. 
Of  whatever  camera  is  chosen  the  method  of  adjustment  upon  the 
eyepiece  must  be  learned  from  the  maker  (though  usually  very 
easy  to  find  out  for  one’s  self)  ; the  rules  laid  down  above  for  learn- 
ing how  to  draw  are  equally  applicable  to  all  of  them.  Lastly, 
the  quality  of  the  drawing  depends  on  two  factors : 1st,  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  observer,  and  2nd,  the  skill  of  the  draughtsman. 

Now  turn  once  more  to  the  cell  of  the  Tradescantia  hair,  and 
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endeavour  with  one  or  another  drawing  apparatus  to  make  a figure 
of  it.  As  in  all  drawing  ajDparatus  which  are  not  strictly  cameras, 
~ome  manipulation  for  the  regulation  of  the  light  is  needed,  so  we 
must  endeavour,  either  by  shading  the  drawing  surface,  or  by 
changing  the  position  of  the  mirror,  to  obtain  thereabouts  similar 
brightness  for  the  surface  of  the  drawing  and  the  field  of  the 
microscope.  For  drawing,  it  is  best  to  use  stiff,  smooth  drawing- 
cards  * and  black-lead  pencils.  In  order  that  they  shall  not  be 
effaced,  finished  drawings  can  be  washed  over  with  very  dilute 
gum-water. 

Take  in  this  way  a sketch  of  the  entire  outline  of  the  cell,  of  the 
protoplasmic  streams  and  the  nucleus,  and  compare  it  after  some 
hours,  to  see  whether  the  form  and  circumstances  now  correspond. 
As  already  indicated,  we  shall  most  probably  find  that  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  streams  has  altered,  and  that  the  nucleus  has 
changed  its  position  in  the  cell. 

In  order  to  determine  that  in  their  streaming  the  cells  are 
independent  of  one  another,  and  that  the  cell-wall  does  not  in- 
fluence the  movement,  allow  a neutral  but  water- withdrawing  fluid 
to  act  upon  the  cell.  Under  the  cover-glass  add  to  the  drop  of 
water  a little  concentrated  sugar  solutiop,  or,  better  still,  glycerine. 
Before  long  the  reagent  begins  to  withdraw  the  water  of  the  cell- 
sap,  and  there  results  a decided  contraction  of  the  protoplasmic 
sac  [i.e.,  the  lining  layer]  into  the  cell.  This  withdraws  from 
particular  places  of  the  cell-wall.  This  contraction  of  the  proto- 
plasmic body  of  the  cell  under  the  influence  of  dehydrating  (^.e., 
water-extracting)  media  is  distinguished  by  the  name  Plasmolysis. 
It  can  be  then  observed,  that  so  long  as  the  contraction  does  not 
become  too  strong,  the  streaming  of  the  protoplasm  still  goes  on, 
even  in  those  parts  where  it  has  withdrawn  from  the  cell- wall. 
Soon,  indeed,  all  movement  in  the  cell  is  arrested.  Yet  in  most 
cases  to  set  it  going  again  it  suffices  to  wash  out  the  water- 
extracting  reagent  by  means  of  water.  To  this  end  water  should 
be  run  under  one  edge  of  the  cover-glass,  while  the  fluid  under  the 
cover-glass  is  sucked  out  from  the  other  edge  by  blotting-paper. 
The  protoplasmic  sac  then  again  tends  to  expand  and  reach  the 
cell- wall.  It  not  infrequently  happens  that  during  the  contraction 
single  pieces  of  the  protoplasm  separate  themselves  from  the 
cell- body,  and  remain  lying  against  the  cell- wall  as  rounded 

* Such,  of  excellent  quality  and  surface,  are  Goodall’s  thin  Bristol  Boards. 
Ed.] 
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balls.  These  balls  can  also  be  retaken  into  the  expanding  proto- 
plasmic sac. 

It  is  easy  to  determine  that  during  the  contraction  of  the 
contents,  observed  as  above,  the  colour-material  does  not  dift’use 
through  the  living  protoplasmic  sac,  and  that  the  coloration  of 
the  cell-sap  becomes  proportionally  more  intense.  The  appear- 
ances in  dead  cells  are  quite  otherwise.  For  example,  allow 
absolute  alcohol  to  act  upon  the  hairs.  The  protoplasm  is  imme- 
diately killed,  and  now  the  peculiar  property  of  coagulated  proto- 
plasmic masses,  to  accumulate  colour  materials,  is  set  in  action. 
The  protoplasm  withdraws  from  the  cell-sap  the  violet  colour, 
and  this  soon  appears  quite  limpid,  while  the  cell-plasm  and  the 
nucleus  stain  deep  violet.  The  violet  colour  can  now  pass  through 
the  protoplasmic  sac,  and  diffuse  in  the  surrounding  fluid.  ^ 

If  Tradescantia  should  not  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  observer,  other 
hairs  can  be  substituted  for  it.  A very  favourable  object  is  pro- 
vided by  the  hairs  which  grow  upon  the  youngest  shoots  of  the 
genus  Cuctirhita  [gourd,  pumpkin,  vegetable  marrow,  cucumber, 
etc.].  The  preparation  is  made  by  removing  these  hairs  at  their 
base  by  a razor,  and  bringing  them  into  a drop  of  water  on  a slide. 
The  stronger  hairs  are  multicellular  at  the  base,  and  pass  into 
a tapering  cell-row  ; others  bear  multicellular  heads.  The  proto- 
plasmic network  in  the  cells  is  finely  developed ; it  contains  micro- 
somes,  and,  though  but  sparely,  large,  green-coloured  Chlorophyll- 
grains.  The  nucleus  is  large,  suspended  by  the  threads  ; it  has  a 
brightly  shining  nucleolus,  and  is  carried  about  hither  and  thither 
in  the  cell. 

A very  peculiar  object  is  provided  by  the  root-hairs  of  Hydro- 
charis  morsus-ranae.  [the  Frogbit].  For  the  investigation  are 
selected  fresh  young  roots  with  stiff  hairs.  The  hairs  are  visible 
to  the  naked  eye.  Cut  off  an  entire  root-point,  and  quickly  place 
it  on  the  slide  in  a sufficient  quantity  of  water.  The  cover-glass 
is  laid  on  in  the  usual  way,  and  the  largest  cover-glass  at  our 
disposal  should  always  be  chosen.  In  this  way  the  preparation 
is  made,  although  it  is  true  that,  owing  to  the  not  inconsiderable 
thickness  of  the  object,  all  parts  will  not  be  accessible  with 
stronger  magnification,  because  the  object-glass  will  come  into 
contact  beforehand  with  the  cover-glass.  These  hair-cells  are 
very  long  and  tubular,  and,  like  all  root-hairs,  unicellular.  The 
protoplasm,  which  it  richly  contains,  is  in  active  movement,  but 
there  are  here,  not  numerously  divided  thin  streams,  formed  into 

" ^ See  notes  on  page  37a. 
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a network,  but  a single  strong  stream,  moving  round  in  the 
protoplasm  lining  the  wall.  This  kind  of  movement  is  called 
Rotation,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  other  kind,  or  Circulation. 
This  stream,  thus  returning  to  the  same  place,  presents  the 
appearance  of  a broad,  slightly  spirally  turned  band,  which,  if 
jH'ojected  upon  a plane  would  form  a very  elongated  figure  8.  ' 
The  movement  must  not,  however,  be  represented  as  if  the  band, 
as  a connected  whole,  were  turned  around  inside  the  cell,  for, 
in  fact,  the  neighbouring  parts  during  the  movement  are  con- 
tinually changing  their  reciprocal  position.  The  two  streams 
going  in  opposite  directions  are,  however,  not  in  immediate  juxta- 
position, but  are  separated  by  a narrow  band  of  protoplasm  which 
is  at  rest.  This  “ neutral  band  ” is  reduced  to  a very  thin  layer 
of  protoplasm.  ^ 

The  leaves  of  Vallisneria  spiralis  furnish  very  instructive  pre- 
parations for  illustrating  rotation  of  protoplasm.  This  plant  is 
cultivated  in  all  botanical  gardens,  and  very  commonly  also  in 
aquaria  in  rooms  in  houses.  For  investigation  a strong  leaf  is 
selected,  and  a section  taken  from  the  lower  part  of  it.  For  this 
purpose  it  answers  best  to  lay  the  long,  narrow  leaf  across  the 
index  finger,  and  to  hold  it  down  on  both  sides  with  the  thumb 
and  middle  finger.  The  surface  section  is  taken  by  moving  the 
razor  parallel  to  the  long  axis  of  the  leaf.  The  aim  should  be  to 
obtain  a plate  or  “ lamella  ” of  tissue  about  half  the  thickness  of 
the  leaf  [but  if  the  section  should  at  first  sight  appear  too  thick, 
parts  of  it  which  are  sufficiently  thin  for  the  purpose  will  probably 
be  found] . This  lamella  is  laid  on  a slide,  epidermis  downwards, 
in  a drop  of  water.  Air  clinging  to  it  may  make  some  parts  of 
the  section  useless,  but  others  will  always  be  found  which  admit 
of  undisturbed  observation.  The  streaming  always  goes  on  for 
some  time  before  it  is  discontinued ; it  can  be  best  followed  in  the 
wide  elongated  cells  which  form  the  interior  of  the  leaf.  At  low 
room  temperatures  the  movement  is  sluggish,  but  it  can  be 
hastened  by  slight  warming  of  the  microscope  slide.  The  stream 
circles  around  the  entire  cell,  without,  in  most  cases,  to  any  extent 
deviating  from  its  direction  parallel  to  the  long  axis.  The 
“ neutral  band  ” is  pretty  broad.  The  stream  cai’ries  Avith  it 
green-coloured  chlorophyll  grains  and  the  nucleus.  The  latter  is 
flattened  into  the  form  of  a disk.  From  time  to  time  it  comes  into 
sight,  but  as  a rule  it  is  concealed  by  chlorophyll-grains.  Not 
infrequently  it  sticks  at  a turning  point,  then  the  accompanying 

° See  note  on  page  37a. 
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cliloropliyll-grains  also  halt  with  it,  till,  an  instant  later,  all  again 
are  drawn  into  the  stream.  The  direction  of  the  streaming 
changes  from  cell  to  cell  without  any  regularity.  If  glycerine  or 
sugar  solution  is  permitted  to  act  upon  the  section,  the  proto- 
plasmic sac  can  he  seen  to  withdraw  from  the  cell- wall,  and  the 
continuance  of  the  streaming  at  the  first  moment  of  contraction 
can  he  readily  made  out. 

The  strongest  protoplasmic  currents  known  in  vegetable  cells 
are  met  with  in  the  Characece  (Stone worts).  We  must,  how- 
ever, take  the  genus  Nitella,  for  the  genus  Chara  has  completely 
invested,  and  therefore  opaque,  internodes,  while  the  internodes  are 
•specially  suited  for  the  investigation.  For  observation  we  select  the 
younger  members  of  the  plant,  and  can  state  immediately  that 
the  rotating  layer  of  protoplasm  possesses  a very  distinct  thickness. 
The  outer  layer  of  protoplasm  immediately  lining  the  cell-wall, 
in  which  the  chlorophyll-grains  lie,  is  motionless.  The  motion- 
less layer  is  here,  therefore,  comparatively  thick,  while  it  is  in 
general  so  thin  as  to  escaj)e  observation.  For  in  all  earlier  investi- 
gated objects  also  an  outermost  denser  layer  of  jDrotoplasm,  the 
so-called  primordial  utricle  (or  Ectoplasm)  takes  no  part  in  the 
movement.  An  obliquely  mounting  stripe  or  band  on  the  wall  of 
Nitella  is  free  from  chlorophyll  grains  ; it  attracts  the  eye  by  its 
lighter  coloration.  This  band,  wanting  in  chlorophyll,  marks  the 
neutral  band  in  the  protoplasmic  stream.  It  repeats  here  the 
like  appearance  with  the  root  hairs  of  Hydo'ocharis,  where  vve  found 
the  neutral  band  of  the  protoplasmic  layer  likewise  extremely 
reduced.  The  internodal  cells  of  Characece  are  multinuclear,  the 
protoplasmic  current  carries  with  it  numerous  elongated  nuclei, 
which  it  is  true  show  up  as  brighter  spots  only  in  the  most  favour- 
able cases.  If  the  piece  ofthe  plant  is  laid  for  12  to  24  hours  in 
1%  solution  of  chromic  acid,  they  can  often  be  very  readily  seen,  and 
their  peculiar  rod-like,  curved,  and  horse-shoe  forms  made  out. 
Not  to  be  confused  with  these  nuclei  are  the  rounded  balls  which 
are  seen  carried  around  in  the  stream  in  larger  or  smaller  number. 
These  appear  either  smooth  or  with  a spinous  surface ; as  to  their 
significance  there  is  uncertainty.  Simultaneously  with  their  for- 
ward movement,  these  balls  are  turned  upon  their  axis,  which 
shows  that  the  rapidity  of  the  stream  is  greatest  by  the  station- 
ary chlorophyll-containing  outer  layer  of  plasma,  and  gradually 
diminishes  towards  the  cell-cavity. 
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NOTES  TO  CHAPTEE  TIL 

Traclescantia  virginica  is  a quite  hardy  perennial,  and  can  be  grown  in  any 
garden.  It  dies  down  in  winter.  Flowering  period,  June  to  August. — [Ed.] 


[Notes  to  page  35.] 

“ It  is  a universal  rule  that,  so  long  as  the  cell  lives,  the  colouring  matters 
dissolved  in  the  cell-sap  cannot  diffuse  through  the  denser  layer  by  which  the 
protoplasm  is  limited  externally. 

* The  phenomena  which  are  produced  when  the  hairs  of  Tradescantia  are 
laid  in  a drop  of  10  per  cent,  solution  of  nitrate  of  potash,  and  then  taken  under 
observation,  are  specially  interesting.  Most  of  the  cells,  it  is  true,  show  ordinary 
plasmolysis  ; but  cells  will  also  often  be  found  in  which  a barely  perceptible 
contraction  of  the  plasmic  body  has  ensued,  whereas  the  cell-cavity,  filled  with 
its  violet  cell-sap,  has  collected  together  as  an  independent  structure.  In  such 
cases  the  cell-plasma  is  quickly  killed,  with  the  exception  of  the  layer  which 
surrounds  the  cell-cavity.  This  layer  is  therefore  distinguished  by  its  compara- 
tive independence  and  greater  resisting  power.  At  length  the  cell-cavity  forms 
one  or  several  vacuoles,  filled  with  dark,  violet-coloured  cell-sap,  lying  in  the 
disorganised  cell-plasma.  That  the  plasmic  layer  surrounding  the  cell-sap 
remains  living  is  proved  by  its  opposing  the  passage  of  the  colouring  matter. 
If  a little  watery  eosin  has  been  added  to  the  solution  of  nitrate  of  potash,  the 
dying  plasma,  together  with  the  nucleus,  is  immediately  stained  red.  (Com- 
pare H.  de  Vries,  “ Plasmolytische  Studien  ii.  d.  Wand  der  Vacuolen,”  in  Jahrb. 
/.  JFiss.  Bot.,  Bd.  xvi.,  p.  465.) 

[Note  to  page  36.] 

® In  winter,  or  in  other  times  in  the  year,  when  Uydrocharis  cannot  be 
obtained,  it  can  be  replaced  by  Trianea  hogotensis,  a South  American  Hydro- 
charidean,  cultivated  in  most  botanical  gardens.  The  form  of  the  root-hairs 
agrees  entirely  with  that  in  Uydrocharis,  as  also  does  the  rotation  in  the  fully- 
developed  root-hairs.  The  young  root-hairs,  on  the  other  hand,  show  active 
circulation,  with  abundantly  branched,  frequently  changing,  cm*rents.  In 
general,  the  streams  in  the  lining-layer  of  protoplasm  move  towards  the  tip  of 
the  hair,  and  make  their  way  from  thence  as  threads,  which  traverse  the  cell- 
cavity.  Between  this  circulation,  and  the  definitely  restricted  rotation,  all 
stages  of  transition  can  be  observed.  The  cell-plasma  contains  microsomes, 
besides  pretty  numerous,  strongly  refractive,  globular  bodies,  partly,  perhaps, 
leucoplasts,  and  vacuoles  of  different  sizes.  In  the  cell-sap  are  to  be  seen  more 
or  less  small  stellate  agglomerations,  probably  of  calcium  oxalate,  which  are 
driven  about  hither  and  thither  by  the  action  of  the  plasmic  streams. 
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CHAPTER  lY. 

CHEOMATOPHOKES.  COLOUEED  CELL-SAP. 

Material  Wanted. 

Funaria  liygromeirica,  or  Prothallia  of  a Fern.  The  former  (moss) 
very  commonly  grows  on  ground  which  has  been  charred,  or 
limestone  walls,  etc. ; the  latter,  on  pots  and  walls  of  fern-houses. 

Flowers  of  the  garden  “ Nasturtium  ” {Tropceolum  majus). 

Flowers  of  the  Snapdragon  {Antirrhinum  majus). 

Flowers  of  the  Periwinkle  {Vinca  major  or  minor),  or  other  blue 
flower. 

Flowers  of  the  Larkspur  {Delphinium  consoUda). 

Flowers  of  Adonis  fiammeus. 

Root  of  Ca^'rot  {Daucus  Carota). 

Autumnal  leaves  of  Virginian  creeper  {Ampelopsis  hederaeea). 

Autumnal  leaves  of  Ginhgo  hiloha  {Salishuria  adiantifolia)  \ or  Maple. 

Flowers  of  the  Mullein  {Verhascum  nigrum). 

Rhizome  of  Iris  germanica. 

[All  required  fresh.] 

We  have  already  had  an  ojDportunity  in  several  objects  of  obtain- 
ing an  insight  into  the  structure  and  enclosures  of  the  chlorophyll- 
grains  or  bodies  ; nevertheless,  we  will  give  our  attention  some- 
what specially  to  these  structures.  We  select  for  this  purpose  a 
very  widely  distributed  moss,  which  is  distinguished  by  very  fine, 
large,  lenticular  Chlorophyll-hodies,  and  of  which  the  leaves, 
unilamellar  with  the  exception  of  the  midrib,  permit  observation 
without  further  preparation.  This  moss  is  Funaria  hygrometrica. 
Numerous  chlorophyll-bodies  of  considerable  size  are  to  be  seen  in 
every  cell ; in  plants  which  are  exposed  to  diffused  daylight  they 
are  contiguous  only  to  the  free  cell-walls ; that  is,  to  those  which 
form  the  upper  and  under  surface  of  the  leaf.*  From  this  they 
present  their  broad  side  to  the  observer.  That  they  are  narrower 
in  profile  we  see  in  the  separate  grains  which  underlie  the  side 
walls.  All  stages  of  division  of  the  chlorophyll-bodies  are  easy  to 
find,  and  often  associated  in  the  same  cell  (Fig.  17).  The  resting 
grains  appear  quite  circular;  the}’’  then  become  elliptic,  afterwards 
constricted  in  the  middle  so  as  to  be  shaped  like  a figure  of  eight, 

* [This  is  commonly  known  as  the  position  of  Epi strophe.) 
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and  finally  completely  divided  across.  The  two  young  grains 
remain  for  some  time  still  in  contact.  The  starch-enclosures  of 
the  chlorophyll-bodies  are,  according  to  their 
varying  sizes,  in  many  leaves  easy,  in  others  dif- 
ficult to  see.  They  are,  however,  always  clearly 
distinguishable  when  the  chlorophyll-bodies  get 
out  of  an  opened  cell  into  the  surrounding  water, 
and  are  there  disorganized.  To  this  end  we  cut 
a leaf  with  a sharp  pair  of  scissors  into  several 
pieces.  The  starch-grains,  liberated  from  the 
disorganized  chlorophyll-bodies,  augment  in  size, 
and  are  identified  as  such  with  iodine.  On  the 
other  hand  an  entire  uninjured  chlorophyll-body 
is  coloured  brown  with  iodine,  always  as  a result  of  the  combined 
blue  coloration  of  the  starch-enclosures,  the  yellowish  brown 
coloration  of  the  protoplasmic  ground-substance,  and  the  green  of 
the  chlorophyll.  In  order  to  obtain  favourable  iodine  coloration 
of  the  uninjured  chlorophyll-bodies,  we  take  for  investigation  leaves 
which  have  lain  some  time  in  alcohol,  and  are  thereby  decolorized. 
The  chlorophyll -bodies  now  appear  colourless ; their  starch-en- 
closures take  on  the  coloration  by  gradual  entrance  of  the  iodine 
solution,  earlier  than  the  protoplasmic  body.  The  iodine  reaction 
is  still  more  noticeable  if  the  preparation  is  previously  treated 
with  potash,  which  causes  the  starch-grains  to  swell.  ^ This 
last  method  also  permits  the  smallest  quantity  of  starch  in  the 
chlorophyll-bodies  to  be  recognised.  This  succeeds  so  much  the 
more  surely  with  fresh  grains  if  they  are  treated  wdth  a solution 
of  five  parts  of  chloral  hydrate  in  two  parts  of  water”  to  which 
a little  iodine  solution  has  been  added  on  the  object-slide.  The 
chlorophyll  is  dissolved,  so  that  in  a few  minutes  the  leaf  appears 
colourless;  simultaneously  the  chlorophyll-body  swells,  and  also 
the  starch-grains  which  it  contains,  and  these  last  come  out  clearly 
with  their  blue  colour.  Leaves  decolorized  with  alcohol  show  also 
very  beautifully,  with  the  same  treatment,  the  blue-stained  starch- 
grains  in  the  chlorophyll-bodies,  while  these  last  are  not  coloured. 
After  the  chlorophyll-bodies  have  been  decolorized  by  alcohol  they 
can  be  stained  also  very  well  with  very  dilute  watery  solution  of 
Methyl  violet  or  of  Gentiana  violet.  The  cell  membranes  also  are 
always  coloured  hereby,  but  the  chlorophyll-bodies  are  darker,  and 
therefore  stand  out  more  sharply. 

With  stronger  magnification  the  living  chlorophyll-bodies  of  the 


Fig.  17. — Chloro- 
phyll-bodies from 
the  leaf  of  Funaria 
hygrometrica,  rest- 
iiifT  and  in  division. 
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leaf  of  Funaria  appear  to  be  finely  punctate,  and  thus  betray  a 
network  structure. 

The  same  results  as  with  the  leaves  of  Funaria  are  obtained  with 
Fern  prothallia,  so  that  the  two  objects  can  mutually  replace  one 
another.  Prothallia  are  always  readily  to  be  found  in  plant  houses 
in  which  ferns  are  cultivated ; any  species  equally  available  for 
this  investigation. 


In  order  to  become  acquainted  with  colour-bodies  (Chromato- 
phores)  of  other  coloration,  let  us  turn  next  to  Tropceolum  majus 
[the  so-called  “Nasturtium”  of  gardens].  We  choose  for  investi- 
gation flowers  only  just  opened,  because  the  colour-bodies  begin  to 
be  disorganized  in  older  flowers.  Let  us  first  take  surface  sections 
from  the  upper  side  of  the  sepals.  The  preparation  can  also  be 
taken  with  a fine  pair  of  forceps,  if  these  are  stuck  pretty  deeply 
into  the  tissue,  and  a strip  torn  therefrom.  The  preparation  is  laid 
in  a drop  of  water,  with  the  epidermis  turned  upwards.  Proceed  at 
once  to  the  investigation,  because  the  injurious  action  of  water  on 
the  colour-body  makes  itself  felt  immediately.  The  margin  of  the 
section  wdll  have  suffered  from  the  beginning;  therefore,  cells  that 
are  still  unchanged  should  be  selected  for  more  searching  ex- 
amination. The  colour-bodies  are  yellow 
with  a shade  of  orange.  They  appear 
spindle-like,  three  or  four  angled  (Fig.  18), 
in  forms  which  border  on  the  crystalline. 
The  unchanged  bodies  are  homogeneous. 
Under  the  influence  of  water  they  swell, 
become  rounded  off,  and  vacuolate  ; that  is, 
hollows  filled  with  water  appear  in  their 
interior.  The  bodies  overlie  in  especial 
number  the  inner  wall  of  the  epidermal 
cells  of  the  upper  side  of  the  calyx.  The 
brown  streaks  on  the  upper  side  of  the 
sepals  proceed,  as  suitable  sections  show, 
from  epidermal  lines,  the  cells  of  which  are 
filled  with  carmine-red  cell-sap.  These 
cells  contain  also  yellow  grains,  which, 
however,  the  coloured  cell-sap  renders 
quite  invisible.  In  the  red  cells  the  nu- 
cleus shows  mostly  as  a clear  spot.  The 
petals  show  analogous  relations ; here  the  edges  of  the  limb,  as 
well  as  the  cilia  at  the  base  of  it,  can  be  used  for  observation 


Fig.  18  — From  the  upper 
side  of  the  calyx  of  Tropceo- 
lum majus.  The  inner  wall 
of  an  epidermal  cell  with 
the  colour-bodies  (chromato- 
phores)  adjacent  to  it  (x 
610). 
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m their  entire  thickness.  The  air  adherins:  to  the  limb  hinders 
observation,  but  spots  free  from  air  will  always  be  found,  or  can 
be  made  free  by  light  pressure  on  the  limb.  The  sepals,  however 
always  remain  preferable  for  the  observation  of  colour-bodies, 
since  the  papillae  interrupt  observ^ation  of  the  petals.  It  is 
evident  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  brown  stripes  on  the 
two  lower  petals,  every  epidermal  cell  of  the  upper  and  under  side 
of  it  is  prolonged  in  its  centre  into  a blunt  cone,  the  papillae 
already  alluded  to.  These  papillae  are  more  strongly  developed 
on  the  upper  tha.n  on  the  under  side.  They  give  to  the  petals  a 
velvety  appearance.  The  air  is  entangled  very  strongly  between 
the  papillae.  The  fiery-red  spots  at  the  base  of  the  petals  arise 
from  rosy  cell-sap  and  yellow  granules.  During  the  investigation 
it  will  have  been  noticed  that  the  surface  of  the  epidermal  cells 
of  the  upper  side  is  longitudinally  striate.  The  striations  do  not 
turn  at  the  boundaries  of  the  individual  cells,  and  are  folds  of 
the  cuticle  which  covers  the  epidermis.  With  watery  solution  of 
iodine  the  colour-bodies  can  be  fixed  pretty  well,  and  take  on  at 
the  same  time  a green  coloration;  they  are  very  sharply  defined. 
The  nucleus  is  at  the  same  time  coloured  yellowish-brown,  its 
nucleolus  becoming  very  visible.  With  Methyl  violet  or  with 
Gentiana  violet  the  colour-bodies  are  coloured  violet. 

The  yellow  colouring  matter  is  almost  always  combined  with  a 
protoplasmic  basis ; but  isolated  cases  are  present  where  it  is  met 
with  dissolved  in  the  cell-sap.  Let  us  fix  our  attention  more 
closely  on  such  a case  in  Verbasciim  nigrum.  We  can  examine  the 
petals  in  water  without  further  preparation;  but  here  also  Ave 
must  remoA'e  the  adhering  air,  even  if  only  partially,  either  by 
pressure  or  under  the  air  pump.  The  epidermal  cells  of  both 
upper  and  under  side  have  undulating  (sinuous)  outlines ; the 
yellow  colour  of  their  cell-sap  is  at  once  noticeable.  The  brown 
sjDots  at  the  base  of  the  petals  arise  from  a cell-sap  coloured  from 
purplish  to  brown.  In  the  epidermis  of  the  staminal  filaments, 
from  Avhich  lamellae  can  be  easily  cut  with  the  razor,  Ave  see 
also  a yelloAv  sap ; but  besides  this  there  is  in  each  cell  also  a 
cinnabar-red  irregular  lump  of  colour-material,  and  a number  of 
colourless  leucoplasts  filled  with  starch-grains. 

Similaily  it  can  be  at  once  determined  that  the  yellow-coloured 
parts  of  the  lower  lips  of  the  corolla  of  Antirrhinum  majus  (the 
Snapdragon)  contain  a sulphur-yellow  sap  in  their  cells ; the 
parts  coloured  red  have  a rosy  cell-sap  and  here  and  there  one, 
seldom  more,  carmine-red  balls  of  colour- material. 
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In  the  epidermis  of  the  corolla  of  Vinca  major  or  V.  minor  (the 
Periwinkle)  we  find  a blue  cell-sap.  The  epidermal  cells,  especi- 
ally of  the  upper  side,  ai-e  swollen  out  into  papillae.  The  epidermis 
of  either  side  can  be  readily  torn  off  with  the  forceps.  The  side 
walls  of  the  epidermal  cells  show  ridges  projecting  into  the  cell 
cavity  (Fig.  19),  often  swollen  at  their  edges,  so  that  they  can 

even  spread  out  into  a T-form,  and,  on 
account  of  the  stronger  refraction  of  their 
outer  surface  and  the  weaker  refraction 
in  the  interior,  quite  give  the  impression 
of  folds. 

We  see  a red  cell-sap  in  the  petal  of  a 
rose.  Here  also  the  epidermis  can  be 
readily  removed  from  either  side.  The 
upper  side  has  pretty  strongly  developed 
papillae,  and  therefore  appears  so  beauti- 

marked  striation. 

In  the  blue  sepals  of  Delphinium  consolida  (the  Larkspur)  we 
find  the  epidermis  of  both  upper  and  under  sides  composed  of  cells 
with  sinuous  outlines.  The  epidermal  cells  of  the  upper  side  are 
elevated  in  their  central  part  each  to  a papilla.  The  cuticular 
striations  mount  on  all  sides  of  this  papilla,  so  that  by  focussing 
the  microscope  at  the  mid-height  of  the  papillae,  sun-like  figures 
arise.  The  cells  contain  a blue  cell-sap,  somewhat  shading  into 
violet,  besides  also,  in  many  cells,  blue  stars,  which  consist  of 
short  needles  of  crystallized  colour-substance.  The  epidermis  can 
be  removed  in  small  pieces ; moreover,  the  sepal  is  sufficiently 
transparent,  after  removal  of  the  air,  to  permit  examination  at  the 
edges  through  its  entire  thickness. 

Examples  of  blue  and  red  cell-sap  can  be  easily  multiplied. 
Such  are  almost  always  met  with  in  blue  and  red  flowers  ; so 
much  the  more  remarkable,  therefore,  is  the  contents  of  the  bri  ght 
red  flowers  of  Adonis  fiammeus.  In  Adonis  also  the  preparation 
can  be  removed  with  the  forceps.  In  the  epidermis  we  see  beau- 
tiful red,  from  nearly  round  to  elliptic,  grains ; these  are  com- 
paratively large,  and  attain  the  size  of  chlorophyll-bodies.  They 
appear  finely  granular,  and  in  water  separate  quickly  into  very 
small  granules,  which  show  molecular  movements  [“  Brownian 
movement”].  The  epidermal  cells  are  elongated;  their  cuticle 
longitudinally  striate ; the  strife  are  clearly  continued  over  the 
limits  of  the  cells. 


fully  velvety.  The  cuticle  shows  strongly 


Fig.  19. — An  epificrmal  cell 
from  the  under  side  of  the 
petal  of  I'lnca  minor  ( x 510). 


COLOUR-CRYSTALS  AND  AUTUMNAL  TINTS. 
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The  root  of  Daucus  carota  (the  Carrot)  furnishes  a very  inter- 
esting object.  The  orange-red  colour  of  this  root  arises  from 
carmine  and  orange-red  colour-bodies,  which  possess  throughout  a 
crystalline  form.  The  most  common  shapes  are  found  collected 
in  Fig.  20.  They  are  small  rectangular  plates  or  rhombs,  the 
rhombs  often  acicularly  elongated,  and 
prisms  of  different  lengths,  often  broadened 
out  at  one  end  to  the  shape  of  a fan.  Such 
crystalline  formations  have  often  small  uni- 
laterally projecting  starch-grains  attached 
to  them;  therefore,  these  crystalline  struc- 
tures must  be  placed  in  the  same  category 
with  chlorophyll  and  other  colour-bodies. 

The  colour-material  which  crystallizes 
out  is  here,  however,  what  decides  the 
shape.  Only  a small  quantity  of  proto- 
plasm adheres  to  the  crystal,  and  from 
this,  therefore,  the  starch-grains  also 
arise. 

If  we  examine  also  one  of  the  variegated 
forms  of  our  shrubs  or  trees,  or  else  an 
herbaceous  plant  with  leaves  coloured  reddish-brown,  we  see  that 
the  cells  of  the  epidermis  contain  a rosy  cell-sap,  and  that  there- 
fore the  joint  action  of  the  red  of  the  surface  and  the  green  of  the 
interior  gives  the  reddish-brown  compound  colour. 

As  to  the.  autumnal  coloration  of  the  Virginian  creeper,  Ampe- 
lopsis  hederacea,  we  can  decide  that  the  rose-coloured  cell-sap 
arises  in  the  cells  of  the  internal  tissue,  and  not  of  the  epidermis. 
The  distinctive  yellow  autumn  coloration  of  leaves  depends  on 
the  yellow  coloration  of  the  disorganized  chlorophyll-bodies,  as  is 
shown  in  the  most  beautiful  way  in  the  leaves  of  Ginkgo  hiloha 
[^Salisburia  adiantifolia~\,  or,  failing  this,  those  of  the  various 
species  of  Maple.  The  autumnal  brown  coloration  of  leaves  arises 
from  a corresponding  coloration  of  the  cell-walls,  chiefly,  however, 
of  the  cell-contents,  as  is  easy  to  determine  in  the  case  of  the 
Oak. 

The  starch-grains  are  found  in  specially  individualized  proto- 
plasmic structures.  We  have  already  learned  to  know  the  chloro- 
phyll-bodies as  such,  also  the  colour-bodies  in  which  starch-grains 
are  often  present ; and  lastly,  we  have  already  made  reference  to 
the  colourless  starch-builders.  Upon  these  last  devolves  the 


Fig.  20.  — Colour-bodies 
from  the  root  of  the  Carrot. 
Tartly  with  starch  - grains 
(x510). 
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COLOURLESS  STARCH-BUILDERS. 


formation  of  starcli  in  the  deeper  layers  of  the  ^body  of  the  plant. 
We  can  comprise  all  three  structures  under  the  name  of  Chroma- 
tophores,  and,  further,  distinguish  the  chlorophyll-bodies,  colour- 
bodies,  and  colourless  starch-builders  as  Chloroplasts,  Chromo- 
plasts,  and  Lsucoplasts  respectively.  These  structures  are  nearly 
related,  and  can  pass  over  into  one  another.  They  all  belong  to 
the  protoplasm  of  the  cell,  and  lie  embedded  therein.  On  the 
other  hand  the  blue  stars,  which  we  found  in  the  cell-sap  of 
Delphinium  consolida,  do  not  belong  to  this ; they  only  represent 
colour-material  crystallized  out  from  the  cell-sap,  and  are, '•  like 
the  lumps  of  colour-material  which  we  found  in  the  red  cell-sap 
of  Verbascum  nigrtim,  not  to  be  reckoned  amongst  the  chromato- 
phores. 

The  largest  and  most  beautiful  starch-grains  are  produced  by 
leucoplasts  ; but  such  leucoplasts  are  not  exactly  easy  to  see.  A 
comparatively  favourable  object,  and  one  not  difficult  to  obtain, 
is  furnished  in  the  rhizome  of  Iris  germanica.  Surface  sections  of 
this  are  made  parallel  with  the  surface  of  the  rhizome.  The  outer- 
most layer  of  tissue  is  removed,  and  to  this 
succeed  the  starch  layers.  The  observation 
is  best  made  in  water.  In  uninjured  cells 
the  leucoplasts  appear  as  collections  of  pro- 
toplasm at  the  hinder  end  of  the  starch- 
grain  (Fig.  21).  These  latter  increase  only 
at  this  end,  and  have  a proportionally  ec- 
centric structure.  The  leucoplasts  appear 
granular  to  the  eye  of  the  observer,  and 
separate  at  length  into  smaller  grains,  which 
show  molecular  movement  [Brownian  movement].  Two  starch- 
grains  on  one  leucoplast  is  a not  infrequent  appearance.  After 
further  development  such  grains  presently  come  into  mutual  con- 
tact, and  receive  thenceforth  layers  which  are  common  to  the  tw'o. 
These  and  similar  phenomena  lead,  here  and  in  other  cases,  to  the 
formation  of  compound  starch-grains. 


Fig.  21. — Starch-build- 
ers with  starch  grains 
from  the  rhizome  of  Iris 
germanica  ( x 540). 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  IV. 

1.  Boehm’s  method.  Sitzungsher,  d.  K.  A.  d.  W.  in  Wien,  Bd.  XXII.  p.  479. 

2.  According  to  A.  Meyer,  Das  Chlorophijllkorn,  p.  28. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

TISSUES  ; THICKENING  OF  THE  WALLS ; REACTION  FOR  SUGAR ; 

INULINE,  NITRATES,  TANNIN,  LIGNIN. 

Material  Wanted. 

White  Beetroot  (Beta  vulgaris).  Fresh. 

A ripening  Pear.  Fresh. 

Tuber  of  Dahlia  (D.  variahilis).  Fresh. 

Tuber  of  Dahlia  placed  in  meth.  spirit,  in  or  about  October. 

Oak-apples  or  Oak-galls.  Fresh  and  dried. 

Twig  of  Willow  (e.g.,  Salix  ca'prea).  Fresh. 

Steins  of  Periwinkle  (Vinca  major).  Fresh,  cut  off  close  above  the 
ground. 

Seeds  of  Ornitliogalum  sp.  such  as  0.  umhellatum,  the  Star  of  Beth- 
lehem. 

Seeds  (stones)  of  Date  (Phoenix  dactijlifera). 

Old  Pine  wood  of  any  kind,  preferably  the  Scotch  Fir  (Finns  sylves- 
tris).  Dry,  or,  better,  in  alcohol. 

We  commence  with  the  white  Beetroot  (Beta  vulgaris).  A small 
piece  of  tissue  is  taken  from  the  fleshy  root,  and  from  this  is 
made  a microscopical  preparation.  We  choose  as  best  for  ex- 
amination a radial  longitudinal  section,  ■i.e.,  therefore,  a section 
which  is  taken  parallel  to  the  long  axis,  in  the  direction  of  the 
radius.  This  section  cuts  at  right  angles  the  concentric  rings  of 
the  root,  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  Examined  in  water,  this 
section  shows  us  more  or  less  rectangular  cells,  filled  with  a 
watery,  colourless  fluid.  On  the  walls  of  these  cells  we  notice 
also,  here  and  there,  larger  and  smaller,  brighter,  round  or  oval 
spots,  which  indicate  shallow  pits  ^.e.,  local  thin  places,  or 
hollows,  in  the  wall.  In  individual  cells  the  nucleus  is  visible. 
The  intercellular  spaces  are  usually  filled  with  air,  appearing 
black.  In  isolated  parts  of  the  preparation,  the  parenchymatous 
colls  are  narrower,  elongated  parallel  to  the  long  axis  of  the 
root;  between  them  are  visible  long  tubes  usually  filled  with  air, 
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which,  are  distinguished  by  a characteristic  thickening  of  their 
walls.  These  tubes  are  vessels.  The  thickening  of  their  walls 
is  a network  of  pits  [reticulated]  ; that  is,  the  wall  shows  thicken- 
ino-  bands  combined  into  the  form  of  a net,  between  which  lie 
unthickened  places.  These  unthickened  places  or  pits  are 
elono-ated  across  the  lonsfitudinal  direction  of  the  vessels.  Where 
the  section  has  opened  a vessel,  there  can  be  seen  in  it,  from 
time  to  time,  annular  (ring-like)  thickenings,  which  project  into 
the  interior  of  the  cells.  These  are  the  diaphragm-like  remains 
of  originally  complete  partition  walls,  and  from  these  remains  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  vessel  has  proceeded  from  a row  of  cells. 
The  air  present  in  the  vessels  often  disturbs  the  examination  ; it 
can  be  got  out  with  the  air-pump.  When  an  air-puin23  is  not 
at  our  disposal,  we  can  endeavour  to  remove  the  air  by  laying 
the  preparation  in  freshly  boiled  water.  It  is  more  quickly 
attained  by  a short  immersion  of  the  preparation  in  alcohol.  It 
is  true  that  by  this  the  contents  of  the  cells  are  killed;  for  the 
foregoing  observation,  however,  this  is  not  of  consequence. 

Here  and  there  also  in  the  preparation  we  come  across  particu- 
lar cells,  which  are  closely  filled  with  small  clinorhombic  crystals, 
and  appear  almost  black.  These  crystals  consist  of  oxalate  of 
lime.  In  order  to  prove  this,  we  allow  acetic  acid  to  act  upon 
them,  and  determine  that  they  are  insoluble  in  it.  Into  another 
preparation  we  run  sulphuric  acid,  and  the  crystals  are  quickly 
dissolved.  The  quantity  of  sulphate  of  lime  formed  is  so  small 
that  it  remains  dissolved  in  the  surrounding  fluid. 

The  structural  relations  of  the  cells  in  the  Beetroot  show  up 
still  more  beautifully  and  distinctly  if  the  section  is  treated 
with  a watery  solution  of  aniline  green  or  of  acetic  aniline 
green.  In  both  cases  the  cell-walls  are  beautifully  stained  green; 
in  the  latter  case  the  nucleus  also  is  “ fixed  ” and  quickly  stained. 
The  walls  of  the  parenchymatous  cells,  and  of  the  vessels,  are 
alike  stained  bluish-green.  The  surface  of  the  pits  in  the  walls 
of  the  parenchymatous  cells,  on  the  other  hand,  is  not  stained, 
and  these  therefore  now  show  up  more  clearly ; they  are  places,  in 
the  otherwise  not  greatly  thickened  cell-walls,  which  have  remained 
thin.  Each  parenchyma-cell  contains  nucleus,  provided  with  a 
distinct  nucleolus,  and  surrounded  by  minute  leucoplasts,  and  a 
thin  lining  [“peripheral”]  layer  of  protoplasm.  The  vessels  con- 
tain neither  nuclei  nor  plasmic  contents.  If  chlorzinc  iodine  is 
added  to  a section  lying  in  water,  a characteristic  violet  cellulose- 
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reaction  is  soon  set  up.  The  coloration  begins  at  the  edges  of 
the  section,  but  is  often  not  complete  for  hours.  The  walls  of 
the  vessels  do  not  stain  violet,  but  brownish- jellow  ; they  behave 
like  lignified  membranes.  On  the  walls  of  the  cells,  the  surfaces 
of  the  pits  once  more  remain  unstained,  and  stand  out  specially 
distinctly.  These  pit-surfaces  are  always  rounded,  of  variable 
size,  and  irregularly  distributed,  singly  or  in  groups.  Large  pit- 
surfaces  are  traversed  by  violet  striae  of  various  breadth ; they  are 
formed  into  compartments  by  them,  and  give  the  impression  of  an 
irregular  lattice.  Bright  granules,  coloured  yellow-brown  by  the 
chlorzinc  iodine,  adhere  in  larger  or  smaller  quantity  to  the  pit- 
surfaces.  For  the  purpose  of  comparison  we  proceed  now  to  the 
cellulose  reaction  with  iodine  and  sulphuric  acid.  The  section 
is  first  impregnated  with  iodine  solution,  best  with  potassium- 
iodide  iodine  solution,  and  afterwards  transferred  to  diluted 
sulphuric  acid  (English),  in  the  proportions  of  2 volumes  acid 
to  1 volume  water.  It  commences  at  once,  from  the  edges 
onwards,  to  indicate  the  action  ; the  section  assumes  a beautiful 
blue  colour.  The 
lesser  pits  here 
also  remain  un- 
coloured ; tbe 
larger  ones  ap- 
pear latticed  with 
blue. 

We  further 
prepare  a section 
from  a ripening 
Pear.  Constitut- 
ing the  pulpy 
flesh  of  the  fruit 
appears  here  also 
a regular  thin- 
walled  parenchy- 
ma of  large  cells, 
more  or  less 
rounded  at  the 
angles.  These  cells  contain  colourless  cell- sap,  a very  reduced 
plasma-sac,  and  a nucleus.  Scattered  in  the  tissue  are  found  nests 
of  strongly- thickened  cells  (Fig.  22).  The  number  of  the  stone  cells 
so  united  is  varied  from  part  to  part,  and  according  to  the  kind  of 


Fig.  22.— From  tho  flesh  of  the  frmt  of  the  Pear.  Strongly, 
thickened  cells  with  branched  pore-canals,  surrounded  by  thin- 
walled  parenchyma  ( x 240). 
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pear.  They  form  the  so-called  “grit”  of  the  pear.  The  cells  are 
distinguished  by  the  considerable  thickness  of  their  walls,  and  by 
the  numerous,  fine,  branched  pore-canals  [canaliculi].  The  branch- 
ing arises  from  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  the  pore-canals 
proportionally  as  the  cavity  of  the  cell  becomes  smaller  by  the 
great  increase  in  thickness  of  the  walls,  so  that  they  0]Den  into 
the  cell-cavity  as  common  canals.  Where  two  thickened  cells  are 
in  contact,  it  can  be  determined  that  the  pore-canals  correspond 
in  position  with  one  another.  In  their  perfected  condition,  in 
which  they  here  appear  to  us,  these  cells  no  longer  contain  living 
cell-contents,  but  only  a watery  fluid.  They  represent,  therefore, 
only  dead  cell-cases.  After  treatment  with  chlorzinc  iodine,  the 
thin  parenchyma-cells  take  on  gradually  a violet  coloration,  the 
strongly  thickened  cells  become  yellow-brown.  These  latter  are 
therefore  lignified  and  belong,  on  account  of  their  strong  thicken- 
ing and  lignification,  to  the  sclerenchyma  or  mechanical  tissue. 
The  structural  relations  of  the  thickened  oells  become  especially 
clear  under  treatment  with  chlorzinc  iodine. 

We  wdll  use  the  flesh  of  the  pear  in  order  to  learn  to  know  the 
micro-chemical  reactions  for  sugar That  most  commonly  used  is 
with  Fehling’s  solution.  This  is  prepared  with  sulphate  of  copper 
and  potassio-sodic  tartrate  in  water.  The  proportions  are  34' 64 
gram,  pure  sulphate  of  copper  with  200  gram,  potassio-sodic 
tartrate  dissolved  in  water.  This  solution  can  be  preserved.  In 
order  to  use  it  we  add  600  ccm.  soda  ley  of  specific  gravity  I'I2, 
and  dilute  it  to  1,000  ccm.  This  solution  is  heated  to  boiling. 
The  section  in  which  the  reaction  is  to  be  produced  should  not 
be  too  thin,  should  contain  at  least  two  layers  of  uninjured  cells, 
and  naturally  should  not  have  previously  been  laid  in  water. 
Immerse  the  section,  holding  it  with  the  forceps,  in  the  boiling 
solution,  and  the  section  is  coloured  a beautiful  vermilion-red. 
The  reaction  comes  out  in  full  beauty  after  two  seconds.  Under 
the  microscope  we  can  see  in  the  cells  the  vermilion-red  precipi- 
tate of  reduced  protoxide  of  copper.  There  is  therefore  present 
in  the  cells  of  the  pear  a substance  which  reduces  the  alkaline 
copper-oxide  solution,  a body  from  the  grape-sugar  group  (Glucose), 
in  this  special  case  grape-sugar. 

For  comparison  we  repeat  the  experiment  with  a section  of 
Beetroot.  This  contains,  as  is  known,  a body  from  the  cane-sugar 
group,  viz.,  cane-sugar.  Immersed  for  two  seconds  in  the  boiling 
fluid,  it  shows  no  precipitate  in  the  cells  ; the  section,  examined 
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microscopically,  lias  a blue  coloration.  If  the  section  is  kept  for 
a longer  time  in  the  Fehling’s  solution,  it  begins  to  colour  ver- 
milion-red on  the  surfaces  also.  The  cane-sugar  is  inverted,  and 
now  gives  the  protoxide  precipitate.  Under  the  microscope  the 
outer  layers  of  cells  show  now  vermilion-red  grains,  while,  in 
case  the  action  has  not  been  too  long  continued,  the  inner  cells 
still  contain  a blue  fluid. 

Very  much  i-ecommended  also  for  microscopical  purposes  is 
Barfoed’s  sugar  reaction  - with  acidulated  acetate  of  copper.  This 
solution  is  prepared  by  dissolving  1 part  of  neutral  crystallized  ace- 
tate of  copper  in  15  parts  of  water.  To  200  ccm.  of  this  solution 
is  added  5 ccm.  of  an  acetic  acid  which  contains  38  per  cent,  of 
glacial  acetic  acid.  In  a test-tube  which  holds  from  5 to  8 ccm. 
of  this  solution  we  allow  a section,  not  too  thin,  of  the  Pear,  and 
in  another  similar  test-tube  a section  of  the  Beetroot,  to  boil  for  a 
short  time.  The  fluid  in  question,  together  with  its  section,  is  then 
poured  out  into  a small  evaporating  dish,  and  allowed  to  stand. 
After  some  hours  we  find  the  section  of  the  Pear  covered  with  a 
fine  precijDitate  of  protoxide  of  copper,  and  likewise  a little  of  the 
same  precipitate  in  the  evaporating  dish,  while  the  section  of  the 
Beetroot,  as  can  readily  be  seen  under  the  microscope,  is  free  from 
the  adhering  precipitate,  and  this  is  wanting  also  in  the  evapo- 
rating dish.  The  result  of  the  reaction  should  be  observed  after 
some  hours,  as  after  a longer  time  a very  small  precipitate 
re- oxidizes  in  the  air,  and  can  then  dissolve. 

We  will  lastly  again  use  the  Beetroot,  in  order  to  learn  to  know 
the  micro-chemical  reactions  for  nitrates  and  nitrites  by  means 
of  diphenylamine.^  This  reagent,  used  by  the  chemist  for  the 
detection  of  very  small  quantities  of  nitrates  and  nitrites,  performs, 
moreover,  first-rate  service  for  histological  purposes.  We  prepare 
cross  or  longitudinal  sections  through  the  Beetroot,  taking  care, 
however,  that  the  sections  extend  to  the  surface.  These  sections 
we  allow  with  advantage  to  previously  become  somewhat  dry  on 
the  object-slide,  and  then  first  add  the  reagent.  We  use  0'05 
gram  diphenylamine  in  10  ccm.  pure  sulphuric  acid.  Immediately 
after  the  addition  of  this  a deep  blue  coloration,  formation  of  ani- 
line-blue, shows  in  the  outermost  zone  of  the  section.  This  zone 
contains  the  youngest  tissue  of  the  root,  still  in  course  of  develop- 
ment ; it  is  this,  therefore,  which  contains  the  nitrate.  From  the 
paiTs  coloured  blue  the  colour  quickly  flows  over  the  rest  of  the 
preparation,  but  in  the  first  moment  of  the  reaction  the  coloured 


50 


CROSS-STRIATION  OF  CELL-WALLS. 


zone  is  quite  sliarply  delimited.  As,  however,  in  plants,  as  analyses 
of  sap  show,  the  question  is  commonly  of  a nitrate,  seldom  of  a 
nitrite,  we  can,  therefore,  from  the  resulting  reaedion,  conclude 
with  greater  probability  that  it  is  a nitrate.  If,  instead  of  the 
somewhat  dried  section,  a fresh  one  is  used  for  the  reaction,  the 
colour-body  which  is  formed  is  dihused  far  more  rapidly  in  the 
surrounding  tissue,  and  the  coloured  zone  is  less  sharply  delimited. 

As  the  next  object  of  investigation  we  choose  the  tubers  of  the 
Dahlia  (D.  variabiUs).  The  tuber,  halved  longitudinally,  allows 
one  readily  to  recognise  the  central  pith.  A longitudinal  section 
prepared  from  this  shows  under  the  microscope  more  or  less  rec- 
tangular cells,  arranged  in  longitudinal  rows  (Fig.  23),  with  very 

reduced  protoplasmic  sac, 
with  nucleus,  and  colour- 
less cell-sap.  The  inter- 
cellular spaces  are  filled 
with  air  ; the  cell-walls 
finely  striate.  The  striae 
are  oblique,  to  the  extent 
of  from  35°  to  40°.  We  be- 
lieve that  we  can  see  two 
diagonally  opjeosed  systems 
of  striae  in  the  same  plane ; 
this  is  explained  by  the 
comparatively  small  thick- 
ness of  the  walls.  In  fact, 
the  two  opposing  systems 
of  striae  belong  to  the  walls 
of  two  contiguous  cells  re- 
spectively, as  can  be  determined  especially  at  the  free  edges  of 
the  section.  AVith  chlorzinc  iodine  the  cell  walls  soon  colour 
violet ; where,  however,  two  striae  come  less  closely  together,  a 
colourless  line  can  be  seen  between  them.  The  parts  of  the  wall 
which  remain  unthickened  are,  just  like  pit-surfaces,  not  coloured 
by  the  chlorzinc  iodine  solution.  Especially  clearly  show  up  in- 
dividual comparatively  larger  rhombic  places  as  pits.  Such  jDits 
lie  always  at  the  crossing  places  of  two  broader  lines  of  separation. 
A cross-section  of  the  same  tissue  shows  also  on  the  end  walls  of 
the  cells,  which  we  then  see  in  surface  view,  no  appearance  of 
striation.  It  shows  only  here  and  there  larger  rounded  pits.  " 

If  the  section  is  laid  in  absolute  alcohol  there  arises  in  the  cell- 
sap  a fine  precipitate  of  Inuline.  Replace  the  alcohol  by  water, 

“ See  note  on  page  60. 


Fig.  23. — From  the  pith  of  Dahlia  variahilis 
(X  210). 
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and  warm  the  object-slide  over  a spirit  flame,  and  the  precipitate 
is  again  dissolved.  In  order  to  study  the  inuline  in  the  shape  of 
spliaero-crystals,  which  it  forms, we  examine  best  pieces  of  tubers 
which  have  been  placed  in  spirit  at  least  eight  days  before.  We 
examine  the  section  best  in  water,  and  during  the  examination 
allow  nitric  acid  very  slowly  to  enter.  The  sphajro-crystals  (Fig. 
24)  are  found  always  on  the  cell-walls.  They  form  more  or  less 
perfect  balls.  The  ball  can  be  traversed  by  one  or  by  several 
cell- walls.  Usually  several  variously  sized  balls  form  together  a 
larger  group.  The  balls  allow  more  or  less  clearly  a radial 
structure  to  be  recognised  ; this 
structure  comes  out  more  sharply 
when  the  nitric  acid  begins  to 
work ; it  arises  from  radially  ar- 
ranged needle-shajied  (acicular) 
crystals,  which  compose  the 
ball.  Besides  the  radial,  a con- 
centric stratification  is  also 
usually  visible,  which  is  to  be 
conceived  as  the  expression  of 
variations  in  the  conditions  of 
crystallization.  Iodine  solution 
produces  no  coloration.  If  the 
spheero-crystals  are  warmed  in 
a drop  of  water  on  the  object- 
slide  they  quickly  vanish.^ 

In  order  to  demonstrate  the 
tannin-reaction  upon  a typical 
object,  we  turn  to  the  gall-apple 

or  Oak-g’all,  as  it  is  to  be  found  Fig.  21. — From  the  tuber  of  Dahlia  vana- 

upon  the  leaves  of  our  oaks.  bilis,  after  lyincr  in  spirits  for  many  months. 

, T 1 ,1  Sphtero-crystals  on  the  walls  (x  210), 

These  gall-apples  are  due  to  the 

puncture  of  the  oak-gall  insect  \^Cyiiips  querci~\,  which  lays  an  egg 
in  the  punctured  tissue.  We  halve  such  a gall-apple  while  still 
young,  and  find  on  delicate  radial  sections  taken  from  this  that 
the  interior  hollow,  occupied  by  the  larva  of  the  cynips,  is  sur- 
rounded by  a shell,  wdiich  consists  of  iso-diametric,  rounded  cells. 
These  contain  usually  abundant  starch-grains,  becoming  blue  w'itli 
iodine.  The  tissue  following  on  to  this  inner  portion  is  formed  of 
radially  elongated,  polygonal  cells,  which  diminish  in  length  at 
the  periphery  of  the  gall-apple,  and  finally  end  under  the  small- 

^ See  note  on  page  GO. 
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celled  outermost  layer,  tlie  epidermis,  the  cells  of  which  are 
strongly  thickened  outwardly.  This  entire  tissue,  surrounding 
the  inner  shell,  shows  no  enclosures  of  definite  form.  If,  however, 
we  lay  a freshly-prepared  section  in  a drop  of  watery  chloride  or 
sulphate  of  iron  solution,  we  see  that  it  colours  throughout  its 
entire  mass  of  a dark-blue  colour.  This  coloration  is,  moreover, 
communicated  to  the  surrounding  fluid,  and  produces  for  us,  there- 
fore, the  iron  reaction  for  tannin,  in  its  iron-blue  form,  while  there 
is  also  an  iron-green  form.  If  the  action  is  observed  under  the 
microscope,  by  allowing  iron-solution  to  run  into  a dry  section 
laid  under  a cover-glass,  we  see  that  first  a fine  dark-blue  precipi- 
tate is  formed,  which,  however,  is  soon  again  dissolved  in  the 
reagent,  so  that  now  a blue  fluid  fills  the  cells.  The  weakest 
tannin  reaction  is  given  by  the  starch-containing  cells  of  the  inner 
shell.  For  comparison,  let  us  now  lay  a second  section  in  a 
watery  solution,  about  10%,  of  bichromate  of  potash,  and  Ave  see  a 
dense  flocculent,  red-brown  precipitate,  which  also  persists,  formed 
in  the  tannin- containing  cells.  Lastly,  let  us  place  a section  in  a 
concentrated  solution  of  molybdate  of  ammonia,  in  concentrated 
ammonium  chloride,  and  an  abundant  reddish-brown  precipitate 
appears  in  the  cells.  This  reaction  will  decide  in  doubtful  cases, 
because  those  preceding  can  also  proceed  from  other  reducing 
bodies.  The  fibro-vasal  bimdles  which  traverse  the  oak-apple  we 
will  leave  unnoticed,  and  also  pass  over  other  structural  relations, 
because  we  have  only  taken  this  object  in  order  to  see  a typical 
tannin  reaction.  Sections  of  dried  gall-apples  also  give  the  above 
reactions,  though  less  beautifully.  ® 

In  order  to  get  the  iron- green  tannin  reaction,  we  take  a willow 
twig,  say  from  Salix  caprea,  remove  with  the  razor  the  outer  green 
layer  of  bark,  and  then  take  a delicate  tangential  section  from  the 
green  tissue  of  the  cortex  ; lay  it  in  a drop  of  chloride  of  iron  solu- 
tion. The  section  shows  us  mostlv  rectano-ular  cells,  somewhat  elon- 

t/  O ' 

gated  in  cross  direction,  with  walls  pretty  strongly  thickened,  and 
with  simple  pits.  These  cells  contain  chlorophyll-grains,  and  most 
of  them,  especially  in  winter,  have  each  a white  strongly  refrac- 
tive rounded  mass  of  cell  contents,  sharply  defined,  and  filling  the 
entire  cell  cavity.  Other  isolated  cells  contain  a dark-looking 
stellate  crystal  of  calcium  oxalate,  of  Avhich  we  shall,  howevei-,  have 
an  opportunity  later  of  making  a closer  examination.  The  strongly 
refractive  masses  of  cell-contents  contain  tannin.  As  soon  as 
the  action  of  the  iron  chloride  on  the  strongly  refractive  masses  of 

« See  note  on  page  60a. 
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cell-contents  lias  commenced,  these  become  grumous,  and  take  on 
an  olive-green  to  brown-green  colour.  In  iron  sulphate  these 
masses  become  still  browner ; in  potassium  bichromate  they  give 
a reddish-brown  precipitate;  in  ammonium  molybdate  dissolved 
in  strong  ammon.  chloride,  a yellow-brown  grumous  precipitate. 
With  twigs  of  the  alder  (Alnus)  the  same  results  are  produced. 

If  a strong  stem  of  Vinca  major  [the  Periwinkle],  cut  olf  close 
above  the  ground,  is  broken,  we  see  from  the  edge  of  the  broken 
surface  numerous  small  fibres  project.  We  seize  a number  of  such 
fibres  with  the  forceps,  draw  them  out,  and  place  them  in  a drop 
of  water  on  an  object-slide.  Under  the  microscojie  they  appeal- 
to  us  as  long,  strongly-thickened  sclerenchyma-fibres,  tapering  at 
both  ends.  The  cavity  is  reduced  to  a narrow  canal,  which  is  en- 
tirely obliterated  at  both  ends  of  the  fibre.  In  slightly-thickoned 
fibres  the  wall  appears  striate  in  one  direction  only.  In  more 
strongly-thickened  fibres  there  are  two  oppositely  oblique  systems 
of  striae,  of  which  one  belongs  to  the  outer,  the  other  to  the  inner 
system  of  wall-layers  [complex  of  lamellae].  Lastly,  in  still  older 
sclerenchyma-fibres  is  often  found  still  a third  internal  system  of 
striae,  directed  almost  perpendicularly  to  the  long  axis.  This  last 
arises  from  reticulated  thickening  bands,  which  leave  between 
them  elongated  pits.  This  innermost  system  of  thickening  is 
usually  sharply  limited  towards  the  exterior  ones.  With  chlor- 
zinc  iodine  solution  the  fibres  take  on  immediately  a violet  colora- 
tion, passing  into  brown.  Specially  instructive,  however,  is  the 
relation  with  cuproxide  ammonia,  which  reagent  has  the  power  of 
dissolving  pure  cellulose.  The  action  must  be  observed  directly. 
On  the  addition  of  the  cuproxide  ammonia  solution  the  walls  of 
the  fibi-es  swell  strongly.  At  the  first  moment  of  the  action  the 
striation  becomes  more  distinct,  but  quickly  disappears.  The 
outer  complexes  of  layers  are  soon  completely  dissolved,  while  the 
inner  reticulated  one  resists  longer,  and  therefore  the  observer 
sees  it  completely  isolated.  At  the  beginning  of  the  swelling'  a 
still  finer  stratification  appears  in  the  stratification  Avhich  was 
previously  visible.  Each  layer  is  therefore  composed  of  numerous 
exceedingly  thin  lamellae.  Such  a fine  stratification  is  stamped 
especially  distinctly  upon  the  inner  more  resistent  layer. 

We  now  divide  in  halves,  with  tlie  pocket-knife,  the  seed  of 
Ornithogalum,  saj  0.  timbellaUim  [the  Star  of  Bethlehem],  clamp 
the  half  in  the  hand- vice,  damp  the  cut  surface  with  water,  and 
make  with  the  razor  the  thinnest  possible  preparation.  This 


54 


PITS. 


m 


preparation  (Fig-  25)  presents  us  cells  with  approximately  rectan- 
gular contour.  The  walls  of  these  cells  are  strongly  thickened, 
the  thickening  layer  being,  however,  pierced  by  nimierous  simple 

pits.  If  the  section  has  so  grazed  a 
cell -wall  that  it  presents  a surface 
view,  the  j)its  appear  as  round  pores 
('?7i),  as  can  be  seen  in  the  upper  cell 
of  the  adjoining  figure.  From  the 
side  the  pits  a2:ipear  as  canals,  which 
pass  out  of  the  cell-cavity  up  to  the 
primary  cell-wall.  The  pits  of  ad- 
joining cells  are  directed  towards  one 
another ; they  are  separated  by  the 
primary  wall  (^9),  which  we  shall  here 
designate  the  closing  membrane.  The 
inner  surface  of  the  thickening  layer 
is  distinguished  by  stronger  refrac- 
tiveness ; it  forms  the  limiting  mem- 
brane. If  sulphuric  acid  is  allowed 
to  act  slowly  on  the  preparation, 
frqm  the  edge  of  the  cover-glass,  the 
thickening  layers  of  the  cells  are  dis- 
solved, while  a network  of  very  delicate  walls  is  at  first  left  behind. 
The  walls  are  the  so-called  middle  lamellae,  which  indicate  the 
walls  of  the  cells  which  were  present  before  the  thickening  began, 
and  which  also  traverse  the  closing  membrane  of  the  pits.  By 
continuous  action  of  the  sulphuric  acid,  these  middle  lamellae  also 
soon  disappear.  Chlorzinc  iodine  causes  the  thickening  layers  to 
swell  and  the  middle  lamellae  become  likewise  visible.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  swelling,  the  coloration  of  the  preparation  is 
incomplete. 

The  cells  are  closely  filled  with  protoplasm  and  granular 
materials.  These  entire  contents  take  on  with  iodine  a greenish- 
brown  coloration.  In  each  cell  the  nucleus  is  readily  distinguish- 
able with  acetic  aniline  green ; this  is,  in  general,  wanting  in  no 
cell,  living  or  capable  of  life. 

The  thickening  layers  of  the  cells  in  the  endosperm  of  the  Date 
(Phoenix  dactylifera)  have  a very  similar  appearance.  The  cells, 
however,  are  more  elongated,  their  cavity  narrower,  the  walls 
somewhat  thicker.  In  the  seed  [“  stone  ”]  of  the  Date  these  cells 
are  radially  arranged.  Cross  and  longitudinal  sections  of  it. 


Fig.  25.— From  the  endosperm  of 
Ornithogalum  umhellatum.  m,  pits 
seen  from  above ; ji,  closing  mem- 
brane in  pits  seen  in  profile  ; 11, 
nucleus  (x  240). 
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therefore,  provided  they  correspond  with  the  radii,  show  the  cells 
in  longitudinal  view,  while  tangential  sections,  which  cut  the 
radii  at  right  angles,  show  cross-sections  of  the  cells.  Chlorzinc 
iodine  solution  colours  the  thickening  layers  very  beautifully 
violet.  By  slower  swelling  usually  numerous  lamellae  are  brought 
into  sight. 

We  turn  now  to  the  pine  wood  [Finns,  etc.,  any  species,  prefer- 
ably F.  sylvestris,  the  Scotch  fir],  in  order  to  learn  to  know  bordered 
pits.  For  this  purpose  we  take  a piece  of  wood,  either  dry,  or, 
better  still,  preserved  in  alcohol,  from  a stem  as  old  as  possible. 
First  we  prepare  with  a sharp  pocket-knife  the  suitable  surfaces 
for  cutting — one  radial,  parallel  to  the  long  axis  of  the  stem, 
one  tangential  tO'  the  same,  and  one  directed  perpendicularly  to 
this  axis.  The  concentric  yearly  rings  which  are  visible  with 
the  naked  eye  upon  every  piece  of  pine  wood  will  provide  us  with 
the  necessary  bases  from  which  to  get  information  as  to  the  direc- 
tions in  question..  The  radial  longitudinal  section  cuts  the  yearly 
rings  perpendicularly.  The  tangential  longitudinal  section  is  so 
much  the  more  perfect,  the  more  parallel  it  runs  to  the  yearly 
rings.  The  cross-section  is  directed  perpendicularly  to  both  longi- 
tudinal sections.  In  the  following  preparation  of  microscopical 
sections,  in  order  that  the  sections  shall  be  good,  and  not  to  damage 
the  razor,  quite  special  precautionary  rules  must  be  adopted.  If 
the  razor  is  ho-llow-ground,  rightly  directed  sections  can  be  taken 
only  from  the  edges  of  the  piece  of  wood,  i.e.,  so  long  as  the  back 
of  the  razor  does  not  yet  rest  upon  the  cut  surface.  However,  in 
general,  only  slightly  hollowed  razors  should  be  used  for  cutting 
wood,  as  those  greatly  hollowed  easily  “ give.”  It  is  recommended 
to  use  razors  which  are  ground  flat  on  one  side,  i.e.,  the  side  which 
will  rest  upon  the  cut  surface ; but  these  razors  have  the  disad- 
vantage that  they  are  not  easily  sharpened.  The  cut  surface  must 
always  be  moistened ; the  sections  must  be  as  thin  as  possible.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  have  them  of  any  particular  size.  A section 
which  appears  to  be  too  thick  should  not  be  cut  to  the  end  ; it  is 
better  to  withdraw  the  razor  from  the  cut  in  order  not  to  notch  the 
edge.  The  razor  must  be  sharp,  otherwise  it  will  tear  the  cell- 
walls,  and  separate  the  inner  thickening  layers  from  the  outer. 
The  wood  preserved  in  alcohol  cuts  more  easily  than  Avhen  dry, 
especially  when  the  former  has  been  laid  subsequently  in  a mixture 
of  equal  parts  glycerine  and  alcohol.  The  surface  of  the  cut 
surface  prepared  by  the  pocket-knife,  as  it  contains  the  torn  cell- 
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walls,  must  be  removed  with  the  razor.  The  succeeding  sections 
can  be  used.* 

A radial  longitudinal  section,  correctly  taken  through  the  wood 
of  the  Pine,  appears,  with  weak  magnification,  to  be  constructed 
of  longitudinally  elongated  cells,  which  overlap  one  another  with 
their  tapering  ends.  Punning  across  these  cells  we  see  the  cell- 
rows  of  the  medullary  rays,  with  which  we  shall  not  at  present 
concern  ourselves.  We  focus  now  with  strons^er  mao-nification 
upon  a part  in  which  we  see  only  the  walls  of  the  longitu- 
dinally elongated  wood-cells  [fibres],  and  always  the  broader  of 
them,  and  direct  our  whole  attention  to  the  bordered  pits  of 
these  walls.  The  bordered  nit  annears  to  us  in  the  form  of  two 

concentric  circles 
(Fig.  26,  A).  The 
inner  small  circle, 
or,  it  may  be,  the 
inner  ellipse,  indi- 
cates the  opening 
of  the  pit  into 
the  cavity  of  the 
cell ; the  larger  outer 
circle,  or  outer  el- 
lipse, the  widest 
part  of  the  pit,  with 
which  it  joins  on 
to  the  primary  wall 
separating  the  two 
cells.  In  fact,  this 
pit  is  only  distinguished  from  the  simple  pit,  as  we  have  seen  it  in 
the  Date  and  in  Ornithogalum,  in  that  it  broadens  at  its  base.  The 
pits  of  the  adjoining  cells,  however,  meet  here  in  just  the  same 
fashion.  If  the  mouth  of  the  pit,  as  commonly,  is  an  obliquely 
placed  ellipse  (as  in  A),  by  changing  the  focussing  we  shall 
find  the  corresponding  mouth  of  the  other  pit  oblique  in  the 
opposite  direction.  The  two  pit-chambers  adjoining  one  another 
are  separated  from  one  another  by  the  primary  wall,  which,  before 
the  commencement  of  the  secondary  thickening,  was  already  pre- 

* It  is  of  some  advantage  to  keep  an  old  razor  (sharp,  however,)  for  prepar- 
ing surfaces,  as  it  is  keener  than  a pocket-knife,  and  will  spare  the  actual 
section  razor.  Even  then  the  first  section  cut  with  the  latter  should  be 
rejected.  [Ed.] 


i.  j,  ^ 


Fig.  26. — Pinus  sylvestris.  A,  a bordered  pit  in  surface 
view.  B,  a bordered  pit  in  tangential  longitudinal  section; 
t,  the  torus.  C,  cross-section  of  an  entire  trachei'de ; m, 
middle-lamella ; m*,  a “ seam  ” ; i,  the  limiting  membrane 
(X  540). 


BORDERED  PITS. 


57 


sent,  and  subsequently  is  only  slightly  thickened.  This  delicate 
wall  is  the  closing  membrane.  In  the  middle  it  is  more  strongly 
thickened,  and  forms  the  so-called  torus.  With  most  careful 
observation  and  suitable  focussing  we  may  even  be  able  to  see 
this  torus.  It  forms  a round,  weakly-shining  disk,  which  has 
about  twice  the  diameter  of  the  mouth  (compare  in  A).  In 
the  most  favourable  cases,  and  here  especially  in  preparations  of 
dried  wood,  a radial  striation  is  observable  in  this  torus,  and  so 
that  the  delicate  part  of  the  closing  membrane  appears  difEeren- 
tiated  into  radially  dispersing  lamellce.® 

A complete  insight  into  the  structure  of  the  bordered  pit  can 
only  be  obtained  with  the  aid  of  tangential  sections.  As  the 
bordered  pits  stand  on  the  radial  walls  of  the  wood-cells,'^  they 
are  seen  in  cross-section  (Fig.  26,  B)  in  correctly  taken  tangential 
longitudinal  sections.  We  search  for  these  structures  in  the  walls 
separating  the  wood-cells,  stopping  first  at  the  dividing  walls  of 
the  broader  wood-cells,  and  not  allowing  ourselves  to  be  led  astray 
by  the  sectional  view  of  the  medullary  rays,  which  are  formed 
of  a number  of  smaller  cells,  standinsf  one  over  the  other.  The 
figure  of  the  cut  pit  is,  it  is  true,  clear  only  in  very  delicate  parts 
of  the  section.  If  this  condition  is  fulfilled,  the  pit  appears  in  the 
form  of  the  two  ends  of  a pair  of  tongs  directed  towards  one 
another  [or  like  a couple  of  extremely  short  screws  placed  with 
their  heads  flat  together],  after  the  type  of  the  above  figure  (26,  0). 
If  once  the  structure  of  this  large  bordered  pit  is  known,  we  can 
obtain  information  as  to  the  structure  of  the  smaller  ones,  which 
lie  in  the  thicker  walls  of  the  narrower  wood-cells.  The  difference, 
apart  from  the  smaller  size,  is,  that  here  on  both  sides  a long'er 
canal,  corresponding  to  the  thickness  of  the  wall,  runs  out  of  the 
broadened  pit-chamber.  The  largest  bordered  pits  are  connected 
with  the  smallest  by  all  intermediate  stages.  In  the  interior  of 
the  pit  is  seen,  in  the  most  favourable  cases,  the  closing  mem- 
brane, which  in  its  centre  is  swollen  into  a torus  (t).  In  the 
bordered  pits  of  the  air-dry  wood  it  is  usually  |3ressed  to  one  side 
of  the  pit-chamber  (B).  If,  on  the  other  hand,  fresh  wood,  or  alcohol 
material,  is  investigated,  we  shall  find  the  closing  membrane  in 
the  sap-wood  [alburnum]  stretched  across  the  middle  of  the  pit- 
chamber.  In  the  heart- wood  [duramen],  on  the  contrary,  the 
relations  are  just  as  we  have  given  for  the  air-dry  wood.  The 
figure  of  the  bordered  pit  is  clearer  after  the  action  of  chlorzinc 
iodine,  which  stains  the  cell-wall  yellow-brown.  This  coloration 
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is  due  to  the  strong  lignific.ation  of  the  walls.  Only  in  occasional 
places  is  a violet  tinge  still  to  be  seen  there,  i.e.,  where  a not  yet 
completely  lignified  inner  thickening  layer  gives  this  colour  re- 
action. The  closing  membrane  is  in  general  not  stained  by  the 
chlorzinc  iodine.  After  treatment  with  this  reagent  we  can 
readily  convince  ourselves  that  the  perfect  wood-cells  contain 
here  neither  protoplasmic  sac  nor  nucleus  ; they  consist  only  of 
dead  cell-walls,  and,  as  they  functionally  contain  only  water,  and 
in  this  respect,  as  well  also  as  in  the  nature  of  the  thickening 
of  their  walls,  they  simulate  the  tracheae,  ^.e.,  vessels,  they  are 
known  as  tracheides,  more  recently  as  hydroides. 

Not  infrequently  the  pine  wood,  which  we  examine,  shows  in 
longitudinal  section  a more  or  less  distinct  spiral  striation  mount- 
ing at  an  angle  of  about  45°.  The  mouths  of  the  pits  then 
appear  elongated  in  the  direction  of  the  striation,  and  as  do  the 
striie  of  the  two  adjoining  side-walls,  so  also  the  mouths  them- 
selves of  adjoining  pits  cross  one  another. 

We  prepare  a cross-section  also  of  the  pine  wood.  This  must 
be  specially  thin.  The  tracheides  thus  cut  across  appear  as  a 
rule  rectangular.  They  form  radial  rows.  We  pause  at  one 
with  the  widest  lumen  (cavity).  On  its  radial  walls  we  see  the 
sections  of  the  pits  (Fig.  26,  (7),  the  figure  of  which  appears  in  no 
way  different  from  the  tangential  longitudinal  section.  Between 
the  cells  the  middle  lamellae  proceed  as  fine  separating  lines  (m). 
Where  more  than  two  cells  are  in  contact,  the  middle  lamella  is 
thickened  into  a solid  or  hollow  ‘'seam”  (m*).  The  inner  limit  of 
the  cell-wall  is  more  strongly  refractive  and  forms  the  limiting 
membrane  (^’),  which  is  specially  clear  in  the  more  strongly 
thickened  tracheides  with  narrower  cavities.  It  is  always  clearer 
after  the  action  of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid.  The  thickening- 
sheaths  swell,  and  are  finally  dissolved ; the  limiting  membrane 
resists  longer  and  stands  out  sharply.  Between  the  swelling 
thickening  layers  are  seen  the  primary  walls  of  the  cells,  of  which 
finally  only  the  delicate  network  of  middle  lamellae  is  left  behind, 
stained  yellowish-brown.  These  middle  lamellae,  resisting  con- 
centrated sulphuric  acid,  are  cutinized  [ciiticularized].  With 
slower  swelling  in  sulphuric  acid  it  can  be  often  determined,  and 
especially  on  the  strongly- thickened  tracheides,  that  the  thicken- 
ing layer  consists  of  very  numerous  extremely  delicate  lamellsB. 
With  chlorzinc  iodine  the  cross-section,  as  previously  the  longi- 
tudinal section,  is  coloured  yellow-brown  ; in  individual  cells,  how- 
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ever,  pnrt  of  the  thickening  layer  impinging  directly  upon  the 
limiting  membrane,  takes  on  a violet  tone.  If  we  follow  the 
treatment  with  chlorzinc  iodine  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid  (two 
parts  acid,  one  part  water),  under  the  influence  of  this  latter  a 
blue  coloration  of  the  entire  thickening  layer  is  possible.  If 
delicate  sections  are  treated  with  concentrated  chromic  acid,  an 
opposite  action  to  that  of  sulphuric  acid  results.  The  middle 
lamellae  are  dissolved,  and  the  individual  cells,  therefore,  are 
separated  from  one  another.  The  thickening  layer  of  the  cells 
undergoes  a not  inconsiderable  swelling ; the  limiting  membrane 
at  the  commencement  of  the  action  stands  out  sharply,  but  soon 
becomes  unrecognisable.  ^ 

In  order  further  to  learn  the  characteristic  reactions  for 
Lignin,  we  will  make  use  of  phloroglucin  and  of  sulphate  of  ani- 
line.^ We  dissolve  a trace  of  phloroglucin  in  alcohol,  and  lay 
some  sections  of  wood  in  this  solution.  After  this  we  place  it  in 
a drop  of  water  on  the  object-slide,  and  allow,  from  under  the 
edge  of  the  cover-glass,  hydrochloric  acid  to  act  upon  it.  The 
walls  of  the  cells  quickly  take  on  a beautiful  violet-red  coloration. 
Other  sections  we  place  in  a watery  solution  of  aniline  sulphate, 
where  they  at  once  become  bright  yellow ; this  colour  is  still  more 
heightened  by  the  addition  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid.  In  place  of 
the  phloroglucin  we  can  use  an  extract,  prepared  with  water  or 
spirits  of  wine,  from  the  wood  of  the  Cherry,  with  almost  the 
same  result.®  If  fresh  sections  of  the  stem  of  the  Pine,  passing 
from  cortex  to  pith,  are  treated  with  concentrated  hydrochloric 
acid,  a yellow  coloration  of  the  wood  is  at  once  brought  about, 
which,  however,  gradually  shades  off,  inwardly  and  outwardly  re- 
spectively, into  a violet  coloration.^®  This  also  is  the  phloroglucin 
reaction,  and  indeed  proceeds  from  the  phloroglucin  which  comes 
from  the  contents  of  the  cortical  cells  and  pith  cells  respectively. 
Even  the  medullary  rays  of  the  young  wood  contain  a little 
phloroglucin,  so  that  the  violet  coloration  also  spreads  from  each 
of  these. 

In  the  future,  we  shall  make  use  of  the  different  relations  of 
lignified  and  unlio-nified  cell-walls  towards  certain  colour-bodies 
as  an  assistance  in  our  investigations. 


See  note  on  page  '^a. 
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NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  V. 

1 Compare  Sachs,  most  recently  in  Jahrh.filr  iviss.  Bot.  Bd.  III.  p.  187. 

- Barfoed  de  organiske  Staffers  qualitative  analyse.  Kjdbenhavn.  1878, 
pp.  210,  217,  223.  Notes. 

Compare  H.  Molisch,  Ber.  der  deutsch.  botaii.  Gesellsch.  I.  Jahrg.  p.  150. 

^ Sachs,  Bot.  Ztg.  1864,  p.  77 ; Hansen,  Arh.  d.  Bot.  Jnst.  in  Wurzburg. 
Bd.  III.  p.  108 ; Meyer,  Bot.  Ztg.  1883,  Col.  334  ; W.  Gardiner,  Proceedings 
of  the  Cambridge  Philosophical  Society.  Vol.  IV.,  Pt.  VI.  p.  387. 

6 Sanio,  Jahrb.f.  loiss.  Bot.  Bd.  IX.  p.  50.  Strashurger,  Zellhdute,  p.  dS. 
Eussow,  Bot.  Centralbl.,  1883.  Bd.  XIII.,  Nos.  1-5.  The  other  literature  is 
there  quoted. 

® Compare  Eussow,  Bot.  Centralbl.,  1883.  Bd.  XIII.,  Nos.  1-5. 

' Bordered  pits  placed  on  the  tangential  walls  occur  rarely  in  the  Pine,  but 
on  the  contrary  are  quite  regularly  met  with  in  the  autumn  wood  of  the  other 
Abietineae. 

8 Both  introduced  by  Wiesner  (compare  Stzbr.  der  math.  nat.  Klas.  der  Akad. 
der  Wiss.  zu  Wien.  Bd.  LXXVII.  1.  Abth.,  and  before  that  in  other  places). 

^ Von  Hbhnel,  Stzber.  der  math.  nat.  Kl.  der  Wiener  Akad.  d.  Wiss.  Bd. 
LXXVI.  p.  685. 

The  same,  page  676. 


[Note  to  page  50.] 

" It  is  a very  widely-spread  phenomenon  that  the  cross-walls  in  a tissue  are 
thickened  differently  to  the  longitudinal  walls,  a phenomenon  especially  corre- 
sponding with  the  differing  demands  which  are  made  upon  their  permeability 
for  the  conduction  of  food  materials,  etc. 

[Note  to  page  51.] 

^ The  sphsero-crystals  of  dahlia  tubers  are  not  always  of  inuline.  In  tubers 
preserved  in  alcohol,  bulky  si^hsero-crystals  of  calcium  phosphate  are  often 
deposited.  They  have  the  same  form,  but  usually  smaller  size  than  those  of 
inuline,  and  are  slowly  dissolved  in  water  if  the  preparation  be  examined  there- 
in, while  their  refractive  power  continually  decreases.  The  sphiero-crystals  of 
calcium  phosphate  are  either  without  clear  lamination  and  distinct  nucleus,  or 
they  show  an  amorphous  nucleus,  which  is  surrounded  by  a shell  of  acicular 
crystals.  In  the  latter  form  the  nucleus  of  the  spheero-crystal  is  deeiffy  stained 
by  carmine  solution ; in  the  former  the  si^lijero-crystal  is  stained  throughout  its 
entire  mass,  and  in  this  manner  can  again  be  made  visible  after  it  has  almost 
disappeared  through  the  action  of  water.  In  the  one  case  the  organic  substance 
is  confined  to  the  nucleus  ; in  the  other  it  is  pretty  uniformly  distributed  through 
the  entire  mass  of  the  sphtero-crystal.  These  sphsero-crystals  rapidly  disappear 
\vhen  acted  upon  by  nitric  acid.  Concentrated  sulphuric  acid  turns  them  brown 
at  once,  and  then  quickly  changes  them  into  an  array  of  crystals  of  gypsum, 
while  the  sphsero-crystals  of  inuline,  on  the  other  hand,  appear  unchanged. 

If  the  dahlia  tubers  do  not  show  sphsero-crystals  of  calcium  jehosphate,  they 
can  be  readily  found  in  other  plants.  They  are  certain  to  be  found  in  the  ground- 
tissue  of  the  fleshy  Euphorbias,  cultivated  in  plant-houses,  such  as  E.  Caput- 
Medusce,  when  this  has  been  laid  in  spirit.  They  are  found  very  beautifully  in 
the  pith  of  the  inflorescence  of  E.  helioscopia  (the  sun-spurge),  when  this  is  pre- 
served in  spirit. 
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[Note  to  page  52.] 

More  roundabout,  but  specially  certain,  is  tbe  reaction  with  acetate  of 
copper.  The  material  to  be  investigated  is,  while  living,  cut  up  into  small  pieces, 
and  placed  in  a saturated  solution  (7  p.  c.)  of  acetate  cf  copper,  and  allowed  to 
lie  therein  for  eight  or  ten  days,  or  longer.  Sections  then  taken  are  laid  upon  a 
slide  in  a drop  of  0 ‘5  p.  c.  solution  of  sulphate  of  iron.  In  this  they  remain  only  for 
a few  minutes,  as,  after  longer  action,  the  walls  commence  to  go  brown.  After 
the  sections  have  been  washed  in  water,  and  placed  in  a watch-glass  of  alcohol, 
in  order  to  remove  the  air  and  chlorophyll,  they  are  examined  in  glycerine.  The 
sections  remain  unchanged  in  glycerine  and  glycerine-jelly.  The  pieces  of  plant 
can  be  removed  from  the  acetate  of  copper  into  alcohol,  and  examined  later  at 
pleasure  by  the  aid  of  acetate  of  iron.  Iron-blue  and  iron-green  tannins  are 
clearly  distinguishable  by  this  method. 

[Note  to  page  50.] 

With  slow  swelling  in  sulphuric  acid  it  can  be  determined,  especially  in 
the  strongly  thickened  autumnal  tracheides,  that  the  thickening  layer  consists 
of  very  numerous  extremely  thin  lamellae.  In  chlorzinc  iodine  the  cross-section, 
like  the  longitudinal  section,  is  coloured  yellowish-brown,  the  middle  lamellre 
pure  yellow.  In  isolated  cells  the  part  of  the  thickening  layer  immediately 
bounding  the  limiting  membrane,  may  take  on  a violet  tone.  If  the  action  of 
chlorzinc  iodine  is  followed  by  that  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid  (two  parts  acid  to 
one  part  water),  a blue  coloration  of  the  whole  thickening  layer  is  often  induced. 

Specially  delicate  cross-sections  of  pine-wood  furnish  excellent  “ test- 
objects,”  with  the  aid  of  which  we  can  form  an  estimate  of  the  quality  of  the 
medium  and  high  powers  of  our  microscope.  Assuming  that  we  have  a suffi- 
ciently thin  section,  the  figure  must  appear  thoroughly  flat,  well  illuminated, 
sharp  in  outline,  clear  in  the  details  of  its  structure,  and  free  from  colour. 
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CHAPTER  VI.  • 

THE  EPIDERMIS,  STOMATA*  WATER  STOMATA. 

Materi.-vl  Wanted. 

Leaves  oi  Iris  fiorentina.  Fresh. 

Leaves  of  Tradescantia  virginica.  Fresh. 

Leaves  of  Aloe  (e.g.  A.  nigrica]is)  or  Agave.  Fresh. 

Leaves  of  Aneimia  (e.g.  A.  fraxinifolio).  Fresh. 

Leaves  of  Neriuin  oleander.  Fresh. 

Leaves  of  Tropreolnm  majus  (Indian  cress,  or  so-called  “Eastnrtinm’V 
fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

Take  a surface  section  of  the  outer  side  (morphologically  the  under 
side)  of  the  “ equitant  ” leaves  of  Iris  fiorentina.  The  section  must 
be  so  thin  that  it  only  grazes  the  tissue  underlying  the  epidermis, 
and  should  be  observed  in  water  with  the  outer  side  turned  up- 
wards. It  will  be  at  once  seen  that  the  Epidermis  is  composed  of 
elongated  cells  which  run  parallel  to  the  long  axis  of  the  leaf. 
The  cells  are  ended  by  cross  partition  walls ; they  are  connected 
together  without  any  intercellular  spaces  (other  than  the  stomata), 
contain  colourless  cell -sap,  a nucleus,  and  a very  reduced  proto- 
plasmic sac.  On  its  external  side  the  epidermis  is  covered  by  an 
exceedingly^  fine-grained  layer  of  wax.  In  a line  with  the  cells  of 
the  epidermis  lie  the  elliptic  Stomata,  which,  however,  are  only 
indistinctly  visible  because  the  four  cells  of  the  epidermis  which 
surround  each  spread  over  the  Guard-cells  of  the  stoma,  par- 
tially covering  them.  Hence  there  remains  only  an  elliptically 
elongated  pit  (/)  which  leads  to  the  stoma  (Fig.  27,  A).  This 
pit  usually  appears  black,  because  filled  Avith  air.  In  order  to  see 
the  guard-cells  well,  now  turn  the  section  over.  It  can  then  be 
easily  proved  that  the  stoma  is  formed  by  two  half-moon-shaped 
guard-cells.  In  distinction  from  the  neighbouring  epidermal  cells 
these  cells  contain  chlorophyll  bodies.  The  nuclei  are  wont  to 
show  as  clear  spots  about  the  mid-length  of  the  cells.  Between 
the  two  guard-cells  is  a spindle-shaped  cleft  (s),  about  half  the 
length  of  these  cells.  Since  the  long  axis  of  the  stomata  corre- 
sponds with  the  long  axis  of  the  leaf,  it  is  easy  to  obtain  correct 
* In  ordinary  terminology,  the  term  “ stoma  ” includes  the  guard-cells  and  the 
accessory  structures.  I have  limited  the  term,  as  etymologically  it  should  be 
limited,  to  the  cleft  (“stomatic  cleft,”  of  many  authors).  The  whole  structure  I 
have  described  as  “ stomatic  apparatus.”  What  I call  here  the  ‘‘  air-chamber,” 
underlying  the  stoma,  is  the  “ respiratory  cavity  ” of  many  authors.  [Ed.] 
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cross  sections  of  tlie  stomata.  The  section  is  taken  at  right  angles 
to  the  long  axis  of  the  leaf.  For  this  purpose  a narrow  strip, 
about  |-inch  broad,  should  be  cut  out  of  the  leaf  in  the  direction 
of  its  length  with  a pair  of  scissors ; this  strip  can  be  supported 
between  tw'O  pieces  of  the  pith  of  the  elder  or  of  the  sunflower.* 
The  elder  or  sunflower  pith  necessary  for  this  purpose  is  obtained 
from  dried  pieces  of  the  stems  of  those  plants  by  stripping  off  the 
cortex  and  woody  bundles.  A piece  of  pith  about  an  inch  long  is 
cut  in  two  lengthwise  with  a sharp  razor.  The  flat  strip  of  tissue 


Fig.  27. — Epidermis  of  the  under  side  of  the  leaf  of  Iris  florentina.  A,  surface  view;  B, 
in  cross-section.  /,  stomatic  pit;  s,  cleft,  or  stoma;  c,  cuticle;  a,  air-chamber  (x  240). 

which  has  to  be  cut  is  now  laid  between  the  two  halves  of  the 
pith,  so  that  the  end  of  the  strip  reaches  to  the  end  surface  of  the 
piece  of  pith.  Thin  cross  sections  are  then  taken  through  pith  and 
object  at  the  same  time,  and  the  sections  are  lifted  with  a camel 
hair  brush  from  the  blade  of  the  razor  on  to  the  object-slide. 
While  cutting,  the  two  pieces  of  pith  can  either  be  held  together 
simply  with  the  fingers,  or  the  two  halves  can  be  fastened  together 
by  tying  round  with  a piece  of  thread.  In  cutting,  the  pith  is  so 

* Or,  several  such  strips  can  be  packed  together  without  other  support  than 
they  give  to  each  other.  [Ed.] 
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held  that  the  razor  lights  on  the  broad  side  and  not  on  the  thin 
end  (edge)  of  the  object ; in  this  way  many  equal  sections  can  be 
taken.  For  delicate  objects  the  softer  sunflower  pith  is  preferable 
to  the  somewhat  harder  elder  pith  ; for  more  resistant  objects, 
like  that  in  question,  elder  pith  is  better  used ; for  still  more 
resistant  objects,  not  pith,  but  fine  cork,  as  used  for  bottles.*  The 
preparation  of  sufficiently  thin  sections  need  in  this  instance 
present  no  real  difficulty ; under  any  circumstances  such  difficulty 
can  be  overcome  by  the  use  of  a Microtome.  A hand  microtome 
of  the  simplest  construction,  such  as  Zeiss  (of  Jena)  offers  in  his 
Catalogue  for  1883,  as  No.  140,  at  I85.,  would  suffice.  This  has  a 
round  cutting  plate,  ground  smooth,  of  about  three  inches  in 
diameter,  which  is  fastened  to  a cylindrical  tube,  likewise  serving 
as  a handle.  Inside  this  tube  is  placed  a second,  movable  upwards 
and  downwards  by  means  of  a screw.  The  extent  of  the  move- 
ment can  be  read  off  upon  a divided  disk.  The  pieces  of  pith, 
between  which  the  object  is,  are  placed  between  two  pieces  of 
cork,  hollowed  out  to  receive  them,  and  these  are  firmly  fixed  in 
the  inner  tube  of  the  microtome.  The  pieces  of  pith  project 
somewhat  beyond  the  pieces  of  cork,  and  reach  as  high  as  the 
upper  cutting  jfiate.  The  sections  can  be  taken  either  with  an 
ordinary  razor,  or  with  one  ground  flat  on  one  side ; and  while 
one  hand  holds  the  microtome,  the  razor  is  moved  with  the  free 
hand  over  the  cutting  plate.  In  the  case  of  the  razor  with  one  side 
ground  flat,  this  side  should  be  applied  to  the  cutting  plate.  Sec- 
tions are  best  cut  by  pushing  the  razor  away  from  the  operator. 


* A few  more  practical  hints  on  the  subject  of  section-cutting  by  hand  may 
be  of  use  to  beginners.  The  razor  for  most  purposes  should  be  what  is  called 
“ hollow-ground,”  and  of  tolerably  good  quality,  and  should  he  kept  sharp.  The 
object  to  be  cut  should  be  held  pretty  firmly  between  the  thumb  and  index- 
finger  of  the  left  band,  the  index-finger  being  held  as  nearly  as  possible  hori- 
zontally, and  slightly  bent,  the  thumb  hkewise  very  slightly  bent,  and  with  the 
joint  depressed  below  the  level  of  the  finger,  in  order  to  secure  its  safety  should 
the  razor  slip.  In  holding  the  object  to  be  cut,  the  side  of  the  tip  of  the  index 
finger  should  be  rather  higher  than  that  of  the  tip  of  the  thumb.  The  razor 
being  then  grasped  firmly  but  not  stiffly,  the  blade  held  quite  flat  and  hori- 
zontal, the  edge  towards  the  body;  the  index-finger  of  the  left  hand  will  serve 
as  a table,  on  which  the  blade  will  lie  and  thus  be  greatly  steadied.  The  section 
should  be  cut  by  a single  forward  and  lateral  movement  of  the  blade.  With  all 
objects  which  will  bear  it,  the  razor-blade  may  float  with  alcohol  on  its  upper 
side,  and  the  object  should  be  similarly  wetted;  otherwise  the  object,  as  here, 
may  be  kept  moist  with  water.  For  this  purpose  two  “ wash-bottles  ” are  a 
saving  of  time — one  for  distilled  water,  the  other  for  alcohol.  [Ed.] 
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After  cutting  each  section,  the  object  should  be  somewhat  raised 
by  turning  the  screw.  Microtomes  of  complex  construction,  such 
as  are  necessary  to  zoologists,  are  superfluous  for  botanists. 

In  this  way  a considerable  number  of  sections  are  prepared  for 
further  use,  and  they  can  be  laid  in  the  meantime,  by  means  of  a 
camel-hair  pencil,  in  a watch-glass  filled  with  water.  Place  some 
of  the  sections  in  water  for  observation  under  the  microscope,  and 
they  will  show,  in  favourable  places,  median  cuts  through  the 
stomata,  as  shown  in  Fig.  27,  B.  As  such  a cross  section  will 
show,  the  epidermal  cells  of  Iris  florentina  are  more  strongly 
thickened  on  their  outer  than  on  their  inner  side.  The  inner  walls, 
however,  are  also  pretty  thick,  while  the  radial  walls  are  only 
slightly  thickened.  This  structure  is  connected  with  the  function 
of  the  Epidermis,  which  not  only  has  to  serve  as  an  outer  pro- 
tecting sheath,  but  also  has  to  functionate  as  a water-reservoir.- 
The  thin  radial  walls  easily  allow  a change  in  the  capacity  of  the 
cells,  which,  by  means  of  a bellows-like  play,  diminish  in  height 
through  loss  of  water,  and  enlarge  again  with  increase  of  water. 
The  guard-cells  lie  recessed  between  the  epidermal  cells ; the 
manner  in  which  the  latter  overlap  the  guard- cells  can  be  at  once 
seen.  The  pit  leads  down  to  the  guard-cells.  These  latter  show 
a cross-section  quite  peculiar  to  them.  On  the  upper  and  under 
side  they  are  strongly  thickened.  These  thickened  places  are 
contiguous  on  that  side  on  which  is  the  stomatic  cleft.  Above 
each  of  these  places  is  found  a peculiar  beak-like  projection.  On 
the  opposite  side,  turned  towards  the  interior  of  the  epidermal 
cells,  the  guard-cells  are  comparatively  thin-walled.  This  method 
of  thickening  of  the  wall  is  connected  with  the  mechanism  of  the 
movement  of  the  guard-cells,  which  would  more  strongly  curve, 
and  thus  widen  the  cleft,  when  their  turgidity  increases,  but 
which  would  straighten  themselves,  and  thus  diminish  the 
cleft,  when  their  turgidity  decreases.  It  is  clear,  indeed,  that 
with  increasing  turgidity  the  guard-cells  must  become  more 
convex  on  the  side  of  less  resistance,  more  concave  on  the 
side  of  greater  resistance;  just  as  an  indiarubber  ball,  with  a 
wall  thicker  on  one  side,  must,  by  the  forcing  in  of  water  or  air 
under  high  pressure,  become  concave  on  the  side  of  stronger  re- 
sistance. The  thin  place  on  the  side  of  the  cleft,  where  the  two 
thickened  parts  join  together,  facilitates  the  flattening  of  the  cells 
on  this  side  during  curvature.  In  order  that  the  movement  of  the 
guard-cells  may  not  be  prejudiced,  we  see  the  outer  epidermal 
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wall  join  on  to  these  guard-cells  with  suddenly  diminishing  rim  ; 
the  guard-cells  are  here  fastened  as  with  hinges, — the  epidermal 
or  stomatic  joints,  or  articulations."'  Under  the  stoma  is  found 
the  air-chamber  (a),  a large  intercellular  space,  under  natural 
conditions  filled  with  air,  surrounded  by  chlorophyll-containing 
cells,  and  connected  with  the  intercellular  spaces  which  are  found 
between  them.  A cross-section  laid  in  chlorzinc  iodine  shows  us 
that  the  walls  of  the  epidermal  cells  stain  in  their  entire  extent, 
with  the  exception  of  a thin  outer  layer,  somewhat  corrugated,  the 
so-called  Cuticle  (c)  which  becomes  yellowish-brown.  This  cuticle 
swells  out  at  the  stoma  into  the  beak-like  projection  which  we 
have  already  mentioned,  which  appears  coloured  yellow-brown 
by  the  chlorzinc  iodine,  and  is  therefore  cuticularized.  As'  an 
extremely  delicate  membrane,  the  cuticle  is  continued  through  the 
stomatic  cleft,  over  the  guard-cells,  to  the  commencement  of  the 
chlorophyll-containing  parenchyma.  For  the  rest,  the  guard-cells 
are  also  violet  over  their  whole  extent,  and  are  therefore  of 
cellulose.  By  the  use  of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  the  whole 
section  is  dissolved,  the  cuticle  alone  remaining  behind,  together 
with  the  cuticularized  projections  of  the  stoma.  ^ 

An  exceedingly  favourable  object  for  the  study  of  the  stomatic 
apparatus  is  found  in  Tradescantia  virginica.  The  epidermis  on 
both  sides  of  the  leaf  consists  of  polygonal  cells,  mostly  elongated 
in  the  direction  of  the  long  axis  of  the  leaf ; with  these  alternate 
narrow  stripes  of  longer  and  narrower  cells.  These  stripes  are 
visible  with  the  naked  eye,  especially  on  the  under  surface  of  the 
leaf,  and  appear  green  in  colour,  while  the  stripes  of  broader  cells 
show  grey.  The  lateral  walls  of  the  epidermal  cells  are  pitted  ; 
the  outer  surface  is  faintly  striate.  The  number  of  stomata  is 
markedly  greater  on  the  under  side  of  the  leaf ; therefore  we 
choose  this  side  for  investigation.  The  stomata  are  always  sur- 
rounded by  four  epidermal  cells  (Fig.  28,  A).  The  guard-cells  lie 
on  the  same  level  with  the  epidermal  cells  ; the  cleft  which  they 
have  between  them  is  comparatively  large ; they  contain  chloro- 
phyll-grains, between  which  the  nucleus  is  usually  visible.  In 
the  epidermal  cells  also  the  nuclei  are  sharply  conspicuous,  and 
appear  surrounded  by  colourless  leucoplasts  (Fig.  28,  A,  Z)  ; the 
cell-sap  of  the  epidermal  cells  is  here  and  there  rose-coloured.  The 
long  axis  of  the  stomata  corresponds  with  the  long  axis  of  the 
leaf,  so  that  here  also  it  is  easy  to  obtain  correct  cross-sections. 
The  stomata  present  then  the  appearance  shown  in  Fig.  28,  B, 

" * See  notes  on  page  1} . 
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The  stomatic  side  of  the  guard-cells  here  also  appears  to  bo 
thickened,  while  the  side  turned  towards  the  interior  of  the 
epidermal  cells  is  thinner.  Besides  this,  it  happens  that  both 
of  the  epidermal  cells  bounding  the  guard-cells  are  flatter  than 
the  epidermal  cells  lying  beyond,  and  are  also  less  thickened 
on  their  outer  sides.  They  appertain,  therefore,  to  the  stomatic 
apparatus  as  “ accessory  cells  ” ; they  form  the  hinge  or  joint 
which  in  Iris  florentina  is  formed  merely  by  the  thin  part  of  the 
membrane  at  the  insertion  of  the  guard-cells.  The  leucoplasts 
(1),  which  surround  the  nucleus  in  the  epidermal  cells,  offer  here 
a very  favourable  object  for  observation.  It  is  interesting  that 
these  leucoplasts,  in  spite  of  being  in  a position  so  strongly 
exposed  to  the  light,  remain  small  and  colourless,  and  do  not 
develop  into  chlorophyll-grains.  The  epidermis  has  here  another 
purpose,  and  has  not  to  functionate  as  an  apparatus  for  assimi- 
lation. 


Fig.  2S. — Epidermis  of  the  under  side  of  the  leaf  of  Tradescantia  virginica.  A,  seen  from 
above ; B,  in  cr©ss-secti«n  through  the  leaf ; I,  leucoplasts  upon  the  nucleus  ( x 210). 

The  so  commonly  cultivated  Tradescantia  zehrina  has  a stomatic 
apparatus  composed  in  the  same  way.  Stomata  are  present  only 
on  the  under  side  of  the  leaf.  The  cross-section  is  very  instructive, 
though  not  easy  to  obtain  thin  ; thicker  sections  serve  for  general 
information.  The  epidermal  cells  on  both  sides  of  the  leaf  are 
alike  distinguished,  as  cross-sections  show,  by  their  considerable 
size.  Those  on  the  upper  side  especially  are  so  deep  that  they 
alone  form  half  the  thickness  of  the  leaf.  Many  of  these  epidermal 
cells  are  seen  to  be  divided  by  cross- walls.  On  both  sides  of  the 
leaf  the  epidermal  cells  contain  little  besides  Avatery  cell-sap,  that 
on  the  under  side,  moreover,  mostly  appears  coloured  red.  The 
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leaves  of  Tradescantia  present,  therefore,  in  their  epidermis,  a 
specially  efficacious  water-reservoir.  The  accessory  cells  of  the 
stomata,  almost  always  four  in  number,  are,  as  the  cross-section 
shows,  quite  thin,  so  that  a great  air-chamber,  of  the  depth  of  the 
surrounding  epidermal  cells,  is  formed  under  the  stoniatic  appara- 
tus. In  thicker  parts  also  of  a surface  section,  taken  from  the 
under  side  of  the  leaf,  the  form  of  the  air-chamber  can  be  traced 
out  by  deeper  focussing,  so  long  as  the  chamber  is  not  opened  by 
the  razor,  and  remains  filled  with  air.  The  leucoplasts  around  the 
nucleus  of  the  epidermal  cells  are  again  clearly  visible.^ 

The  species  of  Aloii  and  Agave  possess  epidermal  cells  thickened 
very  strongly  on  their  outer  sides,  and  stomata  correspondingly 
deeply  sunk  in  the  epidermis.  Because  it  is  specially  instructive, 
and  not  difficult  to  prepare,  we  select  for  observation  Aloe  nigricans^ 
a greenhouse  plant  with  ligulate  leaves  arranged  in  two  series 
(ranks).  Other  species  of  Aloe  can,  if  need  be,  serve  as  substi- 
tutes for  this.  In  surface  sections,  the  epidermis  of  upper  as  well 
as  under  side  appears  formed  of  regular  polygonal  cells,  mostly 
hexagonal.  The  cavity  (or  lumen)  of  each  of  these  cells  is  reduced 
to  a relatively  small,  rounded  space.  This  space  appears  dark, 
because  the  razor  opened  the  cells  from  below,  and  the  cavities 
filled  with  air.  The  stomata  are  found  on  both  sides  of  the  leaf ; 
deep  f>its  lead  up  to  them.  These  pits  are  always  bounded  by 
four  cells,  and  have  a rectangular  contour  ; a somewhat  project- 
ing rim  surrounds  the  |3it.  If  you  wish  to  see  the  guard-cells,  it 
suffices  to  lay  the  section  on  the  glass  slide  with  the  inner  side 
upwards.  The  guard-cells  are  comjDaratively  broad  and  short ; 
amongst  their  contents  are  noticeable  strongly  refractive  spherical 
oil-globules.  A.s  the  ej^idermis  is  very  hard,  the  cross-section  is 
best  taken  between  two  pieces  of  bottle  cork.  The  whole  thick- 
ness of  the  leaf  need  not  be  taken,  but  rather  a piece  of  the  tissue, 
about  inch  thick,  is  cut  off  from  one  surface  of  the  leaf.  As 
the  stomata  run  parallel  to  the  long  axis  of  the  leaf,  we  arrange 
the  piece  of  leaf  so  that  it  shall  be  cut  at  right  angles  to  this  axis. 
We  cut  the  sections  from  the  inner  towards  the  outer,  f.e.,  from  the 

soft  towards  the  harder  |3art  of  the  tissue.  The  strong  thickening 

• 

of  the  epidermal  cells  is  observable  immediately  in  these  sections 
(see  Fig.  29)  ; this  thickening  affects  only  the  outer  half  of  the 
cell ; corresponding  to  it,  the  cavity  of  the  cell  tapers  in  an  out- 
ward direction.  The  thickened  parts  of  the  cell-wall  are  white, 
strongly  refi-active,  and  are  covered  externally  by  a cuticle  more 

See  note  on  page  71. 
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strongly  refractive  still,  but  not  sliarply  delimited.  The  lateral 
boundaiies  of  the  cells  are  only  indicated  by  delicate  lines  in  the 
thickened  mass,  and  outwardly  by  a slight  ridge.  The  intei-ior  of 
the  strongly  refractive  thickening  sheath  is  clothed  by  a compara- 
tively slight,  weakly  refractive  layer  (i).  This  surix)unds,  there- 
fore, first  the  keel-shajDcd  lessening  part  of  the  cell-cavity  ; while 
gradually  thinning  oft,  it  ends  in  the  side  walls  simultaneously 
with  the  refractive  thickening  layer.  This  thickened  pai*t  of  the 
epidermis,  viewed  in  the  aggregate  in  the  section,  appears  like  a 
curtain  cut  into  regular  teeth.  At  the  places  where  the  hollows 
leading  up  to  the  stomata  are  found,  is  first  to  be  noticed  the 
projection  which  encloses  the  hollow  as  with  a rim  ; next,  that  the 

tooth,  formed  by 
the  thickening 
layers,  is  here 
halved  unilater- 
ally, and  has  also 
only  half  its 
usual  depth.  The 
guard-cells  show, 
both  above  and 
below,  on  the 
stomatic  side, 
projecting  ridges, 
which  in  cross- 
section  appear 
beak-like.  Above 
the  guard-cells  are  found  the  thin  parts  of  the  wall  which  serve  as 
epidermal  joints.  The  air-chamber  is  narrow  and  deep.  Commonly 
a parallel,  more  or  less  oblique,  striation  will  be  observed  on  the 
thickened  walls  of  the  epidermal  cells ; it  is  caused  by  the 
razor  in  cutting',  and  recurs  in  the  same  way  not  infrequently 
on  hard  elastic  objects.  A section  treated  with  chlorzinc  iodine, 
shows  the  highly-refi'active  thickening  layer  coloured  yellow- 
brown  ; it  is,  therefore,  cuticularized.  The  inner  covering  to 
this  layer  (i)  is,  on  the  other  band,  coloured  violet,  as  likewise 
is  the  rest  of  the  tissue  of  the  leaf.  The  yellow-brown  coloration 
passes  over  the  “hinge  ” on  to  the  projections  which  are  on  the 
guard-cells  above  and  below.  Elsewhere  the  guard-cells  are 
coloured  violet.  On  treatment  with  concentrated  sulphuric  acid, 
the  whole  of  the  part  which  colours  yellow-brown  with  chlorzinc 


Fig.  2D. — Cross-section  througfli  tbe  epidermis  and  stoma  of 
Aloe  nigricans,  i,  inner  thickening  laj  er  ( x 240). 
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iodine  remains  at  first  behind ; after  some  hours’  action  this  also 
is  dissolved,  and  then  the  delicate  cuticle,  and  the  fine  middle 
lamella?  found  between  the  epidermal  cells  alone  still  persist.  The 
cuticle  is  continued  over  the  guard-cells  to  the  junction  with  the 
chlorophyll-containing  inner  cells.  The  cuticular  layers  and  the 
cuticle  take  a brown  colour  in  the  sulphuric  acid.  The  oil  present 
in  the  guard-cells  “ balls  ” together,  immediately  on  the  entrance 
of  the  acid,  into  a highly  refractive  spherule,  which  disappears 
after  some  time. 

Many  modifications  occur  in  the  arrangement  of  the  stomata 
in  the  epidermis.  A very  remarkable  instance  is  that  where  the 
stomatic  apparatus  is  surrounded  by  a single  annular  epidermal 
cell.  This  can  be  observed  in  Aneimia  fraxinifolia^  a fern  which 
is  to  be  found  in  every  botanical  garden.  The 
cells  of  the  epidermis  have  a strongly  undulat- 
ing [“sinuous  ”]  outline  (Fig.  30),  and,  by  this 
mutual  dovetailing,  so  common  a thing  in  epi- 
dermal cells,  gain  in  firmness  and  solidity. 

Like  all  other  ferns,  Aneimia  contains  chloro- 
-grains  richly  in  its  epidermal  cells.  Here, 
therefore,  such  a division  of  labour  as  exists  in 
most  Phanerogams  is  not  carried  out,  and  the 
epidermis  forms  part  of  the  assimilating  tissues. 

The  stoma  is  set  in  the  surrounding  epidermal 
cell  as  in  a frame.  Cross  sections  (at  right 
angles  to  the  lateral  veins)  show  us  that  they 
project  somewhat  above  the  surface  of  the  epi- 
dermis. This  extreme  case  is  connected  by  intermediate  forms, 
with  other  less  remarkable  ones,  into  which  we  shall  not  further 
enter.  We  need  only  to  imagine  the  stomatic  apparatus  removed 
to  the  side  wall  of  the  surrounding  epidermal  cell,  to  do  away 
with  the  unusual  character  of  their  insertion. 

Nerium  oleander  shows  a peculiar  condition.  Neither  on  the 
upper  nor  the  under  surface  of  the  leaf  can  stomata  at  first  be 
seen.  On  both  sides  we  find  a comparatively  small-celled  epider- 
mis, which,  especially  on  the  under  side,  is  covered  with  unicellular 
hairs,  their  walls  thickened  almost  to  the  disappearance  of  the 
cavity.  On  the  under  side  of  the  leaf,  however,  there  appear 
also  larger  or  smaller  depressions,  filled  with  air,  and  garnished 
at  their  edges  with  short  hairs,  resembling  those  just  mentioned, 
but  with  less  thickened  walls.  These  hairs,  coming  together, 


Fig.  30.  — Aneimia 
f rax  inif alia.  Stoma, 

surrounded  by  an 
epidermal  cell  ; n, 
nucleus  of  the  epi- 
dermal cell  ( X 240). 
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close  up  the  aperture  towards  the  exterior.  A second  surface 
section  from  tlie  under  surface  of  the  leaf,  taken  from  the  same 
place,  whence  a previous  one  has  already  removed  the  epidermis, 
permits  to  us  here  and  there  a view  of  the  bottom  of  the  hollows. 
For  this  purpose  it  is,  above  all,  necessary  that  the  air  should  be 
previously  removed  from  the  hollows,  either  under  the  air-pump, 
or  through  soaking  the  section  in  alcohol.  It  is  then  shown  that 
from  the  walls  of  the  depression,  project  small  conical  elevations, 
Avhose  apex  is  formed  by  a stoma.  The  side  walls  of  the  small 
cones  consist  of  epidermal  cells,  which  allow  between  them  an 
air-chamber  extending  to  the  stoma.  Between  the  cones  bearing 
the  stomata,  the  similar  hairs  to  those  which  we  have  seen  on 
the  edges  sj)ring  from  the  walls  of  the  cavities. 

We  will  now  turn  our  attention  to  a specially  favourable  object 
for  observing  Water-Pores  or  Water -Stomata.  These  show  the 

same  structure  as  the  air- 
stomata,  but  are  larger, 
the  cleft,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
joining' intercellular  space 
(air-chamber)  is,  at  least 
partially,  filled  with  water. 
The  guard-cells  of  these 
stomata  may  be  from  the 
first  immovable,  quickly 
perish,  and  then  at  all 

events  lose  their  mova- 

bility.  The  most  favour- 

able object  for  the  study 
of  these  water-pores  is 
Tropceolum  majus  [the  In- 

Fig.  31. — Water-stoma  of  the  edge  of  the  leaf  of  dian  CreSS  Or  SO-called 

Tropceolum  maj^^s,  together  with  the  svu’rounding 

epidermal  cells  (X  24o;.  “JNastiirtium  J.  The 

water-stomata  are  found 
in  the.  upper  side  of  the  leaf,  and  always  over  the  ends  of*  the  prin- 
cipal veins  (or  ribs).  Here  the  edge  of  the  leaf  usually  shows 
a small  depression.  A pretty  clear  view  of  the  water-stomata 
can  be  had  if  a suitable  piece  of  a leaf  throughout  its  whole 
thickness  is  brought  into  the  field  of  the  microscope,  under  water, 
and  covered  over  with  a cover-glass.  The  details  are  indeed  only 
observable  on  surface  sections  taken  from  the  proper  part  of  the 
edge  of  the  leaf.  A water-stoma  then  presents  the  appearance 
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in  Fig.  31.  The  contents  of  the  guard-cells  were  in  this  case 
already  reduced  to  a niinimnin.  Several  water-stomata  are  always 
found  at  a short  distance  from  one  another. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  VI. 

' Strasburger,  Jahrh.  fiir  iciss.  Bot.  V.  p.  297  ; cle  Bary,  Vergl.  Anat.  pp.  32  et 
seq. ; 70  et  seq.  (See  trans.  by  Bower  & Scott,  pp.  29,  et  seq. ; 66  et  seq.) 
Schwendener, il/onatster.  d.  kgl.  Akad.  d.  IViss.in  Berlin,  1881,  p.  833.  For  the 
remaining  literature,  see  the  two  first-named  authorities. 

^ Westermaier,  Jahrh.  fur  wiss.  Bot.  XIV.  p.  43. 


[Notes  to  page  65.] 

“ Nevertheless  it  lies  also  under  the  control  of  the  turgidity  existing  in  the 
neighbouring  epidermal  cells,  which  has  a preponderating  influence  in  determin- 
ing the  width  of  the  cleft  for  the  time  being. 

^ In  the  same  way  the  cuticle  resists  strong  chromic  acid,  in  which,  however, 
it  soon  becomes  very  transparent.  Cold  potash  cannot  dissolve  cuticle,  which 
resists  it  even  better  than  cork  does.  For  the  rest,  “ cuticularized  ” and  “ con- 
verted into  cork  ” are  quite  equivalent  ideas. 

[Note  to  page  67.] 

Very  beautiful  large  stomatic  apparatus  are  present  on  the  under  side, 
more  rarely  the  upper  side,  of  the  leaves  of  the  white  garden  lily,  L ilium  caii- 
didum,  and  this  can  therefore  be  recommended  as  an  object  for  investigation. 
The  ej)idermal  cells  are  elongated  in  the  long  axis  of  the  leaf,  lie  in  straight 
rows,  but  have,  liowever,  an  undulating  outline.  The  stomatic  apparatus  stand 
in  the  prolongations  of  the  epidermal  cells,  and  at  the  same  height  with  them. 
The  cross-section  is  easy  to  obtain,  and  shows  a hinge  at  the  point  of  junction 
of  the  guard-cells  in  the  form  of  a sudden  thinning  of  the  strongly  thickened 
outer  wall  of  the  neighbouring  epidermal  cells. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  EPIDERMIS  (CONT.);  HAIRS."  MUCILAGE  AND  WAX. 

Material  Wanted. 

Young  branches  of  Wallflower  {Cheiranthus  Glieiri).  Fresh. 

Leaves  of  Ten-week  Stock  {Matf.liiola  annua).  Fresh. 

Flowers  of  Pansy  {Viola  tricolor).  Fresh. 

Flowers  of  Mullein  {Verhascum  nigrum).  Fresh. 

Leaves  of  Verhascum  thapsiforme.  Fresh. 

Leaves  of  Shepherdia  canadensis,  or  of  Eleagnus  angustifoUus.  Fresh. 

Young  stems  of  Rosa  semperfiorens,  or  other  rose.  Fresh. 

Young  stems  of  the  stinging  nettle  {JJrtica  dioica).  Fresh. 

Leaf-stalks  of  the  Primula,  P.  sinensis.  Fresh. 

Young  stems  of  Ruinex  patient ia.  Fresh. 

Leaves  of  Sundew  {Drosera  rotundifolia) . Fresh. 

Winter  buds  of  jEscidus  Hippocastanum. 

Leaves  of  Echeveria  secunda-glauca,  or  other  like  kind.  Fresh. 

Piece  of  cortex  of  node  of  sugar-cane  {Saccharum  officinarum).  Fresh. 

We  are  already  acquainted  with  the  root-hairs  of  Hydrocharis 
morsus-rance,  and  as  with  root-hairs  it  is  always  a case  of  similar 
unicellular  sacs,  we  can  abstain  from  further  investigation  of 
them.  We  have  also  seen  the  epidermal  cells  of  numerous  petals 
elongated  into  conical  papillse  {Tropceolum,  Rosa),  and  also  the 
staminal  hairs  of  Tradescantia,  threads  formed  of  barrel-shaped, 
swollen  cells  (Fig.  15)  ; lastly  also  the  hairs  of  Cucurhita,  passing 
over  from  a multicellular  base  into  a simple  pointed  thread.  Plant 
hairs  are  therefore  known  to  us  from  many  points  of  view ; it  is, 
however,  worth  while  to  extend  our  special  knowledge  of  them. 

On  the  leaves  and  stems  of  CrucifersB  we  find  very  many  forms 
of  much- branched  unicellular  hairs.  On  the  stems  and  leaves  of 
the  Wall-flower,  or  GiWj-fiower  (Cheiranthus  Cheiri),'we  see  spindle- 
formed  structures  (Fig.  32,  A),  with  narrow  cavities  obliterated 
towards  the  two  ends.  These  unicellular  spindles  are  covered  on 
their  outer  surface  with  protuberances,  always  fewer  large  ones 

“ See  note  on  page  82. 
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with  nmnerons  small  ones  between.  As  the  spindles  are  all  di- 
rected parallel  to  the  long  axis  of  the  leaf,  it  is  comparatively  easy 
to  obtain  a good  cross-section  throngh  them.  It  is  indeed  desir- 
able to  hit  upon  the  hair  at  its  point  of  insertion  in  the  centre  of 
its  lencrth,  and  nnmerous  sections  must  therefore  be  taken  in 
order  to  increase  the  chance  of  success.  Then  we  see  (Ihg.  32,  J?) 
th‘it  the  place  of  insertion  of  the  hair  lies  somewhat  depressed, 
and  that  the  epidermal  cell  which  broadens  out  outwardly  into  the 
body  of  the  hair  is  smaller  than  its  neighbours,  that  at  the  base 
it  is  somewhat  swollen, 
rounded,  and  reaches  more 
deeply  into  the  surround- 
ing tissue.  It  forms  the 
foot  ” of  the  hair.  Lon- 
gitudinal sections  through 
the  leaf  show  that  the 
foot  is  not  broader  in  the 
long  direction  of  the  hair 
than  in  the  cross  direction. 

We  can  readily  satisfy 
ourselves  that  the  cavity 
of  the  foot  passes  without 
interruption  into  the  cav- 
ity of  the  body  of  the  hair. 

We  can  obtain  a still 
more  complete  figure  of 
the  form  of  the  foot  if  we 
lay  a thin  surface-section 
with  the  under  side  up- 
wards. The  foot  is  circular 
in  cross-section.  It  can 

■I  1 4-  Cheiranthus  Cheiri.  A,  the  hair  seen  from 

now  oe  seen,  also,  tnat  above  (x  90).  R,  in  cross-section  ( x 240).  C,  from 

the  chlorophyll-containino*  under  side  of  the  leaf  of  MatlMola  annua;  hair 

i.  ,1°  seen  from  above  (x  90). 

cells  or  the  tissue  or  the 

leaf  adjoin  radially,  and  without  interruption,  the  somewhat 
broadened  part  of  the  foot  projecting  below  the  epidermis. 

The  hairs  of  the  ten- week  stock,  Matthiola  annua  (Fig.  32,  (7), 
are  repeatedly  branched  in  one  plane.  These  hairs,  especially  on 
the  under  surface  of  the  leaf,  are  set  so  closely  together  that  their 
branches  interlace.  The  cavity  of  the  hair,  in  consequence  of  the 
strong  thickening  of  the  walls,  is  well-nigh  obliterated.  Knobs 


Fig.  32,  A and  B. — From  tbe  under  side  of  the 
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are  scarcely  at  all  developed  on  tlie  surface.  The  view  of  the 
epidermis  from  the  inner  side  (by  means  of  surface  sections  placed 
upside  down)  is  very  instructive,  for  it  shows  a tolerably  marked 
swelling  of  the  globular  foot  of  the  hair,  and  around  it  an  exceed- 
ingly beautiful  radial  arrangement  of  the  chlorophyll-containing 
cells. 

In  the  groove  of  the  lower  spur-like  elongated  petals  of  the 

pansy  {Viola  tricolor)  are  very  peculiar  long  unicellular  hairs  (Fig. 

33).  They  can  be  seen  very  well  if  a 

cross-section  of  the  lower  petal  is  taken 

near  the  place  where  the  tubular  spur 

opens  out  into  the  furrow  or  groove. 

Each  of  the  epidermal  cells  concerned 

grows  out,  almost  in  its  entire  width,  into 

a hair.  This  is  covered  with  irregular 

knotted  swellings.  The  membrane  of  the 

hair  shows  slight  longitudinal  ridges. 

The  cell-sap  is  colourless,  but  yellow 

pigment-bodies  (chromatophores)  are 

often  present  in  the  protoplasmic  sac. 

The  staminal  filaments  in  the  flowers  of 

the  common  Mullein  {Verhascum  nigrum) 

are  covered  with  unicellular  violet  hairs. 

In  order  to  examine  them  the  anther 

should  be  removed  from  the  filament,  and 

this  latter  pulled  to  pieces  with  needles 

in  a drop  of  water  on  an  object-slide. 

The  hairs  are  very  long,  swollen  out  at 

Fig.  33.— Hair  from  the  fur-  thc  end  into  the  form  of  a club,  and  \yith 

row  of  the  lower  petal  of  Viola  yiolet  cell-sap.  The  Surface  of  the  hair 
tricolor  ( x 240).  f 

is  covered  with  elongated  protuberances 
which  ascend  in  more  or  less  regular  spirals. 

Branched  multicellular  hairs  are  to  be  found  in  the  same  plant 
on  the  under  side  and  edges  of  the  corolla..  Seen  from  above,  these 
hairs  have  a certain  likeness  to  those  of  Matthiola,  but  all  of  the 
branches  here  arise  from  a common  central  point,  and  each  branch 
is  in  itself  a closed  cell.  Moreover,  the  branches  do  not  spread 
out  in  the  same  plane,  but  arise  at  indefinite  angles.  Their  walls 
are  Cfuite  as  strongly  thickened  as  in  Matthiola;  outer  protu- 
berances are  wanting.  The  hairs  on  the  edges  are  seen  in  side 
view.  The  body  of  the  hair  is  cut  off  by  a partition  wall  from 
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tlie  epicleiTiial  cell  wliich  bears  it.  It  consists  of  a stalk  or  pedicel, 
almost  always  unicellular,  and  upon  tlii.H  the  branches  are  mounted. 
Slight  inoditications  of  these  conditions  occur,  which  need  no  fur- 
ther explanation.  Besides  these  branclied  hairs,  the  edge  of  the 
corolla  also  beai’s  small  glandular  hairs.  These  have  a two  to 
three  celled  stalk,  and  a flattened  head,  which  is  covered  here  and 
there  at  the  apex  by  a strongly  refractive  substance.  These  last 
we  shall  not,  however,  study  here,  but  in  another  more  favourable 
object. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  imagine  the  multicellular  branched  hairs 
of  the  mullein  placed  one  upon  another  several  times  in  order  to 
understand  the  hairs  Avhich  form  the  felt  on  the  leaves  of  Verhas- 
cum  thapsiforme.  These  hairs  are  sometimes  as  many  as  five 
stages  high,  each  stage  is  separated  from  its  predecessor  by  a uni- 
cellular joint,  which  continues  the  main  axis  of  the  hair.  The 
cells  of  the  hair  are  for  the  most  part  filled  with  air.  They  are 
best  shown  by  cross-sections  through  the  midrib  of  the  leaf.  Fe?-- 
hasenm  Tliapsns,  a native  perennial,  has  very  similar  hairs. 


Fig.  34.— Scales  from  the  under  side  of  the  leaf  of  SJiepherdia  canadsnsia.  A,  from  the 
surface;  B,  in  cross-section  (x  240). 

To  the  same  category  as  the  branched  hairs  of  the  petals  of  Ver- 
hascitm  belong  the  scales  of  Shepherdia  canadensis.  On  the  under 
side  of  the  leaf,  even  distinguishable  with  a hand-lens,  >ve  find 
more  or  less  loosely-formed  white,  and  more  or  less  closely-formed 
brown  (Fig.  .34,  A)  stars.  On  the  upper  side  of  the  leaf  only  white 
stars  are  to  be  found,  and  they  alw'ays  in  small  number.  The  cells 
of  these  looser  white  stars  contain,  as  microscopical  examination 
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shows,  only  air ; they  arise  from  a common  central  point,  but  are 
separated  from  one  another  laterally.  On  the  upper  side  of  the 
leaf  they  do  not  lie  in  one  plane,  but  rather  radiate  stellately  in 
all  directions.  The  cells  of  the  brown  stars  are  connected  together 
almost  to  their  ends,  and  provided  with  living  contents  ; the 
nuclei  in  their  interior  can  be  seen  without  difficulty.  A cross- 
section  through  the  leaf,  where  it  cuts  a brown  star  centrally, 
shows  that  its  stalk  (Fig.  34,  B)  is  multicellular,  and  that  not  only 
the  epidermis  but  also  the  cell-layer  next  following  passes  over 
into  it.  The  stalk  bears  aloft  the  stellate  unilamellar  but  multi- 
cellular expansion. 

Should  Shepherdia  canadensis  not  be  at  our  disposal,  Elcmgnus 
angustifolius  can  to  a certain  extent  replace  it.  Here,  on  the 
under  side  of  the  leaf,  only  the  white  air-containing  scales  are 
present.  * The  disk  consists  of  cells  either  laterally  isolated  or  also 
grown  together  almost  to  the  margin. 

Now  take  a horizontal  section  through  the  stem  of  a rose,  say 
Bosa  semper fi, or ens  of  the  gardens,  at  the  place  where  one  of  the 
prickles  arises.  Try  to  halve  the  prickle  as  nearly  as  possible  in 
the  middle,  and  then  to  take  a thin  section.  This  last  is,  indeed, 
not  so  easy  as  it  seems.  In  cutting,  do  not  neglect  to  moisten  the 
cut  surface  with  water.  In  a successful  section  it  can  be  seen  that 
the  epidermis  of  the  stem  is  continued  over  the  prickle.  The  cells 
of  the  epidermis  are  at  the  same  time  more  strongly  thickened 
and  more  elongated.  Inside  the  epidermis  there  pass  into  the 
prickle  pretty  strongly  thickened  narrow-cavitied  cells,  and,  fur- 
ther in,  similar  but  broader  ones.  These  last  fill  up  the  whole 
central  part  of  the  prickle.  All  these  cells  are  finely  pitted.  ^ 
The  epidermis  of  the  stem  is  separated  from  the  chlorophyll-con- 
taining inner  tissue  by  a strong  laj^er  of  considerably  thickened 
elongated  cells  joining  on  to  one  another  with  oblique  end-walls, 
and  containing  no  chlorophyll.  These  cells  without  chlorophyll 
are  of  like  origin  to  those  which  form  the  inner  tissue  of  the 
prickle.  The  elements  of  the  tissue  of  the  prickle,  are,  however, 
separated  from  the  chlorophyll-containing  tissue  of  the  stem  by  a 
layer  of  flat-celled  tissue.  This  strip  of  tissue  arises  by  division 
from  the  undermost  layer  of  the  tissue  of  the  prickle  ; it  follows 
only  for  a short  space  the  chlorophyll-containing  tissue  of  the 
stem,  and  then  turns  towards  the  epidermis,  in  order  to  bound  the 
base  of  the  prickle  laterally  also  towards  the  chlorophyll-less 
tissue  of  the  stem.  This  is  a cork-layer,  next  to  the  outer  surface 

^ See  note  on  page  82o. 
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of  which,  by  tlie  interposition  of  a layer  of  separation  (absciss- 
layer)  the  fall  of  the  prickles  will  result  in  the  older  jDarts  of  the 
stem.  Before  this,  it  is  possible  to  break  off  the  prickle  pretty 
smoothly  from  the  stem,  along  the  inner  side  of  the  cork-layer. 

If  we  select  a prickle  from  the  leaf-stalk  for  investigation,  its 
structure  is  found  to  be  in  no  way  different  from  that  on  the  stem, 
excepting  that  at  its  base  the  cork-layer  is  wanting.  Since  the 
leaf  as  a whole  will  fall,  separate  provision  for  the  fall  of  the 
prickles  is  unnecessary. 

By  careful  examination  of  the  cortical  tissue  adjoining  the 
prickles  of  the  rose,  the  presence  of  crystals  in  the  cells  can  be 
made  out.  As  they  are  not  dissolved  in  acetic  acid,  nor  in  potash, 
but  on  the  other  hand  are  dissolved  in  hydrochloric  acid  without 
evolution  of  gas,  they  are  crystals  of  oxalate  of  lime.  They  have 
here  the  form  either  of  monoclinic  prisms  or  of  cluster-crystals. 
These  last  consist  of  a great  number  of  crystals  which  are 
deposited  on  an  original  crystal.  The  cluster-crystals  are  specially 
distinguished  by  their  size  and  stellate  form. 

In  order  to  get  the  stinging  hairs  of  the  common  stinging 
nettle  (Urtica  dioica)  uninjured,  we  must  take  them  from  the 
younger  parts  of  the  plant.  They  are  found  best  on  the  veins,  or 
ribs,  of  young  actively  growing  leaves.  The  hair,  which  is  visible 
with  the  naked  eye,  should  be  cut  off  below  its  point  of  insertion 
with  the  razor,  and  examined  in  water.  If  the  hair  is  already 
dead,  air  will  be  found  in  its  interior,  and  its  apex  is  then  no 
longer  intact.  An  uninjured  hair  presents  the  appearance  repre- 
sented in  Fig.  35.  The  hair  is  unicellular,  sharply  conical, 
swelling  at  its  apex  into  a small  knob.  At  the  base  the  hair 
broadens  out,  and  the  bulb  thus  formed  is  sunk  in  a cup  which 
is  developed  from  the  tissue  of  the  leaf.  As  its  developmental 
history  shows,  this  hair  springs  fi‘om  a single  epidermal  cell,  lying 
at  the  same  level  with  its  neighbours  ; afterwards  the  strongly- 
swelling  foot  of  the  hair  is  lifted  up  on  a column  of  tissue,  which 
is  covered  by  the  epidermis,  and  is  formed  internally  of  hypo- 
dermal  (sub-epidermal)  tissue.  In  the  hair  itself  is  to  be  seen 
streaming  of  the  protoplasm.  The  nucleus  is  usually  to  be  seen 
inside  the  bulb,  suspended  by  protoplasmic  threads.  The  cuticle 
shows  oblique  striation,  which  ascends  in  the  same  direction  in  all 
the  hairs.  The  wall  of  the  hairs  is  siliceous,  as  can  be  readily 
proved  by  heating  it  red-hot  on  a mica  plate.  As  already  noted, 
hairs  are  often  found  with  their  points  broken  off.  In  case  of 
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careless  contact,  the  hair,  hy  means  of  this  point,  enters  the  skin, 
and  as  it  is  very  brittle,  breaks  off,  Avhereon  the  strongly  acid  sap 
enters  the  wound  and  causes  slight  inflammation.  On  the  same 
piece  of  the  epidermis,  near  to  the  stinging  hairs,  are  also  small 
unicellular  bristles  (cf.  Fig.  35)  ; these  last  are  distinguished  by 
the  strong  thickening  of  their  walls,  and  their  fine  tapering  points. 

We  can  find  the  same  kind  of  bristle  on 
the  edge  of  the  leaf.  For  this  purpose  it 
suffices  to  place  a piece  of  the  leaf  in 
water  under  a cover- glass.  In  old  leaves 
the  bristles  can  be  thickened  almost  to 
the  obliteration  of  their  cavity ; their  sur- 
face is  covered  with  small  protuberances. 

We  have  already  met  with  glandular 
hairs  on  the  edge  of  the  petals  of  Ver- 
hascum  nigrum ; they  can  be  studied  under 
more  favourable  conditions  in  Primula 
sinensis.  For  this  pur]Dose  cross-sections 
are  taken  through  a leaf-stalk.  The  body 
of  the  hair  is  divided  from  the  epidermoid 
foot-cell  by  a cross  wall  situated  out  be- 
yond the  epidermis,  and  forms  a cell  row, 
which  consists  of  usually  two  (sometimes 
more),  longer,  and  at  the  same  time 
broader,  and  one  (rarely  two),  narrower 
and  also  shorter  cells.  This  last  cell 
bears  the  globular  head.  Upon  this,  how- 
ever, is  formed  a more  or  less  strongly- 
developed  cap  of  highly  refractive  resin- 
ous yellowish  substance.  The  secretion 
takes  place  between  the  cuticle  and  the 
wall  of  the  cell.  The  cuticle  is  raised, 
distended,  and  finally  ruptured,  where- 
upon the  secretion  overflows  the  upper 
part  of  the  hair.  The  addition  of  alcohol 
removes  the  secretion,  and  then  the  raised  cuticle  can  be  clearly 
seen  lying  in  folda.  The  cells  of  the  hair  show  a beautiful  network 
of  protoplasm  with  suspended  nucleus,  in  which  lies  a large  nu- 
cleolus. Small  chlorophyll-bodies  are  embedded  in  the  peripheral 
protoplasm.  Very  beautiful  for  observation  are  the  glandular  hairs 
(colleters)  upon  the  membranous  sheathing  stipules  (ochreaB)  of 


Fig.  35.— Stinging  hair  of 
Urtica  dioica,  together  with  a 
fragment  of  the  epidermis,  on 
which  is  a small  bristle  ( x 60). 
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the  leaf  of  Riimex  patientin.,  one  of  tlie  docks  not  fonnd.  in 
Britain.  The  masses  of  secretion  given  oft  from  the  glands  are 
here  so  considerable,  that  in  damp  weather  the  apex  of  the  stem 
and  the  young  leaves  are  found  entirely  covered  with  slime.  The* 
membranous  ochreoe  can  be  observed  directly,  and  for  that  purpose 
they  must  be  turned  Avitli  their  inner  side  upwards.  A careful 
examination  of  the  preparation  will  show  the  glands  in  the  form  of 
minute  plates.  These  minute  plates  rise  with  a short  unicellular  foot 
from  a small  epidermal  cell.  To  the  one  cell  succeed  two;  upon 
these  usually  four  cells,  which 
are  elonsfated  in  the  direction 
of  the  long  axis  of  the  plate, 
and  are  repeated  in  several 
stages.  On  the  outwardly- 
turned  walls  of  the  cells  of  the 
gland  are  often  to  be  seen 
bladder- like  swellings,  Avhich 
sometimes  occupy  a part,  and 
sometimes  the  whole  wall  of  a 
cell.  The  secretion,  therefore, 
is  formed  here  also  between 
the  cuticle  and  the  rest  of  the 
cell-wall,  and  lifts  the  cuticle 
up.  At  length  the  bladders 
open  and  let  out  the  secretion. 

This  secretion  is  not  coloured 
by  iodine,  nor  w'ith  chlorzinc 
iodine  ; in  water  it  swells  to  a 
perfectly  clear  solution,  and 
behaves  like  a gummy  body. 

The  cells  of  the  glands  are 
rich  in  protoplasmic  contents, 
and  their  nuclei  are  distinct.  With  Rosaniline  violet  the  o^lands 

O 

take  an  intense  violet  coloration,  and  the  masses  of  slime  are  pale- 
red.  Watery  solution  of  nigu-osine  stains  the  slime  steel-blue, 
without  colouring  the  glands. 

Especially  interesting  in  structure  are  the  glandular  hairs  of 
the  common  sundew  (IJrosera  rotundifolia),  distinguished  alike  as 
digestive  glands  and  tentacles.  They  arise  as  thread-like  struc- 
tures from  the  edge  and  entire  u]3per  surface  of  the  leaf.  The 
threads  (Fig.  37)  taper  a little  in  the  course  of  their  length,  and 

« See  note  on  page  82a.  O 


Fig.  36. — Gland  from  the  ochreas  of  Rumex 
patientia  (x  240). 


80 


TENTACLES  OF  DROSERA. 


swell  into  the  foi-m  of  an  egg  at  their  ends.  The  threads  consist 
of  delicate  cells,  elongated  in  the  longitudinal  direction ; tlie 
stronger  threads  are  traversed  by  one  or  several  tubes  with  screw- 
dike  thickenings, — the  spiral  vessels.  The  radial  extension  of  the 
epidermis  of  the  thread  in  forming  the  head,  the  fan-like  arrange- 
ment of  the  elements  of  this  epidermis,  and  their  multiplication 
into  two  or  three  layers,  are  seen  best  in  optical  sections  of  the 
object  (Fig.  37).  The  number  of  the  spirally-thickened  vessels 

is  greater  in  the  head ; all  the  cells  which 
lie  inside  the  sheath  formed  by  the  division 
of  the  epidermal  cells,  take  on  this  spiral 
thickening.  The  place  of  insertion  of  the 
thread,  if  correctly  hit  upon,  shows  that  not 
only  the  epidermis  but  also  the  inner  tissue 
of  the  leaf  is  continued  into  the  tentacles. 
These  digestive  glands  give  out  a slimy  secre- 
tion, which  clings  to  the  head  like  a dew-drop 


Fig.  37.  — Digestive 
gland  [tentacle]  of  Dvo- 
sera  o'otun  difolia  (x  60). 


[Fig.  37* — Leaf  of  Droscra  rofxmdi/oKa,  diagrammatized.  A, 
expanded;  d,  tentacles  on  the  edge  of  the  leaf;  m,  the  shorter, 
stouter  tentacles  of  the  centre  of  the  leaf.  B,  all  the  tentacles 
have  bent  towards  the  middle  at  the  touch  of  an  insect,  x (after 
Prantl).] 


[whence  the  common  name  of  the  plant],  but  does  not  arise  under 
the  cuticle,  but  rather  flows  out  from  its  free  surface.  Small  insects 
remain  sticking  in  these  slime  drops,  suffocated  in  the  secreted 
slime,  and  are  carried  towards  the  centre  of  the  leaf  by  a corres- 
ponding inflection  of  the  stalk  of  the  digestive  gland.  Then 
the  other  digestive  glands  all  bend  together  over  the  body  of  the 
insect,  and  come  in  contact  with  it  with  their  heads.  Upon  this 
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the  chemical  nature  of  the  secretion  changes ; a free  acid  and  a 
ferment,  like  pepsin,  make  their  appeai-ance,  and  these  are  enabled 
slowly  to  digest  the  albuminous  bodies  found  in  the  body  of  the 
insect.  The  dissolved  substances  are  absorbed  into  the  plant. 

A cross-section  through  a winter  bud  of  the  horse-chestnut 
(^JEsculus  hippocastanum)  shows  us  button-shaped  glandular  hairs, 
situated  on  the  scales  covering  the  bud  (Fig.  38).  The  inter- 
mediate scales  of  the  bud  bear  glands  on  both  sides ; on  the 
external  ones  more  are  found  on  the  inner  side,  on  the  inner  scales 
the  most  on  the  outer  surface.  The  structure  of  the  glands  is 
shown  in  the  figure  ; it  shows  an  axial  cell-row,  which  towards 
the  top  divides,  and  from  which  the  secreting  cells  radiate.  The 
figure  irives  the  s'land  in  longitudinal  section.  The  cuticle  is 
broken  through  by  the  secretion,  and  this  is  discharged  between 
the  scales,  coating  them  and  stick- 
ino-  them  together.  This  secretion 
consists  of  a mixture  of  gum  and 
resin.  In  water  the  gum-drops 
scattered  in  the  resin  can  be  seen 
to  swell,  while  on  the  other  hand, 
by  the  addition  of  Rosaline  violet, 
the  resin  mass  is  coloured  a beau- 
tiful blue.  Here  also  the  contents 
of  the  glands  are  red. 

On  one  object  (Iris  jiorentina), 
we  have  already  drawn  attention 
to  the  finely  granular  layer  of  wax 
which  covers  the  outer  surface  of  the  epidermis ; we  propose, 
however,  to  investigate  this  point  specially  on  some  other  plants. 

Very  suitable  for  this  is  Echeveria  sectmda-glauca,  or  other  like 
plant,  which  is  now  so  often  used  in  gardens  for  “ carpet-bedding.” 
The  wax  layer,  which  can  easily  be  wiped  off,  gives  to  the  plant  a 
hoary  or  “ glaucous  ” appearance.  A surface  view  of  the  epider- 
mis shows  us  a net-like  crust  of  aggregated  grains. 

In  an  easily  observed  form,  we  see  aggregated  short  rods 
forming  a wax  layer,  in  the  surface  view  of  the  epidermis  of 
Eucalyptus  globulus,  the  Australian  blue-gum  tree. 

The  most  beautiful  object  is  the  sugar-cane  (Sacchar2im 
officinarum) , now  so  commonly  cultivated  in  plant-houses.  Here 
the  wax  covering  appears  in  the  form  of  long  rods  or  filaments, 
often  curved  or  curled  at  the  end.  We  remove  a surface  section 


Fig.  38.— Glandular  hair  on  a scalt.  of 
the  winter  hud  of  Msculus  luppocasta- 
num,  covered  with  secretion  { x 2-10). 
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from  the  nodes  of  the  stem,  which  are  noticeable  from  their 
glaucous  appearance.  As  much  air  clings  between  the  rods,  it 
is  best  to  immerse  the  section  for  a short  time  in  cold  alcohol. 
It  can  be  then  readily  examined.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  difficult 
to  obtain  a good  cross-section  with  the  rods  still  adhering.  Fig. 
39  shows  such  an  one.  The  rods  stand  closely  crowded  against 


Fig.  39. — Cross-section  through  a node  (knot)  of  the  stem  of  Saccharum 
officinarum.,  with  a rod-like,  waxy  layer  ( x 640). 


one  another,  many  showing  the  bending  already  referred  to.  If 
a surface  section  is  brought  into  proximity  to  a flame,  the  rods, 
under  the  microscope,  show  fused  together.  They  dissolve  in  hot 
alcohol. 


NOTE  TO  CHAPTEK  VII. 

* Compare  this  with  de  Bary,  Comp.  Anat.,  §§  10,  13,  16,  et  seq.,  and  the 
literature  also  given  there. 


[Note  to  page  72.] 

® A very  favourable  object  for  the  study  of  hairs,  and  obtainable  all  the  year 
round,  is  the  petiole  of  the  ordinary  zonal  bedding  geranium.  Pelargonium 
zonale.  The  hairs  found  upon  this,  studied  in  surface  and  cross-sections,  are 
of  several  distinct  kinds,  falling  into  two  groups,  viz.  conical  and  capitate.  The 
conical  hairs  are  either  (1)  delicate  and  unicellular,  (2)  stouter,  and  with  one  or 
two  partitions,  the  septum,  where  solitary,  being  commonly  quite  close  to  the 
outer  line  of  the  epidermis,  or  (3)  very  long  and  tapering,  with  many  cross 
septa,  and  a distinctly  bulbous  base,  raised  upon  a wart-like  outgrowth,  the  cells 
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of  which  show  radial  arrangement.  The  capitate  hairs  are  (1)  glandular  hairs 
with  a round  head-cell  on  a short  stalk,  2-3  cells  long,  (2)  glandular  haii’S  with 
an  obovate  head-cell  set  somewhat  obliquely  on  a short  stalk ; (3)  doubtfully 
glandular  with  a large  pear-shaped  head-cell  on  a long  2-3  celled  stalk.  [Ed.] 

[Note  to  parje  76.] 

* These  cells  belong  to  the  sub-epidermal  system  of  the  branch.  The 
prickle  is  an  “emergence,”  involving  in  its  origin  sub-epidei*mal  as  well  as 
epidermal  tissue. 

[Note  to  page 

* The  lai’ge  stipules  of  the  pansy,  Viola  tricolor,  are  very  deeply  toothed,  and 
bear  at  the  apex  of  each  tooth  a beautifu  egg-shaped  gland.  If  it  is  desired  to 
see  these  not  shrivelled,  but  as  in  active  life,  it  is  necessary  to  investigate 
the  youngest  possible  stipules.  The  gland  (Fig.  3Ga)  is  separated  from  the  edge 
of  the  leaf  by  a somewhat  narrowed  neck.  It  consists  of  two  or  more  rows  of 


Fig.  36a. — Glandular  hair  from  the  stipule  of  Viola  tricolor, 
and  an  unicellular  hair  close  by  ( x 240.) 

elongated  cells,  forming  a core,  upon  which  a single  layer  of  cells  is  placed, 
arranged  perpendicularly  to  the  surface,  and  elongated  in  this  direction.  The 
figure  shows  such  a glandular  hair  in  optical  longitudinal  section.  The  whole 
gland  is  distinguished  by  its  copious  protoplasmic  contents.  In  these  are  often 
to  be  seen  vacuoles  filled  with  cell  sap,  either  singly  or  in  groups.  The  secretion 
consists  of  a thin  layer  of  resin  on  the  surface  of  the  gland,  and  of  masses  of 
slime,  which  raise  the  cuticle.  With  rosaniline  violet  the  contents  of  the  cells 
are  coloured  red,  the  resin  layer  blue,  the  slime  masses  reddish. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

CLOSED  COLLATEKAL  FIBKO-VASAL  (OE  FIBRO-VASCULAE*) 
BUNDLES.  MUCUS  AND  GUM. 

Material  "Wanted. 

Stems  of  tlie  Maize,  or  Indian  Corn  {Zea  Mats),  some  time  in  alcohol. 

Or,  stems  of  the  Oat  {Avena  sativa),  or  other  grass,  likewise  in  alcohol. 

Full-grown  leaf  of  Iris  Jlorentina,  some  time  in  alcohol. 

Stem  of  Dracosna  {Cordyline)  ruhra^  Fresh. 

A VERY  favourable  object  for  the  study  of  the  structure  of  the 
closed  collateral  fibro-vasal  bundles^  of  the  Monocotyledons  is  the 
stem  of  the  Maize  or  Indian  Corn  (^Zea  Mais').  We  will  investigate 
material  which  has  lain  for  a considerable  time  in  alcohol,  in  order 
the  more  readily  to  become  acquainted  at  the  same  time  with  the  cell- 
contents.  First  prepare  a cross-section,  taking  care  that  it  passes 
through  an  internode  and  not  through  a node.  The  comprehension 
of  the  structure  will  be  much  facilitated  if  the  section  is  laid  at 
once  into  a di’op  of  chlorzinc  iodine.  Coloration  of  the  section 
immediately  begins,  and  the  separate  fibro-vasal  bundles  stand  out 
quite  clearly,  even  to  the  naked  eye.  If  we  lay  the  glass  slide  on  a 
white  object  \_e.g.  a sheet  of  paper],  we  can  in  the  readiest  possible 
way  get  information  as  to  the  isolated  (or  scattered)  arrangement 
of  the  fibro-vasal  bundles ; an  arrangement,  as  a whole,  peculiar 
to  monocotyledons.  It  will  also  show  that  the  fibro-vasal  bundles 
are  more  closely  crowded  together  towards  the  periphery  of  the 
stem.  Every  fibro-vasal  bundle  shows  in  cross-section  as  an  oval 
spot:  the  tissue  in  which  these  bundles  are  embedded  is  the 
Ground,  or  Fundamental  Tissue.  A separation  of  the  ground- 
tissue  into  pith  and  cortex  is  not  present  with  the  scattered  or 
isolated  arrangement  of  the  bundles.  Now  find,  under  the  micro- 

* In  the  course  of  the  chapter  it  will  be  seen  that  the  term  “ fibro- vascular,” 
or  “fibro-vasal,”  is  open  to  objections.  The  author  uses  the  term  “vasal- 
bundles,”  or  D vascular-bundles  ” (Gefassbundel).  The  former  are,  however,  in 
common  English  use,  and  are  retained  here.  [Ed.] 
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scope  with  a low  power,  a part  of  the  section  suitable  for  further 
investigation,  choosing  a fibro-vasal  bundle  which  does  not  lie  too 
near  the  periphery,  because  in  this  neighbourhood  the  structure  of 
many  bundles  is  simplified,  and  fusion  with  one  another  occurs. 
In  all  cases  it  is  necessary  to  settle  definitely  in  which  direction 
the  periphery  of  the  stem  lies,  in  order  that  we  may  know  which 
is  the  inner  and  which  the  outer  side  of  the  bundle.  The  bundle 
which  we  select  may  appear  somewhat  as  in  the  adjoining  Fig.  40. 


Fig_  40. — Cross-section  through  a fibro-vasal  bundle  from  the  inner  port  of  the  stem  of 
Zea  Mats,  a,  Segment  of  an  annular  vessel;  sp,  spiral  vessel;  m and  m',  pitted  ducts  ; v, 
sieve-tubes;  s,  companion  cells ; pr,  crushed  elements  of  the  protophloiim ; I,  intercellular 
passage;  ug,  sheath  (x  180). 

First  to  attract  our  attention  is  the  Sheath  (vg),  which  surrounds 
the  fibro-vasal  bundle,  and  has  become  coloured  more  or  less  red- 
dish-brown by  the  chlorzinc  iodine.  It  consists  of  strongly- 
thickened  and  lignified  sclerenchyma  cells  or  fibres,  and  has  for 
that  reason  stained  as  indicated  above.  It  is  more  strongly  de- 
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vcloperl  on  tlio  inner  and  the  outer  side  of  tlie  fibro-vasal  bundle, 
but  much  weaker  on  its  sides.  Passing  now  from  the  inner  sid(‘ 
of  the  bundle  towards  the  outer,  we  next  see  an  Intercellnlar 
passag^e  (or  intercellular  space)  (I),  surrounded  by  narrow,  only 
slightly-thickened  cells,  which  are  nevertheless  coloured  yellow 
by  the  chloi^inc  iodine.  Into  this  intercellular  space  projects 
a ring  (u),  belonging  to  an  Annular  vessel,  which  is  usually  torn 
by  stretching.  The  intercellular  passage,  also,  has  usually  arisen 
from  the  breaking*  down  of  cells.  Such  a method  of  development 
is  indicated  by  the  term  lysigenous,  whereas  when  it  arises  only  by 
the  separation  of  the  elements  of  a tissue,  the  process  is  schizogenous. 
This  torn  vessel,  together  with  others  which  may  perhaj)S  also  be 
seen  projecting  into  the  intercellular  passage,  represents  the  first- 
formed  elements  in  this  part  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle,  elements 
which  were  developed  at  a time  when  the  parts  of  the  plant  with 
which  we  are  now  concerned  were  still  in  process  of  rapid  growth 
in  length.  Impinging  on  the  intercellular  passage  on  its  outer 
side,  are  one  or  more  other  vessels.  They  are  recognisable  by 
their  cavity,  which  is  larger  than  that  of  the  neighbouring  cells. 
In  the  bundle  represented  in  Pig.  40,  only  one  such  vessel  (sjj), 
and  that  a rather  narrow  one,  is  observable  in  the  cross  section. 
These  vessels,  present  to  the  number  of  one  or  more,  are,  as  can 
be  demonstrated  only  in  longitudinal  section,  thickened  in  a spiral 
manner.  They  are  spiral  vessels.  Next,  in  each  half  of  the  bundle, 
right  and  left,  is  a wide  cell-cavity  (m,  m').  These  are  two 
vessels  with  netted  (reticulate)  or  pitted,  rarely  spiral  thicken- 
ing. They  are  the  so-called  pitted  ducts.  Often  in  the  cavity  of 
these  great  vessels  a ring,  or  part  of  one  (w'),  can  be  seen  pro- 
jecting as  a thickening  of  the  wall.  This  is  the  relic  of  a cross 
partition-wall  which,  diaj)hragm-like,  was  broken  through.  The 
cells  which  surround  the  two  great  vessels  are  reticulately  thick- 
ened : on  their  sides  turned  towards  the  ground-tissue  these 
vessels  are  usually,  however,  bounded  directly  by  the  elements  of 
the  sheath.  The  elements  lying  between  the  two  great  vessels 
show  also,  in  general,  the  network  thickening,  and  appear  as  a 
somewhat  daiher  band  joining  these  vessels.  They  aro  usually 
arrano’ed  in  reo'ular  lines  in  the  direction  of  the  i*adial  axis  of 

O O 

the  bundle.  All  the  walls  of  the  vessels,  and  especially  those  of 
the  two  great  vessels,  are  coloured  yellow  by  the  chloi*zinc  iodine. 
In  the  two  great  vessels  it  happens  that  this  coloration  is  more 
intense  on  that  side  where  they  are  bounded  by  the  sheath.  The 
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elements  between  the  two  large  vessels  are  coloured  a somewhat 
deeper  }'ellow  than  those  surrounding  the  intercellular  space. 

The  part  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  which  we  have  thus  far 
described  is  distinguished  as  the  Wood,  or  Xylem,  or  as  the 
“vascular  part,”  and  also  by  the  name  “ Hadrome.”  On  practical 
grounds  we  prefer  the  older  name  of  Wood,  or  Xylem.  These 
terms  do  not,  therefore,  involve,  as  we  at  once  see  in  this  first 
examjDle,  the  presence  of  the  strongly-thickened  elements  on  which 
the  common  idea  of  wood  is  founded.  The  never-failinef  element 
of  the  wood  portion  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  is  the  vessel,  and, 
therefore,  the  morphological  term  formed  according  to  this  is  the 
most  rational.  The  selection  of  the  term  “Wood,”  however,  simpli- 
fies the  terminology,  and  permits  the  primary  j^art  of  the  bundle, 
and  the  secondary  growth  which  we  shall  hereafter  describe,  to 
have  corresponding  names  given  to  them.  For  our  earliest 
descriptions,  therefore,  we  must  give  the  preference  to  this  older 
terminology,  in  accordance  with  whicli  many  terms  still  in  use 
have  been  constructed.  In  the  example  studied  above  we  have 
found,  therefore,  in  the  wood  portion  (the  Xylem)  of  the  fibro- 
vasal  bundle,  the  primary  wood,  the  Protoxylem,  composed  of 
primary  wood-parenchyma  and  of  vessels.  In  opposition  to  the 
wood  portion,  we  must  choose  for  the  second  part  of  tbe  fibro- 
vasal  bundle  the  term  Bast,  or  Phloem,  against  which  names  we 
must  raise  the  same  objections  as  to  the  term  wood.  In  the  above 
example  we  have  similarly  a bast  portion  without  the  presence  of 
what  is  usually  spoken  of  as  bast.  As  the  sieve-tubes  of  the  bast 
are  never  wanting,  morphologically  the  most  rational  term  for  it 
is  Sieve  portion.^  In  contradistinction  to  Hadi’ome,  the  bast  por- 
tion is  also,  on  physiological  grounds,  distinguished  as  Leptome. 
Wood  and  bast  together  constitute  the  Fibro-vasal  bundle.  As 
here  the  wood  is  in  unilateral  contact  with  the  bast,  these  bundles 
are  distinguished,  in  structure,  as  Collateral.  If  we  wish  to  include 
the  sheath,  Avhich  mostly  appertains  to  the  ground-tissue,  in  one 
technical  term  with  the  fibro-vasal  bundle,  we  speak  of  the  whole 
as  the  Fibro-vasal  string.*  The  physiological  considerations 
which  occasion  a separation  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  into  Had- 
rome and  Leptome,  have  led  to  the  choice  of  the  term  Mestome 
for  the  entire  bundle.^ 

The  bast  portion  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  which  we  have  under 

* This  is  in  all  respects  a preferable  term  to  the  more  common  one,  Fibro- 
vasal  bundle.  [Ed.] 
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observation  takes  on,  with  chlorzinc  iodine  a distinct  violet  colo- 
ration : it  consists  of  nnli^nified  elements.  Cells  with  broader, 
and  tliose  with  narrower  openings  appear  in  regular  order.  The 
first  are,  Sieve-tubes  (r),  the  latter  (.§)  are  the  companion-cells.  Not 
infre  [neiitlj  the  section  cuts  the  cross-wall  of  a sieve-tube,  and  this 
cross-wall  appears  finely  25unctate,  after  the  fashion  of  a sieve, 
(compare  the  figure).  At  the  periphery  of  these  elements  are 
always  to  be  seen  a number  of  cells  with  strongly  swollen  walls, 
and  cavities  almost  obliterated  (y>r)  ; these  are  the  sieve-tubes  and 
companion-cells  which  were  first  formed,  but  now  have  their  func- 
tion susiDended ; they  corres^iond  with  the  first  develojDed  elements 
of  the  wood,  and  in  contradistinction  with  it  are  distinguished  as 
the  primary  bast,  or  Protophloem,.  With  chlorzinc  iodine  they 
usually  take  on  a brownish  coloration.  These  cells  are  bounded 
by  the  cells  of  the  sheath,  and  the  innermost  of  these  always  are 
marked  by  the  special  width  of  their  cavities.  The  sclerenchyma 
cells  of  the  sheath  pass  over,  by  means  of  some  intermediate 
members,  into  the  large-celled  parenchymatous  ground  tissue(/). 
The  walls  of  these  large  cells  of  the  ground  tissue  are  also,  in  fully- 
developed  stems,  coloured  yello  w by  the  chlorzinc  iodine,  only  here 
and  there  with  a dash  of  violet.  Passing  still  nearer  to  the  perij^hery 
of  the  stem,  we  notice  that  the  fibro-vasal  bundles  are  here  pressed 
more  closely  together,  that  the  intercellular  passage  disajDj^ears 
from  them  first  of  all ; in  some  cases  the  elements,  particularly 
those  of  the  bast,  are  reduced,  while  in  all  the  sheath  augments  in 
strength.  We  notice,  even  in  the  inner  bundles,  that  the  elements 
of  the  sheath  are  especially  thickened  and  lignified  on  the  inner  and 
outer  edges  of  the  bundle.  At  the  sides  we  see  the  more  strongly 
thickened  and  lignified  elements  only  at  the  sides  of  the  two  great 
vessels.  The  weaker  development  of  the  sheath  at  the  sides  of  the 
bast  and  of  the  inner  jDortion  of  the  wood  facilitates  the  passage 
of  nutrient  fluids  between  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  and  the  large- 
celled  ground-tissue.  In  the  fibro-vasal  bundles  lying  more  exter- 
nally, with  more  strongly  developed  sheaths,  the  communication 
is  maintained  on  both  sides  of  the  bast.  Lastly,  on  the  most  exter- 
nal bundles,  with  greatly  reduced  bast,  almost  sunk  between  the 
vessels  of  the  wood,  the  sheath  is  proportionally  weakened  on  the 
outer  side  of  the  bast.  The  communication  between  the  bundles 
and  their  environs  is  ^Drovided  for  in  this  way  in  Zea  (the  Maize), 
and  similarly  in  other  cases.  Lateral  union  (anastomosis)  of  small 
bundles  with  large  ones  is  commonly  to  be  seen  in  the  periphery 


88 


CLOSED  VASCULAR  BUNDLES. 


of  the  stem,  and  the  reciprocal  meeting  always  takes  place  laterally 
at  the  places  where  the  great  vessels  lie.  Close  in  npon  the  epider- 
mis of  the  stem,  is  a more  or  less  strongly  developed  ring  of  tissue, 
the  elements  constituting  Avhich  appear  just  like  those  of  the 
bundle-sheath,  and  also  react  cleaidy  with  chlorzinc  iodine.  Such 
a distinct  sheath  of  tissue  bounding  the  epidermis  is  distinguished 
under  the  name  Hypoderma.  This  hypoderma  is  interrupted 
only  under  the  spots  where  lie  the  stomata.  The  hyjDoderma  and 
the  sheath  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  have  alike  to  provide  for 
the  protection  of  the  thin-walled  tissue  and  for  the  stability  of 
the  entire  part  of  the  plant,  and  are  included  amongst  the  ele- 
ments of  the  mechanical  system,'*  as  Stereides,  Avhile  the  tissue 
which  they  constitute  forms  the  system  of  mechanical  tissue,  the 
Stereome.  In  proportion  as  the  stem  must  be  constructed  secure 
against  flexion,  so  must  the  mechanical  appliance,  the  stereome, 
be  removed  as  far  as  possible  towards  the  jDeriphery.  The  crowded 
peripheral  fibro-vasal  bundles,  provided  alike  on  the  side  of  the 
bast  and  the  Avood  with  a strong  cover  of  sclerenchyma,  repre- 
sent here  a system  of  complex  upright  girders.  The  sheaths 
of  sclerenchyma  are  the  ties,  the  fibro-vasal  bundles  themselves 
are  the  “filling.”  The  hypodermal  hollow  cylinder  of  sclerenchyma 
strengthens  this  action,  even  Avhen,  as  in  this  case,  not  strongly 
developed.  This  holloAv  cylinder  is  mechanically  to  be  considered 
as  a combination  of  numerous  “ties,”  arranged  in  a circle."^ 

* I have  felt  unable  to  give  a satisfactox'y  translation  of  the  above  passage  in 
the  text.  I propose  therefore  briefly  further  to  endeavour  to  illustrate  it.  Two 
sets  of  phenomena  have  to  be  mechanically  provided  for,  the  one  affecting  the 
stem  as  aAvhole,  the  other  its  separate  fibro-vasal  bundles.  First,  as  to  the  stem 
as  a whole.  It  has  considerable  Aveight  to  bear,  its  own  and  that  of  its  leaves. 
It  must  therefore  be  mechanically  constructed  to  resist  crushing.  It  has  to  bear 
often  considerable  lateral  strains,  from  winds.  It  therefore  must  also  be  con- 
structed to  resist  flexion.  In  both  these  respects  it  can  be  compared  with  a pier 
of  a bridge,  especially  a cylindrical  iron  pier  of  a lofty  railway  bridge.  To  resist 
flexion  this  is  made  hollow,  so  as  to  throw  all  the  strength  to  the  outside  ; and,  to 
aid  in  resisting  crushing,  it  may  be  filled  with  concrete.  Secondly,  as  to  the  indi- 
vidual fibro-vasal  bundles.  The  sclerenchyma  layers  will  help  in  the  above  pur- 
pose ; but  the  bundles,  being  on  the  one  hand  water,  and  on  the  other  hand  food 
conduits,  must  be  protected  mainly  from  the  lateral  strains  which  would  tend  to 
crush  their  elements,  make  them  “ collapse,”  and  so  cease  to  functionate.  This 
protection  is  the  main  duty  of  the  sheath  of  sclerenchyma.  Its  being  thickened 
most  on  the  inner  and  outer  side  of  the  bundles,  and  taking  thus  the  form  largely 
of  two  arches  concave  to  each  other,  makes  its  structure  the  most  advantageous 
for  its  purpose,  since  the  main  strains  in  such  a cylindrical  stem  are  radial. 
To  this  we  may  add  one  more  factor : the  course  of  each  of  the  fibro-vasal 
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Very  instructive  is  it  to  lay  some  cross-sections  in  a solution 
of  soda-corallin.  All  the  lignifieci  elements  of  the  fihro- vasal 
bundle,  and  of  the  ground-tissue,  stain  in  a short  time  a brilliant 
coral-red,  the  non-lignitied  elements  rose-coloured.  In  the  section 
thus  treated,  the  sclerenchyma  cells  of  the  sheath,  especially  at 
the  inner  and  outer  edges  of  the  bundle,  stand  out  conspicuously, 
and  the  walls  of  the  vessels  are  coloured  similarly  to  the  sheath, 
but  somewhat  more  brownish.  The  hypodermal  ring  colours  the 
same  as  the  bundle-sheath. 

It  is  worth  while  now  to  make  a radial  longitudinal  section 
through  the  stem.  To  obtain  this,  take  a piece  of  the  stem  about 
^ or  -i-  inch  long,  cut  it  in  two  longitudinally  through  the  middle, 
and  take  the  sections  from  the  cut  surface  of  either  half.  Do  not 
be  satisfied  with  a single  section,  as  otherwise  the  chance  of  obtain- 
ing in  the  preparation  a fibro-vasal  bundle  cut  actually  median  is 
too  slight.  Such  a median-cut  fibro-vasal  bundle  can  be  recognised 
on  examination  of  the  section,  in  that  it  shows  at  the  same  time 
the  bast  portion  and  the  annular  vessel  projecting  into  the  inter- 
cellular passage.  If  the  longitudinal  section  is  laid  in  chlorzinc 
iodine  we  can  at  once  readily  make  out  a violet  coloration  of  the 
bast  portion,  and  the  thin- walled  cells  surro  unding  the  intercellular 
passage  have  also  a violet  colour.  The  other  elements,  as  we  have 
seen  in  the  cross-section,  are  distinctly  coloured  yellow  to  yellowish - 
brown.  For  the  rest,  we  prefer  to  select,  for  further  study,  a section 
which  we  have  previously  stained  with  soda-corallin  (Fig.  41) . Here 
also  it  is  desirable  first  of  all  to  determine  in  w'hich  direction  lies  the 
surface  of  the  stem.  As  in  the  cross-section,  we  pass  in  our  examina- 
tion from  the  inner  towards  the  outer  side  of  the  bundle.  We  then 
see  that  to  the  broad  cells  of  the  gToiind-tissne,  in  outline  well-nia-h 
square,  succeed  narrower  ground- tissue  cells,  and  after  these  follow 
the  narrow  cells  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle-sheath  {vg).  These  last 
elements,  deeply  stained  with  corallin,  show  marked  elongation,  join 
one  another  with  horizontal  or  more  or  less  inclined  end- walls,  and 
are  provided  with  small,  cleft-like,  obliquely  ascending  pits.  In  their 

bundles  from  its  lower  to  its  upper  extremity  is  usually  not  straight,  hut  in  the 
form  of  an  elongated  arch,  the  concavity  outwards,  they  thus  become  akin  to 
“ struts.”  If  they  anastomose,  or  join  together,  as  they  do  most  beautifully  in 
some  cases,  the  mechanical  analogy  is  still  more  complete,  since  they  then  re- 
semble the  network  of  connecting  girder's  with  which  all  observers  of  iron  bridges 
are  familiar.  I select  iron  bridges  for  this  illustration,  for  in  them,  as  in  nature, 
the  smnllest  amount  of  material  is  made  to  go  the  greatest  possible  way.  [Ed.] 


90 


CLOSED  VASCULAR  BUNDLES. 


interior  is  to  be  found  a peripheral  layer  of  protoplasm  of  very  re- 
duced dimensions,  and  in  each  a small  nucleus.  We  have  here  to 
do  ■with  elongated  sclerenchyma  cells.  To  the  cells  of  the  sheath 
succeeds  the  intercellular  passage,  and  'we  can  determine  that 
it  folloAvs  ■without  interruption  the  ■whole  length  of  the  bundle. 
Thin  sections  are  often  entirely  broken  into  two  ]')arts  by  thi-s 
passage.  It  is  surrounded  by  thin-walled  cells,  which  are  far 
shorter  than  those  of  the  sheath,  have  more  cell-contents,  end  in  hori- 
zontal walls,  and  can  be  described  as  primary  wood-parenchyma. 


Fig.  41. — Longitudinal  radial  section  through  a fibro-vasal  bundle  in  the  stem  of  Zca 
ilais.  a and  a’,  segments  of  an  annular  vessel;  sj>,  spiral  vessel;  v,  sieve-tube;  s,  com- 
panion-cells ; cp,  protophloem ; I,  air  passage  (intercellular  passage) ; vg,  sheath  ( x 180). 


Into  the  intercellular  passage  project  usually  isolated  rings;  they 
are  attached  to  the  outer  side  of  the  intercellular  jiassage,  z.e.  to 
that  side  nearest  the  periphery  of  the  stem.  They  arise  from  an 
annular  vessel  torn  during  the  elongation  of  the  internode.  Other 
smaller  isolated  rings  may  also  often  be  seen  clinging  to  this  or 
the  other  side  of  the  intercellular  passage  (a).  Collectively  they 
represent  the  remnants  of  the  elements  of  the  protoxylem.  Irn- 
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pinging  on  the  larger  rings  outwardly  are  one  or  several  broader 
or  narrower  spiral  vessels.  In  the  case  represented  in  Fig.  41, 
only  one  such  was  jDresent,  and  that  a pretty  narrow  one  (-sp). 
Further  succeed  comparatively  short  primary  wood-parenchyma 
cells,  with  pitted  and  partially  reticulately  thickened  walls.  These 
cells  are  somewhat  more  strongly  thickened  than  are  those  by  the 
intercellular  passage.  Thus  we  arrive  at  the  bast  joortion,  recog- 
nisable in  the  corallin  preparation  by  some  thick  rose-red  coloured 
cross-walls,  the  sieve-plates  of  the  sieve-tubes  (r).  These  sieve- 
plates  are  highly  refractive;  and  stronger  magnification  shows  that 
they  are  pierced  by  fine  jDores,  after  the  fashion  of  a sieve,  and  that 
on  one  side,  seldom  on  both,  is  collected  a highly  refractive  plug 
of  “ slime.”  In  the  periphery  of  the  bast  (at  pr),  where  in  the 
cross-section  were  visible  the  swollen  cell- walls  of  the  protophloem 
elements,  a specially  beautifully-coloured  cross-plate  shows  iip. 
This  is  a sieve-plate  covered  with  Callus,  the  structure  of  which 
we  shall  further  study  hereafter  on  other  more  favourable  ob- 
jects. The  callus-plate  extracts  the  corallin  with  special  avidity, 
and  therefore  stands  out  so  sharply  stained.^  By  the  side  of  the 
sieve-tubes  can  be  distinguished  the  companion-cells.  They  are 
narrower  and  shorter  than  the  sieve-tubes,  and  have  besides  other 
richer  contents,  and  a readily  visible  nucleus,  for  wdiich  we  loolc 
in  vain  in  the  sieve-tubes.  Cells  of  the  sheath  again  bound  the 
fibro-vasal  bundle.  Their  end  walls  are  here  in  part  so  strongly 
inclined  that  we  can  speak  of  them  as  sclerenchyma-fibres.  The 
innermost  eells  of  the  sheath  have,  as  the  cross-section  has  alreadv 
shown,  a comparatively  broad  cavity.  Starch  grains  are  not 
found  in  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  ; here,  however,  they  are  wanting  in 
the  cells  of  the  ground  tissue  also.  All  the  cells  of  the  fibro-vasal 
bundle  and  of  the  ground  tissue,  with  the  exception  of  the  cells  form- 
ing the  vessels,  and  of  the  sieve-tubes,  contain  nuclei. — It  is  clear 
that  such  a median  longitudinal  section  of  the  bundle  as  is  de- 
scribed  above  can  show  neither  of  the  two  great  vessels.  If  the 
section  be  not  exactly  median,  or  not  quite  thin,  such  may  show 
by  deeper  focussing,  but  it  is  then  however  very  indistinct.  In 
order  to  study  the  longitudinal  section  of  one  of  the  great  vessels, 
we  must  look  for  a section  which  cuts  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  later- 
ally. We  shall  then  see  that  the  great  vessel  is  obliquely  ^^itted. 
and  more  seldom  spirally  thickened.  In  these  pitted  ducts  the  thick- 
ened parts  form  a network.  The  pits  broaden  out  at  their  bottom, 
but  are  however  only  unilaterally  “ bordered,”  in  that  the  corre- 
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sponding  pit  of  the  ad  joining-  cell  of  the  wood-parenchyma  is  Avant- 
ing-  in  a “ border. These  cells,  too,  are  far  less  thickened  than 
the  vessels.  The  diaphragms,  or  cross-Avalls,  of  the  great  ducts 
quickly  attract  attention  in  the  longitudinal  section.  They  show 
a doubly  formed  ring,  which  besides  only  projects  a slight  distance 
into  the  ca\dty  of  the  duct.  These  rings  originated  in  a thicken- 
ing of  the  outer  edges  of  the  cross-walls,  the  inner  unthickened 
part  of  Avhich  was  afterwards  dissolved  (resorbed).  From  the 
number  of  the  diaphragms  we  can  therefore  draw  a conclusion 
about  the  number  and  size  of  the  cells  of  which  the  duct  is 
composed.  Corresponding  Avith  the  diaphragms,  the  vessel  sIioavs 
slight  constrictions  on  its  outer  side. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  put  up  some  Avell-chosen  cross-  and 
longitudinal  sections  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  as  permanent 
preparations.  The  colours  obtained  by  means  of  chlorzinc  iodine 
and  corallin  are  not  permanent  in  such  preparations ; but  lasting 
colours  can  be  given  by  means  of  saffranin  or  iodine-green. 
Very  instructive  double  staining  can  be  effected  if  the  section  is 
first  placed  for  a short  time  in  iodine-green,  and  then  somewhat 
longer  in  Grenadier’s  alum-carmine  ^ or  for  a similar  time  in 
Hoyer’s  ammonio-acetic  carmine ; instantaneous  double  staining 
can  be  obtained  by  means  of  picric-nigrosine,  or  picric-aniline- 
blue.  In  this  Avay  the  alum-carmine,  the  ammonio-acetic  car- 
mine, the  nigrosine  and  aniline-blue,  respectively  stain  the  un- 
lignified,  the  iodine  and  the  picric  acid  the  lignified  tissues  in  the 
preparation.  The  cell-contents  take  the  colour  of  the  caianine, 
the  nigrosine,  or  aniline-blue  respectively.  The  preparation  can 
be  put  up  in  glycerine  jelly  or  in  glycerine.  In  the  latter  case, 
the  edge  of  the  coA^er-glass  must  be  hermetically  closed.  For  this 
purpose  we  remove  with  blotting-paper  any  glycerine  that  may 
hav^e  flowed  from  under  the  edge  of  the  cover-glass,  and  surround 
this  edge  with  a solution  of  Canada-balsam  * in  turpentine, 
benzole,  or  chloroform,  made  as  thick  as  syrup.  The  operation  is 
best  jDerformed  by  means  of  a glass  rod,  about  the  thickness  of 
a thick  match,  from  Avhich  the  superfluous  Canada-balsam  is  first 
allowed  to  run.  Gold-size  is  not  suited  for  closing  glycerine  pre- 
parations, as  it  will  not  cling  to  a glass  surface  moistened  with 

* Of  these  the  solution  in  tui-pentine  is  best,  as  it  does  not  become  brittle 
when  dry ; otherwise  a jerk  may  make  the  cover-glass  spring.  The  solution 
can  be  kept  in  a bottle  with  a bell-shaped  external  ground  cap,  to  keep  out 
the  air.  [Ed,] 
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glycerine.  It  is  however  highly  desirable  to  cover  the  Canada- 
bal.sam  with  gold-size  after  it  has  become  quite  firm.  For  this 
piu  jDOse  it  is  best  not  to  use  the  gold-size  too  thickly,  but  to  put 
on  a second  layer.  In  this  operation  a fine  camel-hair  pencil  should 
be  'used. " 

Instead  of  the  stem  of  Zea  Mais,  in  case  this  plant  is  not  at  our 
disposal,  can  be  taken,  with  very  similar  results,  the  stem  of  Arena 
sativa  (the  Oat),  or  that  of  some  other  grass. 

Now  take  cross  and  longitudinal  section  of  a fully- developed 
leaf  of  Iris  jiorentina  preserved  in  alcohol.  Here  also  the  prefer- 
ence is  given  to  alcohol  material,  because  it  is  more  easy  to  obtain 
good  sections,  it  contains  no  air,  and  besides  that,  the  cell-contents 
are  fixed,  so  that  we  can  more  readily  obtain  information  about 
them.  The  section-cutting  will  be  facilitated  if  the  material  is 
previously  laid  in  a mixture  of  alcohol  and  glycerine.  Lay  the 
sections  for  some  hours  in  alcoholic  borax-carmine ; then  treat 
them  for  a short  time  with  iodine-green.  The  cell-contents  have 
taken  up  carmine,  which  in  the  form  of  borax-carmine  does  not 
stain  the  cell-walls  ; on  the  other  hand  the  lignified  walls  are 
stained  green  with  iodine-green.  The  vessels,  at  least,  appear 
stained,  and  usually  also  the  outer  elements  of  the  sheath,  i.e.  those 
impinging  on  the  bast  of  the  bundle.  Besides  this,  a group  of 
elements  with  swollen  walls,  the  protophloem,  stand  out  in  the 
outer  region  of  the  bast  by  their  blue  coloration.  We  will  there- 
fore commence  with  the  study  of  such  a preparation,  from  which 
the  Fig.  42  is  constructed.  In  this  figure  all  the  cells  which  are 
especially  rich  in  contents,  and  therefore  are  conspicuous  from  their 
red  coloration,  have  their  interior  shaded.  The  green-coloured 
walls  of  the  vessels  are,  on  the  other  hand,  re23 resented  darker  in 
the  figure,  while  the  group  of  protophloem  elements  coloured  blue 
are  left  clear.  The  thickened  elements  of  the  ground-tissue 
bounding  the  bast,  when  the  section  is  taken  through  the  base  of 
the  leaf,  are  yet  unlignified,  and  therefore  remain  unstained.  To 
rapidly  stain  a section,  it  can  be  treated  with  iodine-green  alone ; 
the  staining  of  the  cell-contents  red  as  here  described  is  then  absent. 
If  the  iodine-green  should  stain  only  the  lignified  cell -walls,  the 
exact  time  for  staining  must  be  carefully  watched.  We  proceed 
in  the  examination  from  the  wood  towards  the  bast,  and  therefore 
from  the  upper  surface  of  the  leaf,  turned  to  the  interior,  towards 
the  lower  surface,  turned  outwardly.  We  first  determine  that  the 
number  of  vessels  in  the  wood  is  pretty  considerable,  and  that 

“ See  note  on  page  99a. 
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their  width  diminishes  towards  the  bast.  The  vessels  directly 
impinge  upon  one  another,  or  else  are  separated  by  the  slightly 
thickened  comparatively  narrow  cells,  with  abundant  cell-contents, 
of  the  primary  wood-parenchyma.  Similar  cells  also  surround 

the  vessels  on  the 
flanks  of  the  bun- 
dle, and  separate 
them  from  the 
ground-tissue.  At 
the  inner  margin 
of  the  wood  are 
always  to  be  seen 
some  crushed 
elements,  proto- 
xylem  elements 
(ss),  whose  walls 
are  stained  like 
those  of  the  ves- 
sels. The  bast 
shows  again  an 
alternation  of 
larger  and 
smaller  cells; 
the  contrast  is 
here  however  not 
so  striking,  nor  is 
the  regularity  so 
great,  as  in  Zea. 
The  cells  with 
broader  cavities 
are  the  sieve- 
tubes,  the  smaller 
ones,  marked  out 
by  their  abundant 
cell-contents,  the 
companion  - cells. 
In  the  outer  re- 
gion of  the  bast 
lie  the  crushed 
protophloem  elements  (pr),  to  which  we  have  already  referred, 
whose  function  is  lost,  and  which  are  provided  with  swollen  walls 

H 


Fig.  42. — Cross-section  of  a fibro-vasal  bundle  from  the  leaf  of 
Iris  Jlorentina,  With  dark  contour  are  the  vessels;  the  cells  of 
the  bundle  which  are  rich  in  contents  are  shaded,  ss,  crushed 
spiral  vessels;  sp,  broader  spiral  vessels;  sc,  scalariform 
vessels;  v,  sieve-tubes  between  which  are  the  narrow  com- 
panion-cells ; pr,  crushed  protophloem  elements ; vg,  sheath 
with  wavy  radial  walls ; /:,  section  through  a crystal  ( x 240). 
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more  or  less  deeply  stained  blue.  This  outer  bast  portion  is 
enclosed  by  the  strongly  thickened  sclerenchyma  of  the  sheath, 
which  sujDports  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  with  a more  or  less  power- 
ful string.  Around  the  remainder  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  a 
elearly  marked  sheath  is  wanting ; yet  it  can  be  determined  that 
the  cells  of  the  ground-tissue  nearest  to  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  are 
smaller,  and  that  they  join  together  without  a break.  At  the 
flanks  of  the  bundle  these  small  cells  are  represented  by  but  a 
single  layer,  at  the  inner  boundary  of  the  vascular  part,  on  the 
contrary,  by  several  layers ; here  also  the  walls  of  some  of  these 
cells  are  well  stained  blue.  The  transition  to  the  larger  cells  of 
the  ground-tissue,  which  have  intercellular  spaces  filled  with  air 
between  them,  takes  place  by  intermediate  forms. 

By  a scrutiny  of  the  tissue  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fibro- 
vasal  bundle  it  will  be  seen  that  single  small  cells,  between  the 
large  cells  of  the  ground-tissue,  contain  a highly  refractive  crystal 
(Fig.  42  h).  It  offers  itself  to  us  either  in  cross-section,  or  in 
end  view ; as  to  its  form  in  longitudinal  section  we  can  readily 
inform  ourselves. 

Similar  crystals,  contained  in  narrow  cells,  can  likewise  be  seen 
here  and  there  interposed  amongst  the  larger  cells  of  the  genei-al 
tissue  of  the  leaf.  Preparations  which  it  is  desired  permanently 
to  preserve  can  be  best  stained  with  very  dilute  watery  safranin, 
which  must  be  allowed  to  work  for  only  a short  time. 

In  order  to  control  the  results  hitherto  obtained,  take  some 
cross-sections  also  from  a fresh  leaf.  We  then  determine  that  the 
large  cells  of  the  ground- tissue  in  the  outer  parts  of  the  leaf  con- 
tain chlorophyll-grains,  while  the  cells  included  in  the  fibro-vasal 
bundle  sheath  are  however  wanting  in  chlorophyll.  In  fresh 
preparations  the  vessels  are  filled  with  air,  whence  the  structures 
are  less  clear  than  in  alcohol  material. 

A longitudinal  section  through  the  leaf,  cutting  through  the  middle 
of  a bundle,  shows  us  at  the  inner  limits  of  this  bundle  the  strongly 
extended,  partly  crushed  spiral  vessels,  which  we  already  saw  in 
cross-section  at  S5,  and  distinguished  as  elements  of  the  protoxylem, 
i.e.  as  the  first- developed  elements  of  the  wood  portion  of  the 
bundle.  Following  are  broader  more  closely  wound  spiral  vessels, 
and  then  again  scalariform  vessels  with  narrow  cavity.  In  the 
bast  the  sieve-plates  show  clearly  only  in  corallin  preparations. 
Further  outwards  the  sclerenchyma  fibres  are  recognised  by  their 
strong  thickening,  their  notable  length,  and  pointed  ends. 
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As  the  crystals  are  directed  parallel  to  the  Iod"  axis  of  the  leaf, 
they  show  in  pi'ofile  in  longitudinal  sections  (Fig-  43,  A,  D). 

They  lie  in  elon- 
gated cells  of  the 
g i-  o u n d - 1 i s s u e, 
which  are  only  a 
little  larger  than 
the  crystals  them- 
selves.  These 
cells  contain  no 
chlorophyll,  while 
the  neighbouring 
cells  usually  con- 
tain chlorophyll. 
The  crystals  in 
question  dissolve 
readily  in  hydro- 
chloric acid  with- 
out evolution  of 
gas,  whence  we 
readily  conclude 
that  they  consist  of  oxalate  of  lime.  All  the  crystals  occurring  here 
have  an  elongated  prismatic  form,  and  belong  to  the  monoclinic 
system  ; most  of  them  appear  geminate  (twin  crystals),  (D). 

The  contents  of  the  crystallogenous  cells  are  not  stained  with 
corallin. 

The  fibro-vasal  bundles  of  the  Monocotyledons,  if  we  exclude 
immaterial  modifications,  reductions,  and  combinations,  are  con- 
structed upon  the  type  of  the  two  cases  we  have  thus  investigated, 
and  we  can  therefore  abstain  from  further  study  of  these  bundles. 

Closed  fibro-vasal  bundles  are  not  capable  of  increase  in  thick- 
ness, and  therefore  where  such  occurs  in  the  Monocotyledons,  it 
cannot  be  brought  about  through  the  medium  of  the  fibro-vasal 
bundles.  This  increase  of  thickness  results  from  the  action  of 
of  a Cambium-ring  which  is  found  outside  the  fibro-vasal  bundles, 
and  is  confined  to  the  families  of  Dracaeneos  and  Aloineae  i.e., 
the  so-called  “ Arborescent  Liliaceae  and  the  Dioscoreae. 

I 

For  this  purpose  we  select  as  a favourable  object  of  study  the 
plant  so  commonly  cultivated  in  gardens  and  nurseries  as  Dra- 
ccena  rubra  (more  properly,  Cordyline  rubra).  The  y>lant  must 
be  sacrificed  for  the  purpose  of  the  investigation.  Examine 


/ 


C 


B 


Fig.  43.— Crystals.  A,  crystal  of  oxalate 
of  lime  enclosed  in  a cell  from  the  leaf  of 
Iris  florentina  (x210).  B-D,  figures  illus- 
trating occurring  forms  of  crystals.  Ba, 
Bb,  and  D,  seen  in  optical  longitudinal 
section.  C,  projection,  showing  its  planes 
of  symmetry. 
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first  with  the  naked  eye  the  stem  cut  across;  we  shall  notice  in- 
side the  brown  cork-layer  the  green  soft  cortex,  somewhere 
about  -J5  inch  thick,  towards  which  the  yellowish  hard  tissue 
of  the  stem  is  limited  by  less  sharply-defined  bounds.  At  this 
boundary  lies  the  cambium  ring.  In  the  yellowish  tissue  of  the 
stem  it  is  moreover 
distinguished  from  the 
cylindrical  centre  by 
its  lighter  coloration. 

We  now  submit  a 
cross-section  to  micro- 
scopical examination, 
and  first  with  weak 
magnification  (Fig.  44). 

We  then  see,  first,  in 
the  central  portion  of 
the  stem,  a ground- 
tissue  composed  of 
rounded  cells  (m),  in 
which  are  irregularly 
scattered  isolated  cir- 
cular or  elliptic  fibro- 
vasal  bundles.  Out- 
ward from  a definite 
position  (the  inner  f") 
the  bundles  are  more 
numerous,  elongated  in 
radial  dii*ection,  and 
press  so  closely  to- 
gether that  they  appear 
separated  only  by  com- 
paratively thin  streaks 
of  ground- tissue.  In 
these  latter  the  cells 
are  more  strongly 
thickened,  coarsely 
pitted,  more  or  less 
elongated  in  the  direc- 
tion  of  the  radius,  and  clearly  arranged  in  radial  rows  with 
often  wavy  course.  Further  on,  we  come  to  the  boundary  between 
the  yellowish  inner  tissue  and  the  green  cortex  (c).  We  find 


i;my' 


Pig.  44. — Dracceua  {Cordyline)  ruhra.  Cross-section 
through  the  stem.  /,  flbro-vasal  bundles,  f being 
primary,  f"  secondary,  and  f'"  leaf-bundles ; m,  un- 
lignified  elements  of  the  ground  tissue ; s,  lignified 
elements  of  the  ground  tissue,  sheathing  the  fibro-vasal 
bundles ; t,  trachei'des ; c,  cambium  ring ; cr,  cortex  ; 
I,  cork ; pli,  cork-cambium ; r,  bundles  of  raphides 
(x30). 
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here  a zone  composed  of  flattened  thin-walled  cells,  strictly 
arranged  in  radial  rows.  It  is  the  Cambium-ring,  which  provides 
for  the  increase  in  thickness  of  the  stem.  It  belongs  apparently 
to  the  ground-tissue.  Its  most  flattened  cells  lie  in  the  middle 
of  its  cross-section.  In  it  is  found  the  real  initial-layer,  the 
cells  of  which,  in  course  of  constant  division,  produce  on  their 
inner,  and  to  a smaller  extent  their  outer,  side  new  elements. 
These  divisions  result  from  the  formation  of  tangential  walls, 
and  produce  therefore  radially  arranged  cell-rows,  which  from 
time  to  time  are  made  double  by  the  formation  of  radially 
directed  walls.  Embedded  in  the  growing  tissue  resulting  from 
this  cambium-ring  are  numerous  fibro-vasal  bundles  in  all  stages 
of  development.  The  youngest  consist  of  a group  of  thin-walled 
cells,  the  oldest  are  already  perfect  at  their  inner  portion,  while 
the  thin-walled  outer  portion  i.e.,  the  portion  towards  the 
periphery,  are  still  immersed  in  the  cambium-ring  and  in  course 
of  development.  From  the  position  where  the  fibro-vasal  bundles 
appear  crowded  together,  and  the  cells  lying  betw^een  them  have 
acquired  a radial  arrangement,  the  tissue  is  Secondary,  produced 
by  the  activity  of  the  cambium-ring.  The  Cortex  (cr),  succeeding 
outwardly  to  the  cambium-ring,  consists  of  rounded  cells. 
Between  these,  especially  in  the  inner  part  of  the  cortex,  occur 
single  cells,  in  which  lie  fine  needle-like  crystals,  in  each  cell 
closely  packed  together  into  a bundle  (r).  These  are  the  bundles 
of  so-called  RapMdes,  consisting  of  oxalate  of  lime.  They  are 
here  seen  in  end  view.  Individual  raphides- containing  cells  are 
sure  to  be  opened  by  the  razor  in  cutting,  and  the  fine  needles 
will  therefore  be  found  lying  scattered  over  the  section.  The 
1‘cst  of  the  cortical  cells  contain  chlorophyll-grains.  In  the 
cortex  are  also  visible  single  round  cross-sections  of  bundles  (f") 
which  are  passing  outwards  into  the  leaves.  There  succeeds  a 
thick  layer  of  thin-walled,  colourless  cells,  arranged  radially  (Z), 
which  on  its  outer  side  passes  over  into  a brown,  less  regular, 
tissue.  This  is  the  Cork-layer,  consisting  of  growing  colourless 
cork-tissue  in  its  more  internal,  but  of  old  irregularly  elongated 
and  discoloured  cork- tissue  in  its  outer  parts. 

Especially  instructive  are  cross-sections  treated  with  corallin. 
The  fibro-vasal  bundles  are  thereby  sharply  defined.  The  corallin 
also  always  colours  deeply  the  lignified  cells  of  the  secondary 
ground-tissue,  but  of  another  shade.  The  unlignified  cell-walls 
appear  pale  rose-coloured.  In  the  cortex,  the  cells  containing 
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raphid.es  ajDpear  now  filled  with  clear  coral-red  to  orange-colonred 
contents.  We  easily  determine,  by  the  aid  of  this  coloration,  that 
the  raphides  lie  embedded  in  a homogeneous  Slime  [or  Mucilage], 
which  accumulates  the  corallin.  Besides  the  power,  which  it 
shares  with  aniline-blue,  of  colouring  the  Callus  of  the  sieve- 
plates,  corallin  has  the  specific  property  of  staining  Vegetable  Slime 
or  Mucilage.  If  we  lay  the  longitudinal  section  of  BraccBna, 
stained  with  corallin,  in  alcohol,  and,  moreover,  allow  this  last  to 
boil,  the  slime  remains  none  the  less  stained.  From  this  we  can 
conclude  that,  as  far  as  knowledge  goes,  it  consists  of  a Starch- 
slime,  while  the  slime  the  result  of  the  degradation  of  cellulose 
is  decolorized  sometimes  even  in  cold,  but  at  any  rate  in  boiling 
alcohol.^  Gums  are  not  stained  by  corallin ; mixtures  of  slime  and 
gum  (Gum-slime),  according  to  the  proportions.  On  the  other 
side,  we  can  determine  that  watery  solution  of  nigrosine  does  not 
stain  the  slime  here  present,  even  after  long-continued  action  ; 
while  it  stains  the  slime  of  Rumex  (see  page  79). 

With  this  insight  into  the  cross-section,  which  indeed  suffices  to 
give  us  information  on  the  phenomena  of  increase  in  thickness, 
we  will  be  content,  and  in  this  case  abstain  from  the  study  of 
the  further  peculiarities,  as  also  of  the  longitudinal  section  of  the 
stem. 


KEMARKS  ON  CHAPTER  VIII. 

^ On  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  compare,  above  all,  I)e  Bary,  Comparative  Anatomy 
(Eng.  trans.  1884),  especially  in  chapter  viii.,  where  will  be  found  the  entire 
older  literature.  Numerous  more  recent  researches  into  the  morphology  of  the 
fibro-vasal  bundle  have  not  since  then  received  collective  treatment.  This  has, 
on  the  other  hand,  been  done,  as  far  as  the  anatomo-physiological  works  are 
concerned,  by  G.  Haberlandt,  in  Encyklopadie  der  Natunvissenschaften, — 
Handbucli  der  Botanik,  Bd.  II.  p.  593. 

^ The  terms  vascular-part  (Gefasstheil),  and  sieve-part  (Siebtheil),  introduced 
by  De  Bary,  Comp.  Anat.  chap.  viii.  [In  the  English  translation  of  this  work 
the  terms  are  replaced  by  “ xylem”  and  “ phloem  ” respectively.] 

^ Compare  Haberlandt,  Bte  Entwicklnngsgeschichte  dcs  mech.  Gewehesystems 
der  Pflcivzen  (The  Development  of  the  Mechanical  System  of  Plants). 

Schwendener,  Das  median.  Princip.  ivi  anat.  Ban  der  MonocotyJen  (The 
Mechanical  Principle  in  the  Anatomical  Structure  of  Monocotyledons). 

® This  staining-fluid  introduced  by  Szyszylowicz.  Compare  Bot.  Centralb. 
Bd.  XII.  p.  138. 

^ Compare  Tangl,  Jahrb.fiir  iriss.  Botanik.  Bd  XII.  p.  170. 

’ Compare  Szyszylowicz,  as  above. 
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[Note  to  page  93.] 

“ Of  the  above-mentioned  stains,  that  with  safranin  is  the  only  one  which 
3 quite  permanent.  As  it  gives  very  beautifully  differentiated  figures,  it  can  be 
pecially  recommended.  Permanent  double  staining  can  be  obtained  by  the  use 
•f  methyl-violet.  The  sections  are  first  treated  for  about  five  minutes  with  a 
ally  concentrated  alcoholic  solution  of  methyl-violet,  then  so  far  decolorised 
n alcohol  that  the  unlignified  membranes  appear  only  feebly  stained,  then 
ransferred  to  water  for  some  minutes,  and  from  this  into  one  of  the  carmine 
olutions  already  mentioned.  Some  control  is  needed  in  order  to  see  when  the 
•taining  has  been  rightly  carried  out,  and  the  decolorising  is  best  effected  on  an 
object  slide  under  the  low  power  of  the  microscope.  If  the  tiny  white  earthen- 
ware saucers  sold  for  paint  boxes  are  used  for  staining  and  decolorising,  the 
white  background  much  facilitates  the  process  to  the  naked  eye.  Very  effective 
double  staining  can  likewise  be  obtained  by  first  staining  with  logwood,  then 
with  magenta  in  50  per  cent,  alcohol,  and  then  carefully  removing  this  latter 
colour  by  means  of  alcohol  (in  which  it  can  be  completely  dissolved  out)  until  it 
is  left  only  in  the  lignified  and  cuticularised  membranes. — Hoyer’s  mounting 
fluid  is  very  useful  for  permanent  preparations,  and,  like  glycerine  jelly,  needs 
no  further  closing. 

For  the  transfer  of  large  sections  (the  edges  of  which  are  liable  to  curl  over) 
from  one  fluid  to  another,  “section  lifters  ” made  of  thin  platinum,  with  a 
wooden  handle,  will  be  found  useful ; or  copper  wire  with  one  end  beaten  out  as 
recommended  in  the  Introduction. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

OPEN  COLLATERAL  VASCULAR  BUNDLES. 

Material  Wanted. 

Ranners  of  the  Creeping  Bnttercup  {Ranunculus  repens).  Fresh, 
or  in  alcohol. 

Stems  of  the  Celandine  {Ghelidonium  majus).  In  alcohol. 

Roots  of  Scorzonera,  or  of  Dandelion.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

Stems  of  Aristolochia  Sipho,  ^ to  and  f inch  thick.  In  alcohol. 

As  a first  example  for  the  study  of  open  collateral  vascular 
bundles,  as  they  are  peculiar  to  the  Dicotyledons,  we  select  the 
creeping  stems  (runners)  of  Ranunculus  repens  (the  creeping 
Buttercup).  We  cut  through  the  older,  fully  developed  parts, 
and  stain  the  sections  with  safranin,  in  order  to  facilitate  our  task. 
The  cross-section  shows  that  the  vascular  bundles  are  com- 
pletely isolated  from  one  another,  but  arranged  in  a single  circle 
in  the  stem.  The  ground-tissue  consists  of  rounded  cells,  which 
become  smaller  towards  the  periphery  of  the  stem,  contain  chloro- 
phyll-grains, and  have  between  them  large  intercellular  spaces. 
The  epidermis  forms  the  surface  of  the  stems ; in  the  interior, 
through  the  stretching  apart  and  destruction  of  the  cells,  the 
stem  is  hollow.  The  vascular  bundles  give  throughout  the  same 
impression  as  those  of  the  Monocotyledons  ; the  same  parts  are 
recognisable  in  the  same  order.  The  xylem  portion  consists  of 
vessels  and  wood  parenchyma.  The  vessels  nearest  to  the  inner 
side  of  the  bundle  have  not  taken  up  much  stain ; they  are 
annular  and  spiral  vessels  belonging  to  the  protoxylem.  To  these 
succeed  broader  spiral  vessels  (Fig.  45  s)  and  pitted  ducts.  These 
latter  appear  somewhat  angular,  and  their  walls  betray  the  bor- 
dered pits.  The  more  lateral  pitted  ducts  are  broader,  those  in 
the  medium  portion  of  the  bundle,  on  the  other  hand,  smaller. 
Between  and  around  the  vessels,  especially  at  the  inner  edge  of  the 
bundle,  lies  thin- walled  wood-parenchyma.  Between  the  narrow 
median  pitted  ducts  are,  in  general,  only  isolated  wood-paren- 
chyma  cells,  recognisable  by  their  contents.  All  the  vessels  are 
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stained  brownish-red  in  the  safranin.  In  the  bast  is  again  very 
visible  the  alternation  of  larger  sieve-tubes  (v)  and  smaller  com- 
panion-cells. In  the  periphery  of  the  bast  can  be  recognised  the 
narrow  cavities  of  the  protophloem  elements.  The  bast  is,  how- 
ever, separated  from  the  wood  by  a multilamellar  layer  of  cells 
arranged  radially.  These  cells  remain  in  the  cambial  state.  Here 


Fig.  45. — Cross-section  through  a fibro-vasal  bundle  from  the  runner  of  Ranuncnlut, 
repens,  s,  spiral  vessels;  m,  vessel  with  bordered  pits;  c,  cambium;  v,  sieve-tubes; 
vg,  sheath  (x  180). 

for  the  first  time  we  make  the  acquaintance  of  such  a cambium, 
and  it  causes  these  bundles  to  be  ranked  as  open  bundles,  that  is, 
those  which  are  capable  of  further  development  through  the 
activity  of  their  cambium.  Such  bundles  are  not  found  amongst 
Monocotyledons,  but  are  proper  to  almost  all  Dicotyledons.  The 
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cambium  of  the  vascular  bundle  of  Banunculus  repens  does  not, 
however,  enter  into  renewed  activity,  so  that  secondary  thickening^ 
such  as  we  shall  find  later  on  in  this  chapter,  is  not  brought  about. 
The  vascular  bundles  are  surrounded  by  a sheath  of  sclerenchyma- 
like  elements,  which  are  stained  a beautiful  bright-red  in  safranin. 
The  sclerenchymatous  elements  are  specially  numerous  on  the 
bast  side,  and  are  also  more  strongly  thickened;  nevertheless  the 
bast  itself  is  separated  from  them  by  thin-walled  cells.  The 
sclerenchyma  fibres  are  wanting  on  the  flanks  of  the  bundle, 
marking  the  limits  between  the  wood  and  the  bast.  There  the 
sheath  becomes  entirely  parenchymatous,  its  elements  are  un- 
thickened and  unlignified,  and  so  form  the  “ places  of  passage,” 
which  provide  an  easy  communication  between  the  vascular 
bundles  and  the  surrounding  ground-tissue.  The  layer  of  ground- 
tissue  succeeding  to  the  sheath  is  distinguished  by  the  richness  in 
starch  contents  of  its  chlorophyll-grains,  and  forms  a so-called 
starch-sheath.  This  latter  is  specially  noticeable  on  the  bast  side 
and  the  flanks  of  the  bundle,  while  it  becomes  unrecognisable  on 
the  inner  edge.  On  the  bast  side  its  cells  not  infrequently  contain 
a red  cell-sap.  In  the  longitudinal  section  we  can  readily  deter- 
mine the  presence  of  annular,  spiral,  and  pitted  vessels  [pitted 
ducts],  and  between  them  elongated  cells  of  the  primary  wood- 
parenchyma;  then  follow  thin-walled  cambium-cells,  sieve-tubes, 
and  companion-cells.  At  both  edges  we  find  the  thickened  ele- 
ments of  the  sheath,  which  join  on  to  one  another  with  more  or 
less  oblique,  pitted,  cross-walls ; and  at  the  outer  edge  are  also 
readily  recognisable  the  elements  of  the  starch-sheath,  distiu- 
guished  by  their  marked  shortness,  and  the  richness  of  their 
starch  contents. 

The  vascular  bundle  of  Clielidonium  majtis  is  so  similar  to 
that  of  Banunculus  repens,  that  the  cross-section  can  be  understood 
without  further  reference.  Here,  however,  we  prefer  alcohol 
material.  The  wood  shows  large  vessels,  closely  crowded  together, 
which,  in  the  older  parts  of  the  stem,  have  yellowish  walls.  The 
bast  is  strongly  developed ; between  the  two  lie  the  thin-walled 
radial  rows  of  cells  developed  during  the  brief  activity  of  the 
cambium.  Only  the  stronger  bundles  have  a string  of  strongly 
thickened  elongated  sclerenchyma-cells  recognisable  at  the  outer 
edge  of  the  bast.  In  older  parts  of  the  stem  those  cells  likewise 
assume  a yellow  colour.  For  the  rest,  the  vascular  bundle  is 
sheathed  by  ground-tissue  cells,  which  do  not  differ  from  those 
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farther  removed,  but  are  not  separated  by  intercellular  spaces.. 
These  elements  are  usually  distinguished  by  the  presence  of 
numerous  chlorophyll-grains,  and  by  abundance  of  starch.  These 
starch-containing  elements  are  specially  represented  around  the 
vascular  or  wood  portion  of  the  bundle.  The  large-celled  pith 
very  early  becomes  hollow.  The  mechanical  stability  of  the  stem 
is  provided  for  by  a ring  of  elongated,  parenchymatous,  strongly 
thickened  and  lignitied,  yellow-coloured  elements,  which  surround 
the  whole  stem,  and  are  separated  from  the  bundles  by  the  chloro- 
phyll-containing layer  of  cells.  To  this  ring  succeed  two  layers 
of  narrow  cells,  of  which  the  inner  contain  chlorophyll,  the  outer 
are  collenchymatously  thickened,  and  their  walls  appear  white. 
The  epidermis  comes  next  to  this  outer  layer.  In  and  near  the 
bundle,  however,  we  meet,  for  the  first  time,  a new  element — the 
milk-tubes  [latex-tubes,  laticiferous-tubes.]  In  the  bast  portion  of 
the  fibro-vasal  bundles,  and  also  near  the  inner  limits  of  the  wood, 
but  especially  numerous  at  the  flanks  and  near  the  outer  edge  of 
the  string  of  sclerenchyma,  and  single  examples  also  in  the  remoter 
ground-tissue  between  the  fibro-vasal  bundles,  we  notice  cells  with 
dark-brown  contents.  These  contents  consist  of  the  orange-red 
latex  of  Chelidonium,  coagulated  in  alcohol.  The  cells  in  question 
are  so  striking  that  it  is  impossible  to  overlook  them.  They  are 
all  thin-walled,  even  those  which  are  inserted  within  the  outer 
edge  of  the  string  of  sclerenchyma ; they  are  not  even  distinguished 
by  any  special  form.  The  latex- tubes  can  be  found  very  easily 
also  in  radial  longitudinal  sections.*  They  are  recognised  at  once 
by  their  yellowish-brown  contents.  They  present  the  appearance 
here  of  long  tubes  running  thereabouts  parallel  to  the  long  axis  of 
the  stem.  Without  difficultv  the  existence  of  cross-walls  in  these 

V 

tubes  can  be  determined.  These  cross-walls  are  more  or  less 
clearly  pierced  in  their  centres  by  one  or  more  pores ; they  are 
entirely  wanting,  also,  here’  and  there,  where  we  should  expect  to 
find  them.  In  not  exactly  rare  cases,  one  or  another  of  the  vessels 
in  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  shows  itself  to  be  full  of  coagulated 
latex.  Lateral  communications  of  the  latex-tubes  cannot  be 
observed  in  Chelidonmm. 

* To  obtain  radial  longitudinal  sections,  take  a piece  of  the  stem  about  ^-inch 
long,  cut  it  in  half  down  the  middle,  and  take  sections  from  the  cut  surface. 
If  the  half-stem  is  too  thin  to  hold  readily,  stick  the  point  of  a needle  (in  a 
holder)  through  it  from  side  to  side,  and  parallel  with  the  cut  surface ; then, 
laying  the  needle  flat  on  the  left-hand  index-finger,  cut  the  sections.  [Ed.] 
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Anastomosing  latex- vessels  (laticiferous  vessels)  can,  however, 
be  found  in  the  Poppies  (Papaveracece),  the  Bell  worts  (Campanu- 
lacece),  and  in  the  lignlifloral  section  of  the  Composites  (Gichoria- 
cece),  as,  e.g.  in  the  Dandelion.  Of  these  we  can  select  as  an 

example,  the  garden 
Scorzonera  (^8.  hispan- 
ica),  not  infrequently 
grown  in  kitchen-gar- 
dens for  its  parsnip-like 
roots.  Tangential  sec- 
tions, taken  from  the 
external  part  of  the 
root,  a short  distance 
below  the  exterior,  if 
treated  as  described 
above,  will  show  in  the 
bast  portion  of  the 
fibro-vasal  bundles  an 
extensive  network  of 
latex-vessels  filled  with 
their  very  granular 
contents,  shown  in  Fig. 
45*. 

An  extraordinarily 
favourable  object  for 
the  study  of  the  growth 
in  thickness  of  the 
dicotyledons  is  Aristo- 
lochia  Sipho,  a hardy 
deciduous  climbing 
plant  not  infrequently 
cultivated  in  England, 
and  material  for  the 
investigation  of  which 
will  therefore  be  pro- 
bably not  difficult  to 
obtain.  It  is  desirable 
to  collect  it  at  the  end  of  June.  Our  description  will  be  made  from 
fresh  material,  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  green  colour,  will  serve 
also  for  alcohol  material.  Take  first  a cross-section,  through  a 
twig  about  or  i inch  in  thickness.  This  section  (Fig.  45**) 


Fig.  46*. — Latex  vessels  in  the  bast  of  Scorzonera 
hispanica,  tangential  section.  B,  a portion  of  A,  more 
highly  magnified.  (After  Sachs.) 
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sliows  with  a lens  an  internal  large-celled  pith  (in),  around  this 
a belt  of  isolated  vascular  bundles  (f.v.),  round  this  further  a 
continuous  white  ring  (sk),  then  green  cortical  tissue  (c),  and 
finally  a yellowish-green  peripheral  rind  (cl).  With  a low  power 
under  the  microscope  we  can  determine  that  the  pith  consists 
of  round,  large  cells,  in  part  filled  with  air.  In  the  vascular 
bundle  the  wood  (vl)  appears  darker,  pierced  with  holes  which  are 
the  vessels;  then  follows  the  cambium  zone  (/c),  composed  of 
narrow,  radially  arranged,  clear  cells,  and  then  the  bast  (cb), 
which  appears  somewhat  clear,  but  without  the  regular  arrange- 
ment shown  by  the  cambium  zone.  Each  bundle  is  bordered, 
especially  in  its  outer 
part,  by  a parenchymatous 
tissue,  containing  chloro- 
phyll-grains to  some  ex- 
tent, perhaps  also  reserve 
food  materials.  The  white 
ring,  succeedingoutwardly 
to  these,  is  composed  of 
strongly  thickened  scle- 
renchyma-cells  ; between 
the  fibro-vasal  bundles  it 
projects  inwards  in  a some- 
what wedge-like  fashion. 

Impinging  on  the  ring 
towards  the  exterior  is  a 
tissue  containing  chloro- 
phyll, the  innermost  layer 
of  which,  bounding  upon 
the  sclerenchyma  ring,  is 
marked  by  its  richness 
in  starch,  and  belongs 
to  the  category  of  so-called  “ starch-sheaths.”  Such  starch- 
sheaths  resemble  in  position  the  “ endodermis  ” of  roots,  which  we 
shall  hereafter  study,  and  form  the  innermost  layer  of  the  primary 
cortex.  The  whole  axial  portion,  thus  surrounded  by  the  primary 
cortex,  is  known  as  the  central  cylinder,  and  its  peripheral  tissue, 
separating  the  vascular  bundles  from  the  cortex,  and  which 
consists  in  this  case  6f  parenchyma  and  the  sclerenchyma  cylinder, 
is  called  the  pericycle  (pc).  After  treatment  with  iodine  this 
starch-sheath  stands  out  very  clearly.  There  follows  a tissue, 


Fio.  45**.—  Cross-section  through  a twig  of  Arisfo- 
lochia  Sipho,  about  ^ inch  in  thickness,  m,  Pith ; fa. 
vascular  bundles,  of  which  vl  is  the  wood,  and  cb 
the  bast  portion ; fc,  fascicular  cambium  ; i/c,  inter- 
fascicular cambium  ; p,  primary  bast  parenchyma 
on  the  outer  side  of  the  bast,  which  effects  a 
transition  to  the  ground-tissue;  pc,  pericycle;  ale, 
sclerenchyma  ring;  e,  starch-sheath;  c,  green 
cortex;  cl,  collenchyma  (x 9). 
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likewise  chlorophyll-containing  and  with  narrow  cavities,  with 
glistening  cell- walls  more  strongly  thickened  in  the  corners,  in 
which,  by  this  last  peculiarity,  we  recognise  collenchyma. 
[Compare  Fig.  45***,  showing  collenchyma-cells  from  the  leaf- 
stalk of  a B(‘gonia.~\  Outside  all  is  found  the  epidermis.  The 
collenchyma  ring  is,  however,  traversed  by  certain  dark  green 
prolongations  of  the  inner  cortical  tissue,  which  extend  up  to  the 
stomata. — This  general  information  will  suffice,  and  we  will  now 
turn  to  the  study  of  a single  bundle.  This  can  only  be  on  very 
thin  sections.  Such  we  prepare  with  care  from  the  alcohol 
material,  which,  in  order  to  be  able  to  cut  it  better,  we  have 

previously  placed  for  24  hours 
in  a mixture  of  half  alcohol  and 
half  glycerine.  These  sections 
also  are  stained  by  a longer 
action  of  safranin.  The  figure 
of  a vascular  bundle  in  course 
of  development  from  a twig  of 
the  curi-ent  year,  placed  in 
alcohol  about  the  beginning  of 
June,  appears  as  in  Fig.  46. 
The  vascular  bundle  begins 
at  its  inner  margin  with  thin- 
walled  primary  wood-parenchy- 
ma (p),  in  which  are  enclosed 
narrow  vessels  (the  protoxylem) 
gradually  becoming  broader  as 
we  pass  towards  the  exterior. 
The  primary  wood-parenchyma 
becomes  at  the  same  time 
thicker  walled.  This  applies 
still  more  to  the  vessels,  wdiile 
the  space  between  is  occupied  by  still  more  strongly  thickened 
tracheides  with  bordered  pits  (m').  These  are  not  broader  than 
the  wood-parenchyma  elements  lying  between  them,  but  are  dis- 
tinguished from  them  by  more  strongly  thickened  walls,  and  the 
absence  of  contents.  The  fully  developed  vessels  and  tracheides, 
as  well  as  the  thick- walled  wood-parenchyma,  stain  an  intense  red 
in  the  safranin,  the  thin-walled  wood-parenchyma,  like  the  ground 
tissue,  only  a bright  brown  colour,  against  which  the  innermost 
vessels  therefore  stand  out  very  clearly.  We  can  see  without 


Fia.  45***. — From  a transverse  section  of 
a leaf-stalk  of  a Begonia,  showing  the  col- 
lenchyma-cells,  cl,  underlying  the  epider- 
mis, e;  the  collenchyma-cells  contain  a few 
chlorophyll-grains,  clil;  p,  is  an  internal 
parenchyma-ct'll  ; c,  the  cuticle.  These  col- 
lenchyma thickenings  are  capable  of  greatly 
swelling.  (After  Sachs,  x 660.) 


OPEN  BUNDLE  OF  ARISTOLOCHIA. 


107 


difficulty  that  the  innermost,  and  at  the  same  time  smallest,  of 
these  are  completely  crushed.  These  crushed  vessels  belong  to  the 
protoxylem  (yip).  The  two  largest  vessels  of  the  vascular 

bundle  represented  in  the  figure  are  in  course  of  development. 
Between  the  two  developing  vessels  lies  a young  thin- walled  tissue. 


chyraatous  elements  at  the  inner  extremity  of  the  wood  ; vlp,  protoxylem  elements ; m'  and 
m",  pitted  ducts  ; ic,  intei’fascicular  cambium  continued  into  the  fascicular  cambium,  i.e. 
the  cambium  in  the  interior  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundles ; v,  sieve-tube ; chp,  protophloem 
elements ; pc,  tissue  of  the  pericycle  ; sic,  inner  part  of  the  ring  of  sclerenchyma-fibres 
(xl30). 

arranged  in  radial  rows,  and  therefore  arising  through  the  acti\dty 
of  the  cambium.  The  cambium-zone  bounds  the  outermost  limits 
of  the  two  large  vessels  ; in  this  a specially  flat,  but  otherwise  not 
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sharply-defined  layer  of  cells,  represents  the  initial  layer.  Suc- 
ceeding towards  the  exterior  are  the  thin-walled  elements  of  the 
bast,  the  radial  arrangement  of  the  inner  portion  of  which  also 
indicates  a secondary  derivative  of  the  cambium.  In  this  bast  are 
the  sieve- tubes  (v),  clearly  distinguishable  from  the  companion- 
cells  accompanying  them  by  the  abundant  contents  of  these  latter. 
Amongst  sieve-tubes  and  companion-cells  there  are  also  scattered 
cells  of  the  bast  parenchyma,  smaller  in  diameter  than  the 
sieve-tubes,  but  broadening  towards  the  limits  of  the  bast,  and 
passing  over  without  sharp  delimitation  into  the  wide  ground- 
tissue  elements  by  which  the  bast  is  bounded.  In  the  outer  part 
of  the  bast  are  narrow  sieve-tubes  and  companion-cells  intercalated 
amongst  the  broadening  parenchymatous  elements  ; they  consti- 
tute the  protophloem  {cbp).  The  bast  is  separated  from  the 
sclerenchyma  ring  {sk)  by  a large-celled  cortical  parenchyma, 
devoid  of  intercellular  spaces.  The  sclerenchyma  ring  appears 
quite  as  deeply  stained  as  the  lignified  part  of  the  vascular 
bundle.  Under  the  pressure  of  the  elements  newly  developed 
from  the  cambium,  the  protophloem  elements  are  soon  crushed. — 
The  formation  of  the  interfascicular  cambium  is  very  instructive 
in  such  sections.  With  the  commencement  of  the  activity  of  the 
cambium  in  the  vascular  bundle,  the  ground-tissue  cells  imping- 
ing laterally  upon  it  (i.e.  the  cambium)  have  become  stretched, 
and  partition  walls  are  formed  in  them  (ic).  Thus  streaks  of 
cambium  are  developed,  passing  through  the  elements  of  the 
ground-tissue,  which  connect  together  the  cambium  streaks  in  the 
circularly  arranged  vascular  bundles  into  a continuous  cambial 
ring.  As  the  accompanying  Fig.  46  shows,  the  formation  of  the 
interfascicular  cambium  (ic)  in  Aristolochia  Sipho  is  extraordinarily 
easy  to  follow,  and  the  original  contour  of  the  ground-tissue  cells 
which  have  been  divided  can  be  long  recognised.  The  plates  of 
ground-tissue,  separating  the  individual  bundles  of  the  ring,  and 
across  which  this  interfascicular  cambium  is  developed,  are  the 
primary  medullary  rays.  A structure  recognisable  as  a sheath 
around  the  separate  vascular  bundles  of  Aristolochia  Sipho  is 
completely  wanting.  The  ring  of  sclerenchymatous  elements 
forms  a common  sheath  to  the  whole  of  the  interior  tissue  of  the 
stem. — A delicate  radial  longitudinal  section,  which  has  cut 
through  pretty  near  the  middle  of  the  vascular  bundle,  and  is 
stained  with  corallin,  shows,  most  internally  in  the  bundle, 
elongated  primary  wood  parenchyma  with  horizontal  end  walls. 
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between  them  very  narrow  annular  vessels,  more  or  less  crushed, 
then  somewhat  broader  annular  vessels,  perhaps  partially  showing 
transitions  to  the  spiral  form  ; then  closely- wound  broader  spiral 
vessels,  partly  showing  transitions  to  the  reticulated  form ; and 
finally  the  broadened  ducts,  with  bordered  pits.  Between  these 
vessels  can  be  seen  very  elongated  trache'ides,  devoid  of  contents 
and  with  bordered  pits  ; single  fibres,  like  to  the  trache'ides  in 
form,  but  having  pits  without  borders,  and  containing  starch ; 
thick-walled  wood  parenchyma,  short,  with  horizontal  end  walls, 
and  likewise  with  unbordered  pits  and  starch.  The  immature 
ducts  appear  as  broad  cylindrical  as  yet  thin-walled  cells,  separated 
by  horizontal  end  walls,  with  abundant  peripheral  protoplasm,  and 
with  nucleus.  In  the  mature  duct  these  contents  are  no  longer 
observable,  and  in  the  place  of  the  complete  end  walls  these  pitted 
ducts  show  only  annular  projecting  diaphragms.  The  flat 
(“tabular”)  cells  of  the  cambium  ring  show  abundant  protoplasmic 
contents,  nuclei,  and  delicate  horizontal  end  dividing  walls.  The 
sieve-plates  are  extraordinarily  beautiful.  Often  they  are  oblique, 
and  offer  to  the  observer  their  entire  rosy  surface  with  darker 
shining  dots.  The  side  walls  of  the  sieve- tubes  are  likewise  covered 
with  small,  finely  punctate,  rose-coloured  sieve-pits,  usually  elongated 
in  cross  direction.  In  the  periphery  of  the  bast  is  shown  in  the 
most  striking  manner  the  formation  of  the  callus -plates,  which 
cover  either  both  sides  of  the  sieve-plate  in  similar  quantity  or 
preponderatingly  on  one  side  only  of  the  sieve-plate,  as  bright 
rose-coloured,  highly  refractive  masses,  rounded  on  their  free  sides, 
i.e.  the  sides  towards  the  cavities  of  the  constituent  cells  of  the 
sieve-tube.  The  small  sieve-pits  on  the  side  walls  also  have 
small  callus-plates.  Besides  the  sieve-tubes  will  be  noticed  the 
companion-cells,  thickly  filled  with  cell  contents,  and  the  broader, 
shorter  cells  of  the  bast  parenchyma,  usually  with  starch  contents 
but  less  protoplasm.  The  bast  is  separated  from  the  ring  of 
sclerenchymatous  elements  by  the  parenchyma-cells  of  the  ground- 
tissue.  The  sclerenchyma -fibres  of  the  ring  are  very  long,  pointed 
at  their  ends,  with  their  ends  interlapping  between  one  another, 
and  are  provided  with  fine  pits.  Finally  we  can  also  determine 
that  the  collenchyma-cells  adjoining  the  epidermis  are  many 
times  as  long  as  broad,  and  join  on  to  one  another  with  horizontal 
end-walls. 

Let  us  now  continue  our  observations  upon  an  older  stem,  about 
f-inch  thick.  First  cut  it  across  and  examine  the  cut  surface 
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with  the  lens.  The  pith  is  partially  destroyed  and  considerably 
diminished,  and  appears  extended  obliquely.  Through  the  activity 
of  the  cambium,  the  vascular  bundles  have  undergone  considerable 
increase  in  mass.  The  plates  of  ground-tissue  which  separate 
them  are  elongated  to  a corresponding  degree,  similar  radial  plates 
of  tissue  having  been  added  on  to  them  by  the  cambium  pari 
passu  with  the  secondary  extension  of  the  vascular  bundles  them- 
selves. The  whole  of  this  tissue,  which  lies  between  the  pith  and 
the  cambium,  we  describe  as  the  wood,  and  distinguish  therein  the 
xylem  bundles  from  the  medullary  rays  separating  them.  The 
xylem  bundles  consist  of  the  primary  vascular  portion  and  the 
secondary  increase  ; the  whole  secondary  increase  in  the  xylem 
bundle  constitutes  the  secondary  wood,  which,  however,  is  not 
separated  by  a clear  line  of  limitation  from  the  primary  wood. 
The  pith  and  the  medullary  rays  appear  white,  from  containing 
air  ; the  wood  is  yellowish.  The  thickest  medullary  rays,  usually 
ten  to  twelve  in  number,  end  in  the  pith  ; these  are  the  “ primary” 
medullary  rays,  those  which  from  the  beginning  separated  the 
vascular  bundles.  Bounding  the  pith  are  the  oldest  wood 
portions  of  the  vascular  bundles.  Since  the  broad-cavitied 
ducts  are  wanting  there,  they  show  as  a denser,  darker-coloured 
ring,  penetrated  by  the  primary  medullary  rays.  After  this  follow 
the  concentric  annual  rings.  The  breadth  of  the  openings  of  the 
ducts  increases  during  the  first  year’s  growth  till  a definite  maxi- 
mum diameter  is  attained  ; it  then  again  diminishes.  The  limits 
of  the  yearly  rings  are  clearly  marked  by  the  broad  openings  of 
the  ducts,  in  that  after  the  wood  of  the  first  year  the  broadest 
vessels  are  only  produced  at  the  commencement  of  the  growth  in 
spring.  The  outer  part  of  the  year’s  ring,  that  is,  the  wood  which 
is  developed  in  the  late  summer  of  each  year,  including  the  first, 
has  no  vessels  distinguishable  with  the  lens. — Proportionally  as 
the  secondary  woody  body,  i.e.  that  developed  after  the  interfasci- 
cular cambium  has  commenced  its  activity,  increases  in  circuit, 
new  medullary  rays  are  interposed  therein,  which  we  can  distin- 
guish as  medullary  rays  of  the  second,  third,  etc.,  order,  but  in 
general  collect  under  the  name  of  secondary  medullary  rays.  The 
intercalation  of  new  medullary  rays  takes  place  here  with  the 
greatest  regularity.  The  further  we  remove  our  point  of  view  from 
the  centre  of  the  stem,  so  much  the  more  numerous  the  medullary 
rays  become,  and  so  much  the  shorter  those  newly  developed 
appear.  At  the  outer  limit  of  the  woody  body  we  see  the  cam- 
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binm  ring  as  a darker  circle,  which  shows  also  as  a delicate  line 
within,  i.e.  in  passing  through,  the  medullary  rays.  On  the  oppo- 
site side  to  the  secondary  wood  can  be  seen  the  clear  brown-coloured 
secondary  bast,  similarly  developed  from  progressive  growth.  The 
medullary  rays  broaden  outside  the  cambium  as  a result  of  their 
subsequent  growth  in  breadth,  due  to  the  increase  in  thickness  of 
the  stem.  The  bast  portions  are  not  capable  of  such  a subsequent 
growth  in  breadth,  and  appear,  therefore,  exteriorly  to  dwindle  and 
become  rounded  off.  The  originally  continuous  ring  of  scleren- 
chyma  has  been  broken  into  isolated,  unequal,  olive-green  coloured 
portions ; and  similarly,  also,  is  the  originally  continuous  and  still 
darker  olive-green  coloured  layer  of  collenchyma.  The  protec- 
tion of  the  interior  has  now  been  undertaken  by  the  periderm, 
which  covers  the  surface  of  the  stem  as  a brown  sheath,  and 
shows  clear  lamination.  The  whole  of  the  portion  subsequently 
developed  through  the  activity  of  the  cambium,  which  includes  in 
itself  the  secondary  bast,  and  the  broadened  ends  of  the  medullary 
rays,  is  spoken  of  as  secondary  cortex,  in  contradistinction  to  the 
primary  cortex  present  before  the  commencement  of  the  increase 
in  thickness.  A sharp  limit  between  primary  and  secondary 
cortex  is  here,  however,  not  present. 

We  next  investigate,  with  stronger  magnification  and  on  deli- 
cate cross-sections,  the  structure  of  the  stem  described  above. 
The  tissue  of  the  pith  is  found  destroyed  in  the  interior,  and  most 
of  the  cells  contain  air ; many  cells  contain  cluster-crystals  of 
oxalate  of  lime,  others  starch.  Especially  rich  in  starch  is  the 
somewhat  narrow-cavitied  tissue  in  the  exterior  of  the  pith,  in 
which  the  protoxylem  bundles  are  immersed.  This  zone  we  will 
distinguish  as  the  medullary  sheath.  The  xylem  bundles  have 
drawn  somewhat  nearer  together  into  the  centre  of  the  stem, 
crushing  together  the  pith  and  the  inner  parts  of  the  primary 
medullary  rays.  The  same  fate  has  befallen  the  protoxylem,  at 
least  so  far  as  the  thin- walled  elements  are  concerned.  The 
vessels  formed  in  the  early  part  of  each  year  show  an  increase  of 
volume  up  to  the  third  or  fourth  yearly  ring.  From  spring  to- 
wards autumn,  in  each  year’s  ring,  the  width  of  the  ducts  decreases 
very  rapidly.  Shortly  before  the  close  of  the  vegetative  period  in 
each  year,  only  very  narrow  elements  are  formed.  The  largest 
proportion  of  the  wood  consists  of  comparatively  narrow  and 
strongly-thickened  elements,  which  have  bordered  pits  and  appear 
devoid  of  contents,  and,  therefore,  are  trache’ides.  They  contain 
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air  or  water.  If  contents,  such  as  starch-grains,  are  seen  in  them, 
they  have  been  swept  out  of  neighbouring  cells  by  the  razor. 
Especially  surrounding  the  ducts,  but  also  scattered  between  the 
trache'ides,  are  somewhat  less  thickened  elements,  with  shallow 
pits,  protoplasmic  contents,  and  commonly  also  containing  starch ; 
these  are  wood-parenchyma  cells  and  wood-fibres.  The  ducts  are 
only  provided  with  bordered  pits  where  they  are  in  contact  either 
with  one  another  or  with  tracheides ; where  the  pit  of  a duct  or  of  a 
tracheide  hits  upon  the  pit  of  a wood-parenchyma  cell  or  wood- 
fibre,  it  is  only  bordered  on  one  side,  namely,  the  side  towards  tho 
duct  or  tracheide,  i.e.  only  on  this  side  has  the  pit  its  mouth 
contracted. 

The  closing  membrane  of  such  a unilaterally  bordered  pit  is 
without  a central  thickening  (Torus),  and,  in  distinction  from 
closing  membranes  provided  with  a torus,  colours  blue  with 
chlorzinc  iodine.^ 

The  cells  of  the  medullary  rays  are  elongated  radially,  their 
walls  comparatively  little  thickened,  and  with  numerous  small 
pores.  They  contain  starch,  air,  or  cluster-crystals  of  oxalate  of 
lime.  At  the  outer  limits  of  the  ligneous  mass  we  easily  recog- 
nise the  cambium,  composed  of  thin-walled,  flattened,  radially 
arranged  cells,  and  on  the  other  side  of  this  the  thin-walled 
elements  of  the  bast.  Besides  the  sieve-tubes  and  companion-cells 
are  also  found  in  this  case  starch-containing  cells  of  the  bast- 
parenchyma.  The  secondary  bast,  developed  through  the  activity 
of  the  cambium,  has,  therefore,  acquired  these  last  additional 
elements.  In  exceedingly  thin  sections,  the  alternation  of  non- 
collapsed  layers  of  cells  with  collapsed,  completely-flattened  layers 
can  be  followed.  The  layers  of  cells  which  are  not  collapsed 
consist  of  bast-parenchyma  cells,  for  the  most  part  rich  in  starch, 
and  produced  in  spring.  The  flattened  layers,  on  the  other  hand, 
consist  of  the  subsequently  developed  sieve-tubes  and  companion- 
cells  and  scattered  bast-parenchyma  cells,  which  are  crushed  by 
the  growth  of  the  next  year.  The  bands  of  bast-parenchyma  in 
the  older  parts  of  the  bast,  like  the  similar  elements  in  those  parts 
which  are  still  active,  show  up  (should  they  contain  starch)  very 
prominently  after  addition  of  iodine.  Material  collected  at  the 
beginning  of  winter  is  especially  rich  in  starch.  The  dead  parts  of 
the  bast  become  therefore  more  and  more  pressed  together,  and 
form  thus  arched  white  bands,  continually  becoming  thinner  and 
further  apart  as  we  pass  to  the  exterior  of  the  bast.  The  layers 


SECONDARY  GROWTHS  IN  ARISTOLOCHIA. 


113 


of  living  bast-parenchyma  keep  pace,  by  cell-division,  with  the 
increase  in  thickness  of  the  stem.  By  the  intercalation  of  new 
medullary  rays  the  bast  undergoes  repeated  bipartition,  and  there- 
fore every  outer  part  of  the  bast  always  overlaps  two  inner  portions. 
Outside  the  rings  of  bast  can  be  seen  the  parenchymatous  elements 
of  the  pericycle,  stretched  into  a thin  zone,  and  then  the  dis- 
connected fragments  of  the  ring  of  sclerenchyma-fibres.  These 
fragments  are  separated  by  a parenchymatous  tissue  which  has 
penetrated  on  both  sides  between  them.  That  the  sclerenchyma 
fibres  of  this  ring  contain  protoplasm,  and  to  some  extent  starch, 
can  be  determined  even  now  in  the  parts  of  the  ring  which  still 
remain.  The  fragments  of  the  starch-sheath  can  scarcely  be 
recognised,  the  inner  part  of  the  primary  cortex  contains  many 
cells  full  of  air.  The  ring  of  collenchyma  is  likewise  separated 
into  pieces ; but  here  also  not  merely  a rupture  results,  but  in 
single  places  tangential  extension  of  its  cells  ensues,  which  then 
commence  dividing  and  so  give  origin  to  masses  of  parenchymatous 
tissue.  The  surface  of  the  stem  is  covered  with  periderm,  which 
shows  wider  zones  of  broad  thin-walled,  and  narrower  zones  of 
narrow  thick-walled,  cork-cells,  in  beautiful  alternation.  As  in 
the  pith  and  medullary  rays,  so  also  in  the  cortex,  are  found 
scattered  crystal-masses  of  oxalate  of  lime. 

The  radial  longitudinal  section  shows,  in  the  secondary  wood, 
first  the  broader  and  narrower  ducts,  with  bordered  pits,  and 
annular  diaphragms,  the  tracheides  with  bordered  pits,  the  less 
thickened  wood-fibres,  recognisable  by  their  contents  and  their 
shallow  pits,  and  the  wood-parenchyma,  less  thickened  than  the 
tracheides,  and  joined  into  continuous  rows  or  lines.  If  a 
medullary  ray  is  cut,  its  thin- walled  cells  can  be  seen  proceeding 
in  radial  direction,  and  therefore  straight  across  the  section.  At 
the  outer  limit  of  the  wood  we  can  recognise  the  cambium-cells, 
flat  (tabular),  rich  in  protoplasmic  contents,  thin-walled,  ending 
on  one  another  with  horizontal  walls ; then  the  still  active  portion 
of  the  bast,  and  then  the  alternating  collapsed,  and  non-collapsed 
flattened,  elements  of  the  older  bast.  The  laminated  periderm  in 
the  periphery  is  very  beautifully  exhibited.  The  longitudinal 
section  appears  just  as  does  the  cross-section  ; the  cells  are  just  as 
long  as  broad. — In  cutting  the  wood,  the  direct  course  of  the 
medullary  rays  appears  to  the  naked  eye.  This  arises  from  the 
marked  length  of  the  internodes,  i.e.  the  spaces  between  the  points 
of  origin  of  the  leaves,  in  which  the  vascular  bundles,  like  the 
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medullary  rays,  preserve  their  direction  unchanged.  The  tangen- 
tial longitudinal  section  of  the  stem  shows  under  the  microscope 
the  medullary  rays  in  the  form  of  broader  or  narrower  streaks, 
sepai-ated  from  one  another  by  corresponding  streaks  or  layers  of 
the  ligneous  body  of  the  stem. 

If  we  examine  a stem  which  has  been  cut  in  winter,  before  the 
commencement  of  the  vegetative  period,  and  laid  in  alcohol,  we 
notice  that  the  starch  has  disappeared  from  the  stem.  If  at  the 
same  period  a fresh  stem  be  examined,  we  find,  in  place  of  the 
starch,  yellow,  strongly  refractive  oil -drops  in  the  cell.  The  starch 
in  most  woody  plants  appears  to  undergo  a similar  change  during 
the  winter.  The  oil-drops  have  disappeared  in  the  alcohol 
material. 

As  it  is  always  a matter  of  no  slight  difficulty  to  make  out 
correctly  the  individual  elements  of  complicated  structures,  such 
as  are  shown  by  sections  through  the  wood,  we  will  therefore 
endeavour  to  obtain  information  by  another  method.  We  call  to 
our  assistance  the  so-called  treatment  by  “ maceration.”  For  this 
purpose  we  place  in  a wide  test-tube  some  pieces  of  chlorate  of 
potash,  and  pour  over  them  enough  nitric  acid  to  completely  cover 
the  pieces  * ; then  lay  in  this  fluid  longitudinal  sections,  uot  cut  too 
thin,  of  the  tissue  to  be  investigated,  and  warm  it  over  a flame 
until  active  evolution  of  gas  ensues.  We  allow  the  reagent  to 
work  for  some  minutes,  and  then  pour  the  whole  into  a large 
evaporating  dish,  or  saucer,  full  of  water.  The  floating  sections 
should  be  removed  from  this,  by  means  of  a glass  rod,  into 
another  vessel  filled  with  water,  and  from  thence  into  a drop  of 
water  on  an  object  slide.  The  maceration  should  not  be  carried 
on  in  the  same  room  in  which  the  microscopes  are,  as  the  vapours 
evolved  are  injurious  to  them.  The  preparation  placed  on  the 
object  slide  can  be  torn  to  pieces  with  needles,  and  the  individual 
elements  thus  separated.  If  the  reagents  have  worked  rightly,  the 
middle  lamellae  between  the  cells  will  be  dissolved;  the  separation 
of  the  cells  is  therefore  easy  to  complete.  All  the  elements,  which 
previously  had  to  be  studied  in  combination,  will  now  be  found 

* If  the  proportions  of  these  reagents  are  not  right,  red  fumes  of  nitrous  acid 
gas  will  be  given  off,  and  the  tissue  may  be  entirely  dissolved.  W.  K.  McNab 
has  suggested  a fluid  composed  of  two  drachms  of  nitric  acid  (of  sp.  gr.  I'lO),  and 
3 grains  of  chlorate  of  potash,  in  which  the  tissue  should  be  kept  for  a fortnight, 
when  the  constituent  cells  can  be  isolated.  {Trans.  Edin.  Bot.  Soc.  vol.  xi.  p. 
^93.)  [Ed.] 
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isolated  under  tlie  microscope.  They  are  usually  well  preserved, 
excepting  that  the  lignin,  by  which  the  cellulose  in  the  wood  had 
been  chemically  altered,  has  been  more  or  less  completely  removed, 
so  that  for  the  most  part  they  stain  violet  with  chlorzinc  iodine. 
First  we  notice  the  pitted  ducts,  usually  separated  into  segments 
at  the  places  which  indicate  the  annular  diaphragms.  Especially 
numerous  in  the  preparation  are  the  isolated  tracheides  ; they 
are  elongated,  have  tapering,  rounded  ends,  and  bordered  pits. 
These  pits,  owing  to  the  walls  being  swollen  by  the  reagent,  now 
present  the  appearance  of  narrow,  obliquely  ascending  clefts ; still, 
by  focussing,  you  can  get  successive  optical  sections,  which  will 
show  that  the  clefts  widen  towards  their  base.  Where  several 
tracheides  remain  joined  together,  the  pits  show  a cross,  because 
their  cleft-like  apertures  are  in  opposite  directions  in  adjoining 
cells.  Besides  ducts  and  tracheides,  we  also  find  in  our  preparation 
cells  of  the  wood-parenchyma,  with  thin  walls  and  large  shallow 
pits;  they  are  also  recognisable  by  their  conglomerated  granular 
cell-contents.  The  wood-parenchyma  cells,  as  we  can  easily  deter- 
mine, for  the  most  part  remain  adhering  together  in  threads,  which 
simulate  the  wood-fibres,  but  differ  from  them  in  that  their  cavity 
is  divided  by  cross- walls  into  several  short  superposed  segments. 


NOTE  TO  CHAPTER  IX. 

* Compare  Russow,  Bot.  Centrctlbl.  Bd.  XIII.,  p.  140. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

STRUCTUKE  OF  THE  CONIFEROUS  STEM. 

Material  Wanted. 

Pieces  cut  from  the  periphery  of  an  old  branchlet  of  the  Scotch  Fir 
{Pinus  sylvestris).  Cut,  and  placed  in  alcohol,  in  June  or  July. 
Placed  in  half-and-half  glycerine  and  alcohol  twenty-four  hours 
before  wanted  for  section-cutting.  Likewise  fresh. 

We  will  first  take  up  again  the  Scotch  fir  {Pinus  sylvestris') , 
already  once  investigated  by  ns,  and  undertake  a careful  study 
of  the  structure  of  the  stem.  Since  we  have  learned  the  method 
of  growth  in  thickness  of  Aristolochia,  we  can  do  this  with  a much 
clearer  comprehension. 

It  is  characteristic  of  the  Coniferce  that  the  entire  secondary 
growth  of  the  wood  consists  of  but  one  kind  of  element,  the 
tracheides,  or,  as  here  in  the  Scotch  fir,  of  tracheides  and  individual 
strings  of  secondary  wood-parenchyma.  If  you  wish  to  find 
vessels  in  the  Coniferse,  you  must  look  for  them  in  the  medullary 
sheath,  in  the  primary  wood  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle.  Even  in 
stems  of  half  an  inch  in  thickness  this  can  be  done  very  easily. 
In  cross-sections  passing  through  the  pith,  which  is  readily 
marked  out  to  the  naked  eye  by  its  darker  colour,  it  can  be  seen 
that  the  inner  margin  of  the  ligneous  mass  consists  of  portions 
projecting  into  the  pith  and  composed  of  elements  with  narrow 
cavities,  and  with  somewhat  brownish  walls.  In  delicate  radial 
longitudinal  sections  passing  through  the  same  region,  we  can 
determine  that  these  elements  are  spiral  vessels.  Some  such 
vessels,  which  possess  at  the  same  time  spiral  bands  and  bordered 
pits,  serve  as  a transition  to  the  tracheides  having  only  bordered 
pits. 

We  will  now  institute  a careful  investigation  into  the  region 
of  the  cambium  ; and  we  select  alcohol-material  as  best  for  the 
purpose,  since  in  fresh  stems  of  the  Scotch  fir  the  cambium  is 
usually  torn  through  in  cutting,  while  dry  portions  of  stems  do 
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not  easily  give  good  sections.  The  alcohol-material  should  he  laid 
for  about  twenty-four  hours  in  a mixture  of  equal  parts  of  alcohol 
and  glycerine,  after  which  it  can  be  prepared  specially  well. 
Alcohol-material  offers  this  further' advantage,  in  that  the  cell- 
contents  are  fixed.  We  select  for  the  investigation  pieces  from 
the  periphery  of  a tolerably  thick  branchlet,  because  the  tracheides 
in  the  later-developed  annual  rings  are  larger.  The  pieces  of 
stem  are  best  laid  in  alcohol  in  the  month  of  June  or  July,  il.e.,  at 
a time  when  the  cambium  is  in  full  activity,  and  I assume  that 
such  a piece  of  stem  is  used  for  investigation.  We  examine  the 
section  in  glycerine  ; in  case,  on  the  other  hand,  we  wish  to  treat 
it  with  reagents,  we  first  wash  it  in  water.  We  begin  with  a 
delicate  cross-section  from  the  periphery  of  the  stem — a section 
which  extends  through  the  bark,  the  cambium,  and  several  annual 
rings  of  the  wood.  We  first  figure 
to  ourselves  on  this  section  the 
things  already  known  from  our 
observations  on  bordered  pits. 

We  see  the  tracheides  arranged 
in  radial  rows ; from  time  to  time 
such  a row  doubles  in  its  out- 
ward direction.  In  outline,  the 
tracheides  are  quadrangular,  or 
else  with  five  or  six  sides.  In 
the  wood  formed  in  autumn  the 
tracheides  are  narrower,  and  have 
thicker  walls.  After  these  thick- 
walled  narrow  elements  succeeds 
passing  outwardly  without 
transition,  the  wood  of  the  follow- 
ing spring  growth,  with  its  elements  less  strongly  thickened  and 
with  broad  cavities.  This  sudden  change  makes  the  year’s  limits 
visible  to  the  naked  eye  [see  Fig.  46*].  Parallel  to  the  radial  rows 
of  the  tracheides  run  the  narrow,  usually  unilamellar  (rarely  more), 
medullary  rays,  generally  distinguishable  also  through  the  starch- 
contents  of  their  cells.  In  the  radial  walls  of  the  tracheides  [{.e., 
those  walls  directed  towards  the  medullary  rays]  are  the  bordered 
pits,  the  structure  of  which  we  already  know.  On  the  tangential 
walls  [i.e.,  the  walls  directed  towards  the  centre  and  periphery  of 
the  stem]  they  are  exceedingly  rare.  Between  the  tracheides  and 
the  starch-containing  cells  of  the  medullary  ray  are  present  very 


[Fig.  46*. — Diagrammatic  section,  sliow- 
ing  junction  of  autumn  and  spring  wood 
in  Pinus  sylvestris.  h,  the  latest  autumn- 
formed  elements  ; w,  the  boundary  j /,  the 
earliest  spring-formed  elements;  m,  a 
medullary  ray.  x 250  (after  Prantl),] 
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hast.  1,  2,  3,  stages  in  the  development  of  the  bor- 
dered pit ; m,  medullary  ray  ; e,  sieve-plate ; fc, 
flattened  cells  with  brown  contents,  later  on  con- 
taining crystals  (x540). 


broad  unilateral  bordered 
pits,  so  broad  that  they 
almost  represent  the 
whole  width  of  the  wall 
of  the  tracheide  in  con- 
tact with  the  ray-cell. 
By  “unilateral”  we  must 
understand  that  only  on 
the  side  of  the  tracheide 
is  the  “border”  of  the 
pit  developed.  The  clos- 
ing membrane  is  usually 
bulged  into  the  trache- 
ide ; it  appears  to  be 
without  a “ torus.”  The 
medullary  ray  cells,  in 
those  places  with  which 
the  tangential  walls  of 
the  tracheides  adjoin, 
are  provided  each  with 
projecting  thickening 
ridge  (compare  with  Fig. 
47,  the  medullary  ray  m 
and  the  tracheide  walls 
impinging  upon  it) . The 
section  can,  hoM^ever, 
have  been  taken  throuQ^h 
a band  of  empty  medul- 
lary ray  cells,  and  these 
are  then  connected  with 
the  tracheides  by  pits 
which  are  bordered  on 
both  sides.  In  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood 
of  the  cambium  we  see 
(Fig.  47)  the  as  yet  in- 
complete' tracheides,  the 
so-called  “ young  wood.” 
Passing  from  the  cam- 
bial  zone,  the  walls  of 
the  cells  increase  rapidly 
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in  thickness.  In  cross-sections,  through  older  stems,  we  moreover 
often  see  the  radial  walls  within  the  cambial  zone  itself  to  be 
thicker  1 (as  in  Fig.  47).  What  we  must  here  call  “cambium” 
consists  in  the  Initial  layer  (i),  assumed  theoretically  to  be 
unilamellar,  which  by  successive  tangential  divisions  gives  off 
mother-cells  of  the  tissue  on  its  wmod  and  bast  sides,  and,  from 
these,  tissue-cells,  still  in  course  of  division,  which  give  rise  to  the 
elements  of  the  wood  and  the  bast.  A sharp  boundary  cannot  be 
drawn  between  the  initial  layer  and  the  mother-cells  of  the  tissue 
of  the  wood  and  bast  respectively.  The  youngest  partition  wall 
in  the  cambium  can  be  recognised,  in  that  it  passes  without 
interruption  to  the  radial  lateral  walls (■!)  ; somewhat  older  partition 
walls,  on  the  contrary,  join  on  to  the  side-walls  at  somewhat 
swollen  points  of  origin.  Towards  the  wood  side  the  development 
of  the  bordered  pits  can  be  followed  (I,  2,  3).  The  rows  of 
trache'ides  are  continued,  through  the  cambium,  into  the  rows  of 
the  elements  of  the  bast,  which  maintain  an  equally  strong  radial 
arrangement.  The  cell-walls  on  the  bast  side  become  rapidly 
thickened ; they  have,  however,  a more  dead- white,  less  glistening 
aspect  than  in  the  wood.  On  the  radial  walls  of  the  broader  bast 
elements,  especially  on  the  places  where,  in  the  wood,  the  bordered 
pits  stand,  are  situated  the  sieve-areas  (e)  ; in  very  thin  sections 
we  can  recognise  the  fine  pores  which  pierce  these  areas.*  Narrow, 
prominent,  unilamellar  bands  of  flattened  cells  alternate  with  the 
broad  layers  of  sieve-tubes.  These  bands  represent  the  bast- 
parenchyma.  The  greater  number  of  the  cells  in  the  bast 
parenchyma  are  distinguished  by  a strongly  refractive  brown  cell- 
content  {k).  In  places  somewhat  further  removed  from  the 
cambium,  one  or  two  crystals  can  be  seen  in  the  brown  contents 
of  these  cells  [crystallogenous  cells].  As  in  the  Scotch  fir  but 
one  band  of  bast-parenchyma  is  formed  yearly,  the  number  of 
them  can  be  used  in  estimating  the  age  of  any  particular  portion 
of  bast.  Between  the  cells  containing  crystals  are  others  full  of 
starch.  Crystal  or  starch-containing  cells,  singly  or  in  groups, 
are  scattered  also  between  the  sieve- tubes.  The  medullary  rays 
(m)  are  continued  from  the  wood  through  the  cambium  into  the 
bast,  and  in  this  latter  their  cells  also  in  part  contain  starch. 
Only  a comparatively  narrow  zone  of  the  bast  consists  of  turgid 
elements  retaining  their  original  arrangement.  Beyond  this 
zone  the  radial  rows  of  cells  are  curved,  the  cell-walls  begin 
to  grow  brown,  the  cavities  of  the  cells  become  more  or  less  con- 
• Companion  cells  to  the  sieve  tubes  are  not  developed  in  the  Gymnosperms. 
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tracted  by  pressure,  so  that  the  radial  walls  of  the  cells  appear 
bent  in  waves  or  folds.  Only  the  starch-containing  cells  of  the 
bast  or  of  the  medullary  rays  enlarge  notably ; they  become 
rounded,  and  appear  now  as  more  or  less  globular  elements,  thickly 
filled  with  starch.  Finally,  the  sieve-tubes  and  cells  containing 
crystals  are  completely  crushed,  and  elongated  tangentially,  and 
now  separate,  like  laminated  membranes,  the  large  starch-contain- 
ing cells.  The  outer  cortex  appears  now  to  consist  of  these  last 
only.  Further  outwards  in  this  bark  we  encounter  narrow  laminae 
of  cork,  and  outside  these  deep-brown  dead  tissue,  cut  olf  by  them 
from  the  periphery. 

Hitherto  unmentioned  are  the  strings  of  wood-parenchyma, 
which  are  shown  in  every  cross-section  of  the  wood,  and  which 

always  contain  a resin-canal  (Fig. 
48).  In  alcohol- preparations  this 
canal  has  lost  its  resin  contents. 
The  cross-section  through  the  wood 
cuts  the  resin-canals  likewise  in 
cross-section.  Each  of  these  pre- 
sents itself  as  an  intercellular  pas- 
sage (^),  surrounded  by  a layer  of 
large  thin-walled  cells  (Epithelial 
cells,  e).  The  walls  of  these  cells 
have  become  brown ; they  contain 
a large  nucleus  and  a peripheral 
layer  of  protoplasm.  To  these 
cells  follow  a second  layer  of  cells, 
of  similar  form,  but  poorer  in  con- 
tents, and  flattened;  then  a more 
or  less  complete  sheath,  here  and 
there  doubled,  of  large  starch-con- 
taining wood-parenchyma  cells. 
These  last  are  surrounded  by  tra- 
^heides,  or  else  impinge  upon  a medullary  ray.  As  the  history 
of  their  development  shows,  the  resin  canals  arise  schizogenously, 
i.e.,  by  the  separation  of  cells  at  flrst  in  contact. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  let  us  now  take  a cross-section 
through  a piece  of  fresh  pine-wood,  and  determine  that  the  resin 
canals  are  filled  with  Resin.  This  appears  in  the  preparations 
in  the  form  of  strongly-refractive,  extensible  drops,  often  with 
irregular  outline.  If  we  run  in  a little  alcohol,  the  resin-drops 


Fig.  48. — Resin-canal  from  the  wood 
of  Finns  sylvestvis,  i,  the  canal  filled 
with  resin;  e,  the  epithelial  cells  sur- 
rounding the  passage  (canal) ; a,  cells 
containing  starch ; t,  trachei'des  ; m, 
‘.ells  of  a medullary  ray  (x  240). 
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quickly  disappear.  We  can,  moreover,  stain  them  in  characteristic 
fashion  'vvitli  the  red  colouring  material  of  alcanna  - roots  [roots  of 
Alcanna  tinctoria~\,  which  we  have  already  used  to  colour  oils. 
For  this  purpose  we  take  a cross-section  through  the  wood  of  the 
Scotch  fir,  and  lay  it  on  the  object-slide  in  a drop  of  water.  We 
then  take  a similar  thin  section  from  the  bark  of  a dried  alcanna 
root,  blow  off  from  it  the  adhering  particles,  lay  it  upon  the  fir 
section,  and  cover  with  a cover-glass.  Then  run  in  a drop  of 
about  50%  alcohol  under  the  cover- glass,  and  allow  the  object 
to  stand  for  from  half  an  hour  to  an  hour.  If  now  the  alcanna 
bark  is  removed  and  the  section  of  fir  examined,  the  parts  con- 
taining resin  appear  stained  a beautiful  dark  red  colour,  while  the 
other  parts  of  the  preparation  remain  entirely  uncoloured. 

Cross-sections  through  the  alcohol-material  treated  with  chlor- 
zinc  iodine  show  the  walls  of  the  tracheides  yellow-brown  ; their 
innermost  thickening  layer,  which  is  in  contact  with  the  limiting 
membrane  [-i.e.,  the  bright  refractive  line  immediately  surrounding 
the  cell-cavity],  is,  however,  partially  stained  violet.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  cambium,  in  tracheides  which  are  not  yet  fully 
formed,  the  protoplasmic  contents  and  nucleus  are  now  easy  to 
see.  It  can  be  settled  equally  definitely  that  the  tracheides,  when 
fully  formed,  lose  all  living  contents.  The  cambium,  with  the 
youngest  adjoining  cells,  has  stained  bright  violet,  the  walls  of  the 
older  portions  of  the  bast  a dark  violet  colour.  The  contents  of  the 
crystallogenous  cells  remain  brown,  while  those  of  the  cells  of  the 
periderm  now  appear  reddish-brown.  The  inner  surface,  especially 
thin-walled,  of  the  cells  surrounding  the  resin-canal  usually  stains  a 
dirty  violet.  Careful  examination  shows,  moreover,  that  the  closing 
membrane  of  the  unilaterally  bordered  pits  has  stained  violet, 
while  that  of  the  bilaterally  bordered  pits  remains  uncoloured.® 

If  we  bring  to  bear  on  the  wood  of  the  Conifera0,  on  sections 
taken  through  the  cambium,  the  reactions  for  lignin  which  we 
have  already  tested,  we  can  readily  prove  the  gradual  extinction 
of  the  lignin  reaction  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  cambium. 
Corallin  also  must,  by  virtue  of  its  properties  already  known  to 
us,  stain  the  lignified  cells  quite  differently  from  those  unlignified. 
We  obtain,  indeed,  very  beautiful  and  instructive  preparations 
when  the  sections  are  laid  for  some  time  in  soda-corallin  and  then 
examined  in  glycerine.  The  lignified  membranes  are  stained  a 
deep  red ; towards  the  cambium  this  red  disappears,  and  passes 
over  into  a pale  yellow.  In  the  bast  the  cell-walls  have  a pale 
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reddish -yellow  coloration  ; the  sieve-plates  are  coloured  deep  red, 
especially  where  they  are  covered  with  a callus  layer.  As 
corallin  also  stains  starch-grains  rose-colour,  these  consequently 
stand  out  quite  sharply  in  the  outer  parts  of  the  bast. 

Now  prepare  a radial  longitudinal  section,  using  for  the  purpose 
the  alcohol-material.  The  radial  longitudinal  section  shows  ns 
in  the  wood  the  elongated  tracheides  with  bordered  pits,  bluntly 
tapering  at  both  ends,  and  by  these  ends  interlapping  with  one 
another.  The  surface  view  of  the  bordered  pit  is  already  known 
to  ns.  The  bordered  pits  in  the  narrowest  tracheides  of  antnmn 
are  small  and  few.  Traversing  the  tre.cheides  horizontally,  we 
see  the  cells  of  the  medullary  rays.  The  mednllary  rays  have 
nsnally  little  height  [^.e.,  in  the  direction  of  the  length  of  the 
tracheides,  and  therefore  of  the  length  of  the  stem]  ; they  can, 
however,  occnr  np  to  sixteen  cells  high.  They  consist^  of  radially 
elongated  cells,  lying  side  by  side  in  rows.  The  median  cells  con- 
tain starch,  and  show  on  the  sides  of  the  tracheides  the  large, 
shallow,  nnilateral,  bordered  pit;  the  npper  and  nnder  rows  of 
cells,  from  one  to  three  in  number,  are  empty,  with  small  bordered 
pits,  and  show  peculiar  jagged  (or  serrate)  projecting  ridges  on 
the  walls  directed  tangentially.  Similar  rows  of  cells  may  also 
be  interpolated  in  the  median  parts  of  very  deep  medullary  rays. 
From  their  pits  and  want  of  living  cell-contents  these  rows  of 
cells  resemble,  in  structure  and  relations,  the  tracheides  of  the 
wood,  and  on  these  grounds  might  be  considered  as  tracheides  ; but 
we  will  confine  this  term  to  the  elements  of  the  ligneous  portion 
of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  alone.  Here  and  there  the  radial  longi- 
tudinal section  may  also  cut  through  a string  of  secondary  wood- 
parenchyma,  and  have  laid  bare  its  resin- canal.  The  parenchy- 
matous cells  surrounding  the  resin-canal  are  convex  towards  it, 
and  just  as  broad  as  long ; those  more  remote  are  clearly  longer. 
In  the  larger  medullary  rays  we  can  trace  the  course  of  a hori- 
zontal resin-canal,  and  can  determine  that  ultimately  the  vertical 
and  horizontal  resin- canals  intercommunicate.  The  cambium  in 
longitudinal  section  shows  as  narrow  elongated  eells,  with  their 
end- walls  more  or  less  obliquely  inclined,  from  which  the  elements 
of  the  wood  and  bast  proceed,  and  as  shorter,  broader  cells  which 
are  continued  on  both  sides  into  the  cells  of  the  medullary  rays. 

In  order  to  study  the  sieve  areas, ^ we  again  take  the  alcohol- 
material,  and  lay  the  sections  we  have  prepared  in  a watery 
solution  of  Aniline  blue.®  In  this  the  sections  need  remain  only 
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a few  minutes,  and  tlien  be  transferred  to  glycerine.  This  latter 
permits  the  colour  to  remain  only  in  the  sieve-areas,  removes  it 
from  all  other  parts  of  the  section.  The  sieve-areas  cannot  now 
be  overlooked  in  a microscopical  examination.  Their  colour  is 
beautifully  blue  and  permanent,  so  that  the  preparations  can  be 
preserved.  We  can  distinguish  the  sieve-areas  even  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  of  the  cambium,  and  follow  them  into  the 
parts  in  which  the  sieve-tubes  have  become  crushed,  and  the  sieve- 
areas  have  therefore  lost  their  radial  position.  The  sieve-areas, 
however,  already  lose  their  capability  of  coloration.  The  sieve- 
tubes  have  the  form  of  cambium  cells ; they  bear  sieve-areas  only 
on  their  radial  walls,  just  as  the  bordered  pits  on  the  tracheides. 
The  sieve-areas  are,  moreover,  smaller  than  the  bordered  pits. 
They  present  the  appearance  of  round  or 
oval  spots,  which  are  collected  into  an  in- 
definite  number  of  somewhat  angular,  finely-  ' 
punctate  sections  (Fig.  49).  At  some  dis- 
tance from  the  cambium  the  sieve-areas  are 
covered  by  a homogeneous  shining  substance, 
staining  sky-blue — the  callus-plate.  Further 
still  these  are  again  dissolved,  the  sieve- 
area  is  bare,  and  no  longer  colours  at  all. 

The  sieve-tubes  are  here  already  function- 
less. It  is  not  difi&cult  to  recognise  that  the 
active  sieve-tubes  contain  protoplasmic  con- 
tents, the  nucleus,  however,  except  occasion- 
ally, is  wanting,  already  disappearing  in  the 
developing  sieve-tube. 

The  crystallogenous  cells  of  the  bast  are 
distinguished  in  longitudinal  section  by  their 
brown  contents  ; they  are  comparatively  short,  end  commonly  with 
horizontal  walls,  and  have  apparently  arisen  from  horizontal  divi- 
sion of  the  cambium-cells.  They  contain  numerous  prismatic 
crystals  lying  over  and  by  one  another.  The  starch-cells  likewise 
stand  out  clearly.  They  are  still  shorter  than  the  crystallogenous 
cells,  lie  in  rows  one  upon  the  other,  and  are  also  interpolated 
singly  or  in  longer  rows  between  the  crystallogenous  cells.  Later 
these  starch-containing  cells  swell  very  considerably. 

The  cells  of  the  medullary  rays  can  be  readily  followed  from 
the  wood  into  the  bast;  they  retain,  moreover,  their  essential 
structure,  but  lose  their  characteristic  pits  ; the  inner,  starch-con- 
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Fiq.49. — Finns  sylvestris. 
Parts  of  two  siove-tubes 
with  sieve-areas  (x  540). 
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taining  rows  are  here  also  usually  accompanied,  both  above  and 
below,  by  cells  free  of  starch.  These  last  cells  are  narrower  and 
longer  than  those  which  contain  starch,  quickly  lose  their  living 
contents  and  collapse.  All  the  elements  of  the  medullary  rays 
within  the  bast  remain  thin-walled.  The  horizontal  resin-canals, 
also,  in  the  large  medullary  rays,  pass  out  of  the  wood  into  the 
bast. 

It  is  desirable  to  take  also  a radial  longitudinal  section  from 
fresh  material.  If  this  is  examined  in  water,  we  can  determine 
that  even  in  the  cambium  and  the  neighbouring  youngest  ele- 
ments, as  well  as  in  the  parenchyma  around  the  most  recently 
developed  resin  passages,  but  specially,  however,  in  the  starch- 
containing  cells  of  the  medullary  rays  of  the  woody  body  and  of 
the  bast,  an  active  streaming  of  the  protoplasm  exists.  In  the 
medullary  rays  of  the  wood  this  can  be  followed  back  through 
several  years.  The  tracheides,  and  the  tracheidal  cells  of  the 
medullary  rays,  have  for  the  most  part  become  filled  with  air  in 
cutting  the  section.  A careful  examination  of  the  medullary 
rays  will,  however,  show  that  extremely  fine  intercellular  spaces, 
filled  with  air,  run  in  a radial  direction  between  the  full  cells  of 
the  medullary  rays  and  the  neighbouring  tracheides  of  the  woody 
body,  and  that  they  also,  following  the  medullary  rays,  pass 
through  the  cambium  into  the  zone  of  bast.  These  intercellular 
passages  provide  for  the  necessary  access  of  air  to  the  living  me- 
medullary-ray  cells. — A longitudinal  section  which  passes  through 
the  bast,  laid  in  ammonium-chloride,  molybdic  ammonia,  or  in 
potassium  bichromate,  shows  us  that  the  crystallogenous  cells  con- 
tain tannin. — If  now  we  remove  by  radial  longitudinal  sections  up 
to  about  the  twentieth  year’s  ring  from  the  cambium,  we  shall  see 
that  the  cells  of  the  medullary  rays  gradually  lose  their  living 
contents,  and  in  its  place  become  filled  with  resin.  The  tracheides 
also,  especially  those  of  autumn,  contain  in  many  parts  resin. 
The  living  elements  have  now  disappeared  from  the  woody  body; 
we  have  dead  heart  wood  (duramen),  in  contradistinction  to  the 
sapwood  (or  alburnum),  traversed  by  living  medullary  rays. 

The  tangential  longitudinal  section,  which  we  likewise  prepare 
from  the  alcohol-material,  must  be  taken  from  at  least  two  places, 
viz.,  one  in  the  wood  and  one  in  the  bast,  and  in  both  cases  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  cambium.  The  section  through 
the  wood  shows  the  tracheides,  and  the  sections  of  the  medullary 
rays,  each  cross-section  of  these  tapering  at  its  ends,  and  the 
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whole  thei’efore  having  a spindle-like  outline,  since  the  cells  at 
both  edges  (or  ends)  graduallj  become  narrower,  and  the  final 
cells  are  unilaterally  pointed.  The  simplest  medullary  rays  are 
in  cross-section  3 cells  high;  most  are  about  8 cells,  while  with 
some  the  height  can  increase  up  to  as  many  as  20  cells.  The 
simplest  are  always  but  one  cell  broad ; the  highest  can  in  their 
central  part  be  several  layers  thick,  and  these  latter  have  then  a 
resin-canal,  which  is  shown  in  section.  The  section  may  have 
also  cut  through  a vertical  resin-canal,  which  will  jDresent  the 
same  appearance  as  in  the  radial  longitudinal  section.  A section 
of  the  bast  which  will  answer  our  requirements  cannot  be  obtained 
without  trouble.  There  is  no  recourse  but  to  prepare  from  an 
older  portion  of  bast,  beginning  exter- 
nally, a considerable  number  of  successive 

sections,  till  we  have  reached  the  young  ^ U ji|  ^ 

wood.  We  examine  these  sections  with 
a low  power  objective,  and  look  for  such 
as  contain  still  active  sieve-tubes.  By 
this  means  we  can  obtain  information 
about  the  callus  plate,  which  at  once 
attracts  the  eye,  even  without  coloration 
and  with  slight  magnification,  as  a 
strongly  refractive  pad  attached  to  the 
cell- wall.  The  sections  of  the  sieve-areas 
can  be  best  studied  in  chlorzinc  iodine, 
to  which  we  have  added  an  equal  bulk 
of  dilute  watery  potassium-iodide  iodine 
solution.  The  figure  of  the  sieve-area- 
in  this  view  is  the  same  as  in  the  cross- 
section,  but  the  number  of  the  cut  sieve- 
areas  is  very  (great,  and  therefore  it  is 
more  easy  to  obtain  a favourable  section. 

They  will  be  found  most  quickly  at  the 
edges  of  the  section.  The  sieve-areas 

(Fig.  50,  A)  are  seen  in  profile,  within  the  radial  walls  of  the 
sieve-tube  which  we  have  cut  through  with  the  razor.  The  walls 
themselves  are  somewhat  swollen  in  the  chlorzinc  iodine  solution, 
and  have  acquired  a violet  coloration.  The  sieve  area  is,  so  far 
as  it  appertains  to  a still  active  sieve-tube,  stained  reddish-brown. 
This  colour  proceeds  from  the  strings  of  plasiJia  which  penetrate 
from  both  sides  into  the  thickness  of  the  siev  )-axea.  It  appears 
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Pig.  £0. — Piims  sylvestris 
Parts  of  the  walls  of  sieve- 
tubes  after  treatment  with 
chlorzinc  iodine.  A,  before 
the  formation  of  the  callus 
plate  ; B,  after  its  formation , 
C,  from  a sieve-tube  which  has 
passed  its  period  of  activity 
(x  540). 
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then  as  if  the  sieve-area  were  pierced  by  reddish-brown  rods 
(compare  the  figure).  The  callus-plates  (B)  have  coloured 
reddish-brown,  provided  the  chlorzinc  iodine  solution  was  not  too 
concentrated,  and  has  not  acted  as  a solvent.  The  sieve-areas  of 
sieve-tubes  which  have  lost  their  function  (0)  appear  bright  violet; 
the  strings  of  plasma  and  the  callus-plates  have  disappeared  from 
these.  If  we  stain  such  a tangential  longitudinal  section  with 
aniline  blue,  and  examine  it  in  glycerine,  the  brilliant  blue  callus- 
plates  at  once  attract  attention.  We  can  easily  follow  on  the  one 

side  the  growth,  and  on  the 
A other  side  the  disappear- 

ance, of  them. 

The  resin-canals  which 
we  have  here  met  with, 
and  which  in  the  cortical 
parenchyma  of  Conifers  of- 
ten attain  considerable  size, 
can  have  their  origin  well 
studied  in  the  ivy  (^Hedera 
helix).  Cross-sections  of 
young  stems  will  show  the 
resin-canals  in  the  central 
pith  as  well  as  outside  the 
xylem  ring,  even  in  quite 
close  contiguity  to  the  cam- 
bium-ring. In  the  same 
section  they  will  be  met 
with  in  different  stages  of 
development,  from  a group 
of  four  cells,  having  be- 
tween them  a barely  recog- 
nisable intercellular  space, 
to  fifteen  or  twenty  cells 
surrounding  a large  cavity. 
The  cells  are  at  once  re- 
cognisable by  their  granular  contents.  The  mode  of  origin  of  the 
resin-passage  is  easily  observable.  It  arises  through  the  separa- 
tion of  the  secreting  cells,  while  these  cells  divide  radially,  and 
more  rarely  tangentially  (Fig.  50* -d),  and  thus  surround  a cavity 
continually  enlarging  up  to  a certain  point.  The  resin  passage  is 
therefore  schizogenous  (compare  Fig.  50*). 


Fig.  60*. — Resin  passages  in  the  bast  of  a 
young  stem  of  Hedera  helix  in  transverse  section 
(x  800).  A,  early  stage;  E,  later  stage;  g,  the 
resin  passage  surrounded  by  its  secreting  cells  ; 
c,  the  cambium  layer;  wb,  soft  bast;  b,  bast  fibres; 
rp,  cortical  parenchyma.  (After  Sachs). 
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NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  X. 

‘ Sanio,  Jahrb.  f.  Wiss.  Bot,  Bd.  IX.  p.  51.  E.  Strasburger,  Zellhaiite,  p.  39. 
Kny,  Anat.  d.  Holzes  von  Pinus  sylvestris,  Bot.  Wandtafeln,  VI.  Abth. 

* According  to  N.  J.  C.  Muller,  Jahrb.  f.  iviss.  Bot.  Bd.  V.  p.  398. 

^ Russow,  Bot.  Centrabl.,  1883.  Bd.  XIII.  p.  140. 

For  particulars  see  De  Bary,  Comparative  Anatomy  of  Phanerogams  and 
Ferns  (Eng.  trans.),  p.  490. 

5 Janczewski,  Mini,  de  la  soc.  d.  sc.  nat.  de  Cherbourg,  vol.  XXIII.  p.  260;  E. 
Strasburger,  Zellhdute,  p.  57  ; Russow,  Stzbr.  Dorp,  natiirf.  Gesellsch,  17tli 
February,  1882,  p.  264. 

[A  French  translation  of  the  researches  of  Russow  on  sieve-tubes,  and  reprint 
of  those  of  Janczewski,  will  be  found  in  Ann.  des  Sciences  nat.  Botaniqiie, 
1882.) 

® K.  Wilhelm,  Beitrage  zur  Kenntniss  des  Siebrohren-apparates,  1880,  p.  36; 
Russow,  Stzber.  d.  Dorp,  naturf.  Gesellsch,  1881,  p.  63. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

STEUCTUKE  OF  THE  STEM  OF  THE  LIME;  BICOLLA.TEEAL  VAS- 
CULAR BUNDLES  OF  THE  CUCURBITACEiE ; SIEVE-TUBES. 

Material  Wanted. 

Twigs  of  Lime  {Tilia  euroiJcea),  about  | inch  thick. 

Stems  of  a Gourd  (Gucurhita  pefo),  about  ^ inch  thick,  cut  about 
^ yard  from  apex.  Fresh,  and  in  alcohol. 

As  our  next  object  of  investigation,  we  choose  the  Lime  (Tilia 
parvifolia),  or  any  form  of  the  aggregate  species,  known  under  the 
name  of  Tilia  europcea.  A cross-section  through  a twig  about 
i of  an  inch  in  thickness  shows  us  a pith  consisting  of  large 
cells,  the  air-containing  cells  of  which  are  grouped,  rosette-like, 
around  individual  narrower  cells,  filled  with  finely  granular 
brown  contents.  In  the  outer  part  of  the  pith  lie  gum-reservoirs, 
forming  hollows  in  the  parenchymatous  tissue,  but  which,  how- 
ever, are  already  empty.  At  its  outermost  limits  the  pith 
consists  of  smaller  cells,,  the  cells  filled  with  finely  granular 
contents.  Into  this  small-celled  tissue  project  the  primary  -wood 
portions  of  the  vascular  bundles.  The  “unwinding”  spiral 
vessels,  from  which  the  spiral  thickening  thread  can  be  unrolled, 
are  at  once  noticeable  in  the  cross-section,  from  the  thickening 
bands  standing  out  here  and  there.  We  can  count  about  5 
annual  rings  in  the  cross-section  of  a twig  of  i inch  thickness, 
and  we  shall  perhaps  notice  that  the  successive  annual  rings  can 
be  of  very  varying  thickness.  If  now  we  examine  more  closely 
the  individual  annual  rings,  we  shall  observe,  first  of  all,  the  great 
vessels  (Fig-  50a),  which  are  especially  produced  in  the  spring, 
and  mark  at  once  the  limits  of  the  year.  Further  in  the  year’s 
growth  the  broad  ducts  either  arise  singly  or  in  isolated  groups; 
in  the  last  phase  of  the  year’s  vegetation  the  cambium  produces 
only  elements  with  narrow  cavity.  If  we  run  in  to  our  prepara- 
tion a little  iodine  solution,  besides  the  medullary  rays  a number 
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of  other  cells  will  be  noticeable  for  their  plasmic  contents,  and 
commonly  also  for  their  starch.  They  are  scattered  amongst  the 
other  elements  of  the  wood,  but  commonly  are  connected  together 
laterally,  and  with  the  medullary  rays  also,  into  tangential  bands. 
These  cells  are  the  wood-parenchyma  (jp).  The  tracheides  (i), 
somewhat  resembling  the  vessels,  and  connected  with  them  by 
transitions,  are  recognisable  by  the  absence  of  plasmic  contents, 
and  by  the  bordered  pits  with  which  they  impinge  on  similar 
elements  or  on  the  vessels.  Lastly,  we  recognise  the  wood-fibres  (Z), 


Fig  50a. — Cross-section  through  the  wood  of  Tilia  ‘parvifoUa  (alcohol  material),  m,  a 
wide  pitted  duct ; t,  tracheides ; I,  wood-fibres ; p,  wood-parenchyma ; r,  medullary 
ray.  (x  540.) 

likewise  poor  in  contents,  usually  containing  air,  and  provided 
with  very  fine  pits.  These  wood-fibres  form  the  greater  part  of 
the  wood.  The  narrow-cavitied  autumnal  wood  consists  only  of 
wood-parenchyma,  tracheides  (t),  and  wood-fibres;  and  it  is 
bounded  by  the  spring  wood,  consisting  especially  of  vessels  and 
tracheides  (cf.  Figure).  Very  delicate  cross-sections  show  that 
practically  no  pits  traverse  the  walls  of  the  vessels  and  tracheides 
on  the  sides  towards  wood-fibres,  and  that  on  the  sides  towards 
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the  wood-parenchyma  cells,  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  only 
unilaterally  bordered.  The  border  is  only  developed  on  the  side 
of  the  vessel  or  tracheide,  and  the  closing  membrane  (which  shows 
no  torus)  bulges  out  into  it  {vide  Figure,  below  m).  The  fine 
pits  which  communicate  between  the  wood-fibres  are  slightly 
bordered  at  their  base,  as  also  are  the  isolated  pits  which  here  and 
there  traverse  the  wall  of  a wood-fibre  in  the  direction  of  a 
tracheide  or  of  a vessel.  Between  tracheide  and  wood-paren- 
chyma these  pits  appear  only  unilaterally  bordered,  but  owing  to 
their  slight  width  this  can  scarcely  be  determined  with  certainty. 
The  cells  of  the  medullary  rays  have  the  same  pit  arrangements 
as  the  wood-parenchyma,  but  owing  to  their  radial  elongation  the 


Fig.  50b. — Cross-section  through  the  bast  of  Tilia  parvifolia  (alcohol  material),  v,  sieve- 
tubes,  at  v+  exposing  sieve-plate;  c,  companion-cell;  p,  bast-parenchyma;  fc,  crystal- 
Jogenous  cell;  I,  bast-fibre ; r,  medullary  ray.  (x  540.) 

medullary  ray-cells  are  sharply  contrasted  with  the  surrounding 
elements.  In  the  outer  limits  of  the  woody  body  the  cambium 
ring  is  readily  recognisable  by  its  flat,  thin- walled,  radially- 
arranged  elements.  On  the  other  side  of  the  cambium  the  keel- 
shaped tapering  portions  of  the  bast  are  at  once  noticeable 
[Fig.  50**].  In  these  an  alternation  of  tangentially-arranged 
white  and  dark  layers  is  shown.  The  glistening  white  layers  are 
composed  of  numerous  closely-combined  bast-fibres,  the  walls  of 
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vvliicli  are  thickened  almost  to  the  disappearance  of  the  cavity. 
The  cavity  of  each  individual  cell  shows  only  as  a black  point. 
The  layers  (Fig.  50b)  are  of  unequal  thickness,  and  are  usually 
hollowed,  furrow-like,  on  their  outer  side.  The  darker  layers 
between  the  white  consist,  passing  from  the  outside  inwards,  of  a 
layer  of  somewhat  broader  crystallogenous  cells  (^*),  then  of  about 
two  layers  of  starch-containing  bast-parenchyma  cells  (p),  and 
after  these  of  many  sieve- tubes  with  broad  cavities  (v).  From  the 
corners  of  these  sieve-tubes  the  narrow  companion-cells  (c)  are  cut 
off  in  a very  conspicuous  fashion.  A layer  of  very  narrow  bast- 
parenchyma  cells  (p)  serves  to  separate  the  sieve-tubes  and 
companion-cells  from  the  next  succeeding  layer  of  bast-fibres  (Z). 
It  is  necessary  that  these  observations  should  be  made  at  a short 
distance  from  the  cambium,  because  further,  from  about  the 
eighth  layer  of  bast-fibres  onwards,  the  sieve-tubes  have  passed 
their  active  period  and  contain  air.  The  cross-section  usually 
cuts  through  some  of  the  strongly  inclined  sieve-plates,  these 
being  readily  recognisable  from  their  sieve- pores,  and  contents 
aggregated  on  both  sides  (r'^).  Probably  twice  as  many  layers  of 
secondary  bast  fibres  can  be  counted  as  there  are  annual  rings  in 
the  wood.  Apart  from  the  first  two  years,  two  layers  of  bast- 
fibres  are  developed  pretty  regularly  in  each  year.  The  outer- 
most edge  of  the  bast  is  occupied  by  the  strings  of  primary 
sclerenchyma,  which  in  no  way  differ  from  the  secondary  bast 
strings.  The  primary  medullary  rays  in  the  ligneous  body  are 
usually  two  (here  and  there,  however,  more)  cells  thick ; the 
secondary  medullary  rays  only  one  cell  thick.  They  can  be 
followed  through  the  cambium  into  the  primary  cortex,  or  into 
the  bast  respectively.  The  outer  ends  of  the  primary  medullary 
rays  are  considerably  broadened  into  a funnel  shape,  and  separate 
the  portions  of  bast.  They  segment  the  bast  into  the  form  of 
inverted  radiating  keels.  The  numerous  tangential  divisions  in 
these  ends  of  the  medullary  rays  have  caused  an  arrangement  of 
the  cells  into  tangential  rows.  The  outer  end  of  the  medullary 
rays,  and  the  primary  portions  of  the  bast,  plunge  into  the 
actively-living  green  primary  cortex.  In  the  outer  parts  of  the 
medullary  rays,  and  in  the  primary  cortex,  are  numerous  crystal- 
logenous cells.  Further  outwards,  the  cells  containing  chlorophyll 
can  be  easily  recognised  by  their  white  walls,  especially  strongly 
thickened  in  the  corners,  as  collenchyma-cells.  The  surface  of 
the  stem  is  covered  by  a regularly  developed  periderm,  whose  flat 
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cells  are  of  a stronger  and  stronger  brown  colour,  according 
to  their  age,  ^.e.,  passing  from  inside  [the  youngest]  outwards. 
A general  idea  of  the  arrangement  of  the  parts  can  be  obtained 
from  the  accompanying  diagrammatic  view  of  the  cross-section  of 
a four-year  old  stem  of  the  lime,  the  description  of  which  is  given 
at  the  foot  of  the  figure  (Fig.  50**). 

In  radial  longitudinal  sections,  we  can  make  out  that  the  ducts 
of  the  secondary  wood  have  bordered  pits,  and  that  moreover 
between  the  pits  they  have  spiral  bands,  as  an  innermost  thicken- 
:.ng  layer.  The  ends  of  the  ducts  joining  on  to  one  another,  show 
an  oblique  wall,  perforated  with  a single  large  opening.  Besides 
the  vessels,  and  always  connected  with  them  by  intermediate 
forms,  can  be  seen  tracheides,  especially  in  the  autumn  wood, 

thickened  in  the  same  way 
as  the  ducts,  but  tapering 
at  both  ends,  and  closed. 
Between  the  ducts  and  the 
tracheides  lie  elongated 
“ wood  fibres  ” (libriform 
fibres),  tapering  at  both 
ends,  having  small  scattered 
pits,  slightly  enlarged  at 
their  base  (bordered),  and 
narrow  wood-parenchyma 
cells,  filled  with  oil-drops  or 
with  starch,  simply  pitted 
-r,  c (not  bordered),  ending  with 

Fig.  50**. — Diagram  of  part  of  a cross-sfction  of  ^ _ 

a twig  of  the  Lime,  4 years  old  (slightly  magnified) : horizontal  and  likewise 
™,  pith,  m^medunaiT  sheath,  ..annual  rings  of 
wood.1,  2,  3,  4;  c,  cambium  ; pa,  bast ; pa,  primary  i 

medullary  rays  ; b,  bast-fibres ; pr,  primary  cortex ; fibres  are  longer  than  the 
7:,  cork.  (After  Prantl).  , i .i  ..-i 

tracheides,  like  these  with- 
out living  contents,  and  containing  onl}’’  water ; functionally, 
at  all  events,  nearly  akin  to  them.  The  pits  of  the  wood-fibres 
open  into  the  cell-cavity  by  a narrow  cleft,  which  in  cell-walls 
in  contact  with  one  another  are  inclined  in  opposite  directions  ; 
therefore,  with  intermediate  focussing,  they  show  a small  cross 
in  the  pit.  In  these  wood-fibres,  as  almost  universally  in  the 
mechanical  elements  (stere'ides),  the  cleft-like  pits  mount  to- 
wards the  left,  ^.e.,  they  follow  a left-handed  spiral  line.^  In  the 
wall  of  the  ducts  the  pits  are  large  and  numerously  developed 
only  where  one  vessel  impinges  on  another,  or  on  a tracheide. 
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Those  parts  of  their  walls  impinging  on  the  wood  fibres  are 
jnst  as  sparsely  pitted,  and  the  pits  as  small,  as  these.  Where 
the  wood-parenchyma  cells  impinge  on  a duct,  a corresponding 
influence  on  the  pits  can  be  likewise  noted ; the  pits  of  the  duct 
are  bordered  only  unilaterally,  on  the  side  of  the  duct.  The 
fibres  of  the  autumn  wood  are  particularly  narrow.  The  me- 
dullary rays  pass  through  the  wood,  as  horizontal  bands  of 
considerable  height;  they  consist  of  rectangular,  radially  elon- 
gated cells,  which  contain  starch,  and  have  very  numerous  pits, 
especially  on  the  tangentially-placed  walls.  In  the  bast  we  can 
see  the  very  long,  strongly-thickened,  white  bast-fibres,  pointed 
at  both  ends;  between  the  strings  of  bast-fibres  short  parenchy- 
matous cells,  with  horizontal  end-walls,  and  containing  starch, 
and  here  and  there  also  prismatic  crystals ; and  the  sieve-tubes,, 
whose  sieve-plates,  if  placed  obliquely,  are  divided  by  horizontal 
bars  into  several  sections.  Besides  these,  the  collenchyma  and 
cork  offer  points  of  interest.  As,  however,  the  collenchyma  and 
cork-cells  are  just  as  high  as  broad,  the  figure  in  the  longitudinal 
section  completely  resembles  that  in  the  cross-section. 

The  tangential  longitudinal  section  confirms  the  conclusion  as 
to  the  considerable  height  of  individual  medullary  rays  derived 
from  the  radial  longitudinal  sections.  The  medullary  rays  are 
either  one  cell  thick  in  their  entire  height,  or  double  in  the 
middle.  For  the  rest,  we  find  the  elements  again  as  in  the  radial 
section. 

The  tangential  tapering  of  the  tracheides  and  wood-fibres  can 
now  be  well  seen,  and  it  is  easy  also  to  make  oat  that  the  wood- 
parenchyma  cells  are  connected  together  into  threads  which 
simulate  in  form  the  wood-fibres.  Each  of  these  threads  has  been 
derived  from  the  segmentation  of  a single  cambial  cell,  and  the 
tangential  tapering  of  the  various  elements  in  general  has  arisen 
from  the  like  form  of  the  cambial  cells. 

Chlorzinc  iodine  stains  the  ligneous  part  yellowish-brown,  the 
cambium  violet.  In  the  bast  is  shown  a beautiful  alternation 
between  the  violet  thin-walled  zones  and  the  bright  yellow,  thick- 
walled  bast  fibres.  The  elongated  medullary  rays  of  the  primary 
cortex  are  violet,  the  cork  is  reddish-brown. 

Corallin  stains  the  wood  cherry-red,  the  bast-fibres  quite  a 
strikingly  beautiful  bright  rose-red.  The  sieve-plates  stand  out 
clearly  even  in  the  cross-section  by  their  fox-red  coloration. 

For  careful  study  older  stems  should  be  chosen,  and  alcohol 
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material  is  to  be  preferred  to  fresh  stems,  as  in  the  latter  the 
abundantly  contained  in  numerous  elements  disturbs  ob- 
servation. 

On  account  of  the  difficulty  in  studying  the  structure  of 
the  secondary  wood,  we  Avill  here  bring  the  “ maceration  ” 


Fig.  51. — Tilia  parvifoUa.  Elements  of  the  secondary  wood  and  bast,  isolated 
by  maceration.  A and  B,  wood-fibres  (libriform) ; C,  wood  parenchyma ; D and 
E,  tracheides ; F,  segment  of  a duct ; G,  bast  fibre  ( x 180) . 


method  again  to  our  aid,  and  examine  the  elements  isolated 
from  one  another.  We  proceed  exactly  as  with  Aristolochia 
(p.  112  et  seq.),  and  separate  the  macerated  sections  with 
the  needles.  The  preparation  will  then  show  the  especial 
preponderance  of  the  wood-fibres  (Fig.  51,  A,  B).  The 
swelling  of  the  walls  causes  the  pits  to  appear  still 
smaller  ; they  appear  as  oblique  clefts.  The  short  pa- 
renchymatous cells,  recognisable  by  their  contents,  lie 
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scattered  between  the  wood  fibres,  and  are  either  separated  or, 
usually,  still  united  into  threads  which  resemble  in  outline  the 
wood-fibres  {C).  We  find,  further,  but  in  smaller  number,  the 
spirally-thickened  trache'ides,  in  outer  contour  either  more  re- 
sembling the  wood-fibres  (i/),  or  more  approaching  the  ducts  (D)  ; 
finally  the  ducts  themselves,  either  separated  into  segments  {F)  or 
else  forming  long-tubes.  In  the  preparation  the  very  long  and 
narrow  cavitied  bast-fibres  ((?)  will  also  strike  us.  Careful  ex- 
amination of  the  trache'ides  and  vessels  enables  us  to  determine 
that  the  cleft-like  apertures  of  the  pits  show  an  opposite  direction 
to  the  spiral  band,  and  in  the  broader  ducts  the  slope  is  much 
steeper  than  that  of  the  spiral  band,  while  in  the  narrower 
tracheides  there  is  about  equal  steepness.  The  tracheides,  as  we 
have  already  seen,  can  be  very  like  to  the  ducts  ; in  fact,  a sharp 
delimitation  between  the  broadest  tracheides  and  the  narrowest 
ducts  can  here  scarcely  be  made.  In  our  descriptions  here  and 
in  other  places  we  have  been  guided  by  the  outer  form,  and  have 
attributed  the  tubular  forms  to  vessels,  and  the  fibre  forms  to 
tracheides. 

In  almost  all  the  Cucurbitaceae,  from  amongst  which  we  select 
Cucurhita  Pepo  (the  pumpkin)  for  investigation,  the  vascular 
bundles  have  two  bast  portions,  one  on  the  outer,  the  other  on  the 
inner  side  of  the  wood.  These  vascular  bundles  are  therefore 
constructed  bicollaterally.  The  outer  bast  is  separated  from  the 
wood  by  the  cambium,  the  inner  bast  impinges  immediately  on  the 
inner  bounds  of  the  wood.  In  order  to  see  the  vascular  bundle 
fully  formed,  stems  of  at  least  ^ inch  thick  should  be  examined, 
and  in  parts  which  are  distant  about  half  a yard  from  the  growing 
point.  In  stems  of  i to  inch  in  thickness,  or  nearer  the  growing 
point,  the  larger  ducts  are  not  yet  complete.  We  take  for  first 
examination  alcohol-material,  for  this  offers  various  advantages. 
The  vascular  bundle  has  no  sheath,  and  is  not  sharply  delimited 
from  the  surrounding  tissue.  Better-defined  figures  can  be,  how- 
ever, obtained  if  the  section  is  submitted  for  a short  time  to  the 
action  of  aniline  blue,  and  afterwards  examined  in  glycerine. 
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The  parts  appertaining  to  the  fibro-vasal  bundles  appear  more 
darkly  stained  than  the  ground  tissue.  If  we  suppose  the  inner 
bast  removed,  the  figure  approaches  so  nearly  to  the  dicotyledo- 
nous fibro-vasal  bundles  already  known  to  us  as  those  of 
Ranunculus  and  Chelidonium^  that  we  should  have  no  difficulty  in 
placing  it  amongst  them.  We  examine  first  a cross-section  of  a 
fully-developed  fibro-vasal  bundle,  with  perfect  ducts,  always 
looking  for  the  most  normal  cases  where  two  large  ducts  are 
present.  These  ducts  are  amongst  the  broadest  that  are  known 
anywhere.  Between  them  lie  the  cells  of  the  primary  parenchyma, 
with  tolerably  broad  cavities,  usually  elongated  somewhat  radially, 
and  with  their  walls  thickened  as  strongly  as  the  vessels,  and 
always  clearly  reticulately.  Succeeding  these  internally  are  ves- 
sels whose  diameter  falls  considerably  short  of  that  of  the  two 
great  ducts,  and  in  passing  inwards  is  still  further  reduced. 
Between  these  vessels  lies  the  thin-walled  primary  wood-paren- 
chyma, which  is  continued  beyond  the  limits  of  the  innermost 
vessels.  Upon  this  thin-walled  tissue  finally  impinges  the  inner 
bast,  consisting  of  broad-cavitied  sieve-tubes,  of  narrower  com- 
panion-cells, and  of  somewhat  broader  bast-parenchyma  cells. 

We  have  here  an  easy  opportunity  of  observing  the  sieve-plates, 
which  here  are  disposed  horizontally,  in  surface  view  (Fig.  52,  A). 
The  companion-cells  (5)  stand  out  particularly  sharply  with  their 
dark  blue-stained  contents.  At  the  outer  side  of  the  wood  can  be 
seen  the  thin- walled  radially-arranged  cells  of  the  cambium  layer, 
following  immediately  after  the  two  largest  ducts,  and  the  thick- 
walled  cells  of  the  wood-parenchyma  lying  between  them.  Then 
follows  the  outer  bast,  constructed  just  as  in  the  inner.  In  both 
portions  of  the  bast  the  sieve-plates,  where  such  are  cut,  are 
readily  recognisable  from  their  areolation.  Each  areole  appears, 
according  to  the  stage  in  its  development,  to  be  pierced  by  a large 
or  small  pore.  In  older  sieve-tubes  the  pores  are  narrower,  and 
lined  with  a highly  refractive  substance  (as  in  Fig.  52,  A).  The 
sieve-plate  also  often  appears  to  be  covered  with  a mass  of  sub- 
stance stained  violet-blue.  In  the  narrower  sieve-tubes,  at  the 
outer  and  inner  margin  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle,  the  section  has 
also  probably  laid  bare  a callus-plate,  which  stands  out  brightly 
as  a homogeneous  mass,  coloured  a beautiful  sky-blue.  If  we  focus 
more  deeply  into  such  a callus-plate,  we  can  recognise  in  it  the 
network  of  the  sieve-plate.  The  fibro-vasal  bundles,  as  examina- 
tion of  the  cross-section  with  a low  power  shows,  are  arranged  in 
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two  concentric  rings,  about  five  in  each  ring.  The  fibro-vasal 
bundles  in  tlie  outer  ring  are  inside  the  angles  of  the  stem,  those 
of  the  inner  ring  alternate  with  the  outer  ones.  The  protection  of 
the  inner  parts  of  the  stem  is  served  by  a ring  of  sclerenchyma- 
fibres,  the  elements  of  which  have  stained  far  more  deeply  than 
the  large-celled  ground  tissue.  Externally  to  this  ring  is  a corti- 
cal parenchyma,  containing  chlorophyll,  and  then  a typically 
developed,  stellately  interrupted  shining  white  collenchyma.  At 
the  interruptions  in  the  collenchyma,  the  cortical  parenchyma 
extends  to  the  epidermis,  which  has  its  stomata  at  these  places. 
In  the  interior  the  stem  is  hollow.  Cross-sections  through  thinner 


Fig.  52.— Cucurhita  Pepo.  rails  of  sieve-tubes.  A,  in  cross-section,  B to  D,  in  longitu- 
dinal section.  A,  a sieve-plate  seen  from  above.  B and  C,  side-view  of  the  adjoining  parts 
of  two  sieve-tubes.  D,  the  connected  parts  of  the  slime-strings  of  two-sieve  tubes,  after 
the  action  of  sulphuric  acid,  s,  Companion-cells ; u,  string  of  slime ; pr,  protoplasmic 
sac;  c,  callus  plate*  c*,  small  unilateral  callus-plate  from  a lateral  sieve-area  (x  SliO), 

stems,  from  j to  inch  thick,  show  the  largest  ducts,  and  the 
elements  lying  between  them,  still  in  course  of  formation.  It  not 
infrequently  occurs  that  of  the  two  great  ducts  only  one  is  com- 
pletely formed,  while  the  other,  on  the  contrary,  is  obliterated  ; the 
former  then  attains  an  enormous  diameter.  In  many  cases  both 
ducts  can  be  obliterated.  Finally  isolated  cases  are  met  with 
where  both  ducts  are  present,  and  both  are  as  great  as  if  only  one 
had  been  produced. 

Radial  longitudinal  sections,  which  have  cut  through  a fibro- 


133 


BIEVE-TUBES. 


vasal  bundle  correctly,  show  us  that  the  narrowest  vessels  are 
annular  and  spiral  vessels ; the  broader  are  pitted,  with  annular 
horizontally-situated  diaphragms.  The  two  greatest  ducts  have 
irregular,  reticulately  thickened  walls,  and  in  the  meshes  of  the 
net  numerous  pits.  Longitudinal  sections  will  be  not  infrequently 
obtained,  which  show  the  largest  ducts  provided  with  a complete 
cross- wall.  Then  there  are  still  present  in  the  cells  a nucleus  and 
a thin  peripheral  layer  of  protoplasm.  Many  cross-walls  will 
show,  however,  to  be  already  strongly  swollen  in  their  middle  part, 
and  therefore  in  optical  section  show  as  biconvex  lenses.  Longitu- 
dinal sections  of  the  next  older  parts  of  the  stem  show  us  these 
septa,  or  partition  walls,  finally  reduced  in  places  to  a narrow 
ring,  attached  to  the  side  wall  of  the  duct.  The  protoplasmic 
contents  of  the  cells,  as  well  as  the  nucleus,  have  then  disappeared. 
The  thin-walled  tissue  between  the  narrower  vessels  consists  of 
elongated  parenchymatous  cells,  ending  on  one  another  with  hori- 
zontal walls,  and  therefore  being  a thin- walled  primary  wood- 
parenchyma.  The  more  strongly-thickened  cells  between  the 
great  ducts  are  plentifully  but  shallowly  pitted,  and  have  also 
pitted  cross-walls,  and  belong,  therefore,  to  the  thick-walled  pri- 
mary wood-parenchyma.  As  a special  peculiarity  of  these  cells, 
we  notice  the  undulating  course  of  their  walls  placed  perpendicu- 
larly to  the  ducts.  This  undulation  is  occasioned  by  the  walls, 
in  joining  on,  avoiding  the  pits  of  the  duct.  In  these  wood  pa- 
renchyma cells  is  found  protoplasmic  sac  and  nucleus.  Where 
pitted  ducts  impinge  upon  one  another  the  pits  are  bilaterally 
bordered;  where  they  are  bounded  by  wood-parenchyma  the 
pits  are  only  unilaterally  bordered,  and  that  on  the  side  of  the 
fibro-vasal  bundle. 

On  both  sides  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  we  can,  by  means  of 
longitudinal  sections,  conveniently  study  these  so  unusually  large 
sieve-tubes^  ^2,  £).  For  this  purpose  we  lay  the  longitudi- 

nal section  for  a short  time  in  aniline  blue,  and  afterwards  examine 
it  in  glycerine.  After  lying  a pretty  long  time  in  this  latter,  the 
cell- walls  are  more  or  less  completely  decolorized,  while  the 
contents  of  the  sieve-tubes  retain  the  colour.  Almost  all  the 
sieve-plates  are  placed  horizontally ; only  a few  have  an  inclined 
position.  Most  of  them  appear  covered  with  a highly  refractive 
callous  substance,  and  show,  corresponding  to  this,  a not  incon- 
siderable thickness  (Fig.  52,  C).  From  this  peculiarity  they  are 
noticeable  with  but  low  magnification.  In  our  aniline-blue 
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preparations  these  sieve-plates  are  coloured  clear  blue.  In  the 
interior  of  the  sieve- tubes  in  question,  w^hich  show  these  sieve- 
plates,  is  visible  a contracted,  sac-like,  axial  string  (u).  This  is 
a string  of  protoplasmic  slime  or  mucus,  which  broadens  at  its 
ends,  and  almost  completely  covers  the  sieve-plate.  It  is  stained 
indigo-blue.  The  ends  adjoining  the  sieve-plates  are  usually 
more  densely  full  of  contents,  and  form  a terminal  “ mucous 
plug.”  This  accumulation  of  contents  can  be  observed  either  on 
both  or  only  at  the  upper  end  of  the  sieve-tube.  Besides  the 
axial  sac,  the  sieve-tube  shows,  by  very  careful  examination,  a thin 
peripheral  layer  of  protoplasm ; the  peripheral  layer  may  be  ex- 
tremely thin,  and  adhering  everywhere  closely  to  the  wall  of  the 
sieve-tube.  A nucleus  is  not  present.  In  somewhat  younger 
sieve-tubes  the  slime-string  can  be  often  seen  to  push  out  through 
the  pores  of  the  sieve-plate  from  one  [constituent  cell  of  the] 
sieve-tube  towards  the  other  in  the  form  of  bladder-like  or  worm- 
like prolongations.  In  older  sieve-plates  such  prolongations  can 
no  longer  be  seen  ; the  callous  substance  has  augmented  and  con- 
tracted the  sieve-pores.  Through  these  contracted  pores  the 
slimy  contents  of  one  constituent  cell  of  a sieve-tube  are  continu- 
ous with  those  of  another  (as  in  . The  sieve-plates  with  their 
callous  coverings  (Fig.  52,  (7),  are  noticeable,  as  previously  in 
the  cross-section,  on  both  inner  and  outer  side  of  the  fibro-vasal 
bundle.  These  plates  of  callus  are  clearly  indicated  by  their 
higher  refraction,  and  are  stained  sky-blue.  In  the  middle  of 
the  callus-plate  the  sieve-plate  is  more  or  less  clearly  recognis- 
able. The  callus-plate  consists,  therefore,  of  two  halves,  belonging 
to  adjoining  cells  of  the  sieve-tube,  and  are  united  together 
through  the  pores  of  the  sieve-plate.  A delicate  perpendicular 
striation  is  often  to  be  recognised  in  the  calluo-plate  (compare 
Fig.  0),  and  these  striae  always  pierce  the  pores  of  the  sieve- 
plate.  Where  two  sieve-tubes  are  in  contact  laterally,  small 
sieve-areas  are  formed  on  the  common  side-walls.  These  also 
later  on  possess  a unilateral  (c*)  or  bilateral  callus-plate,  and  are 
thus  very  evident.  By  the  side  of  the  sieve-tubes,  and  clearly  cor- 
responding in  length  with  the  constituent  cells  of  these,  run  the 
companion-cells  (s).  They  have  abundant  protoplasmic  contents, 
and  a nucleus.  Between  sieve-tubes  and  companion-cells  can  be 
seen  numerous  horizontally  elongated  and  corresponding  pits.  The 
sieve-tubes  in  course  of  development  show  in  their  peripheral  pro- 
toplasmic layer  dr-ops  of  mucus  stained  indigo-blue.  These  drops 
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of  mucus  dissolve  in  order  to  form  the  mucus  string.  It  is  very 
instructive  to  treat  a longitudinal  section  of  the  alcohol-material 
Avith  concentrated  sulphuric  acid.  The  walls  of  the  sieve-tubes 
and  the  sieve-plates  are  dissolved.  The  mucus  masses,  however, 
remained  unaffected,  and  we  can  thus  obtain  preparations  of  sieve- 
tubes,  of  which  the  contents  are  dissolved,  and  which  show  as  in 
D in  Fig.  52.  Such  preparations  demonstrate  in  the  clearest 
manner  the  union  which  exists  between  the  contents  of  sieve-tubes 
which  are  in  contact  with  one  another.  These  preparations  can  be 
washed  by  running  water  under  one  edge  of  the  cover-glass,  and 
withdrawing  it  from  the  opposite  edge  by  means  of  blotting-paper, 
and  can  then  be  stained  with  a drop  of  aniline-blue. 

In  order  to  obtain  a thoroughly  correct  idea  as  to  the  normal 
distribution  of  the  contents  of  the  sieve-tubes,  it  is  necessary  to 
have  recourse  to  still  another  method  of  preparation.  It  is  worth 
while  to  fix  the  contents  of  the  sieve-tubes  with  boiling  water, 
Avithout,  however,  having  previously  injured  the  plant,  because 
dislocation  of  the  contents  of  the  sieve-tube  would  be  induced 
thereby.  Uninjured  shoots,  while  still  in  union  Avith  the  mother 
plant,  are  killed  by  being  immersed  for  about  five  minutes  in 
boiling  water.^  Material  thus  fixed  can  be  either  in\'estigated 
direct,  or  can  be  preserved  at  will,  and  without  further  change,  in 
alcohol. 

For  comparison,  it  is  necessary  to  prepare  some  longitudinal 
sections  of  fresh  material.  In  these  also  the  sieve-plates  show  just 
as  clearly  as  in  the  alcohol-material.  The  accumulations  of  slime 
at  the  sieve-plates  can  be  well  seen  ; but  the  slime  nowhere  shows 
as  a special  string  withdrawn  from  the  side-Avalls  of  the  sieve- 
tube.  This  appearance  therefore  arises  from  the  action  of  the 
alcohol. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  XI. 

. ^ Compare  Schwendener,  Das  mecli.  Princlp,  p.  8. 

2 Compare  herewith  especially  De  Bary,  Comparatice  Anatomy  of  Phanero- 
gams and  Ferns  (Eng.  trans.),  p.  172  ; K.  Wilhelm,  Beitrdge  zur  Kenntniss 
des  Siehrohren-Apparates  dicotylev  Pjlanzen;  E.  v.  Jauezewski,  Etudes  com- 
parees  sar  les  tubes  cribreux,  Mem.  de  la  Soc.  nat.  des.  sc.  nat.  de  Cherbourg, 
T,  XXIII.  (reprinted  in  Annales  des  sc.  vat.  Pot.,  1882) ; Eussow,  Stzbr.  der 
Dorp,  naturf.  Gesellsch.,  Jahrg  , 1881  and  1882  (the  last  two  also  in  Annales  des 
sc.  nat.  Pot.,  1882). 

® Compare  Alfred  Fisher,  Per.  d.  Deut.  bot.,  Gesell,  1885,  p.  230. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

AXIAL  FIBEO-VASAL  CYLINDER  AND  SECONDARY  INCREASE 

IN  THICKNESS  OF  ROOTS. 

Material  Wanted. 

Root  of  the  Onion  {Allium  Cepa).  Fresh  (or  in  alcohol). 

Root  of  the  sweet  Flag  {Acoms  calamus).  Fi’esh  (or  in  alcohol). 

Root  of  h'is  florentlna.  Fresh  (or  in  alcohol). 

Adventitious  root  from  the  runner  of  Ranunculus  repens.  Fresh  (or 
in  alcohol). 

Roots  of  the  Yew  {Taxus  haccata),  from  in::li  thick  up  to  inch 
thick.  Fresh. 

With  the  structure  of  the  axial  fibre- vasal  cylinder  of  roots  ^ we 
will  first  make  ourselves  acquainted  upon  the  root  of  Allium  Cepa 
(the  garden  onion).  Abundant  material  for  investigation  can  be 
at  any  time  secured  by  allowing  the  onion  to  grow  in  wmter  in 
a hyacinth  glass.  Figure  63  shows  us  a cross-section  fjoin  the 
base  of  a strong  adventitious  root  thus  obtained.  The  epidermis 
and  the  very  thick  cortical  tissue  are  left  out  of  the  drawing,  but 
of  the  latter  we  see  the  cells  which  bound  the  axial  cylinder  as 
a “bundle-sheath,”  or  endodermis  (c).  The  endodermis,  or  bundle- 
sheath,  shows  a characteristic  dark  shading  upon  the  radial  walls 
of  its  component  cells.  This  shading  is  produced  by  the  wavy 
flexure  of  the  median  portion  of  the  walls.  Such  an  endodermis 
is  always  unilamellar.®  The  centre  of  the  fibro-vasal  cylinder 
is  occupied  in  this  instance  by  two  broad  scalariform  vessels 
(sc)  ; in  other  cases,  however,  either  only  one,  or  more  than  two, 
can  be  found.  If  the  root  is  not  old  enough,  the  central  and 
perhaps  also  the  adjoining  vessels  are  thin-walled  and  not  fully 
developed.  Adjoining  the  one  or  more  central  vessels  are  almost 
always  six  smaller  scalariform-vessels  (sc  *)  ; to  each  of  the  last 
succeed  a group  of  quite  narrow  spiral  and  annular  vessels 
(sp,  sp  + d).  The  size  of  the  vessels,  therefore,  diminishes  from 

within  outwards,  and  it  is  the  spiral  and  annular  vessels  which  lie 

* See  note  on  page  144.  L 
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outermost.  In  this  the  root  has  relations  opposed  to  those  in  the 
stem  ; a twisting  of  the  ligneous  (wood)  bundle  through  half  a 
circle  has  taken  place.  The  ligneous  portions  are  in  this  case 
united  into  a six-rayed  star,  and  the  axial  cylinder  is  therefore 
described  as  hexarch”  With  the  ligneous  portion  the  bast 
portions  (-y)  alternate.  This  last  relation  is  universal  for  the  axial 
fibro-vasal  cylinders  of  roots.  Wood  and  bast  are  separated  from 
one  another  by  a layer  of  parenchymatous  ground-tissue  cells. 
The  bast  portions  can  be  recognised  by  the  white  shining  walls  of 


Fig.  63. — Cross-eection  of  the  base  of  a strong  adventitious  root  of  Allium  Cepa.  c,  cortex; 
e,  endodermis ; p,  pericambium ; a,  annular  vessels ; ap,  spiral  vessels ; sc  and  so  •, 
scalariform  vessels ; v,  bast  ( x 210). 

their  cells ; they  consist  of  some  sieve-tubes  and  companion-cells, 
which  latter  are,  in  the  cross-section,  not  to  be  distinguished  with 
certainty  from  the  sieve-tubes.  From  the  endodermis  the  vessels 
and  the  bast  are  separated  by  a single  layer  of  cells,  the  pericam- 
bium  (p).  In  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  the  entire  cross-section 
is  dissolved,  with  the  exception  of  the  epidermis,  and  the  layer  of 
cells  impinging  thereon,  besides  the  endodermis  and  the  vessels. 
These  last  have  stained  a beautiful  yellow.  The  endodermis. 
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Avliich  during  the  action  of  the  sulphuric  acid  will  have  partially 
turned  over,  shows  the  middle  hand  in  the  radial  walls  beauti- 
fully undulated.  In  the  outermost  cortical  layer  also,  adjoining 
the  epidermis,  a similar  appearance  is,  however,  to  be  observed ; 
and  if  we  go  back  to  earlier  preparations,  we  shall  become  con- 
vinced that  there  also  the  radial  walls  show  a dark  shading.  The 
cells  in  question  are  also  firmly  united  together,  and  form,  there- 
fore, a kind  of  outer  endodeimis,  which  has  also  been  termed 
epidermoid  layer.  ^ The  longitudinal  section  shows  the  vessels 
with  the  thickenings  already  referi'ed  to  ; and  with  corallin  the 
sieve-plates  of  the  sieve-tubes  can  easily  be  made  visible  through 
their  staining  rose-red.  From  the  sieve-tubes  their  companion- 
cells  can  now  be  distinguished  by  their  abundant  contents  and  their 
smaller  length.  The  waviness  of  the  middle  band  of  the  radial 
walls  of  the  endodermis,  seen  in  surface  view,  shows  as  a ladder- 
like thickening.  The  pericambium  cells  have  the  same  form  as 
those  of  the  endodermis,  but  greater  length.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  inner  endodermis  (bundle  sheath)  takes  up  corallin  into  its 
cell-walls  comparatively  greedily,  while  the  outer  endodermis,  on  the 

other  hand,  is  prominent 
in  the  surrounding  tissue 
by  its  want  of  colour. 

The  root  of  Acoriis 
Calamus  [the  sweet  fl^ag, 
not  uncommon  by  the 
sides  of  streams  and 
ditches  in  the  eastern 
and  midland  counties, 
and  the  root  of  which  is 
used  in  perfumery}  will 
give  us  further  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of 
root-structure.  The 
cross-section  of  a piece 
of  a fully-developed  root 
(Fig.  o4)  shows  that  here 
the  fibro-vasal  rays  (5), 
i.e.,  the  ligneous  portion 
of  the  axial  cylinder,  are  not  combined  in  the  centre  of  the  cylinder. 
They  are  usually,  to  the  number  of  eight,  arranged  in  an  unbroken 
ring,  while  the  middle  is  occupied  by  a pith.  The  large  vessels 


Fxo.  64.— Cross-section  through  the  root  of  Acorus 
Calamus,  m,  pith  ; s,  wood ; v,  bast ; p,  pericam- 
bium ; e,  endodermis ; c,  cortex  ( x 90). 
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lie,  as  in  Allium,  towards  the  interior,  the  small  ones  towards  the 
periphery.  The  bast  {v)  alternates,  as  usual,  with  the  wood  rays. 
They  are  separated  laterally  by  a single  or  double  layer  of 
parenchymatous  ground-tissue  cells,  and  outAvardly  are  separated 
from  the  endodermis  by  a unilamellar  pericambium  (p).  The 
endodermis  consists  of  flattened,  thin-walled  cells.  The  endodermis, 
the  pericambium,  and  all  the  other  ground-tissue  cells  in  the  axial 
cylinder,  are  usually  closely  filled  with  starch;  thereby  the  bast- 
portions,  from  containing  no  starch,  show  up  specially  clearly  in 
the  figure.  The  cells  of  the  inner  cortex  are  separated  into 
unilamellar  layers  by  numerous  air  canals.  In  the  periphery 
the  cortical  cells  are  crowded  together  into  a firm,  strong,  multi- 
lamellar  sheath.  The  outermost,  hypodermal  cortical  layer 
consists  of  radially  elongated  cells,  and  here,  as  in  other  roots, 
forms  an  outer  endodermis,  which  persists,  whilst  the  epidermis 
itself  dies  and  is  destroyed.  If  potash  solution  is  run  in,  the 
starch  disappears  out  of  the  cells,  and  the  existence  of  dark 
shadings  on  the  radial  walls  of  the  endodermis  can  be  clearly 
determined.  On  the  inner  endodermis,  as  treatment  with  sul- 
phuric acid  shows,  only  the  band  which  forms  the  shadings  is 
cuticularized,  while  of  the  outer  endodermis  the  whole  cell-wall 
is.  The  cells  of  the  outer  endodermis  contain  resin.  This 
endodermis  has  a mechanical  significance  ; it  serves  here  for  the 
protection  of  the  surface,  and  of  the  axial  fibro-vasal  cylinder. 
Through  the  cuticularization  they  have  acquired  a diminished 
extensibility  and  an  increased  solidity.  In  order,  however,  that 
the  passage  of  fluids  between  the  axial  fibro-vasal  cylinder  and 
the  cortex  may  remain  possible,  the  inner  epidermis  is  especially 
cuticularized  only  on  the  radial  walls.  ^ 

A cross-section  through  the  root  of  Iris  florerdina  shows  in  its 
axial  fibro-vasal  cylinder  the  greatest  resemblance  to  Acorus,  but 
in  it,  on  the  other  hand,  the  endodermis  is  differently  constructed 
(Fig.  55).  The  cells  themselves  (e)  are  unilaterally  thickened, 
always  on  their  side  towards  the  interior,  into  the  form  of  the 
letter  U,  and  the  thickening  mass  is  beautifully  stratified.  At 
isolated  points  an  unthickened  cell  occurs,  and  it  can  be  determined 
that,  whenever  present,  such  a cell  (/)  always  lies  in  front  of 
a ray  of  the  wood.  These  cells  have  been  called  “ passage  cells.” 
They  are  permeable,  and  maintain  the  union  with  the  surrounding 
cortex  (c).  In  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  the  thickening  layers 
of  the  endodermis  swell  and  are  dissolved ; only  the  cuticularized 
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middle  lamellae,  forming  a delicate  layer  around  the  endodermis 
cells  and  also  around  the  passage  cells,  remain.  Similarly,  the 

middle  lamellae  between  the 
^ ^ vessels  and  in  the  pith  are  not 

dissolved,  and  form  a delicate, 
brownish-yellow  network.  A 
tangential  longitudinal  section, 
which  skirts  the  endodermis, 
shows  us  that  the  longitudinal 
stripe  of  this  endodermis  Avhich 
lies  outside  the  wood  portions 
consists  of  an  alternation  of  long 
thickened  cells  and  of  short, 
unthickened  passage-cells,  with 
abundant  cell-contents.  Here 
and  there  two  such  passage- 
cells  follow  one  another. 

The  roots  of  the  dicotyledons 
are  less  favourable  for  study 
than  those  of  monocotyledons. 
After  we  have  obtained  an  in- 
sight into  these  latter,  it  will  not,  however,  be  difficult  correctly  to 
interpret  the  former.  We  first  prepare  a cross-section  from  the 
base  of  a strong  adventitious  root  of  the  runner  of  EanuncAihis 


Fig.  55. — Part  of  a cross-section  throup^h 
the  root  of  Iris  Jlorcntina.  e,  endodermis  ; 
p,  pericambium  ; /,  passage-cells ; u,  bast ; 
s,  vessel  in  the  wood  ; c,  cortex  ( x 240). 


repens  [the  creeping  buttercup, ’abundant  everywhere  by  roadsides 
and  in  pastures].  The  axial  fibro-vasal  cylinder  does  not  appear  so 
sharply  defined  towards  the  cortical  tissue  as  it  is  in  monocotyle- 
dons. With  careful  observation,  however,  we  find  here  also,  at  the 
boundary  of  both,  the  endodermis  marked  with  its  dark  shadoAvs. 
According  to  the  strength  of  the  root,  the  wood  in  the  axial 
cylinder  is  in  four  or  five  rays ; the  great  vessels  here  also  lie 
towards  the  interior,  the  small  ones  outAvardly.  In  monocotyledons 
the  innermost  vessel  is  often  distinguished  by  its  special  size ; in 
dicotyledons  this  is  seldom  the  case,  and  is  not  to  be  observed  in 
Ixmiunculus.  The  wood  rays  in  Ranunculus  reach  the  centre  of  the 
cylinder,  and  here  amalgamate  more  or  less  completely  with  one 
another.*  Yet,  if  at  all,  the  innermost  vessels  are  only  completely 
formed  quite  late,  and  remain  mostly  in  the  form  of  thin- Availed, 


* In  the  adventitious  roots  upon  the  rhizome  of  U.  rcpcns,  according  to  de  Bary,  Com- 
parative Anat.  (Eng.  trans.,  p.  355-6,  and  Fig.  K5),  the  axis  of  the  cylinder  is  occupied  by 
one  large  vessel  or  pitted  duct.  [Ed.] 
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elongated  cells.  The  bast  bundles  alternate  with  those  of  the 
■wood  in  the  customary  way. 

The  roots  of  the  vascular  cryptogams  are  simi^ler,  but  are  con- 
structed on  the  same  type  as  are  those  of  the  phanerogams. 

The  processes  which  lead  to  the  secondary  increase  in  thickness 
of  those  roots  of  Dicotyledons  and  Gymnosperms  which  are  capable 
of  it,  we  will  follow  out  in  Taxus  baccata  (the  Yew).  For  this 
purpose  we  procure  a piece  of  root  with  young  uninjured  branch- 
lets.  We  take  a cross  section  through  a root  about  -f-  inch  from 
the  tip.  The  surface  of  it  is  composed  of  a parenchymatous 
cortex  at  least  ten  cells  thick.  The  outermost  cell-layer  of  the 
cortex  is  not  sharply  limited,  as  a true  epidermis  is  wanting.  The 
centre  of  the  section  is  occupied  by  the  axial  fibro-vasal  cylinder. 
This  is  surrounded  by  an  endodermis.  This  consists  of  flattened, 
thin-walled,*  corky  cells,  whose  walls  are  brown,  and  whose 
diameter  is  manifestly  like  that  of  the  cortical  cells.  These  cells 
show,  on  the  radial  walls,  the  characteristic  dark  shadings.  Around 
the  endodermis  is  developed  a “ strengthening  layer,”  likewise 
unilamellar-;  its  cells  have  the  width  of  the  other  cortical  cells, 
but  are,  however,  distinguished  in  their  radial  walls  by  a thick, 
shining,  yellow  ring.  These  annular  thickenings  correspond  in 
adjoining  cells,  and  therefore  give  in  cross-section  the  figure  of  a 
bi-convex  lens.  The  axial  fibro-vasal  cylinder  shows  a diametrically- 
placed,  diarch,  ligneous  body.  At  the  opposite  ends  of  this  stand 
the  narrow,  dark-looking  spiral  vessels.  Further  inwards  from 
these  extends  a band  of  the  tracheides,  with  bordered  pits,  of  the 
kind  characteristic  of  Coniferse.  They  can  be  readily  recognised 
by  their  clear  yellow,  strongly-thickened  walls.  The  tracheides, 
extending  inwards  from  the  two  groups  of  spiral  vessels,  are 
amalgamated  firmly  together  into  a single  straight  plate  in  the 
midst  of  the  fibro-vasal  cylinder.  On  each  side  of  the  tracheides 
lies  a,  in  the  main,  two-layered  band  of  ground-tissue  cells,  with 
narrow  cavities,  thin  walls,  and  containing  starch.  To  these 
adjoin  the  still  smaller-eelled  tissue  of  the  thin-walled  bast. 
Finally,  we  find  on  the  other  side  of  this  last  a sheath,  about  four 
layers  thick,  of  larger  starch-containing  cells.  These  last  cells 
close  together  into  a complete  circle,  which,  against  the  spiral 
vessels,  appears  greatly  reduced;  this  represents  the  pericambium. 

* The  unthickened  walls  of  the  endodermis  cells  of  most  dicotyledonous  roots  stand  in 
manifest  relations  with  the  general  power  oi  increase  in  thickness  of  their  axial  fibro-vasal 
cylinder.  [Ed.1 
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Now  examine  a cross-section  at  about  1 inch  from  the  tip,  and 
we  shall  see  that  on  both  sides  of  the  plate  of  tracheides  the  layer 
of  the  ground-tissue,  impinging  on  the  bast  elements,  has  com- 
menced to  divide.  It  is  converted  into  a streak  of  cambium,  which 
henceforth  cuts  oft  internally  tracheides,  externally  bast,  and  on 
both  sides  medullary  rays.  We  will  take  a view  of  the  further 
activity  of  this  strip  of  cambium  further  from  the  tip,  and  at  the 
same  time  inform  ourselves  as  to  the  subjoined  Figure,  56.  The 


Fig.  56. — Cross-section  of  a root  of  Taxus  baccala,  aUcr  the  commencement  of  its  increase 
in  thickness,  c,  cortex;  m,  strengthening  layer,;  e,  endodermis,  or  bundle-sheath;  p, 
pericambium ; s,  spiral  vessels;  t',  primary  band  of  tracheides ; /,  bands  of  ground-tissue  ; 
t",  secondary  tracheides  with  medullary  rays;  v",  secondary  bast;  v',  crushed  primary 
bast ; k,  cells  in  the  secondary  bast  with  crystals  in  their  walls ; r,  resin-containing  cells 
in  the  pericambium  (x  42). 

cross-section  shows  first  the  relations  already  known  to  us;  the 
cortex  (c),  which,  however,  has  lost  the  hairs  from  its  outermost 
layer  of  cells;  the  outer  strengthening  layer  (m),  the  endodermis 
(e),  and  the  axial  cylinder.  The  outermost  cell-layer  of  the 
pericambium  has  in  the  meantime  begun  to  divide  by  tangential 
walls,  and  changed  into  a still  thin  periderm.  On  both  sides  of 
the  plate  of  tracheides  (t')  we  see  the  inner  inactive  layer  of  the 
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ground- tissue  (/),  the  so-called  “connective  tissue”;  further  on 
the  newly-formed  and  radially-arranged  tracheides  (t"),  with 
numerous  interpolated  medullary  rays.  It  is  easier  to  obtain 
information  as  to  these  relations  if  a little  potash  solution  is  added 
to  the  preparation.  The  vessels  (s)  at  the  ends  of  the  central 
plate  stand  out  clearly,  with  dark  outline.  The  central  plate  of 
tracheides  {t'),  as  well  as  the  secondary  tracheides  formed  by  the 
cambium  (t"),  are  stained  a beautiful  yellow  ; the  connective  tissue 
remains  white.  The  wood  bands,  secondarily  developed,  have  a 
plano-convex  outline ; at  their  ends  they  run  out  into  points,  but 
do  not  as  yet  join  outside  the  vessels.  At  the  outer  margin  of  the 
ligneous  body  we  find  the  cambium,  and  outside  that  the  secondary 
bast  (v"),  which  after  the  action  of  potash  appears  white,  but  in 
which,  however,  single  cells  (k)  appear  black.  These  are  the  cells^ 
in  the  walls  of  which  crystals  of  oxalate  of  lime  have  become 
embedded.  The  primary  bundles  of  bast  (v)  are  found  crushed 
on  the  outer  side  of  that  which  is  secondarily  produced.  In  the 
pericambium,  after  potash,  far  more  clearly  than  before,  single 
indefinite  cells  show  up  by  their  yellow-brown  contents  ; they 
contain  resin.  The  cork-layer,  developed  from  the  outermost 
pericambium  layer,  is  coloured  yellowish-green  by  the  potash,  the 
thickening  rings  of  the  strengthening  layer  a bright  yellow.  The 
endodermis  is  crushed  by  the  cork-layer. 

We  will  still  further  examine  the  cross-section  through  a root 
about  3^2  inch  thick,  which  has  already  cast  off  its  cortex,  and 
shows  a dark-brown  surface.  The  cross-section  shows  us  a com- 
pletely closed  woody  body,  and  the  figure  of  it  would  not  be 
distinguishable  from  that  of  a cross-section  of  a stem  of  similar 
thickness,  were  it  not  that  the  place  of  the  pith  is  occupied  by  the 
primary  plate  of  tracheides.  The  vessels  at  the  edge  of  this  plate 
are  now  difficult  to  recognise.  The  plate  is  enclosed  in  the  starch- 
containing  connective  tissue,  which  here  compensates  in  a way  for 
the  medullary  sheath,  and  into  which  the  oldest  medullary  raj^s 
open.  The  two  ligneous  bodies  have  joined  in  front  of  the  groups 
of  vessels,  and  the  medullary  rays  at  these  places  are  hardly  longer 
noticeable  for  their  special  width.  The  surface  consists  of  the 
annular,  closed  cork-sheath,  produced  by  the  outermost  layer  of 
pericambium.  The  secondary  bark  consists  of  the  secondary  bast 
and  the  elongated  medullary  rays  ; the  tissue  here  representing  the 
primary  cortex  is  formed  from  the  enlarged  and  pailially  multi- 
plied cells  of  the  pericambium,  filled  thickly  with  starch. 
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Longitudinal  sections  through  these  roots  are  of  interest  in  so 
far  that  we  first  with  the  aid  of  such  determine  that  the  central 
plate  of  trache'ides  consists  of  just  the  same  elements  as  the 
secondary  wood.  We  again  find  the  sj)iral  vessels  at  the  edges 
of  this  plate,  and  determine  that  the  cells  of  the  endodermis  have 
only  small  height,  while  those  of  the  strengthening  layer  are  far 
larger,  and  even  surpass  in  height  the  contiguous  cells  of  the 
cortex.  With  corallin  the  trache’ides  stain,  alike  in  cross  and 
longitudinal  sections,  a beautiful  corallin-red,  and  the  sieve-plates 
stand  out  in  the  primary  and  secondary  bast.  The  rings  of  the 
strengthening  layer  also  eagerly  take  up  corallin. 

Dicotyledonous  roots,  as  a rule,  have  stellately  arranged  wood 
portions,  instead  of  the  two  only  which  are  present  in  the  Yew. 
In  all  which  thicken  the  same  essential  plan  is,  however,  carried 
out ; streaks  of  cambium  appear  on  the  external  side  of  the  wood 
opposite  to  each  portion  of  bast ; gradually  the  cambium  streaks 
extend  and  join  into  a ring  which  encloses  all  the  primary  wood 
and  excludes  all  the  primary  bast,  and  forms  wood  internally,  bast 
externally,  and  medullary  rays  on  both  sides.  In  some  cases  the 
medullary  rays  formed  opposite  to  the  primary  bundles  of  wood 
remain  far  broader  than  the  others,  and  the  ligneous  mass  con- 
tinues to  be  rayed,  the  broadening  rays,  however,  being  alternate 
to  the  original  rajs  of  wood  ; but  as  a rule  these  medullary  rays 
are  not  distinguishable  from  the  others,  and  the  wood  is  formed  in 
rings,  with  the  cambium,  and  outside  that  bast,  just  as  it  is  in  the 
diarch  fibro- vasal  cylinder  of  the  root  of  the  Yew. 


NOTES  ON  CHAPTEE  XII. 

^ De  Bary,  Comparative  Aval.  (Eng.  trans.),  p.  851;  there  find  the  older 
literature ; Olivier,  Ann.  des  Sc.  Nat.  Botaniqiie,  Ser.  VI.,  Bd.  XI.,  p.  5,  etc. 

■“  Compare  v.  Hohnel,  Stzbr.  d.  kais.  Akad.  d.  Wissensch.  in  Wien,  math, 
natiirwiss.  Cl.  Bd.  LXXVI.,  I.  Abth.  1877,  p.  642  ; Olivier,  l.c,  [This  is 
called  the  “ suberose  layer,”  by  Van  Tieghem,  Traite  de  Botanique,  p.  686.  The 
“ pericambium,”  in  reference  to  one  of  its  usual  functions,  has  been  st}>led  the 
“ rhizogenic  layer.”] 

3 Schwendener,  Abh.  d.  kgl.  Akad.  d.  Wiss.  in  Berlin,  1882.  Die  Schutz- 
scheiden  vnd  Hire  Verstdrkungen. 

^ Compare  herewith  Schwendener,  as  above,  p.  13. 


[Note  to  page  136.] 

® In  old  roots  the  endodermic  cells  are  tbichened  on  their  inner  and  radial 
Willis  in  U-form,  and  these  thickening  layers  disguise  the  original  structure  of 
the  radial  walls. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

THE  VASCULAR  BUNDLE  OF  THE  FERNS  AND  LYCOPODIACE^ 

[CLUB-MOSSES]. 

Material  Wanted. 

Leaf-stalks  (base  of)  of  the  Bracken  fern  {Pteris  aqiiilina).  Fresh,  or 
in  alcohol. 

Leaf-stalks  of  the  Polypody  fern  {Pohjpodiwn  vulgare).  Fresh,  or  in 
alcohol. 

Leaf-stalks  of  the  Hart’s  tongue  fern  {Scolopendriam  vulgare).  Fresh, 
or  in  alcohol. 

Stems  of  Club-moss  {Lycopodium , sp.).  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

We  will  now  make  ourselves  acquainted  with  the  structure  of 
the  vascular  bundle  in  the  stem  and  leaves  of  the  Ferns.  The 
vascular  bundles  are  here  constructed  concentrically,  whereby  the 
wood  is  completely,  or  almost  completely,  invested  by  the  bast. 
As  object  of  investigation  we  select  Pteris  aquilina  [the  well- 
known  Bracken  fern].  The  relations  of  the  vascular  bundles 
are  here  the  easiest  to  master,  although  the  object,  on  account  of 
the  numerous  sclerenchyma  fibres  in  the  ground- tissue,  is  not 
exactly  a good  one  for  preparation.  It  is  best  to  cut  the  rhizome 
close  behind  its  growing  end,  or  the  leaf- stalk  \_rachis~\  of  a leaf 
that  is  still  young.  In  such  sections  the  vascular  bundle  will 
be  found  already  fully  developed,  while  the  characteristic  thicken- 
ing of  the  ground- tissue  is  still  Avanting.  The  structure  of  the 
vascular  bundle  is  the  same  in  rhizome  as  in  leaf-stalk,  and 
should  serve  to  illustrate  the  accompanying  figure,  57,  Avhich 
shows  us  the  cross-section  of  a vascular  bundle  from  the  base 
of  a leaf-stalk.  On  account  of  the  space  which  they  occupy,  a 
small  bundle  has  had  to  be  selected  for  representation  ; still,  all 
the  elements  entering  into  its  composition  can  be  sufficiently 
well  represented  in  the  figure.  The  first  things  to  strike  the 
eye  are  the  great  scalariforin  vessels ; but  the  lesser  Amssels  are 
thickened  in  the  same  way,  and  only  the  small  protoxylem 
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elements,  placed  somewhat  laterally  to  these  smaller  vessels,  and 
on  the  concave  side,  show  a spiral  thickening.  Where  the 
vessels  are  not  in  contact,  they  are  bounded  by  flattened  starch- 
containing  cells  (Ip),  w^hich,  here  also,  we  can  designate  wood- 
parenchyma.^  Vessels  and  wood-parenchyma  together  form  the 
wood,  which  is  almost  enclosed  by  the  bast.  The  elements  of  the 
bast  bounding  the  wood  are  the  sieve-tubes  (■u),  and  to  these 


Fig.  57.— Cross-section,  through -a  vascular  bundle  from  the  leaf-stalk  of  Pleris  aquilina, 
sc,  scalariform  vessels;  sp,  small  scalariform  (often  mistaken  for  spiral)  vessels;  in  the 
scalariform  vessel  so*,  a piece  of  a ladder-like  wall  is  broken  through ; Ip,  wood-parenchyma ; 
V,  sieve-tubes;  s,  phloem  cells;  pr,  protophloem;  pp,  periphloem  [bast-sheath];  e,  endo- 
dermis  [bundle  sheath]  (x  240). 

[N.B.— The  true  spiral  vessels,  or  protoxylem,  are  immediately  upon  the  concave  side  of 
the  quadrant  band  of  small  scala,riform  vessels  situated  above  the  sp  and  sc  towards  the 
left  hand  side  of  the  above  figure.  The  larger  bundles  would  have  two  such  protoxylem 
groups,  situated  symmetrically  about  one-quarter  from  either  end  (edge)  of  the  bundle.] 

follow  externally  narrower  protophloem  elements.  These  latter 
elements  are  rich  in  protoplasmic  contents,  which,  as  iodine  proves, 
are  usually  wanting  in  starch.  Isolated  protophloem  elements 
are  likewise  found  scattered  amongst  the  sieve-tubes,  and  bring 
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about  a connection  with  the  somewhat  similar  wood-parenchyma 
cells.  The  periphery  of  the  bast  shows  a layer  of  still  narrower, 
thick- walled,  protophloem  elements  (pr).  The  bast  is  surrounded 
by  a simple  layer,  thickly  filled  with  starch  (pp),  which  in  its 
position,  but  not  in  its  origin,  shows  resemblance  with  the  peri- 
cambium,  and  may  be  called  periphloem.  This  layer  is  also  known 
as  the  bast- sheath.  This  sheath  is  surrounded  by  the  thin  walled, 
but  starch-free  and  corky  endodermis  (e),  which  shows  the  dark 
shadings  on  the  radial  walls.  The  cells  of  the  periphloem  [bast- 
sheath]  and  endodermis  correspond  with  one  another,  and  point 
to  a common  origin  out  of  the  same  mother  cells.  The  wood  is 
bounded  at  its  two  edges,  first  by  its  covering  layer  of  wood- 
parenchyma,  and  then  directly  by  the  elements  of  the  periphloem 
or  the  protophloem.  At  these  two  places,  therefore,  the  bast  is 
either  completely,  or  almost  completely,  interrupted,  while  such 
an  interruption  can,  however,  be  wanting  in  other  ferns.  The 
walls  of  the  endodermic  cells  are  very  commonly  torn  in  cutting, 
whereby  the  vascular  bundle  is  separated  from  the  ground- 
tissue.  The  cells  of  the  ground- tissue  bordering  on  the  endo- 
dermis are  strongly  thickened  here  and  there,  and  then  coloured 
yellow-brown.  The  cross-section  through  the  rhizome  shows, 
under  the  deep-brown  epidermis,  a brown  and  cutinized  paren- 
chymatous tissue,  which  further  towards  the  interior  is  colour- 
less and  full  of  starch.  This  starch-containing  ground-tissue 
is  traversed  by  the  fibro-vasal  bundles,  and  by  reddish-brown 
sclerenchyma-fibres.  These  latter  form  bands  between,  and  run- 
ning more  or  less  parallel  to,  the  vascular  bundles.  The  vas- 
cular bundles  lying  towards  the  periphery  are  sujDported  on 
their  outer  side,  immediately  adjoining  the  endodermis,  by  similar 
sclerenchyma-fibres,  which  here  represent  the  mechanical  tissue* 
In  the  interior  of  the  leaf-stalk  the  relations  are  similar;  but 
here  there  is,  in  addition,  a hypodermal  ring  of  reddish-brown 
sclerenchyma-fibres,  which  underlies  the  epidermis.  The  longi- 
tudinal section  through  the  rhizome,  or  the  leaf-stalk,  shows  most 
prominently  the  scalariform  vessels.  The  end  walls  of  these  are 
sharply  inclined,  with  ladder-like  bordered  pits,  partially  broken 
through.^  On  the  side-walls,  separating  the  two  vessels,  it  is  now 
easy  to  determine  that  the  horizontally  elongated  pits  are  bordered 
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on  both  sides  (the  closing  membrane  possesses  a thickened  torus). 
On  the  wall  of  those  vessels  which  adjoin  a wood-parenchyma  cell 
the  border  is  on  the  other  hand,  only  unilaterally  developed,  on  the 
side  towards  the  vessel  (the  closing  membrane  has  no  torus).  The 
longitudinal  section  may  also  have  cut  through  one  or  the  other  of 
the  spiral  vessels,  and  the  sieve-plates  of  the  sieve-tubes  may  also, 
but  only  with  most  careful  examination,  be  disclosed.  We  can 
make  the  latter  somewhat  clearer  with  the  aid  of  corallin,  and 
determine  that  the  terminal  sieve-plates  are  sharply  inclined  and 
divided  by  thickened  bands  into  numerous  areas.  Besides  these, 
the  lateral  walls  of  the  tube  also  bear  roundish  sieve-pits.  Near 
the  sieve-tubes  can  be  recognised  the  narrow  protophloem-cells 
with  finely  granular  contents  and  nucleus ; in  contact  with  the 
vessels,  the  starch-containing,  comparatively  short,  wood- paren- 
chyma cells.  Like  to  these  last  are  shaped  the  starch-containing 
cells  of  the  periphloem  (bast-sheath).  The  red-brown,  long,  pointed 
sclerenchyma-fibres  of  the  ground-tissue  show  fine  pores  in  their 
walls. 

Comparatively  more  complicated  appears  the  axial  vascular 
cylinder  of  the  species  of  Lycopodium  [club-mosses].  The  rela- 
tions, however,  of  this  will  no  longer  appear  so  difficult  to  under- 
stand if  we  study  the  resemblance  of  its  separate  parts  to  the 
vascular  bundles  of  the  fern.  In  Lycopodium  we  have,  in  fact,  to 
do  with  a combination  of  numerous  vascular  bundles,  like  to  these, 
into  an  axial  vascular  cylinder.  For  investigation,  we  select  Lyco- 
podium complanatum  ; but  another  species  will  serve  equally  well, 
since  in  all  species  of  Lycopodium  the  relations  in  question  recur 
with  unimportant  deviations.  We  somewhat  lighten  our  task  by 
colouring  the  cross-section  at  the  same  time  with  w^atery  safranin 
solution.  The  accompanying  sketch  (Fig.  58)  will  serve,  however, 
to  give  some  information.  We  find  in  the  cross-section  of  Lyco- 
podium complanatum  most  externally  the  epidermis  (ep) ; then  the 
cortical  cells,  w'hich  first  have  wide  cavities,  but  further  towards 
the  interior  diminish  in  width  and  increase  in  thickness,  and  so 
form  a firm  sclerenchymatous  sheath,  which  we  will  distinguish  as 
the  outer  sheath  (ye).  These  strongly-thickened  cortical  elements, 
moreover,  leave  between  them  small  intercellular  spaces  filled  with 
air.  The  outer  cortical  cells  have  stained  more  cherry-red  with  the 
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saf ranin ; the  inner,  strongly-thickened  ones,  more  rose-red.  The 
thickened  elements  of  the  cortex  cease  suddenly,  and  there  succeed 
two  or  three  layers  of  polygonal  cells,  elongated  somewhat  tangen- 
tially, and  united  without  gaps,  which  are  coloured  cherry-red. 
These  cells  have  here  the  position  of  the  endodermis,  but  they  are 
present  in  several  layers,  without  the  undulated  band  or  the 
characteristic  thickening.  On  the  other  hand,  like  the  cells  of  the 
endodermis,  they  are  cuticularized,  and  withstand  suliDhuric  acid 
well.  We  will  designate  this  sheath,  therefore,  as  the  inner  sheath 
(^vi) . F urther  in  follow  several  layers  of  equally  wide  navitied  cells, 

VI 


Fig.  58,— Cross-section  through  the  stem  of  Lycopodhim  complanatum.  ep,  epidermis; 
ve,  outer  sheath;  vi,  inner  sheath;  pp,  periphloem;  sc,  scalariform  vessels;  sp,  annular 
and  spiral  vessels;  v,  bast  (x  26). 

of  like  diameter  with  one  another  in  the  cross-section,  often  contain- 
ing starch,  and  with  walls  white  and  shining,  as  if  swollen.  With 
shorter  action,  these  are  not  stained  ; with  longer,  they  are  orange- 
red.  These  cells  are  here  found  in  the  position  of  the  pericam- 
bium,  and  may  therefore,  as  in  the  ferns,  be  called  periphloem 
(pp).  We  now  notice  the  xylem  bands  stained  beautifully  cherry- 
red.  They  consist  of  broad  scalariform  vessels  (sc)  in  immediate 
contact  with  one  another,  i.e.,  without  intermediate  cells,  and,  at 
the  narrow  edges,  of  protoxylem  elements,  i.e.,  of  narrow  cavitied 
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annular  and  spiral  vessels  (sp).  The  ligneous  bands  in  Lycopo- 
dium complanatum  run  across  the  cylinder,  and  more  or  less 
parallel  to  one  another.  They  are  somewhat  concave  on  one  side, 
on  the  other  correspondingly  convex  ; and  we  can  determine,  if  we 
take  note  of  the  natural  position  of  the  rising  stem  towards  the 
earth,  that  the  bands  appear  parallel  to  the  surface  of  the  earth, 
and  always  with  the  concave  side  turned  upwards.  The  small 
vascular  bundles  of  the  leaves,  after  they  have  entered  into  the 
central  cylinder,  join  on  to  the  spiral- vessel  group  of  a ligneous 
band,  just  as  in  the  ferns.  The  ligneous  bands  not  infrequently 
anastomose,  an  example  of  which  can  be  seen  in  the  lower  bands 
of  the  sketch  (Fig.  58).  In  the  erect  stems  of  Lycopodium  Selago 
the  whole  of  the  ligneous  bands  are  combined,  and  form  a star. 
The  ligneous  bands  are  surrounded  by  a single  layer  of  thin- 
walled,  narrow-cavitied  cells,  which  we,  as  in  the  ferns,  can  desig- 
nate wood-parenchyma  cells.  At  the  edges  they  pass,  with  their 
protoxylem  elements  and  wood-parenchyma  cells,  out  to  the  tissue 
of  the  periphloem.  Between  the  bands  formed  by  the  wood  lie 
cells  with  white,  strongly  refractive  walls ; they  have  narrow 
cavities,  only  a middle  row  is  distinguished  by  somewhat  broader 
cavities.  These  bands  of  tissue  separating  the  portions  of  wood 
form  the  bast;  the  larger  elements  in  this  latter  are  the  sieve- 
tubes  (v).  In  specially  favourable  cases  of  staining,  the  walls  of 
the  sieve-tubes  are  rose-red,  while  the  other  elements  of  the  bast 
remain  colourless.  At  the  edges  of  these  bands  of  sieve-tubes 
the  protophloem  elements  are  distinguished  by  the  narrowness 
of  their  cavities.  With  these  protophloem  elements  the  sieve-tubes 
reach  the  periphloem,  the  considerably  larger  cells  of  which  show 
up  clearly  against  the  wood  and  bast.  At  the  inner  limits  of  the 
periphloem,  the  inner  part  of  the  vascular  cylinder,  consisting 
of  the  wood  and  bast,  can  be  easily  broken  away  in  cutting  the 
sections. — The  longitudinal  sections  show  ns  : most  externally,  the 
epidermis;  then,  the  broad  cortical  cells  running  obliquely  towards 
it ; further,  the  sclerenchyma  fibres  of  the  outer  sheath  ; after  this, 
the  inner  sheath  of  elongated  parenchyma ; the  periphloem  with 
white,  thicker  walls,  and  cross- walls  situated  obliquely ; the 
scalariform  vessels,  and  the  narrow,  in  part  very  greatly  stretched, 
annular  and  spiral  vessels;  finally,  also,  the  elements  of  the  bast. 
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The  inner  of  these,  recognisable  by  their  length,  somewhat  greater 
breadth,  and  their  poverty  in  contents,  are  sieve-tnbes.  The  far 
shorter,  narrow,  and  much  richer  protophloem  cells  are  distin- 
guished by  their  shining  granular  contents.  With  the  aid  of 
corallin  and  aniline  blue  it  is  possible,  but  very  difficult,  to  recog- 
nise the  comparatively  small,  inclined  sieve-plates. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  XIII. 

['  The  wood-parenehyma  of  the  vascular  bundle  of  Ferns  is  very  generally 
designated  “packing  cells.”] 

2 Compare  also  De  Bary,  C omparative  Anatomy  (Engl,  translation),  p.  170. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

cokk;lenticels;  the  fall  of  leaves. 

Material  Wanted. 

Twigs  of  the  Elder  {Sambucits  nigra)  about  ^ in.  thick;  ditto  about 
^ in.  thick.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  Pretty  old  twigs  of  the  Laburnum 
{Cytisus  Laburnum).  Fresh.  Fine  bottle  cork. 

Pretty  old  twigs  of  the  Red  Currant  {Bibes  rubrum).  Fresh.  Base  of 
leaf -stalks,  with  piece  of  twig  attached,  of  the  Horse-Chestnut 
{^sculus  Hippocastanum).  In  autumn.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  Or 
the  same  of  the  Kentucky  Coffee-tree  {Gymnocladus  canadensis), 
the  Bastard  Acacia  {Bobinia  Pseudo- Acacia) , or  one  of  the  Poplars 
{Populus  dilafata). 

Strong  leaves  of  Gymnocladus  canadensis,  or  Ailanthus  glandulosa. 
Fresh.  Or  of  the  Ash  {Fraxinus  excelsior)  or  the  Walnut  {Juglans 
regia). 

We  have  already,  upon  various  objects,  had  the  opportunity  of 
making  ourselves  acquainted  with  the  position  and  structure  of 
cork.  None  the  less  will  we  once  again  turn  our  attention  to  this 
object,  in  order  to  study  on  the  one  hand  the  Lenticels,  and  on  the 
other  hand  the  structure  and  reactions  of  the  wall  of  cork  cells. ^ 

Cross-sections  through  a twig,  about  J inch  thick,  of  Sambucus 
nigra  (the  Elder)  show  us  around  the  large-celled  pith  the  sepa- 
rate fibro-vasal  bundles  already  bound  into  a ring  by  the  interfas- 
cicular cambium.  The  cambium  ring  has  also  already  commenced 
its  activity,  and  in  the  fibro-vasal  bundles,  as  well  as  also  between 
them,  has  formed  in  the  usual  fashion,  inwardly  secondary  wood, 
outwardly  secondary  bast.  The  primary  bast  appears  out- 
wardly supported  by  sclerenchyma  fibres.  The  cortex  is 
from  ten  to  fifteen  cells  thick.  The  projecting  ridges  of  the 
stem  exhibit  a strong  hypodermal  sheath  of  collenchyma,  which 
in  the  grooves  is  reduced  to  a layer  two  or  three  cells  thick. 
Under  the  stomata  the  collenchyma-sheath  is  interrupted  by 
the  green  cortical  parenchyma,  which  here  extends  to  the 
epidermis.  In  parts  of  the  stem  about  inch  thick  the  for- 

* Many  rapidly- growing  stems  show  the  development  of  cork  with  remarkable  ‘ 
beauty.  One  of  the  best  for  this  purpose  is  Hibiscus  rosa-sinensis,  a very  com- 
monly cultivated  hot-house  perennial.  Fresh  or  in  alcohol. 
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mation  of  cork-layer  commences,  always  by  tangential  division 
of  the  outermost  collenchyma-cells  immediately  bordering  on  the 
epidermis.  The  inner  of 
the  sister-cells  thus  pro- 
duced again  divides,  and  it 
is  then  the  middle  cell  of 
the  three  radially-dis]30sed 
cells,  which  further  acts  as 
a cork- cambium  cell.  This 
is  easy  to  recognise,  even 
after  the  periderm  has  be- 
come multilamellar  (Fig. 

59,  pK).  Outermost  in  each 
radial  row  lies  the  outer, 
while  innermost  lies  the 
inner  portion  of  the  original 
collenchyma  cell  {cl)  ; the 
flattened  cell  {ph),  bounding 
the  inner  portion  externally, 
is  the  cork -cambium  or 
phellogeii-cell.“  In  fortunate 
cross-sections  we  can,  more- 
over, determine  that  the  for- 
mation of  a connected  cork-layer  is  preceded  by  a peculiar  process, 
which  commences  under  the  stomata.  The  primary  cortical  cells 
which  surround  the  air-chamber  commence  to  divide,  and  the 
divisions  encroach  laterally  upon  the  surrounding  collenchyma 
cells.  Soon  is  formed  under  the  stoma  a layer  of  dividing  cells  in 
the  form  of  a meniscus  (Fig.  60,  pi),  which  produces  externally 
colourless  cells,  which  become  rounded  {1),  and  internally  cork- 
cells,  or  Phellem  {pd).  The  outer  cells  are  distinguished  as 
packing-cells.*  They  become  brown, but  not  corky;  and  moreover, 
as  they  increase  in  number,  they  soon  cause  such  a pressure  on  the 
epidermis  that  this  is  torn  into  fissures.  In  this  way  is  produced 
the  cortical  pore,  or  lenticel.  If  a twig  is  examined  with  the 
naked  eye,  the  lenticels  appear  as  grooves,  surrounded  by  two 
lip-like  cushions.  The  brown  colour  of  the  packing-cells  is 
specially  noticeable.  On  younger  parts  of  the  stem  the  lenticels 
appear  as  oval,  somewhat  projecting  spots.  Still  younger  stages 

* See  note  on  pnge  159. 

* Fiillzellen,  translated  by  Bower  & Scott  (De  Bary,  Comp.  Anat.),  as  “ com- 
plementary cells.”  [Ed.] 


Fig.  59.— Cross-section  through  the  surface  of  a 
young  stem  of  Samhucus  nigra.  Epidermis ; ph.. 
phellogen ; cl  and  cl,  outer  and  inner  parts  of  the 
original  collenchyma  cell  (x  240). 
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are  marked  out  by  somewhat  brighter  colour.  The  section  must 
be  taken  through  such  places  in  order  to  show  the  youngest  stages 
of  development.  Not  till  after  the  splitting  of  the  epidermis  do 
divisions  begin  in  the  neighbouring  collenchyma,  which  result  in 
the  formation  of  the  periderm.  The  packing-cells  of  the  lenticel 
are  separated  from  one  another ; proportionally  as  they  outwardly 
undergo  disorganization,  they  are  replaced  by  the  action  of  the 
cambium.  The  intercellular  spaces  of  the  packing-cells  are  filled 
with  air ; between  them  is  communication  of  the  inner  tissue  of 
the  stem  with  the  surrounding  atmosphere.  They  compensate, 
therefore,  for  the  stomata  in  older  parts  of  plants,  in  which  the 


Fig.  CO,— Cross-section  through  a Lenticel  of  Sambiicua  niqra ; e,  epidermis;  ph,  phellogcn ; 
I,  packing  cells ; pi,  cambium  of  the  lenticel ; pd,  phellem  (x  90). 

cork-formation  has  begun.  For  the  winter,  somewhat  more  com- 
pact and  resistant  packing-cells  are  formed.  A specially  formed 
closing  layer  of  narrow  cells  close  together  is  not  present  in 
Samhucus  in  winter,  while  they  are  met  with  in  many  other  plants, 
as  also  are  intermediate  layers,  which,  formed  just  like  the  closing 
layer,  are  from  time  to  time  interposed  between  the  packing  cells 
during  the  period  of  vegetation.  The  cells  of  these  closing  and 
intermediate  layers  become  corky,  but  allow  radially  running 
intercellular  spaces  between  them;  so  that  they  do  not  effect 
complete  closure.^  In  older  parts  of  the  stems  of  Samhucus  the 
periderm  has  longitudinal  clefts.  These  pass  through  the  lenticels, 
without,  however,  injuring  them.  The  lenticels  persist  even  on 
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quite  old  stems,  while  the  outer  layers  of  periderm  between  them 
scale  off. 

It  is  recommended  to  study  the  structure  of  cork-cells  in  the 
first  place  upon  Cytisus  Laburnum  [the  Laburnum],  because  here 
they  are  remarkably  thickened.  Cross-sections  through  the  cortex 
of  older  stems  show  the  periderm  formed  of  only  one  kind  of 
cork-cells.  These  cork-cells  are  arranged  in  regular  radial  rows. 
The  youngest  cork-cells  are  colourless,  the  older  coloured  yellow, 
the  oldest  yellow-brown.  Those  lying  at  the  periphery  appear 
tangentially  stretched,  often  to  the  disappearance  of  their  cavity. 
All  these  cork-cells  are  greatly  thickened,  especially  on  their  outer 
side.  In  them  can  be  readily  distinguished,  even  without  the  aid 
of  reagents,  the  delicate  middle-lamella,  or  primary  membrane, 
separating  the  cells,  a strong,  distinctly  laminate,  secondary 
thickening-layer,  and,  on  the  inner  side  of  this  latter,  a tertiary 
thickening-layer.  Consequently  each  complete  wall  separating 
two  cell-cavities  consists  of  five  distinct  layers : — the  middle- 
lamella,  which  here  represents  the  primary  cell-wall,  and  is 
lignified ; the  two  secondary  thickening-layers,  which  alone  are 
corky  ; and  the  two  tertiary  thickening- layers,  which  often  retain 
their  cellulose  character  and  are  therefore  distinguished  as  cellulose- 
layers,  but  here,  however,  are  a little  lignified.  With  chlorzinc- 
iodine  the  cork-cells  colour  yellow  to  yellow-brown,  the  younger 
darker  than  the  older,  their  tertiary  layers  the  darkest.  The  cha- 
racteristic reactions  of  the  cork-material  or  Suberin  are  obtained 
by  potash,  maceration-mixture,  and  chromic  acid.^  We  first  treat 
the  sections  with  ]Dotash,  and  determine  that  the  cork-cells  become 
yellow.  We  warm  the  section  carefully  under  a cover-glass  upon 
the  object-slide,  and  find  at  once  that  the  intensity  of  the  yellow 
coloration  has  increased.  With  the  maceration-mixture  (chlorate 
of  potash  and  nitric  acid)  we  obtain  a reaction  for  Ceric  acid.  If 
unwarmed,  the  mixture  first  acts  by  colouring  the  cork-cells 
yellow-brown,  besides  which  all  their  parts  become  clearer.  It 
the  preparation  is  now  boiled  upon  the  object-slide,  if  necessary 
more  of  the  reagent  being  added,  soon  of  the  whole  section  only 
the  corky  layers  of  membrane  remain  behind  ; these  finally  swell 
and  fuse  into  a colourless,  globular  mass.  It  is  the  so-called 
Ceric  acid,  which  is  readily  dissolved  in  alcohol,  and  still  more 
so  in  ether.  If  pretty  concentrated  solution  of  chromic  acid  is 
permitted  to  work  upon  the  section,  of  this  there  finally  remains, 
as  before,  only  the  corky  layers  of  the  cork-cells.  After  a 
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lonofer  time  these  themselves  become  so  transparent  that  it  is 
difficult  to  find  them  again,  although  they  do  not  disappear. 
Notwithstanding  that  the  middle-lamelloB  have  been  dissolved,  the 
secondary  thickening-layers  adhere  to  one  another. 

The  bottle-cork  (of  Quercus  suber  [the  cork-oak])  consists  of 
almost  cubical,  thin-walled,  comj)aratively  large  cells,  which 
gradually  pass  over  into  somewhat  more  strongly  thickened, 
flatter  cells,  marking  the  limits  of  the  year’s  j^roduction,  to  which 
the  cubical  cells  again  succeed.  Addition  of  potash  solution 
colours  the  section  yellow,  and  first  of  all  the  somewhat  thicker 
walled  cells  marking  the  year’s  limits.  Upon  these  it  can  now  be 
determined  that  here  also  each  [double]  wall  consists  of  five 
layers,  just  as  we  found  it  in  Cytisus.  Here  also  the  tertiary 
thickening  layer  does  not  give  at  first  the  cellulose  reaction, 
excepting  after  corresponding  treatment.  The  reactions  for 
suberin  occur  here  more  beautifully  than  in  Cytisus,  especially  the 
Ceric  acid  reaction. 

Often  from  the  phellogen  ^ are  formed  not  only  centrifugal 
cork-cells,  but  also  centripetal  cortical  cells,  the  so-called 
Phelloderm.  Rarely,  however,  does  this  phelloderm  attain 
such  a decided  thickness  as  in  the  species  of  Ribes.  If  we 
piepare  cross-sections  through  older  stems  of  Ribes  rubrum 
[the  Red  Currant],  we  find  under  the  thin-walled  brown  cork- 
layer,  first  the  phellogen,  then  a thick  layer  of  chlorophyll- 
containing  cortical  cells.  These  last  also  are  arranged  in  radial 

O O 

rows,  which  coincide  with  those  of  the  neighbouring  cork.  In  the 
inner  part  of  the  phelloderm  the  radial  arrangement  is  lost,  in 
consequence  of  subsequent  extension.  The  innermost  lohelloderm- 
cells  border  on  the  collenchyma  of  the  cortex.  All  the  structures 
proceeding  from  the  phellogen  are  collected  under  the  term 
periderm;  in  Ribes,  therefore,  the  periderm  consists  of  cork 
(phellem)  and  cork-cortex  (phelloderm).  It  is  also  of  interest  to 
take  sections  through  this  year’s  stem  of  Ribes  rubrum,  in  which 
the  cork  formation  has  for  a short  time  begun.  We  can  here  see 
the  first  commencement  of  the  phelloderm  formation,  and  at  the 
same  time  determine  that  in  the  plant  in  question  the  phelloderm 
is  situated  pretty  deeply  in  the  cortex.  The  more  external  tissue, 
cut  off  by  the  cork-layer  from  access  of  sap,  perishes,  becomes 
brown,  and  forms  the  so-called  Bark. 

The  fall  of  foliage  leaves  in  autumn  * results  from  the  inter- 

• What  follows  is  a translation  of  pp.  240-241  of  the  larger  woik,  Das  Botan- 
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position  of  a separating  layer  [or  what  we  may  call  an  absciss 
layer]  wliicli  is  formed  earlier  or  later  during  the  period  of  vege- 
tation, and  which  cuts  across  the  articulation  of  the  leaf-stalk. 
This  absciss  layer  is  the  only  new  formation  the  existence  of 
which  can  be  proved  at  the  base  of  the  leaflets  of  a compound 
leaf,  and  also  at  the  base  of  the  primary  leaf-stalk  of  many  leaves 
(as  those  of  ferns,  and  numerous  phanerogams);  the  scar  is  then 
somewhat  later  closed  by  a cork-layer,  or,  as  in  the  ferns,  by 
simple  drying  of  the  surface  cells.  In  other  cases,  on  the  other 
hand,  before  the  fall  of  the  leaf,  is  formed  at  the  base  of  the 
primary  leaf-stalk  a periderm,  separated  from  the  absciss-layer  by 
a few  layers  of  rounded  cells,  and  which,  after  the  fall  of  the  leaf, 
is  only  brought  into  a state  of  more  active  development.  ^ We 
will  examine  the  processes  a little  more  closely  in  JEsculus 
eastmmm  (the  Horse-Chestnut),  during  the  fall  of  the  leaf.  The 
research  is  carried  on  upon  alcohol  material  just  as  well  as  upon 
fresh,  so  that  we  can  become  independent  of  the  time  of  the  year. 
The  absciss-layer,  as  well  as  the  cork-layer,  lie  in  the  position 
which  is  clearly  visible  externally  as  the  boundary  between  the 
brown  tissue  of  the  cortex  and  the  green  tissue  of  the  leaf-stalk  ; 
upwards  this  boundary  strikes  the  angle  which  the  leaf-stalk 
forms  with  the  bud  in  its  axis,  W e cut  off  the  leaf-stalk,  with 
the  surrounding  parts  of  the  cortex,  from  the  twig,  and  halve  it  in 
a median  line.  We  take  now  a number  of  delicate  longitudinal 
sections  with  the  razor,  in  which  we  take  care  that  some  of  them 
also  cut  through  a fibro- vasal  bundle.  In  such  longitudinal 
sections,  prepared  from  fresh  material,  and  examined  in  water, 
the  cork-layer  is  at  once  observable,  even  with  low  magnification, 
as  a clear  brownish  streak,  between  the  deeper  brown  cells  of  the 
cortex,  and  those  of  the  leaf-stalk.  In  alcohol-material  the  cell- 
walls  of  the  cortex  and  of  the  leaf-stalk  remain  colourless.  The 
cork  layer  is  clearly  reddish-brown,  especially  on  the  cortical  side. 
It  consists  of  six  or  eight  layers  of  cells,  and  joins  on  to  the  peri- 
derm of  the  twig  with  its  margins.  Its  phellogen  lies  on  the  side 
of  the  stem.  This  cork-layer  is  penetrated  by  the  fibro-vasal 
bundles  of  the  leaf.  Separated  by  some  layei'S  of  cells  from  this 
periderm  [and  on  the  leaf-stalk  side  of  it]  the  absciss-layer,  only 

ische  Practicuvi,  inserted  here  by  request  of  the  Author.  I commenced  an 
investigation  into  this  subject,  still  in  progress,  in  the  autumn  of  1882,  in  the 
Botanical  Laboratory  at  Bonn,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Author.  The  leaves 
referred  to  above  were  included  in  that  research,  and  the  results,  as  far  as  they 
go,  substantially  coincide  with  what  follows.  [En.] 
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a few  cell-rows  thick,  runs  within  the  roundish  cells  of  the  leaf- 
stalk, recognisable  by  its  yellow  colour,  the  newly  intercalated 
dividing  walls,  and  the  more  copious  contents  of  its  cells,  which 
likewise  contain  small  starch-grains.  It  is  first  formed  shortly 
before  the  fall  of  the  leaf,  while  the  periderm  was  already  present 
much  earlier,  and  is  continued  through  the  living  elements  of  the 
fibro- vasal  bundle.  For  the  rest,  the  cells  of  the  leaf-stalk  are 
almost  completely  emptied  of  reserve  food  materials  ; they  con- 
tain, as  treatment  with  iodine  shows,  only  a trace  of  starch.  In 
the  same  way  starch  is  wanting,  alike  in  the  leaf  and  in  the  cortex, 
within  the  fibro-vasal  bundle,  although  in  the  cortex  it  is  very 
abundantly  represented  in  the  vieinity  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle. 
The  thin- walled  elements  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  are,  on  the 
other  hand,  filled  with  highly  refractive  masses,  which  give  a 
tannin  reaction.  If  fresh  sections  are  examined  in  water,  this 
latter  commences  very  quickly  to  fluoresce  with  a bluish  tone, 
from  the  aBSCulin  which  comes  out  of  the  stem.  Numerous  cells 
of  the  leafstalk  contain  clusters  of  crystals,  or  a single  crystal, 
of  oxalate  of  lime.  Preparations  treated  with  aceticized  methyl- 
green  show  in  the  cells  of  the  leaf- stalk  a remnant  of  the  proto- 
plasmic sac,  the  nucleus,  and  chlorophyll-grains.  The  yellow 
grains,  into  which  the  chlorophyll-grains  break  up,  give  to  the 
leaves  their  autumn  tint.  The  fall  of  the  leaf  takes  place  inside 
the  absciss-layer,  the  cells  of  which  become  rounded,  and  so  dis- 
united ; the  fibro-vasal  bundle  is  torn  through  in  the  correspond- 
ing part.  The  leaf-scar  is  covered  by  the  roundish  parenchyma- 
tous cells,  which  lie  between  the  absciss-layer  and  the  cork-layer, 
and  therefore  at  first  appears  greenish.  These  cells  become  brown, 
and  dry  up  quickly  in  air.  The  exposed  and  broken  elements  of 
the  fibro-vasal  bundle  wither,  and  their  walls,  as  well  as  their 
contents,  become  dark-brown.  Under  these  decayed  cells  a phello- 
gen  is  now  formed  also  in  the  fibro-vasal  bundle.  It  arises  through 
division  of  all  the  elements  provided  with  living  contents.  In  the 
vessels  which  are  devoid  of  a protoplasmic  cell-body,  the  process 
naturally  is  interrupted.  These,  on  the  other  hand,  are  quickly 
crushed  by  the  dividing  cells.  Thus  is  developed  on  the  leaf-scar, 
a completely  closed  cork-layer,  which  further  increases  somewhat  in 
thickness.  Between  the  cell-rows  of  this,  the  flattened  and  drawn- 
out  ends  of  the  vessels  can  later  on  be  still  recognised.  The  dead 
ends  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundles,  however,  continuously  project,  to 
the  number  usually  of  5 or  7,  out  of  the  shield-like  leaf-scar.  As 
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a specially  favourable  object  for  the  study  of  the  processes  here  de- 
scribed, may  be  mentioned  Gymnocladus  canadensis  [the  Kentucky 
Coffee-tree],  w^here  it  is  at  our  disposal,  and  also  Rohinia  Pseud- 
Acacia  [the  common  bastard  Acacia],  or  Populus  dilatata.  The 
results  of  the  investigation  will  agree  in  the  main  with  the  pro- 
cesses above  described.  If  strong  leaves  of  Gymnocladus  canadensis, 
or  of  Ailanthus  glandulosa  are  laid  in  a damp,  dark  chamber,  the 
former  in  about  48  hours,  the  latter  in  four  days,  lose  their  leaflets 
on  the  slightest  touch. ^ Longitudinal  sections  through  the  place 
of  insertion  of  their  leaves  shows  that  an  absciss-layer  has  been 
formed  at  their  base.  Such  an  absciss-layer  commences  its  forma- 
tion also  at  the  base  of  the  common  leaf-stalk  at  about  the  sixth 
or  seventh  day.  Under  these  conditions,  however,  a periderm  is 
not  formed  under  the  absciss-layer.  Fraxinus  excelsior  (the  Ash) 
and  Juglans  regia  (the  Walnut)  can  also  be  used  in  this  experi- 
ment. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTEE  XIV. 

* For  literature  seeDeBary,  Comparative  Anat.  (Engl,  trans,),  pp.  544  et  seq. 
V.  Hohnel,  Stzber.  d.  math,  naturiv.  CL  d.  k.  Akad.  d.  Wiss.  in  Wien,  Bd. 
LXXVI.  1877. 

2 Klebahn,  Jen.  Zeitschr.  f.  Naturiv.  Bd.  XVII. 

^ Introduced  by  v.  Hohnel,  see  above,  p.  622. 

* Von  Mold,  Bot.  Zeitung,  1860,  pp.  1,  132,  273  ; Bretfeld,  Jahrb.f.iciss.Bot. 
Bd.  XII.  p.  133  ; Van  Tieghem  et  Guignard,  Bull,  de  la  Soc.  Bot.  de  France,  28 
July,  1882. 

^ Von  Mohl,  as  above,  p.  271. 


[Note  to  page  153.]' 

<»  At  first  the  phellogen  gives  rise  only  to  cork  cells  on  its  outer  side  ; soon, 
however,  it  begins,  though  comparatively  but  sparely,  to  cut  off  cells  on  its 
inner  side,  which  contain  chlorophyll-grains,  and  take  part  in  the  thickening 
of  the  cortex,  which  the  growth  in  thickness  of  the  stem  has  stretched.  This 
cortex,  developed  from  the  cork  cambium,  is  known  as  the  phellogenic  cortex, 
or  phelloderm.  The  whole  of  the  products  of  the  activity  of  the  cork-cambium 
are  collected  together  under  the  name  periderm. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

STRUCTUEE  OF  FOLIAGE  AND  OF  FLORAL  LEAVES.  TERMINA- 
TIONS  OF  THE  FIBRO-VASAL  BUNDLES. 

Material  Wanted. 

Leaves  of  the  garden  Rue  (Ruta  graveolens).  Fresh. 

Leaves  of  the  Beech  {Fagus  sylvatica).  Fresh. 

Flowers  of  the  Mullein  {Verhascum  nigrum).  Fresh. 

Petals  of  the  Poppy  {Palaver  Bhoeas).  Fresh. 

We  will  now  endeavour,  by  means  of  a series  of  exarajiles,  to  make 
ourselves  acquainted  with  the  structure  of  leaves.  We  turn  first 
to  foliage  leaves,  and  to  kinds  which  exhibit  the  smallest  amount 
of  differentiation  of  their  inner  structure.  Our  first  example  shall 
be  Buta  graveolens  [the  garden  Rue],  the  leaves  of  which  also 
usually  remain  fresh  during  the  winter.  The  leaves  of  this  plant 
are  bipinnate,  the  leaflets  ovate.  Held  towards  the  light,  these 
leaflets  show  clear  spots  ; these  are  the  glands,  filled  with  etherial 
oil,  internal  glands  in  the  tissue  of  the  leaf.  To  the  oil  contained 
in  them  the  leaf  owes  its  strong  smell  when  bruised.  We  take 
first  surface  views  by  means  of  surface-sections  of  the  epidermis, 
and  determine  that  the  upper  side  (Fig.  61,  A)  universally  has  no, , 
or  but  few,  stomata ; these,  on  the  other  hand,  are  numerous  on 
the  under  side  (J5).  Elongated  pits,  filled  with  air,  lead  up'  to 
the  stomata.  Above  the  glands,  as  can  be  determined  upon  either 
upper  or  under  epidermis,  lie  usually  four  cells  (A,  sc).  These 
cells  form  in  the  centre  a shallow  depression.  In  thicker  parts  of 
the  section,  where  the  glands  are  not  opened  by  the  razor,  can  be 
seen  in  these  a highly  refractive  yelloAV  drop.  With  still  deeper 
focussing  we  can  determine  that  under  the  epidermis  of  the  upper 
side  lies  a green  tissue  of  cells,  which  appear  round  in  optical 
section  (A,_p).  These  cells  are  almost  completely  separated  from 
one  another,  and  the  intercellular  spaces  filled  with  air.  Below 
the  under  epidermis  are  situated  cells,  likewise  green  and  rounded 
in  optical  section,  but  in  much  smaller  number  (R,  s).  These  cells, 
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also,  are  separated  bj  air,  and  leave,  especially  under  the  stomata, 
wide  air-chambers.  After  obtaining  this  information,  we  proceed 
to  cut  cross-sections ; these  we  prepare,  perpendicularly  to  the 
long  axis  of  the  leaflet,  in  the  manner  already  known  to  us ; viz., 
by  placing  the  leaflet,  for  the  pui’pose  of  cutting,  between  two 
pieces  of  elder-pith.  The  cross-section  shows  us  the  leaf-tissue  or 
mesophyll,  between  the  ujDper  and  under  epidermis.  Proceeding 
from  above  downwards,  we  see  first  the  epidermis  of  the  upper 
side  (Fig.  62,  ep')^  then  a double  parallel  layer  of  chlorophyll- 
containing’  cells,  elongated  perpendicularly  to  the  surface  of  the 
leaf,  which  we  call  the  palisade  layers.  We  already  proved  by  the 
surface-section  that  these  cells  are  laterally  more  or  less  com- 


Fig.  61. — Epidermis  and  underlying  tissue  of  the  leaf  of  Ruta  graveolcns.  A,  epidermis 
of  the  upper  side;  sc,  epidermal  cells  over  a gland ; p,  palisade  cells ; B,  epidermis  of  the 
under  side ; s,  spongy  parenchyma.  In  A,  the  intercellular  spaces,  filled  with  air,  are 
shaded  ; in  B,  are  left  clear  ( x 240) . 

pletely  separated  from  one  another ; on  the  other  hand,  the  two 
successive  layers  are  closely  joined  together  by  their  ends.  The 
elements  of  the  second  palisade  layer  (pi")  are  somewhat  less 
numerous  than  those  of  the  first ; and  two  of  the  outer  palisade 
cells  often  stand  upon  one  of  the  inner.  To  these  two  palisade 
layers  follows  a looser  tissue,  that  extends  to  the  epidermis  of  the 
under  side,  and  forms  a net  with  wide  meshes  ; this  tissue  we  call 
spongy  parenchyma  ; it  contains  fewer  chlorophyll -grains  than  the 
palisade  tissue.  The  cells  of  the  upper  layer  of  spongy  parenchyma 
(sp')  are  fast  joined  to  the  inner  palisade  cells,  each  one  usually 
being  attached  to  several  of  the  latter  cells.  None  of  the  palisade 
cells  remain  with  their  under  ends  free ; where  this  appears  to  be 
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the  case  (as  in  some  of  the  palisade  cells  in  the  figure),  the  junction 
does  not  lie  in  the  plane  of  the  figure.  So  also  in  the  spongy 
parenchyma,  the  cells  have  no  free  ends  ; the  ends  of  all  cells  join 
together.  The  lowermost  layer  of  spongy  parenchyma  {sp'")  is 
elongated  in  the  direction  of  the  lower  epidermis,  and  directed 
more  or  less  perpendicularly  to  it ; here,  therefore,  we  have  an 
intermediate  formation  between  spongy  parenchyma  and  palisade 
parenchyma.  The  air-chambers  (a)  under  the  stomata  (st)  are 
left  free.  Single  cells  in  the  spongy  parenchyma  contain  com- 
pound crystals  of  oxalate  of  lime  {h).  These  cells  are  devoid 
of  chlorophyll,  swollen  into  a barrel-shape,  and  appear  as  if 
suspended  between  the  green  cells.  At  the  edges  of  the  leaflets 
the  outer  sides  of  the  epidermal  cells  are  strongly  thickened.  The 
palisade  layer  is  single  at  the  edges,  and  passes  over  on  the  under 
side  of  the  leaf  into  the  elongated  layer  of  spongy  parenchyma 
(sp'").  The  fibro-vasal  bundles  lie  in  the  spongy  parenchyma-; 
the  largest,  in  the  mid-rib  of  the  leaflet,  extends  on  the  one  side 
almost  to  the  inner  palisade  layer,  on  the  other  side  to  the  under- 
most elongated  layer  of  spongy  parenchyma.  In  the  fibro-vasal 
bundles  themselves,  we  recognise  readily  the  darker-looking  vessels 
and  the  ligfhter  bast.  The  radial  arrano-ement  of  the  elements 
arises  from  the  bilateral  but  temporary  activity  of  the  cambium. 
Around  the  bundle  is  a sheath  of  parenchyma,  the  elements  of 
which  contain  chlorophyll-grains,  and  which  join  on  to  the  sur- 
rounding spongy  parenchyma.  The  relations  of  the  smaller 
bundles  are  similar,  as  is  shown,  for  example,  in  the  figure.  Still 
smaller  fibro-vasal  bundles  (vs),  which  are  reduced  to  a few 
vessels  and  bast-elements,  are  also  met  with  in  the  cross-section. 
These  remain  to  the  last  surrounded  by  a sheath  of  elongated 
parenchyma.  The  glands  (sc)  impinge  upon  the  epidermis  of  the 
upper  or  under  side.  They  are  circular  in  outline,  clothed  by  a 
layer  of  thin- walled,  more  or  less  disoi’ganized  cells,  to  which 
follows  a layer  of  flat  cells  with  granular  contents,  and  pretty 
thick  white  walls.  The  surrounding  chlorophyll-containing  meso- 
phyll  joins  on  to  these  cells.  The  epidermal  cells  which  lie  over 
the  gland  are  flatter  than  their  neighbours.  The  volatile  oil  can 
be  readily  removed  by  alcohol. 

The  mode  of  origin  of  these  glands  is  interesting,  especially  for 
the  purpose  of  comparison  with  resin  canals.  They  can  be  seen 
well  in  sections  of  young  growing  leaves  of  either  this  plant,  Uuta 
graveolefLs,  or  of  another  nearly-related  plant,  the  Dittany  (Die- 
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tamnus  Fraxinella).  It  will  be  readily  seen  that  the  gland  is 
lysigenous  in  origin ; that  is,  arises  from  the  breaking  down  of 
cells,  instead  of  from  their  separation.  This  breaking  down  com- 
mences at  the  centre  of  the  mass  of  gland-cells.  See  Fig.  62*. 

Surface-sections  at  the  base  of  the  common  leaf-stalk  [petiole] 
show  the  epidermis  elongated,  and  interrupted  alike  on  the  upper 
and  under  surface  by  stomata.  Oil  glands  are  not  wanting. 
Under  the  epidermis  lies  a layer  of  elongated,  collenchymatous 
cells,  and  then  follows  the  chlorophyll-containing  tissue.  In  cross- 
section,  the  epidermis  is  seen  to  be  thickened  on  its  outer  side, 
then  follows  the  single  layer  of  thickened  collenchymatous  cells, 

this  layer  being  wanting  only 
under  the  stomata.  The  two 
or  three  layers  of  palisade-like, 
elongated,  green  cells  are  toler- 
ably similarly  developed  all 
round  the  stalk,  but  are  looser 
on  the  under  side.  To  these 
follow  rounded  cells,  the  outer 
green,  the  inner  colourless,  and 
which  get  larger  more  intern- 
ally. In  this  inner  cylinder  of 
colourless  cells  run  the  fibro- 
vasal  bundles,  the  strongest  in 
the  vertical  median  plane,  and 
nearer  to  the  under  side  ; the 
others  on  either  side  of  the 
large  one,  and  each  with  its 
wood  portion  turned  towards 
the  centre  of  the  leaf-stalk. 
The  larger  of  these  fibre- vasal 
bundles  are  provided  on  their 
external  side  with  a string  of  sclerenchyma  fibres.  The  acti\dty  of 
the  cambium  has  also  apparently  lasted  longer  in  these  bundles. 


p’lG.  62*. — Oil-cavity  belovv  the  upper 
surface  of  the  leaf  of  Dictamnus  Fraxinella. 
B,  early  stage,  showing  the  breaking  down, 
of  the  central  cells  only;  c (shaded),  cells 
not  yet  broken  down ; C,  mature  slate  ; o,  a 
large  drop  of  oil.  (x  320,  after  Sachs.)] 


and  it  has  cut  off  inwardly  secondary  wood,  and  outwardly  se- 
condary, thin-walled  bast.  Only  in  the  inner  part  of  the  bundle 
do  we  see  larger  vessels ; in  the  outer  portion  of  the  wood  are 
only  tracheides  with  bordered  pits. 

‘ As  a second  object  for  investigation,  we  choose  the  leaves  of 
Fagois  sylvatica  [the  Beech].  On  account  of  the  small  thickness  of 
the  leaf,  a thin  section  is  here  le.ss  easy  to  obtain.  It  will  be  well 
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to  place  straiglit  narrow  strips  of  the  leaf  between  the  two  pieces 
of  elder-pith  [or,  to  }>ack  together  several  of  such  strips,  and  then 
place  them  between  the  pieces  of  pith].  Only  the  epidermis  of  the 
under  side  has  stomata.  Adjoining  the  epidermis  of  the  upper  side 
(ep.  Fig.  63),  in  somewhat  radiating  groups  of  cells,  is  a layer  of 
elongated  palisade  cells  (pO*  These  palisade  cells  are  more  or  less 
completely  separated  from  one  another  by  intercellular  spaces. 
At  their  lower  ends  they  bend  together  into  bunches,  and  to  each 
bunch  is  joined  one  or  several  funnel-shaped,  broadened  cells  of 
the  spongy  parenchyma  {sp').  These  latter  are  bound  together 
with  the  elongated  cells  of  the  spongy  parenchyma  into  a loose 
network,  which  extends  to  the  epidermis  of  the  under  side  (ep"). 


Fig.  63.— Cross-section  through  the  leaf  of  Fagus  sylvatica.  ep,  epidermis ; pi,  palisade 
parenchyma;  sp'andsp",  spongy  parenchyma;  sp  collecting  cells ; fc,  crystallogenous  ccllSf 
in  h',  a cluster-crystal ; st,  stoma  ( x 360). 


Single  cells,  devoid  of  chlorophyll,  but  with  a cluster-crystal  (k'), 
are  interposed  in  the  spongy  parenchyma.  The  chief  veins,  and 
the  lateral  veins  of  the  first  order,  project  strongly  from  the  under 
surface  of  the  leaf  in  the  form  of  ribs.  The  projecting  part  is 
about  as  thick  again  as  the  other  parts  of  the  leaf.  The  fibro- 
vasal  bundle  has  its  course  in  the  projecting  rib.  This  latter  is 
covered  with  elongated  epidermal  cells,  to  which  follow  elongated 
collenchymatous  cells.  To  these  adjoin  cells,  each  of  which 
contains  a simple  crystal ; and  then  follow  the  multilamellar 
sclerenchynia-fibres,  which  ensheath  the  whole  bundle.  On  the 
upper  side,  the  palisade  layer  is  interrupted  at  a narrow  part  over 
the  fibro-vasal  bundle,  and  is  replaced  by  collenchyma,  to  which 
a narrow  strip  of  elongated  epidermal  cells  follows  (cf.  also  at  ep'"). 
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A layer  of  clilorophyll-containing  cells  surrounds  tlie  sclerencliyma 
sheath,  and  to  these  the  cells  of  the  spongy  parenchyma  join  on. 

The  ribs  represent  the  mechanical  system  of 'the  leaves,  which 
must  be  constructed  firm  against  flexure. 

The  ribs  may  .again  be,  as  far  as  the  mechanical  development 
is  concerned,  likened  to  girders.  The  girders  are  arranged 
symmetrically  with  regard  to  the  surface  of  the  leaf,  the  plane 
of  the  girder  being  perpendicular  to  this  surface.  The  upper 
side  of  the  leaf  is  “ stayed  ” especially  against  tractibn,  the 
under  side  against  compression.  The  girders  in  this  case  are 
arranged,  in  each  rib,  in  the  form  of  an  I,  the  fibro-vasal  bundle 
forming  the  “ filling.”  The  mechanical  capacity  of  the  under  part 
of  the  girder,  constructed  against  compression,  is  heightened  by 
its  removal  as  deeply  as  possible  out  beyond  the  under  surface  of 
the  leaf  into  the  projecting  rib  of  the  leaf.  By  means  of  the 
veins  the  leaf-blade  is  tightly  expanded,  and  attains  thereby  the 
necessary  firmness  to  protect  it  from  tearing.^ 

Smaller  fibro-vasal  bundles,  as  those  of  the  figure  (63),  are  pro- 
tected on  the  upper  and  under  side  only  by  some  sclerenchyma 
fibres.  The  ultimate  branchlets  of  the  veins  are  devoid  of 
sclerenchymatous  cover,  and  directly  surrounded  in  their  whole 
circuit  by  the  sheath  of  parenchyma.  The  smaller  fibro-vasal 
bundles  are  accompanied  on  wood  and  bast  sides  by  the  crystal- 
logenous  cells  (/c).  Above  and  under  them  the  epidermal  cells  are 
somewhat  elongated,  and  form  shallow,  depressed  streaks.  From  the 
epidermal  cells  upon  the  veins  arise  long  hairs,  like  sclerenchyma 
fibres,  which,  however,  in  the  fully-developed  leaves  are  mostly 
thrown  off. 

It  can,  without  difficulty,  be  determined  that  the  leaves  of  the 
beech  have  grown  especially  thick  in  sunny  places,  and  are  so 
Vinch  the  thinner  in  deeper  shade.^  This  increase  in  thickness,  as 
microscopical  investigation  shows,  affects  the  palisade  parenchyma, 
which  can  become  very  considerably  elongated  and  multilamellar. 
The  palisade  parenchyma  is  indeed  a tissue  specially  adapted  for 
strong  light-intensity,  while  the  spongy  parenchyma  is  suited  for 
slight  intensity.  In  the  palisade-cells  we  see  the  chlorophyll- 
grains  only  in  profile,  i.e.,  distributed  over  the  elongated  side-walls, 
and  therefore,  according  to  the  intensity  of  the  illumination,  only 
projecting  somewhat  more  or  less  into  the  cavity  of  the  cell.  In 
the  spongy  parenchyma,  on  the  other  hand,  the  chlorophyll-grains, 
according  to  the  intensity  of  the  illumination,  show  surface  or 
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profile  arrangement,  i.e.,  lie  parallel  or  perpendicular  to  the  upper 
surface  of  the  leaf.  The  chlorophyll-grains  in  the  palisade  layer 
are  first  affected  by  the  sun’s  rays  ; while  the  spongy  parenchyma 
only  receives  the  light  weakened  by  absorption  in  the  palisade- 
cells.  This  disadvantage  is  partially  equalized  by  the  surface 
arrangement  possible  in  the  spongy  parenchyma.  If,  however, 
the  intensity  of  the  illumination  is  too  great  for  the  spongy 
parenchyma,  its  chlorophyll-grains  assume  the  arrangement  in  pro- 
file. In  the  Beech  leaves  which  are  developed  in  the  most  intense 
sun-light,  almost  the  whole  green  tissue  is  formed  of  palisade 
parenchyma,  while  the  leaves,  somewhere  about  a third  their 
thickness,  which  have  grown  in  deep  shade,  have  well-nigh  only 
spongy  parenchyma. 

In  connection  with  these  morphological  studies  we  will  enter 
into  a few  more  physiological  conceptions,’^  and  test  their  accuracy 
by  means  of  the  above  microscopical  structure. 

In  certain  coloured  chromatophores,  and,  indeed,  in  the  more 
highly  organized  plants,  always  in  the  green-coloured  chlorophyll- 
bodies,  the  assimilation  of  carbonic  acid  takes  place.  Therefore 
these  coloured  plasma-bodies  only  are  capable,  in  light  of  sufficient 
intensity,  of  decomposing  carbonic  acid  gas  and  water,  and  out  of 
them  constructing  combinations  rich  in  carbon.  This  process 
takes  place  to  by  far  the  largest  extent  in  the  palisade-cells,  and 
these  can,  therefore,  be  physiologically  designated,  as  in  the  highest 
degree,  the  assimilating  cells.  The  palisade-cells  are  further,  as 
we  have  already  seen,  laterally,  more  or  less  completely  separated 
from  one  another,  and  come  together  internally  into  bundles. 
The  assimilated  materials,  therefore,  are  not  passed  laterally  from 
cell  to  cell,  but  rather  make  their  way  into  the  interior  of  the 
leaf.  Here  the  bundles  of  palisade-cells  join  on  to  cells  of  the 
spongy  parenchyma,  which  often,  at  the  point  of  junction,  are 
broadened  into  a funnel  form  (sp'.  Figs.  62  and  63),  and  their 
function  can  therefore  be  that  of  receiving  or  collecting  cells. 
The  spongy  parenchyma-cells  which  follow  these  (sp",  Figs.  62  and 
63)  may,  from  the  same  point  of  view,  be  designated  conducting 
cells.  The  spongy  parenchyma  further  contains  air-cavities, 
which  are  in  communication  with  the  air-chambers  of  the  stomata'; 
it  is,  therefore,  also  a “ ’ventilating  tissue  ” [perhaps  preferably  an 
aerating  tissue].  It  is  also  a transpiration- tissue,  since  from  the 
surface  of  its  cells  especially  copious  evaporation  takes  place  into 
the  intercellular  spaces.  Lastly,  the  collecting  and  conducting 
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tissue  is,  by  reason  of  its  chlorophyll-contents,  also  an  assimilating 
tissue.  The  spongy  parenchyma  joins  on  to  the  parenchyma- 
sheath  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle.  To  these  they  ultimately  lead 
the  assimilated  materials,  which  are  partially  conducted  in  the 
parenchyma-sheath  itself,  partly  in  the  bast  portion  of  the  fibro- 
vasal  bundle  ; hence  these  last  together  represent  the  conducting 
strings  or  conducting  bundles.  The  fibro-vasal  bundles  are,  how- 
ever, at  the  same  time  conducting  strings  for  water,  which  flows 
in  the  wood,  from  this  is  given  off  to  the  surrounding  tissue,  and  is 
collected  in  the  epidermis,  which,  in  part,  functionates  as  a water- 
reservoir.  It  is  this  conducting  tissue  of  the  parenchyma- sheath 
around  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  which,  as  nerve,  or  vein-paren- 
chyma,* together  with  the  strongly  thickened  “mechanical”  cells, 
promoting  firmness,  forms  the  tissue  of  the  projecting  ribs  of  the 
leaf.  This  vein-parenchyma  is  continued  into  the  ground-tissue 
of  the  leaf-stalk,  which,  as  we  have  seen  in  Buta,  is  mainly 
composed  of  conducting  (to  or  fro)  and  mechanical  elements. 
Assimilating  cells  play  in  this  only  a subordinate  part. 

We  will  now  make  ourselves  acquainted  with  the  inner  structure 
of  a petal,  and  also  avail  ourselves  of  this  favourable  opportunity 
to  learn  in  it  the  course  and  termination  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundles. 
The  petals  of  Verhascum  nigrum  [the  Mullein]  readily  permit  us 
to  follow  the  branching  of  the  bundles,  and  their  ends,  and  to 
obtain  also  an  insight  into  the  structure  of  a petal.  The  air 
which  clings  to  the  bright  yellow  petal  can  be  easily  removed  by 
tapping  on  the  cover-glass.  Alcohol  cannot  here  be  used,  as  it 
makes  the  structures  indistinct.  The  petal  viewed  in  water 
shows  a delicate  epidermis  on  the  upper  and  under  side,  and 
from  two  to  four  layers  of  spongy  parenchyma.  Only  two  layers 
are  found  at  the  edge,  from  which  the  thickness  of  the  leaf 
increases  till  it  reaches  four  layers.  The  strongest  fibro-vasal 
bundles,  as  well  as  the  finest  branches,  reduced  to  spiral  vessels 
only,  are  covered  by  a layer  of  elongated  thin-walled  paren- 
chymatous cells.  This  parenchyma-sheath  closes  together  over 

* It  will  be  seen  that  three  terms,  viz.,  rib,  vein,  and  nerve,  are  used  almost 
indiscriminately  by  botanical  terminologists  to  represent  the  same  thing.  The 
term  rib  is  correct  so  far  as  it  refers  to  the  mechanical  nature  of  the  parts  in 
question,  acting  just  as  do  the  ribs  of  an  umbrella.  The  term  vein  is  correct  so 
far  as  it  refers  to  the  conducting  (water  and  food)  function  of  the  fibro-vasal 
bundles  contained  in  them.  How  far  the  term  nerve  may  be  looked  upon  as 
correct  in  its  implication  must  be  left  to  the  future  to  solve ; but  under  any 
circumstances,  it  must  be  considered  far  inferior  in  appropriateness  to  either  of 
the  other  two.  [Ed.] 
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the  ends  of  the  bundles.  In  the  cells  composing  it  protoplasmic 
movement  can  be  seen.  The  strongly-branched  cells  of  the 
spongy  parenchyma  join  on  to  the  elements  of  this  parenchyma- 
sheath.  Very  instructive  is  the  view  of  the  ends  of  the  fibro-vasal 
bundles,  which  show  a radiating  junction  of  the  cells  of  the  spongy 
parenchyma  with  the  sheath. 

The  petals  of  Papaver  Rhoeas  [the  common  Poppy]  can  be  like- 
wise studied  without  further  preparation,  after  the  air  has  been 
removed  by  tapping  on  the  cover-glass.  Besides  the  upper  and 
under  epidermis,  there  is  here  present  only  one  layer  of  spongy 
parenchyma.  The  ends  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundles  are  never  free  ; 
they  join,  on  the  contrary,  in  connected  arches  at  the  edges  of  the 
leaf.  In  their  entire  course  they  are  surrounded  by  a unilamellar 
parenchyma-sheath.  To  this  the  cells  of  the  spongy -parenchyma 
join  on  from  both  sides. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTEE  XV. 

1.  Compare  Haberlandt,  in  Encykl.  d.  Natunoiss.,  Handb.  der  Botanik.,  Bd. 
II.,  p.  614 ; J.  von  Sachs,  Vorlesungen  iiher  PJlanzen- Physiologic,  pp.  59  et  seq. 

2.  Compare  herewith  Stahl,  (7en.  Zeitschr.  f.  Natuno.  Bd.  XVI.,  1883;  Ueber 
den  Einjl.  des  sonnigen  oder  schattigen  Standortes  auf  die  Ausbildung  der  Lanb- 
blatter.  (On  the  influence  of  a sunny  or  shady  position  on  the  development  o£ 
the  leaf.) 

3.  Compare  herewith  Haberlandt,  as  above  (1),  p.  640. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

THE  GROWING  APEX*  OF  THE  STEM.  DIFFERENTIATION  OF  THE 
TISSUES.  COURSE  OF  THE  FIBRO-VASAL  BUNDLES. 

Material  Wanted. 

Slioots  of  the  Mare’s-tail  {Hlppuris  vulgaris).  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

Buds  of  a Spindle-tree  (e.  g.,  JE uomjmus  japonicus). 

Buds  of  the  field  “ Horse-tail”  {Eguisetum  arvense).  Fresh,  or  in 
alcohol. 

It  will  now  be  onr  task,  by  means  of  carefully-chosen  examples, 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  structure  of  the  growing  apex. 
As  the  first  example,  we  choose  a phanerogamous  plant,  with  a 
very  strongly-developed  and  easily-prepared  “ growing  point,”  viz., 
Hippuris  vulgaris  [the  Mare’s-tail]  We  take  strong  shoots  for 
the  investigation.  From  these  we  cut  off  the  end  bud  about  ^ 
inch  under  the  apex  of  the  stem,  and  first  remove  from  it  all  the 
larger  leaves.  We  then  hold  the  bud  with  the  point  downwards, 
flat  between  the  thumb  and  index-finger,  and  endeavour  to  obtain 
a median  longitudinal  section  of  it.  For  this  purpose  the  razor  is 
passed  as  perpendicularly  as  possible  between  the  two  fingers  in 
question.  First  the  bud  is  halved.  Each  half  is  cut  up  subse- 
quently in  the  same  way.  Then  the  section  which  appears  most 
nearly  median  is  chosen,  and  in  case  it  does  not  yet  appear  thin 
enough,  it  is  again  halved,  and  so  on  until  a sufficiently  thin  section 
is  obtained.  The  operation  will  at  first,  perhaps,  not  be  successful, 
yet  in  general  it  presents  no  insuperable  difficulty,  and  can,  at  any 
rate,  be  attempted.  If,  however,  the  difficulty  which  presents  itself 
cannot  be  overcome  by  the  beginner,  our  object  can  be  attained 
in  another  way.  Instead  of  between  the  fingers,  place  the  bud 
between  two  flat  pieces  of  elder-pith,  and  draw  the  razor  between 

* Variously  known  by  the  terms  “ growing  point,”  *^punctum  vegetationis," 
and  “ vegetative  cone.”  I adopt  the  term  ” growing  apex  ” as  at  once  correct, 
and  a suitable  complement  to  the  expression  ‘‘  apical  growth,”  in  so  general 
use.  [Ed.] 


171 


THE  GROWING  POINT 


these.  The  coiTect  cutting  of  the  object  is  then,  it  is  true,  left  more 
to  accident.*  Objects  which,  like  the  foregoing,  have  a certain 
thickness  and  firmness,  can  be  also  clamped  between  the  ends  of 
two  pieces  of  elder-pith,  and  cut  horizontally,  together  with  these, 
as  has  been  done  in  earlier  cases. 

From  the  sections  thus  prepared  we  select  one  sufficiently 
median  for  examination  ; we  recognise  it  by  the  slender,  regularly- 
formed  growing  apex.  This  forms  the  leaves  in  whorls  or  circles 
of  many  members,  and  so  we  see  them  at  a little  distance  from  the 
apex  as  isolated  protuberances  rising  symmetrically  from  the  peri- 
phery of  the  vegetative  cone.  Under  the  second  youngest  whorl 
the  nodes  of  the  stem  begin  to  be  marked  as  horizontal  denser 
plates  [diaphragms]  of  tissue,  above  and  below  which,  in  the 
cortex  of  the  stem,  proceed  the  air-passages.  These  air-passages, 
which  reach  from  one  nodal  diaphragm  to  the  other,  are  larger  in 
size  as  the  stem  increases  in  volume.  The  internodes  elongate 
very  rapidly  and  symmetrically,  and  in  the  same  proportion  their 
thickness  also  increases.  Under  somewhere  about  the  fourth 
youngest  leaf-whorl  begins  the  formation  of  vessels  in  the  stem. 
These  are  very  beautifully  seen  after  the  addition  of  a little 
potash.  These  vessels  run  along  the  long  axis  of  the  stem.  They 
appertain  to  a fibro-vasal  bundle,  which  grows  acropetally,  and 
ends  above  with  some  annular  vessels.  In  the  tenth  to  the 
twelfth  nodes  are  the  vessels  first  visible  which  appertain  to  the 
leaves.  These  join  the  vessels  of  the  stem-bundle.  In  Hippui'is, 
therefore,  we  have  to  do  with  a single  fibro-vasal  bundle,  belong- 
ing to  the  stem,  and  therefore  a “ cauline  ” bundle,  with  which  are 

* Another  method  is  as  follows  : — Cut  the  bud  by  as  near  as  possible  a me- 
dian cut  into  two  halves  ; place  the  halves  in  .water  or  alcohol,  as  the  case  may 
be.  Examine  the  cut  surfaces,  and  judge  by  the  regularity  of  the  shape  which 
one  includes  the  actual  growing  apex,  or,  if  it  be  a large  apex,  the  most  central 
parts  of  it.  Select  this  half ; stick  a needle  in  a holder  through  it,  well  outside 
the  median  line,  at  right-angles  to  the  length  of  the  half,  so  that  the  cut  surface 
of  the  half  shall  be  in  a plane  parallel  with  the  plane  of  the  needle,  and,  when 
upwards,  shall  have  the  actual  apex  to  the  right  hand.  With  the  left  hand 
grasp  the  needle-holder  between  thumb  and  other  fingers,  but  extending  the 
index  finger  straight  out,  and  flat,  so  that  the  curved  side  of  the  half-bud  lies 
on  and  across  the  finger,  and  about  a third  or  half  an  inch  from  its  end.  If 
the  needle  be  lightly  pressed  upon  the  finger,  the  flesh  will  yield  a little,  and 
the  object  will  sink  in  and  be  held  somewhat  firmly,  while  at  the  same  time 
the  raised  part  of  the  finger  beyond  the  object  will  serve  as  a good  support  for 
the  blade  of  the  razor.  Holding  the  razor-blade  as  flat  as  possible,  take  section 
after  section,  quite  cleanly,  until  you  consider  that  you  have  fully  passed  the 
central  portion  of  the  bud.  If  in  doubt  as  to  which  half-bud  contains  the 
actual  apex,  both  halves  can  be  treated  in  the  same  way.  The  proper  central 
section  must  then  be  selected  under  a low  power.  Probably  more  than  one 
section  will  be  suitable.  [En.] 
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articulated  the  fibro-vasal  bundles  appertaining  to  the  leaves — 
the  “ foliar  ” bundles.  In  the  axils  of  the  leaves,  at  a short  dis- 
tance from  the  apex,  small  flat  protuberances  begin  to  be  raised, 
which  are  the  commencement  of  fan-like  scales  each  borne  upon  a 
short  stalk-cell.  Only  in  specimens  in  course  of  flower-production 
do  we  here  meet  with  the  commencing  formation  of  axillary 
buds. — In  order  to  become  more  closely  acquainted  with  the  struc- 
ture of  the  growing  apex,  we  select  a good  median  longitudinal 
section,  and  treat  it  with  Emo  de  Javelle  (Potassium  hyposulphite). 
Gas-bubbles  soon  begin  to  escape  from  the  preparation.  The  action 
must  last  shorter  or  lono^er  accordino:  to  circumstances.  The  most 
beautiful  results  are  obtained  with  alcohol  material.  The  Eau  de 
Javelle  dissolves  out  the  cell-contents,  while  the  cell- walls  stand 
out  sharply.  The  series  of  cells  are  then  easy  to  follow.  As  soon 
as  the  necessary  degree  of  transparency  is  attained,  the  prepara- 
tion must  be  washed  with  water.  If  the  section  has  become  too 
transparent,  it  can  be  partially  restored  by  treatment  with  a solu- 
tion of  alum,  or  with  alcohol.  If  grains  of  calcium,  which  are 
separated  out,  should  cling  to  the  preparation,  dilute  acetic  acid 
should  be  allowed  to  run  in,  in  order  to  remove  them.  The  washed 
preparation  can  be  preserved  in  glycerine,  but  must  be  first  laid 
in  very  dilute  glycerine,  and  this  concentrated  slowly  in  air.  In 
other  cases,  just  as  in  this,  Eau  de  Javelle  can  be  used  when  it  is 
desired  to  dissolve  the  cell-contents,  and  thus  make  the  cell- walls 
prominent.  Cuticularized  cell-walls,  after  some  time,  are  attacked 
by  Eau  de  Javelle.  If  the  cells  are  very  rich  in  reserve  oily 
materials,  the  Eau  de  Javelle  offers  few  advantages.®  If  Eau  de 
Javelle  is  not  at  our  disposal,  then  treat  the  section  with  concen- 
trated potash  solution,  wash  it  out,  and  lay  it  in  concentrated 
acetic  acid.  After  some  time  we  examine  it  either  in  acetic  acid 
or  in  acetate  of  potash.  It  is  an  advantage  not  to  place  the 
section  directly  upon  the  object- slide,  but  to  lay  it  upon  a cover- 
glass  placed  upon  this,  and  to  cover  it  with  a second  cover- 
glass.  We  can  then,  if  needed,  turn  over  the  section  together 
with  the  cover-glasses,  and  so  examine  it  on  both  sides  ; we  must, 
therefore,  take  care  that  no  fluid  gets  between  the  under  cover- 
glass  and  the  object-slide. 

With  pretty  strong  magnification,  we  settle,  in  the  first  place 
(compare  Fig.  64),  that  there  is  a thoroughly  definite  arrangement 
of  the  cells  in  the  “merisfcem”  of  the  growing  apex.  There  are 
cap-like  layers  of  cells,  the  separating  walls  of  which  form  a series 

® See  note  on  page  182. 
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of  confocal  paraboloe.  The  outermost  layer  of  cells,  passing  also 
over  the  rudimentary  leaves,  is  the  initial  layer  of  the  epidermis 
— ^the  Dermatogen  (d).  Under  this  lie  four  or  more  undifferen- 
tiated layers  of  cells  (meristem  layers),  which  appertain  to  the 
Periblem  (y>r),  and  from  which  the  cortex  of  the  stem  proceeds. 
Lastly,  Ave  find  a central  cylinder,  which  tapers  conically  upwards, 
ending  with  usually  one  cell,  and  out  of  which,  as  can  be  demon- 
strated lower  down  in  the  section,  the  axial  fibro- vasal  bundle  of 
the  stem  is  formed.  This  tissue  we  designate  the  Plerome  (pi). 
Epidermis,  cortex,  and  axial  fibro-vasal  bundle,  haA’e  therefore 
in  Hippuris  their  own  special  “histogens”  or  histogenic  layers. 
There  is  no  single  apical  cell,  though  the  individual  “histogens” 
of  the  apex  of  the  growing  point  may  terminate  in  one  or 
several  initial  cells.  Not,  however,  in  all  the  growing  apices 
of  Phanerogams  is  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  “ histogens  ” so 
sharply  marked  as  in  this 
case.  In  many  Gymnosperms 
(Abietinese,  Cycads)  a clear 
separation  between  dermato- 
gen and  periblem  does  not 
exist,  and  often  the  periblem 
is  not  clearly  defined  from 
the  plerome.  In  the  Angio- 
sperms  the  dermatogen  is 
ahvays  sharply  limited,  but 
often  there  is  no  limit  be- 
tween periblem  and  plerome. 

It  is  not  in  any  way  a ques- 
tion of  a differentiation  of  the 
tissues  which  is  continued 
into  the  meristem  of  the 
growing  apex,  but  rather  of 
the  mechanical  arrangement  of  the  cell-walls,  which  give  to  the 
young  tissues  the  necessary  firmness.  Very  clearly  marked  in 
this  arrangement  is  the  rectangular  junction  of  the  anticlinal 
walls,  ^.e.,  those  running  perpendicularly  to  the  surface  of  the 
apex,  and  of  the  periclinal,  i.e.,  those  pai'allel  to  that  surface.”  For 
all  that,  Ave  can  retain  the  terms  dermatogen,  periblem,  and  ple- 
rome, because  the  arrangement  of  the  layers  of  cells,  as  we  have 
observed  it  in  Hippuris,  frequently  recurs  in  the  gi’OAving  apex 


Fig.  64. — Longitudinal  section  through  the 
growing  apes  of  Rippuns  vulgaris,  d,  dermato- 
gen ; pr,  periblem  ; pi,  plerome;  /,  commence- 
ment of  tlie  leaves  ( x 240). 
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of  Phanerogams.  These  terms  can  be  therefore  conveniently  used 
for  denoting  definite  regions  of  the  growing  apex.  From  the 
dermatogen,  in  fact,  amongst  Angiosperms,  if  we  exclude  the 
very  few  exceptions,  proceeds  only  the  epidermis.  The  fibro-vasal 
system  is,  however,  not  always  traceable  in  its  origin  to  the  ple- 
rome,  but  often  to  the  periblem  also.  In  the  earliest  rudiments  of 
leaves  we  see  first  in  the  outermost  layer  of  the  periblem  pericli- 
nal  divisions  set  up  (at/),  then  follow  anticlinal.  The  dermato- 
gen in  the  places  of  protuberance  remains,  unilamellar  ; it  divides 
only  anticlinally.  In  the  same  way  in  the  development  of  buds 
periclinal  and  anticlinal  divisions  take  place  in  the  outer  periblem 
layer,  and  anticlinal  only  in  the  dermatogen. 

We  will  now  investigate  a flat  growing  apex,  as  it  occurs  in 
most  Phanerogams.  As  an  example,  we  may  take  Euonymus 
japonicus^  [the  Japanese  Spindle-tree],  cultivated  as. an  orna- 
mental shrub  in  many  gardens,  which  can  be  examined  at  any 
time  of  the  year,  and  the  buds  of  which  cut  very  well.  We  first 
prepare  cross-sections,  in  order  to  obtain  a surface  view  of  the 
growing  apex.  Treat  the  sections  in  this  case  as  we  have  done 
with  Hippiiris.  With  weak  magnification  we  recognise  the 
growing  apex  as  a flat  hump,  surrounded  by  the  youngest  leaf 
protuberances.  These  stand  in  two-membered,  alternating 
whorls,  and  therefore  decussate  [“  opposite  decussate  ”],  as  we 
are  wont  to  say.  Every  new  pair  of  leaves  starts,  after  con- 
siderable enlargement  of  the  growing  apex,  in  the  gaps  present 
between  the  preceding  pair  of  leaves  (Fig.  65  A).  With  suitable 
magnification,  it  is  here  exceedingly  easy  to  follow -the  arrange- 
ment of  cells  at  the  apex.  Fig.  65  B presents  such  a figure ; an 
apical  cell  is  therefore  not  present.  Cross-sections  taken  close 
under  the  apex  show  us  a rapidly  initiated  differentiation  of  the 
tissue  into  primary  pith,  into  procamhium,  which  will  form  the 
fibro-vasal  bundles,  and  into  primary  cortex.  The  zone  of  pro- 
cambium shows  in  the  cross-section  a rhombic  figure,  with  some- 
what projecting  and  rounded  angles.  The  procambium  consists 
of  thin-walled,  narrow,  radially- arranged  cells.  At  the  angles 
beg'ins  the  formation  of  the  elements  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundles  : 
protophloem  elements  at  the  outer,  spiral  vessels  at  the  inner, 
side  of  the  zone.  This  region  of  commencing  differentiation  of 
the  elements  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundles  is  not  defined  towards 
the  rest  of  the  procambium  tissue.  The  procambium  zone  opens 
at  the  places  where  the  foliar  bundles  enter,  in  order  to  admit 
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them.  In  the  axil  of  each  of  the  young  leaves  we  can  see  the 
rudiments  of  an  axillary  bud.  The  form  of  Fig.  65  C is  shown 
by  median  longitudinal  sections,  with  weak  magnification.  The 
flat  growing  apex,  the  rudimentary  leaves,  increasing  in  size, 
the  axillary  buds  (g),  the  differentiation  of  the  primary  pith 
(m),  the  procambium  zone  (jpc),  the  fibre- vasal  bundles,  com- 


Fig.  65. — Apex  of  the  stem  Euonymus  japonicus.  A,  apical  view  of  the  same  (X  12). 
B,  apical  view  of  the  growing  point  (x  240).  C,  median  longitudinal  section  through 
the  apex  of  the  stem  ( x 28).  D,  median  longitudinal  section  through  the  growing  apex 
(X  240) ; d,  dermatogen  ; j>r,  periblem ; pi,  plerome;  /,  leaf  protuberance ; g,  bud  protuber- 
ances ; p/,  leaf -traces  ; pc,  procambium  ring ; m,  pith ; c,  cortex. 

mon  to  both  leaves  and  stem  [the  so-called  leaf-traces]  (p/), 
and  the  primary  cortex  (c),  are  to  be  seen  at  a glance.  Pith 
and  cortex  contain  great  quantities  of  cluster-crystals  of  oxalate 
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of  lime.  In  fresh  sections  examined  in  water,  the  pith  and 
cortex  appear  greenish,  while  the  procambinm-zone  appears  clear. 
In  order  to  follow  the  arrangement  of  the  cells  at  the  growing 
apex,  we  again  nse  potash  and  acetic  acid.  Outermost  on  the 
growing  apex  we  find  the  unilamellar  dermatogen  (Fig.  65,  D,  d) ; 
under  that  three  casing  layers,  which  we  have  to  designate  as 
Periblem  {pr)  ; and  then  the  central  solid  cylinder  of  tissue, 
which  is  not  everywhere  sharply  defined  towards  the  periblem, 
the  plerome  {pi).  The  growing  apex  appears  very  narrow 
between  the  two  last  progressing  leaf-protuberances ; it  is  as  a 
rule  thus  to  be  seen.  On  the  other  hand  you  have  often  to  cut 
for  a long  time  before  the  section  passes  through  the  first  leaf- 
protuberancfis.  If  you  are  successful  in  this,  the  form  presented 
is  that  of  Fig.  65  D.  The  growing  apex  appears  then  much 
broader,  the  histogens  [or  histogenic  layers]  can  be  better  followed 
in  it.  The  formation  of  the  leaves  is  initiated  by  periclinal 
divisions  in  the  two  outermost  layers  of  periblem  (at  f)  ; the 
dermatogen  remains  unilamellar.  Just  the  same  divisions  as  for 
the  commencement  of  the  leaves  take  place  in  the  axils  of  the 
third  youngest  pair  of  leaves,  for  the  formation  of  axillary  buds ; 
the  process  is  likewise  initiated  by  periclinal  divisions  in  the 
hypodermal  layers  of  cells.  It  can  be  determined  with  certainty 
that  the  dermatogen  produces  only  the  epidermis,  the  periblem 
the  cortex,  and  the  plerome  the  pith  of  the  stem.  Less  certain 
is  the  proof  that  the  procambium  ring  also  proceeds  from  the 
plerome.  That  the  formation  of  fibro-vasal  bundles  is  not  ex- 
clusively confined  to  the  plerome,  follows  of  necessity  from  the 
fact  that  the  part  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle  passing  into  the  leaf 
arises  inside  the  cortex,  and  therefore  out  of  periblem,  and  that 
the  entire  inner  tissue  of  the  leaf,  with  all  its  fibro-vasal  bundles, 
is  a product  of  the  periblem. 

We  will  investigate  lastly  a Vascular  Cryptogam,  growing  by 
means  of  an  apical  cell,  as  distinguished  from  the  preceding  cases 
in  which  growth  takes  place  by  an  apical  meristem,  and  choose 
as  the  most  favourable  object  JEquisetum  arvense  [the  common  field 
“ Horse-tail  ”]^.  It  is  here  comparatively  easy  to  bring  into  view 
the  apical  cell.  Shoots  in  course  of  development  are  studied 
either  fresh  or  by  alcohol  material.  We  remove  from  the  apex 
of  the  stem  a piece  about  inch  long,  or  rather  more,  and  cut  it, 
as  in  the  above  cases,  between  the  fingers,  with  the  apex  down- 
wards [or  by  the  needle  method  described  above]. 
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Amongst  the  longitudinal  sections  produced  we  look  for  one 
which  shows  the  conical  growing  apex  intact.  In  order  to 
obtain  an  insight  into  the  arrangement  of  the  cells  of  this  apex, 
it  is  usually  necessary  to  make  them  more  transparent.  This 
may  be  effected,  in  this  case  also,  with  Uau  de  Javelle,  or  else 
by  the  addition  of  a little  potash.  Should  this  latter  act  too 
strongly,  and  have  “ cleared  ” the  growing  apex,  until  its  cell- 
walls  become  unrecognisable,  we  can  remedy  the  evil  by  a suitable 
addition  of  water.  In  fresh  sections  we  must  avoid  the  use  of 
any  water-withdrawing  medium,  as  otherwise  the  growing  apex 
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Fig,  66.— Longitudinal  section  through  the  growing  apex  of  a mam  vegetative  shoot 
of  Equisetum  arvense.  t,  apical  cell ; s',  youngest,  s",  next  older  segment ; p,  primary  wall ; 
m,  segmenting  wall ; pr,  later  periclinal ; a,  anticlinal  walls;  /,  first;  second, /",  third 
whorls  of  leaves;  y,  initial  cell  of  an  axillary  bud  (x  240). 

will  collapse.  Sections  of  alcohol-material  can,  on  the  other  hand, 
be  laid  in  glycerine  direct,  but  not  after  previous  sojourn  in 
water.  Sections  treated  with  Eau  de  Javelle  cannot  be  placed  at 
once  into  concentrated  glycerine,  but  must  be  placed  in  very 
dilute  glycerine,  which  is  allowed  to  concentrate  by  standing  in 
the  air.  Sections  made  transparent  with  potash  can  be  neu- 
tralized with  acetic  acid,  and  preserved  in  acetate  of  potash.  As 
it  is  here  of  special  importance  to  be  able  alternately  to  view  the 


OF  EQUISETUM. 


• 178 


section  from  its  two  sides,  we  lay  it,  as  we  have  already  done  in 
the  case  of  the  growing  apex  of  Tlijjpurisy  between  two  cover- 
glasses. 

If  the  growing  apex  is  cut  in  the  proper  direction,  it  presents 
its  apical  cell,  a three-sided  pyramid  upon  a convex  base,  in  the 
form  of  a wedge,  the  apex  of  wdiich  is  sunk  in  the  tissue  of  the 
growing  point,  and  its  base  is  arched  free  towards  the  exterior. 
This  apical-cell  divides  by  means  of  partition  walls,  which  are 
parallel  to  the  existing  side-walls,  follow  one  another  in  spiral 
sequence,  and  form  segments  arranged  in  three  straight  rows. 
These  segments  (S)  are  shown  in  profile  in  our  figure  66.  They 
further  divide  up  in  definite  fashion,  and  so  gradually  construct 
the  body  of  the  plant.  [The  adjoining  Fig.  66*,  taken  from 
Niigeli  and  Schwendener’s  Das  Mih'oshop,  will  help  to  further 
elucidate  this  process.  A shows  a median  longitudinal  section  of 
the  apex  of  an  Dquisetum  stem,  which  corresponds  pretty  closely 


[Fig.  66*.— Schemes  showing  the  division  of  the  apical  cell  in  the  stem  Equisetum. 
A,  in  sectional,  B,  in  apical  surface  view.] 

with  that  in  the  text,  the  figures  1,  2,  etc.,  showing  the  order  of 
priority  of  the  original  dividing  walls,  cutting  off  segments  from 
the  apical  cell.  As  this  cell  is  three-sided  (besides  its  base), 
every  third  wall  is  not  shown  in  the  longitudinal  section ; in  this 
case  walls  3 and  6 are  omitted  from  the  figure.  B gives  a dia- 
grammatic view  from  above  of  the  three-sided  apical  cell,  showing 
the  order  of  formation  of  the  primary  dividing  walls,  1,  2,  etc. 
In  both  figures  the  lighter  lines  are  intended  to  show  the  subse- 
quent divisions  of  the  primary  segments.]  At  some  distance 
from  the  apical  cell,  a “bank”  is  raised  upon  the  growing  apex, 
which  grows  at  its  edge  with  wedge-shaped  initial  cells.  Certain 
parts  of  this  edge,  later  on,  get  in  advance  in  their  development, 
and  form  the  free  leaf-apices  [“  teeth  ”]  of  the,  lower  down, 
connate  whorl  of  leaves  [“  leaf-sheath  ”].  The  further  removed 
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from  tlie  apical  cell,  so  much  the  greater  are  the  young  leaf- 
whorls  ; simultaneously  progresses  the  difeerentiation  of  the 
inner  tissue  of  the  stem,  especially  the  separation  into  denser, 
small-celled,  thin  nodes,  and  less  dense,  elongated-celled,  long 
internodes  (Fig.  67).  First  the  larger-celled  pith  begins  to 
separate  out  in  the 
middle  of  the  stem. 

In  the  fifth  internode, 
counted  from  above 
(in  the  figure),  the 
first  annular  vessels 
become  visible  in  the 
procambium  strings, 
at  the  outer  limits  of 
the  pith,  and  can  be 
traced  from  here  into 
the  next  higher  com- 
mencement of  the 
leaf -whorl.  Each  in- 
dividual fibro  - vasal 
bundle  is  here  com- 
mon to  stem  and  leaf, 
and  is  therefore  de- 
signated as  leaf-trace. 

In  each  internode  just 
so  many  fibro-vasal 
bundles  run  outwards, 
as  leaves  are  repre- 
sented in  the  leaf- 
whorl.  The  leaf- 
traces,  lying  at  first 
separated  from  one 
another,  are,  in  about 
the  node  underlying 
the  seventh  inter- 
node from  the  apex, 
connected  by  side 
branches,  whereby  a 
complete  fibro-vasal  system  is  formed.  Approximately  in  the  tenth 
internode  the  pith  begins  to  become  hollow,  through  the  breaking 
apart  of  its  cells.  In  the  node,  on  the  other  hand,  the  pith-cells 


Fig,  67. — Median  longitudinal  section  through  a main 
vegetative  shoot  of  Equisetum  arvense.  pv,  growing  apex 
of  the  main  axis;  g,  initial  for  a bud;  g',  g",  g'",  g"", 
stages  in  the  development  of  such  a bud ; r,  r',  the  origin 
of  a root  on  the  bud ; m,  differentiation  of  the  primary 
pith ; VB,  spiral  vessels  making  their  appearance ; n, 
differentiation  of  the  nodal  diaphragms  (x  26). 
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undergo  a corresponding  augmentation,  and  remain  in  union. — The 
lateral  buds  are  initiated  by  single  cells  in  the  axils  of  the  leaf- 
whorl  [leaf- sheath].  They  stand  in  whorls,  and,  as  examination 
of  the  mature  condition  shows,  alternate  in  position  with  the 
free  leaf-teeth  of  its  leaf-sheath,  the  tissue  of  which  they  finally 
break  through  at  the  base,  in  order  to  come  outside.  The  longi- 
tudinal section,  therefoi’e,  shows  the  somewhat  larger  buds,  grown 
into  the  tissue  of  the  leaf-whorl,  lying  close  over  the  surface 
of  the  stem.  At  about  the  seventh  node,  the  buds  are  so  far 
developed  that  they  already  possess  several  embryonic  leaf- whorls. 
Their  growing  apices  can,  with  care,  be  used  for  the  study  of  the 
apical-cell. 

Amongst  the  Vascular  Cryptogams,  the  Equisetaceee  and  Ophio- 
glosseoB  possess  only  collateral  fibro-vasal  bundles,  as  we  can 
prove  readily  enough  by  means  of  cross-sections  through  an  older 
internode  of  JSquisetum  arvense.  The  fibro-vasal  bundles  are 
arranged  in  a single  ring  around  the  hollow  pith.  In  the  wood 
portion,  placed  internally,  of  each  fibro-vasal  bundle,  will  be  noticed 
an  intercellular  passage,  the  carinal  canal ; the  thin-walled  bast, 
placed  externally,  is  environed  on  its  sides  by  the  annular  and 
reticulated  vessels  of  the  wood.  An  endodermis  surrounds  the 
entire  ring  of  fibro-vasal  bundles.  In  the  thick  cortex,  alternating 
with  the  fibro-vasal  bundles,  will  be  specially  noticed  broad  inter- 
cellular passages,  the  Vallecular  canals.  If  we  count  the  free  leaf- 
teeth  in  the  next  higher  leaf-whorl,  we  find  that  the  number  of 
the  fibro-vasal  bundles  corresponds  with  this  number. — In  order 
to  obtain  information  upon  the  course  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundles, 
we  now  prepare  successive  cross-sections,  so  long  as  to  have  passed 
out  of  one  internode  through  the  node  into  the  next  intemode. 
We  can  use  for  this  purpose  either  fresh  or  alcohol  material ; only 
it  is  advisable  that  we  use  the  youngest  possible  part  of  the  stem, 
as  older  parts  are  strongly  silicified,  and  will  quickly  blunt  the 
razor.  In  order  to  prepare  the  sections  of  equal  thickness,  we 
can  make  use  of  the  microtome  referred  to  on  page  63.  The 
sections  are  arranged  in  proper  order  upon  an  object-slide,  and 
can  be  made  more  transparent  by  means  of  potash.  A close 
comparison  of  these  successive  sections  enables  us  to  prepare  a 
scheme  of  the  whole  course  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundles,  as  in  the 
adjoining  Fig.  68,  in  which  we  have  cut  the  stem  open  along 
one  side,  unrolled  it,  and  projected  the  course  of  the  fibro-vasal 
bundles  on  the  surface  of  the  cylinder  thus  laid  open.  We  find 
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that  each  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundles  (a,  5,  or  c),  coming  down 
from  a higher  internode,  divides  in  the  node  into  two  forks ; and 
that  one  of  the  forks  from  each  of  two  adjoining  bundles  combines 
with  a new  hbro-vasal  bundle,  which  here  enters  out  of  the  leaf- 
whorl  (thus  the  forks  from  a with  h and  &,  a fork  from  each  of 
h and  h with  c).  If  the  fibro-vasal  bundles  of  the  lateral  buds 
are  already  formed,  the  figure  is  somewhat  complicated  by  them. 
Each  lateral  bud  joins  (y)  the  vascular  system  of  the  parent  axis, 
with  two  fibro-vasal  bundles  (_^),  and 
always  with  one  fibro-vasal  bundle 
on  to  each  of  the  two  forks  of  the 
next  higher  stem  bundle,  immediately 
after  this  divides  into  its  two  forked 
branches.  The  lateral  buds  alternate 
with  the  fibro-vasal  bundles  of  the 
leaf- whorl  which  conceals  them,  and 
correspond  in  their  position  with  the 
fibro-vasal  bundles  of  the  next  higher 
and  next  lower  leaf-whorl. — It  follows 
from  our  observations  that  the  entire 
system  of  fibro-vasal  bundles  of  our 
stem  of  Equisetum  is  common ; it  is 
formed  of  leaf-traces,  which  fork  at 
their  base  inside  the  node,  in  order 
to  join  there,  through  the  medium  of 
their  forks,  with  newly  entering  fibro- 
vasal  bundles.  That  the  leaf -traces 
combined  with  one  another  form  the 
entire  fibro-vasal  system,  is  every- 
where in  vascular  plants  the  most 
common  case  ; we  will  therefore  limit 
our  studies  upon  the  course  of  the 
fibro-vasal  bundle  to  this  one  simplest 
possible  example. — In  the  investiga- 
tion of  a more  complicated  case,  it 
is  necessary  to  arrange  the  successive 

sections  in  the  same  sequence  and  direction  on  the  object-slide, 
in  order  to  be  able  to'  compare  them  more  readily.  This  last 
task  is  facilitated  if  one  side  of  the  stem  is  marked  by  a shallow 
longitudinal  cut.  It  is  often  necessary  to  draw  the  successive 
sections,  in  order  to  be  able  to  prove  the  displacement  of  the 
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Fig.  68.  — Scheme  showing  the 
longitudinal  course  of  the  fibro- 
vasal  bundles  in  the  stem  of  Equi- 
setum,  supposed  to  be  opened  out 
into  a plane,  g,  the  junction  of  the 
bundles  of  the  bud. 
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individual  bundles.  Longitudinal  tangential  sections,  made  trans- 
parent with  potash,  will  in  many  cases  lay  bare  at  once  the  entire 
course  of  the  fibre- vasal  bundle. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

GBOWING  APEX  (TIP)  OF  THE  ROOT. 

Material  Wanted. 

Roots  of  barley  {Hordeum  vulgare),  grown  in  a flower-pot.  Fresb,  or 
in  alcohol. 

Roots  of  Thuja  {e.g.,  T.  occidentalis),  grown  in  a flower-pot.  Fresh, 
or  in  alcohol. 

Root  of  fern  {e.g.,  Pteris  cretica),  grown  in  a flower-pot.  Fresh,  or 
in  alcohol. 

It  is  desirable  now  to  become  acquainted  with  the  growing  apex 
(tip)  of  roots.  We  commence  with  Angiosperms.  The  structure 
of  their  root-apex^  can  be  studied  with  comparative  ease  in  the 
Graminese  [grasses].  They  provide  us,  it  is  true,  with  only  one 
of  the  possible  types  of  root-growth  amongst  Angiosperms,  but 
still  one  widely  spread  and  instructive,  and  therefore  very  suited 
to  give  us  an  insight  into  the  processes  in  question.  In  order  to 
obtain  favourable  material,  we  choose  plants  removed  with  care 
from  flower-pots.  If  we  turn  the  flower-pot  upside  down  so  that 
the  whole  contents  come  out  bodily,  a result  often  assisted  by 
tapping  the  flower-pot  lightly  on  its  rim,  the  root-apices  will  be 
usually  found  free  in  the  exterior  of  the  mass  of  earth.  For 
careful  study  we  choose  the  common  barley,  Hordeum  vulgare.  In 
order  to  get  general  information,  we  first  prepare  a cross-section 
through  an  older  part  of  the  root.  In  the  middle  of  the  axial 
fibro-vasal  cylinder  we  find  a large  duct  or  vessel,  then  in  the 
periphery  of  it  about  eight  vascular  rays  alternating  with  the 
same  number  of  portions  of  bast.  As,  however,  customary  in 
grasses,  the  vascular  rays  extend  to  the  endodermis,  and  therefore 
interrupt  the  pericambium.  The  endodermis  shows  more  or  less 
clearly  the  dark  radial  shadings ; to  it  follows  the  pretty  thick 
cortex.  The  longitudinal  section  of  the  root-apex  we  prepare 
between  the  thumb  and  forefinger.  It  must  be  sufficiently 
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median ; then  the  structure  is  plain,  even  without  the  use  of 
reagents,  hut  here  also  Eau  de  Javelle  can  be  used  with  advantage 
(cf.  p.  172).  Above  all,  it  is  observable  that  the  body  of  the  root  is 
sharply  defined  from  the  root-cap.  We  can,  in  fact,  follow  a line, 
which  is  prolonged  from  the  surface  of  the  epidermis,  continuously 


Fig.  69.— Median  longitudinal  section  through  the  root-apex  of  Hordeum  vulgare. 
li,  Calyptrogen;  c,  thickened  outer  wall  of  the  epideiTois  ; d,  dermatogen;  pr,  periblem;  pi, 
plerome ; en,  endodermis;  i,  intercellular  passage  filled  with  air  ; a,  row  of  cells  which  will 
form  the  central  duct ; r,  disorganized  cells  of  the  root-cap  ( x 180). 

over  the  apex,  between  the  body  of  the  root  and  the  root-cap  (cf. 
Fig.  69).  Still  the  dermatogen  does  not  pass,  as  such,  over  the 
apex,  but  it  must  rather  be  said  that  the  dermatogen  (d)  and  the 
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periblem  {pr')  of  tlie  apex  come  together  in  common  initial-cells. 
In  Fig.  68  only  one  such  common  initial  layer  is  present,  hut  there 
may  he  several.  The  dermatogen,  as  such,  can  he  traced  up  to  this 
initial  layer  ; the  perihlem  also,  hut  one  cell  thick,  merges  with 
it.  The  plerome,  under  this  common  dermatogen-periblem  cap, 
is  crowned  by  a few  initial  cells.  Externally  bounding  the  line 
which  separates  the  root-body  from  the  root-cap  arc  the  initial 
cells  for  the  root-cap,  forming  a layer  of  flattened  cells  which  may 
be  designated  the  calyptrogeii  {h).  The  cells  from  the  calyptrogen 
are  given  off  outwardly,  and,  as  the  result  of  their  origin,  arranged 
in  straight  rows ; at  first  flat,  they  soon  increase  in  height.  At 
the  apex  of  the  root- cap  they  become  rounded  ; finally  separate 
from  one  another  and  become  disorganized  (r).  It  is  a peculiarity 
of  the  GramineaB  that  their  dermatogen  is  strongly  thickened  on 
the  outer  side  (c).  This  thickened  outer  wall  is  bright  white, 
swells  strongly,  and  appears  so  much  the  thicker  the  longer  the 
section  lies  in  water.  At  the  lateral  boundaries  of  the  cells  we  see 
highly  refractive  striae  pass  more  or  less  deeply  into  the  thickened 
outer  wall.  These  are  the  primary  walls  of  the  cells ; and  the 
older  they  are,  the  more  deeply  they  always  penetrate  into  the 
thickened  wall.  These  walls  clearly  show  lamination.  The 
periblem  has  rapidly  increased  the  number  of  its  layers  by 
periclinal  divisions.  Between  its  inner  cell-layers  intercellular 
passages  filled  with  air  quickly  put  in  their  appearance,  as  is 
represented  in  our  figure  by  dark  lines  (e.^.,  at  i).  The  periblem 
forms  the  cortex,  the  innermost  layer  of  which  becomes  the 
endodermis. — The  plerome  ends  conically  in  a group  of  initial-cells ; 
two  such  initial  cells  can  be  seen  in  the  longitudinal  section  which 
we  have  represented.  The  plerome  forms  the  axial  fibro-vasal 
cylinder.  The  differentiation  of  the  large  central  duct  or  vessel 
in  this  last  can  be  traced  from  the  initial  group.  The  cells  from 
which  this  duct  will  be  developed  are  distinguished  by  th^ir 
greater  breadth  (a).  The  elements  set  apart  for  the  smaller 
vessels  are  first  distinguishable  much  later. 

The  roots  of  Gymnosperms-  show,  in  many  respects,  a peculiar 
organization  in  the  meristem  of  their  growing  apex.  We  will 
study  more  closely  Thuja  occidentalis  The  cross-section  through 
a fully-developed  root  resembles  the  already-known  cross-section 
of  the  root  of  Taxus  baccata  [the  Yew],  excepting  that  the  roots  of 
Thuja  are  usually  tetrarch  i.e.,  have  four  primary  ligneous  rays, 
or  bundles.  The  median  longitudinal  section  through  the  apex 
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of  tlie  root  shows  a sharpl3^-limitecl  plerome  cylinder,  which 
terminates  in  a few  initial  cells,  and  is  surrounded  by  a covering 
of  periblem,  some  twelve  to  fourteen  cell-layers  thick.  This  last 
passes  over  the  apex,  and  forms  there  its  terminal  initial  layers  of 
eight  to  ten  inner  rows  of  cells,  while  the  outer  rows  pass  over 
into  irregularly  arranged,  comparatively  large  cells.  These  large 
cells  extend  to  the  apex  of  the  root-cap,  where  they  ultimately  lose 
their  union,  and  become  disorganized.  The  root-cap  of  Thuja,  and 
of  Gjunnosperms  generally,  consists  of  the  outer  parts  of  the 
periblem  ; dermatogen  and  calyptrogen  are  wanting.  The  initial 
layers  of  the  plerome,  passing  over  the  ajDex  of  the  ^Dlerome,  divide 
by  periclinal  and  anticlinal  walls.  The  periclinal  divisions  increase 
the  number  of  layers  of  the  periblem,  and  replace  from  the  interior 
the  elements  which  are  exfoliated  from  the  periphery.  The  anti- 
clinal walls  increase  the  number  of  cells  in  the  individual  layers, 
and  provide  chiefly  for  the  formation  of  the  cortex.  As  the  anti- 
clinal walls  in  successive  layers  correspond  |3retty  regularly  with 
one  another,  they  form  anticlinal  rows  of  cells,  which,  straight  in 
the  interior,  separate  from  one  another  externally,  like  the  com- 
ponent rays  of  spray  which  collectively  constitute  the  jet  issuing 
from  a fountain ; and  forming  therefore  a constantly  extending 
series  of  co-axial  parabolse.  The  periclinal  divisions  in  the  initial 
layers  of  the  ajDex  have  as  result  that  the  cell-rows  of  the  cortex, 
when  these  are  followed  towards  the  point,  appear  constantly 
doubled.  The  most  median,  straight,  anticlinal  rows  of  cells  in  the 
periblem  of  the  root-apex  are  distinguishable  from  their  neighbours. 
They  form  a “ periblemic  column  ” (Periblemsaule),  which  is  lost 
in  the  outermost,  brown  elements  of  the  root-cap.  This  column 
appears  clearer,  its  cells  immediately  adjoin  one  another,  while 
those  bordering  laterally  form  air-containing  intercellular  spaces. 
Moreover,  the  cells  of  the  column  are  distinguished  by  especial 
richness  in  starch.  As  results  from  the  foregoing  relations,  the 
root  of  Thuja  possesses  no  epidermis,  the  outer  surface  of  the  root 
is  composed  of  the,  for  the  time  being,  outermost  layer  of  the 
jDeriblem.  If  such  a layer  is  followed  in  the  direction  of  the  apex, 
we  shall  soon  see  it  pass  under  another,  which  for  a time  pro- 
vides a surface.  The  outermost  living  layers  of  cells  are  protected 
at  their  surface  by  the  collapsed  walls  (become  brown)  of  the 
disorganized  layers  of  cells.  The  roots  of  the  Gymnosperms  have, 
in  general,  no  root-hairs ; we  search  for  such  in  vain  in  Thuja 
occidentalis.  The  adjoining  figure,  70,  gives,  with  low  magnification. 
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the  structure  of  a longitudinal  section,  and  can  facilitate  our 
obtaining  information  about  it.  Naturally,  the  arrangement  of  the 
cells  can  only  be  indicated  with  such  a low  magnification.  Pass- 
ing from  the  exterior  towards  the  interior,  we  see,  therefore,  the 
brown,  collapsed  covering  of  cells  (x)  ; then  the  periblem  (pr), 
which  can  be  traced  over  the  apex  of  the  root,  and  whose  outer- 
most layers,  therefore,  form  the  root-cap  ; lastly,  the  plerome  (pi), 


the  termination  of  which  is  not  quite  clear  with  low  magnification. 
W e are  inclined  to  imagine  that  the  upper 
part  of  the  plerome  is  larger  than  it  really 
is,  because  the  innermost  layers  of  the 
periblem,  bordering  on  the  plerome,  are 
devoid  of  intercellular  spaces,  and  there- 
fore (as  is  shown  in  the  figure)  appear 
just  as  clear  as  the  plerome  cylinder.  In 
the  oldest  parts  of  the  section  the  plerome 
cylinder  shows  itself  surrounded  by  a red 
layer  of  cells,  which,  as  a comparison  with 
the  cross-section  shows,  indicates  the  en- 
dodermis  filled  with  red  cell-sap.  As  we 
approach  the  apex  these  endodermic  cells 
become  unrecognisable.  Vessels  (s)  also 
appear  in  the  older  parts  of  the  plerome 
cylinder.  The  more  clearly  showing 
column  (c)  penetrates  the  apex  of  the 
periblem.  Upon  this  impinge  laterally 
the  air-containing  layers  of  the  periblem. 

These  last,  however,  reach  entirely  neither 
to  the  plerome  nor  to  the  surface  of  the 
root.  The  last  is  composed  of  large  brown 
cells. 

The  roots  of  Coniferae  will  serve  to 
make  us  acquainted  with  the  methods  of 
branching  of  roots  in  general.  In  the  ex- 
amination of  the  roots  of  Thuja  occiden- 
talis,  it  will  strike  us  that  they  bear  their  lateral  roots  in  four  or 
in  three  straight  rows.  We  readily  prove  by  cross-sections  that 
three  rows  of  latei-al  roots  indicate  triarch  i.e.,  with  three  lig- 
neous rays,  four  rows  tetrarch,  fibro- vasal  cylinders.  We  prepare 
now  a cross-section  through  a root  at  the  place  of  insertion  of  a 
lateral  root,  and  determine  that  the  lateral  root  projects  from  one 


Fig.  70. — Longitudinal  sec- 
tion through  the  root-apex  of 
Thuja  ocridenialis ; x,  outer 
brown  layer  of  disorganized 
cells ; JU-,  pericambium ; p7, 
plerome  ; e,  eudodermis ; s, 
spiral  vessels;  c,  periblemic 
column;  Ic,  root-cap  (x  26). 
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of  the  ligneous  rays.  As  now  the  ligneous  rays  run  in  straight 
lines  in  the  axial,  fibro- vasal  cylinder,  the  arrangement  of  the 
lateral  roots  in  straiglit  rows  is  hereby  explained. 

We  will  now  endeavour  to  become  acquainted  also  with  the 
growing  apex  of  a root  which  grows  by  means  of  an  apical  cell.^ 
In  such  roots  the  same  variability  as  with  stems  growing  by 
means  of  apical  cells  does  not  exist.  The  apical  cell  is  always  a 


Fio.  71.— Median  longitudinal  section  through  the  root  of  Pleris  cretlca ; t,  apical-cell: 
k,  initial  cell  of  root-cap  ; fc",  outermost  layer  of  root-cap  ; (e,  wall  cutting  off  epidermis; 
r,  ditto  cortex ; c,  ditto  cambium  (procambium) ; p,  ditto  pericambiumor  pericjcle)  ( x 240). 

trilateral  pyramid,  and  the  co-ordination  of  the  segments  formed 
from  it  remains  constant.  We  investigate  the  root  of  JPteris 
cretica  (Fig.  71),  but  can  equally  well  choose  any  other  species 
of  Fern.  By  turning  a flower-pot  u]Dside  down,  we  easily 
obtain  uninjured  root-apices.  The  roots  of  Pteris  cretica,  as 
of  ferns  generally,  are  diarch;  with  the  woody  portions  alter- 


189 


THE  EOOT-APEX  OF  FERNS. 


nate  flattened  bast ; the  jiericarabium  (pericycle)  is  'unilamellar, 
the  endodermis  flattened,  the  cortex  become  brown,  and  in  its 
inner  part  strongdy  thickened.  We  now  endeavour  to  obtain, 
between  thumb  and  forefinger,  a thin,  median,  longitudinal  section 
of  the  root-apex.  It  is  not  very  difficult  to  bring  to  view  the 
aj^ical  cell ; it  does  not  here,  however,  occupy  the  apex  of  the  root, 
but  is  covered  by  the  tissue  of  the  root-cap.  This  apical-cell 
{t,  Fig.  71)  has,  as  in  the  stem  of  Equisetum,  the  form  of  a three- 
sided  pyramid,  whose  convex  base  is  turned  towards  the  cap, 
while  the  apex  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  three  side- walls  is 
sunk  in  the  body  of  the  root.  The  divisions,  as  in  the  stem  of 
Equisetum,  take  place  parallel  to  the  side-walls  ; besides  these 
however,  from  time  to  time  (usually  after  three  or  four  of  the 
above  consecutive  divisions),  a wall  parallel  to  the  convex  base  is 
formed  (compare  the  figure).  The  apical-cell  retains  its  form 
throughout  its  divisions  ; the  cell  cut  off  from  the  base  has,  however, 
the  form  of  a segment  of  a sphere.  This  cell  (k)  is  an  initial 
cell  of  the  root-cap,  giving  to  this  latter  its  origin.  It  divides 
first  by  a wall  perpendicular  to  its  base  into  two  halves  ; each  half 
repeats  this  division,  so  that  four  cells,  quadrilateral  in  outline, 
are  formed.  In  these  the  division  is  repeated,  and  always  by 
Avails  at  right-angles  to  the  original  base,  so  that  an  older  layer  of 
the  cap  (A;”)  consists  of  a large  number  of  cells.  The  cells  of  the 
older  cap-layers  are  full  of  starch-grains.  They  are  gradually 
disorganized  Avhile  the  apical  cell  cuts  off  continually  new  initial 
cells.  The  outer  walls  of  the,  for  the  time  being,  outermost  cells 
of  the  cap,  are  strongly  thickened.  The  dividing  walls,  formed 
parallel  to  the  side- walls  of  the  apical  cell,  follow,  as  in  Equisetum, 
the  direction  of  a spiral. 


NOTES  ON  CHAPTEE  XVII. 

1 Sachs’  Text-hook  of  Botany  (Engl,  traus.  of  4th  edit.),  p 147  ; Janczewsld, 
Annates  des  sc.  nat.,  Dotanique.  V.  Ser.,  tom.  XX.,  1873,  pp.  162  etseq. ; Treub, 
3Iusee  hot.  de  Leide,  tom.  II.,  1876;  De  Bary,  Comparative  Anatomy  (Engl, 
trans.),  pp.  9 et  seq. 

2 Strasburger,  Coniferen  und  Gnetaceen,  p.  340  ; De  Bary,  Comp.  Anat.  (Engl, 
trans.),  pp.  13  et  seq.,  where  see  the  further  literature. 

* Nageli  and  Leitgeb  in  Bcitr.  zur  iviis.  Bot.,  4 Heft,  1868,  pp.  74  et  seq. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

VEGETATIVE  STKUCTUEE  OF  THE  MOSSES  AND  LIVERWOKTS 

Material  Wanted. 

Plants  of  a strong  moss,  such  as  Mnium  undulatum,  M.  hornum,  or 
Polytrichum.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

Plants  of  a Bog-moss  {e.g.,  Sphagnum  acutifolium).  Fresh. 

Thallus  of  a Liverwort  (e.g.,  Marcliantia  polymorpha).  Fresh. 

Thallus  of  Metzgeriafurcata.  Fresh. 

Hitherto  we  have  studied  only  the  structure  of  the  stem  and 
leaves  in  Vascular  Plants  ; we  turn  now  to  the  stem  and  leaves  of 
Mosses,  from  which  vessels  are  absent.^  We  commence  with  a 
comparatively  complicated  case,  where  the  differentiation  of  tissue 
is  already  somewhat  advanced;  with  Mnium  undulatum.  We  first 
of  all  prepare  delicate  cross-sections  through  the  stem.  In  the  midst 
of  the  stem  appears  an  axial  cylinder,  composed  of  narrow  thin- 
walled  cells.  We  can  conceive  this  cylinder  as  the  simplest  of  all 
conducting  bundles.  Its  cells  contain  no  living  contents,  only 
water  ; they  are  distinguished  from  their  surroundings  by  their 
yellow-brown  coloration.  To  this  conducting  bundle,  which  there- 
fore consists  of  only  water-bearing  tissue,  adjoin  the  wider  cells 
of  the  cortex,  with  greenish-yellow  walls,  and  living  chlorophyll- 
holding contents.  At  first  they  increase  somewhat  in  diameter 
in  passing  from  the  interior  outwards ; at  the  periphery  they  be- 
come rapidly  narrower  and  thicker  walled,  and  pass  over  at  length, 
without  special  limits,  into  a uni-  or  bi-lamellar,  narrow,  strongly- 
thickened  epidermis.  At  two  or  three  places  the  outer  cell-layer 
of  the  stem  is  prolonged  externally  into  a unilamellar  plate  of 
cells,  which  represents  the  leaf-wings  running  outwards  from  the 
stem.  Cross-sections  which  are  taken  from  the  lower,  leafless, 
strongly-browned  part  of  the  stem,  show  the  walls  of  the  peri- 
pheral layers  of  cells  coloured  dark-brown.  From  single  cells  of 
the  surface  have  grown  long,  brown- walled,  re^Deatedly  branched 
threads  of  cells,  which  here  take  the  functions  of  roots,  and  are 
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distinguished  as  root-hairs  or  rhizoids.  These  rhizoids,  as  can  be 
readily  seen,  are  distinguished  by  obliquely-placed  partition  walls, 
which  therefore  form  an  exception  to  the  rule,  so  generally  obtain- 
ing, of  rectangular  division.  Under  numbers  of  such  partition 
walls,  and  always  under  its  elevated  side,  arise  the  subsequently 
still  more  branching  lateral  branches.  Only  the  apices  of  the 
rhizoids  which  are  still  growing  are  provided  with  colourless 
walls. 

The  closest  similarity  with  such  root-hairs,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  branching  and  the  oblique  position  of  the  dividing 
walls,  is  shown  by  the  proembryo  of  the  typical  leaf-bearing 
mosses,  the  so-called  protonema,  which  is  developed  from  the 


[Fig.  71.*— a moss,  Funanahygromctrim.  A,  germinating  spores ; w,  root-hair,  or  rhizoid; 
s,  exospore  (x550).  B,  part  of  a developed  protonema,  about  three  weeks  after  germina- 
ting ; 7i,  a procumbent  primary  shoot,  with  brown,  wall  and  oblique  septa ; from  this  arise  the 
ascending  branches,  having  limited  growth.  K,  rudiment  of  a leaf-bearing  axis  with  lu, 
rhizoid  or  root-hair  (x  about  90).  (After  Prantl.)] 


germinating  spore.  Its  branches,  however,  so  far  as  they  do  not 
penetrate  into  the  soil,  are  colourless,  and  contain  numerous  chloro- 
phyll-grains. The  buds,  which  develop  into  the  moss-stems, 
are  side-branches  of  this  protonema  [compare  Fig.  71*].  The 
near  relationship  of  rhizoids  and  protonema  is  shown  also  in  the 
circumstance,  that  the  rhizoids,  if  kept  damp  and  exposed  to 
light,  can  develop  a protonema  which  can  give  rise  to  numerous 
new  plantlets.  It  needs  only  to  lay  a turf  of  Miiitim  with  the 
underside  upwards,  and  keep  it  damp,  in  order  to  produce 
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numerous  green  protonema-threacis  from  the  rhizoids.  This  lat- 
ter in  its  macroscopic  aspect  reminds  us  of  terrestrial  tufts  of 
Vauclieria. 

If  the  cross-section  has  passed  through  an  injured  part  of  the 
stem  of  Mnium^  the  place  is  seen  not  to  be  covered  with  cork, 
since  this  cannot  be  formed  by  the  Cryptogamia,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Botrychium  [the  Moonwort  fern]  ; but,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  walls  of  the  limiting  cells  are  thickened  and  browned,  and  so, 
apart  from  their  broader  cavities,  resemble  the  other  surface-cells. 

Near  the  surface  can  be  seen,  in  the  cross-section,  isolated  small 
strings  of  thin-walled  cells,  which  moreover  in  their  coloration 
resemble  the  elements  of  the  central  cylinder,  and  which,  like 
them,  are  without  living  contents,  but  on  the  other  hand  contain 
water.  These  are  the  conducting  bundles  belonging  to  the  leaves, 
which  have  “ blind  ” ends  in  the  cortex  of  the  stem,  while  they 
occasionally,  in  PolytricJmm*  join  on  to  the  axial  conducting 
bundle  of  the  stem.  A leaf,  which  we  examine  without  further 
preparation  in  a drop  of  water  on  the  object-slide,  exhibits  a 
unilamellar  lamina,  and  a multilamellar  midrib.  This  last  ends 
in  a terminal  tooth,  which  consists  of  a number  of  rhombic  cells. 
The  cells  of  the  midrib  are  elongated,  the  peripheral  cells  contain 
chlorophyll-grains.  The  lamina  of  the  leaf  is  unilamellar ; it 
consists  of  polygonal  chlorophyll-containing  cells.  The  broad, 
seam-like  edge  of  the  leaf  is  formed  of  elongated,  strongly  thick- 
ened cells.  The  outermost  bear  on  their  edge,  at  nearly  equal 
distances,  one-  to  tvvo-celled,  sharply  tapering  teeth.  Cross- 
sections  through  the  leaves  are  obtained  at  the  same  time  with 
the  cross-sections  of  the  stem.  If  it  is  desired  to  cut  cross- 
sections  of  separated  leaves,  which,  from  their  small  thickness,  is 
no  slight  task,  it  can  be  considerably  facilitated  if  a considerable 
number  of  leaves  are  stuck  together  with  glycerine-gum,  and, 
without  waiting  for  the  gum  to  dry,  the  object,  thus  made  thicker, 
is  cut  between  elder-pith. f The  cross-sections  are  then  laid  in 
water,  which  at  once  dissolves  out  the  gum.  This  method  can  be 
used  at  all  times,  when  it  is  desired  to  obtain  cross-sections  of 
very  thin  surfaces.  Upon  these  cross-sections  of  our  moss-leaf, 
wo  can  determine  that  the  lamina  is  unilamellar,  the  cells  at  the 

* In  Polytrichum,  the  inner  part  of  this  conducting  bundle  is  commonly 
collenchymatous.  [Ed.] 

t Good  cross-sections  of  leaves  can  he  obtained  without  preparation  by  cutting 
through  the  crowded  leaves  at  the  apex  (“  bud  ”)  of  the  stem  of  an  actively 
growing  moss,  such  as  Blnium  umlulatum,  M.  hornum,  or  a Poly  trichum.  [Ed.] 
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margin  of  the  leaf  are  strongly  thickened.  The  midrib  projects 
more  strongly  from  the  under  than  the  upper  surface  of  the  leaf. 
In  its  centre,  somewhat ’nearer  the  under  side,  lies  a string  of  thin- 
walled  cells,  in  which  we  again  recognise  the  conducting  bundle 
which  we  previously  saw  in  the  cortex.  These  thin-walled  strings 
are  protected  on  their  under  side  by  some  strongly-thickened 
narrow  cells.  The  structure  reminds  us  not  a little  of  certain 
greatly-reduced  monocotyledonous  fibro- vasal  bundles,  limited  to 
a few  bast  elements  and  a weak  layer  of  sclerenchyma. 

A withered  plant,  with  the  lower  cut  surface  of  its  stem  placed  in 
water,  remains  withered,  but  becomes,  on  the  other  hand,  rapidly 
turgid  if  it  is  immersed  with  its  leaves  in  water.  The  admission 
of  water  through  the  leaves  is  here,  therefore,  very  active. 

The  structure  of  the  stem  of  the  Bog-mosses  offers  special  pecu- 
liarities, and  shall  therefore  be  brought  here  within  the  range  of 
our  observation.  We  prepare  cross-sections  of  the  stem  of  Sphag- 
num acutifolium.  These  cross-sections  show  us  a broad  central 
cylinder,  which  in  its  interior  is  constructed  of  broad,  somewhat 
collenchyniatously  thickened  cells ; towards  the  periphery  its 
cells  become  gradually  narrower,  and,  in  the  outermost  layers, 
are  coloured  yellow-brown.  A special  conducting  bundle  is  not 
present  in  the  interior  of  this  cylinder.  It  is  surrounded  by  a 
large-celled  outer  cortex  of  three  layers  of  cells.  The  elements  of 
this  impinge  immediately  upon  the  narrow,  yellow-brown  cells  of 
the  inner  cylinder.  They  are  distinguished  by  large  rounder  oval 
holes  [pores]  and  delicate  spiral  bands.  These  ]3ores  are  easy  to 
see,  and  that  they  directly  join  together  the  cavities  of  these  cells 
can  be  readily  proved  in  places  where  the  sections  have  cut  through 
such  pores.  Not  infrequently,  moreover,  fungal  threads  [hyphai] 
are  seen  in  these  cells,  which  pass  without  hindrance  from  one  cell 
to  the  other  through  the  pores.  These  porous  elements  of  the 
outer  cortex  of  Sphagnum  contain,  moreover,  only  water  or  air,  and 
are  without  living  cell-contents.  To  the  plant  they  serve  as  a 
capillary  apparatus,  by  which  the  water  may  be  carried  to  a 
place  of  need.  The  plants  are  devoid  of  cuticularized  parts  ; con- 
centrated sulphuric  acid  immediately  dissolves  the  entire  tissue  ; 
comparatively  the  most  resistant  are  the  middle-lamellce  and 
their  junction  “seams”  of  the  yellow-brown  outer  cells  of  the 
central  cylinder. 

The  leaf  expansion  is  ovate,  entire,  unilamellar,  and  consists,  as 
either  surf  ace- view  shows,  of  two  kinds  of  elements.  The  one  are 
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small,  clilorophyll-containing  (and  therefore  also  containing  proto- 
plasm and  nucleus),  living  cells;  andotliers  are  dead,  filled  with  air 
or  water,  provided  with  rings  or  with  spiral  bands  and  intermediate 
open  pores.  The  fact,  which  must  have  repeatedly  struck  us,  that 
dead  air-  or  wmter-containing  cells,  so  far  as  they  are  not  strongly 
thickened,  so  often  need  spiral  band,  rings,  or  network  as  tliick- 
ening  of  their  walls,  derives  explanation  from  the  circumstance  that 
the  said  cells  are  deprived  of  their  turgidity,  and  need  this  me- 
chanical apparatus  in  order  not  to  collapse  nor  be  crushed.  The 
green  cells  of  the  leaf-expansion  are  all  joined  together,  and  form 
a network  with  elegantly  winding  walls,  each  mesli  being  occupied 
by  one  of  the  empty  cells.  The  green  cells  serve  for  the  assimila- 
tion of  carbonic  acid  gas ; the  empty  cells  serve,  just  as  do  the 
corresponding  cells  of  the  outer  cortex  of  the  stem,  as  a capillary 
apparatus  for  the  supply  of  water.  Careful  observation  shows 
that  the  number  of  pores  diminishes  towards  the  edge  of  the  leaf, 
that  they  are  more  prevalent  on  the  under  side  of  the  leaf,  and 
stand  laterally  on  projecting  cell-walls.  The  edge  itself  of  the 
leaf  is  composed  of  the  narrow  green  cells,  and  adjoining  these  of  a 
single-rowed  “ seam  ” of  narrower  collapsed  elements  containing 
watery  contents,  and  slightly  thickened  on  the  outer  surface. 
Only  the,  end  surfaces  of  these  elements  appear  to  be  thickened 
more  strongly,  and  project  outwards  proportionally.  A midrib  is 
wanting  in  the  leaves,  just  as  is  a conducting  bundle  in  the  stem ; 
the  plants  are  in  this  respect,  therefore,  much  more  simply  con- 
structed than  Mnium ; more  complex  on  the  other  hand  as  to  the 
formation  of  a special  capillary  apparatus. 

The  tliallus  of  Marchantia  polymorpTia  [the  common  Liver-wort], 
so  widely  spread  upon  damp  ground  and  especially  in  damp 
green-houses  on  the  surfaces  of  the  flower-pots,  and  so  readily 
recognisable  by  its  bulbil  or  gemmae -cups,  and  ultimately  also  by 
its  more  rarely  produced  disk-like  or  umbrella-like  receptacles, 
shows  a tolerably  complicated  structure.  The  absence  of  cormo- 
phytic  development  does  not  therefore  necessarily  entail  simple 
anatomical  structure.  The  thallus  is  tough,  like  leather ; it 
branches  by  forking  (bifurcation)  of  its  apex,  which  lies  at  the 
base  of  the  apical  sinus  (or  depression).  If  the  shoot  has  forked 
shortly  before,  the  centre  of  the  previous  depression  is  occupied 
by  a lobe  of  the  thallus,  on  both  sides  of  which  the  apical  de- 
pressions lie.  Along  the  centre  of  each  shoot  projects,  on  its 
ventral  [under]  side,  an  indistiiictly  bounded  midrib.  From  this 
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proceed  outwards  and  forwards  obliquely  directed  striae  arching 
towards  the  margin  of  the  thallus.  At  some  distance  from  the 
apex  the  thallu,s  is  fixed  to  the  substratum  by  delicate  rhizoids 
springing  from  its  centre.  If  we  bring  the  thallus,  with  its 
ventral  side  turned  upwards,  under  a simple  microscope,  we  can 
determine,  by  the  aid  of  needles,  the  existence  of  scales  which 
arise  from  the  surface  of  the  thallus.  There  are  present  here 
three  different  forms  of  ventral  scales : marginal  scales,  which 
usually  extend  somewhat  over  the  edge  of  the  thallus,  and  have 
become  brown ; median  scales,  which  lie  in  the  middle  line,  and 
laminar  scales,  which  are  inserted  upon  the  thallus  on  both  sides 
of  the  middle  line,  can  also  be  wanting.  The  median  scales,  often 
purple-coloured,  alternate  with  one  another,  their  edges  overlap 
in  the  middle  line.  Together  with  median  or  laminar  scales,  or 
with  the  former  only,  arise  out  of  the  frond  fine  rhizoids,  which, 
covered  by  the  scales,  and  following  their  insertion,  attain  to  the 
mid-rib,  and  here  run  further  forwards  in  bundles.  It  is  the 
median  and  laminar  scales  which  produce  the  striation  on  the 
under  side  of  the  thallus,  which  we  have  already  observed  with 
the  naked  eye. 

If  we  examine  the  dorsal  [upper]  side  of  the  thallus  with  the 
lens,  this  appears  to  be  divided  into  small  diamond-shaped  areas. 
The  limits  of  the  areas  are  dark-green,  the  areas  themselves 
appear  more  grey.  In  the  middle  of  each  area  a dot-like  opening 
is  visible.  We  now  examine,  with  stronger  magnification,  a sec- 
tion which  is  taken  parallel  to  the  dorsal  side  of  the  thallus.  We 
see  that  the  outer  cells  of  the  dorsal  surface  are  polygonal,  firmly 
united  together,  and  contain  numerous  large  chlorophyll  granules. 
The  boundaries  of  the  areas  show  clearly ; each  area  has  its  centre 
occupied  by  a round  opening,  which  is  surrounded  usually  by  four 
narrow  cells  containing  no  chlorophyll,  and  curved  into  the  form 
of  a crescent  (Fig.  72,  A).  Where  the  section  is  somewhat  thicker, 
air  is  seen  to  be  collected  under  the  free  outer  surface  of  the  area. 
Into  this  air  space,  the  air-chamber,  project  chlorophyll-containing 
threads  of  cells.  The  walls  bounding  the  air-chamber  laterally 
are  constructed  of  closely- combined  cells.  These  walls  are  uni- 
te multi-lamellar ; their  cells  contain  chlorophyll.  Single  cells  of 
the  surface,  and  also  of  the  interior,  are  distinguished  by  a 
highly-refractive,  irregularly-outlined,  grape-like  body.  These 
bodies  in  the  younger  shoots  are  slightly  brownish,  in  older  aro 
coloured  brown,  contain  mostly  fat  oil,  and  form  the  so-called 
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oil-bodies  of  the  Liverworts.^  The  colls  which  contain  such  a body 
show  no  other  formative  contents.  Surface-sections  taken  from 
tlie  ventral  side  of  the  thallus  show  no  division  into  areas. 
The  cells  are  here  more  elongated  and  poorer  in  chlorophyll 
than  on  the  upper  side.  The  rhizoids  which  spring  from  the 
ventral  surface,  show  a double  structure.  They  are  more  slender, 
and  provided  with  peg-like  projections  into  the  interior,  or  thicker 
and  without  such  thickenings.  Those  with  the  peg-like  projec- 
tions arise  out  of  the  frond  as  far  as  the  median  or  laminar 
scales,  or  only  the  former,  extend.  They  lie  close  to  the  frond, 
and  follow  the  mid-rib  in  bundles,  covered  by  the  scales.  They 
serve,  perhaps,  the  purpose  of  stiffening  the  thallus. 


Fig.  72. — Marcliantia  poIymorpTio.  A,  an  air-opening  from  above.  B,  in  cross-section 
(x  240). 


The  slender  rhizoids  proceed  chiefly  from  the  midrib,  and  turn 
at  an  acute  angle  towards  the  substratum,  to  which  they  fix 
the  thallus.  At  their  apex  they  often  appear  sinuately  lobed,  at 
the  base  commonly  purple-coloured.  All  ventral  scales  are  uni- 
lamellar, the  median  consist  of  still  living  cells,  the  laminar  and 
marginal  scales  of  cells  which  quickly  die. — A cross-section  through 
the  thallus  shows  us  on  the  dorsal  surface  first  a zone  of  chloro- 
phyll-containing tissue.  The  interior  of  the  thallus  is  composed 
of  broader  cells,  almost  free  from  chlorophyll.  In  the  walls  of 
these  cells  stellate  broad  elliptic  pits  are  to  be  seen.  At  the  ven 
tral  surface  the  two  last  layers  of  cells  are  again  narrower,  flatter, 
rich  in  chlorophyll,  and  form  the  so-called  ventral  cortical  layer. 
Oil-bodies  are  scattered  through  the  entire  tissue.  Other  individual 
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cells  are  noticeable  from  their  size  and  highly  refractive  contents; 
these  are  the  mucilage-cells,  which  in  Marchantia  are  feebly,  but 
in  other  Marchantiaceoe  are  more  strongly,  represented. — A closer 
study  of  the  outer  layers,  rich  in  chlorophyll,  of  the  dorsal  surface, 
completes  the  conception  which  we  had  obtained  from  the  surface- 
view.  Outermost  we  see  a single  layer  of  flat  cells,  which  pro- 
ceed from  the  walls  bounding  the  air-chamber  laterally,  free  over 
the  chamber.  In  the  midst  of  the  free  outer  wall  is  found  the 
air-opaning  [the  so-called  stoma],  which  is  surrounded  by  several, 
from  four  to  eight,  tiers  of  cells  (Fig.  72,  B).  The  opening  is 
narrowed  at  its  upper  and  under  apertures,  especially  at  this 
latter,  and  therefore  shows  with  a barrel-shaped  form.  The  cells 
of  the  uppermost  stage  are  prolonged  into  a membranous  border. 
As  the  air  is  very  strongly  retained  in  the  air-opening,  and  the 
structure  is  thereby  made  indistinct,  it  is  desirable  previously 
to  pump  the  air  out  of  the  preparation.  Into  the  air-chamber 
project  from  below  threads  of  cells,  two  or  three  cells  long,  and  now 
and  again  branched.  These  threads  are  especially  rich  in  chloro- 
phyll ; they  arise  from  the  flat  cell-layer  next  below,  which  is 
poor  in  chlorophyll.  On  the  ventral  side  of  the  thallus  we  see 
on  the  midrib  the  lateral,  alternate  overlapping  of  the  median 
scales.  Between  the  scales  lie  the  cross-sections  of  the  bundle  of 
rhizoids.  Median  longitudinal  sections  show  the  insertion  alike 
of  the  stronger  ordinary  rhizoids,  turning  off  at  once  from  the 
thallus,  and  the  “ pegged  ” rhizoids  overlying  the  midrib. 

A very  -simply  constructed,  and  in  many  respects  very  instruc- 
tive, thallus  is  that  of  Metzgeria  furcata.^  This  inconspicuous 
plant  is  met  with  on  the  cortex  of  leafy  trees  [is  cosmopolitan,  and 
very  variable].  The  thallus  is  riband-like,  bright-green,  bifurcate, 
and  traversed  by  a midrib  visible  even  with  the  naked  eye.  Apart 
from  this  midrib,  the  thallus  is  unilamellar,  as  can  be  readily 
proved  under  the  microscope.  It  consists  of  polygonal  cells, 
richly  provided  with  elongated  chlorophyll  grains.  The  narrow 
midrib  projects  from  the  ventral  [under]  surface  much  more 
strongly  than  from  the  dorsal  [upper]  surface.  It  consists, 
passing  from  above  downwards  (as  can  be  readily  proved  by  focus- 
sing to  different  depths),  of  broad,  slightly  elongated,  then  of 
narrow,  elongated,  and  finally  again  of  broader  cells.  The  two 
outer  layers  of  cells  contain  chlorophyll,  the  inner,  on  the  other 
hand,  do  not.  At  the  growing-point  arise,  from  the  ventral  surface 
of  the  midrib,  some  rather  short  club-shaped  hairs,  at  their  for- 
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ward  end  filled  with  higlily  refractive  contents.  From  older  parts 
of  tlie  midrib,  and  also  from  the  marginal  cells  oE  the  thallus,  arise 
bristles,  which,  under  favourable  circumstances,  can  at  their 
extremity  give  rise  to  a lobed  suctorial  disk,  and  then  functionate 
as  rhizoids.  These  bristles  always  stand  at  the  hinder  end  of  the 
cell  (^^e.,  most  removed  from  the  growing  point),  from  which  they 
are  cut  off  by  a curved  partition  wall,  which  does  not  pass  through 
the  entire  height  of  the  cell  in  question,  but  only  cuts  off  a corner 
or  angle  from  it.  As  the  cross-section  shows,  the  inner  cells 
of  the  midrib  are  distinguished  by  somewhat  more  strongly 


Fig.  73.— Apex  of  ashootof  Metzgeriafurcata.  t,  Apical  cell ; si  -sVii.  successive  segments ; 
mi.  marginal  cell  of  the  first,  mii.  of  the  second  grade  ; pi  surface-cell  of  the  first  grade ; ii, 
inner  cells  of  the  midrib  ; c,  club-shaped  hairs.  The  figure  drawn  by  focussing  into  the 
inner  cells  of  the  midrib  ( x 540 ) . 

thickened  glancing  white  walls,  appearing  almost  collenchymatous 
[c/.  footnote  to  Folytrichum,  p.  192].  In  the  most  instructive  and 
easy  manner  the  processes  of  division  in  the  growing  point  of 
Metzgeria  can  be  followed.®  The  growing  a]3ex  of  Metzgeria 
shows  a comparatively  slight  depression.  The  base  of  this  apical 
sinus,  close  up  to  the  place  where  the  midrib  commences,  is 
occupied  by  the  apical  cell.  We  examine  it  from  the  dorsal  sur- 
face of  the  thallus,  in  order  not  to  be  disturbed  bv  the  club- 
shaped  hairs.  The  apical  cell  is  wedge-shaped  (Fig.  73,  t).  It 
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has  the  form  of  an  isosceles  triangle,  with  the  base  directed 
forwards  (outwards),  and  usually  somewhat  convex,  and  slightly 
arched  side-walls.  It  divides  by  walls  which  are  parallel  with 
its  side- walls,  and,  thus  developing,  gives  off  segments  right  and 
left  (s),  and  therefore  all  lying  in  one  plane. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  XVIII. 

^ Compare  P.  G-.  Lorentz,  Jahrb.  f.  wiss.  Bot.  Bd.  VI.,  1867-8,  p.  363  ; 
Goebel,  Gmndriss  der  systeinatischen  und  speciellen  PJlanzenmorphologie,  1882, 
p.  184  (for  the  literature  see  also  on  p.  179) ; recently  also  G.  Fritsche, 
Ber.  d.  deutsch.  hot.  Gesell,  I.  Jahrg.  p.  83;  Haherlandt,  ditto,  p.  263;  and 
Oltmanns,  in  Cohn’s  Beitr.  zur  Biol.  Bd.  IV.  p.  1. 

2 Compare  Leitgeb,  Untersuch.  uh.  die  Lehermoose,  VI.  Heft,  1881,  where  the 
other  literature  is  to  be  found. 

^ Pfeffer,  Die  Oelkorper  der  Lehermoose,  Flora,  1874,  No.  2. 

♦ Voigt,  Beitrag  zur  vergl.  Anat.  der  Marcliantien,  Bot.  Zeit.  1879.  Col.  729. 

6 Compare  Leitgeb,  Unters.  iih.  die  Lehermoose,  Heft.  III.,  p.  34,  where  also  is 
the  other  literature. 

® Compare  Kny,  Jahrh.  f.  wiss.  Bot.  Bd.  IV.,  p.  85. 
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VEGETATIVE  STRUCTURE  OF  THALLOPIIYTES. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

VEGETATIVE  STRUCTUKE  OF  FUNGI,  LICHENS,  AND  ALG^. 

STAINING  THE  CELL-CONTENTS. 

Material  Wanted. 

Mushroom  {Agaricus  campestris).  Fresh. 

A Lichen,  such  as  Parmelia  (Anaptychia)  ciliaris,  common  on  trees. 

Fresh. 

Fucus  vesiculosus  (Brown  sea-weed).  In  alcohol. 

Chara  fragilis,  or  Nitella*  Fresh. 

Cladopliora  glomerata.*  A common  fresh- water  Alga.  Fresh. 

Spirogyra  majuscula,*  or  other  similar  species.  Fresh. 

The  vegetative  organs  of  the  Fung^  consist,  apart  from  a number 
of  the  simplest  forms,  of  elongated,  thread-like,  more  or  less 
copiously  branched  elements,  the  HyphaB.  These  are  either  with- 
out partition  walls  [unseptate],  unicellular  throughout  their 
entire  body;  or,  by  means  of  partition  walls  [septa],  seg- 
mented into  a number  of  consecutive  cells.  Moreover,  the  most 
massive  fungal  structure  is  composed  of  such  hyphae,  then  very 
much  interwoven  with  one  another.  The  hyphge  can  indeed,  in 
many  cases,  become  so  firmly  united,  side  by  side,  that  a tissue  is 
produced,  which,  as  pseudo-parenchyma,  delusively  imitates  the 
appearance  of  the  parenchymatous  tissue  of  the  higher  plants. 
The  pseudo-parenchyma,  however,  is  a product  of  the  union  of 
cell-threads,  and  not  the  result  of  cell- division  taking  place  in 
three  planes.  In  order  to  inform  ourselves  about  this  kind  of 
structure,  we  take  the  fruiting  body  of  a hymenomycetous  fungus 
as  subject  for  investigation.  We  choose  the  spore-producing 
body  of  the  Mushroom  Agaricus  campestris,  because  the  fungus 
can  now  be  obtained  at  any  season  of  the  year,  and  shows,  besides, 
a comparatively  simple  structure.  We  prepare  first  a delicate 
longitudinal  section,  from  the  stalk  of  a fully-developed  speci- 
men. We  recognise  clearly  a structure  of  longitudinally  disposed 
hyphoe,  and  can  readily  tear  the  section  in  longitudinal  direction 

• This,  and  many  other  Algje,  etc.,  can  usually  be  obtained  fi'om  T.  Bolton, 
Jlewhall  Street,  Birmingbam.  [En.] 
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with  the  needles.  The  hyphse  are  directed  more  or  less  parallel 
to  one  another ; single  ones  run  obliquely  between  the  others. 
Each  hypha  forms  a cell-thread,  which  is  branched  here  and 
there  by  the  formation  of  side-branches.  These  arise  either  close 
under  a partition-wall,  or  else  lower  down  on  the  side  surface. 
Here  and  there  we  come  across  a “ blind  ” end  of  a branch.  The 
cells  of  neighbouring  hyphge  not  infrequently  appear  connected 
by  a horizontal  branch,  and  openly  communicate  with  one  another. 
In  the  periphery  of  the  stalk  the  hyphse  are  narrower,  and  at 
the  same  time  more  closely  pressed  together ; just  under  the 
surface  the  walls  become  brown,  and  their  cavities  more  or  less 
completely  collapse.  Towards  the  middle  of  the  stalk  likewise 
the  hyphee  become  smaller,  but  their  texture  much  looser,  and, 
at  the  same  time  also,  their  course  quite  irregular ; great  masses 
of  air  here  fill  up  the  interspaces  between  the  hyphae.  So  long 
as  the  destructive  influence  of  water  has  not  made  itself  felt  upon 
the  contents  of  the  hypho3,  very  little  of  these  contents  is  to  be 
noticed  ; only  at  the  cross-walls  does  it  show,  here  and  there, 
more  markedly  collected.  Later  on  large  vacuoles  begin  to  form 
in  the  cells.  Here  and  there  small  crystals  are  met  with  in  the 
cells. 

The  cross-section  of  the  stalk  has  a parenchymatous  appearance, 
which  is  only  lost  in  the  middle  parts  of  the  section,  where  the 
hypha3  also  offer  their  side  views.  This  pseudo-parenchymatous 
tissue  appears  as  if  composed  of  unequal,  irregular  polygonal 
cells,  which  leave  between  them  more  or  less 
numerous  inter-cellular  spaces  and  gaps  (Fig. 

74).  On  careful  examination  of  the  section, 
we  notice  close  in  the  middle  of  many  cells  a 
refractive  point  (cf.  the  figure).  The  section 
has  here  grazed  a cross-wall,  and  the  middle 
point  shows  the  position  of  a pit,  which  is 
clothed,  on  either  side  of  the  partition  wall, 
with  a small  collection  of  a highly  refractive 
substance.  Such  pits  in  the  centre  of  the 
cross- wall  are  universally  distributed  amongst 
Basidiomycetes  and  Ascomycetes”.  The  cells 
of  the  hyphae  contain  in  the  peripheral  proto- 
plasm, numerous  very  small  nuclei,  which, 
however,  are  not  easy  to  see,  and  the  method  of  identification  of 
which  we  shall  postpone. 


pestris.  Part  of  a cross- 
section  through  the  stalk. 
In  two  hyphge  the  section 
has  grazed  the  cross- 
walls  ; a central  point  can 
be  seen  upon  them  (x 
540). 
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Upon  the  structure  of  the  stratum  (thallus)  of  Lichens,  we 
shall  best  obtain  information  by  jUiapiychia  {Parmelia)  ciliaris^ 
universally  distributed  on  tree  stems.  The  thallus  itself  is  erect, 
leaf-like,  and  shrubby  [foliaceous-fruticose]  ; on  the  dorsal  [upper] 
surface,  grey-green  to  bright  green ; on  the  ventral  [under]  surface 
grey.  From  the  edges  of  the  thallus  arise  stiff  cilia,  which  often 
become  lobed  at  their  ends,  and,  where  they  extend  to  the  sub- 
stratum, adhere  to  it.  We  hold  a piece  of  the  thallus  between  two 
pieces  of  elder-pith,  and  cut  cross-sections  through  it.  By  a 
sufficiently  strong  magnification,  we  see  that  the  thallus  consists, 
on  its  dorsal  surface,  of  closely  interwoven,  thick- walled  hyphae. 
These  form  the  so-called  rind,  or  cortical  layer.  Passing  further 
inwards,  the  curves  of  the  hyphae  separate  from  one  another,  in 
order  to  form  the  looser  central  layer.  We  can  readily  decide 
that  the  h}’y)hae  are  long  sacs,  branched  from  time  to  time,  and 
divided  by  cross-walls.  At  the  limits  of  rind  and  central  tissue 
lie  scattered  comparatively  large,  green,  globular  cells,  the  Gonidia. 
They  correspond  with  the  alga  Cystococcus  humicola  [ = Gliloro^ 
coccum  kumicolunii].  The  hyphae  fit  closely  to  the  gonidia,  and 
carry  to  them  the  crude  sap,  for  which  they  receive  in  return  a 
porl^on  of  the  substances  assimilated  in  the  gonidia.  There  exists 
here  a symbiosis,  a conjoint  existence  of  fungus  and  alga,  which 
is  based  upon  reciprocal  service.  At  the  under  surface  of  the 
thallus  of  Anaptycliia  the  fungal  hyphae  again  interlace  more 
closely,  so  as  to  form  a kind  of  under  rind;  or  this  closer  combina- 
tion does  not  exist,  and  the  looser  central  tissue  extends  to  the 
ventral  surface.  This  latter  is  in  general  the  case.  At  the  edges 
of  the  thallus,  however,  the  rind  of  the  dorsal  surface,  in  all 
cases,  extends  underneath  to  the  ventral  side.  From  these  edges 
arise,  as  we  have  already  determined  macroscopically,  the  fixing 
cilia  (rhizines),  which  now  can  be  made  out  to  consist  of  parallel 
closely-combined  hyphae.  The  walls  of  these  hyphae  have  a 
brownish  colour.  At  their  base  the  threads  often  fork.  In  other 
Lichens  the  rhizines  are  apt  to  spring  mostly  from  the  ventral 
surface  of  the  thallus.  Chlorzinc  iodine  stains  the  walls  of  the 
gonidia  immediately  a beautiful  blue,  while  the  hyphae  only 
appear  yellow  to  yellow-brown,  showing  the  reactions  cf  the 
so-called  fungal  cellulose. . 

In  Anaptychia  ciliaris  we  have  a Lichen  with  what  is  called  a 
layered  or  heteromerous  thallus,  so  called  because  the  gonidia 
form  a special  layer  in  the  thallus.  In  more  lowly  organized 
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lichens  the  thallus  is  homoiomerous,  <.e.,  the  gonidia  are  distributed 
through  the  whole  tissue.  To  the  last  belong  also  the  Gelatinous 
lichens,  in  which  the  goiiidia  lie  in  a translucent  jelly,  which  is 
penetrated  by  the  hyphee  of  the  fungus.  Moreover,  the  Algae, 
which  take  part  in  the  formation  of  the  lichen-thallus,  differ 
according  to  their  species,  are  coloured  green  or  blue-green,  but 
belong  almost  exclusively  to  the  lowest  divisions  of  the  Algae. 

The  thallus  of  the  Algae  shows  a wide  structural  range  of  varia- 
tion ; from  a very  simple  to  relatively  complicated  structure.  As 
an  example  of  the  latter,  we  will  take  the  olive-green  or  brown  sea- 
weed, Fucus  vesiculosus,  known  as  the  “bladder  wrack,”  and  which 
is  so  common  around  our  coasts.  This  Fucus  is,  in  its  younger 
parts,  flat,  leaf-like,  traversed  by  a midrib,  which  projects  on  both 
sides,  and  forks  more  or  less  regularly  in  the  plane  of  the  leaf-like 
expansion.  It  usually  bears  bladdery  swellings,  often  situated  in 
pairs  one  on  either  side  of  the  midrib  as  well  as  singly  at  the  base 
of  the  bifurcations ; these  bladders  are  sometimes  wanting.  In 
the  older  parts  the  leaf-like  expansion  of  the  thallus  is  gradually 
disorganised,  and  finally  is  reduced  to  the  considerably  thickened 
midrib,  which  in  section  has  become  elliptic,  and  suggests  a stem. 
The  stem  ends  below  with  a rounded  attaching  disk.  Se-^eral 
stems  may  arise  from  a common  base.  From  the  older  parts  of  the 
thallus,  especially  from  its  edges,  numerous  adventitious  shoots  can 
often  arise.  The  growing  points  of  the  thallus  lie  at  the  apices  of 
the  twigs,  in  cleft-like  depressions,  the  direction  of  which  corre- 
sponds with  the  plane  of  the  leaf-like  expansion,  and  which  can  be 
readily  recognised  with  the  lens.  Some  of  the  apices  may  be  seen 
to  be  double,  from  equal  forking,  or  dichotomy,  but  quickly  one 
fork  surpasses  the  other,  the  latter  becomes  pressed  to  one  side, 
and  appears  as  if  laterally  developed.  For  anatomical  investigation 
alcohol  material  is  almost  as  well  suited  as  when  fresh ; but  fresh 
material  can  be  sent  for  great  distances  without  injury,  when 
packed  in  cases  without  water.  In  what  follows,  therefore,  we  will 
concern  ourselves  preferably  with  alcohol  material,  as  this  permits 
section-cutting  much  more  readily.  In  fresh  material  the  swelling 
of  the  tissue  between  the  outer  and  inner  layers  of  the  thallus  is  so 
strong  that  it  produces  great  contortion  o:*^  the  sections.  The  outer 
layer  is  in  positive,  the  inner  in  negative  tension  ; that  is,  the  outer 
layers  are  compressed  by  the  inner  layers,  and  the  latter  stretched 
by  the  outer.  Therefore  in  the  sections  the  outer  layers  lengthen 
and  the  inner  layers  shorten,  and  the  sections  twist.  Prepara- 
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tions  made  from  fresh  material  must  be  examined  in  sea-water, 
since  they  swell  strongly  in  fresh-water;  alcohol  material,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  lay  a few  days  previously  in  a mixture  of  equal 
parts  alcohol  and  glycerine,  and  examine  it  in  the  same.  We  pre- 
pare surface  sections,  parallel  to  the  surface  of  thethallus,  through 
the  midrib  and  the  wings,  (and,  if  we  wish  to  see  only  the  primary 
tissue,  at  not  too  great  a distance  from  the  growing  point.)  besides 
cross  and  longitudinal  sections  through  different  regions.  The 
entire  surface  of  the  frond  shows,  in  surface  sections,  rectangular 
to  polygonal  cells,  which  are  arranged  more  or  less  clearly  in 
longitudinal  rows,  often  displaced  by  supplementary  divisions.  In 
cross  and  longitudinal  sections  these  cells  appear  prismatic,  and 
elongated  perpendicularly  to  the  surface.  They  are  clearly  distin- 
guishable from  the  layer  of  tissue  which  lies  next  below,  and  we 
%vill  distinguish  them  as  the  outer  or  epidermoid  layer.  The  cells 
of  this  outer  layer  are  closely  filled  with  olive-coloured  chromato- 
phores.  The  chromatophores  have  the  form  of  rounded  grains,  or 
are  become  polygonal  by  lateral  pressure,  and  contain  the  charac- 
teristic colouring  matter  of  the  Fucaceee,  phseophyll.  To  the  outer 
layer  succeed  elements  with  wide  cavities,  which  in  cross-section 
appear  approximately  polygonal,  but,  as  the  longitudinal  section 
shows,  gradually  increase  in  length  as  we  pass  further  into  the 
thallus.  They  contain  larger  chromatophores,  which  however  are 
not  so  crowded  as  in  the  outer  layer,  and  therefore  can  be  more 
readily  observed.  We  include  these  cells,  together  with  the  outer 
layer,  as  cortex.  The  cortical  cells  are  connected  together  by  pits 
with  a porous  closing  membrane.  The  innermost  layer  of  the 
cortical  cells  bears  to  the  midrib  the  character  of  a thickening 
layer,  which  commences  its  activity  at  some  little  distance  from 
the  growing  point. — By  surface-sections  below  the  cortex,  and  by 
suitable  longitudinal  sections,  we  determine  that  the  interior  of  the 
midrib  consists  of  a tissue  of  longitudinally  elongated  cells,  running- 
parallel  to  one  another  and  to  the  long  axis  of  the  frond,  and 
which  are  connected  together  into  threads.  Laterally,  these  cells 
communicate  by  broad  pits,  and  in  part  also  by  short  prolongations. 
In  the  longitudinal  direction,  the  cells  of  the  threads  are  only 
separated  by  delicate  partition  walls,  which  are  clearly  interrupted 
in  a sieve-like  fashion.  A similar  structure  is  shown  by  the  par- 
tition walls  inside  the  lateral  prolongations,  and  by  the  closing 
membranes  of  the  pits.  The  threads  are  separated  laterally  by 
an  intercellular  jelly,  which  has  arisen  from  the  swelling  of  the 
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middle  laniellce  and  outer  thickening  layers  of  the  longitudinal 
walls  of  the  cells.  The  “ pith”  of  the  midrib  passes  over  laterally 
into  the  “packing'  tissue”  of  the  two  wings,  and  this  appears  as  a 
looser  network  of  irregularly  disposed  cells,  consti-ucted  much  as 
in  the  pith.  Here  also  the  partition  walls  in  the  cell-threads  and 
the  lateral  connections  are  thin  and  with  sieve-like  interruptions, 
while  the  longitudinal  walls  have  produced  a still  more  abundant 
jelly  than  in  the  midrib.  The  contents  of  the  cells  of  the  pith  and 
of  the  packing  tissue  are  poor  in  chromatophores,  but  on  the  other 
hand  are  often  rich  in  highly  refractive  g-ranules,  which  cannot  be 
removed  by  alcohol,  but  can  by  ether,  which  become  brown  in 
osmic  acid,  and  therefore  are  recognised  as  fat  oil.  In  each  cell  a 
nucleus  can  be  made  out.  Hot  infrequently  the  protoplasmic  cell- 
contents  take  on  a chambered  structure  in  the  water  in  which  we 
investigate  them.  With  the  addition  of  iodine,  the  cell-contents, 
excluding  the  oil-drops,  colour  yellow-brown,  the  nuclei  are  usually 
easily  visible  ; a starch  reaction  is  found  nowhere,  and  the  oil  here 
no  doubt  replaces  the  missing  starch.  The  whole  distribution  of 
the  tissues  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  processes  of  assimi- 
lation are  localised  in  the  cells  of  the  cortex,  while  the  cells  of  the 
pith  and  the  packing  tissue  furnish  the  conducting  system.  If  we 
treat  the  sections  with  chlorzinc-iodine,  or  with  iodine  and  sul- 
phuric acid,  we  obtain  in  either  case,  but  especially  with  the  latter, 
a blue  coloration  of  the  walls.  The  firmer  membrane  immedi- 
ately surrounding  the  cell-cavity  colours  deeply,  le.ss  deeply  the 
more  distant ; in  the  lowest  tissue,  filling  the  wings  of  the  thallus, 
the  coloration  of  the  jelly  tends  to  be  entii*ely  lost.  The  parts  of 
the  membrane  around  the  cell-cavities  show  distinct  lamination. 
If  we  allow  hsematoxylin  solution  to  act  upon  the  section,  the 
layers  around  the  cell-cavities  stain  an  intense  deep  violet,  the 
whole  jelly  takes  a bright  violet  tone  and  becomes  everywhere 
readily  visible. 

Even  with  the  naked  eye  Ave  observed  that  the  thallus  in  its 
older  parts  is  reduced  to  a midrib  swollen  into  a strong  stem.  The 
growth  in  thickness  which  brings  about  the  development  of  this 
stem  out  of  a midrib  takes  place  in  the  innermost  layers  of  the 
cortex.  The  cells  of  these  layers  develop  from  their  lower  end 
sac-like  prolongations,  which,  dividing  by  cross-walls,  and  branching 
from  time  to  time,  grow  downwards  in  the  jelly  between  the 
threads  of  the  pith.  Only  here  and  there  one  of  these  thickening 
threads  groAVS  into  the  packing  tissue  of  the  wings.  Longi- 
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tudinal  sections  through  the  neighbourhood  where  noticeable 
increase  of  thickness  of  the  midrib  begins,  shows  ns  these 
phenomena  without  any  difficulty.  If  we  examine  the  cross-section 
of  the  deeper  parts  of  the  stem,  we  find  it  constructed  internally 
of  sparsely  scattered  cells,  with  wide  cavity  and  brownish  contents, 
and  in  between  these  by  numerous  closely  pressed  cells,  with 
narrow  cavity  and  greenish  contents.  The  former  are  the  original 
threads  of  the  pith,  which  serve  for  food  conduction  ; the  latter 
are  those  which  have  been  intruded  in  growth  in  thickness,  and 
have  to  sustain  mechanical  functions.  The  threads  originally 
present  have  been  pressed  apart  from  one  another  by  those  formed 
later.  The  base  of  the  stem  and  the  attaching  disk  are,  in  fully 
developed  specimens,  exclusively  composed  of  these  mechanical 
threads.  In  the  outer  part  of  the  stem  the  tissue  has  also  under- 
gone a change.  The  cells  of  the  outer  layer  have  become  brown, 
are  dead,  and  are  gradually  cast  off.  The  second  layer  of  the 
cortex  has  begun  to  divide  by  periclinal  walls.  We  find  therefore 
in  the  exterior  parts  of  the  stem  radially  arranged  rows  of  cells, 
and  this,  in  stronger  stems,  to  a not  inconsiderable  degree.  The 
wings  of  the  thallus  gradually  die  up  to  the  midrib,  while  the 
growing  cortical  layer  in  the  periphery  of  the  stem  gradually 
closes  together. 

If  the  thallus  is  held  up  to  the  light  and  observed  with  a lens, 
we  notice  a number  of,  as  a rule,  irregularly  scattered  dots, 
which  are  wanting  only  over  the  veins  and  midribs.  Even  with 
the  naked  eye  these  dots  appear  as  protuberances.  On  surface 
sections  each  appears  as  a round  opening,  surrounded  by  a pro- 
jecting rim,  and  out  of  which  a tuft  of  long  hairs  projects.  They 
are  pits,  no  doubt  allied  to  the  conceptacles  which  we  shall  study 
hereafter  in  considering  the  sexual  processes,  and  which  we  will 
call  now  sterile  conceptacles.  If  we  prepare  a cross  or  longitu- 
dinal section  through  such,  it  appears  as  a flask-shaped  hollow. 
The  hollow  is  surrounded  by  the  cells  of  the  inner  cortex.  From 
the  cells  at  the  base  of  the  hollow  arise  long  threads,  composed 
of  elongated  cells,  which  project  from  the  mouth  of  the  sterile 
conceptacle.  It  is  quite  possible  that  these  hairs  facilitate  the 
absorption  of  nutrient  materials  from  the  surrounding  water. 
In  sections  through  older  parts  of  the  thallus,  we  can  find,  between 
the  long  hairs  in  the  pits,  also  bundles  of  shorter-celled  hairs, 
which  do  not  reach  to  the  mouth  of  the  pit.  If,  lastly,  still  older 
parts  are  examined,  where  the  pits  present  themselves  as  brown 
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spots,  we  find  the  outer  parts  of  the  long’  hairs  destroyed,  and  the 
opening  of  the  pits  closed  by  the  basal  parts  of  these  hairs,  by 
the  short  hairs,  and  by  a brownish  mucilage. 

Sections  which  are  taken  through  a young  bladder  of  the  thallus, 
show  its  interior  filled  with  a plexus  of  the  same  threads  which 
we  found  in  the  wings  of  the  thallus.  Scattered  in  the  jelly 
between  the  threads  are  bubbles  of  gas,  which  sometimes  tear  the 
loose  tissue  and  form  large  air-chambers.  The  older  bladders  are 
quite  hollow,  filled  with  air,  remnants  of  the  threads  of  cells  being 
found  on  the  wall.  This  latter  is  covered  by  the  outer  layer,  and 
shows  a thick  cortex,  arisen  from  the  tangential  division  of  the 
other  cortical  cells. 

The  small  but  widely  distributed  family  of  the  Characeae  (or 
Stoneworts)  occupies  a well-nigh  isolated  position  in  the  Vegetable 
System,  but  can  best  be  included  amongst  the  green  Algse.  They 
are  characterised  by  a remarkable  vegetative  structure,  and,  as 
we  shall  see  hereafter,  by  a still  more  remarkable  structure  of  the 
sexual  organs.  They  are  not  at  all  uncommonly  found  growing 
at  the  bottom  of  ponds  and  streams,  and  in  bog  holes,  forming 
long  dense  tufts  of  green  thread-like  stems,  rooted  in  the  mud  by 
means  of  delicate  hairs,  or  rhizoids. — The  stoneworts  are  divided 
into  two  genera,  Nitella  and  Chara,  distinguished  for  our  present 
purpose  by  differences  in  the  structure  of  the  stem.  As  the  more 
simply  organised,  we  may  commence  our  study  with  Nitella.  The 
slender  axis  examined  with  the  naked  eye  is  seen  to  be  segmented, 
long  bare  segments  alternating  with  whorls  of  appendages.  The 
former  are  the  internodes,  the  latter  arise  from  the  nodes.  We 
have  here  therefore  an  apparent  approach  to  the  condition  of 
affairs  met  with  in  the  flowering  plants  already  studied.  Each 
internode  consists  of  a single  very  elongated  cylindrical  cell.  The 
principal  characteristics  of  this  internodal  cell  we  have  already- 
examined  (see  p.  37).  It  possesses  a firm,  well-developed,  tran- 
sparent cell-wall ; underlying  this  is  a lining  layer  of  protoplasm, 
in  which  are  embedded  innumerable  regularly  arranged  chloro- 
phyll-bodies, with  thin  layers  of  protoplasm  between  them.  Within 
the  stationary  layer  is  a layer  of  protoplasm  in  the  active  streaming 
movement  known  as  rotation.  The  general  cavity  of  the  cell  is 
filled  with  cell-sap.  The  neutral  lines  will  be  readily  visible; 
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these,  and  the  lines  of  chlorophyll-bodies  pass  spirally  along  the 
cell.  The  node  consists  of  a single  disk-like  cell,  on  the  edges  of 
which  are  borne  appendages  (“  leaves,”  or  “ branches  ”),  likewise 
consisting:  each  of  a thread  of  cells.  From  the  lowermost  nodes 

o 

arise  long,  often  branched  rhizoids,  divided  by  oblique  partition 
walls.  As  we  pass  higher  up  the  stem  the  internodes  become 
progressively  shorter,  and  the  nodes  and  their  appendages  there- 
fore nearer  together,  until  at  the  summit  they  are  crowded  together 
into  a terminal  bud.  Dissect  out  this  bud  under  the  microscope 
by  means  of  needles.  This  is  best  done  from  materials  laid  for 
Prom  12  to  24  hours  in  a 1 p.  c.  watery  solution  of  chromic  acid. 
The  bud  is  laid  upon  a slide,  and  with  needles  the  lowest  portions 
are  successively  removed  so  long  as  it  appears  safe  to  do  so. 
These  portions  are  then  removed  out  of  the  way,  a small  drop  of 
glycerine  added  to  the  specimen,  the  cover-glass  laid  on,  and  by 
gentle  pressure  with  the  needles  upon  the  cover-glass,  while 
observing  through  the  microscope,  the  bud  slightly  crushed.  It 
is  probable  that  the  bud  will  open,  and  expose  its  apical  structure. 
At  the  apex  is  seen  a single  hemispherical  cell,  the  apical  cell,  in 
which  is  visible  a well-defined  protoplasmic  body,  and  a rather 
irregularly  shaped  nucleus.  In  some  cases  two  nuclei  will  be 
seen,  placed  one  nearer  the  flat  side  of  the  cell,  and  the  other 
nearer  the  free  apex;  such  a cell  is  about  to  divide.  The  dividing 
wall  is  formed  parallel  to  the  flat  wall  of  the  apical  cell.  In  this 
way  cells  are  cut  off  from  the  apical  cell.  The  cell  which  resulted 
from  the  previous  division  will  be  seen  adjoining  the  flat  wall. 
Tracing  back  from  the  apical  cell,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cells 
become  alternately  nodal  and  internodal  cells. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  Chara,  selecting  for  the  purpose  the  widely 
spread  G.  fragilis.  Externally  this  plant  resembles  Nitella,  but  it 
will  be  seen  upon  examination  that  the  internodal  cells,  instead  of 
being  naked,  are  covered  with  a layer  of  cells  which  we  call  the 
cortex,  consisting  of  slender  cells  which  are  themselves  divided 
into  cell-rows.  Similarly,  the  nodes  are  flat  disks  of  cells,  of 
which  the  external  ones  give  rise  to  the  whorls  of  appendages 
and  also  to  the  cortical  cells.  Rhizoids  arise  from  the  lower 
nodes,  as  in  Nitella.  The  leaves  are  segmented  like  the  stem,  and 
from  their  lower  nodes  produce  leaflets.  The  terminal  cell  of  the 
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leaf  has  no  cortex,  and  in  it  the  general  features  of  the  internodal 
cell  of  Nitella  are  repeated.  The  bud  resembles  that  of  NiteUa,  ex- 
cepting that  the  nodal  cells  undergo  early  segmentation  by  vertical 
walls,  so  as  to  produce  a disk  consisting  of  a central  and  a layer  of 
external  cells,  these  latter  growing  out  in  such  fashion  as  to  over- 
lap the  undivided  internodal  cells,  and,  by 
subsequent  division,  produce  the  cortex. 

The  Cladophorese^  present  themselves 
to  us  as  abundantly  branched  green 
threads,  whose  segments  decrease  in 
thickness  with  the  grade  of  the  branch- 
ing. They  are  the  most  widely  dis- 
tributed of  all  fresh-water  algo3,  and  any 
species  is  suited  for  examination.  The 
determination  of  species  is,  however, 
very  uncertain  in  this  genus.  We  select 
a dark-green,  undulating,  tuft-forming 
Cladophora  glomerata  for  further  examin- 
ation. This  is  corymbosely  branched, 
the  side- shoots  arising,  as  in  all  other 
Cladophoreae.  from  the  upper  end  of  the 
constituent  cells.  The  branching  pro- 
ceeds acropetally,  so  that  the-  end  cells 
of  the  branches  act^as  ajoical  cells.  Sub- 
sequently branches  arise  also  from  the 
older  segments,  producing  what  we  may 
call  adventitious  shoots.  With  sufficiently 


strong  magnification,  the  green  peri- 
pheral protoplasmic  layer  of  the  cells 
shows  to  be  composed  of  small  polygonal 
plates,  the  chromatophores  (Fig.  75,  ch), 
separated  by  delicate  colourless  lines. 

In  each  plate  more  or  less  numerous 
pale  grains  (of  starch)  can  be  seen  ; be- 
sides these,  in  some  plates,  lie  comjDara- 
tively  large,  more  or  less  regularly 
globular  bodies,  more  strongly  refractive,  which  are  generally 
known  as  amylum-bodies,  and  more  recently  as  pyrenoids"*  (p), 
and  in  which  an  inner  grain  is  more  or  less  clearly  distinguishable 
from  an  outer  layer.  The  cells  are  seen  to  be  filled  internally  with 


Fig.  75.  — Cladophora  glome- 
rata.  A cell  of  a thread  from  a 
chromic-carmine  preparation, 
n,  a nucleus ; ch,  chromato- 
phores (colour-bodies)  ; nniy- 
lum-bodies(pyrenoids);  a,  starch 
grains  (x  540). 
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cell-sap,  wliich  is  traversed  bj  colourless,  exceedingly  thin  proto- 
plasmic plates,  which,  proceeding  from  the  peripheral  layer,  divide 
the  cell  cavity  into  irregular,  unequal,  polygonal  chambers.  Here 
and  there  chromatophores  [colour-bodies]  can  be  seen  in  the 
inner  protoplasmic  plates.  By  focussing  so  as  to  get  an  optical 
section,  it  will  be  seen  that  colourless  protoplasmic  balls  here 
and  there  project  from  the  peripheral  protoplasm  into  the  cavity 
of  the  cell.  These  are  the  nuclei,  in  which,  in  especially  favour- 
able situations,  a nucleolus  can  also  be  distinguished.  In  Glado- 
phora,  as  is  clearly  proved  by  this  examination,  we  have  to  do 
with  multinuclear  cells.  If  now  the  preparation  is  somewhat 
firmly  crushed,  we  see  in  the  flattened  cells,  the  contents  of  which 
are  somewhat  withdrawn  from  the  walls,  the  individual  chloro- 
phyll-plates, separated  from  one  another,  and  rounded.  At  the 
same  time  the  small  grains  and  amylum-bodies  show  up  clearly 
in  the  chromatophores,  which  now  appear,  like  the  chlorophyll- 
grains  of  higher  plants,  acted  upon  by  the  water.  If  we  now 
add  a little  potassium-iodide-iodine  solution  to  the  preparation, 
the  small  grains,  and  also  the  outer  layer  of  the  amylum-bodies, 
colour  violet ; in  the  green  chromatophores,  however,  they  appear 
brown,  and  the  partially  visible  nuclei  also  take  a brown  colour. 
We  must  not  omit  in  this  preparation  to  look  out  uninjured  cells, 
in  which  starch-grains  and  amylum-bodies  are  stained  in  their 
natural  position,  and  are  very  well  defined,  and  we  can  also,  by 
deeper  focussing,  distinguish  the  nuclei.  We  now  examine  another 
thread,  which  we  lay  directly  into  a drop  of  picric-alcohol,  when 
the  nuclei  of  the  amylum-bodies  are  sharply  defined  in  the 
yellowish-brown  stained  protoplasm.  Sufficiently  strong  magni- 
fication presupposed,  these  bodies  appear  angular ; they  are  protein 
crystals,^  of  which,  moreover,  two  not  infrequently  lie  in  an  amy- 
lum-body.  After  a short  time  irregular  brown  bodies  appear  in  the 
chlorophyll-plates,  which  proceed  from  the  disorganized  chloro- 
phyll, and  give  us  the  hypochlorin  or  chlorophyllan  reaction®.  The 
same  reaction  will  be  obtained  under  the  influence  of  other  acids. 
However,  in  order  to  be  able  to  study  the  nucleus  more  closely, 
and  to  obtain  a complete  insight  into  their  distribution,  we  will 
bring  other  methods  into  use.  This  will  besides  give  us  oppor- 
tunity of  learning  some  approved  methods  of  “ fixing  ” and 
staining,  which  histological  studies  have,  in  recent  times,  to  thank 
for  not  unimportant  advances.  We  place  some  branches  of  the 
Cladophora  in  1 per  cent,  chromic  acid,  other  small  portions  in  con- 
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centrated  picric  acid,  still  others  in  1 per  cent,  chrom-acetic  acid 
(chromic  acid  0‘7  per  cent.,  acetic  acid  0’3  per  cent.)  7.  In  doing 
this,  we  must  take  care  that  the  reagent  is  at  least  100  times  the 
bulk  of  the  object  to  be  fixed.  The  1 per  cent,  chromic  acid,  and 
the  chrom-acetic  acid,  we  allow  to  act  for  some  hours,  even  without 
disadvantage  for  24  hours,  and  the  picric  acid  for  about  24  hours. 
All  these  objects  must  afterwards  be  washed  most  carefully  in 
distilled  water;  they  can  with  advantage  remain  for  up  to  24 
hours  in  water  which  is  frequently  changed.  Specially  careful 
treatment  is  required  by  the  picric-acid  preparations  when  they 
have  to  be  stained  with  haematin-ammonia.  — The  variously 
“fixed”  and  well- washed  preparations  are  now  laid  in  watch 
glasses  with  Beale’s  carmine,®  with  Thiersch’s  or  Grrenacher’s 
borax-carmine,  and  also  with  Hoyer’s  neutral  carminic-ammonia. 
In  Beale’s  carmine  the  sections  must  remain  for  up  to  24  hours, 
about  half  the  time  in  Hoyer’s  carmine,  several  hours  in  borax - 
carmine.  Another  portion  of  the  threads  we  stain  with  Grenacher’s 
or  Boehmer’s  haematoxylin  [logwood],  which,  if  it  is  to  stain  well, 
must  be  as  old  as  possible.  This  solution  is  used  very  greatly  diluted. 
It  is  best,  from  time  to  time,  to  control  the  extent  of  the  staining  of 
the  object  by  slight  examination  under  the  microscope,  and  to  take 
it  out  when  it  has  taken  up  sufficient  colour  material.*  If,  in 
spite  of  this  care,  the  object  should  be  overstained,  that  is  should 
be  stained  too  darkly,  it  is  laid  in  pure  water,  or  in  watery  alum 
solution,  or  in  water  containing  a trace  of  hydrochloric  acid,  and 
left  in  the  fluid  in  question  until  the  intensity  of  the  coloration 
is  diminished  to  the  required  degree.  If  the  preparation  has  been 
treated  with  acidulated  water,  it  is  necessary  afterwards  to  wash 
the  preparation  for  some  minutes  in  very  weak  ammonia  water. 
In  order  to  be  able  to  stain  the  preparation  according  to  the 
haematin-ammonia  method,^  we  must  have  previously  removed 
from  it  every  trace  of  picric  acid.  For  this  purpose  we  transfer 
it  to  a comparatively  large  quantity  of  boiled  water,  which  we 
repeatedly  change.  In  this  water,  freed  from  carbonic  acid  gas 
by  its  previous  boiling,  the  object  remains  for  from  24  to  48  hours, 
after  which  it  can  be  stained.  For  this  purpose  we  throw  some 
crystals  of  haematoxylin  in  a small  quantity  of  distilled  water, 

* This  Jls  perhaps  best  effected  if,  instead  of  staining  in  a watch-glass,  the 
process  is  carried  on  upon  an  object-slide,  in  which  a round  or  oval  hollow  has 
been  ground.  The  slide  can  be  placed  bodily  on  the  stage  of  the  microscope, 
and  is  handier  in  use  for  this  than  a watch-glass.  [En.] 
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and  aerate  it  with  ammonia  gas.  This  latter  we  effect  with  the 
aid  of  a wash-bottle  containing  some  ammonia  solution,  in  which 
the  two  glass  tubes  do  not  reach  the  fluid.  The  haematoxylin  now 
dissolves  with  a beautiful  violet  colour.  The  solution  is  greatly 
diluted  with  distilled  water,  and  the  preparation  allowed  to  lie  in 
it  for  about  two  hours.  The  exact  time  for  coloration  can  here 
also  be  directly  controlled.  The  preparation  is,  with  advantage, 
somewhat  overstained,  and  afterwards  steeped  for  several  hours 
in  distilled  water.  This  method  of  staining  is  somewhat  trouble- 
some, but  often  gives,  however,  the  most  exquisite  results.  Pre- 
parations hardened  otherwise  than  with  picric  acid,  are  little 
suited  for  staining  with  haematin-ammonia.  The  preparations 
treated  with  Beale’s  carmine,  with  borax-carmine,  or  with  Hoyer’s 
carmine,  are  likewise  most  beautiful  when  they  are  overstained, 
and  afterwards  laid  for  some  time  in  a watch-glass,  in  50  per  cent, 
to  70  per  cent,  alcohol,  to  which  is  added  a drop  of  hydrochloric 
acid.  For  this  purpose  we  can  keep  ready  prepared  a solution 
of  about  ^ per  cent,  hydrochloric  acid  in  70  per  cent,  alcohol. 
Previously  these  preparations  show  a more  or  less  diffused  color- 
ation ; they  first  acquire  a definite  staining  in  the  hydrochloric- 
alcohol.  The  preparations  laid  in  acidulated  alcohol  are  in  all 
cases  washed  afterwards  with  alcohol  containing  no  acid. 

If  after  completed  examination  we  wish  to  make  permanent 
preparations  of  the  stained  objects,  we  choose  for  our  preserving 
medium  either  glycerine  or  glycerine-jelly,  or,  for  carmine  prepa- 
rations, Hoyer’s  mounting  fluid.  If  the  haematoxylin  stain  is  to  be 
preserved  in  glycerine  or  glycerine- jelly,  this  must  be  completely 
free  from  acids.  The  foregoing  preparations  must  not  be  trans- 
ferred immediately  to  the  enclosing  medium  in  question,  as  other- 
wise the  cells,  as  the  result  of  sudden  withdrawal  of  water,  would 
collapse.  These  preparations  are,  therefore,  first  laid  in  very 
dilute  glycerine,  which,  by  standing  exposed  to  air,  very  slowly 
concentrates.  The  threads  can  then,  without  prejudicial  results, 
be  transferred  to  glycerine,  or  to  glycerine- jelly.  The  glycerine 
preparations  are  closed  with  Canada  balsam.  The  glycerine-jelly, 
or  Hoyer’s  mounting  fluid,  needs,  as  we  have  already  seen,  no 
further  enclosing. 

We  will  now  submit  the  various  preparations  to  close  study, 
and  find  that  the  chromic  acid,  or  chromic  acid  mixture,  prepara- 
tions, stained  with  forms  of  carmine  on  the  one  hand,  and  pre- 
parations which  are  suitably  fixed  and  stained  with  luematoxylin 
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and  hoematin-ammonia  on  the  other  hand,  show  themselves  in  the 
foregoing  cases  to  be  the  best.  It  must,  however,  be  explicitly 
stated  that  this  result  is  limited  only  to  the  objects  in  question, 
and  for  other  objects  another  method,  which  here  is  less  advan- 
tageous, might  have  the  preference.  It  also  happens  only  too  fre- 
quently that  a stain  formerly  approved  fails  for  unknown  reasons, 
and,  therefore,  a conclusion  should  never  be  based  upon  an  isolated 
case.  In  general,  the  fixing  and  staining  of  the  cell-contents  has 
become  a special  art,  which  must  be  learnt,  and  requires  practice, 
so  that  in  our  first  attempts  we  must  be  prepared  for  failures. 
We  have  chosen  Gladophora  as  a suitable  object  for  introduction 
to  the  various  methods  of  hardening  and  staining  ; whoever  wishes 
to  limit  himself  to  the  most  certain,  rarely  failing,  method,  will 
harden  in  the  above  way  in  I per  cent,  chromic  acid,  and  after- 
wards stain,  one  part  with  borax-carmine,  another  with  hema- 
toxylin. The  borax-carmine  stain  almost  always  succeeds. 

In  the  borax-carmine  preparation  (Fig.  74),  -the  nuclei  stand 
out  quite  sharply.  The  amylum-bodies  (pyrenoids),  together  with 
the  rest  of  the  protoplasm,  remain  as  good  as  unstained,  and  the 
starch-grains  also  take  no  coloration.  The  amylum-bodies  now 
show  clearly  in  their  interior  the  more  strongly  refractive  protein 
crystal,  which  is  surrounded  by  a hollow  ball,  which  gave  us 
earlier  the  starch  reaction  with  iodine.  The  nuclei,  to  wdiich  we 
specially  turn  our  attention,  are  distributed  pretty  uniformly  in 
the  cell ; they  lie  on  the  inner  side  of  the  chlorophyll-layer,  and 
project  into  the  cavity  of  the  cell.  Each  nucleus  shows  a more 
darkly- stained  nucleolus,  and  appears,  besides,  as  if  finely  granu- 
lar or  finely  porous.  The  haematoxylin  or  haBmatin  preparations 
show  the  nuclei  stained  dark,  and  besides,  though  more  faintly, 
the  crystal  in  the  chlorophyll-vesicle.  The  starch-grains  are  not 
stained,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  microsomata  (microsomes)  of 
the  cell  protoplasm  are,  and  almost  as  darkly  as  the  crystals  of 
the  chlorophyll-vesicles  (amylum-bodies). 

The  genus  Spirogyra  furnishes  us  with  a simple  filament  or 
thread  of  cells.  We  choose  for  examination  a species  which  has 
a central,  readily-visible  nucleus.  So  constituted,  for  example, 
is  Spirogyra  majuscula^^  [^8.  orthospira'],  which  is  met  with  now 
and  then,  not  exactly  rarely,  but  sporadically,  in  pools.  For 
this  purpose  other  species  with  central  nucleus  will  serve  equally 
well  for  examination,  and  will  differ  but  slightly  in  the  essential 
relations  of  their  structure.  If  once  in  possession  of  good 
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Spirogyra  material,  you  should  endeavour  to  preserve  it  in  culti- 
vation. This  is  effected  best  in  comparatively  shallow  vessels, 
whose  walls  are  either  opaque,  or  are  made  opaque  by  means  of 
black  paper,  as  light  falling  unilaterally  acts  disadvantageously. 
The  vessels  must  stand  in  a light  place,  but  protected  from  the 
direct  action  of  the  sun.  Into  either  river  or  spring  water,  which 
is  not  too  rich  in  chalk  [too  “hard”],  are  thrown  from  time  to 
time  boiled  pieces  of  turf  soaked  in  a nutrient  fluid.  This  nutrient 
fluid  will  be  prepared  suitably  if  we  add  to  1000  com.  water,  1 
gram  nitrate  of  potash,  |-gram  sodium  chloride,  |-gram  sulphate  of 
lime,  ^-gram  sulphate  of  magnesia,  |-gTam  finely  pulverized  phos- 
phate of  lime,  and  to  it  add  a few  drops  of  ferric  chloride  solution. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  Spirogyra,  and  fresh- water  alg’83 
in  general,  thrive  well.  The  cells  of  Spirogyra  majuscula,  when 
fully  developed,  are  about  1|  to  twice  as  long  as  thick  (Fig.  76). 

The  cell- wall  is  lined  by  a de- 
licate, colourless,  peripheral 
layer  of  protoplasm,  which 
becomes  clearly  visible  if  the 
cells  are  plasmolysed,  i.e.,  if 
the  protoplasmic  body  of  the 
cell  is  made  to  contract  by 
some  water-withdrawdng  me- 
dium, such  as  sugar-solution, 
glycerine,  solution  of  common 
salt,  or  of  salt-petre.  To  the 
colourless  lining-layer  follow 
8 to  10  chlorophyll -bands, 
which  usually  appear  pretty  steep  and  closely  wound.  The  bands 
have  a finely  undulating  outline,  and  are  transparent  enough 
to  admit  of  a view  into  the  interior  of  the  cell.  At  irregular 
distances  in  the  bands  are  imbedded  denser,  globular,  colourless, 
bodies — -the  amylum-bodies  with  which  we  are  already  acquainted. 
The  amylum-bodies  show  a protein-crystal,  and  a hollow  globe 
of  small  starch-grains  as  an  enclosing  sheath.  We  recognise 
the  .angular  outline  of  the  crystals  even  without  reagents  ; they 
stand  out  more  sharply  if  some  picric  alcohol  is  run  under  the 
cover-glass.  By  treatment  with  potassium-iodide-iodine,  from  the 

* The  synonymy  of  the  Spirogyra  majuscula  of  the  text  is  rather  obscure. 
This  figure  does  not  resemble  S.  majuscula  of  Kutz.  = &’.  ortlu  spira,  oi  Niig. 
and  Archer.  The  most  common  of  the  tbick-threaded  Spirog.yras  in  Britain  is 
S.  nitida.  The  figure  more  resembles  S.  orbicularis  of  Hassall. 


Fig.  76. — Spirogyra  majuscula.*  A cell  of  a 
thread  gradually  focusseil  into,  showing  there- 
fore, besides  the  chlorophv  11-bands,  the  nucleus 
with  its  suspending  threads  (x  240 ). 
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■•oiijoinfc  staining  of  the  starch- sheath  and  the  protein  crystal,  the 
whole  body  appears  dark-brown.  Chlorzino  iodine  acts  very  effec- 
tively, making  the  starch -grains  swell  to  a cloudy  blue  film, 
through  which  the  crystal  shows  clearly.  The  central  nucleus  in 
this  species  is  spindle-shaped;  it  becomes,  nevertheless,  by  pressure 
upon  the  cell,  brought  out  of  its  position  and  visible  from  its  side, 
and  then  presents  the  form  of  a disk  ; it  has,  therefore,  in  reality 
the  form  of  a bi-convex  lens.  In  its  centre  lies  a large  distinct 
nucleolus  ; seldom  two  or  three  such  bodies  are  distributed  sym- 
metrically in  the  interior  of  the  nucleus.  In  other  more  nearly- 
allied  species  the  nucleus  is  thicker,  and  appears  in  its  natural 
position  in  the  cell  as  rectangular,  with  rounded  corners.  The 
nucleus  is  surrounded  by  a very  thin  layer  of  protoplasm,  from 
which  delicate  protoplasmic  threads  run  out  towards  the  peripheral 
protoplasm  of  the  cell.  By  these  threads  the  nucleus  is  suspended 
in  the  cell-sap  filling  the  cavity  of  the  cell.  The  threads  all  arise 
from  the  thin  margin  of  the  nucleus,  usually  fork  repeatedly 
in  their  course,  and  join  on  to  the  inner  side  of  the  chlorophyll 
bands,  and  in  all  cases  at  the  projecting  parts  which  cover  the 
chlorophyll-vesicles  (pyrenoids).  We  can  convince  ourselves  of 
this  in  most  cases  easily  by  slowly  changing  the  focus. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTEE  XIX. 

^ H.  Hoffmann,  leones  anal,  fung.,  I.-III. ; De  Bary,  Morph,  d.  Pilze,  etc., 
pp.  49  et  seq. 

2 On  the  pits  in  the  partition  walls  of  the  Florideae,  compare  Bornet,  Etudes 
pliy colog iques,  p.  100;  and  Schmitz,  Stzber.  d.  kgl.  Akad.  d.  fFiss.  z.  Perl,  1883, 

p.  218. 

^ Schmitz,  Siphonocladiaceen,  p.  17 ; Strashurger,  Zellbild.  u.  Zellth.,  III. 
Aufl.,  V.  204. 

Schmitz,  Cliromatophoren  d.  Algen,  p.  37 ; compare  alsopp.  16  and  35. 

® According  to  a communication  from  A.  W.  Schimper. 

® Pringsheim,  especially  in  the  Jalirb.  fur  iviss.  Bot.,  Bd.  XII.,  p.  294;  A. 
Tschirsch,  Ber.  der  deut.  bot.  Gesell.,  Bd.  I.,  p.  140,  where  the  literature  is  also 
given. 

< Flemming,  in  Kernsubstanz,  Kern-  und  Zelltheilung,  1882,  p.  379,  where 
the  literature  also  is  given. 

8 The  property  of  the  nucleus  to  take  up  and  accumulate  colouring  matters 
was  discovered  by  Th.  Hartig : “ Ueber  das  Verfahren  bei  Behandlung  des 
Zellkerns  mit  Farbstoffen,”  Bot.  Zeit.,  1854,  col.  877.  Enticicklungsgesch.  d. 
PJlkeiris,  1858,  p.  154.  In  animal  histology  the  treatment  was  introduced  by 
Gerlach.  Mikr.  Stud.  a.  d.  Geb.  d.  vienschl.  Morpholg.,  1858. 

9 Compare  Schmitz,  Stzbr.  d.  niederrh.  Gesellsch.,  13th  July,  1880;  separate 
reprint,  p.  2. 

Strasburger,  Zellbildung  und  Zelltheilung,  III.  Aufl.,  p.  173. 

Nutrient  fluid,  according  to  Sachs,  Vorlesungen  iiber  PJianzen-Physiologie 
p.  342. 


210 


UNICELLULAR  PLANTS. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

DIATOMACEiE,  PEOTOCOCCUS,  YEAST,  SCHIZOPHYCE^E,  (SPLITTING 

ALGM). 

Material  Wanted. 

Some  large  diatom,  e.g.,  Pinnularia  (NavicnJa)  viriclis.  Living. 
Protococcus  viridis,  from  a tree  trunk.  Living. 

Hccmafococcus  (Frotococcus)  iiluvialis  from  a Avatcr-bntt  (U’  roof- 
gntter.  Living. 

Yeast  {Saccharo7nyc.es  cerevisice),  fi-om  a brewery.  Living. 

Anahcena  Azollce,  or  Azolla  carolhilana.  Living. 

Oscillaria,  sp.,  from  standing  water  or  wet  soil.  Living. 

Gleocapsa,  sp.,  from  damp  walls,  or  the  glass  of  a fernery.  Living. 

The  Diatomacese  or  Bacillariaceie  are  unicellular  organisms,  occupy- 
ing an  intermediate  position  between  animals  and  plants,  and  form 
an  isolated  group.  The  most  favourable  object  upon  which  to  get 

information  as  to  the  structure  of  the  Diatomacege  is,  perhaps, 

0 

Pinnularia  \Navicida~\  viridis,^  a species  very  common  in  standing 
and  flowing  fresh  water.  It  is  distinguished  amongst  fresh- 
water forms  by  its  comparatively  large  size,  and  allows  in  general 
an  easy  insight  into  the  structural  relations  of  its  body.  Under 
the  microscope,  in  which  w'e  must  study  them  w*ith  the  strongest 
objective  at  our  command,  they  appear  either  in  the  form  of  an 
elongated  ellipse  or  as  a rectangle  with  somewhat  rounded  ends. 
In  the  former  case,  we  see  them  from  the  side  of  the  valve 
[frustule]  (Fig.  77,  A),  in  the  latter,  of  the  girdle  [or  joint  of  the 
valves]  (Fig.  77,  R).  We  wdll  call  these  the  valve-side  and  girdle- 
side  respectively.  On  the  valve-side,  the  cell- wall  appears  marked 
with  narrow  furrow^s,  running  from  the  edges  towards,  but  with- 
out reaching,  the  middle  (compare  the  figure).  They  are  usually 
considered  to  be  depressions  in  the  outer  surface  of  the  valve,  i.e., 
thin  places  therein.  The  central,  smooth  space,  free  from  the 
furrows,  shows  at  its  middle  and  each  end,  a strongly  refractive 
thickening,  which  we  distinguish  as  a nodule.  The  two  end 
nodules  are  joined  to  the  median  nodule  by  a line,  which  bends  out 
symmetrically  close  on  either  side  of  tlie  median  nodule,  and 
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ends  in  a slight  enlargement.  The  end  nodules  are  surrounded 
by  the  ends  of  the  line  in  the  form  of  a crescent,  to  permit  which 
the  lines  bend  out  at  both  ends  laterally  in  the  same  direction  as 
at  the  median  nodule.  In  its  course  between  the  nodules,  the  line 
broadens  a little.  We  assume  that  it  is  a cleft  leading  into  the 
interior  of  the  cell ; it  is  the  raphe.  The  furrows  do  not  pass  on 
to  the  girdle  side  (B) ; we  see  them  only  at  the  edges  of  the  figure. 
By  focussing  for  the  ojDtical  section,  and  careful  examination  of 
the  ends  of  the  cell,  we  can  demonstrate  the  remarkable  fact  that 
the  middle  line  of  the  wall  is  double.  From  exhaustive  investi- 
gation, it  is  settled  that  there  is  here  an  overlapping,  box-wise,  of 
the  separate  parts  of  the  wall.  At  the  edges  of  the  two  elliptic 
wall-segments,  which  we  saw  in  the  view  of  the  valve-side, 
portions  of  a membrane  adjoin,  which  end  with  free  margins.  The 
wall  of  this  cell,  therefore,  consists  of  two  halves,  of  which  the  one 
is  inserted  inside  the  other.  The  structure  of  this  wall  indicates 
throughout  that  of  an  elliptic  box  with  a cover  placed  upon  it. 
The  side  walls  of  the  cover  are  just  as  high  (deep)  as  those  of  the 
box,  but  they  are  not  comj)letely  slipped  the  one  into  the  other. 
If  we  return,  in  our  cell,  from  the  optical  section  to  the  surface 
view,  we  can  follow  the  thin  edges  of  the  two  halves  of  the  cell  as 
delicate  lines.  The  grooved  surfaces  of  the  cell-wall  we  distin- 
guished as  valves,  the  smooth  free-ending  side  walls  as  girdles, 
whence  the  use  of  the  terms  in  question  to  indicate  the  two  views. 
In  Pinnularia  it  is  easy  to  free  the  one  half  of  the  cell-wall  from 
the  other  by  pressure  or  by  chemical  reagents,  and,  moreover,  here 
and  there  dead  specimens  are  found  in  which  this  process  has 
more  or  less  completely  taken  place.  With  pressure  the  girdles 
easily  break  at  some  little  distance  from  their  edge,  and  along  a 
line  parallel  with  it.  These  lines,  one  near  each  edge,  and  there- 
fore two  in  girdle-view,  are  often  recognisable,  and  may  be  thin 
parts  of  the  girdle.  They  do  not  extend  to  the  ends  of  the  cell. 
The  contents  of  the  cell  present  a somewhat  different  appearance 
according  to  whether  we  have  a valve-  or  girdle-view.  In  the 
former  (Fig.  77,  A),  a median  clear  strip  traverses  the  cell  from 
end  to  end ; the  colourless  cytoplasm  of  the  cell  is  therefore  visible. 
In  the  mid-length  of  the  cell  it  appears  collected  into  a bi-concave 
protoplasmic  bridge.  In  this  “ bridge  ” lies  the  nucleus,  not 
always  readily  visible  without  the  use  of  reagents,  and  with  a 
comparatively  large  nucleolus.  Bounding  both  sides  of  this  c^ear 
band,  with  a tolerably  smooth  or  undulating  outline,  are  the  brown- 
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coloured  cliromatopliores  (colour-bodies),  the  endochrouiB  plates. 
Tliese  lie,  therefore,  on  the  sides  of  the  girdle.  In  the  proto- 
plasmic “bridge  ” can  be  seen  narrow  rodlets,  connected  in  pairs, 
the  meaning  of  which  is  unknown.  Lastly,  in  the  cell-sap  lie 
usually,  but  not  always,  larger  and  smaller  oil-drops.  In  the 
girdle-view  the  cell-body  appears  uniformly  brown,  because  here 
the  chromatophore  covers  the  whole  colourless  peripheral  proto- 
plasmic layer.  Only  at  the  two  extreme  ends  of  the  cell  does 
the  colourless  protoplasm  come  to  view.  The  chromatophore  is 

uniformly  dense  and  uniformly  coloured, 
without  visible  differentiation.  In  girdle- 
view  also  the  central  collection  of  proto- 
plasm appears  to  have  the  form  of  a 
bi-concave  bridge. 

If  we  examine  now  our  former  pre- 
paration of  Cladophora,  we  are  pretty 
certain  to  find  diatoms  clinging  to  this 
alga.  They  were  fixed  and  stained  at 
the  same  time  with  the  alga,  and  we 
shall  see  the  stained  nucleus  beautifally 
in  each  cell. 

Amongst  a large  number  of  examples 
of  Finnularia  we  may  here  and  there 
find  one  double.  These  are  sister-cells, 
which  have  recently  resulted  from  the 
division  of  a mother-cell.  They  cling  to 
one  another  with  their  valve  sides,  and, 

I if  the  wall  is  fully  developed,  we  can 
I determine  that  the  girdles  of  the  two 
inner  valves  are  inserted  in  the  two 
outer  valves.  After  division  of  the  con- 
, tents  of  the  mother-cell,  these  inner 
halves  of  the  wall  are  developed  for 
each  individual.  Each  cell,  therefore,  has  an  older  and  a younger 
half  of  its  wall  i.e.,  one  valve,  the  outer  one,  belonged  to  the 
mother-cell,  and  the  other,  inner  valve,  is  peculiar  to  the  present 
individual,  and  this  consideration  shows  that  the  difference  of 
age  between  the  two  valves  may  be  very  considerable. 

The  Finnularia  cells  are  motile.  They  commonly  progress  in 
the  direction  of  their  long  axis,  either  uniformly  or  by  jerks,  also 
turning  off  now  and  then  laterally  from  their  path.  They  do  not 
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Fig.  77.  — Finnularia  viridis 
A,  Vie^v  of  the  valve-side.  B 
View  of  the  girdle-side  ( x 640  ) 
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swim  free,  but  rather  creep  on  some  substratum,  and  it  is  there- 
fore probable  that  from  the  line  indicated  as  a cleft,  which  we 
saw  in  the  middle  of  the  valves,  a delicate  protoplasmic  edge  is 
protruded,  and  forms  the  organ  of  movement  as  a kind  o£  pseudo- 
podiiim. 

We  now  place  a preparation  of  Pinnularia  on  a plate  of  mica, 
and  heat  it  over  a gas  or  spirit  flame.  We  then  lay  the  plate  of 
mica  when  cold  upon  our  object-slide,  and  observe  the  prepara- 
tion dry,  but  under  a cover-glass,  with  strong  magnifying  powder. 
We  can  see  that  the  Pmnularia  remain  as  perfect  skeletons.  With 
short  heating  they  become  somewhat  brown,  from  the  carbonized 
organic  substances;  with  longer  continued  heating  they  are  colour- 
less. Hydrochloric  acid  does  not  touch  them ; they  consist  of 
silicic  acid  [like  flint],  and  retain  and  show  the  finest  peculiarities 
of  the  cell-wall,  which  must  therefore  have  been  silicified  in  a 
high  deg’ree.  The  furrows  show  in  this  preparation  very  clearly 
as  dark  striee,  and  are  besides  extremely  good  for  studying  the 
structural  relations  of  the  wall.  EsiDecially  beautifully  visible  in 
valve-view  are  the  clefts,  which  run  on  both  sides  from  the  median 
nodules  to  the  terminal  nodules.  Their  enlargement  at  mid-length 
is  manifest.  In  the  girdle- view  the  edges  of  the  two  halves  of  the 
cell-wall  show  clearly  ; moreover,  on  the  overlapping  parts  are  seen 
two  lines,  parallel  with  one  another  and  with  the  edges  of  the  valves, 
which  do  not  extend  to  the  ends  of  the  cell.  Flint-skeletons  quite 
as  beautiful  as  these  are  also  obtained  if  we  first  allow  a drop  of 
concentrated  sulphuric  acid  to  act  upon  our  diatoms,  and  after  some 
time  add  20  per  cent.,  and  then  gradually  concentrated  chromic 
acid,  and  finally  remove  these  reagents  with  w^ater.-  Diatom 
valves  which  are  poor  in  silex  (flint)  will  neither  bear  heating  red- 
hot,  nor  this  last  method  of  jDrocedure  ; they  must  instead  be  laid 
for  from  four  to  seven  days  in  hydrochloric  acid,  to  which  a little 
chlorate  of  potash  has  been  added.  In  case  the  valves  are  still 
not  quite  clear  and  separated,  it  is  advisable  after  this  to  lay  them 
for  two  davs  in  ammonia,  and  afterwards  transfer  them  to  nitric 
acid. 

The  remarkable  phenomenon  of  the  composition  of  the  cell-wall 
out  of  two  pieces  is,  moreover,  present  in  the  other  Diatomaceee. 
Similar  motility  is  likewise  observable  universally  in  the  free 
living  forms.  Even  many  which  grow  upon  and  enclosed  in  a 
gelatinous  tube,  are,  if  freed,  capable  of  movement,  while  this 
'Appears  to  be  usually  wanting  in  thread -forming  species.  On 
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account  of  the  often  exceedingly  delicate  and  regular  structural 
relations  of  their  cell-walls,  diatoms  are  much  used  as  test  objects, 
in  testing  the  quality  of  the  more  powerful  microscopic  objectives. 
Especially  used  are  the  valves  of  Fleurosigina  mignlatum^  which, 
with  sufficiently  strong  magnification,  shows  regularly  arranged 
hexagons. 

In  order  to  come  to  know  one  of  the  simplest  possible  forms  of 
the  unicellular  green  algm  we  will  examine  a Protococcus.  To  this 
belong  in  the  main  all  the  green  incrustations  which  are  found  on 
the  stems  of  trees,  damp  boards  [e.^.,  wood  palings,  etc.],  walls, 
and  other  similar  places.  In  this  let  us  note  that  it  is  quite  un- 
certain whether  our  Protococcus  is  an  independent  species,  or  is  not 
rather  to  be  considered  a stage  in  the  development  of  another 
alga.'^  The  form  (Fig.  78),  which  we  have  removed  from  an  old 
tree  trunk  comes  under  the  name  Protoccocus  viridis.  We  examine 

this  with  a strong 
magnifying  power, 
and  find  it  com 
of  globular  cells,  iso- 
lated or  united  into 
small  families  (Fig. 
78,  A to  F).  The 
contents  of  the  cells 
are  bright  green,  but 
the  whole  protoplasm 
is  not  uniformly  col- 
oured, but  rather,  as 
sufficiently  strong 
magnification  shovvs,  a 
number  of  chromato- 
phores  are  present,  which,  in  lateral  contact,  occupy  the  surface  of 
the  cell-contents.  Where  their  contact  is  not  complete,  the  colour- 
less protoplasm  comes  into  view.  More  or  less  in  the  middle  of 
the  cell  lies  the  nucleus,  with  its  nucleolus,  which,  however,  is 
not  usually  visible  without  the  help  of  reagents.  The  cells  have 
a thin  wall,  which  stains  violet  with  chlorzinc  iodine.  Numerous 
cells  are  usually  in  course  of  bipartition  by  means  of  a partition 
wall,  which  cuts  the  globular  cell  in  halves  (Fig.  78,  D).  The 
divisions  of  adjoining  cells  take  place  in  planes  either  parallel  or 
cutting  one  another  at  right  angles.  The  daughter-cells,  becoming 
rounded  off,  soon  go  out  of  union  with  one  another  (C,  F)  ; they 


Fig.  78.  — Protococcus  viridis,  after  treatment  with 
potassium-iodicle-iocline.  In  D,  the  cells  on  the  left  have 
just  divided  (x  540). 
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remain,  liowever,  for  some  time  clinging  to  one  another,  or  else 
become  completely  separated.  If  the  cells  are  treated  with 
potassium-iodide-iodine,  the  nuclei  show  up  clearly  (our  figures 
were  sketched  from  iodine  preparations).  In  each  nucleus  the 
nucleolus  is  clearly  visible.  In  the  cells  which  have  just  arisen 
by  division,  the  nuclei  lie  against  the  young  partition  wall  (IJ). 
The  iodine  solution  shows  small  starch-o-rains  in  the  chromato- 

O 


a 


j^hores,  but  no  amylum-bodies 

Very  simply  constructed  organisms  are  met  with  in  the  colour- 
less fungal  cells  hitherto  collected  together  under  the  name  of 
Saccharomycetes.  We  provide  ourselves  with  some  yeast,  the 
ferment  used  in  brewing  beer,  and  examine  a trace  of  it,  diffused 
in  water,  under  a high  power.  We  find  the  field  of  view  filled 
with  small  cells,  individuals  of  the  so-called  yeast  fungus,  Sac- 
cliaroviyces  cerevisice^  The  cells  appear  globular  or  ellipsoid ; 
they  have  a delicate  membrane,  and  in  the  interior  can  be  recog- 
nised a large  or  several  small  vacuoles,  and  some  strongly  refrac- 
tive granules  (Fig.  79,  1).  A nucleus  cannot  be  distinguished; 
such  is,  however,  present,  and  can,  though  not 
at  all  easily,  be  recognised.^  For  this  purpose 
it  is  necessary  to  fix  the  object  with  picric  acid, 
in  the  way  given  for  Cladopliora,  and  then  to 
stain  with  Haematin-ammonia.  We  then  find  in 
each  cell  near  the  centre  a small,  round,  darker- 
stained  nucleus. — The  living  object,  which  we 
have  under  observation,  shows  us  numerous  cells 
in  course  of  multiplication.  This  takes  place  here  in  a quite  cha- 
racteristic and  peculiar  fashion,  by  the  cells  forming  one,  seldom 
several,  small,  knob-like  swellings,  which  gradually  attain  the 
size  and  form  of  the  mother-cell,  and  then  can  be  separated  from 
it  (2,  3).  In  very  energetic  develo^Dinent  we  find  the  daughter- 
cells  united  into  small  occasionally  branched  chains ; in  slower 
development,  separation  of  the  cells  takes  place  before  any  new  one 
begins  to  form.  This  is  multiplication  by  budding,  peculiar  to 
the  Saccharomycetes. — In  sugar-containing  fluids  it  induces  alco- 
holic fermentation.  Recently,®  the  individuality  of  the  Saccharo- 
mycetes has  been  questioned,  and  they  have  been  declared  to  be 
conidia  (spores  of  a kind)  of  different  fungi,  conidia  which  have 
the  power,  in  a suitable  nutrient  fluid,  of  multiplying  by  budding 
in  endless  sequence.® 

Wo  will  now  turn  our  attention  to  one  of  the  Nostocacece,  of 

“ ^ See  notes  on  page  220. 


Fig.  79.  Saccliaro- 
myces  cerevisice.  1,  not 
budding ; 2 and  3, 

budding  cells  (x  5i0). 
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interest -to  ns  on  account  of  its  symbiotic*  relations  with  anothei 
plant.  This  last  plant,  widely  cultivated  in  botanical  gardens, 
is  Azollci  caroUniana.  As  the  Azolla  winters  in  plant-houses,  we 
are  therefore  in  a position  to  obtain  material  at  any  time  for  the 
investigation  of  the  ISTostocacese.  The  Nostocaceoe  are,  in  general, 
specially  disposed  towards  symbiosis,  and  we  find  them  in  very 
various  plants,  especially,  however,  as  constituents  of  the  body  of 
lichens. — The  Anabcena  Azollce,  living  in  the  Azolla,  is  found  in 
definite  parts  of  the  plant  in  question.  The  leaves  of  Azolla 
are  each  two-lobed.  The  upper  lobe  is  fleshy,  and  floats  on  the 

water ; . the  under  is  membranous,  and  im- 
mersed. The  upper  lobe  shows  in  the  interior 
a broad  hollow,  into  which  a narrow  opening, 
found  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  leaf,  leads. 
This  cavity  is  filled  with  Anabcena,  and  from 
the  walls  of  the  hollow  also  grow  branched 
hairs  between  the  coils  of  this  Anabcena.  In 
order  now  to  obtain  the  Anabcena  for  our  ex- 
amination, we  pull  the  upper  lobes  of  some 
leaves  to  pieces  with  the  needles,  lay  on  a 
cover-glass,  press  upon  this  a little,  and  are 
now  pretty  sure  to  find  the  Anabcena  strings. 
This  much  is  certain,  that  no  specimen  of 
Azolla  is  devoid  of  them.  We  examine  the 
strings  with  our  highest  possible  power  (Fig. 
80).  These  consist  of  a row  of  barrel-shaped 
cells,  which  from  time  to  time  are  interrupted 
by  a larger,  ellipsoid  or  globular  cell,  the 
limiting  cell,  or  heterocyst.  The  threads  are  serpentine,  coiled  here 
and  there,  without  any  visible  gelatine  coat.  The  entire  content 
of  the  vegetative  cells  is  coloured  verdigris-green,  of  the  limiting 
cells  is  olive  green;  small,  darker-looking  granules  are  distinguish- 
able in  these  contents ; nucleus  is  wanting.  Individual  cells  are 
usually  found  in  division  (Fig.  80,  a to  d).  If  a twig  of  Azolla  is 
taken  between  the  fingers,  and  surface-sections  taken  from  it,  not 
infrequently  the  Anabcena  can  be  seen  under  the  microscope  in 
its  natural  position  inside  a leaf -cavity.  It  must,  however,  have 
happened  by  chance,  that  a leaf-cavity  has  been  cut  in  the  proper 


Fig.  80.  — Anahmna 
Azollce,  a to  d,  successive 
stages  in  the  division  of 
vegetative  cells ; h,  a 
limiting  cell,  or  hetero- 
cyst  (x  540  ). 


• Symbiotic,  from  the  substantive  symhiosis,  implying  the  co-existence  in 
more  or  less  mutual  interdependence,  of  two  different  organisms.  [Eu.] 
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direction.  This  however  frequently  occurs  ; then  we  see  also  the 
segmented  hairs  which  permeate  the  Anabcuna. 

Quite  similar  is  the  structure  of  the  threads  in  the  olive-green 
lobed  gelatinous  masses,  sometimes  found  in  great  masses  on 
paths,  and  which  belong  to  Nostoc  cinijionum,  Tournefort  (commune, 
Vauch).'^ 

In  examining  any  terrestrial  form  of  Vaucheria,  particularly  that 
collected  from  flower-pots,  we  meet  with  Oscillaria,  likewise  be- 
longing to  the  Schizophyta  (splitting  plants),  in  closest  affinity  to 
the  Nostocacese.  They  are  found,  moreover,  almost  everywhere  in 
standing  water,  on  muddy  ground,  and  under  similar  conditions. 
Their  presence  is  often  betrayed  by  an  unpleasant  muddy  smell. 
Cultivated  in  vessels,  they  creep  in  part  to  the  walls  of  this,  over 
the  surface  of  the  water. 

They  are  nearly  straight, 
or  even  coiled  threads, 
coloured  from  blue-green, 
verdigris  - green,  olive- 
green  to  brown ; can, 
however,  be  colourless, 
and  in  many  forms  dis- 
tinguished by  active  mo- 
tility. The  threads  are 
free,  or  enclosed  in  a 
gelatinous  sheath.  They 
can  be  inserted  indivi- 
dually, or  in  numbers, 
in  such  a sheath.  The 
sheaths  arise  from  the 

outer  lavers  of  the  mem- 

«/ 

brane  of  the  threads  ; where  these  layers  become  fluid,  the 
sheaths  are  wanting.  The  threads  are  divided  by  cross  partition 
walls  into  a multitude  of  similar  short  cells.  The  partition  walls 
in  some  species  can  be  seen  very  easily,  in  others  with  great 
difficulty.  With  the  exception  of  this  difference,  there  is  great 
uniformity  in  the  structure  of  these  organisms.  The  cell-contents 
are,  in  general,  coloured  throughout  the  entire  mass ; no  nucleus 
can  be  recognised  in  the  interior,  but  numerous  small  granules. 
The  granules  are  either  distributed  through  the  entire  cell-con- 
tents, or  are  specially  collected  at  the  partition  walls.  It  matters 
not  what  species  is  chosen  for  examination,  but  preference  should 


Fig.  81. — A,  Oscillaria  pvinceps ; B,  Oscillaria  Froe~ 
lichii;  a, ends  of  the  threads;  b, piece  from  the  middle 
of  the  thread  ; in  B,  h,  the  griiniiles  collected  against 
the  partition  walls;  in  A,  c is  a dead  cell  between  two 
living  ones. 
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be  given  to  tlie  tliicker  forms,  with  clearer  partition  walls,  as 
represented  in  Fig.  81.*^ 

The  phenomena  of  movement,  as  we  must  have  noticed  from 
the  very  beginning  of  our  observation  of  the  Oscillarije,  are  very 
interesting.  Especially  in  the  tliicker  forms,  with  somewhat  bent 
end  and  distinct  granules,  and  with  a sufficiently  strong  power, 
we  shall  be  able  accurately  to  study  the  phenomenon.  We  then 
determine  that  with  the  movement  of  the  thread  is  combined  a 
slow  rotation  on  its  axis.  Simultaneously  the  thread  shows 
irregular  flexions,  or  nutations,  which  are  the  expression  of  ex- 
isting differences  in  the  intensity  of  growth  on  its  different  sides. 
These  flexions  usually  take  place  slowly ; can,  however,  induce 
violent  movements  when  the  flexion  is  stopped  by  some  obstacle, 
and  then  by  overcoming  this,  the  tension  is  suddenly  equalized. 
The  Oscillaria-threads  move  now  forwards,  now  backwards.  The 

movements  can  only  take  place  when 
the  threads  have  a point  of  support 
on  some  other  object.  The  straight 
threads  move  like  those  which  are 
bent ; in  these  latter  the  phenomenon 
is,  however,  especially  striking,  and 
at  once  visible,  while  in  the  straisfht 
threads  it  is  necessary  to  fix  the 
attention  upon  the  individual  gran- 
ules of  the  surface,  in  order  to  de- 
monstrate a rotation  of  the  thread 
on  its  axis.  The  origin  of  the 
movement  is  not  yet  known  with  certainty ; it  has  recently 
been  maintained  that  it  is  occasioned  by  protoplasmic  processes 
[whether  pseudopodia  or  cilia],  which  pass  through  the  membrane 
to  the  exterior.® 

To  the  same  class  of  organisms  as  the  lSrostocacea3  and  the 
Oscillariae,  belong  the  still  simpler-constructed  Chroococcacese, 
which  we  will  study  upon  one  of  the  widely-distributed  species 
of  Gleocapsa.  We  choose  G.  polydermatica*  (Fig.  82),  growing 
upon  damp  walls  or  rocks,  recognisable  from  their  dirty  green 
to  olive  colour,  and  their  firm,  clearly  and  repeatedly  layered, 
gelatinous  envelopes.  Other  species,  with  less  beautifully  laminate 

* More  readily  obtainable,  and  very  like,  is  G.  caldariorum,  a siDecies  grow- 
ing commonly  on  the  walls,  flower-pots,  and  glass,  etc.,  in  conservatories  and 
greenhouses.  [Ed,] 


Fig.  82.  — Gleocapsa  polydermatica. 
In  A,  at  the  commencement  of  divi- 
sion ; in  B,  to  the  left,  shortly  after 
division  (x  540). 


® See  note  on  page  220. 
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g“clatinous  envelope,  will  serve  tlie  same  end.  In  all  of  them  we 
find  in  the  gelatinous  envelope  uniformly  coloured  cells,  more  or 
less  clearly  granular,  and  devoid  of  nucleus.  By  these  peculiari- 
ties of  their  cell-body  the  Chroococcaceae  are  distinguished  from 
ProtococcacesD  and  esjDecially  Palmellaceae,  which  in  many  forms 
very  strongly  resemble  them,  but  which  have  a nucleus,  and  chro- 
matophores,  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  protoplasmic  body. 

In  Gleocopsa  polydermatica  the  cell-bodies  arisen  from  just 
previous  division  are  quite  globular  (Fig.  82,  C).  They  then 
begin  to  grow  in  length,  and  become  ellipsoidal.  They  then  show 
a weak  hour-glass-like  constriction  (J.)  in  mid-length,  after 
which  a delicate  partition  wall  becomes  visible  at  this  place.  The 
daughter-cells  now  round  off  towards  one  another,  and,  by  swell- 
ing of  the  separating  wall,  and  the  thickening  layers  afterwards 
develojDed,  become  thrust  back  from  one  another.  Owing  to  the 
ever-new  development  of  gelatinous  layers  in  the  interior,  the 
older  ones  become  stretched,  finally  rujDtured  and  cast  off  ^ [often 
jDarts  of  such  layers  are  found,  while  the  rest  have  disappeared]. 
A considerable  number  of  generations  is  therefore  combined  by 
the  gelatinous  envelopes  into  a single  cell-family  or  colony, 
whence  often  called  colonial  algaB.  By  rupture  of  the  outer 
envelopes  the  families  fall  apart.  An  isolated  cell  is  rarely 
found,  and  then  is  usually  surrounded  by  a considerable  number 
of  gelatinous  envelopes  (Pig.  82,  A).  In  such  cases  the  cell- 
division  is  discontinued,  not  the  thickening  of  the  wall.'* 

We  have  therefore  found  that  in  Nostocacefe,  Oscillariee,  and 
Chroococcaceae,  the  cell-contents  differ  from  those  of  the  plants 
hitherto  considered  by  us  : while  in  these  latter  we  find  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  protoplasm  into  cell-iDlasma,  nucleus,  and  chroma- 
tophores,  we  find  here  all  these  elements  of  the  cell-body  still 
united  into  a single  substance.  Distinguished  by  their  coloration 
from  the  pure  green  of  other  plants,  these  plants  have  been 
collected  together  under  the  name  of  Phycochromacece,  or  Cyano- 
phyceae.  The  simplicity  of  organization  of  these  organisms  is 
betrayed  also  by  the  absence  of  sexual  multiplication.  One  kind 
of  asexual  multiplication  is,  however  (often  by  the  side  of  other 
kinds  of  asexual  multiplication),  quite  peculiar  to  them,  viz.,  that 
by  vegetative  bipartition ; and  therefore  these  organisms  have 
been  called  segmenting  or  sj^litting  algae,  or  Schizophyceae.** 
Recent  researches suggest  thait  the  thread-like  Schizophyceae 
are  capable  of  separating  into  globular  cells  surrounded  by 

‘‘  See  note  on  page  220a. 
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gelatinous  layers  ; i.e,,  of  entering  into  a cliroococcaceous  condition, 
like  to  Gleocapsa.  An  analogous  phenomenon,  found  amongst  the 
green  Algos  in  the  case  of  Protococcacete,  gave  rise  to  the  question 
whether  Protococcus  viridis  was  an  independent  organism.  This 
question,  therefore,  repeats  itself  with  the  Chroococcaceoe,  which 
are  perhaps  merely  developmental  stages  of  the  thread-like 
Schizophyta. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTEE  XX. 

' Compare  Pfitzuer,  in  Hanstein’s  Bot.  Ahliand.  Bel.  I.,  Heft.  II.,  p.  40,  and 
Schenk’s  Handbuch  der  Botanik,  Bd.  II.,  p.  410.  In  the  former  the  litera- 
ture is  given. 

“ Miliarakis,  Die  Verkiesehmg,  Wurzburg,  1884. 

3 Compare  especially  Cienkowski,  Botan.  Zeitung,  1876,  Col.  17,  and  Melaiig. 
biol.  de  St.  Petersbourg.,  tom.  IX.,  p.  531. 

■*  Eeess,  AlcoliGlgdhningsinlze,  1870. 

® Schmitz,  Stzber.  d.  niederrli.  GeselL,  4th  Aug.,  1879. 

® Brefeld,  Unters.  iiber  Hefepilze ; der  Schimmelpilze,  V.  Heft,  1883, 

p.  178. 

7 Compare  Thuret  et  Bornet,  Notes  nlgologiqiies,  II.,  p.  102. 

^ Engelmann,  Botan.  Zeitung.,  1879,  Col.  49. 

^ Schmitz,  Stzber.  d.niederr.  GeselL,  6th  Dec.,  1880. 

Schmitz,  Die  Chromatophoren  der  Algen,  p.  9. 

Compare,  for  example,  Falkenberg  in  Schenk’s  Handbuch  der  Botanik, 
Bd.  II.,  p.  304. 

Zopf,  Bot.  Centralbl.,  Bd.  X.,  p.  32;  Zur  Morphologic  der  Spaltpjlanzen, 
1882. 


[Notes  to  page  215.] 

“ We  have  said  that  this  alga  is  by  some  considered  to  be  only  a stage  in 
the  life  history  of  some  higher  form,  probably  one  of  the  Volvocineas.  If  some 
of  this  material  is  placed  in  water  and  exposed  to  the  light,  some  of  the  cells 
will  enter  upon  another  phase  of  their  existence,  becoming  motile  by  means  of 
cilia.  More  suitable  for  microscopical  study,  however,  is  another  form  of 
Protococcus,  commonly  known  as  Protococcus  (or  H cematococcus)  pluvialis. 
This  Protococcus  is  found  very  widely  distributed  in  rain-water,  in  the  mud  at 
the  bottom  of  open  water-butts,  in  roof-gutters,  etc. 

*’  Yeast  can  be  grown  for  laboratory  purposes,  either  in  the  bulk  or  in  moist- 
chamber  cultures,  in  “ Pasteur’s  fluid.”  In  slide  cultures  very  beautifully 
branched  chains  of  cells  can  be  obtained.  The  following  is  the  simplest  way 
of  preparing  Pasteur’s  fluid : — Keep  dry  in  a bottle,  ready  mixed  and  finely 
pulverized,  20  gram.  Potassium  phosphate,  2 of  Calcium  phosphate,  2 of 
Magnesium  sulphate,  and  100  of  Ammonium  tartrate.  For  use,  dissolve  in  the 
proportion  of  1 gram,  of  this  mixture  with  12  of  sugar,  in  70  cc.  of  water.  [Ed.] 

[Note  to  page  218.] 

e By  the  use  of  1 per  cent,  chromic  acid,  or  of  concentrated  picric  acid,  the 
threads  are  fixed,  and  with  the  subsequent  use  of  logwood  they  can  be  stained, 
and  the  grains  show  up  very  clearly. 
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[S'ote  to  page  219.] 

‘‘  With  careful  examination  we  can  in  general  determine  that  the  number  of 
the  thin  cell-walls  which  their  stronger  refractiveness  has  made  visible,  does 
not  commonly  correspond  with  the  number  of  cell-generations  enclosed  within. 
Usually,  it  is  true,  the  formation  of  one  such  cell-wall  f Hows  the  division  of 
the  cell-contents;  nevertheless,  two  or  more  such  cell- walls  can  be  intercalated 
in  the  gelatinous  wall  between  two  stages  of  division. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

SqmZOMYCETES'*  (BACTERIA).  USE  OF  IMMERSION  OBJECTIVES. 

Material  Wanted. 

Some  green  leaves,  e.g.  those  of  the  lettuce.  Fresh. 

A carrot,  turnip,  or  potato. 

Some  peas,  dry  or  green. 

Yaccine  lymph,  best  in  capillary  glass  tube. 

Hay. 

Beggintoa  alba,  p.  232,  can  usually  be  obtained  freely  upon  pieces  of 
indiarubber  tubing  kept  in  water.  [Ed.] 

(Other  materials  may  be  available  in  addition  to  these.) 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  to  some  examples  from  the  group 
of  the  smallest  known  organisms,  the  Bacteria,^  in  order  to  obtain 
some  information  as  to  the  general  form  which  they  assume.  We 
shall  not  endeavour,  in  the  first  place,  to  study  any  particular 
species  ; we  will  rather  leave  it  to  the  accident  of  what  form  hap- 
pens to  be  at  our  disposal.  We  boil  some  green  leaves,  say  lettuce 
leaves,  in  a Florence  flask,  and  leave  it  standing  open  at  a com- 
paratively high  temperature.  Into  another  flask  we  place  some 
peas — killed  by  steeping  in  boiling  water — with  a little  water. 
At  the  same  time  we  distribute  disks  of  boiled  carrot,  turnip,  and 
potato,  on  watch-glasses  or  object-slides,  and  place  them  about  in 
warm,  moderately  moist  places ; some  free,  others  covered  with 
glass  bell- jars.  Upon  the  decoction  or  infusion  of  leaves  after 
two  days  a skin  may  have  been  formed,  which  we  will  call  the 
pellicle.  On  the  different  vegetable  disks  we  see  small  whitish, 
rarely  coloured,  masses  of  gelatinous  substance  appear.  If  we 
bring  a trace  of  such  a mass  of  jelly  into  a drop  of  water  on  an 
object- slide,  and  examine  it  with  the  strongest  possible  magnifica- 
tion, we  find  an  enormous  number  of  exceedingly  minute  bodies, 
appearing  almost  dot-like,  imbedded  in  the  jelly.  These  bodies 
show  a necklace-like  arrangement ; we  find  them  singly,  or  in 
pairs,  or  united  in  large  number  into  a thread.  Embedded  in  the 

* Segmenting,  splitting,  or  fissing  fungi.  As  a convenient  term,  not  imply 
ing  any  individual  kind.  1 shall  use  the  word  hacteriad.  [Ed.] 
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jellj,  tliei’efore,  we  have  the  Coccus-form  of  a bacteriad.  If  we 
wish  to  define  the  outer  limits  of  the  jelly,  which,  in  its  refractive 
1‘elations,  differs  only  little  from  water,  we  can  readily  accomplish 
it  with  the  aid  of  Indian  ink."  The  ink  must  be  of  good  quality, 
and  should  be  ground  down  very  carefully  in  water.  A drop  of 
this  ink  can  then  be  placed  upon  the  object-slide,  the  gelatinous 
mass  Avhich  is  to  be  investigated  placed  upon  a cover  glass,  and 
the  cover-glass  then  laid  uj^on  the  drop.  In  this  way  the  particles 
of  ink  are  prevented  from  j^assing  between  the  jelly  and  the  cover- 
glass.  The  limits  of  the  jelly  are  now  sharply  defined,  on  account 
of  the  surrounding  fluid  being  filled  with  fine  j)articles  of  ink, 
which  exert  no  injurious  influence  on  the  object.  Such  masses  of 
bacteria  embedded  in  jelly  are  distinguished  as  ZOOglcea  [or  the 
zoogloea  stage  of  the  bacteriad].  The  jelly  arises  from  the  swollen 
membranes  of  the  bacteria.  In  the  bacteria  of  putrefaction  these 
membranes  are  comjDOsed  of  a peculiar  albuminous  substance, 
mycoproteiii ; with  bacteria  not  provoking  putrefaction  they  con- 
sist of  cellulose.  We  make  use  of  the  property  of  bacteria  of 
eagerly  taking  up  certain  aniline  and  azotic  colours,  in  order  to 
stain  them.  For  this  purpose  we  only  need  to  add  a little  methyl 
violet,  gentiana  violet,  methyl  blue,  fuchsin,  Bismark  brown,  or 
Vesuvin,  to  the  preparation.  Heematoxylin  (logwood)  at  the 
same  time  colours  the  jelly ; and  we  therefore  use  this  in  order 
to  make  the  jelly  distinct.  We  will  confine  ourselves  at  first  to 
gentiana  violet,  which  stains  bacteria  with  extraordinary  rapidity 
and  intensity.  We  then  see  the  bacteria  very  clearly,  and  can  form 
an  opinion  as  to  their  mode  of  multiplication,  which  takes  place 
by  successive  bipartition  or  fission.  This  multiplication,  in  con- 
tradistinction to  the  “ budding  ” of  the  yeast  fungi,  has  given  to 
the  bacteria  the  name  of  “ splitting  or  fissing  fungi,”  or  Schizo- 
mycetes. — It  is  quite  j)0ssible  that  the  jelly  taken  under  our 
observation  does  not  contain  round  “ Cocci,”  but  rodlets  (compare 
Fig.  85  A,  on  jd.  237).  The  rodlets  can  be  identified  as  composed 
of  shorter  segments,  which  stand  out  very  clearly  if  we  add  iodine- 
solution  to  the  preparation.  The  segments  now  appear  much 
shorter  than  they  appeared  in  the  fresh  state  j partition  walls  are 
now  shown  which  formerly  were  invisible.® 

Some  bacteria  are  distinguished  by  the  fact  that  in  the  stages 
preceding  spore-formation  they  form  a starch-like  substance  in 
their  body,  and  then,  on  the  addition  of  iodine  solution,  colour  blue 
or  violet. 


“ See  note  on  page  245a. 
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In  tlie  pellicle  which  has  formed  upon  the  leaf-infusion  (cf. 
Fig.  85,  A,  page  237)  we  have  also  a form  of  zoogloea,  in  which 
the  cell-rows  are  held  together  by  a jelly  into  a superficially  de- 
veloped skin.  This  is  seen  to  be  traversed  by  fine,  undulating 
partly  parallel  threads,  formed  of  cocci  or,  more  commonly,  of  rod- 
lets.  The  segmentation  of  the  rodlets  is  again  made  specially 
clear  by  the  addition  of  iodine-solution.  In  such  material  obtained 
by  cultivation,  the  swarming  stages  of  development  will  often  be 
found.  We  are  almost  certain  to  find  such  in  the  water  in  which 
the  peas  have  been  soaking  for  one  or  two  days.  We  then  see  the 
bacteria  in  dancing  movement,  now  forwards  now  backwards, 
hunting  about  in  different  directions.  Exceedingly  fine  cilia 
have  been  repeatedly  demonstrated  as  the  cause  of  this  movement 
(Fig.  85,  B) ; in  other  cases  these  have  not  been  found. 

If  we  examine  the  pellicle  of  a leaf-infusion  which  has  already 
stood  for  some  time,  we  shall  find  the  rods  or  threads  ultimately 
in  course  of  formation  of  spores  (Fig.  85,  G).  The  contents  of  the 
rods  have  aggregated  at  one  or  several  points,  and  produced 
rounded  or  elliptic  highly-refractive  structures,  which  appear  as 
darker  bodies,  and  are  re  sting -scores.  These  persist,  while  the 
emptied  membrane  of  the  rodlets  is  finally  disintegrated.  In 
material  from  other  cultures  we  shall  quite  as  commonly  find  rod- 
lets  which  have  formed  but  one  resting-spore,  at  one  end,  and  have 
thus  taken  the  form  of  a pin  or  tadpole.  Such  forms,  for  example, 
are  very  frequent  in  the  very  widely-spread  bacteria  of  butyric 
fermentation  (^Clostridium  hutyricuni) A 

As  the  Bacteria  are  the  smallest  of  known  organisms,  for  a more 
complete  study  of  them  the  most  powerful  and  best  objectives,  and 
the  most  favourable  possible  illumination,  are  alike  necessary.  As 
objectives,  those  for  homogeneous  immersion  are  especially  to  be  re- 
commended; while  the  most  advantageous  conditions  of  illumination 
can  be  attained  by  the  aid  of  an  achromatic  condenser,  or  ap- 
paratus such  as  Abbe’s  “ Beleuchtungs-Apparat.”  In  most  cases, 
however,  water-immersion  objectives  will  suffice.  Objectives  for 
water-immersion,  as  well  as  those  for  homogeneous  immersion,  can 
be  used  with  any  of  the  microscopes  we  have  heretofore  specified ; 
but  a condenser,  or  other  similar  apparatus,  can  only  be  added  to 
a microscope  specially  arranged  for  its  use.  They  require,  as  was 
indicated  in  the  Introduction,  one  of  the  larger  microscope  stands. 

If  a water-immersion  lens  is  employed,  cover-glasses  of  a definite 
thickness,  indicated  by  the  optician  (compare  Introduction),  must 

® See  note  on  page  2i5a. 
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be  used.  If  the  objective  is  provided  with  a “correcting  screw,’ 
the  objective  is  regulated  for  any  thickness  of  the  cover-glass,  so 
far  as  this  lies  within  the  ]JOSsible  range,  by  turning  the  correcting 
screw  placed  in  the  upper  part  of  the  objective.  Every  objective 
provided  by  an  optician  has  usually  a definite  value  to  its  screw 
for  each  hundredth  of  a millimetre  thickness  of  the  cover-o-lass. 
In  order  to  use  the  objective,  a small  drop  of  distilled  water  is 
placed  on  its  front  lens.  Care  must  be  taken  that  this  drop  of 
water  is  not  allowed  to  dry ; between  the  cover-glass  and  objec- 
tive, however,  it  is  so  protected  against  evaporation  that  it  will 
usually  last  for  several  hours.  In  moving  the  object-slide,  care 
must  also  be  taken  that  the  drop  of  immersion-fluid  does  not  go  to 
the  edge  of  the  cover-glass,  and  so  mix  with  the  fluid  in  which  the 
object  is  immersed.  If  this  should  happen,  the  objective  should 
be  at  once  cleaned,  and  the  fluid  on  the  cover-glass  removed.  In 
case  an  object,  already  covered  with  a cover-glass,  is  examined 
with  the  water-immersion  objective,  and  the  thickness  of  the 
cover-glass  is  not  known,  the  correction,  if  necessary,  must  be 
arranged  during  the  observation.  While  observing,  we  turn  the 
ring  towards  the  one  and  the  other  side,  and  comjjare  the  effects 
produced.  As  the  correcting  screw  in  almost  all  objectives  is  so 
arranged  that  the  front  lens  remains  immovable,  and  only  the 
upper  lenses  of  the  objective  are  moved,  the  object  remains,  during 
the  correction,  apjjroximately  focussed.  The  correction  is  complete 
when  the  figure  appears  sharpest. 

Objectives  for  “ homogeneous  ” immersion  have  no  correcting 
screw,  and  the  thickness  of  the  cover-glass,  within  the  permissible 
limits,  matters  nothing.  For  these  a drop  of  the  immersion  fluid 
jjrovided  by  the  optician  (oil  of  cedar-wood,  or  a mixture  of  oil  of 
fennel  and  castor  oil,  or  zinc-iodide  glycerine)  is  placed  ujjon  the 
front  lens  of  the  objective.  We  take  the  smallest  j)ossible  quan- 
tity of  the  immersion  fluid ; as  this  does  not  evaporate,  it  need  not 
be  replenished  during  the  observation.  As  with  the  water-immer- 
sion, we  must  take  care  that  in  moving  the  object-slide  the  immersion 
fluid  does  not  run  to  the  edge  of  tlie  cover-glass.  For  cleansing 
the  objective  after  use,  a very  clean  and  often-washed  piece  of 
linen  is  best.  In  order  to  clean  the  cover-glass,  we  use  a piece  of 
linen  moistened  witli  chloroform.  As  objectives  for  homogeneous 
immersion  bear  a change  of  eye-pieces  very  Avell,  we  can  procure 
a complete  series  of  these. 

In  case  the  observer  has  a larger  microscope  stand,  to  which  as 
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e.g.  in  that  illustrated  in  Fig,  83*,  a “condensor”  can  be,  or,  as 
in  Fig.  83,  an  Abbe’s  “ Beleuchtungs-Apparat,”  is  fitted,  this  acces- 
sory apparatus  can  now  be  brought  into  use.  In  order  to  fix 
Abbe’s  apparatus,  the  body  of  the  microscope  must  be  sloped  (even 
more  than  in  Fig.  83),  remove  the  ordinary  mirror,  and  slip  the 
apparatus  in  its  place  in  the  same  gi’oove.  The  apparatus  is  con- 
structed in  one  piece,  and  consists  of  condensor  (c),  diaphragm- 
bearer  (d),  and  double  mirror  (s).  The  apparatus  is  pushed  so  far 
up  that  the  upper  surface  of  the  condensor  lies  only  a little  below 
the  upper  surface  of  the  stage  (as  is  shown  in  the  figure).  The  ap- 
paratus is  then  fixed  in  the  groove  with  a screw  found  just  above 
the  mirror.  Of  the  two  mirrors  the  plane  one  is,  as  a rule,  used 
with  the  apparatus.  The  concave  mirror  should  be  used  only  with 
very  weak  objectives,  if  the  plane  mirror  does  not  illuminate  the 
whole  field  of  view  quite  equally.  With  the  exception  of  a special 
case  of  bacteria  investigation,  which  we  shall  speak  of  directly, 
we  ought  not  to  use  Abbe’s  apparatus  without  a diaphragm.  The 
narrowest  diaphragm  which  gives  sufficient  brightness,  is  in  all 
cases  the  best.  In  order  to  bring  into  use  the  diaphragm  disks 
provided  with  the  instrument,  we  turn  the  diaphragm-carrier  (d), 
which  is  found  under  the  condensor,  away  to  the  right  hand  from 
under  the  stage,  introduce  a diaphragm-disk,  and  then  return  it 
into  its  place.  The  screw  (f)  on  the  diaphragm- carrier  serves 
to  remove  the  diaphragms  out  of  the  central  position,  and  then, 
as  the  diaphragm-carrier  also  turns  in  its  sheath,  we  can  rotate 
them  about  the  axis  of  the  microscope.  We  can  thus  obtain 
oblique  illumination ; to  which,  however,  we  shall  seldom  have 
recourse. 

Abbe’s  “ Beleuchtungs-Apparat  ” is  so  convenient  in  use,  and 
offers  such  great  advantages,  especially  for  difficult  investigations, 
that  it  cannot  be  too  highly  recommende'd.  If  we  are  in  posses- 
sion of  a suitable  stand  with  such  an  apparatus,  it  should  be  used 
for  all  investigations.  Abbe’s  apparatus  can  be  used  also  with 
advantage  with  weak  objectives,  and,  by  changing  and  moving  the 
diaphragms,  permits  all  gradations  and  modifications  of  the  illu- 
mination. The  apparatus  as  above  is  constructed  by  Zeiss. 

This  microscope  of  Zeiss  (Fig.  83),  is  not,  however,  much  in  use 
outside  Germany ; nor  is  Abbe’s  apparatus  suited,  on  its  present 
lines  of  construction,  for  use  with  English  microscopes. — As  the 
English  student  will  probably  purchase  a microscope  of  home 
manufacture  it  is  desirable  to  state  here  that  the  larger,  and 
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typically  English,  stands  are  not  to  be  recommended  for  student 
use.  Their  length  of  body  makes  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  use 
them  upright  without  a special  table ; and  the  upright  position  is, 
all  round,  the  more  convenient  for  student  work.  Nor  are  me- 
chanical appliances  for  moving  the  object-slide  about  on  the  stage 
of  utility  commensurate  Avith  their  cost,  and  the  want  of  inde- 
pendence wliich  they  induce.  Most  of  the  English  makers  manu- 
facture microscopes  with  tubes  of  about  the  Continental  length, 
but  of  better  workmanship  than  the  ordinary  Student  stands, 
and  suited  for  the  addition  of  accessory  illuminating  and  other 
appliances.  Without  desiring  to  assert  or  imply  its  absolute 
superiority,  where  at  least  three  or  four  excellent  instruments 
exist,  the  “ Student  s Stand  ” of  Ross  (monocular)  may  be  looked 
upon  as  typical  of  instruments  of  this  class,  in  which  workmanship 
of  the  highest  excellence  is  combined  with  simplicity  and  moderate 
price.  It  is  illustrated  in  the  accompanying  Fig.  83*.  The  model 
shoAvs  peculiar  lightness  and  stability.  The  body  is  swung  between 
two  pillars,  so  that  it  can  be  removed  from  the  vertical  to  any 
extent  in  the  backAvard  direction,  and  can  even  be  throAvn  a little 
beyond  the  vertical  in  the  forward  direction.  It  has  coarse  rack- 
work  adjustment  of  considerable  delicacy,  and  a fine  adjustment. 
The  eyepieces  are  of  Continental  size.  The  stage  rotates  upon  a 
centre  in  the  optic  axis  of  the  instrument.  The  mirror  slides  up 
and  doAvn  in  a groove  upon  a “swinging  tail-piece  ” (Zentmayer’s) 
Avhich  replaces  the  jointed  arm  of  most  mirrors,  and  enables  rays 
of  any  degree  of  obliquity  to  be  thrown  upon  the  object ; and  the 
mirror  can  even  be  swung  round  above  the  stage  so  as  to  illu- 
minate an  opaque  object  from  above.  The  same  tail-piece  carries 
a cylindrical  bearer  (seen  in  the  figure  between  mirror  and  stage), 
likeAvise  sliding  up  and  doAvn  in  the  same  groove  with  the  mirror, 
in  Avhich  can  be  placed  a condenser  or  other  accessory  apparatus. 
If  the  student  should  not  wish  to  purchase  a special  condensor,  a 
small  adaptor  can  be  obtained,  by  means  of  which  his  one-inch,  or 
other  loAV-power,  objective  can  be  screwed  into  the  carrier,  front 
lens  uppermost,  and  then,  after  sliding  in  the  groove  till  its  proper 
focal  distance  from  the  object,  as  ascertained  by  experiment,  is 
attained,  this  objective  Avill  serve  as  a thoroughly  good  condensor. 
As  the  condensor  is  never  required  excepting  with  high  poAvers, 
the  loAV-poAA’-er  objective  will  always  be  at  liberty  for  this  purpose. 
In  place  of  the  diaphragm  wheel,  as  usually  supplied,  an  “ Iris- 
diaphragrn,”  Avhich,  by  simple  movement  of  a lever  arm,  gives  a 
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Fio.  83*.— Students  monocular  stand  of  Ross,  with  concentric  rotating  glass  stage,  cm? 
eye-piece,  etc.,  as  in  above  figure,  but  no  objective.  Price,  £S  18s.  6d.  About  | actual  size, 


GENERAL  METHODS  OF  WORKING. 


229 


nearly  circular  aperture  of  any  chosen  size,  can  be  added  at  an 
extra  cost  of  about  £1. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  work  with  the  microscope  in  dull  weather, 
or  in  the  evening  in  general,  it  is  an  advantage  to  have  a lamp 
with  a wide  burner,  and  to  shade  between  this  and  the  mirror  of 
the  microscope  by  means  of  a plain  glass  water-bottle,  or  the 
largest  size  possible  of  Florence-flask,  filled  with  a very  dilute 
solution  of  ammonio-cupric  oxide.  Microscoping  in  the  evening 
exhausts  the  eyes  very  little,  provided  care  be  taken  that  the 
surroundings  are  illuminated  just  as  brightly  as  the  field  of  view 
of  the  microscope. 

Small  incandescent  electric  lamps  have  been  recently  recom- 
mended as  sources  of  light ; a current  from  about  three  Bunsen 
elements,  each  about  eight  inches  high,  suffices.  It  is  best  and 
simplest  to  place  the  incandescent  lamp  in  front  of  the  micro- 
scope, and  between  this  and  the  mirror  of  the  instrument  to  place 
a globe  (as  above)  filled  with  very  dilute  ammonio-cupric  oxide. 
The  comparative  richness  of  the  incandescent  light  in  rays  of  short 
wave  length,  although  far  less  marked  than  that  of  the  arc  light, 
makes  it  very  suitable  for  the  study  of  delicate  structural  relations 

As  already  noted,  methyl- violet,  gentiana- violet,  methyl-blue, 
fuchsin.  Bismarck-brown,  and  Vesuvin,  are  especially  serviceable 
for  staining  bacteriads.  These  stains  are  best  used  in  watery 
solution,  which  must  be  either  fresh,  or  at  least  freshly  filtered. 
For  this  purpose  we  keep  a saturated  alcoholic  solution  of  these 
colours  ready,  and  add  one  of  them  drop  by  drop  to  a large 
quantity  of  distilled  water.  Bismark -brown  and  Vesuvin,  how- 
ever, as  they  are  altered  in  alcohol,  must  be  kept  in  watery  solu- 
tion, and  this  must  be  filtered  before  each  use.  The  bacteria  found 
in  a fluid  medium  should  be  spread  in  the  thinnest  possible  layer 
on  the  cover-glass,  and  allowed  to  dry  at  the  temperature  of  the 
room.  If  the  fluid  contains,  albuminous  bodies,  or  mucilage,  these 
must,  after  the  preparation  is  completely  dried,  be  fixed  either  by 
laying  the  cover-glass  for  several  days  in  absolute  alcohol,  or,  still 
simpler,  by  a higher  temperature.  For  this  purpose  we  pass  the 
cover-glass  pretty  quickly  several  times  through  the  gas  or  spirit 
flame,  during  which  the  surface  covered  by  the  bacteria  should  be 
turned  upwards.  We  stain  it  by  spreading  over  the  cover- glass, 
prepared  in  this  or  any  way,  but  which  in  all  cases  must  be  dry,  a 
drop  of  colouring  fluid,  and  allow  it  to  act  for  from  five  to  ten 
minutes.  Or  we  stain  it  in  a saucer,  which  contains  a larger 
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quantity  of  the  colouring' fluid,  on  which  the  cover-glass  is  allowed 
to  float  for  from  ten  to  thirty  minutes.  Warming  the  fluid  from 
30*^  to  60°  C.  (86°  to  140°  F.),  hastens  the  operation.  After  com- 
plete staining,  the  cover-glass  is  washed  in  distilled  water,  dried 
at  the  temperature  of  the  room,  a drop  of  oil  of  turpentine,  xylol, 
or  cedar  oil  placed  upon  it,  and  the  examination  carried  on  in  this. 
If  the  preparation  is  to  be  preserved,  remove  the  oil  with  blotting 
paper  and  imbed  in  dammar  or  in  Canada  balsam,  which,  howevei’, 
must  be  dissolved  in  turpentine  and  not  in  chloroform.  Care 
should  be  taken,  in  case  the  preparation  should  be  later  on  ex- 
amined with  a homogeneous  immersion  objective,  that  the  dammar 
or  Canada  balsam  does  not  come  out  from  the  edge  of  the  cover- 
glass,  since  both  of  these  are  soluble  in  the  immersion  oil,  and  the 
Avhole  cover-glass  would  thus  be  soiled.  This  inconvenience  can 
also  be  obviated  by  making  at  the  edge  of  the  cover-glass,  after 
the  dammar  or  Canada  balsam  has  become  dry,  a border  of  black 
varnish,  or  of  gold-size.  To  do  this,  a small  camel-hair  brush  is 
used,  and  care  is  taken  that  the  varnish  does  not  run  over  the 
cover- glass  more  than  is  necessary. 

If  the  preparation  happens  to  be  overstained,  a result  brought 
about  with  especial  ease  when  the  colouring  fluid  is  warmed,  a 
portion  of  the  colour  can  be  removed  by  allowing  absolute  alcohol 
(quite  free  from  acid)  to  work  upon  it  for  a sufficient  length  of 
time.  Or  the  same  result  can  be  attained  by  using  oil  of  cloves  for 
the  purpose  of  “ clearing”  the  preparation,  for  this  oil  extracts 
more  or  less  of  the  colour,  according  to  the  length  of  action. 
Overstained  and  then  partially  decolorised  preparations  are  often 
the  most  beautiful.  Chloroform  would  remove  the  colour,  and 
hence  must  not  be  used  as  the  solvent  for  Canada  balsam  in  per- 
manent mounting.  For  the  same  reason  the  Canada  balsam  must 
not  be  used  warm.  For  permanent  mounting  in  Canada  balsam 
some  degree  of  overstaining  is  an  advantage,  as  the  balsam  slowly 
extracts  some  of  the  colour. 

In  the  examination  of  fluids  for  bacteria,  it  must,  however,  be 
noted  that  different  kinds  of  granulation  may  be  present,  which 
make  observation  more  difficult,  and  may  even  be  deceptive. 
To  remove  these  we  make  use  of  the  resistance  of  bacteria  to  dilute 
mineral  acids,  to  acetic  acid,  and  to  weak  alkalies.  We  use  50 
per  cent,  acetic  acid,  or  12  per  cent,  sulphuric  acid,  or,  what  is 
still  better,  3 per  cent,  potash  solution.  In  this  last  the  prepara- 
tion becomes  at  once  as  transparent  as  is  needful,  the  bacteria 
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stand  out  prominently,  and  increase  in  size  somewhat  through 
swelling,  so  that  we  can  even  make  use  of  less  strong  magnifying 
powers.  Since  the  larger  fatty  masses,  in  case  they  are  present, 
interfere  with  observation  very  seriously,  it  is  necessary  to  take 
care  to  remove  them.  This  can  be  effected  either  by  covering  the 
dry  preparation  with  a drop  of  potash,  and  warming  it  over  a 
flame  till  bubbles  begin  to  form,  whereby  the  oil  is  converted  into 
soap,  or  the  dry  preparation  is  manipulated  for  a few  minutes  in  a 
watch-glass  of  chloroform,  and  afterwards  with  absolute  alcohol, 
and  after  this  latter  has  evaporated,  potash  applied. 

A concentrated  solution  of  pure  dry  iodide  of  zinc  in  pure 
glycerine  can  also  be  used  as  a fluid  for  immersion  objectives. 
This,  after  filtering,  if  necessary,  is  evaporated  in  a water-bath  to 
the  refractive  index  1-518  (for  line  D of  spectrum).  This  fluid 
does  not  attack  balsam  in  settings  of  the  cover-glasses,  and  has 
the  further  advantage  that  it  can  easily  be  washed  off  from  the 
cover-glass  with  water."*  Preparations  stained  with  Bismarck- 
browm  or  with  Vesuvin  retain  their  colour  also  in  glycerine,  and 
can  therefore  be  preserved  in  it.  The  closure  of  the  edges  of  the 
cover-glass  can  be  effected  with  Canada  balsam  in  chloroform. 
After  some  days  or  weeks,  just  as  is  convenient,  the  Canada  balsam 
can  be  covered  with  a layer  of  gold-size  or  of  varnish,  not  in  order 
to  prevent  the  immersion-oil  from  attacking  the  closing  cement 
but  because  it  is  recommended  especially  as  very  durable.  Canada 
balsam  in  chloroform  is  apt,  when  dry,  to  spring.  Hence  the 
advantage  of  turpentine,  since  the  fat  is  left  behind  in  drying,  and 
the  balsam  never  becomes  brittle.  There  is  a concurrent  dis- 
advantage, however,  that  the  slides  must  not  be  pressed  one  on 
another  for  any  length  of  time,  or  they  may  stick  together.  Nor 
must  the  proportion  of  fat  in  the  balsam  be  allowed,  by  adding 
repeatedly  more  turpentine  to  dilute  it  in  its  bottle,  to  become 
considerable.  Covering  with  gold-size  is  advisable. 

If  one  of  the  larger  forms  of  bacteria  is  under  examination,  we 
may  also,  with  the  aid  of  our  strongest  objective  and  the  most 
successful  staining,  learn  something  about  the  contents  of  the 
cells.  These  appear  to  be  a homogeneous  plasma,  in  which  can  be 
embedded  finer  or  coarser  granules,  which  probably  consist  of  fat. 
Nuclei  cannot  be  identified  even  in  the  largest  forms.  Only  in 
rare  cases  are  the  bodies  of  the  bacteria  coloured  while  in  living 
condition. 

If  we  have  at  command  water  in  which  algce,  especially  Spirogyra 
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Fig.  si — SpirocTicete  pli- 
catilis,  after  aniline  Btain- 
ing,  partially  showing  the 
segmentation  into  rootlets 
(x510). 


and  Vatccheria,  are  decaying,  and  examine  a little  of  this  fluid,  we 
shall  find  in  it,  almost  to-  a certainty,  motile,  exceedingly  fine 
spiral  threads  (Fig.  84),  These  flexible,  corkscrew-like  threads 

more  rapidly  in  the  water.  They  turn  on 
their  axis,  and  at  the  same  time  bend  to  and 
fro.  Individuals  suddenly  stand  still,  then 
hasten  o-n  again.  The  spirals  found  under 
such  circumstances  in  all  probability  belong 
to  Spirochcete  plicatilis,  the  Spirochcete  of 
marshes.  If  these  spirals  are  allowed  to  dry, 
and  stained,  we  shall  see  that  they  are  not 
unicellular,  but  consist  of  successive  seg- 
ments, which  may  vary  in  length  according 
to  circumstances.  Very  fine  Spirochsete  can 
usually  be  obtained  by  keeping  in  a warm 
place  a filtered  infusion  of  pea-flour. 

On  the  same  decomposing  algae,  or  on  pieces  of  other  decompos- 
ing aquatic  plants,  or  other  similar  substratum,  we  commonly  see 
growing  fine  threads,  which  are  Beggiatoa  alba  (Vauch).®  These 
bacteriads  are  especially  widely  diffused  in  water  which  receives 
the  refuse  from  factories,  and  in  sulphur  springs.  They  then 
often  cover  the  masses  of  mud  on  the  bottom  and  sides  with  a 
dirty- white  layer.  They  are  amongst  the  largest  known  bacteria, 
and  can  be  distinguished  with  even  comparatively  low  magnifi- 
cation. The  threads  are  of  variable  thickness  (from  O'OOI  to 
0'005  mm.),  are  attached  or  free,  the  free  however  only  being 
parts  of  those  attached.  A segmentation  of  the  threads  into 
shorter  or  longer  rodlets  is  more  or  less  distinct;  the  cell- contents 
are  usually  distinguished  by  a greater  or  less  number  of  strongly 
refractive  grains.  If  we  allow  the  preparation  to  dry,  and  run  in 
bisulphide  of  carbon,  the  grains  are  dissolved ; they  consist  of 
sulphur.  In  threads  very  rich  in  sulphur  the  segmentation  is 
indistinct,  and  only  appears  after  aniline  staining,  or  after  heatiug 
in  glycerine  or  in  sulphite  of  soda.  By  the  glycerine  the  grains 
are  partly,  by  the  sulphite  of  soda  completely,  dissolved.  By  cross 
segmentation  the  threads  can  separate  into  cocci,  and  it  has  been 
observed  that,  in  thicker  threads,  even  a quadripartition  of  the 
cells  can  result  from  this  cross  division.  Moreover,  “ swarming  ” 
cocci,  rodlets,  and  spirals  have  been  observed  as  developmental 
stages  of  Beggiatoa.  The  attached  threads  can,  in  their  upper 
parts,  be  spirally  bent.  The  straight  as  well  as  the  spiral  fi'ag- 
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ments  of  threads  are  flexible,  and  show  creeping  movements. 
These  characters  serve  to  connect  Begglatoa  with  the  Oscillatorians. 
Beggiatoa  separates  out  the  sulphur  compound  from  the  water  in 
which  it  dwells,  and  thus  sets  free  a more  or  less  considerable 
quantity  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  Beggiatoa  alba  can  be  readily 
grown  on  pieces  of  grey  india-rubber  tubing  kept  in  water.  It 
will  usually  have  formed  a good  coat  in  about  a couple  of  months. 

We  will  now  turn  our  attention  to  another  object,  which  shows 
the  coccus,  rodlet,  and  spiral,  and  at  the  same  time  the  thread 
form,  combined.  For  this  purpose  we  will  use  the  white  “fur  ” 
of  teeth.  If  a little  is  diffused  in  a drop  of  water,  and  examined 
with  the  strongest  possible  magnification,  we  shall  see  long,  ap- 


Fig.  84*.  Bacteria  of  the  fur  of  teeth,  a,  Lcptothrix  hucciUs,  in  a*  after  action 
of  iodine  ; b,  Micrococcus ; c,  Spirillum  dentium,  after  action  of  iodine ; d,  “comma 
bacillus”  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  (x800). 

parently  unsegmented  threads,  of  various  lengths  and  thickness, 
grouped  together  into  close  bundles  (Fig.  84*,  a).  These  threads 
and  rodlets  have  been  described  as  Leptothrix  huccalis,  Robin,  but 
it  has  not  yet  been  determined  with  certainty  that  they  belong  to  a 
single  definite  species.  If  the  preparation  be  treated  with  iodine, 
the  threads  appear  as  composed  of  short  segments ; not  in- 
frequently the  contents,  especially  of  the  thicker  threads,  assume 
a blue  colour.  These  threads  are  always  embedded  in  dense, 
gelatinous,  irregular  balls  of  micrococci  (6).  Between  them  we 
can  usually  see  spiral  Spirilla  in  active  movement.  These  are 
Spirillum  dentium  (c).  More  rarely,  amongst  all  these  forms  are 
also  found  thin,  arched,  relatively  short  rodlets  (d),  mostly  in 
active  jumping  movement,  which  have  been  identified  as  the 
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“ comma  ” bacilli  of  the  mucus  of  the  mouth.  All  these  bacteria 
live  as  saprophytes  on  the  mucous  membrane  or  the  fur  of  teeth, 
but  are  also  concerned  in  the  decay  of  teeth,  in  that  they  penetrate 
into  the  calcified  tissues  of  the  teeth,  and  destroy  the  softened 
bone. 

In  Begrjiatoa  alba  we  have  an  example  of  a pleomorphic  species 
of  bacteriad,  into  the  developmental  circle  of  which  various  forms 
enter,^  which  we  have  recognised  as  Micrococcus,  Bacterium, 
Bacillus,  Vibrio,  Spirochiete,^  etc.  But  it  appears  certain  that 
pleomorphism  is  absent  from  the  greater  number  of  bacteria,  and 
that  these  assume  the  same  form  under  the  most  diverse  cultural 
conditions.  The  globules  or  ellipsoidal  forms  we  call  cocci;  rods, 
threads,  and  screws  have  a corresponding  form.  The  shorter 
rodlets  are  disting-uished  as  Bacteria  from  the  longfer  Bacillus:  the 
simple  threads  as  Beptothrix,  the  branched  Gladothrlx ; the  spirals 
with  comparatively  wide  turns  and  greater  thickness  of  the 
threads  are  called  Spirillum  ; or,  if  they  contain  sulphur,  Ophido- 
monas ; spirals  with  elongated  turns.  Vibrio ; very  thin  spirals, 
with  small  diameter  and  also  smaller  distance  of  the  turns, 
Spirochcete ; riband-like  tapering  spirals,  Spiromonas ; flexible 
sj^irals,  whose  ends  coil  back  towards  one  another,  Spirulina}^ 

We  have  seen  in  the  study  of  the  segmenting  algfe  that  they 
also  are  distinguished  by  like  variability  of  form  in  the  different 
stages  of  development ; and  the  comparison  of  the  bacteriads  with 
these  segmenting  algee  leads,  in  fact,  to  the  presumption  of  some 
blose  relationship  between  these  organisms.  In  the  segmenting 
algae  also  we  have  made  the  acquaintance  of  cocci,  rodlets,  threads, 
and  spiral  forms.  Moreover,  we  have  met  with  the  phenomena  of 
movement  amongst  them,  and  even  in  their  ability  to  resist  high 
temperatures  the  segmenting  algie  approach  the  segmenting  fungi. 
The  first  plants  which  show  themselves  in  hot  springs  are  seg- 
menting algae,  though  it  is  true  they  do  not  resist  so  high  tempera- 
tures as,  e.g.,  the  spores  of  the  bacteria  of  hay,  whose  capabilities 
for  germination  temporary  boiling  seems  only  to  heighten.  More- 
over, in  the  structure  of  their  cell-body,  segmenting  algae  resemble 
segmenting  fungi,  since  both  groups  are  devoid  of  nucleus  and 
of  separated  chromatophores.  To  this  we  may  add  the  mode  of 
vegetative  multiplication,  which  gives  to  the  two  sections  their 
respective  names.  For  the.se  reasons  we  can  consider  the  segment- 
ing fungi  to  be  a colourless  section  of  the  segmenting  alga©,  or,  at 
any  rate,  one  devoid  of  a colour  which  enables  carbon-assimilation, 
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and  which,  together  with  the  segmenting  algae,  form  the  class  of, 
segmenting  plants,  the  Schizophyta. 

Bacillus  tuberculosis,  of  recent  times  considered  to  he  the  cause 
of  tuberculosis  in  the  sputum  of  consumptives,^^  is  alw-^ays  motion- 
less, very  minute,  somewhat  tapering  at  its  ends,  and  now  and 
then  w'ith  four  to  six  grains,  which  are  considered  to  be  spores, 
in  the  interior.  This  Bacillus  is  distinguished  by  special  relations 
towards  staining  reagents,  which  render  it  possible  to  distinguish 
it  from  other  Bacilli.  The  substance  to  be  tested  is  spread  as  flat 
as  possible  upon  a cover-glass,  and  allowed  to  dry  at  the  tem- 
perature of  the  room.  The  albumen  present  is  then  fixed  by 
passing  the  slide  bearing  the  cover-glass  three  or  four  times 
through  a spirit  or  gas  flame,  the  preparation  side  turned  up- 
wards. We  then  saturate  a quantity  of  water  with  aniline  by 
shaking  up  the  water  with  an  overplus  of  this  body.  We  filter  it 
through  paper  previously  damped  with  distilled  water,  and  add  to 
100  parts  (by  measure)  of  the  fluid,  drop  by  drop,  11  parts  of  a 
saturated  alcoholic  solution  of  fuchsine  or  of  methyl  violet,  and 
then  10  parts  of  absolute  alcohol.  This  staining  fluid  can  be  pre- 
served for  at  least  ten  days  in  a well-closed  glass,  without  its  being 
necessary  to  filter  each  time  it  is  used.  The  cover-glass  is  now 
allowed  to  float  for  half  a day  in  this  fluid.  The  staining  proceeds 
more  quickly  if  the  solution  is  warmed  till  evolution  of  bubbles 
commences.  The  action  need  then  only  last  ten  minutes.  After 
this  the  cover-glass  is  laid  for,  at  the  most,  a half-minute  in  a 
solution  of  1 part  nitric  acid  to  3 or  4 parts  distilled  water,  and 
then  for  some  minutes  in  60  per  cent,  alcohol.  The  entire  pre- 
paration is  thus  coloured,  with  the  exception  of  the  tubercle 
bacilli,  if  any  such  are  present.  The  preparation  is  then  observed 
in  winter  ; or  it  can  be  washed  in  water,  allowed  to  dry,  and  after- 
wards mounted  in  Canada-balsam  dissolved  in  turpentine. — The 
material  for  preparation  of  sections  must  be  well  hardened  in 
absolute  alcohol,  or,  if  hardened  in  other  ways,  must  lie  a long 
time  in  alcohol.  The  sections  are  then  stained  in  the  same  way 
as  above  described.  They  must  remain  in  the  staining  fluid  at 
least  twelve  hours.  After  being  passed  through  60  per  cent, 
alcohol,  they  can  be  placed  for  some  minutes  in  dilute  watery 
solution  of  Vesuvin  or  methyl-blue.  They  are  then  once  more 
washed  in  60  per  cent,  alcohol,  passed  from  thence  into  absolute 
alcohol,  in  order  that,  when  completely  deprived  of  water,  they 
may  be  placed  in  oil  of  cedar  (which  does  not  extract  the  aniline 
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colours  from  the  preparation),  in  which  they  can  be  examined.  In 
order  to  preserve  them,  the  preparations  are  mounted  in  Canada- 
balsam  dissolved  in  turpentined^  Tubercle  bacilli  are  beautifully 
visible  with  magnification  of  300  diameters. — These  bacilli  are 
likewise  stained  with  great  intensity  by  fuchsin  prepared  in  the 
following  manner  : — In  100  gram  of  a 5 per  cent,  watery  solution 
of  carbolic  acid  is  dissolved  1 gi'am  fuchsin,  and  then  10  grams 
alcohol  added.  Filter.  The  solution  keeps  well.  It  is  advisable 
to  warm  the  fluid  in  using  it.^^* — For  bacteria  found  in  fluids 
double-staining  has  also  been  employed.  According  to  one  of 
these  methods,^^  the  fluid  diffused  on  the  cover-glass  is  dried,  and 
fixed  with  osmic  acid  vapour,  or  with  a 0*5  per  cent,  solution  of 
chromic  acid.  It  is  then  washed  with  distilled  water,  and  stained, 
usually  for  from  half  an  hour  to  an  hour,  with  O'OOl  per  cent, 
aniline  green.  It  is  again  washed  for  from  twenty-four  to  forty 
minutes  with  distilled,  weakly  acidulated,  water,  in  order  to  de- 
colorize the  elements  of  the  tissue.  After  once  more  w'ashing  in 
distilled  water,  the  preparation  is  placed  for  some  minutes  in  a 
weak  solution  of  picro-carmine.  After  being  once  more  washed, 
the  preparation  is  dehydrated  by  absolute  alcohol,  or  simply  by 
drying,  and  finally,  if  necessary,  is  cleared  with  oil  of  cloves  and 
put  up  in  Canada-balsam. 

In  order  to  study  bacteriads  in  the  interior  of  the  tissues,  it  is 
best  to  harden  the  tissues  by  placing  them  for  at  least  from  one 
to  two  days  in  absolute,  or  at  least  90°  to  95°  alcohol.  For 
staining  the  bacteriads  the  colours  already  known  to  us  come  into 
use.  In  preparations  stained  with  gentiana-violet  or  with  methyl- 
violet,  the  tissues  are  completely  decolorized  with  strong  alcohol 
in  which  is  a trace  of  potash,  while  the  bacteriads  retain  the 
colour.  A like  effect  can  be  attained  by  laying  the  preparation 
for  at  most  a half-minute  in  picric  acid,  whereby  the  tissue  takes 
at  once  a yellow  coloration.  After  decolorizing  the  tissue  in 
alcohol  this  can  be  again  stained  with  iodine-green,  methyl-green, 
eosin,  magdala,  acid-fuchsine,  and  other  stains,  which  are  not 
taken  up  by  the  bacteriads.^^  Good  double-staining  is  also  attained 
by  gentiana-violet  and  picro-carmine.^^  The  best  means  for  stain- 
ing bacteriads  in  the  interior  of  the  tissues  is,  however,  usually  a 
solution  of  gentiana-violet  in  aniline  water,  and  a solution  of 
potassium-iodide  iodine.^®  The  aniline  water  is  prepared  in  the 
way  given  upon  page  234,  and  dry  gentiana-violet  is  dissolved  in 
it  to  saturation,  or  5 parts  of  a saturated  alcoholic  solution  of 
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gentiami- violet  are  added  to  100  parts  of  this  water.  This  is 
filtered  before  each  time  of  use.  The  solution  can  be  kept  for 
months.  The  sections  are  transferred  from  absolute  alcohol,  for 
some  minutes,  into  the  staining  fluid,  then  for  from  one  to  three 
minutes  into  dilute  potassium-iodide  iodine  solution  (1  part  iodine, 
2 parts  potassium-iodide,  and  300  parts  distilled  water),  then  into 
absolute  alcohol.  In  this  the  sections  must  be  decolorized.  They 
are  then  cleared  in  oil  of  cloves,  and  embedded  in  Canada-balsam 
dissolved  in  xylol.  The  tissue  now  appears  decolorized,  the  bac- 
teriads  stained  dark  blue.  The  hacilli  of  typhus,  also  the  cocci 
in  many  cases  of  pneumonia,  are  decolorized  by  this  process,  and 
are  distinguished  thus  from  most  other  hacilli.  Treatment  for  a 
very  short  time  with  a weak  solution  of  Vesuvin  before  placing  in 
oil  of  cloves  gives  beautiful  double  coloration,  in  that  the  tissue 
now  appears  stained  brown.  Instructive  coloration  is  also  obtained 
with  safranin  upon  sections  which  were  hardened  in  alcohol  or  in 
chromic  acid. Equal  parts  of  a concentrated  watery  and  a con- 
centrated alcoholic  solution  of  safranin  are  mixed  together,  and 
the  sections  allowed  to  lie  in  this  for  half  an  hour,  then  washed  a 
little  in  water,  and  for  some  minutes  in  absolute  alcohol,  trans- 
ferred to  oil  of  turpentine,  and  put  up  in  Ganada-balsam. 

In  order  to  find  bacteriads  in  tissues,  after  they  have  been  com- 
pletely stained,  Abbe’s  apparatus  [or  other  condensor]  can  be 
used  with  great  advantage,  and  in  a special  fashion.^®  After 
focussing  the  preparation  the  diaphragm  is  completely  removed, 
so  that  the  cone  of  illumination  filling  the  entire  objective  comes 
into  use.  Thereby  the  figures  of  all  uncoloured  parts,  which  are 
only  distinguishable  by  differences  in  their  refractive  indices, 
more  or  less  completely  disappear,  while  the  coloured  light- 
absorbing bodies  remain  visible.  We  distinguish  this  method  as 
“ isolation  of  the  coloured  images.” 

After  we  have  thus  made  ourselves  acquainted  with  the  different 
developmental  forms  and  methods  of  research,  we  will  now  point 
out  the  methods  of  culture,  which  come  into  use  for  breeding 
bacteriads  ; we  will  breed  a definite  bacteriad,  and  follow  out  more- 
over its  entire  development.  For  this  purpose  we  soak  dry  hay^^ 
in  the  smallest  possible  quantity  of  spring  water,  and  let  the 
infusion  stand  for  four  hours  in  a warm  chamber  at  a constant 
temperature  of  36°  C.  ( = about  96°  F.).  Then  pour  off  the  extract 
without  filtering,  and  if  it  is  too  concentrated  dilute  it,  so  as  to 
be  more  safe,  to  a specific  gravity  of  I 004.  Now  place  the  fluid 
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in  a flask  holding  at  least  500  ccm.  The  flask  is  stopped  with 
cotton-wool,  and  the  fluid  then  boiled  very  gently  for  an  hour. 
Then  let  the  temperature  sink  to,  and  remain  at  36°  C.  In  the 
course  of  a day  or  a day  and  a half,  a delicate  grey  skin  will  have 
formed  on  the  surface  of  the  fluid ; this  consists  of  the  zooglcea 
stage  of  Bacillus  suhtilis,  the  bacteriad  of  hay.  We  have  made 
use  of  the  power  possessed  by  the  spores  of  this  bacteriad,  of 
resisting  boiling  heat  for  a long  time,  in  order  to  obtain  a pure 
culture  of  them.  Bacteriads  in  general  are  distinguished  by  their 
power  of  resisting  high  temperatures,  the  bacteriad  of  hay  stands, 
however,  foremost  in  this  respect.  Of  the  pellicle  obtained  as 
above  we  now  transfer  a little,  with  a suitable  quantity  of  the 
fluid  to  an  object-slide,  and  examine  the  object  with  the  strongest 
magnification  which  we  have  at  command.  We  find  the  pellicle 


Fig.  85. — Bacillus  suhtilis.  A,  the  pellicle  (x  600);  B,  “scanning”  rodlets  (x  1000); 
C,  spore  formation  ( x 800 ) . 

formed  of  long,  segmented,  wavy  threads,  running  parallel  to  one 
another.  The  threads  remain  for  the  most  part  in  their  position, 
because  they  are  held  together  by  an  invisible  jelly  (Fig.  85  A). 
The  threads  consist  of  cylindrical  rodlets  of  various  length,  in 
general  however,  twice  or  thrice  as  long  as  broad.  The  substance 
of  the  threads  appears  homogeneous,  colourless,  pretty  strongly 
refractive.  Even  with  the  strongest  magnification  no  other 
structure  is  recognisable.  With  chlorzinc  iodine  the  rodlets  are 
stained  throughout,  and  very  clearly,  a brownish  yellow.  The 
figures  are  thus  obtained  better  than  with  the  other  solutions  of 
iodine.  The  segments  of  the  threads  appear  thereby  in  general 
shorter  than  in  the  fresh  state,  because  now  all  the  limits  are 
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visible.  In  order  sharply  to  differentiate  the  rodlets,  we  can  stain 
them,  according  to  the  methods  already  known  to  ns,  with  fnchsine, 
methyl- violet,  gentiana-violet,  or  Vesuvin,  and  then  keep  them  as 
permanent  preparations  in  Canada-balsam  or  in  dammar. 

Picro-nigrosine  can  also  be  nsed  with  advantage  for  fixing  and 
staining  the  preparation. 

If  we  focus  upon  a particular  spot  in  the  pellicle  with  a magni- 
fication of  about  1000,  we  can  observe  the  division  (segmentation) 
of  the  rodlets  direct.-®  It  is  best  to  draw  the  piece  of  the  thread 
in  question  at  short  intervals  with  the  camera,  and  compare  the 
drawings,  so  as  to  show  the  changes  which  have  taken  place.  If 
abundant  food-stuff  is  still  in  the  fluid,  the  individual  rodlets 
divide  every  half-an-hour  to  an  hour  and  a half.  The  higher  the 
temperature  of  the  room,  the  more  rapid  the  division.  The 
rodlets  increase  in  length  without  becoming  thinner ; when  they 
have  attained,  however,  a definite  size,  a dark  partition-wall 
appears  across  their  middle.  This  process  of  division  explains 
the  arrangement  of  the  rodlets  and  threads ; it  explains  also  the 
wavy  course  of  the  threads,  which  grow  at  all  points  by  inter- 
calary growth,  and  if  the  ends  cannot  become  further  removed, 
the  thread  must  become  laterally  contorted.  For  this  reason,  the 
whole  pellicle  shows  a wrinkling  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  We 
next  transfer  a fragment  of  the  pellicle  into  a moist  chamber,  in 
order  to  examine  it  in  a suspended  drop.  For  this  purpose  we  will 
use  the  simplest  possible  moist  chamber,  to  wit  a small  frame  of 
pasteboard.  Such  a frame  is  cut  out  of  tolerably  thick  paste- 
board, its  inner  aperture  being  somewhat  smaller  than  the  size  of 
the  cover-glass  we  propose  to  use,  while  its  outer  diameter  does 
not  exceed  the  width  of  the  object-slide.  This  frame  is  soaked  in 
water  till  it  is  completely  saturated,  and  then  laid  upon  an  object- 
slide.*  On  the  middle  of  a cover-glass  is  placed  a drop,  spread 
flat,  of  the  culture  fluid,  into  which  the  object  for  investigation 
is  transferred.  The  cover-glass  is  turned  rapidly  upside  doAvn, 
with  the  drop  hanging  below,  and  laid  upon  the  pasteboard  frame. 
If  the  observation  is  to  be  long  and  continuous,  a drop  of  water  is 
from  time  to  time  placed  upon  the  frame,  so  that  it  shall  not  be- 
come dry.  If  the  observation  is  interrupted,  the  preparation  can 

* After  and  before  using  the  pasteboard  culture-cell  it  is  desirable  to  place 
it  for  a few  minutes  in  alcohol,  so  as  to  kill  any  organisms  which  may  adhere 
to  it,  or  the  culture  may  be  vitiated.  This  applies  equally  strongly  to  other 
cultures.  [Ed.] 
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be  protected  from  evaporation  in  a large  moist  chamber.  In  order 
to  again  find  a definite  spot  in  the  preparation,  the  object-slide 
must  be  brought  back  again  into  its  original  position,  for  which 
its  outline  can  be  drawn  with  a sharply  pointed  pencil  upon  the 
stage.  It  is  still  better  in  this  and  similar  cases,  to  cut  a cross  on 
the  stage  by  means  of  a sharp  instrument,  right  and  left  of  the 
central  aperture.  Then,  when  the  object-slide  is  in  the  required 
position,  similar  crosses  can  be  made  upon  it  with  one  of  the 
sharply  pointed  colour  pencils  mentioned  in  the  Introduction  or 
with  a writing  diamond.  It  is  then  easy  later  on  to  replace  the 
object-slide  thus  marked  in  exactly  the  same  position.*  If  the 
food  materials  of  the  drop  are  exhausted,  the  vegetative  segmenta- 
tion or  bipartition  is  arrested  and  the  spore  formation  at  once 
begins.  After  the  lapse  of  from  six  to  eight  hours  there  can  be 
seen  in  the  threads,  at  thereabouts  equal  distances,  ellipsoid, 
strongly  refractive  spores  (Fig.  85  G).  Elsewhere  the  threads 
appear  empty ; only  the  colourless  sheaths  unite  the  spores.  At 
some  places  in  the  preparation,  one  is  certain  to  find  spores  still 
in  course  of  formation.  They  appear  in  the  form  of  collections 
of  more  refractive  material  situated  most  usually  towards  the 
middle  of  the  rodlet.  The  aggregation  becomes  continually 
stronger,  while  the  rodlet  becomes  emptied,  and  at  last  the  for- 
mation of  the  spore  is  complete.  If  the  culture  is  allowed  to 
continue  some  hours  longer,  the  sheaths  of  the  rodlets  will  have 
become  indistinct,  and  after  the  lapse  of  about  a day  the  spores 
appear  free,  and  sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the  drop.  In  contra- 
distinction to  the  rodlets,  the  spores  hardly,  or  not  at  all,  stain 
with  gentiana  violet  and  the  other  stains  we  have  recommended, 
with  the  exception  of  the  carbolized  fuchsine  and  alcohol  solu- 
tion given  on  page  235,  wdiich,  especially  when  warmed,  stains 
the  spores  very  deeply.  The  spores  germinate  very  easily  if 
they  are  transferred  to  fresh  nutrient  fluid ; more  slowly  at  the 
temperature  of  the  room,  quicker  at  30°  C.  [ = 86°  F.].  It  is  best 
to  boil  them  for  five  minutes,  and  cool  them  slowly.  Then  in 
about  two  to  three  hours  wc  shall  see  the  commencement  of 
germination.'^  The  spore-membrane  is  opened  on  one  side,  the 
minute  germ  begins  to  protrude  here,  and  elongates  gradually 

* For  the  purpose  of  keeping  a particular  spot  under  observation  for  several 
successive  days,  i.e.,  without  removal  from  the  stage  of  the  microscope,  one 
end  of  a few  strands  of  loose  wick  can  be  inserted  between  the  layers  of  the 
pasteboard,  while  tbe  other  end  can  dip  into  a vessel  of  distilled  water.  The 
water  sucked  up  by  the  wick  will  keep  the  pasteboard  moist.  [Ed.] 
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into  a rodlet.  Its  Linder  end  remains  inserted  in  the  spore-case. 
Abont  twelve  Lours  elapse  before  tLe  rodlet  divides  for  tlie  first 
time.  In  tLe  meantime  tlie  preparation  will  sLow  all  stages  of 
germination.  As  a rule,  tLe  germinated  rodlets  at  once  set  up 
movement,  tliej  enter  unto  tLe  “ swarming  ” or  “ roving  ” stage. 
SucL  a swarming  rodlet  still  carries  about  at  its  Linder  end  its 
spore-case.  TLe  number  of  tLe  “ swarmers  ” becomes  bj  succes- 
sive divisions  continually  greater,  and  tliey  fill  tLe  entire  fluid 
before  the  beginning  of  the  formation  of  the  pellicle.  Then  the 
swarmers  collect  on  the  surface  of  the  fluid,  come  to  rest  there, 
and  produce  the  pellicle.  TLe  rodlets  are  of  unequal  length,  and 
consist  of  a varying  number  of  segments  (Fig.  85  B).  Their 
movement  is  serpentine.  We  allow  the  fluid  containing  the 
swarmers  to  dry  upon  the  cover-glass,  and  stain  them  then  by  one 
of  the  methods  given  upon  pp.  234-5.-^  TLe  swarmers  Lave  a 
cilium  at  each  end,  the  identification  of  which  is  not  easy.^-^  They 
are  most  readily  made  visible  if  the  dry  cover-glass  preparation  is 
stained  with  watery  extract  of  logwood.  In  order  to  fix  the  stain, 
the  cover-glass  can  be  laid  for  a time  in  0'5  per  cent,  solution  of 
chromic  acid.  The  preparation  is  washed  in  water,  and  either 
observed  direct  in  this,  <or  dried,  cleared  in  cedar  oil,  and  en- 
closed in  Canada  balsam. 

Let  us  now  select  for  examination  Bacterium  Termo,  the  constant 
accompaniment  of  numerous  processes  of  decay.  We  may  reckon 
pretty  well  with  certainty  to  find  swarmers  of  B.  Termo  in  water 
in  which  peas  and  beans  have  been  left  to  rot.  We  readily  pre- 
pare a suitable  culture  if  we  take  a drop  of  this  fluid  and  transfer 
it  to  a proper  nutrient  solution.  For  such,  Cohn’s  “ normal  solu- 
tion” can  be  recommended  j this  consists  of  1 gr.  acid  phosphate  of 
lime,  I gr.  sulphate  of  magnesia,  2 grs.  neutral  acetate  of  ammo- 
nia, and  I gr.  calcium-chloride  dissolved  in  200  grs.  distilled  water. 
By  repeated  transfer  of  infected  drops  into  new  culture  fluid,  a 
pure  culture  will  at  length  be  obtained.  It  is  characteristic  for 
B.  Termo  that  in  a few  days  the  culture  fluid  becomes  milkily  tur- 
bid, and  forms  then  a greenish  pellicle.  Microscopical  investiga- 
tion shows  rod-like  cells,  of  about  0‘0015  mm.  long,  and  from  4 to 
i that  in  breadth,  in  course  of  active  bipartition,  and  thence  united 
in  pairs,  but  scarcely  in  large  rows.  The  movement  is  peculiarly 
jerky.  Motionless  individuals  fill  the  zoogloea,  which  ultimately 
‘ forms  a greenish  slimy  skin  or  clots  on  the  surface  of  the  fluid. 
Spore-formation  has  not  yet  been  observed.  If  we  examine  swarm- 
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ing  bacteria  in  a drop  of  fluid  under  a cover- glass,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  movement  soon  ceases.  For  the  observation  of  this  phenomenon 
the  swarmers  of  B.  Termo  are  very  well  suited.  After  obtaining 
an  active  pure  culture,  as  described  above,  a drop  of  the  fluid  con- 
taining the  swarmers  is  observed  under  a cover  glass ; the  move, 
ment  is  soon  seen  to  cease.  It  is  continued  longest  around  any 
enclosed  air  bubbles,  and  at  the  edges  of  the  cover-glass.  Round 
the  edge  a thick  layer  of  swarmers  will  soon  have  collected,  cutting 
off  all  entrance  of  air.  Ultimately  all  the  swarmers  come  to  rest. 
If,  however,  in  making  the  preparation  we  have  enclosed  in  it  a 
green  algal  thread,  the  movement  of  the  swarmers  continues  around 
this  thread  so  long  as  it  is  subject  to  the  influence  of  light.  They 
collect  in  considerable  number  round  the  thread,  and  if  this  contains 
chromatophores  confined  to  special  parts,  these  parts  are  sought 
out  by  the  bacteria.  The  oxygen  given  out  by  the  chromatophores 
acts  as  a stimulus,  which  causes  the  movement  of  the  bacteria,  and 
determines  even  the  direction  of  the  movement.  For  example,  in 
Spirogyra  the  aggregated  bacteria  follow  the  green  band.  If  the 
preparation  is  placed  in  darkness,  the  movement  ceases  also  around 
the  green  cells  ; and  it  recommences  immediately  the  thread  is  again 
exposed  to  the  action  of  light,  whereby  it  begins  to  assimilate  and 
to  give  off  oxygen.  The  swarming  stage  of  bacteria  is  therefore  a 
very  suitable  reagent  for  oxygen,  and  it  has  been  made  use  of  in 
order  to  measure  the  strength  of  the  assimilation  of  carbon  in  the 
different  parts  of  the  spectrum,  and  so  in  some  degree  to  measure 
the  relative  values  for  this  purpose  of  the  various  rays  which 
constitute  white  light.  Special  micro- spectral  objectives  can  be 
obtained  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  a small  spectrum  upon  the 
object  slide  under  the  microscope;  or,  if  such  a micro-spectroscope 
is  not  at  our  disposal,  we  can  obtain  an  incomplete  idea  of  the 
energy  of  the  assimilation  of  carbon  under  the  influence  of  different 
rays  by  allowing  the  light  to  pass  through  coloured  glass  or 
coloured  fluids  the  spectroscopic  character  of  which  we  had  pre- 
viously determined. 

Breeding  experiments  with  bacteriads  are  chiefly  cari-ied  on  in 
Florence  or  conical  flasks,  or  in  test-tubes. Many  cultures  are 
carried  on  direct  upon  the  object- slide.  Object  slides,  vessels,  and 
all  the  utensils  to  be  used  must  be  sterilized.  This  is  effected  by 
passing  them  quickly  through  a gas  or  spirit  flame,  or  laying  them 
before  the  beginning  of  the  experiment  in  absolute  alcohol,  which 
quickly  evaporates  after  removal.  The  particular  nutrient  fluids 
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for  tlie  cultures  are  boiled  in  the  vessels  which  are  to  be  used, 
and  which  must  be  closed  with  a cotton-wool  stopper.  In  general 
it  is  desirable  to  boil  the  nutrient  fluids  for  a short  time  on  each 
of  several  successive  days.  In  this  way  all  the  bacteriads  which 
liave  in  the  meantime  germinated,  and  Mdiich  then  bear  a high 
temperature  far  less  than  do  the  spores,  are  killed.  It  is  assumed 
that  after  five  days  all  the  spores  are  killed.  For  greater  certainty 
the  nutrient  fluid  can  be  allowed  to  stand  another  day,  before  it  is 
used  for  the  inoculation  ; if  it  remain  clear,  it  is  assumed  that  it 
is  sterilized.  That  boiling  for  an  hour  does  not  always  serve  for 
killing  the  spores,  we  can  see  in  the  culture  of  Bacillus  subtilis. 
The  infection  of  the  cultures  arises  usually,  not  from  the  air,  but 
from  incompletely  sterilized  vessels.  The  danger  of  infection 
from  the  air  in  the  temporary  opening  of  the  vessels  for  the 
purpose  of  sowing  (“inoculation”)  is  far  less  great  than  that 
which  arises  from  incompletely  sterilized  vessels."® 

To  obtain  pure  material  for  inoculation  in  cultures  on  a large 
scale,  various  methods  can  be  followed : — 

1.  The  method  of  fractional  cultureJ^^  This  is  based  upon  the 
experimental  fact  that  of  several  kinds  of  bacteriads  growing  in 
the  nutrient  fluid,  one  ultimately  gets  the  upper  hand.  If  now 
from  a culture  which  has  progressed  thus  far  a little  is  trans- 
ferred into  a second  solution,  free  of  fungi,  and  after  a similar 
length  of  time  from  this  into  a third,  and  so  on,  there  is  a chance 
of  ultimately  obtaining  a perfectly  pure  culture,  that  form  always 
remaining  last  which,  under  the  given  conditions,  multiplies  most 
quickly. 

2.  The  Method  of  Dilution.^^  When  the  bacteriad  which  is  to 
be  bred  preponderates  in  the  fluid,  this  method  gives  usually 
very  good  results.  The  fluid  containing  the  bacteriad  is  diluted 
with  water  free  of  fungi,  until  by  casual  estimation  only  one 
bacteriad  comes  into  a drop  of  the  fluid.  If  the  form  to  be  bred 
distinctly  preponderates,  and  a series  of  vessels  containing  the 
nutrient  fluid  are  inoculated  each  with  a drop  of  the  fungus- 
containing  solution,  all  the  probabilities  are  that  in  the  majority 
of  the  vessels  pure  cultures  will  be  obtained.  [See  note^'*.] 
Whether  a culture  in  a nutrient  fluid  is  pure  can  in  general  be 
determined  even  macroscopically,  by  the  fluid  being  uniformly 
turbid,  or  showing  uniform  formation  of  skin  on  the  surface,  or 
uniform  formation  of  clouds  at  the  bottom,  or  uniform  coloration, 
or  uniform  formation  of  jelly.  The  purity  of  a culture  is  likewise 
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assumed  in  which  strong  fermentation  or  intense  putrescence 
results. 

3.  Gelatine  GultureP  This  method  gives  the  best  results,  and 
has  led  to  the  greatest  progress  in  our  knowledge  of  bacteria.  In  it 
the  nutrient  fluid  is  mixed  with  gelatine,  with. agar-agar,*  or  with 
blood  serum.  Most  commonly  used  is  a mixture  of  infusion  of  pep- 
tone and  gelatine,  in  which  the  gelatine  forms  5 per  cent.  0’50  grin, 
gelatine  is  soaked  and  boiled  in  500  ccm.  water.  Half  a kilo,  of 
chopped  meat  is  allowed  to  stand  cold  in  500  ccm.  water  for  24 
hours,  then  the  meat-infusion,  obtained  by  pressing  the  meat,  is 
boiled,  filtered  through  fine  gauze,  and  mixed  with  the  gelatine  ; 
add  10  grm.  peptone  and  1 grm.  common  salt,  neutralize  it  with 
carbonate  of  potash,  or  with  carbonate  of  soda  or  phosphate  of 
soda,  and  filter  through  filter  paper.f  Put  into  a test-tube 
10  to  15  ccm.  of  this  nutrient  gelatine,  close  it  with  a plug  of  cotton 
wool,  and  sterilize  it  by  continuous  boiling  for  many  hours,  or 
better  by  boiling  for  half  an  hour  on  each  of  several  successive 
days.  In  many  cases  it  is  recommended  during  the  final  cooling 
of  the  nutrient  gelatine  to  bring  the  test-tube  into  a somewhat 
inclined  position,  whereby  the  free  upper  surface  of  the  fluid  is 
enlarged.  According  to  need,  the  quantity  of  nutrient  gelatine 
can  be  reduced  to  2'5  per  cent,  or  raised  to  10  per  cent.  In  similar 
manner  to  this  meat-infusion  peptone  gelatine,  can  also  be  pre- 
pared hay-infusion  gelatine,  wheat-infusion  gelatine,  aqueous 
humour  gelatine,  meat-extract  peptone  gelatine,  meat-infusion 
peptone  gelatine,  with  1 per  cent,  cane  or  grape  sugar,  etc.  In 
case  the  culture  should  be  maintained  at  incubation  temperature, 
it  is  preferable  to  add  agar-agar  or  blood  serum  to  the  nutrient 
fluids  instead  of  gelatine.  Such  a nutrient  basis  remains  solid  at 
incubation  temperature,  while  gelatine  nutrient  basis  becomes 
fluid.  It  is  prepared  by  adding  1 per  cent,  agar-agar  to  the 
nutrient  fluid.  The  method  of  preparation  of  cooled  blood-serum 
is  more  complicated.  The  blood  of  the  killed  animal  is  drawn  im- 
mediately out  of  the  wound  into  a pretty  tall  vessel  provided  with  a 
glass  stopper  and  previously  sterilized.  This  vessel  is  filled  right 
up  to  the  brim,  and  placed  for  24-30  hours  in  a refrigerator  or  ice- 
bath,  until  a copious  layer  of  entirely  transparent  amber-yellow 

* Agar-agar,  or  Bengal  isinglass,  is  a species  of  dried  seaweed  from  Singapore, 
consisting  of  small,  colourless,  transparent  strips  ; is  almost  completely  soluble 
in  water,  and  forms  a thick,  tasteless,  and  odourless  jelly. — [En.j 

t One-tenth  of  these  proportions  would  fully  suffice. — [En.] 
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coloured  serum  is  formed  over  the  cake  of  blood.  By  means  of  a 
pipette  a test-tube  is  filled  with  the  serum,  and  stopped  with 
a cotton- wool  plug.  The  plug  has  been  previously  heated  for  an 
hour  in  a warm  bath  of  150°  to  160°  C.,  and  so  sterilized.  The 
blood-serum  should  now  be  warmed  in  the  open  water-bath,  on  five 
successive  days,  for  one  hour  each  day,  to  a temperature  of  58°  C. 
On  the  last  of  these  days  the  temperature  should  be  allowed  to 
rise,  from  half  to  one  hour,  to  65°  C-,  by  Avhich  the  blood- serum 
“ sets.”  Sheep’s  serum  sets  the  most  quickly,  calf  serum  the  most 
slowly.  The  coagulated  serum  must  be  completely  clear  and  pel- 
lucid ; if  it  is  not  perfectly  sterilized  it  becomes  cloudy  imme- 
diately.* It  can  be  used  by  itself  or  be  added  as  a “ setting  ” 
constituent  of  the  nutrient  fluid.  The  solid  nutrient  basis  can 
also  be  used  with  good  results  for  microscope  slide  culture.  While 
the  sterilized  nutrient  gelatine,  agar-agar,,  or  blood- serum  respect- 
ively are  still  fluid,  a small  quantity  of  either  can  be  poured  on  a 
sterilized  object-slide,  so  that  the  layer  of  it  after  setting  is  about 
2 mm.  (yV  inch)  thick.  After  the  subsequent  inoculation  this 
object- slide  is  placed  under  a bell-jar  closed  with  water,  or  in  a 
case  made  of  plaster  of  Paris.  A case  made  entirely  of  plaster 
of  Paris,  with  a plaster  of  Paris  cover,  is  very  suitable  as  a moist 
chamber  for  the  cultivation  of  fungi  and  bacteria,  which  do  not 
need  the  light,  because  the  moisture  is  very  uniformly  distributed 
in  it,  and  no  drops  of  water  fall  down  from  above  on  to  the 
preparation.^®  Instead  of  inoculating  on  the  object-slide,  this  can 
be  done  with  the  nutrient  gelatine  while  still  in  the  test-tube, 
warmed  up  to  about  25°  C.  ( = 77°  F.),  and  so  made  fluid,  with 
which  the  inoculating  material  is  uniformly  mixed,  and  which  is 
then  poured  on  the  object-slide.  If  different  organisms  are  repre- 
sented in  the  inoculating  material,  they  now  form  on  the  object- 
slide  separate  colonies,  each  of  which  usually  represents  for  itself 
a pure  culture.  The  purity  of  individual  colonies  can  be  proved 
directly  under  the  microscope  ; and  in  that  way  pure  material  can 
be  selected  from  them  for  future  inoculations.  The  macroscopical 
appearance  of  the  colonies  is  moreover  often  characteristic,  and 
can  lead  to  the  recognition  of  forms  which  are  otherwise  difficult 
to  distinguish  microscopically.  Thus  the  form  of  the  colonies, 
their  coloration,  the  circumstance  whether  the  nutrient  body  be- 
comes fluid  or  not,  whether  the  colonies  themselves  ultimately 

* All  these  culture  fluids  are  to  be  had,  ready  prepared  and  sterilized,  from 
Dr.  Hermann  Eohrbeck,  in  Berlin,  Friedrichstrasse,  100. 
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stain,  serve  as  good  indications  of  the  nature  of  the  bacteriads. 
The  inoculation  of  a nutrient  fluid,  or  of  a solid  nutrient  body,  is 
efi’ected  by  means  of  a needle  which  has  just  been  heated  red-hot, 
but  is  already  quite  cool,  or  with  a platinum  wire  just  heated. 
For  this  purpose  the  solid  nutrient  body  on  the  object- slide  is 
scratched  with  the  wire  or  needle  after  it  has  been  dipped  in  the 
bacterial  fluid.  If  the  solid  nutrient  body  is  in  the  interior  of  a 
test-tube,  the  needle  or  wire  is  stuck  in  to  the  depth  of  from  f to 
I inch.  The  mode  of  development  in  nutrient  bodies  inside  the 
test-tube  is  also  characteristic,  and  often,  like  to  the  characteristic 
signs  in  cultures  on  the  object- slide,  permits  macroscopic  dis- 
tinctions of  separate  forms. 

Slices  of  boiled  potatoes  are  especially  suitable  as  a solid  opaque 

nutrient  basis  for  bacteria.  The  surface  of  the  tubers  is  first 

made  free  from  spores  by  careful  washing,  and  then  exposure  for 

'about  one  hour  to  the  action  of  a 3 per  cent,  solution  of  corrosive 

sublimate.  The  tuber  is  then  washed  in  sterilized  water,  and 

> * 

boiled  so  as  to  make  sterilization  certain.  Only  those  tubers  must 
be  used  which  do  not  crack.  In  cutting  the  potatoes  the  necessary 
precautions  must  be  taken,  and  the  hands  also  be  disinfected  with 
I per  cent,  solution  of  sublimate.  The  slices  of  potato  are  then 
placed  under  sterilized  vessels.  If  the  dishes  are  not  completely 
sterilized,  we  shall  find  upon  them  the  so-called  potato  bacillus, 
forming  a white,  then  grey,  and  finally  brown  wrinkled  layer. 
This  bacteriad  is  actively  motile,  and  is  very  disposed  to  the  for- 
mation of  spores,  which  fill  well-nigh  the  whole  mother-cell.  It 
has  been  more  recently  proposed  to  sterilize  the  potato  disks 
themselves.  For  this  purpose  a potato  tuber  is  peeled,  then 
washed  and  cut  up  into  slices  about  1 cm.  thick,  which  are  laid 
singly  in  small  covered  glass  dishes  of  corresponding  size,  and 
previously  sterilized.  The  dishes  are  now  laid  for  from  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  to  an  hour  in  a steam  chamber,  by  which  the 
potato  disks  are  also  sterilized.  These  potato  disks  can  then  be 
preserved  unchanged  for  months. 

If  it  is  desired  to  follow  the  processes  of  development  of  a form 
directly  under  the  microscope,  it  is  done  with  the  aid  of  small 
moist  chambers.  For  pure  cultures  lasting  a longer  time  the 
pasteboard  chamber  previously  referred  to  is  not  sufficient.  For 
such  purposes  a chamber  made  out  of  a glass  ring  is  recommended.^^ 
Such  a glass  ring,  about  ^ inch  thick  (high)  is  broken  off  from  a 
glass  tube  of  suitable  diameter.  The  glass  ring  is  flattened  on 
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both  of  its  ends  (sides)  on  a whetstone,  and  fixed  upon  the  object- 
slide  with  Canada-balsam.  A round  cover-glass  of  suitable  size 
serves  as  a cover.  The  thinnest  possible  layer  of  the  gelatine, 
agar-agar,  or  blood-serum  nutrient  body  is  placed  in  the  middle 
of  the  cover-glass,  and  this  layer  is  afterwards  inoculated.  The 
cover-glass  is  fixed  on  the  glass  chamber  by  means  of  oil-drops  run 
round  its  edge.  A thin  layer  of  water  at  the  bottom  of  the  glass 
chamber  secures  the  necessary  moisture.  Such  a moist  chamber 
can  be  converted  into  a gas  chamber  when  the  glass  ring  has  two 
lateral  openings  into  which  are  melted  or  stuck  glass  tubes  whicli 
serve  for  the  introduction  and  removal  of  gases.  Another  moist 
chamber,  likewise  to  be  recommended, consists  in  an  object-slide 
Avith  a flat  central  round  or  quadrangular  hollow,  which  is  sur- 
rounded by  another  narrow  groove  (or  channel)  cut  still  more 
deeply.  This  groove  is  filled  with  water.  The  cover-glass  used 
must  be  of  suflicient  size  to  completely  cover  up  this  external 
groove,  and  project  all  round  on  to  the  unhollowed  portion  of  the 
object-slide.  For  cultures  at  constant  and  more  elevated  tempera- 
tures, double-walled  propagating  chambers,  with  suitable  warming 
appliances,  will  be  needed,* 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  XXI. 

^ For  the  statements  here  following  compare  Zopf,  die  Spaltpilze ; and  De 
Bary,  Vergl.  Morph,  ii.  Biol,  der  Pilze,  Mycetoz.  iind  Bacterien,  p.  490;  in  both 
these  works  the  general  literature  is  given.  For  the  staining  methods  I adhere 
chiefly  to  Hoyer,  Gazeta  lekarska,  1884. 

" According  to  Errera,  Bull,  de  la  Soc.  Beige  de  Micr.,  tom.  X.,  No.  11. 

^ Zeitschr.  fur  wiss.  Mikros.,  Bd.  I.,  p.  411. 

^ According  to  Brun,  taken  from  Fol,  in  Lehrt.  d.  vergl.  inikr.  Anat.,  p.  37. 

® Engler,  Bericht  der  Commission  zur  Erf.  d.  deut.  Meere,  1881  •,  Zopi,  die 
Spaltpilze,  pp.  13,  75,  et  seq.,  where  the  other  literature  is  quoted. 

® Compare  Cohn,  Beitrdge  zur  Biologie,  Bd.  I.,  p.  125. 

^ Compare  the  literature  on  this  subject  in  Zopf,  die  Spaltpilze,  1883. 

Zopf,  I.C.,  p.  5.  [See  also  W.  B.  Grove,  Bacteria  and  Yeast  Fungi,  1884.] 
From  R.  Koch,  Berliner,  klinische  Wochenschrift,  1882,  p.  221. 


* Such  an  apparatus  can  be  obtained  from  Dr.  Robert  Muencke,  in  Berlin, 
Louiseustrasse,  58,  or  from  Dr.  Hermann  Rohrbeck,  Berlin,  Friedrichstrasse, 
100,  at  an  expense  of  from  25  to  50  M.  The  propagating  chambers  of  d’Arsouval, 
which  cost  however  of  Dr.  Muencke  from  72  to  108  M.,  or  of  Dr.  Rohrbeck  28  to 
130  M.,  are  to  be  specially  recommended. 


NOTES. 


245 


Compare  on  this  point  C.  Friedlancler,  TechniJc,  II.,  edit.,  p.  53. 

Neelson’s  method,  according  to  Hoyer. 

According  to  Soubbotine,  Arch,  de  Phys.  norm,  et  path.,  Tom.  XIII.,  1881, 
p.  477. 

1*  According  to  Hoyer,  l.c. 

Weigert,  Virchow's  Archiv,  Bd.  LXXXIV.,  p.  201 ; Firket  in  Bizzozero’s 
French  translation  of  the  Manuel  de  micr.  din.,  p.  314. 

1®  Gram,  Fortschr.  d.  Med.  1884,  p.  185. 

17  Victor  Babes,  Archiv.  far  mikr.  Anat.,  Bd.  XXII.,  pp.  359  and  361. 

13  Introduced  by  R.  Koch ; Unters.  iiber  Aet.  d.  Wundinfectionskranlcheitcn, 
Leipzig,  1878. 

13  According  to  a method  recommended  by  Roberts  and  Buchner ; compare 
Zopf,  die  Spaltpilze,  p.  57,  to  which  work  I have  in  general  referred  as  a source 
for  the  other  literature. 

20  Compare  Brefeld,  Schimmelpi.lze,Plett  IV.,  p.  38. 

21  Brefeld,  l.c.,  p.  43. 

22  Koch,  in  Cohn’s  Beitrage  z.  Biolog.,  Bd.  II,,  p.  402. 

23  Brefeld,  l.c.,  p.  40. 

2“!  Buchner,  in  Naegeli’s  Unters.  iib.  niedr.  Pilze,  p.  192,  where  are  representa- 
tions of  the  special  forms  of  glasses  used  for  culture  experiments. 

23  Buchner,  Stzber.  d.  kongl.  baiv.  Akad.  der  Wissensch.,  1880,  p.  381,  and 
in  Naegeli’s  Unters.,  as  above,  p.  159. 

20  Employed  by  Klebs  ; Archiv.  f.  exper.  Path.,  Bd.  I.,  p.  46 ; for  the  rest  I 
have  again  had  recourse  to  Zopf,  Spaltpilze,  pp.  43  ff. 

27  From  Naegeli,  Stzber.  d.  kgl.  bair.  Ak.  d.  JFiss.,  1880,  p.  410,  and  Unters. 
iiber  niedr.  Pilze,  p.  13  ; Buchner,  Stzber.  d.  kgl.  bair.  Akad.  d.  Wissensch.,  1880, 
p.  374,  and  in  Naegeli’s  Unters.  iiber  niedr.  Pilze,  p.  146. 

[27*  According  to  H.  Fol  and  P.  L.  Dunant  {Arch,  des  sc.  phys.  et  nat.  de 
Geneve,  tom.  XIII.,  1885,  p.  116),  this  same  method  can  be  employed  to 
determine  the  number  of  Bacteria,  contained  in  a given  quantity  of  a fluid. 
This  fluid  is  diluted  up  to  a certain  point  with  sterilized  water  ; then  a portion 
is  taken  and  added  to  a known  quantity  of  nutrient  fluid,  and  this  mixture  is 
divided  equally  amongst  a number  of  glasses.  The  number  of  glasses  which 
remain  sterile,  compared  with  the  total  number,  and  with  the  quantity  of  fluid 
taken,  enables  us  to  calculate  the  number  of  Bacteria  in  the  original  fluid.  If 
all  the  glasses  contain.  Bacteria,  the  fluid  employed  has  not  been  sufficiently 
diluted.] 

23  According  to  Zopf,  l.c.,  p.  44. 

29  Introduced  by  Brefeld  ; compare  Schimmelpilze,  Heft  I,,  p.  15.  Completed 
by  R.  Koch.  Comi^are  R.  Koch,  Zur  Untersuch.  pathol.  Organismen,  extracted 
from  Kaiserl.  Gesundheitsamte,  1881,  p.  18,  and  numerous  other  researches  in 
the  same. 

33  Rainier,  Annal.  des  Sc.  Nat.  Bot.,  Series  VI.,  tom.  XV.,  p.  346. 

31  According  to  Van  Tieghem  and  Le  Monnier,  Annales  des  Sciences  Naturales, 
Botaniqne,  V.  ser.,  tom.  XVII.,  p.  263. 

32  Dqjpel,  Das  Mikroskop,  2nd  edit.,  p.  662 ; Gmndzilge  der  allg.  Mikr. 
p.  295. 

[The  best  work  upon  Bacteria  and  Bacteria  culture  in  the  English  language  is 
Crookshank’s  Manual  of  Bacteriology.  London  ; Lewis.] 
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[Note  to  page  222.] 

« The  protoplasm  of  bacteria,  like  other  protoplasm,  colours  brownish-yellow 
with  iodine,  and  may  be  either  homogeneous  or  granular.  In  general  it  is 
naturally  colourless,  in  a few  cases  is  green  from  the  presence  of  a chlorophyll- 
like colouring  matter  [Bacillus  viridis)  or  bright-red  [Beggiatoa  roseo-pcrsiclna). 
It  is  quite  possible  that  on  our  vegetable  disks  some  coloured  form  may  make 
its  appearance. 

[Note  to  page  223.] 

* Instead  of  using  an  infusion  for  the  purpose  of  rearing  bacteria,  we  can, 
as  noted  above,  use  a solid  substratum  of  an  organic  nature.  Very  favourable 
for  the  purpose  are  slices  of  potato  or  of  the  white  of  a hard-boiled  egg.  If 
these  are  kept  in  a warm  place,  and  covered  with  a bell-jar,  so  as  to  retain  a 
moist  atmosphere,  or  according  to  one  of  the  methods  hereafter  to  be  detailed, 
various  patches  of  coccus  bacteria,  often  highly  coloured,  will  make  their 
appearance,  amongst  them  probably  being  the  blood-red  Micrococcus  pn'odigiosus. 
These  patches  enlarge,  and  at  length  join  into  a kind  of  skin.  On  the  potato 
they  usually  take  the  form  of  a white,  later  on  grey,  and  finally  brown,  wrink- 
led skin. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

THE  KEPRODUCTION  OF  ALG^. 

Material  Wanted. 

Spirogyra  in  conjugation.  Fresh. 

Cladophora  glomerata,  taken  from  quickly-flowing  water.  Fresh. 

Vaucheria  sessilis.  Fresh.  Also  the  terrestrial  form  of  the  same, 
with  the  sexual  organs.* 

Fucus  platycarpus.  Fresh,  and  in  alcohol. 

Fuciis  vesicidosus.  Fresh,  and  in  alcohol. 

Charafrogilis,  and  Nitella  sp.  Fresh. 

Now  that  we  have  obtained  information  in  the  general  sphere 
of  morphological  investigation  amongst  higher  as  well  as  lower 
vegetable  organisms,  it  will  be  our  task  to  make  ourselves  ac- 
quainted with  the  most  important  of  those  problems  which  the 
special  morphology  of  microscopical  investigation  provides.  In 
this  'vve  shall  take  just  the  opposite  way  to  that  w^e  have 
hitherto  followed,  and  slowly  mount  from  the  simplest  groups 
of  organisms  to  those  most  highly  organized.  We  have  already 
made  a commencement  in  our  last  chapter  upon  the  Bacteria, 
to  the  entire  cycle  of  development  of  which  we  have  directed 
our  attention.  In  the  whole  of  this  life-cycle  there  was  no 
indication  of  separate  sexuality.  The  process  of  multiplication 
was  vegetative,  or  asexual.  Organisms  of  somewhat  higher  grade, 
however,  show  both  of  these  processes,  vegetative  or  asexual 
multiplication,  on  the  one  hand  of  entire  organisms,  or  on  the 
other  hand  of  the  constituent  cells  of  those  organisms,  and  the 
commencement  of  the  life-cycle  of  new  individuals  through  pro- 
cesses of  more  or  less  complicated  sexuality.  We  will  now 
continue  with  the  examination  of  the  asexual  and  sexual  processes 
amongst  the  Algee. 

Opportunity  is  not  rare  for  examining  the  various  species  of 
Spirogyra  in  process  of  Conjugation. ^ This  is  recognisable  out  of 
doors  by  the  crinkled  look  [rather  yellowish]  and  hanging  together 

* All  these  AIreb  can  probably  be  obtained  from  T.  Boltou,  Newhall  Street, 
Birmiuyham.  [Ed.] 
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of  their  masses  of  threads.  The  process  can  be  easily  followed, 
but  the  threads  must  not  be  directly  covered  with  a cover-glass 
upon  the  object-slide  ; but  on  the  other  hand  the  small  pasteboard 
moist  chamber,  described  on  page  174,  will  serve  with  advantage, 
and  then  the  Spirogyra  is  placed  in  the  drop  suspended  from  the 
cover-glass.  Conjugation  in  most  species  takes  place  in  ladder- 
like fashion,  ^.e.,  two  threads  lying  alongside  one  another  are 
united  by  cross-bridges.  The  cells  put  out  short  blunt  projections, 
which  come  into  contact  and  fuse  with  one  another.  In  many 
cases  it  can  be  distinguished,  before  conjugation,  which  thread  is 
male  and  which  female,  since  the  cells  of  this  latter  swell  out  into 
barrel-shape.  After  the  union  of  the  conjugating  processes,  the 
contents  of  the  male  cell  tend  first  to  become  rounded  off,  and 
finally  withdraw  on  all  sides  from  the  cell-wall.  They  then  pass 
into  the  conjugating  canal,  and  through  the  partition  walls  of  the 
two  conjugating  processes,  which  in  the  meantime  had  become 
softened.  The  female  cell  had  simultaneously  rounded,  or  rounds 
off  on  entrance  of  the  male  cell.  Both  cells  come  into  contact,  and 
after  a few  minutes  coalesce.  Their  contents  blend ; the  chloro- 
phyll bands  join  together ; the  two  nuclei  unite  into  a single  one,^ 
this,  however,  not  being  visible  without  the  use  of  staining  re- 
agents. The  zygote  [zygospore]  thus  formed  begins  at  once  to 
contract ; after  the  course  of  an  hour  its  cavity  [hitherto  filled 
with  cell-sap]  has  completely  disappeared  [the  cell-sap  being 
expelled].  In  this  contraction  the  chlorophyll  bands  are  drawn 
more  into  the  interior,  while  the  periphery  appears  composed  of 
colourless  frothy  protoplasm.  The  zygote  [zygospore]  is  more 
or  less  globular.  After  the  lapse  of  twenty-four  hours,  it  has 
again  enlarged,  acquired  a cavity,  and  taken  an  ellipsoidal  form ; 
the  chlorophyll  bands  are  pressed  to  the  periphery,  and  a clear 
membrane,  with  double  contour,  now  covers  the  zygote. 

This  process  of  conjugation  we  have  just  studied  is  characteristic 
of  the  entire  section  of  Algae,  collected  together  as  Conjugatae.  To 
this,  besides  the  species  of  Spirogyra,  so  widely  diffused  in  fresh 
water,  belong  also  the  almost  equally  widely-spread  species  of 
Zygnema,  recognisable  by  two  stellate  chromatophores  in  each 
cell,  and  the  elegantly  formed  Desmideae.  Into  close  connection 
with  these  latter  we  can  bring  the  Diatomaceae,  in  which  typical 
conjugation  is  likewise  present. 

The  genus  Cladophora,  belonging  to  the  Chlorophyceae,  the 
structure  of  which  is  already  known  to  us,  provides  us  with  a 
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right  favourable  object  for  the  study  of  swarm-spores;'^  it  is  only 
to  be  regretted  that  they  are  not  always  inclined  to  the  production 
of  swarm-spores.  It  is  comparatively  easy  to  obtain  swarm-spores 
of  the  marine  forms,  which  we  lay  in  a large  vessel  wdth  sea- 
Avater;  still  amongst  fresh- water  Cladojphoraglomerata.ii  taken 

from  rapidly-flowing  water,  and  laid  about  evening  in  a shallow 
vessel  with  a layer  of  water  about  -|-inch  deep,  will  be  found  with 
SAvarm-spores  usually  next  day.  The  formation  of  these  com- 
mences at  the  apex  of  the  branches,  and  proceeds  toAV^ards  their 
bases.  Hence  all  stages  of  development  are  easily  found  close 
together.  We  look  at  these  in  the  direction  from  the  base 
towards  the  apex  of  the  branch,  and  commence  with  a still  un- 
changed cell.  The  struoture  of  this  is  already  known  to  us. 
What  is  visible  Avithout  reagents  Ave  soon  recognise  again:  the 
polygonal,  closely-crowded  chromatophores,  Avhich  contain  small, 
pale  starch-granules,  in  part  also  having  larger  amylum-groups ; 
the  plasmic  plates  which  traverse  the  cavity  of  the  cell,  and  in 
part  also  contain  chromatophores.  If  we  pass  now  gradually  from 
such  a cell  to  such  as  are  being  transformed  into  sporangia,  first 
of  all  a change  of  the  colour  af  the  contents  strikes  us.  With  a 
sufficiently  high  power  we  can  determine  at  the  same  time  the 
absence  of  the  amylum-graups  ; these  ha\m  fallen  into  individual 
starch-granules,  and  simultaneously  has  come  about  a subdivision 
of  the  chromatophores  into  smaller  ones.  In  the  next  stage  the 
chromatophores  begin  to  arrange  themselves  into  a net,  so  that  the 
entire  contents  of  the  cell,  surrounding  a narroAver  or  wider 
cavity,  appear  divided  into  approximately  equal  polygonal  sections. 
The  middle  of  each  of  such  sections  is  free  of  granules,  and  fixed 
and  stained  objects  teach  us  that  a nucleus  lies  there.  At  the  same 
time  the  peripheral  layer  around  the  whole  contents  of  the  cell 
increases  in  thickness,  and  becomes  readily  visible.  It  is  especially 
thick  at  the  angles  of  the  cell.  At  one  place,  usually  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  front  end  of  the  cell,  and  in  terminal  cells 
occupying  the  anterior  end,  is  still  noticeable  a lenticular  aggre- 
gation of  colourless  protoplasm.  Corresponding  with  the  centre 
of  this  aggregation  the  membrane  of  the  cell  swells  and  bulges 
out,  likewise  as  the  result  of  the  increase  in  volume  due  to  the 
swelling,  into  a papilla-like  projection.  The  next  change  consists 
in  that  the  chromatophores  AvithdraAV  towards  the  interior  of  the 
polygonal  sections,  and  these  latter  appear  bounded  towards  one 
another  by  clear  lines.  The  sections  then  begin  to  round  off,  and 
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so  partially  to  separate  from  one  another.  The  peripheral  sections 
now  project  outwardly  as  roundish  knobs.  The  colouidess  peri- 
pheral protoplasm  takes  no  part  in  the  differentiation  of  the 
chlorophyll-containing  contents  into  individual  sections,  but  is 
transformed  into  a colourless  mucus,  which  plays  a part  in  the 
evacuation  of  the  swarm-spores  [zoospores].  Corresponding  with 
the  strong  aggregation  of  colourless  protoplasm  at  what  later  on  is 
the  place  of  exit,  the  mass  of  slime  formed  is  here  the  largest,  and 
the  still  connected  mass  of  swarm-spores  remains,  therefore,  at 
this  place,  somewhat  removed  from  the  swelling  cell- wall.  In  the 
mulberry-like  mass  of  the  swarmers  the  cylindrical,  more  strongly 
or  feebly  developed  cavity  is  now  easy  to  see.  In  a sporangium 
very  rich  in  contents  it  may  be  wanting.  In  general  it  is,  however, 
present,  so  that  the  swarm-spores  form  a double  or  triple  layer 
around  this  inner  hollow.  The  swawners  soon  take  on  a pear-like 
form.  The  anterior,  colourless,  tapering  end  is  easily  distinguish- 
able from  the  rounded  chlorojDhyll-containing  posterior  end ; on 
the  surface  of  each  swarm-spore  appears  a narrow,  reddish-brown 
fleck,  the  so-called  eye-spot.  The  cell-membrane,  at  the  part 
corresponding  with  the  papilla,  is  already  so  strongly  swollen  that 
its  outline  is  difficult  to  recoarnise.  With  continuous  observation 
we  shall  now  soon  see  the  moment  arrive  when  the  sallying  of  the 
swarm-spores  begins.  Under  the  pressure  of  the  contents  the 
swollen  substance  of  the  papilla  is  broken  through,  and  the  mass 
of  the  swarm-spores  strongly  pressed  forwards.  At  the  same  time 
with  the  swarm-spores,  finely  granular  masses  of  contents  of  the 
cell-cavity  move  outwardly.  After  a while  the  forward-pressed 
swarm-spores  set  up  a motion.  The  contents  of  the  sporangium, 
decreasing  in  bulk,  withdraw  from  the  cell- wall ; apparently  the 
mass  of  jelly  which  lies  there  presses  on  the  cell-contents.  If  only 
a few  swarm-spores  are  present  in  the  sporangium,  they  now  begin 
to  move  about  confusedly,  and  one  after  another  pass  outwards 
through  the  papilla.  A small  number  can  also  remain  behind  in 
the  sporangium.  If  the  object  is  examined  in  a suspended  drop, 
under  the  influence  of  light,  the  swarmers  ultimately  collect  either 
at  the  side  of  the  drop  turned  towards,  or  at  that  turned  from,  the 
window.  These  swarmers  are  not,  however,  amongst  those  most 
sensitive  to  light ; they  remain  for  a longer  time  scattered  in  the 
drop,  move  about  in  indefinite  directions,  and  only  gradually,  whilO 
their  motile  energy  diminishes,  arrive  at  the  edge  of  the  drop, 
where  they  come  to  rest.  They  then  round  off,  and  surround 
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themselves  with  a cell-wall.  With  a little  pofassium-iodide-iodine, 
these  swarm-spores  can  be  very  well  fixed  (Fig.  86).  We  recog- 
nise now  two  cilia  upon  each  (or,  with  the  species  of  CladopTiora, 

even  four),  which  arise  from  a small  projec- 
tion from  the  anterior  end  of  the  swarm-spore. 

The  swarm-spores  move  with  the  ciliate  end 
forwards.  In  swarm-spores  lying  in  a favour- 
able position,  the  small  nucleus  is  thoroughly 
recognisable,  after  treatment  wuth  iodine, 
lying  in  the  anterior  colourless  end  (compare 
the  figure)  ; the  nucleolus  usually  stains  very 
sharply. 

These  swarm-spores  observed  by  us  are 
asexual,  but  in  Gladophora  still  other,  smaller, 
sexually  differentiated  swarmers,  or  Gametes, 
are  produced.  These  conjugate  with  one 
another,  but  have  hitherto  been  observed  only  in  the  marine 
forms.'* 

From  amongst  the  Siphoneae  we  select  for  examination  the 
widely- spread  Vaucheria  sessilis,  in  order  to  study  the  formation 
of  its  swarm-spores  (zoospores)  and  sexual  organs.  If  we  have 
collected  strong  specimens  of  this  alga  in  standing,  or  better  still 
in  flowing,  water,  and  afterwards  placed  then  in  a shallow  vessel 
with  fresh  water  poured  over  them,  we  can  pretty  certainly 
reckon  on  numerous  swarm-spores  by  next  morning.  These  are 
being  turned  out  the  whole  forenoon,  so  that  we  can  easily  find 
all  the  desired  stages.'’’  If  we  examine  the  culture  with  a lens  of 
considerable  focal  distance,  we  can  easily  recognise  the  first  for- 
mation of  the  sporangia  by  the  dark  colour  of  the  ends  of  the 
threads.  If  now  we  seize  with  the  forceps,  at  their  point  of 
junction,  a group  of  threads  which  appear  to  be  in  the  desired 
condition,  and  transfer  them,  without  allowing  them  to  be  bent, 
to  an  object-slide,  we  may  study  upon  them  directly  the  further 
processes  of  development.  Moreover,  these  often  go  on  undis- 
turbed under  the  cover-glass,  if  only  the  object  is  protected  from 
the  pressure  of  the  cover-glass  by  minute  fragments  of  elder-pith, 
or  horse-hairs,  placed  under  its  edges.  If  a sporangium  has  been 
formed  out  of  the  end  of  a branch,  contents  rich  in  chlorophyll 
collect  in  this,  and  at  the  same  time  the  end  of  the  twig  begins 
to  swell  into  a club.  The  hollow  in  the  club  is  narrowed  (Fig. 
85,  A),  and  is  soon  separated  off  in  the  upper  part  of  it  as  a 


Fig.  86.  — Gladophora 
gJonierata.  A swarm- 
spore  fixed  with  potas- 
sium-iodide-iodine.  On 
the  right  hand  is  seen 
the  eye-spot ; in  the 
anterior  colourless  por- 
tion the  nucleus  is  to  be 
soon  (x  510  ). 
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spherical  vacuole.  The  sporangium  is  then  cut  off  by  a partition 
wall,  in  the  formation  of  which  the  chlorophyll-containing  con- 
tents of  the  young  sporangium  and  of  the  rest  of  the  sac 
temporarily  separate  from  one  another,  so  that  we  can  see  them 
separated  by  a clear  interspace  (Fig.  87,  B).  Around  the  contents 
of  the  sporangium  is  now  formed  a clear  border  (F/),  which  soon 
shows  radial  structure.  This  border  consists  of  colourless  proto- 
plasm, the  radial  structure  arises  from  the  elongated,  radially- 
arranged  nuclei,  which  are  here  collected  (F,  G).  These  nuclei 
show  up  clearly  only 
after  treatment  with 
suitable  reagents, 
and  are  only  visible 
with  strong  magnifi- 
cation.^  The  swarm- 
spore  of  Vaucheria 
is  therefore  multi- 
imclear.  When  the 
swarm  - spore  is 
fully  formed,  it  is 
at  once  evacuated. 

The  ajDex  of  the 
sporangium  rup- 
tures with  a jerk, 
and  at  the  same 
moment  the  anterior 
part  of  the  swarm- 
spore  flows  out  of 
the  op  ening,  and 
simultaneously  be- 
gins to  rotate  upon 
its  axis.  The  swarm- 
spore  has  to  squeeze 
through  the  opening.  Its  birth  lasts  usually  somewhat  over  a 
minute.  A swelling  substance  formed  in  the  sporangium  helps 
to  expel  the  swarm-spore.  In  many  cases,  though  comparatively 
seldom,  the  anterior  end  of  the  swarm-spore  twists  off  from  the 
hinder  part,  still  in  the  sporangium;  the  anterior  part  then 
hastens  to  form  a complete,  but  correspondingly  small,  swarm- 
spore,  and  the  posterior  part  forms  a second  swarm-spore.  This 
is  only  possible  by  virtue  of  the  multinuclear  character  of  these 


Fig.  87. — Vanc^ierla  sessilis,  A and  B,  formation  of  the 
sporangium ; C-E,  formation  of  the  swarm-spore  out  of 
the  contents  of  the  sporangium ; F,  a swarm-spore  set 
free ; G,  a portion  of  the  outer,  colourless  plasmic  layer 
[“  ectopia sma”],  taken  from  the  anterior  end  of  the  swarm- 
spore.  A—  E (x  .95  ) ; F (x  205  ) ; G (x  450 ) . 
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swarm-spores,  in  that  each  half  contains  the  nuclei  necessary  to 
its  existence.  The  movement  of  the  swarm-spore  lasts  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour ; the  direction  of  the  movement  is  not  in- 
fluenced by  the  direction  of  the  rays  of  light  falling  upon  it.  The 
swarm-spore  is  egg-like  in  form  ; in  the  anterior  part  it  is  broader  ; 
in  this  anterior  end  lies  the  cell-cavity  [vacuole].  Only  in  the 
moment  when  the  swarm-spore  comes  to  rest  are  the  cilia  visible ; 
they  cover  the  whole  body  as  a short  down.  In  the  next  moment 
they  are  withdrawn  into  the  body  of  the  swarm-spore,  which, 
during  this  process,  shows  a wrinkled  surface.  Afterwards  the 
body  is  again  smooth.  During  the  withdrawal  of  the  cilia  it  is 
noticeable  that  the  swarm-spore  has  already  surrounded  itself 
with  a very  delicate  membrane.  The  spore  now  rounds  off 
slowly  ; its  colourless  border  disappears,  while  the  chlorophyll- 
grains  come  to  the  surface  ; the  cell- wall  rapidly  becomes  thicker. 

In  the  terrestrial  form  of 
Vaucheria  sessilis,  Vauch.,  the 
sexual  organs  are  found  very 
easily.  The  species  is  re- 
cosj-nisable  in  that  the  female 
organs,  the  oogonia,  are  ses- 
sile (i.e.,  unstalked)  uj)on 
the  filamentous  thallus,  and 
that  the  male  organs,  the 
antheridia,  on  the  other 
hand,  arise  as  a direct  con- 
tinuation upon  a short,  horn- 
like curved  branch,  arising 
immediately  from  the  fila- 
mentous thallus.  An  antheridium  and  an  oogonium  arise  usually 
in  a pair  quite  close  together;  not  infrequently,  however,  an 
antheridium  can  be  seen  between  two  oogonia.  This  species  of 
Vaucheria  is  chosen  for  examination,  and  not  that  which  is  met 
with  quite  as  commonly  upon  damp  earth,  in  which  oogonia  and 
antheridia  are  seated  upon  a common  lateral  branch,  which 
is  ended  by  the  oogonium.  This  last  species,  Vaucheria  terrestris 
Lyngb.,  is  little  suited  for  examination.  The  aquatic  Vaucheria 
sessilis,  when  in  culture,  forms  at  first  the  swarm-sj)ores  already 
described,  and  tends  only  after  some  weeks  to  produce  sexual 
organs.  The  oogonium  is  obliquely  ovate,  thickly  filled  with 
plasma  containing  chlorojihyll  and  oil,  separated  from  the  thallus- 


Fig.  89. — Vaucheria  sessilis.  Portion  of  the 
thallus  with  sexual  organs,  o,  oogonium  ; a,  an- 
theridiuin  ; ch,  chromatophores ; ol,  oil-drops. 
The  nuclei  n are  inserted,  although  they  are 
only  visible  after  suitable  staining  ( x 210  ). 
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thread  bj  a partition  wall  placed  somewhat  above  its  point  of 
insertion.  The  oogonium  is  provided  with  a unilateral,  beak-like 
outgrowth,  in  which  colourless  protoplasm  is  collected.  In  ad- 
vanced stages  of  development  of  the  oogonia  this  latter  occupies 
the  entire  upper  third  of  the  egg  [-cell,  or  oosphere].*  If  now 
we  observe  such  an  oogonium  continuously,  we  shall  see  the 
colourless  substance  at  the  beak  end  put  out  a papilla-like  pro- 
jection, which  rounds  off  more  and  more  into  an  independent 
ball ; this  separates  finally  from  the  contents  of  the  oogonium,  and 
is  thrust  out  into  the  surrounding  water,  where  it  slowly  goes 
to  the  bottom.  Direct  observation  shows  us  that  in  this  the 

membrane  of  the  oogonium  at  the  end  of  the  beak  is  not  per- 

« 

forated,  but  rather  swells  into  a jelly,  and  that  the  issuing 
plasmic  drop  is  pressed  out  through  the  jelly.  The  remaining 
contents  of  the  oogonium  round  off,  its  colourless  apex  is  the 
place  of  fertilization  [receptive  spot  of  the  oosphere,  or  egg-cell]. — 
The  antheridial  branch  is  more  or  less  strongly  curved.  Its  upper 
third  is  formed  into  an  antheridium,  and  is  cut  off  by  a partition 
wall  (Fig.  88,  a).  In  the  ripe  condition  it  is  distinguished  by 
its  colourless  contents,  while  the  branch  which  bears  it  is  rich 
in  chlorophyll-grains.  The  antheridium  usually  turns  its  apex 
away  from  the  oogonium.  In  the  colourless  contents  of  the 
antheridium  short  rodlets,  arranored  long-itudinallv,  are  more  or 
less  clearly  distinguishable.  At  the  moment  when  the  oogonium 
presses  out  a portion  of  its  colourless  protoplasmic  substance,  the 
antheridium  opens  at  its  apex,  and  evacuates  its  slimy  content. 
The  greater  part  of  this  remains  in  the  surrounding  water  in 
the  form  of  colourless  bubbles,  where  it  slowly  disorganizes  ; a 
smaller  part  hastens  away  in  the  form  of  minute  glancing 
spermatozoids  [anfcherozoids].  These  actively  swarming  sper- 
matozoids  soon  collect  in  the  mass  of  jelly  at  the  apex  of  the 
oogonium.  Individuals  press  forwards  to  the  colourless  receptive- 
spot  of  the  egg  [-cell],  and  as  it  were  grope  around  it.  In 
specially  favourable  cases  a fusion  of  such  a spermatozoid  with 

* Some  explanation  of  the  terminology  is  needed  here.  The  female  cell,  prior 
to  fertilization,  the  Author  calls  the  “egg.”  By  others  it  is  known  as  the 
“ egg -cell  ” or  “oosphere.”  After  fertilization,  keeping  up  the  analogy  with 
conjugation,  the  Author  calls  it  “zygote”;  by  others  this  fertilized  cell  is 
called  “egg”  and  “oospore.”  The  use  of  the  terms  “zygospore”  and 
“ oospore  ” implies  the  morphological  difference  between  the  fertilizing  cells 
in  the  two  cases  ; the  use  of  the  one  term  “ zygote,”  as  common  to  both, 
emphasizes  the  physiological  unity  of  the  sexual  process,  even  when  more 
highly  evolved  than  here.  [Ed.] 
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the  receptive-spot  can  be  determined.  After  a short  time  the 
fertilized  egg  [or  oospore],  the  zygote,  has  surrounded  itself  with 
a delicate  membrane,  which  is  especially  clearly  visible  at  the 
receptive-spot.  In  the  course  of  some  hours  the  colourless  proto- 
plasm of  the  receptive-spot  is  diffused  equally  in  the  zygote. 
Older  zygotes  are  thickly  filled  with  oil- drops,  show  some  brown 
spots  in  the  interior,  and  have  a firm  membrane. 

If  a spermatozoid  in  course  of  movement  is  fixed  with  potas- 
sium-iodide-iodine, two  cilia,  unequally  long,  unilaterally  inserted, 
and  extended  in  opposite  directions,  can  be  seen  attached  to  it. 

The  v’^arious  species  of  Fucus,  or  brown  sea-weeds,  found  every- 
where round  our  coasts,  can  be  obtained  in  fructification  nearly 
the  whole  year  round.  If  they  are  gathered  at  high  tide,  when 
they  are  under  water,  or  immediately  after  the  setting  in  of  the 
ebb,  and  are  sent  damp,  without  any  other  packing,  you  are  pretty 
certain  to  be  able  to  observe  the  phenomena  of  fructification  even 
at  places  far  distant  from  the  sea.  The  parcel  ought  to  be  accom- 
panied by  a considerable  quantity  of  sea- water.  After  receipt,  a 
portion  of  the  plants  should  be  hung  up  free  on  string,  the  other 
part  laid  in  sea- water.  In  about  six  hours,  after  the  sexual  organs 
have  been  emptied,  the  hanging  plants  can  likewise  be  laid  in  sea- 
water, and  after  about  six  hours  again  taken  out  and  hung  up, 
and  thus  the  evacuation  of  new  sexual  products  induced.  If  the 
plants  which  immediately  on  arrival  were  hung  up  have  not 
yielded  sexual  products,  they  may  be  expected  from  those  which 
were  laid  in  water,  if  these  are  taken  out  after  about  six  hours 
and  hung  up  to  dry  slowly.  In  cool  weather  the  plants  can  stand 
a jom*ney  for  several  days  without  injury,  and  by  laying  in  sea- 
water periodically  can  develop  normal  sexual  products  for  days. 

In  order  to  inform  ourselves  as  to  the  structure  of  the  sexual 
organs,  we  will  choose  in  the  first  place  the  hemaphrodite  species, 
Fucils  platy carpus,  Thuret.  This  species  is  specially  distinguished 
by  the  production  of  male  and  female  sexual  organs  in  the  same 
conceptacle.  It  is  further  distinguished  from  F.  vesiculosus,  which 
it  otherwise  closely  resembles,  in  that  it  is  always  devoid  of  air- 
bladders,  while  such  are  very  general  in  F.  vesiculosus,  although 
not  always  present.  Fertile  specimens  of  both  these  species  end 
their  ultimate  branchlets  with  bladder-like  swellings.  These  con- 
tain the  conceptacles.  In  F.  platy carpus  the  swellings  are  stronger 
than  in  F.  vesiculosus.  Cutting  sections  of  these  swollen  twigs 
ofl’ers  some  difficult}q  on  account  of  the  strong  tensioqs  of  the 
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tissues,  which  result  in  the  outer  edges  being  folded  inwards. 
The  bladders  collapse  somewhat,  while  a part  of  the  enclosed  air 
escapes  audibly.  The  interior  of  the  bladder  appears  filled  with  a 
filamentous  network,  and  partly  also  with  colourless  jelly.  Cross- 
sections  prepared  between  elder-pith  show  us  that  the  tissue  of 
the  thallus  has  the  same  structure  which  we  have  already  studied 
in  F.  vesiculosus  (p.  202a)  : outwardly  the  layer  of  small  polygonal 
cells  of  the  epidermoid  layer,  inwards  the  progressively  enlarging 
cells  of  the  cortex,  which  elongate  more  and  more,  and  ultimately 
pass  over  into  the  network  of  threads  which  constitutes  the  pith. 
The  spaces  between  the  threads  are  filled  with  jelly  and  air.  The 
conceptacles  are  pear-shaped  hollows  in  the  tissue.  A narrow 
opening,  the  osteole,  communicates  with  the  exterior,  and  through 
this  passes  a tuft  of  delicate  hairs.  If  the  section  has  cut  the  con- 
ceptacle  in  the  middle  line,  it  is  easy  to  get  an  idea  of  its  structure. 
It  is  seen  to  be  surrounded  by  a sheath  consisting  of  several  layers 
of  closely-united,  tangentially  elongated  cells.  From  the  inner 
cells  of  the  sheath  arise  numerous  radially-arranged  structures, 
growing  into  the  conceptacle,  and  reducing  its  cavity  to  a narrow 
cylindrical  space,  which  diminishes  as  we  pass  outwards.  These 
structures  are,  in  part,  sterile  hairs  which  remain  unbranched. 
The  number  of  these  sterile  hairs  diminishes  towards  the  upper 
part  of  the  conceptacle.  The  cells  themselves  are  elongated  many 
times  as  long  as  broad.  The  hairs  close  under  the  osteole,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  composed  of  short  segments.  It  is  these  hairs  which 
project  from  the  osteole  in  a tuft.  The  cell-contents  include  proto- 
plasm, nucleus,  and  very  small  olive-green  chromatophores.  In 
structure  much  like  these  hairs,  are  the  copiously  branched  hairs 
which  bear  the  male-sexual  organs,  the  antheridia.  The  antheridia 
are  unicellular  branches  of  these  hairs,  have  an  elongated  ellip- 
soidal form,  and  abundant  contents.  Nuclei  are  not  visible  with- 
out special  means;  small  chromatophores  are  numerous.  In  the 
ripening,  the  contents  collect  into  small  balls,  each  with  one,  rarely 
two,  reddish-brown  chromatophores.  Between  the  sterile  and  the 
fertile  hairs  are  found  other  ellipsoidal  structures,  the  female 
sexual  organs,  the  oogonia,  which  vary  in  size  according  to  their 
stage  of  development,  but  ultimately  attain  to  very  considerable 
dimensions.  The  larger  ones  are  coloured  yellow-brown  by  small 
chromatophores;  the  abundant  contents  make  them  almost  opaque, 
but  without  difficulty  it  can  be  determined  that  they  contain  eight 
eggs,  or  oospheres,  with  flattened  contact  surfaces.  The  smallest 
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Fie.  87*. — A to  F.  Fiicu^  jilatycarpus.  A,  evacuated  contents  of  an  oogonium,  sur- 
rounded by  the  inner  cell-v.  all ; U,  evacuated  contents  of  an  antberidium,  surrounded  by 
the  inner  cell-wall ; C,  an  antberidium,  fixed  with  alcohol  and  stained  with  logwood  ; D, 
cross-section  through  the  similarly  fixed  and  stained  contents  of  an  oogonium;  E,  evacu- 
ated oospheres,  and  a remnant  of  the  case  of  the  oogonium  ; F,  oosphere,  with  adhering 
spermatozoids. 

G and  H.  Fucus  vesicido.ius.  G,  spermatozoids,  fixed  with  iodine;  If,  oosphere,  with 
adhering  and  swarming  spermatozoids.  (C  and  G x 540;  the  other  figures  x 240). 
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are  unicellular,  colourless  in  tlieir  periphery,  transparent,  with  a 
brown  fleck  in  the  midclle  due  to  the  aggregation  of  the  chronia- 
tophores.  Older  stages  show  from  two  to  eight  such  flecks,  and 
finally  partition- walls  are  produced  simultaneously  between  these 
flecks,  dividing  the  contents  of  the  oogonium  into  eight  pretty 
symmetrically  arranged  oospheres.  After  complete  division,  the 
brown  colour  is  uniformly  distributed  through  the  contents  of  the 
oospheres.  If  the  section  has  passed  through  the  point  of  inser- 
tion of  an  oogonium,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  situated  on  a short 
unicellular  stalk. — In  almost  all  sections  through  ripe  conceptacles 
sinofle  ooofonia  will  be  torn  off  from  their  stalks.  If  such  oogonia 
are  observed  for  a time,  an  outer  layer  of  the  wall  is  seen  to 
rupture  at  the  apex,  and  the  oospheres  protrude,  surrounded  by 
an  inner  layer.  This  inner  layer  swells  strongly  in  water,  espe- 
cially at  its  upper  part,  and  gradually  becomes  invisible,  and  the 
oospheres  are  distributed  in  the  surrounding  water  (Fig.  87*  E). 
The  oospheres  round  oif,  are  devoid  of  membrane,  and  in  the  centre 
of  each  a clearer  fleck  is  recognisable.  If  ripe  antheridia  are  simi- 
larly broken  oJff,  after  a time  the  contents  are  extruded,  surrounded 
by  an  inner  sheath  (Fig.  87*  B).  After  a time  the  contents  escape 
in  the  form  of  small  pear-shaped  bodies,  but  in  these  cases  move- 
ment is  not  usually  seen. — Material  hardened  in  alcohol  cuts  much 
better,  and,  if  stained  with  haematoxylon,  gives  beautiful  figures, 
which  amplify  in  not  unimportant  points  the  results  obtained 
from  fresh  material.  Thus,  nuclei  can  be  detected  in  the  rudi- 
ments of  oogonia,  in  number  increasing,  by  repeated  bipartitions, 
from  two  to  eight ; then  follows  the  simultaneous  formation  of  divid- 
ing walls,  each  oo.sphere  having  a central  nucleus  (Fig.  87*  D). 
The  nucleus  always  corresponds  in  position  Avith  the  brown  fleck 
referred  to  aboA^e,  so  that  we  assume  that  each  of  these  latter 
encloses  a nucleus.  The  position  of  the  nuclei  is  seen  particularly 
clearly  in  the  antheridia.  In  the  ripening  antheridium  (Fig.  87*  0) 
we  can  determine  that  almost  the  Avhole  body  of  the  sperm atozoid 
consists  of  nuclear  substance,  which  is  surrounded  by  only  a thin 
layer  of  protoplasm.  The  Avholc  of  the  protoplasm  is  not  thus 
used  up,  a little,  not  staining  with  logwood,  is  left  between  the 
spermatozoids.  As  a fixing  reagent,  and  to  some  extent  better 
than  alcohol,  can  be  used  1 per  cent,  osmic  acid,  picro-sulphuric 
acid,  boiling  Avater,  or  bromine  vapour.  Fixing  Avith  bromine 
vapour  and  boiling  Avater  often  gives  the  best  results,  and  is 
especially  advantageous  in  that  it  does  not  require  a subsequent 
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wasliing  of  the  preparation.  The  preparations  can  afterwards  be 
stained  with  log’wood,  saffranin,  gentiana-violet,  or  carmine,  for 
particulars  of  which  see  Cladopliora,  Spirogyra,  and  “ Cell-division.” 
The  stained  j^reparations  are  then  dehydrated  and  decolorized  l)y 
50  per  cent,  alcohol,  which  is  gradually  replaced  by  absolute,  then 
cleared  with  oil  of  cloves  or  oil  of  marjoram,  and  mounted  in 
Canada  balsam  or  dammar. 

In  the  plants  left  hanging  in  free  air,  after  some  search  will  be 
found  sexual  organs,  which  have  escaped  from  a conceptacle. 
They  appear  as  small  olive-green  drops  of  mucilage  at  the  mouths 
of  the  conceptaoles,  and  in  which  the  oospheres  can  be  seen  even 
with  a lens.  If  such  a drop  of  mucilage  be  removed  Avith  a needle, 
and  placed  in  a drop  of  sea-Avater  on  a slide  in  a moist  chamber, 
Ave  shall  see  numerous  oospheres  and  spermatozoids  still  enclosed 
in  the  inner  sheaths  of  the  sexual  organs,  and  Avhich  i-epeat  the 
phenomena  given  above.  Soon,  hoAvever,  the  antheridium-cases 
commence  to  empty,  at  one,  or,  less  often,  at  both  ends.  The 
speiTiiatozoids  can  commence  to  move  before,  upon,  or  not  for 
some  time  after  evacuation.  The  movement  (Fig.  87*  0)  is  very 
active.  They  may  swarm  for  several  hours,  but  usually  for  much 
less.  They  are  pear-shaped,  Avith  tAvo  unequal  cilia,  the  shorter  one 
attached  to  the  anterior  or  pointed  end  of  the  spermatozoid,  and 
directed  forwards,  while  the  longer  one  is  attached  laterally,  and 
directed  backAvards.  The  reddish-brown  fleck  or  spot  is  at  the 
point  of  insertion  of  this  posterior  cilium.  The  spermatozoids 
can  be  quickly  and  advantageously  fixed  with  iodine.  Freed 
oospheres  may  be  seen  surrounded  by  swarming  spermatozoids, 
many  of  which  cling  to  its  bare  surface  (F).  They  attach  them- 
selves obliquely  by  the  pointed  end  and  a portion  of  the  long  side, 
so  that  the  hinder  cilium  remains  free,  and  for  some  time  can  be 
in  motion.  If  a sufficient  number  are  present,  they  can  give  to  the 
oosphere  a rolling  motion.  This  phenomenon  is  noticeable  in  the 
processes  of  fertilization  of  Amrious  sections  of  the  animal  kingdom, 
e.g.,  in  the  Echinoderms,  the  Actinia,  andYermes;  but  is  known 
amongst  plants  noAvhere  else  than  in  the  Fucaceas.  This  move- 
ment lasts  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes,  then  the  oosphere  comes 
to  a rest;  a spermatozoid  has  penetrated  and  fertilized  it.  A cell- 
Avall  is  then  formed  around  the  fertilized  oosphere,  or  oospore.  If 
fertilized  oospores  are  kept  in  a watch-glass  Avith  sea- water,  at 
the  second,  or,  latest,  the  third  day,  the  first  divisions  of  the 
oospore  can  be  made  out.  Unfertilized  oospheres  usually  fall 


REPRODUCTION  OF  FUCUS. 


2r>h 


quickly  to  the  bottom,  without  covering  wall  or  division.  As  anthe- 
ridia  and  oogonia  are  found  in  the  same  conceptacle,  fertilization  of 
the  oosphere  by  spermatozoids  of  like  origin  can  often  result  ; but, 
nevertheless,  fertilization  by  spermatozoids  from  remote  concep- 
tacles  is  by  no  means  excluded,  and  may  be  facilitated  by  the  fact 
that  the  spermatozoids  are  usually  evacuated  before  the  oospheres 
of  the  same  conceptacle,  and  often  when  the  latter  are  evacuated 
have  already  swarmed  out. 

For  the  study  of  the  sexual  processes,  Fucvs  vesiculosus  is  still 
more  favourable  than  F.  platycarpiis,  and  is  likewise  very  common. 
The  structure  of  the  sexual  organs  is  much  as  in  the  latter  plant, 
but  one  sex  011I3",  either  antheridia  or  oogonia,  is  found  in  each 
conceptacle.  Plants  hung  up  empty  their  sexual  organs  after  a 
few  hours.  The  drops  of  mucilage  which  contain  the  spermato- 
zoids are  recognisable  even  to  the  naked  eye  from  their  orange-red 
colour,  while  those  which  contain  the  oogonia  are  coloured  olive- 
green.  If  a little  of  the  orange-red  mucilage  is  placed  in  a drop 
of  sea- water,  this  will  usually  be  seen  almost  immediately  to  be 
filled  with  actively  moving’  spermatozoa.  Thoroughly  healthy 
spermatozoa  are  tolerably  sensible  to  light,  and  nearly  always 
avoid  it  (are  negatively  heliotropic,  or  apheliotropic),  so  that  even 
with  slight  illumination  they  usua,lly  collect  at  the  mom  side, 
rarely  at  the  window  side,  of  the  drop.  With  intense  light  their 
movement  is  fairly  rectilinear,  in  the  direction  of  the  incident 
mys.  Single  spermatozoa  from  time  to  time  stop  suddenly',  and 
move  for  a little  while  in  the  opposite  direction,  but  ultimately 
they  all  get  to  the  shaded  .side  of  the  drop.  With  very  weak 
illumination  a definite  direction  to  the  movement  is  hardly  recog- 
nisable, and  the  same  is  the  case  with  unhealthy  spermatozoids. 
As  the  oospheres  are  specifically  heavier  than  sea-water,  the 
ajDheliotropism  of  the  spermatozoa  takes  them  away  from  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  therefore  in  the  direction  in  which  the 
oospheres  are  likely  to  be. — The  spermatozoa  can  be  best  fixed 
with  iodine  and  picric  acid,  and  show  the  same  structure  as  those 
already  studied  ((?). — In  order  to  see  the  processes  of  fertilization, 
we  transfer  the  olive-green  mucilage  from  the  female  conceptacle  to 
drops  of  sea-water  on  a number  of  object-slides.  We  examine  these 
in  order  to  determine  the  time  at  which  evacuated  oospheres  are 
present.  Such  ought  always  to  be  found  within  the  first  hour, 
but  oospheres  which  have  been  evacuated  for  several  hours  are 
^till  callable  of  fertilization ; so  that  we  place  our  preparations  in  a 
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dark  chamber,  and  can  use  them  for  observation  one  after  the 
other. — If  we  follow  under  the  microscope  the  method  of  evacua- 
tion of  the  oospheres,  we  shall  see,  in  contradistinction  to  F.  plafy- 
carpus,  that  the  case  of  the  oogonium  remains  visible  up  to  the 
setting  free  of  the  oospheres,  that  the  inner  layer  is  specially 
clearly  marked,  and  that  during  the  evacuation  of  the  oospheres 
the  outer  layer  is  turned  over. — If  we  bring  a little  of  the  orange- 
red  mucilage  into  a preparation  with  freed  oospheres,  these  are 
quickly  surrounded  by  spermatozoids.  By  turning  the  prepara- 
tion in  such  way  that  the  spermatozoids,  avoiding  the  light,  come 
into  contact  with  the  oosphere,  we  can  determine  that  even  those 
spermatozoids  which  are  removed  from  the  oosphere  by  a distance 
equal  to  the  diameter  of  these  latter,  suddenly  turn  from  their 
path  in  order  to  rush  towards  the  oosphere.  This  attraction  ex- 
tends over  approximately  a double  diameter  of  an  oosphere.  As 
has  been  recently^  determined  by  Pfeffer,  this  attraction  depends 
upon  a body  given  off  from  the  oosphere,  which  acts  as  a chemical 
stimulus  in  determining  the  direction  of  movement  of  the  sperma- 
tozoids. The  spermatozoids  cling  to  the  oosphere,  which  is  soon 
completely  covered  with  them.  The  spermatozoids  lie  obliquely 
on  the  surface  of  the  oosphere  with  the  beak  and  a portion  of  that 
side  which  is  devoid  of  cilia,  while  the  hinder,  laterally  inserted 
cilium  continues  for  a time  its  vibratory  movement  and  sets  the 
oosphere  in  rapid  rotation.  The  rotation  takes  place  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  the  beaks  of  the  majority  of  the  spermatozoids  are 
directed ; should  the  direction  of  rotation  change,  it  is  due  to  the 
clinging  of  new  spermatozoidsj  which  alter  the  orientation  of  the 
majority.  The  movement  is  no  doubt  the  resultant  of  the  com- 
ponent movements  of  the  spermatozoids ; but  if  the  movement 
tends  to  maintain  any  uniform  direction,  the  spermatozoids  ar- 
ranged in  any  other  direction  tend  gradually  to  alter  their  position 
and  to  assume  one  corresponding  with  the  movement.  In  addition, 
to  the  attached  spermatozoids,  the  oosphere  appears  to  be  sur- 
rounded by  a swarm  of  free  spermatozoids,  which  move  inside  its 
sphere  of  action  (Fig.  87*  H).  In  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes 
the  rotation  ceases,  and  the  clinging  spermatozoids  have  left  the 
oosphere.  In  the  meantime  fertilization  has  been  effected,  a 
spermatozoid  being  no  doubt  absorbed,  although,  owing  to  the 
opacity  of  the  oosphere,  this  cannot  be  directly  observed.  The 
fertilized  egg,  or  oospore,  has  likewise  developed  an  exceedingly 
delicate  membrane. — If  a quantity  of  oospheres  are  mingled,  as 
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above,  'with  sperraatozoids,  either  on  a hollow  object-slide  or 
watch-Q-lass,  and  after  a few  minutes  fixed  and  stained  with  iodine 
solution,  Ave  may  be  able  to  see  the  result  of  fertilization.  In  most 
of  the  oospores  two  nuclei  can  be  seen  : a larger  one,  with  large 
nnclcolus,  the  oo-niicleus  ; and  a usually  somewhat  smaller  one, 
Avith  smaller  nucleolus,  representing  the  spermo-nucleus,  or  nucleus 
of  the  absorbed  spermatozoid.  The  penetration  of  the  spermo- 
nucleus  toAvards  the  centre  of  the  oospore  must  take  place  A'^ery 
rapidly,  for  we  find  it  commonly  already  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  00-nucleus.  In  some  of  the  oospoi*es  the  tAvo  nuclei  have 
already  been  combined  into  a single  one,  in  which  process  lies  the 
essence  of  fertilization.  The  embryo-nucleus,  the  result  of  the 
copulation  of  the  oo-nucleus  and  spermo-nucleus,  shoAvs  at  first 
two,  but  later  on  only  one,  nucleolus. 

The  sexual  organs  of  the  Characeae,  or  Stone  worts,  are  attached 
to  the  leaves.  Ohara  fragilis  fructifies  freely  at  the  beginning  of 
summer.  The  antlieridia  are  recognisable  even  with  the  naked  eye 
as  red  globules,  Avith  a diameter  of  about  -g^g-  of  an  inch.  They  stand 
singly  on  the  inner  side  of  the  leaves,  in  their  middle  line  (Fig.  87** 
j4,  a),  and  occupy  the  position  of  a leaflet.  The  female  organ,  the 
oogonium,  or  nucule,  is  found  close  above  the  antheridium,  and 
arises  from  the  loAvest  node  of  the  leaf  Avhich  is  developed  into  an 
antheridium  (Fig.  87**  A ob).  The  antlieridia  have  a complicated 
structure.  In  order  to  make  ourselves  familiar  Avith  it,  let  us  take 
a ripe  antheridium  under  external  examination  with  a magnifica- 
tion of  about  100  diameters.  It  shows  then  apparently  a red  centre, 

surrounded  bv  a colourless  sheath.  This  colourless  sheath  is 
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segmented  by  beautifully  arranged  partition-Avalls.  ISTow  search 
for  an  antheridium  Avhich  is  as  ripe  as  possible,  and  Avhich  Avill  be 
found  somewhere  upon  a leaf  the  uppermost  antheridium  of  Avhich 
(Avhich  first  dehisces)  has  already  fallen  to  pieces ; separate  it  off 
Avith  the  needles,  and  crush  it  carefully  under  a cover-glass.  If 
the  antheridium  is  thoroughly  ripe,  its  Avail  falls  into  regular 
pieces,  the  shields.  From  the  interior  come  numerous  long’,  delicate 
filaments,  and  between  these  some  cylindrical  orange-coloured 
cells.  These  last  are  set  into  the  centres  each  of  one  of  the 
shields,  like  handles,  and  are  knoAvn  as  the  manubria,  and  their 
coloration  arises  from  elongated  chromatophores.  More  careful 
examination  further  shows  us  that  each  such  unicellular  manu- 
brium bears  at  its  narrower  end  a colourless  rounded  cell,  the 
Capitulum,  from  Avhich  arise  a number  of  smaller  colourless  cells, 


254/i 


KEl’liODUCTION  OF  CHARA. 


Fig.  87**. — Chara  fragilis.  A,  median  longitudinal  section  through  a leaf,  r,  and  the 
sexunl  organs  arising  from  it ; a,  antheridinm,  of  which  ua  is  tlie  basal  node,  ])  the  stalk- 
and  m the  mamiln-ia;  ob,  an  oogonium  or  nucule,  of  \Thich  po  is  the  stalk-cell,  no  the  nodal, 
cell,  V the  “ Wendungszclle,”  and  c the  crown  (x  90).  B,  spermatozoids  (x  510). 

the  secondary  capitula.  From  these  come  the  numerous  slender, 
colourless  filaments.  Even  with  a power  of  200  diameters  we  can 
see  that  each  of  these  threads  consists  of  a large  number  of  flattened 
cells,  forming  a linear  series.  If  the  antheridium  is  ripe,  we  can 
see  in  each  of  these  cells  a coiled  thread,  the  spermatozoid.  We 
now  place  our  preparation  in  a moist  chamber,  and  endeavour  in 
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another  fasliion  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  structure  of  the 
■wall  of  the  antheridium.  When  the  antheridium  is  crushed  a 
clear  insight  into  the  structure  of  this  wall  is  hardly  to  be  ob- 
tained ; for  the  natural  dehiscence  of  the  antheridium  upon  the 
object-slide  we  should  wait  in  vain ; here  and  there,  however, 
whei'e  anthei‘idia  have  opened  a short  time  before,  the  segments  of 
the  wall  can  usually  still  be  found.  They  adhere  to  the  leaf,  held 
together  by  the  disorganised  remnants  of  the  threads.  We  separate 
one  out  with  the  needles,  and  can  now  easily  study  their  form  and 
sti'ucture.  They  are  triangular,  or  trapeziform  quadrangular. 
These  segments,  or  shields,  are  flat,  and  are  traversed  by  partition 
walls,  which,  directed  towards  a common  central  point,  do  not 
however  reach  it.  Each  shield  is  therefore  intercellular,  cham- 
bered, however,  round  its  margin  by  the  projecting  ridges.  The 
ridgfes  answer  to  indentations  of  the  margin.  The  shields  con- 
tain  red  globular  chromatophores,  which,  separated  by  the  ridges 
into  striie,  come  together  only  in  the  middle  of  the  cell.  They 
lie  close  to  the  inner  wall  of  the  shield,  whence  it  came  that 
in  examining  the  entire  antheridium  a dark  red  centre  appeared 
to  be  surrounded  by  a clear  sheath. — If  we  examine  now  a young 
but  fully  formed  antheridium,  we  can  determine  that  the  shields 
fit  together  by  the  indentations  of  their  margins,  and  that  eight 
shields,  to  wit,  four  above  and  four  below,  are  combined  in  the 
wall.  The  four  upper  have  the  form  of  triangles,  the  four  lower 
that  of  trapezes,  because  an  angle  of  each  of  these  latter  is  cut  off, 
leaving  a short  side  by  which  it  joins  on  to  the  stalk  of  the 
antheridium. — A complete  insight  into  the  structure  of  the  an- 
theridium can  however  only  be  obtained  by  means  of  sections. 
To  obtain  these  is  not  so  difficult  as  might  at  first  sight  appear. 
A leaf  covered  with  sexual  organs  is  placed  between  the  fingers, 
the  sexual  organs  turned  inwards,  and  it  is  then  halved  lonsd- 
tudinally  with  a sharp  razor.  As  a rule  this  suffices,  but  we  can 
endeavour  further  to  divide  one  of  the  halves,  so  as  to  obtain  a 
median  longitudinal  section.  If  this  has  been  obtained  we 
obtain  the  structure  as  shown  in  the  annexed  figure  (87**).  The 
insertion  of  the  antheridium  (a)  in  the  leaf  is  clear.  The  stalk  of 
the  antheridium  (p),  with  its  wall  lined  with  orange-red  chro- 
matophores, just  as  with  the  manubria,  jDrojects  light  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  antheridium.  From  the  centres  of  the  shields  spring 
the  manubria  (w)  ; the  capitula  seated  thereon  impinge  upon  one 
another  and  upon  the  stalk-cell.  From  the  secondary  capitula  w© 
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can  see  proceeding  the  threads  of  mother-cells  of  the  spermato- 
zoids. — Now  let  ns  again  take  the  preparation  with  the  crashed 
antheridium,  which  we  had  laid  on  one  side.  If  this  had  been 
very  ripe,  the  spermatozoids  will  now,  after  the  lapse  of  an  hour 
or  tw'O,  have  commenced  to  free  themselves  from  the  threads. 
They  emerge  from  their  mother-cell  by  a lateral  opening,  showing 
brightly  through  a swelling  substance  which  has  been  squeezed 
out  from  it.  They  are  corkscrew-like  threads  (Fig.  87**  B),  very 
like  to  the  spermatozoids  of  mosses  to  be  studied  hereafter.  They 
describe  four  complete  turns ; at  their  anterior,  somewhat  tapered 
end  they  bear  two  very  long  cilia,  longer  than  the  entire  body  of 
the  spermatozoid,  and  readily  recognisable  after  treatment  with 
iodine.  At  their  hinder  end  the  spermatozoids  are  somewhat 
thickened,  and  enclose  glistening  granules.  The  spermatozoids 
progress  by  simultaneous  vibratory  movement  and  rotation  around 
their  axis.  The  whole  preparation  swarms  witli  the  spermatozoids, 
since  the  number  produced  in  a single  antheridium  has  been  esti- 
mated at  about  30,000. — The  antheridia  tend  to  open  spontaneously 
in  the  early  morning.  The  spherical  curvature  of  the  shields 
diminishes  notably,  so  that  they  separate  from  one  another,  and 
this  tendency  occasions  the  springing  open  of  the  organ.  The 
spermatozoids  are  wont  to  swarm  for  some  hours. 

In  order  to  inform  ourselves  as  to  the  structure  of  the  nucule, 
or  oogonium,  we  preferably  first  study  it  in  those  stages  of  deve- 
lopment in  which  it  is  still  cylindrical  and  transparent.  The 
antheridium  found  under  it  is  then  fully  formed,  and  the  oogonium 
itself  begins  to  become  somewhat  brownish.  In  such  an  oogonium 
can  be  seen  an  elongated  central  cell,  densely  filled  with  finely  granu- 
lar protoplasm,  and  at  the  base  is  shown  a clearer  spot.  It  is  borne 
upon  two  flat  internal  cells,  of  which  the  upper  is  distinguished  as 
the  “ Wendungszeile  ” (y),  and  the  under  is  a nodal  cell  (no),  and 
upon  a short  stalk-cell  {'po).  This  last  is  seated  upon  the  nodal  cell 
(iia)  which  bears  the  antheridium.  The  central  cell  of  the  oogonium 
is  sheathed  by  five  tubular  sacs,  wdiich  arise  from  the  nodal  cell 
(iio).  These  sacs  run  spirally  around  the  central  cell,  and  end  above 
in  the  so-called  crown  (c).  The  five  cells  of  this  latter  are  cut  off 
by  partition  walls  from  the  investing  sacs.  If  the  crown  consists 
thus  of  but  five  cells,  we  can  at  once  determine  our  plant  to  be 
Chara,  while  the  other  genus  of  Characete,  Nitella,  possess  a ten- 
celled  crown,  consisting  of  fivq  pairs  of  cells,  the  result  of  a subse- 
quent division  of  each  of  the  five  cells. — In  the  investing  sacs  of 
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the  sheath  of  such  young  oogonia,  protoplasmic  streaming  can  be 
verjbeautifully  seen.  The  chlorophyll  grains  have  already  elongated 
and  taken  on  a brown  tone. — In  subsequent  stages  the  oogonium 
becomes  oval,  and  the  central  cell,  the  egg-cell  or  oosphere,  be- 
comes filled  with  oil-drops  and  starch-grains  (Fig.  87**),  becoming 
thus  opaque  ; the  starch -grains  show  a beautiful  concentric  lamina- 
tion. The  investing  sheath  becomes  darker,  and  masses  of  lime  be- 
come deposited  on  its  outer  surface.— -The  egg-cells  are  receptive, f.e. 
are  ready  for  fertilization,  at  the  same  time  when  the  antheridia 
of  the  same  leaf  open.  The  investing  sacs  close  under  the  crown 
elongate  a little,  by  which  the  outer  layers  of  membrane  of  the  sacs 
are  torn  at  this  spot.  As  the  result  of  this  we  see  the  sheath,  which 
previously  had  been  incrusted  with  lime  right  up  to  the  crown, 
now  become  free  from  lime  just  under  the  crown.  Simultaneously 
with  their  elongation  the  investing  sacs  have  also  separated  from 
one  another,  and  thus  clefts  arise  which  reach  right  into  the 
intei-ior  to  the  apex  of  the  oosphere.  By  elongation  and  latei’al 
separation  of  the  investing  sacs,  therefore,  a short  “neck”  has 
arisen  under  the  crown,  rendering  fertilization  of  the  oosphere 
possible.  If,  indeed,  we  examine  in  the  early  morning  the  oogonia 
found  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  last  opened  anthe- 
ridia, we  shall  find  in  and  upon  the  clefts  of  the  neck  numerous 
sperraatozoids  clinging  to  them.  They  are  arrested  here  by  a 
jelly-like  substance. — The  fertilized  egg,  or  oospore,  becomes  sur- 
rounded by  a strong  colourless  membrane,  and  the  inner  wall  of 
the  sheathing  sacs  bounding  upon  this  commences  after  some  time 
to  thicken  and  become  brown.  In  spite  of  the  incrustation  of 
lime,  these  relations  can  be  made  recognisable  by  treating  the 
oogonium  with  hydrochloric  acid. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

THE  KEPRODUCTION  OF  FUNGI. 

Material  Wanted. 

Fresh  horse-dung  to  grow  moulds  upon. 

Piece  of  diseased  potato  plant.  Fresh. 

A piece  jof  bread  to  grow  blue  mould  upon. 

If  a piste  of  damp  bread  is  placed  under  a glass  bell- jar,  it  is 
covered,  even  in  a few  days,  with  a thick  felt  of  fungus  threads, 
[mycelium],  which  almost  always  belongs  to  Mucor  Mucedo} 
one  of  the  Phycomycetes.  This  fungus  soon  shows  itself  very 
luxuriantly  upon  fresh  dung,  kept  in  a closed  moist  chamber. 
From  the  substratum  arise  erect  fruiting  branches,  conidiophores, 
or  gonidiophores,  an  inch  or  more  in  length,  wdiich  turn  towards 
the  source  of  light,  and  end  each  one  with  a globular,  yellow  or 
brown  head,  readily  visible  with  the  lens  and  even  with  the 
naked  eye.  If  we  lift  some  of  this  material  carefully  from  the 
substratum,  and  place  it  in  a drop  of  water,  we  can  determine,  by 
means  of  sufficiently  strong  magnification,  tbat  the  mycelium 
consists  of  thick,  copiously  branched,  irregularly  septate  sacs 
[hyphse],  and  that  from  these  arise  the  straight,  unseptate  and 
unbranched  fruiting  branches,  which  bear  each  one  of  the  globular 
heads,  the  sporangium.  If  still  unripe,  this  remains  unchanged 
in  the  water;  its  contents  consist  of  yellowish-brown  protoplasm. 
In  the  youngest  stages  the  fruit-stalk  is  not  cut  off  from  the 
sporangium;  later  on  there  arises  a partition  wall,  strongly  arch- 
ing into  the  interior  of  the  sporangium,  so  that  the  stalk  ends 
inside  the  sporangium  with  a swelling  like  a ninejiin,  the  so-called 
columella.  The  ripe  sporangium  deliquesces  in  water,  and  of  its 
wall  only  fragments  formed  of  fine  needles  remain  behind,  of 
which  it  has  been  determined  that  they  consist  of  oxalate  of  lime." 
The  expelled  spores  (gonidia)  be  at  pretty  regular  distances  from 
one  another,  and  by  pressure  on  the  cover-glass  we  can  determine 
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that  they  lie  embedded  in  a colourless  slime.  On  the  stalk,  under 
the  columella,  is  usually  to  be  seen  a small  collar,  as  a relic  of  the 
lime-crust  which  was  attached  there.  In  the  pei-ipheral  proto- 
plasmic layer  of  stalks  which  are  not  too  old,  we  can  follow  fine, 
in  the  main  longitudinal,  streaming  of  the  protoplasm.  The  sacs 
of  Mucor  are  multinuclear,  the  nuclei  very  small,  only  distinguish- 
able by  suitable  staining.  In  dung-cultures  the  fungus  occasion- 
ally forms  zygotes  [zygospores],  which  present  themselves  as  dark 
points.  They  can  usually  be  forced  into  the  formation  of  zygotes 
[zygospores]  in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  if  the  spores  are 
sown  in  fresh,  flattened-out  horse-dung.  The  zygotes  are  ready 
in  from  eight  to  fourteen  days.  At  other  times,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  zygotes,  it  succeeds  well  if  the  sowing  is  made  in  some  drops  of 
concentrated  plum-juice,  sterilized  by  long  boiling,  and  then  mixed 
with  ten  to  twenty  per  cent,  of  alcohol  [not  methylated].  The 
sowing  is  made  on  a cover-glass  in  a damp  chamber  constructed 
of  a glass  ring  (see  p.  244),  and  the  object-slide  placed  in  the 
large  plaster-of-Paris  moist  chamber  (p.  243).  The  zygotes  [zygo- 
spores] arise  by  conjugation  of  the  ends  of  mycelial  threads  swollen 
into  club  shape.  On  the  rij>e  black  zygotes,  covered  Avith  warts, 
the  positions  of  these  two  mycelial  threads  can  be  seen  opposite 
to  one  another,  as  clearer  places  Avith  circular  outline. 

If  uninjured  material  is  transferred  to  absolute  alcohol,  chromic 
acid,  or  picric  acid,  and  afterwards  stained,  the  lining  plasmic 
layer  of  the  mycelium,  as  of  the  aerial  gonidiophores,  can  be  seen 
to  contain  numerous  small  nuclei,  scattei’ed  at  irregular  distances, 
and  connected  together  by  plasmic  threads.  They  are  also  recog- 
nisable in  the  sporangia,  and,  though  Avith  more  difficulty,  in  the 
spores.  In  these  latter  there  is  usually  but  one,  sometimes  tAvo. 

Mucor  Mucedo  is  a very  suitable  object  AvhereAvith  to  be  intro- 
duced to  the  methods  of  fungus  culture  upon  the  object  slide,  and 
Ave  Avill  therefore  amjilify  here  the  methods  already  learned  in 
connection  with  bacteria.  We  prepare  a suitable  culture-fluid,  by 
boiling  an  infusion  of  horse-dung  in  water.  The  infusion  is  filtered 
clear,  and  then  again  boiled  for  a long  time  in  order  to  sterilize  it. 
The  object-slides  and  glass-utensils  needed  for  use  must  likewise 
be  sterilized  by  passing  through  a gas  or  spirit-flame,  or  by  being 
laid  for  a short  time  in  absolute  alcohol  and  then  in  ether,  Avhich 
latter  Avill  I'apidly  evajAorate  after  removal.  It  has  also  been 
recommended  to  preserve  the  glass-utensils  in  10  per  cent,  hydro- 
chloric acid,  to  remove  them  just  before  needed  for  use,  and  Avash 
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them  in  distilled  water,  which  has  been  boiling  for  some  hours. 
Glasses  cleaned  in  this  way  allow  the  drop  of  culture-fluid  to  be 
■well  spread  out,  a point  of  no  small  advantage.  These  precautions 
are  rendered  necessary  by  the  existence  in  the  atmosphere  of 
various  spores  which  might  infect  the  culture.  It  is  necessary 
now  to  sow  a single  gonidium,  and  this  is  effected  in  the  following 
way.  A sporangium  from  a pure  culture  is  transferred  with  the 
forceps  to  a watch-glass  filled  with  boiled  water.  In  this  the 
gonidia  will  soon  become  uniformly  diffused.  A drop  of  the  fluid 
can  then  be  taken  out  of  the  watch-glass  by  means  of  a needle 
which  has  been  disinfected  in  a flame,  and  laid  in  an  elongated 
streak  upon  an  object-slide.  This  streak  is  then  examined  undei’ 
the  microscope.  If  it  contains  but  one  gonidium,  it  is  in  a fit  state 
for  use  for  the  culture ; but  if  it  contains  more  than  one,  a part  of 
it  must  be  wiped  off  with  a scrap  of  rag.  A drop  of  the  culture- 
fluid  must  then  be  laid  on  the  gonidium,  the  slide  then  laid  upon 
one  of  the  zinc  frames  represented  in  Fig.  I,  and  this  covered  with 
a bell-jar,  the  edges  of  which  are  immersed  in  water. — It  is  even 
better  to  add  a few  drops  of  the  culture-fluid  to  the  watch-glass 
of  water  containing  the  gonidia,  and  to  leave  them  there  for  a few 
hours.  The  gonidia  swell  to  a ten-fold  size,  becoming  globular, 
and  are  much  easier  to  see  and  count  in  the  streak  upon  the 
object-slide.  The  swollen  gonidium  will  show  a large  central 
vacuole  (Fig.  87c,  B).  Several  germinal  tubes  will  quickly  be' 
developed  from  the  gonidium,  will  grow  rapidly,  and,  in  the  course 
of  a day,  as  can  be  readily  seen  by  repeated  examination  under  the 
microscope,  will  produce  a highly-branched  mycelium  (Fig.  87c,  G). 
The  successive  systems  of  branches  progressively  diminish  in 
thickness.  The  entire  mycelium  has  no  partition  walls,  and  is 
filled  with  dense,  granular  protoplasmic  contents,  in  which  are 
numerous  vacuoles.  When  the  mycelium  has  attained  a definite 
size,  further  branching  ceases ; the  protoplasm  becomes  more 
granular  and  darker,  and  begins  to  collect  towards  the  middle  of 
the  mycelium.  Here  the  gonidiophore  is  erected  out  of  the  fluid 
as  a thicker  branch;  and  when  this  has  attained  a certain  size,  the 
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Fig.  87c. — Mticor  Miocedo.  A,  spores  ; B,  germination  of  spoi-es  ; C,  unicellular  branched 
thallus  (mycelium),  proceeding  from  the  spore,  and  commencing  to  produce  erect  sporangi- 
ferous  hyphae  (gonidiophores),  which  are  developed  centrifugally ; D,  swollen  end  of  an 
erect  hypha,  still  coTitiiiuous  throughout ; E,  separation  of  the  sporangium  by  a partition, 
so  as  to  form  the  columella ; F,  formation  of  spores,  separated  by  an  interstitial  substance ; 
the  wall  of  the  sporangium  bristles  with  crystalline  points  of  oxalate  of  lime,  (From  Van 
Tieghem’s  Traill  de  Botanique,  aftw  Brefeld.) 


end  swells  into  a head  (Fig.  87c,  (7),  the  bulk  of  the  protoplasm 
of  the  mycelium  moves  towards  this  rudimentary  sporangium 
(Fig.  87c,  D),  and  is  replaced  by  cell-sap.  The  sporangium  is  cut 
off  by  a partition  wall,  which  bulges  into  it  (F/),  and  its  contents 
se_parate  into  individual  portions,  which  constitute  the  gonidia  (F). 
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When  the  sporangium  is  ripe  the  gonicliophore  rapidly  elongates 

greatly.  In  the  mycelium,  partition  walls  have  already  been 

formed.  This  stage  of  the  development  is  attained  at  the  outside 

in  three  days. — While  we  should  by  no  means  neglect  to  get  this 

insight  into  the  rapid  development  of  this  fungus,  it  is  necessary 

to  state  that  should  we  wish,  to  carefully  study  the  various  stages 

as  above,  it  will  be  necessary  to  start  several  cultures,  since  for 

«» 

observation  a cover-glass  must  be  laid  on,  and  the  preparation  will 
thus  be  spoiled  for  further  development.  With  a sufficiently  high 
power,  protoplasmic  streaming  will  be  readily  recognisable,  and 
especially  along  the  wall  of  the  gohidiophore.  Permanent  pre- 
parations of  isolated  spore-cultures,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  elon- 
gation of  the  gonidiophore,  can  be  made  by  fixing  the  object  by 
carefully  flooding  the  object-slide  with  one  of  the  fixing  fluids, 
and  subsequently  likewise  staining  the  object  upon  the  slide.  In 
the  centre  of  such  a preparation  the  original  gonidium  can  usually 
be  still  recognised  as  a slight  swelling  (see  Fig.  87c,  C). 

On  the  object-slide  we  obtain  only  gonidiophores,  ultimately 
several  on  each  individual ; in  order  to  see  the  sexual  organs  and 
zygospores,  we  must  make  a culture  en  masse.  They  are  most 
likely  to  come  upon  horse-dung  cultures,  but  rarely  in  quantity  ; 
so  that  we  often  look  for  them  ra  vain.  When  present,  the  zygo- 
spores show  on  the  dung  as  black  dots.  If  such  a dot  be  carefully 
removed  on  to  an  object-slide,  we  can,  if  it  is  actual  ly  a il/?tcor 
zygospore,  recognise  it  as  a black  ball  covered  with  wart-like  pro- 
jections. It  is  very  readily  torn,  but  if  it  should  happen  to  be 
complete,  we  can  recognise  the  two  ends  of  darkly-coloured  myce- 
lial threads  attached  to  it  (Fig.  87d,  C).  If  the  mycelial  thread  is 
torn  off,  or  has  already  separated  from  the  zygospore,  the  places 
of  attachment  can  be  seen  as  clear  circular  spots  (Fig.  87n,  D). 
These  can  be  seen  with  special  ease  when  the  zygospore  is  crushed. 
The  contents  of  the  zygospore  consist,  as  is  then  seen,  of  finely 
granular  protoplasm  and  oil.  Besides  the  ripe  zygospores,  we  may 
also  find  younger,  lighter-coloured,  or  even  colourless  ones,  which 
do  not  yet  possess  the  warty  prominences,  and  even  we  may  have 
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Fig.  87d. — A,  contact  of  two  branches,  and  separation  of  two  cells,  which  will  form  the 
(zygospore  ; B,  fusion  of  the  cells,  enlargement  of  the  zygospore  and  of  the  branches 
which  bear  it;  C,  ripe  zygospore,  enclosed  in  the  blackened  membrane  of  the  conjugated 
cells  ; D,  zygospore  isolated  from  this  outer  membrane,  and  upon  which  we  see  one  of  the 
rings  of  attachment;  E,  zygospore  germinating  in  moist  air  into  a sporangiferous  hypha, 
(F'rom  Van  Tieghem’s  Trait6  de  Botanique,  after  Brefeld.) 


portions  of  mycelium  in  wliicli  tlie  formation  of  zygospores  lias 
just  commenced.  We  shall  then  see  two  mycelial  threads,  rich  in 
contents,  the  ends  of  which  have  swollen  globnlarly,  which  have 
joined  together  hy  tlieir  apical  surfaces  (Fig.  87d,  A and  B).  At 
a little  distance  from  these  apical  surfaces  each  of  the  swollen 
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ends  lias  been  cut  off  by  a partition  wall.  In  somewhat  older 
stages,  the  contact  surfaces  of  tlie  two  sexual  organs  are  wanting, 
and  the  contents  of  both  cells  have  Iniiigled.  This  zygospore, 
resulting  then  from  the  copulation  or  conjugation  of  two  similar 
cells,  rounds  off  and  enlarges  considerably,  and  the  two  attached, 
club-like,  swollen  mycelial  threads  form  the  suspensors. 

That  these  zygospores  actually  belong  to  Mucor  Mucedo  can  be 
determined  by  germinating  them.  When  the  conditions  for  theii- 
development  are  present,  the  zygospores  are  produced  in  great 
number.  A large  amount  of  material  for  investigation  can  be 
obtained  by  cleansing  the  dung  in  question  with  water.  The  ripe 
zygospores  sink.  They  are  carefully  washed,  and  laid  upon  object- 
slides  under  a bell-jar  with  its  edges  immersed  in  water.  Germi- 
nation begins  in  about  six  weeks,  when  each  zygosjoore  emits 
usually  one  thick  germ  tube,  which  is  a gonidiophore,  and  is 
crowned  by  the  usual  sporangium  of  Mucor  (Fig.  87d,  A).  For  the 
emission  of  the  germ  tube  the  black  outer  wall  of  the  spore,  the 
exosporium  is  only  torn  so  far  as  is  necessary ; the  development 
of  the  gonidia  proceeds  relatively  slowly,  so  that  it  is  completed 
about  the  third  day  after  the  commencement  of  germination. 

Mucor  can  be  grown  also  upon  the  surface  of  a saccharine  fluid, 
and  forms  submerged  and  aerial  hyphge  as  upon  bread  or  dung. 
But  if  spores  are  grown  completely  submerged  in  such  a fluid,  as, 
for  exam|)le,  in  a thin  layer  between  a cover-glass  and  a slide,  the 
hyphae  produced  break  up  by  constriction  into  necklace-like 
strings,  the  units  of  which  separate  and  bud  much  after  the  fashion 
of  Saccharomyces  (p.  215),  and  like  it  induce  active  fermentation, 

In  studying  dung-cultures  of  Mucor  Mucedo,  it  is  well  to  note 
that  it  is  commonly  accompanied  by  two  other  Mucorineae,  Ghceto- 
cladium  Jonesii  and  Piptocephalis  Freseniana,  which  grow  parasiti- 
cally  upon  it.  The  mycelial  threads  of  Ghcetocladium  unite  with 
the  mycelial  threads  and  gonidiophores  of  Mucor  by  means  of  the 
resorption,  at  the  place  of  union,  of  the  separating  walls.  Numerous 
further  prominences  arise,  and  unite  with  the  Mucor  hypha3  as 
suctorial  apparatus,  or  haustoria.  The  mycelial  threads  of  Fipto- 
cephalts,  on  the  other  hand,  cling  to  the  Mucor  threads  by  swollen 
ends,  from  which  numerous  delicate  processes  penetrate  into  its 
interior.  If  note  is  not  made  of  this  the  fruetifications  of  these 
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two  parasitic  fungi  may  be  taken  as  belonging  to  the  Mucor 
itself. 

In  the  cultivation  of  fungus  spores  in  moist  chambers  it  may  be 
remarked  that  for  rajoid  cultures  the  pasteboard  chambers  answer 
admirably ; but  that  for  cultures  which  last  more  than  a few  days 
they  cannot  be  used,  as  they  themselves  form  a nidus  for  the 
spores  of  various  moulds.  Glass  chambers  must  then  be  used. 
The  infusion  of  horse-dung  recommended  for  Mucor  does  not 
“keep”  for  long,  and  therefore  can  be  recommended  only  for  cul- 
tures of  rapidly  developing  moulds.  If  the  development  requires 
a longer  period,  it  is  sometimes  feasible  every  other  day  to  remove 
the  drop  carefully  with  a pipette,  and  replace  it  with  a new 
supply.  The  infusion  keeps  the  longest  when  the  dung  is  stirred 
in  water,  boiled,  and  filtered,  and  the  filtrate  kept  for  at  least 
twenty-four  hours  in  a vajDOur-bath.  In  many  cases  a cold  extract 
of  dried  fruits,  such  as  raisins,  pears,  or  plums,  is  very  serviceable. 
Such  an  extract  is  filtered  till  clear,  and  then  evaporated  to  the 
thickness  of  syrup.  It  can  be  kept  for  years  unchanged,  and 
when  wanted  for  culture  purposes  can  be  mixed  in  suitable  pro- 
portions with  well-boiled  water.  If  the  fluid  has  an  acid  reaction 
it  must  under  some  circumstances  be  neutralised  with  amm-onia, 
us  many  fungi  cannot  endure  the  acids  obtained  from  fruits. 

The  cause  of  the  potato-disease  is  likewise  a Phycomycete,  the 
PhytoplitJiora  infestans,  de  Bary,^  germinating  hyphce  of  which 
penetrate  through  the  membranes  of  the  epidermal  cells  of  the 
leaf  into  its  intercellular  spaces,  and  spreading  about  in  these 
destroy  tlie  tissue  of  the  host,*  forming  brown  spots  of  constantly 
increasing  diameter.  In  order  to  obtain  the  fungus  fructifying 
in  large  quantity,  we  place  a piece  of  a diseased  potato-plant  in  an 
atmosphere  saturated  with  moisture  under  a bell-jar,  and  let  it  lie 
there  for  about  two  days.  The  diseased  leaves  are  now  covered 
over  on  both  sides,  but  especially  on  the  under,  with  white 
“mould,”  formed  by  the  filamentous  fruiting  branches  [goiiidio- 
phores]  of  the  Phytophthora.  Tliese  tufts  of  mould  are  especially 
developed  at  the  edges  of  the  broAvn  spots.  On  surface  sections 
of  the  parts  covered  Avith  mould  Ave  see  the  gouidiophores  f pro- 

* I have  thus  rendered  the  Author’s  term  “ Nahrpflanze,”  as  the  Avord  “ host  ” 
is  fully  incorporated  into  English  scientific  phraseology  as  signifying  the  living 
organism  upon  which  another  organism,  animal  or  vegetal,  lives,  and  more  or 
less  completely  preys.  [En.] 

f In  the  Author’s  corrections  for  the  English  edition,  he  has  throughout, 
following  the  terminology  of  de  Bary,  erased  the  term  “ conidia.”  and  inserted 
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jeoting  throiigli  the  widely  opened  stomata.  We  can  demonstrate 
this,  though  less  completely,  in  fragments  of  leaves,  which  we  place 
in  their  entire  thickness  under  the  microscope.  The  gonidiophores 
appear  as  delicate,  unseptate  threads,  branched  above,  and  filled 
with  finely  granular  protoplasm  (Fig.  88,  J.).  The  branching  is 
inonopodial  or  racemose  ; the  number  of  branches  usually  but 
two  or  three.  These  branches  are  irregularly  swollen  at  intervals. 
In  dry  air  the  gonidiophores,  collapsing,  are  twisted  upon  their 
axis.  Here  and  there  we  see  at  the  end  of  a branch  a gonidium  in 
course  of  development ; the  ripe  lemon-shaped  gonidia,  however, 
have  fallen  off  in  laying  the  preparation  in  water.  In  order  to 
find  the  gonidia  on  the  gonidiophore,  we  must  examine  the  pre- 
paration dry.  The  preparation  is,  however,  to  be  covered  with 
a cover-glass,  and  a trace  of  water  placed  under  it  from  the  edge, 
because  otherwise  the  gonidiophores,  as  already  indicated,  rapidly 
drying,  shrivel  up.  In  plants  collected  from  the  open  air  the 
gonidiophores  are  found  only  on  the  under  side  of  the  leaves,  and 
do  not  grow  so  tall  as  in  the  moist  chamber;  are  much  less  notice- 
able, therefore,  with  the  naked  eye.  Delicate  cross-sections  through 
diseased  leaves,  made  by  means  of  elder-pith,  and  always  at  the 
margins  of  the  spots,  permit  us  to  clearly  follow  the  exit  of  the 
gonidiophores  from  the  stomata.  Often  several  such  hyphae  come 
side  by  side  out  of  the  same  stoma ; or,  more  commonly,  the  hypha 
bi’anches  at  its  exit,  and  gives  correspondingly  more  gonidiophores. 
From  these  places  we  can,  though  with  great  difficulty,  follow  the 
hyphee  inwards,  into  the  tissue  of  the  leaf,  and  determine  that  they 
pass  into  the  intercellular  spaces.  As  a distinction  from  the  most 
nearly-allied  species  of  Peronospora,  Phytophthora  forms  but  spar- 
ingly, and  then  only  short,  suctorial  organs  (haustoria),  penetrating 
into  the  cells  of  the  host,  so  that  usually  they  may  be  looked  for 
in  vain.  The  delicate  mycelial  threads,  on  the  other  hand,  cling 
closely  to  the  cells  of  the  host.  Such  cells  show  first  a brown- 
ing of  their  chlorophyll-grains;  these  fuse  finally  together,  and  with 
the  other  constituents  of  the  cell,  into  a dark-brown,  coagulated 
mass ; at  the  same  time  the  whole  cell  collapses.  The  gonidia  are 
lemon-shaped  (Fig.  88,  P),  with  short  stalks,  somewhat  tapering- 
apex,  and  finely  granular  contents.  The  membrane  of  the  gonidium 
is  very  delicate,  a little  swollen  at  the  apex.  They  are,  as  we 

“gonidia.”  I have  retained  this  alteration.  In  most  works,  however,  the 
student  will  find  “ conidia,”  with  its  derivatives,  applied  to  Fungi,  “gonidia,” 
and  its  derivatives,  applied  to  At"'® — a separation  not  without  advantage.  [Ed.] 
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have  already  seen,  situated  at  the  ends  of  the  branches  of  the 
gonidioj^hore ; if  they  have  attained  their  full  dimensions,  the  apex 
of  the  branch  under  the  jDoint  of  origin  of  the  gonidium  further 
grows  unilaterally,  presses  the  gonidium  over  to  one  side,  so  that 
this  comes  to  lie  in  a position  at  right  angles  with  the  branch.  At 
the  apex  of  the  branch  soon  arises  the  rudiment  of  a new  gonidium 

(comjDare  Fig.  89,  A).  We 
BOW  the  gonidia  in  a drop 
of  water  upon  a cover- 
glass,  and  take  care  by 
stirring  the  drop  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  gonidia 
are  immersed.  The  cover- 
glass  is  laid  upon  a small 
moist-chamber,  and  the 
drop  susjDended  from  it. 
The  culture  must  not  be 
carried  on  in  too  intense 
light.  After  the  lapse  of 
about  an  hour,  perhaps 
later,  the  formation  of 
swarm-spores  from  the 
contents  of  the  gonidia 


begins. 


The  gonidia  are 


Fig.  89. — A,  surface-view  of  the  epidermis  of  the 
leaf  of  Solanum  tuhcrosum  [the  potato],  with  the 
gonidiophores  of  Pliy tophi liora  infcstans  projecting 
out  of  the  stomata  (x  90);  B,  a ripe  gonidium; 
C,  another,  with  divided  contents.  D,  a swarm- 
spore  (B-D  X 540). 


converted,  therefore,  into 
sporangia;  they  can,  how- 
ever, germinate  directly, 
when  we  see  some  of  those 
lying  at  the  surface  or  at 
the  edge  of  the  drop  put 
out  a hyphal  sac  from  the 
anterior  papilla.  In  those 
that  are  immersed  and 


form 


swarm-spores, 


the 


contents  divide  into  an 
indefinite  number  of  cells 
((7),  in  each  of  which  we 
can  see  a small  central  vacuole.  The  apex  of  the  gonidium  swells 
out  into  a papilla,  is  finally  dissolved,  and  the  separated  masses  of 
its  contents  are  successively  pressed  out  through  the  small  round 
aperture.  They  hasten  away  as  swarm-spores.  If  we  fix  these 
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swarm-spores  with  iodine  solution,  we  can  determine  the  ^^I’osence 
upon  them  of  two  cilia.  These  are  inserted  laterally  in  the 
proximity  of  the  now  peripheral  vacuole  (D).  The  movement  of 
the  swarm-spores  lasts  up  to  half  an  hour.  They  then  come  to 
rest,  surround  themselves  Avith  a cellulose  membrane,  and  ger- 
minate soon  into  a hyphal  sac.  It  is  this  sac,  developed  directly 
from  the  gonidium,  or  from  a swarm-spore,  which  penetrates 
through  the  ejDidermis  into  the  stem  and  leaves  of  the  potato-plant, 
and  can,  as  may  be  proA^ed,  in  this  Avay  infect  a completely  healthy 
plant.  The  rapid  multiplication  of  the  parasite  is  provided  for  by 
the  formation  of  gonidia. 

Sexual  organs  haA^e  not  yet  been  found  upon  PliytopTithora 
infestans,  although  known  for  the  nearly  allied  Peronosporeae.  In 
these,  mycelial  branches  in  the  interior  of  the  host  swell,  usually 
at  their  end,  globularly,  and  form  the  oogonia  by  catting  off  these 
swellings  by  partition  Avails.  By  each  oogonium  is  found  a 
mycelial  branch,  with  its  end  cut  off  as  an  antlieridium.  The 
greater  j>art  of  the  protoplasm  present  in  the  oogonium  forms 
a central  globular  egg-cell  or  oosphere.  The  antlieridium  puts 
out  a fertilizing  sac  to  the  egg-cell,  and  this  surrounds  itself 
afterwards  Avith  a firm  membrane.* 

Upon  the  most  variable  objects  in  damp  positions,  even  if  only 
traces  of  nourishment  can  be  obtained  from  them,  soon  is  wont 
to  be  found  the  blue-green  mould,  Penicillium  critstaceum,  Fries. 
It  is  the  most  Avidely  distributed  of  all  moulds ; we  meet  with  it 
everywhere.  We  shall  not,  therefore,  need  to  seek  long  for 
material  for  examination.  It  will  be,  however,  most  convenient 
to  moisten  a piece  of  bread,  and  place  it  under  a bell- jar.  I^’ot 
improbably  MucorineoB  will  first  show  themselves  on  the  bread  ; 
but  soon  the,  at  first,  more  sloAvly  developed  Penicillium  Avill  have 
supplanted  it,  and  after  about  eight  days  covers  the  substratum 
Avith  a dense,  blue-green  covering.  The  blue-green  coloration 
arises  from  the  spores  of  Pe?iicillium,  Avhich,  however,  only  show 
this  coloration  Avhen  in  great  quantity.  We  noAv  lift  a little  mate- 
rial from  the  substratum,  and  examine  it  in  Avater.  The  mycelium 
consists  of  branched  hyphas,  which  are  divided  by  partition 
Avails.  The  contents  directly  visible  are  finely  granular  proto- 
plasm and  small  vacuoles.  Individual  threads,  .not  distinguish- 
able from  other  mycelial  threads,  have  developed  into  fruiting 

* In  our  customary  terminology,  by  fertilizing,  the  egg-cell  (oosphere)  be 
comes  an  egg  (oospore).  [Ed.] 
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brandies  [gonidiophores].  At  tlieir  apex  they  bear  a whorl  of 
short  branches,  which  branches  (Fig.  90,  s')  on  their  part  either 
bear  directly  whorls  of  basidia,  or  previously  each  one  again  bears 

a whorl  of  shorter  lateral  branches, 
and  then  these  bear  the  whorls  of 
basidia.  This  branching  gives  to 
the  fruiting  branch  the  appear- 
ance of  a brnsh.  Commonly  other 
lateral  branches,  which  arise  just 
under  a partition  wall  of  the 
primary  fruiting  branch  (as  in  the 
right  hand  of  the  figure),  come  up 
laterally  to  this  terminal  brush-, 
and  form  secondary  fruiting 
branches.  The  basidia,  as  suffici- 
ently strong  magnification  shoAvs, 
are  cylindrical,  prolonged  at  their 
end  to  a finer  projection,  the 
sterigma  [pi.  sterigmata].  This 
sterigma  swells  to  a globular  point, 
and  forms  a quickly-growing  spore. 
Under  the  first  spore  soon  shows  a 
second  swelling,  Avhich  becomes  a 
spore,  and  so  on,  so  that  chains  of 
spores  arise,  the  terminal  spore 
being  the  oldest.  The  uppermost 
spores  of  the  chain  are  throAvn  off, 
wdiile  new  ones  press  outwards 
from  below.  Tufts  of  Penicillium., 
fixed  Avith  alcohol,  stain  A^ery  Avell 
Avith  A'ery  dilute  hosmatoxyliu,  by 
Avhich  it  can  be  determined  that 
in  the  cells  of  the  mycelium  and 
the  fruitinof  branch  numerous  nu- 
clei  are  present.^  The  nuclei  are 
very  small,  so  that  they  require 
strong  magnification.  They  are 
elongated  in  the  longitudinal  direc- 
tion of  the  cell,  and  joined  by  fine  plasma-strings.  In  long  cells 
A^ery  many  can  be  counted;  in  the  shorter  bi-anches  of  the  whorls 
on  the  fruiting  branches,  only  one  or  tAvo  ; in  the  basidia,  pro- 


FfG.  00. — FeincilUum  crustaceum,  fniit- 
ing  branches  with  verticils  of  branches 
(s' and  s"),  basidia  (b),  sterigmata  (st), 
and  spores;  nuclei  visible.  From  an 
alcohol-hsematox^lin  preparation  (x 
540). 
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babl}^  one  at  tlie  upper  end.  The  basidia,  however,  are  usually 
filled  so  thickly  with  contents  at  the  apex  that  the  identification 
of  the  nucleus  in  them  is  impossible.  In  the  spores  also,  with 
the  strono-est  masrnification,  a nucleus  can  be  distino-uished  with 
cer*;ainty  for  each.® 

To  complete  what  we  have  already  said,  it  may  be  added  that 
besides  the  above-described  fruiting  branches,  it  is  possible  to  rear 
upon  Penicillium  a second  kind  of  fruiting  body.^’  These  arise  in 
suitably  managed  culture  en  masse,  have  the  size  of  small  pin- 
heads, and  a yellowish  colour.  In  their  interior,  after  longer 
period  of  rest,  asci  are  formed,  each  of  which  produces  8 spores 
[ascospores].  Therefore  Fenicillium  must  be  set  down  as  an 
Ascomycete,  one  representing  the  section  of  cleistocarpous  Asco- 
mycetes,  with  closed  fruit-body.  Out  of  the  spores  developed  in 
the  asci  the  brush-like  gonidiophores  have  been  again  developed 
upon  the  object-slide. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTEK  XXIII. 

^ Brefeld,  ScliimmelpiJze,  Heft  I.,  p.  10  ; the  other  literature  is  given  here. 

" Brefeld,  l.c.,  p.  18.  ' 

2 Compare  de  Bary.,  Ann.  des  Sc.  nat.  Botaniqne,  IV.  Series,  tom.  XX.,  p. 
32,  and  Bcitrage  zvr  ]\lorph..  und  Phys.  der  Pilze,  Heft  II.,  p.  35. 

•»  Brefeld,  lx.,  Heft  II. 

® Strashurger,  Zellh.  u.  Zellth,  3rd  edit.,  p.  221. 

8 Brefeld,  l.c.,  p.  39. 

Compare  Bainier,  Annnlea  d‘’S  Sciences  naturellcs,  Botaniqne,  VI.  Series,  tom. 
XI.,  p.  315,  for  further  i>articulars  on  the  culture  of  the  Mucorinca3, 


® In  the  examination  of  fresh  objects  in  water,  it  often  happens  that  air  clings 
very  tightly  amongst  the  hyphte,  and  hinders  observation.  Attempts  to  remove 
the  air  have  usually  disadvantageous  effects  upon  the  preparation  itself.  In 
order  to  render  the  gonidiophores  of  these  and  other  moulds  free  of  air,  as  far  as 
they  will  admit  of  it,  and  yet  having  their  natural  distribution,  the  following 
method  may  be  used  : A scrap  of  the  material  is  laid  carefully  upon  the  surface 
of  a drop  of  glycerine,  a drop  of  alcohol  is  placed  upon  it,  and  the  cover-glass  is 
laid  on. 


2G2 


KEl^RODUCTlON  OF  FUNGI  AND  LlCnENS. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

THE  EEPEODUCTION  OF  THE  HIGHER  FUNGI  AND  LICHENS. 

Material  Wanted. 

Leaves  of  Barberry  with  cluster-cups.  Fresh  (gathered  in  May  or 
June),  dry,  or  in  alcohol. 

Plants  of  grass  (wheat  or  oat,  etc.)  affected  with  rust.  Fresh 
(gathered  mid- June  to  August),  dry,  or  in  alcohol. 

JRussula  sp.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  Failing  this,  the  common  Mush- 
I’oom  {Agaric'us  campesiris).  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

The  Morell  {Morchella  esculenta) . Fresh,  dry,  or  in  alcohol. 

AnaptycJda  ciliaris,  in  fructification.  Fresh,  dried,  or  in  alcohol. 

In  the  months  of  May  and  June  are  found  not  infrequently  upon 
the  under  side  of  the  leaves  of  the  Barberry  (^Berheris  vulgaris) 
orange-coloured  warts,  which,  to  the  naked  eye,  appear  finely 
pitted.  Examination  with  a lens  shows  them  as  cushion-like 
yellow  swellings,  upon  which  are  placed  small  orange-red  cuj)lets. 
The  corresjDonding  positions  on  the  upper  side  of  the  leaf  present 
themselves  as  reddish  spots  edged  with  yellow.  Examined  with  a 
lens,  usually  numerous  brown  points,  surrounded  with  orange-red, 
show  out  in  the  inner  parts  of  them.  Individual  similar  points 
are  often  to  be  found  on  the  edges  of  the  cushion  on  the  under  side 
of  the  leaf.  The  cuplets  on  the  cushion  of  the  under  side  of  the 
leaf  are  the  aBCidium-fruits  of  ^cidium  Berheridis,  the  “ cluster- 
cup  ” of  the  Barberry  ; the  corresponding  points  on  the  spots  on 
the  upper  side  of  the  leaf,  and  also  upon  the  edges  of  the  cushion 
on  the  under  side  of  the  leaf,  are  the  spermogones  appertaining  to 
them.  Together  they  form  the  first  generation  of  the  common 
fungus,  rust  of  wheat,  etc.  (^Puccinia  graminis),  belonging’  to  the 
.fficidiomycetes  or  Uredineae,  of  which  the  second  generation  is 
gone  through  upon  our  corn  and  other  grasses,  giving  rise  to  the 
appearance  of  the  disease  called  “rust.”^  By  means  of  elder-pith 
we  prepare  delicate  cross-sections  through  an  infected  leaf,  and 
examine  them  with  weak,  and  afterwards  with  strong,  magnifica- 
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tion.  We  assume  that  fresh  material  stands  at  our  disposal ; the 
investigation  can,  however,  be  carried  on  satisfactorily  upon  dried 
and  soaked,  and  well  upon  alcohol  material.  The  sections  pre- 
pared from  the  fresh  leaf  are  especially  clear  if  we  run  in  a little 
potash  solution.  In  the  uninfected  parts  the  barberry  leaf  shows, 
proccading  from  above  downwards : an  upper  epidermis ; a single 
layer  of  elongated  palissade-cells ; a loose  spongy  parenchyma, 
about  five  cells  deep  ; the  under  epidermis.  The  cushions  of  tissue 
of  the  infected  parts  have  attained  more  than  double  the  thick- 
ness of  the  leaf.  Upon  the  palissade  layer  of  the  upper  side, 
which  is  higher,  but  otherwise  appears  little  changed,  impinges  a 
closed  tissue,  which  also  shows  to  be  more  or  less  elongated  in  a 
direction  at  rio-ht-angfles  to  the  surface  of  the  leaf,  and  from 
the  small  development  of  its  intercellular  spaces  is  essentially 
distinguished  from  the  spongy  parenchyma  of  the  surrounding 
parts  of  the  leaf.  The  epidermis  of  both  surfaces  of  the  leaf  has 
not  been  affected  in  the  form  of  its  cells.  The  contents  of  all 
these  cells  are  disorganized,  and  consist  partly  of  colourless  oil- 
drops,  partly  of  greenish-yellow  and  reddish  drops  and  granular 
masses,  proceeding  from  the  chlorophyll-grains  and  the  cell  pro- 
toplasm. The  entire  tissue  of  the  cushion  shows  its  intercellular 
spaces  traversed  by  delicate,  partially-branched  fungal  hyphae, 
septate  by  cross-walls,  and  containing  oil-droj)s.  These  extend  on 
both  sides  to  the  epidermis.  With  chlorzinc  iodine,  as  also  with 
iodine  and  sulphuric  acid,  blue  coloration  is  not  induced,  since 
fimgal-cellulose  rarely  shows  this  reaction.  The  aecidium-cups,  as 
we  have  them  before  us  in  longitudinal  section,  are  sunk  above  the 
middle  in  the  tissue  of  the  cushion.  We  easily  determine  that  the 
mycelial  hyphse  under  the  cups  form  a dense,  almost  pseudo- 
parenchymatous,  layer,  from  which,  perpendicularly  outwards,  and 
jDarallel  to  one  another,  rise  numerous  thicker  club-shaped  hyphfe, 
in  gap-less  union,  forming  the  so-called  hymenium.  These  hyphse, 
the  basidia,  pass  over  at  their  ends  into  straight  rows  of  spores, 
which  at  the  basidia  are  colourless  and,  from  mutual  pressure, 
polygonal,  but  gradually  become  orange -red  and  rounded.  Higher 
up  the  spores  separate  from  one  another,  and  are  evacuated  from 
the  opened  fruit.  The  observation  of  die  youngest  spores  upon 
the  basidia  convinces  us,  however,  that  they  are  cut  off  one  after 
another  by  cross-walls,  from  the  apex  of  the  growing  basidia.  The 
unilamellar  wall  of  the  fruit  (the  peridium)  consists  of  cells  which 
look  very  like  the  spores,  but  remain  polygonal,  and  do  not  sepa- 
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rate  laterally  from  one  another.  Their  fine  delicately  porous  walls 
are  especially  strongly  thickened  on  the  outer  side.  The  develop- 
ing* peridium  pushes  back  and  destroys  the  surrounding  tissue 
of  the  cushion,  and  tears  open  the  epidermis  in  order  to  open  out 
to  the  exterior. — The  pear-shaped  spermogones,  especially  found 
upon  the  U23per  side  of  the  leaf,  are,  like  the  aecidium-fruits,  sur- 
rounded by  a weft  of  hyphoe,  though  less  strong,  from  which  arise 
densely-crowded,  parallel  threads,  running  towards  the  middle  line 
of  the  structure.  These  threads  are  very  delicate  ; those  found  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  organ  project  as  delicate  bundles  towards 
the  exterior  [compare  Fig.  90*  later].  These  delicate  threads, 
the  sterigmata,  abstrict  at  their  points  exceedingly  small,  globular 
cells,  the  spermatia,  which,  as  a slimy  mass,  are  evacuated  out- 
wards from  the  organ.  The  sterigmata  themselves  contain 
orange-red  oil-drops,  which  gives  to  the  entire  organ,  especially  in 
its  outer  parts,  its  special  coloration.  The  spermatia  do  not 
germinate  ; their  significance  is  still  unknown.  There  is  a dispo- 
sition to  take  them  for  male  sexual  products,  and  to  consider  that 
the  sexual  act  deads  to  the  formation  of  the  secidium  fruits. — As 
already  mentioned,  the  fungus  lives  as  a second  generation  upon 
Gramineae.  It  belongs  to  the  heteroecious  parasites,  which,  in 
contradistinction  to  the  autCBCious,  go  through  their  alternation 
of  generation  upon  different  hosts.  This  can  be  demonstrated  by 
direct  sowing  of  the  aecidium-sjiores  upon  seedlings  of" the  cereals.'^ 
The  uredo  patches  of  Puccinia  graminis  we  encounter  not  in- 
frequently in  the  open  field,  from  mid- June  to  autumn,  upon  rye, 
wheat,  barley,  oats,  and  especially  also  on  the  couch-grass  or 
twitch  {Triticum  repens).  They  especially  take  possession  of  the 
haulm  and  the  leaf-sheaths  of  the  infected  plants.  They  are  easily 
recognised  as  narrow,  rust-coloured  to  ?dark -brown  streaks,  run- 
ning parallel  with  the  veins.  Upon  the  leaf-sheaths  and  haulm 
(stem)  they  attain  to  even  two  or  more  inches  in  length.  The 
ejDidermis  of  the  host  is  torn  o^Den  and  raised  by  the  protruding 
spore-patches.  First  appear  the  rust-coloured  patches  of  uredo- 
sporeSjwith  which  gradually  are  associated  brown  teleutospores. 
They  take  possession  of  the  patches  of  uredospores,  and  at  length 
com2)letely  supplant  these  latter,  whereon  the  patch  becomes  dark- 
brown,  almost  black.  Towards  the  end  of  summer  only  teleuto- 
spores are  to  be  found. — If  fresh  material  is  not  obtainable,  those 
preserved  in  alcohol,  and  even  dry  plants,  will  answer  for  the 
investigation.  We  first  prepare  a cross-section  through  the  haulm 
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of  an  oat  wliicli  is  infected  with  rusty  nredo-patches.  We  can 
easily  demonstrate  upon  the  cross-section  that  the  fungal  hyphaa 
only  traverse  definite  tissues  of  the  host ; it  is  the  chlorophyll - 
containing,  looser  strips  of  tissue,  which  alternate  Avith  sclerenchy 
matously-thickened  strips,  in  the  periphery  of  the  stem,  and  are 
covered  Avith  an  epidermis  provided  Avith  stomata.  Here  the  cells 
are  densely  enveloped  in  segmented  hyphse,  and  their  contents 
disorganized.  In  the  places  Avhere  the  section  has  passed  through 
a patch,  Ave  can  see  numerous  short  and  delicate  tAvigs,  directed 
outwardly,  arise  from  the  mycelium,  which  at  their  swollen  ends 
abstrict  a unicellular  spore,  the  uredospore.  The  surface  is  rup- 
tured, its  edges  thrown  up  laterally.  The  spores  are  in  different 
stages  of  development.  Those  that  are  ripe  appear  an  elongated 
oval,  and  with  sufficiently  strong  magnification  permit  us  to  dis- 
tinguish tAvo  layers  in  their  wall.  The  outer,  dark-broAvn,  is 
coA'ered  with  numerous  small  warts  ; the  inner,  less  dark,  shows 
several,  usually  four,  regularly  distributed  pits  in  the  equator. 
The  contents  of  the  spore  are  granular,  in  the  interior  parts  a 
lively  orange-red. 

Cross-sections  through  the  haulm  of  oat,  bearing  the  dark- 
brown  patches  of  teleutospores,  show  the  same  structure,  as  far  as 
the  hyphsB  are  concerned,  as  Ave  have  already  seen.  The  teleuto- 
spores are  mounted  upon  just  the  same,  but  thicker- walled,  stalks 
as  the  uredospores.  The  teleutospores  are  tAvo-celled.  The  two 
cells  together  form  an  obovate  body,  somewhat  tapering  at  its  two 
ends.  The  spore-wall  is  dark-brown.  Plants  examined  in  the 
course  of  the  summer  may  have  at  the  same  time  uredo-  and 
teleutospores  in  the  patch. 

We  may  here  supplement  this  by  adding  that  these  teleuto- 
spores hibernate,  and  are  first  capable  of  further  development  in 
the  next  spring.  Each  of  the  two  cells  puts  out  a delicate  tube, 
the  so-called  promycelium,  which  is  segmented  into  several  cells, 
and  from  these  are  put  forth  short  awl-shaped  outgrowths,  which 
cut  off  at  their  apex  a kidney-shaped  sporidium.  These  sporidia 
can  only  infect  i.e.,  germinate  upon  the  Barberry  leaf ; if  they 
happen  upon  a sufficiently  young  leaf,  their  germinating  tube 
pierces  straight  through  the  outer  wall  of  the  epidermal  cell 
directly  into  the  interior  of  the  host.  As  we  therefore  see,  the 
way  through  the  stomata,  by  which  the  germinating  tubes  of  the 
aecidio-  and  uredospores  enter,  is  not  the  only  one  by  which  infec- 
tion is  possible. 
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[In  order  further  to  elucidate  the  various  structures  referred  to 
in  detailing  the  life-history  of  this  JEcidium-Fuccinia,  I introduce 
the  adjoining  Figure  90*.  The  descrijDtion  given  at  the  foot  of 
the  figure  should  be  compared  with  that  given  in  the  text.J 


[Fig.  90*. — Vucdnia  gvcminis  and  ^Ecidlum  Berheridis.  I.,  transverse  section  of  the 
leaf  of  Berheris,  with  tecidia  (a) ; p,  the  peridiiim,  or  wall  of  the  secidia;  n,  lower,  o,  upper 
epidermis  of  the  leaf ; from  u to  y"  the  leaf  has  become  thickened  by  the  action  of  the 
parasite,  thus  forming  the  cushion ; on  the  upper  surface  are  spermogonia  (sp).  A,  a young 
ajcidium  which  has  not  yet  burst.  II.,  layer  of  teleutospores  (t)  on  the  leaf  of  Triticum 
repetis;  e,  its  epidermis.  III.,  part  of  a layer  of  uredospores  on  the  same  plant;  ur,  the 
uredospores;  t,  a teleutospore.  (From  Prantl,  after  Sachs.)] 

In  order  to  make  ourselves  acquainted  with  the  structure  of  the 
hymenium  of  the  Hymenomycetes,^  we  select  as  best  one  of  the 
numerous  species  of  Toadstools  Mushrooms  (A(/a?-ic?ts- 

Psalliota),  or  Russula.  We  select  here  for  examination  a Russula, 
because  this  possesses,  moreover,  the  cystidia,  which  we  have  at 
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tlie  same  time  to  make  mention  of.  Tlie  cap  or  pileus  shows 
on  the  nnderside  radially-arranged  lamellee.  These  bear  the 
liymeniiim.  We  cut,  parallel  to  the  course  of  the  lamellae,  a small 
piece  out  of  the  cap  [pilens],  and  make  through  this  cross-sections 
perpeudicnlar  to  the  course  of  the  lamello3 ; these  must  be  as  thin 
as  it  is  possible  to  make  them.  The  entire  cross-section  appears 
like  a comb,  on  which  the  sections  through  the  lamellae  form  the 
teeth  [see  Fig.  91*,  A,  later  on].  With  a low  power  we  see  that 
the  hvphje  pass  out  of  the  cap  into  the  lamellae,  run  rectilineaily 
in  the  middle  of  these,  and  gradually  give  off  ramifying  branches, 
which  are  directed  obliquely  towards  the  flanks  of  the  lamellae,  and 
again  branch  [see  Fig.  91*,  B and  0].  Some  of  these  branches 
swell  into  club  form, 
and  end  blind.  A 
large  proportion  re- 
main slender,  and 
form,  outside  the 
club-shaped  swollen 
branches,  a dense 
layer  of  short, 
rounded  segments, 
which  we  will  dis- 
tinguish as  the  sub- 
hymenial  layer. 

This  is  limited  more 
or  less  sharply  to- 
wards the  inner 
tissue  of  the  lamella 
— the  trama.  The 
club-shaped  swollen 
branches  of  the  trama  serve  to  give  to  the  lamella  the  necessary 
stiffness.  From  the  sub-hymenial  tissue  spring  the  basidia,  and 
parapbyses  (Fig.  90).  These  have  an  approximately  parallel 
course,  stand  out  perpendicularly  from  the  flanks  of  the  lamelloB, 
and  form  the  bymenium.  The  basidia  (h)  are  club-shaped.  On 
their  flattened  ends  they  form  four,  symmetrically-placed,  thin 
branches,  the  sterigmata  (c).  These  swell  gradually  at  their 
apices,  each  into  an  ellipsoid  spore,  basidiospore.  The  basidio- 
spores,  when  they  have  attained  their  full  dimensions,  remain  in 
most  cases  smooth,  or,  in  many  species  oi’ Russula  (cf.  Fig.  90), 
they  form  short  spines  on  their  surface.  They  are  cut  off  from 


sub-li 3' menial  layer;  b,  basidia;  s,  sterigmata;  sj),  spores; 
p,  parapbyses ; c,  a cystidium  ( x 540). 
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the  sterigniata  by  a partition  wall,  and  ultimately  fall  olf.  The 
septation  and  sejDaration  takes  place  a little  below  the  spore- 
swelling, in  the  position  where,  the  sterigma  shows  a slight  nick. 
The  fallen  spore  has  therefore  a short  stalk.  Smaller  basidia, 


which  remain  sterile,  form  the  paraphyses  (u). — So  far  the  Toad- 
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[Fig.  91*. — Agaricus  camiiestris.  A,  tangential  section 
of  the  pileus  (h),  showing  the  lamellsp,  1.  B,  a similar 
section  of  a lamella  more  highly  magnified;  hy,  the 
hymenium ; t,  the  central  tissue,  or  trama  ; sli,  the  suh- 
hymenial  layer.  C,  a portion  of  the  same  section  still 
more  highly  magnified  (x  560);  q,  young  basidia  and 
paraphyses.  At  this  stage  these  are  practically  alike ; 
s',  fii’st  formation  of  conidia  on  a hasidiuni;  s",  s'",  more 
advanced  stages;  at  s"",  the  conidia  have  fallen  otf. 
(From  Prantl,  after  Sachs.)] 


stools  and  Mushrooms 
agree  with  the  above- 
described  Russula.  In 
Russula,  however,  be- 
tween basidia  and 
paraphyses  occur  also 
individual  cystidia(c), 
structures  of  the  size 
of  the  basidia,  which 
project  a little  with 
their  pointed  ends 
above  the  hymenial 
surface,  with  their 
narrowing  base  pene- 
trate to  the  sub-hy- 
menial  tissue,  and 
show  themselves  to 
be  direct  branches  of 
the  median  elements 
of  the  trama.  All 
the  elements  in  ques- 
tion are  bounded  at 
their  base  by  parti- 
tion-walls ; they  con- 
tain finely  granular 
protoplasm,  and  not 
infrequently  individ- 
ual oil-drops. 

The  accompanying 
Fig.  91*  will  further 
elucidate  the  struc- 
ture of  the  Basidio- 
mycetes.  It  is  taken 
from  the  common 


Mushroom,  Agaricus  campestris.  There  are  no  cystids,  and  each 
basidium  produces  only  two,  instead  of  four,  basidiospores.  The 
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!Miisliroom  offers,  moreover,  the  advantage  of  being  obtainable 
fresh  all  the  year  round. 

In  order  to  investigate  the  structure  of  the  hymeniura  of 
a highl}"- developed  form  of  the  Ascomycetes,  we  will  take  the 
Morell,  Morchella  escidenta.  Even  dried  specimens  can  here,  after 
softening,  be  employed  for  the  investigation.  Fresh  are  naturally 
to  be  preferred.  The  well-known  edible  Morell  has  an  irregularly 
ovate,  stalked  fructification,  which  in  its  interior  conceals  a simple 
hollow,  and  whose  upper  swollen  part  has  deep  folds.  The  areas 
or  chambers  between  the  rido:es  or  folds  are  clothed  with 
hymenial  tissue,  while  these  are  not  developed  upon  the  projecting 
exposed  ribs  or  folds.  Suitable  sec- 
tions are  very  easy  to  obtain,  and 
they  must  be  taken  perpendicularly 
to  the  surface  of  a chamber.  The 
hymenium  consists  of  ajDproximately 
parallel  spore-sacs  (asci)  and  para- 
physes  (Fig\  92).  The  sacs,  or  asci 
(a)  are  almost  cylindrical,  and  con- 
tain in  their  upper  part  eight 
ellipsoid,  unicellular  spores,  asco- 
spores,  crowded  together.  Besides 
the  spores,  there  is  also  present  in 
the  asci  the,  in  part,  strongly  refrac- 
tive epiplasm.  The  paraphyses  (p) 
are  brownish,  septate  threads,  some- 
what swollen  above.  The  upper- 
most cell  is  especially  long.  They 
do  not  attain  the  length  of  the  asci. 

, . of  Morchella  esculenta.  a,  asci ; p, 

Asci  and  parajDhyseS  arise  as  ends  paraphyses;  sh,  sub-bymenial  tissue 

of  hyphee  of  the  densely- inter  woven, 

flatly-extended,  sub-hymenial  tissue.  This  arises  from  the  more 
loosely-constructed  inner  hyphal  texture  of  the  fructification. 
Addition  of  potassium-iodide-iodine  colours  the  masses  of  epi- 
plasma  in  the  asci  reddish-brown.  This  reaction  is  characteristic 
of  epiplasma,  and  has  been  recently  pointed  out  as  a reaction  for 
glycogen.^  The  characteristic  peculiarity  of  this  reaction  is  shown 
upon  warming.  To  the  preparation  lying  in  water,  and  stained  by 
the  addition  of  potassium-iodide-iodine,  some  water  is  added,  yet 
not  so  much  as  to  decolorize  it ; then  it  is  carefully  warmed,  with- 
out attaining  the  boiling  point,  and  held  over  white  paper,  in 


270 


REPRODUCTION  OF  LICHENS. 


order  to  see  if  the  eoloiir  has  become  23aler.  If  this  haiDi^ens,  the 
prej)aration  is  then  raj^idly  cooled,  and  the  darker  coloration,  in 
large  jDreparations  even  visible  with  the  naked  eye,  again  appears.^ 
With  the  aid  of  potassimn-iodide-iodine,  the  base  of  many  asci 
can  be  traced  pretty  deej^ly  into  the  sub-hymenial  tissue.  The 
contents  of  the  spores,  |3araphyses,  sub-hymenial  tissue,  and  of  the 
tissue  in  the  interior  of  the  fructification  colours  simultaneously 
yellow  or  yellowish-brown. 

The  fungus  appertaining  to  the  thallus  of  Lichens  belongs,  with 
few  exceptions,  to  the  Ascomycetes.  The  Anaptychia  ciliaris, 
already  known  to  us,  fructifies  very  freely.  The  apofchecia  are 
bowl-sha^oed,  with  a frame  developed  from  the  thallus.  This  con- 
tracts under  the  ajiothecium  like  a stalk.  A cross-section  through 
this  stalk  shows  radial  structure,  with  a uniformly  thick  cortical 
layer,  and  following  this  a homogeneous  gonidial  layer  in  its  entire 
circuit.  The  interior  of  the  stalk  is  occupied  by  a medulla,  or 
“ pith,”  formed  of  a looser  hyphal  texture.  We  further  prepare 
median  longitudinal  sections  through  the  aiDothecium.  This  shows 
us  the  frame  formed  of  the  tissue  of  the  thallus.  The  gonidial 
layer  extends  to  its  rim,  which  grows  out  in  places  into  ciliary 
outgrowths.  The  ajDothecial  stalk  has  expanded  into  a bowl-like 
form,  in  order  to  admit  the  hymenium,  which  arises  from  the 
medullary  tissue.  The  hymenium  is  recognisable  by  its  somewhat 
brownish  colour.  It  consists  of  very  numerous,  long,  exceedingly 
narrow,  se]Dtate  threads,  the  paraphyses ; between  these,  far  less 
numerous,  stand  the  club-shaped  sacs,  the  asci.  These  latter  are 
always  of  different  ages  ; the  ripe  ones  contain  eight  brown- walled 
s]3ores,  ascospores.  These  spores  are  ellijisoid,  two-celled,  a little 
constricted  at  the  boundary  of  the  two  cells.  Paraphyses  and 
asci  arise  from  a like-coloured,  felted,  horizontally  expanded  layer 
of  little  thickness,  which  is  distinguished  as  the  sub-hymenial 
layer.  This  originates  from  the  medullary  tissue  of  the  stalk, 
from  which  it  is  cut  off  by  its  brown  colour  and  the  Avant  of  air- 
containing  spaces.  While,  as  Ave  ha\’e  seen,  the  hyphae  of  the 
thallus  itself  are  not  coloured  blue  even  by  chlorzinc  iodine,  those 
of  the  hymenial  tissue  take  a dark-blue  coloration,  even  Avith  the 
addition  of  a little  iDotassium-iodide-iodine.  The  walls  of  the 
hymenial  elements  are  formed  of  a special  modification  of  cellulose, 
Avhich  has  been  distinguished  as  starch-cellulose. — If  Ave  examine 
the  thallus  of  Anaptychia  ciliaris  with  the  lens,  AA'e  shall  notiee  in 
individual  spots  ujion  it  Avart-shaped  prominences,  standing  singly 


REPRODUCTION  OF  LICHENS. 


271 


or  in  groups.  If  in  such  places  delicate  cross-sections  are  taken 
in  considerable  numbers,  we  shall  probably  cut  through  such  a 
swelling  (Fig.  93).  It  appears  then  as  an  ovate  structure,  sunk 
in  the  thallus,  and  opening  outwardly  with  a pore,  and  is  now 
known  as  a sperm ogonium.*  It  occupies  almost  the  entire  depth 
of  the  thallus,  is  laterally  surrounded  by  the  gonidial  layer,  and 
in  the  interior  shows  itself  to  be  constructed  of  delicate,  shortly 
segmented,  approximately  radially- arranged  threads,  singly  or  in 
bundles, — the  sterigmata 
(compare  the  Figure). 

The  long  axis  of  the 
organ  is  traversed  by  a 
cylindrical  cavity,  which 
receives  the  rod -like 
spermatia,  which  are 


SJ, 

L.  •.vbV-4(.. 
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segmented  off  from  the 
ends  of  the  sterigmata. 

Through  the  upper  open- 
ing of  the  sjDermogone, 
the  spermatia  can  pass 
into  the  exterior.  In  the 
Collemaceae  [gelatinous 
lichens]  the  function  of  the  spermatia  as  male  sexual  organs  has 
been  determined® ; in  other  lichens  their  significance  is  as  yet 
unknown. 


i.'  'dA- 

Fig.  93. — Cross-section  through  the  thallus  of  Anap- 
tycliia  cilims. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTEE  XXIV. 

^ Compare  de  Bary,  Monatsher.  d.  k.  Akad.  d.  JFiss.  in  Berlin,  for  the  year 
1865,  p.  15.  Kny,  Bot.  Wandtafeln,  text  p.  68.  Frank,  Die  Krankheiten  der 
Pjiavzen,  p.  454. 

“ De  Bary,  as  above,  for  the  year  1866,  p.  206. 

3 Compare  de  Bary,  Morj)h.  und  Phys.  der  Pilze,  p.  112 ; Goebel,  Grundziiye 
der  Pjianzen-morpholog ie,  p.  143.  In  both  the  other  literature  is  quoted. 

•*  Leo  Errera,  L' epiplasme  des  Ascomycetes,  1882.  The  literature  of  epiplasm 
is  here  given. 

5 Leo  Errera,  lx.,  p,  45. 

6 E.  Stahl,  Bcitrdge  zur  Entivicklungsgeschichte  der  Flechten,  Heft.  I.,  1877. 


* As  Anaptycliia  ciliaris  may  not  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  student,  any  one 
of  the  following  lichens  will  serve  to  show  spermogones  : Parmelia  {Physcia) 
yarietina,  Verrucaria  nitida,  Collema  mclcenxim,  or  Cladonia  rangiferina.  [Ed.] 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

THE  KEPEODUCTION  OF  MOSSES  AND  LIVERWOETS. 

Material  Wanted. 

Marchantia  polymorplia  (Liverwort),  with  male  and  female  receptacles. 
Preferably  fresh.  May  be  kept  in  alcohol. 

Male  “flowers”  of  a Moss,  e.g.,  Mnium  liornmn,  or  Polytriclium.  Fresh, 
or  in  alcohol.  {Mnium  liornum  is  very  common  in  woods  and  on 
shady  banks.) 

Female  “flowers”  of  the  same.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

(Both  of  these  gathered  in  April,  May,  or  June 

rSpore-capsules  of  the  same.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

AirONGST  Liverworts,  Marcliantia  polymorpTia,  already  known  to 
ns,  rapidly  multiplies  vegetatively  by  its  geinnice.  These  are 
common  amongst  liverworts  in  general,  and  are  here  met  with 
in  especially  beautiful  form.  The  gemmce  of  Marcliantia  arise 
upon  the  dorsal  [upper]  surface  of  the  thallus  in  cup-shaped 
recejDtacles  cr  cupules.  [See  Fig.  93*,  R.]  The  cups  have  a 
beautifully  toothed  rim,  and  at  their  bottom  the  bright  g'reen 
gemmse  are  visible.  A median  longitudinal  section  through  the 
'uipule,  parallel  to  the  long  axis  of  the  shoot  which  bears  it,  shows 
that  the  cup  is  at  first  slightly  narrowed  upwards,  and  then  some- 
what suddenly  expands  into  the  broad  rim.  The  tissue  which 
forms  the  air-chambers  passes  into  the  exterior  of  the  cup,  to 
above  the  point  where  its  outward  broadening  begins.  The 
bottom  of  the  cup  is  occupied  by  unicellular  club-shajied  papillae, 
the  membrane  of  Avhich  swells  into  mucus.  Between  these  papillie 
are  also  found  individuals  which  are  two-celled^;  and  some  also, 
the  upper  cell  of  which  has  been  further  cross-septate.  The  lower 
cell  remains  simple,  and  forms  the  pedicel  (or  stalk)  ; the  off- 
spring of  the  upper  cell  soon  divide  longitudinally,  and  the  struc- 
ture becomes  constantly  more  multicellular,  enlarges  considerably 
by  surface  expansion,  and  becomes  several  cells  thick  in  the  middle. 
Others  will  be  found  which  have  attained  their  ultimate  biscuit- 
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like  [bi-convex]  condition  as  fnllj  developed  gemmsB.  The  uni- 
cellular pedicel  can  easily  be  broken  through.  T.he  separation  of 
the  sfeinnue,  and  their  ejection  from  the  cups,  results  from  the 
strong’ly-swelling’  mucus,  which  is  developed  from  the  unicellulai 
club-like  papillfe  at  the  bottom  of  the  cup.  Each  of  the  two 
lateral  indentations  of  the  gemma  conceals  a growing  point,  pro- 
tected by  short  papillce.  The  cells  of  the  gemma  are  rich  in 
chlorophyll,  but  on  both  sides  large  cells,  devoid  of  chlorophyll, 
occur,  which  keep  near  the  middle,  but  otherwise  are  irregularly 
scattered.  At  the  edge,  individual  cells  contain  oil-bodies.  After 
the  dissemination  of  the  gemmoe,  the  large  cells,  devoid  of  chloro- 
phyll, develop  in  one  or  two  days  into  hair-roots  [rhizoids],  in  all 
cases  on  the  shaded  side  of  the  gemma  only,  hence  becoming  the 
ventral  side,  while  the  side  exposed  to  the  light  forms  morpho- 
logically the  upper  or  dorsal  side." 


A 


[Fig.  93*. — A,  portion  of  a thallus  of  Marchantia  ijolymorpha  (t),  with  the  upright  male 
receptacle  (hu),  bearing  antheridia.  B,  portion  of  a thallus  vrith  a receptacle  containing 
gemmEe ; v v,  growing  points  of  the  two  branches  of  the  thallus.  (From  Prantl,  after  Sachs.)] 

The  sexual  organs  of  the  Marchantiaceie  are  situated  upon 
special  receptacles,  which  we  will  examine  in  Marchantia  poly- 
moiyha?  Male  and  female  receptacles  are  readily  distinguishable; 
the  former  shield-shaped,  with  scollojDed  outline  (Fig.  93*,  A),  the 
latter  radiating  like  bare  umbrella  ribs.  The  two  sexes  are  situated 
upon  different  plants  [the  plants  are  dioecious]  ; the  recejotacles 
and  their  stalks  are  metamorphosed  branches  of  the  thallus.  We 
prepare  between  elder-pith  delicate  longitudinal  sections  through 
the  male  receptacle,  and  can  demonstrate  that  its  upper  side  has 
exactly  the  same  structure  as  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  thallus, 
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and  that  in  the  same  way  the  under  side  resembles  the  ventral 
surface  of  the  thallus,  and  bears  rliizoids  and  scales.  On  the 
upper  side,  however,  sunk  in  special  cavities,  are  the  antheridia 
(Fig.  94,  A).  On  satisfactory  sections  we  can  determine  that  in 
each  cavity  is  found  only  one  antheridium,  besides  some  short, 
unicellular  paraphyses  (p)  ; the  cavity  closes  together  above  the 
antheridium  into  a narrow  canal.  The  antheridium  is  a shortly 
stalked,  oval  body,  with  a unilamellar  chlorophyll-containing  wall. 
The  special  mother-cells  of  the  spermatozoids  [antherozoids]  have 
been  produced  by  successive  divisions  at  right  angles,  and  even 
in  the  almost  ripe  antheridium  still  form  rectilineally-arranged 
cross  and  longitudinal  rows  (compare  the  Figure).  Shortly  before 
the  ripening  of  the  antheridium,  the  special  mother-cells,  rounding 

off,  pass  out  of 
union,  the  wall  of 
the  antheridium 
tears  at  its  apex, 
and  the  small, 
round  cells  are 
evacuated.  If  a 
drop  of  water  is 
placed  upon  a 
fully-developed  re- 
ceptacle, the  water 
is  seen  rapidly  to 
spread  over  its 
whole  surface,  and 
soonbecomes  milky. 
If  this  water  is 
now  examined  with 
a high  power,  we  can  see  in  it  innumerable  evacuated  spermato- 
zoidal  cells.  They  remain  at  rest  only  a short  time,  when  the 
cell-membrane  swells.  Finally  it  is  torn  through,  and  the  sper- 
matozoid  escapes  into  the  surrounding  water.  The  spermatozoids 
are  comparatively  very  small,  have  a thread-like  body  and  tAvo 
long  cilia;  to  the  posterior  end  clings  a bladder,  which  is  lost 
during  the  swarming.  In  order  to  see  them  clearly,  Ave  run  into 
the  preparation  a drop  of  1 per  cent,  osmic  acid,  and  as  they  are 
fixed  beautifully  by  the  reagent,  we  can  noAv  study  them  con- 
veniently. (Fig.  94,  B.)  We  can  effect  the  same  purpose  by  the 

addition  of  a trace  of  potassium-iodide-iodine  solution.® 

® See  note  on  page  280. 


Fig.  91. — Marcliantia  'polymorplm.  A,  an  almost  ripe  anther- 
idinm  in  optical  cross-section ; p,  paraphyses.  B,  spermato- 
zoids [antherozoids],  fixed  with  1 per  cent,  superosmic  acid 
(4x90,  Bx600). 
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The  female  receptacle  forms,  like  the  male,  a radially-spreading 
inflorescence,  and  in  general  there  are  nine  rays,  and  between  these 
are  eight  rows  of  archegonia  on  the  under  side  of  the  receptacle. 
The  distinction  from  the  male  receptacles  is  striking,  in  that  hei'C 
the  sexual  organs  stand  upon  the  under  side  ; lout  this  phenomenon 
is  connected  with  an  early  displacement  of  the  growing  point  to- 
wards the  under  side  of  the  receptacle.  Under  the  simple  micro- 
scope we  can  demonstrate  that  each  row  of  archegonia,  lying 
between  two  rays,  is  enclosed  in  a common,  veil-like  covering, 
fringed  at  its  edges.  We  prepare,  between  thumb  and  forefinger, 
delicate  longitudinal  sections  through  a comparatively  young 
receptacle,  and  upon  some  of  these  sections  find,  without  difficulty, 
the  female  sexual  organs,  the  archegonia.  The  oldest  lie  nearest 
the  edge,  the  younger  progressively  nearer  the  stalk.  The  first 
ripening  archegonia  show  alongside  the  edge  of  the  disk  with  their 
neck  curved  outwards,  the  succeeding  ones  hang  straight  down- 
wards. In  an  approximately  ripe  archegonium  (Fig.  95,  A)  we 
can  distinguish  a short  stalk,  a ventral  portion,  the  body,  and  a 
neck.  The  w^all  of  the  body,  as  of  the  stalk,  is  unilamellar.  The 
central-cell  of  the  body  is  filled  by  the  egg-cell,  or  oosphere, 
and  the  ventral  canal-cell  (Ji')  cut  off  from  it  shortly  before 
ripening.  In  the  egg-cell,  the  nucleus  is  readily  visible.  The 
neck  is  traversed  by  the  neck-canal,  which  is  composed  of  a series 
of  neck  canal- cells,  the  walls  between  which  are  dissolved,  and  the 
disorganized  contents  of  the  four  neck  canal-cells  are  thus  fused 
into  a connected  string.  Between  the  archegonia,  numerous  small, 
leaf-like  scales  of  the  receptacle  can  be  seen  to  arise.  In  many 
preparations  we  have  in  view  the  unilamellar  veil-like  covering, 
fringed  at  its  edges,  which  protects  the  entire  row  of  archegonia. 
Numerous  cells  of  this  contain  oil-bodies. 

It  is  comparatively  easy  to  see  the  opening  of  the  archegonium 
directly  under  the  microscope.  We  take  quickly  longitudinal 
sections  through  a female  inflorescence,  which  has  not  yet  raised 
itself,  or  only  a little,  upon  its  stalk,  lay  it  dry  under  a cover- 
glass,  and  examine  it  under  the  microscope.  When  we  appear  to 
have  found  a ripe  archegonium,  and  while  still  observing,  we  place 
a drop  of  water  at  the  edge  of  the  cover-glass.  After  the  entrance 
of  this,  the  archegonium  opens  almost  immediately.  The  cause  of 
the  opening  lies  in  the  strong  swelling  of  the  contents  of  the  neck- 
canal.  The  neck-cells  separate  from  one  another  at  the  apex  of 
the  neck.  The  contents  of  the  neck  canal-cells  pass  out,  then 
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the  contents  o£  the  ventral  canal-cel]  follow.  The  homogeneous 
portion  of  these  contents  is  formed  of  a strongly-swelling  slime, 
which  diffuses  in  the  surrounding  water;  the  granular  contents 
remain  in  the  surrounding  water,  where  they  are  slowly  disorgan- 
ized. Immediately  after  the  ejection  of  the  ventral  canal-cell,  the 
egg-cell  in  the  central  part  of  the  body  rounds  off  (Fig.  95,  B). 
At  its  anterior  margin,  ^^e.,  that  in  apposition  to  the  canal,  a 
clearer  s]Dot,  the  receptive-spot,  is  often,  though  not  always,  to 

be  distino-uished. 

o 

Moreover,  the 
penetration  of  the 
spermatozoids  in- 
to the  neck-canal 
can  in  this  plant 
be  easily  ob- 
served. For  this 
purpose,  instead 
of  pure  water,  we 
add  to  the  pre- 
paration a drop 
which  has  jDre- 
viously  lain  on  a 
male  receptacle. 
The  spermato- 
zoids quickly  col- 
lect in  the  slime 
exj^elled  from  an 
archegonium ; we 
see  them  enter  the 

A substance  is 
given  off  from 
the  archegonium, 
which  acts  as  a chemical  stimulus,  and  determines  their  direction  of 
movement.  Thus  they  get  into  the  slime  given  off  from  the  arche- 
gonium, in  which  they  slowly  move  in  the  direction  of  the  opening 
of  the  neck.  It  is  interesting  to  prove  that  in  an  unfertilized  arche- 
gonium the  neck  does  not  close,  and  under  such  conditions  the 
archegonium  slowly  decomposes.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  water, 
containing  spermatozoids  is  added  to  the  preparation,  and  the 


neck,  where  they 
become  invisible. 


archegonium  ; C,  fertilized  archegonium  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  formation  of  the  embryo.  ¥,  neck  canal-cells; 
W,  ventral  canal-cell ; o,  egg  [-cell] ; pr,  perianthium  ( x 540). 
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egg-ccll  becomes  fertilized,  tlie  neck  closes,  even  after  a few 
hours,  by  means  of  a contraction  proceeding  from  above  down- 
wards. Keep  the  preparation,  and  after  twenty-four  hours  the 
presence  of  a cellulose  membrane  around  the  fertilized  egg 
[oospore]  is  easy  to  recognise.  In  the  course  of  the  next  few 
days  the  thickness  of  this  cellulose  wall  still  increases. 

The  fertilized  arcliegonia,  Avhich  we  may  meet  wn’th  upon  the 
longitudinal  section,  show  a shrivelled  and  brown  neck,  while  the 
egg  [oospore]  has  divided  (Fig.  95,  C).  Around  the  base  of  the 
archegonium,  from  its  foot,  a cup-shaped  sheath,  the  so-called 
perianthium  (pr)  begins  to  develop.  This  soon  encloses  the  entire 
swollen  archegonium.  Upon  longitudinal  sections  of  receptacles, 
which  have  already  spread  out  their  radiating  ribs,  we  see  the 
bright  green,  swollen  arcliegonia,  with  base  broadened  to  corre- 
spond, situated  upon  the  surface  of  the  receptacle,  and  decorated 
at  the  apex  by  the  remnant  of  the  neck. — From  the  fertilized  egg 
gradually  proceeds  the  sporogonium,  which  we  ultimately  see  in 
longitudinal  sections,  prepared  from  still  older  receptacles.  The 
sporogone  consists  in  a shortly-stalked,  oval,  yellowish-green 
capsule.  The  wall  of  this  capsule  is  unilamellar  ; if  we  spread 
it  out  with  needles,  and  examine  it  with  stronger  magnification, 
the  characteristic  thickening  rings  in  the  otherwise  thin-walled 
cells  will  appear.  The  yellow-walled  spores  are  finely  pitted. 
Between  them  lie  narrow,  long  cells,  tapering  at  both  ends,  and 
distinguished  each  by  two  brown  spiral  bands  on  its  wall ; these  are 
the  elaters.  The  interior  of  the  capsule  is  filled  exclusively  with 
spores  and  elaters.  In  capsules  already  opened  (dehisced),  we 
can  see  that  this  opening  takes  place  by  means  of  a number  of 
recurved  teeth.  The  elaters  are  strongly  hygroscojoic,  bend  to 
and  fro  with  changes  in  moisture  of  the  atmosphere,  and  so  assist 
the  dissemination  of  the  spores. — The  sexual  organs  are  not  raised 
upon  special  receptacles  in  all  the  Marchantiacese,  and  in  other 
Liverworts  this  appearance  is  altogether  Avanting.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  stalk  of  the  sporogonium  in  many  cases  elongates  con- 
siderably, and  carries  up  the  capsule  with  the  spores,  Avhich 
assists  the  dissemination  of  the  spores. 

The  antheridia  of  the  leaf-bearing  Mosses  are  best  examined  in 
a genus  which  has  striking  male  “ flowers.”  We  choose  a repre- 
sentative of  the  genus  Mnium,  to  wit  the  Avidely- distributed  ilfmAm 
hoTiium,  which  in  May  and  June  “flowers”  very  freely,  and 
bears  female  “ floAvers  ” and  sporogonia  at  the  same  time.  The 
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male  flowers  arc,  it  is  true,  much  more  striking  than  the  female, 
and  it  is  often  necessary  to  search  longer  for  these  latter.  The 
male  Howers  are  dark-green,  disk-shaped,  surrounded  by  a rosette 
of  leaves,  the  so-called  pericbaBtium  or  perigonium.  Towards  the 
interior  of  the  flower  these  leaves  decrease  rapidly  in  size.  In 
the  axils  of  the  outer,  but  chiefly,  however,  of  the  inner,  perichaetial 
leaves,  stand  numerous  antheridia,  and  paraphyses,  which,  more- 
over, spread  over  the  entire  apex  of  the  axis.  This  is  easily  shown 
by  median  longitudinal  sections  of  the  flower,  which  are  best  pre- 
pared between  the  fingers,  turning  the  apex  downwards  in  cutting. 
On  these  longitudinal  sections  we  see  that  the  flower- axis  broadens, 
after  the  fashion  of  a floral  receptacle,  at  the  place  of  insertion 
of  the  sexual  organs,  and  in  the  middle  is  even  a little  hollowed. 
The  central  conducting  bundle,  peculiar  to  species  of  Mnium,  has 
undergone  a corresponding  broadening,  and  ends  in  a chlorophyll- 
containing  tissue,  which  spreads  out  under  the  receptacle.  The 
antheridia  and  the  paraphyses  are  at  once  recognised  as  such, 
and  their  structure  easy  to  understand  [see  Fig.  95a].  The 
antheridia  are  club-shaped,  shortly  stalked  bodies,  somewhat 
tapering  at  both  ends.  The  cells  of  their  wall  contain  numerous 
chlorophyll-grains.  Where  the  longitudinal  section  has  opened 
an  antheridium,  we  see  that  its  wall  is  composed- of  a single  layer 
of  cells.  The  contents  of  the  antheridium  consist  of  small, 
colourless  cells,  the  partition  walls  of  which  in  young  stages  of 
development  clearly  show  rectangular  arrangement.  The  ex- 
truded contents  of  older  antheridia  opened  by  the  section  prove 
to  be  composed  of  rounded  cells,  still  “ glued  ” together,  the 
mother-cells  of  the  spermatozoids,  in  which  the  thread-like  body 
of  the  spermatozoid  is  already  often  recognisable.  The  chlorophyll- 
grains  at  the  apex  of  ripening  antheridia  assume  a somewhat 
brownish  tone.  Emptied  antheridia  are  open  at  their  apex.  The 
paraphyses  are  simple  cell-rows,  the  cells  of  which  gradually 
enlarge  upwards,  when  they  are,  however,  at  least  the  uppermost, 
again  tapering  ; hence  the  uppermost  cell  is  always  pointed.  The 
walls  of  the  cells  are  often  browned  in  the  lower  part  of,  and  not 
infrequently  even  higher  up  upon,  the  paraphyses  ; they  contain 
chlorophyll.  Cross-sections  through  the  lower  part  of  the  flower 
show  in  an  instructive  manner  the  distribution  of  the  antheridia, 
their  relations  with  the  perichietial  leaves  and  the  paraphyses, 
and  also  provide  us  with  numerous  cross-sections  through  the 
antheridia. 
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Still  more  striking  than  the  male  flowers  of  Mniuni  are  the 
red-coloured  ones  of  species  of  Polytrichuin,  likewise  found  in  May 
and  June.  For  examination  we  choose  PolytricJmm  jiiniperinnm. 
The  outer  leaves  forming  the  pericha3tium,  beyond  their  colour, 
differ  from  the  ordinary  leaves  also,  in  that  their  unilamellar 
sheathing  portion  is  continued  up  to  the  apex  of  the  leaf.  The 
green  lamellcE,*  characteristic  of  the  genus  Poly  trichum,  are  foinid 
only  towards  the  end  or  apical  portion  of  the  leaf,  and  almost  alwaj^s 
confined  only  to  the  midrib.  On  the  rapidly-decreasing  reddish- 
brown  pericha?tial  leaves,  near  the  interior 
of  the  flower,  the  green  lamelloB  are  de- 
veloped only  on  the  outermost,  sharply  out- 
ward-bent points.  The  leaf  thus  appears 
ultimately  reduced  almost  to  its  sheath- 
portion  alone.  The  antheridia  and  para- 
physes  stand  in  the  axils  of  the  perichaetial 
leaves.  The  middle  of  the  flower  is,  how- 
ever, occupied  by  a vegetative  bud,  into 
which  the  central  string  of  the  stem  is 
continued.  Thence  comes  the  later  growth 
through  the  male  flowers  [proliferation], 
which  is  normal  for  Polytrichum.  The 
antheridia  have  the  same  structure  as  in 
Mnium.  The  paraphyses,  forming  in  their 
lower  part  a long  cell-row,  usually  broaden 
at  their  tip  into  a spathulate  unilamellar 
cell-surface.  If  a male  flower  of  Polytri- 
chum is  squeezed  somewhat  between  the 
fins^ers,  the  contents  of  the  antheridia 
come  out  as  a milky  slime,  clearly  visible 
against  the  reddish  ground. 

The  form  of  the  antheridium  of  Mosses 
varies  very  little,  and  the  accompanying 
Fig.  95a  of  that  of  a moss  especially  com- 
mon upon  shaded  cinder-paths  and  other 
places  where  the  substratum  has  been  burnt. 


[Fig.  95a. — Funaria  liyjro- 
metvica.  A,  an  antheridium 
bursting;  the  body  of  the 
antheridium  shows  its  wall 
of  cells  containing  cbloro- 
phyll-gpains ; a,  the  anther- 
ozoids  (spennatozoids)  (x 
350).  B,  the  spermatozoids 
more  strongly  magnified ; 
1),  in  the  mother-cell ; c,  free 
antlierozoid  of  Polytrichum 
( X 800 ).  From  Prantl.] 


• The  leaves  of  Pnli/trichim,  though  really  unilamellar,  like  those  of  otlier 
mosses,  are  rendered  opaque  by  being  more  or  less  covered  by  vertical  greeu 
scales,  oiTamelise,  produced  upon  their  upper  side.  In  F.  juniper inum,  each  foliage 
leaf  shows  about  forty- eight  such  lamella),  running,  as  usual,  longitudinally, 
and  from  4 to  6 cells  long.  [Ed.] 
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as  well  as  on  old  walls,  viz.  Funaria  hygrometrica,  will  serve  to 
illustrate  it. 

The  female  flowers  of  Mnium  lionium,  however,  are  throughout 
not  so  visible  as  the  male,  and  it  is  often  necessary  to  seek  for 
them  longer.  The  plants  bearing  them  are  far  shorter  than  the 
male,  and  somewhat  darker  in  foliage.  The  upper  leaves  close  to- 
gether, after  the  fashion  of  a bud,  in  order  to  protect  the  female 
sexual  organs,  the  archegonia.  As  is  shown  by  median  longi- 
tudinal sections,  the  apex  of  the  fiow'ering  axis  is  not  broadened  to 
any  extent,  but  greatly  blunted,  and  from  this  Ave  can  at  once 
assume  that  we  have  to  do  with  a female  flower,  even  if  Ave  do 
not  happen  at  once  to  find  the  archegonia.  The  central  con- 
ducting bundle  of  the  stem  is  somewhat  SAvollen  under  the  recep- 
tacle, and  ends,  just  as  under  the  male  flower,  in  a chlorophyll- 
containing  tissue.  The  modified  leaA^es  Avhich  form  the  female 
perigynium  (equivalent  to  male  perichsetium,  or,  if  surrounding 
hermaphrodite  flowers,  the  per igamium),  while  remaining  leaf-like, 
decrease  in  size  towards  the  middle  of  the  fioAver  ; the  apex  of  the 
flower  is  occupied  by  only  a feAv  archegonia,  so  that  it  is  necessary 
to  take  strictly  median  sections  in  order  to  disclose  the  archegonia. 
The  archegonia  are  constructed  essentially  like  those  of  the  Liver- 
Avorts  [see  Fig.  95b],  but  the  foot-portion  is  far  more  strongly 
developed,  only  tapering  a little  downwards,  and  forms  the  greater 
part  of  the  lower  half  of  the  archegonium.  On  these  grounds  the 
egg-cell,  or  oosphere,  apj^ears  comparatively  small.  We  must 
look  for  it  close  under  the  commencement  of  the  neck,  which  here 
appears  only  a little  narroAver  than  the  ventral  portion.  The 
chloroj)hyll  contents  of  the  cells  make  the  archegonium  anything 
but  transparent,  and  hence  the  oosphere  and  the  canal-cells  of  the 
neck  usually  need  addition  of  potash  to  make  them  visible.  In 
the  axils  of  the  perigynial  leaves  stand  numerous  paraphyses. 
Each  consists  of  a row  of  short  cells,  swelling  someAAdiat  upAvards. 
The  lowermost  cells  of  these  paraphyses  have  often  become  broAvn. 

To  illustrate  the  general  structure  of  the  archegonium  of  the 
mosses,  I here  introduce  Fig.  95b,  shoAAung  its  form  and  relations 
with  the  perichcetium  in  Funaria  hygrometrica. 

Fertilization  in  the  Mosses  takes  place  in  all  essentials  as 
in  the  Liverworts,  already  described.  The  sporogoniiim,  the 
so-called  “ moss-fruit,”  the  study  of  Avhich  we  will  carry  on  upon 
the  same  Mnium  hornum,  consists  of  stalk  or  seta,  and  capsule. 
The  base  of  the  seta  is  sunk  in  the  tissue  of  the  mother-plant. 
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The  result  of  fertilization  is  here,  therefore,  somewhat  different 
to  that  in  the  Liverworts,  and  needs  a few  words  of  explanation, 
fnrtlier  illustrated  by  Eig.  95c.  After  fertilization,  the  oospore 
develops  into  an  embryo,  an  early  stage  of  which  is  shown  in  Fig. 
95c,  A.  This  embryo  develops  in  length  both  upwards  and  down- 


m 


[Fig.  96b. — Fanaria  hygrometnci.  A, 
longitudinal  section  of  the  summit  of  a 
weak  female  plant  (x  100) ; a,  archegonia  ; 
b,  leaves.  B,  an  archegonium  lx  550), 
ventral  portion  with  the  oosphere ; h, 
neck ; m,  mouth  still  closed ; the  cells  of 
the  axial  row  are  beginning  to  be  con- 
verted into  mucilage.  C,  the  part  near 
the  mouth  of  the  neck  of  a fertilized 
archegonium,  with  dark-red  cell-walls. 
(From  Prantl,  after  Sachs.)] 


[Fig.  96c.— origin  of  the  sporogonium 
iff)  in  the  ventral  portion,  (b  b)  of  the  arche- 
gonium, seen  in  longitudinal  section  (x  500). 
B,  C,  different  further  stages  of  development 
of  the  sporogonium  (/),  and  of  the  calyptra 
(c);  h,  neck  of  the  archegonium  (x  about  40). 
(From  Prantl.)] 


wards  ; downwards  it  grows  into  a foot  which,  as  the  base  of  the 
seta,  passes  through  the  tissue  of  the  foot  or  stalk  of  the  archego- 
nium, and  plunges  into  that  of  the  apex  of  the  moss-stem.  (See 
Fig.  95c,  B and  G).  Up  wardly,  the  embryo  develops  into  the' 
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capsule,  to  be  hereafter  described.  The  seta  remains  for  a long 
time  short.  Accompanying  the  increase  in  length,  and  likewise 
in  thickness,  of  the  young  sporogonium,  the  body  of  the  arche- 
gonium,  which  had  enclosed  the  oosphere,  also  undergoes  further 
development,  keeping  pace  with  the  sporogonium  in  its  growth, 
so  as  continuously  to  cover  it.  Theujoper  part  of  the  neck  shrivels, 
as  shown  in  Fig.  95c,  B and  C,  at  the  top.  When,  later  in  the 
development  of  the  sporogonium,  the  seta  rapidly  elongates,  the 
body  of  the  archegonium,  etc.,  is  ruptured  round  its  base,  and  is 
carried  upwards,  covering  the  capsule  as  with  a cap, — the  calyptra. 
This  calyptra,  proceeding  from  the  enlarged  archegonium,  which 
covers  the  growing  capsule,  is  in  Mnium  early  cast  otf,  so  that  it 
is  usually  difficult  to  find.  It  is  split  up  one  side  to  its  narrowed 
apex,  and  is  composed  of  one,  and  in  part  also  two  layers  of 
elongated  cells.  The  narrowed  apex  ends  in  a brown  point,  which 
indicates  the  neck  of  the  archegonium.  At  the  base,  where  it  was 
ruptured  by  the  growing  sporogone,  it  appears  as  if  cut  off.  The 
apex  of  the  capsule,  denuded  of  its  calyptra,  has  a cover  or  lid 
[operculum]  provided  with  a short  beak.  With  a needle  it  can 
be  easily  loosed,  when  the  edge  of  the  capsular  urn,  fringed  with 
its  teeth,  comes  to  view.  The  teeth  form  the  peristome,  the  form 
of  which  is  an  important  feature  in  the  delimitation  of  genera,  as 
it  is  characteristic  in  each  group.  The  upper  part  of  the  seta, 
passing  into  the  capsule,  is  called  the  apophysis.  In  the  present 
case  this  last  is  separated  from  the  capsule  by  a very  slight  con- 
striction, and  is  distinguished  from  it  by  its  brown  colour.  In 
some  mosses,  the  apophysis  is  far  wider  than  the  capsule. 

In  order  next  to  learn  the  structure  of  the  peristome,  we  take  a 
cross-section  through  the  capsule,  close  under  the  brim  of  the 
urn,  lift  it  up,  and  place  it,  with  the  teeth  turned  upwards,  upon 
an  object-slide.  We  remove  the  mirror  from  the  microscope,  or 
turn  the  diaphragm  so  that  no  aperture  lies  under,  and  observe 
the  object  with  direct  light.  In  this  we  need  use  only  a low 
power.  We  can  decide  that  the  teeth  are  inserted  in  the  inner 
brim,  that  they  are  wedge-shaped,  and  cross  striate.  If  we 
breathe  lightly  on  the  object  while  still  looking  at  it,  we  shall  see 
the  teeth  curve  together  inwards.  They  are  hygroscopic  ; in  damp 
weather  they  bend  inwards,  and  so  close  the  open  capsule,  while 
in  dry  weather  they  bend  outwards,  and  again  open  the  capsule. 
We  count  sixteen  teeth  on  the  urn.  We  now  lay  the  same  section 
ill  a drop  of  water,  and,  tearing  it  through  on  one  side  wdth  the 
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needles,  spread  it  out  flat,  cover  it  with  a cover-glass,  and  observe 
it  by  transmitted  light,  and  first  from  its  outer  side.  We  then 
notice,  quite  at  the  edge  of  tlie  urn,  a double  layer  of  obliquely- 
arranged  cells,  papillately  prolonged,  pretty  strongly  thickened, 
and  containing  abundant  chlorophyll-grains.  These  cells  have 
colourless  walls,  browned  only  at  their  very  base,  and  there  they 
are  very  easily  disconnected  from  the  edge  of  the  urn,  remaining, 
however,  connected  together.  By  means  of  these  cells,  the  separa- 
tion of  the  ojierculum  (lid)  is  effected ; they  form  the  so-called 
amiulus  at  the  rim  of  the  capsule.  Now  laying  it  with  the  inner 
side  upwards,  the  preparation  shows  us  that  the  cross-strioe  already 
noticed  on  the  teeth  are  ridges  projecting  from  their  inner  surface. 
Besides  the  outer  peristome  formed  by  the  teeth,  an  inner  one  is 
also  present ; it  consists  of  the  so-called  cilia.  Mnium  hornum  has, 
therefore,  a double  peristome,  while  there  are  Mosses  with  only 
one,  and  also  without  any  such  peristome.  The  cilia,  like  the 
teeth,  are  here  flat  lamellfe,  which  in  their  lower  part  ajDpear 
divided  into  chambers,  and  in  their  upper  part  cross-striate,  by 
slight  projecting  ridges  on  their  inner  surface.  In  the  lower  part 
they  are  fused  together  into  a continuous  membrane,  which,  between 
each  pair  of  teeth  of  the  outer  peristome,  is  a little  bulged.  Two 
cilia  stand  between  each  pair  of  teeth,  and  present  themselves 
obliquely  from  the  corner.  Their  edges,  the  outer  in  their  entire 
height,  the  inner  only  in  the  upper  part,  are  fringed  with  small 
serrate  projections.  In  these  the  cross-ridges  of  the  surface  of  the 
cilia  end.  Through  these  serrations  the  pair  of  cilia  in  their 
upper  part  are  combined  by  the  outer  edge,  and  finally  the  two 
fuse  into  a single  narrow,  elongated  apex.  With  these  pairs  of 
cilia  alternate  very  small  ones,  which,  from  three  to  five  in  number, 
stand  in  front  of  the  teeth  of  the  outer  peristome.  A delicate 
cross-section,  taken  somewhat  deeper  through  the  capsule,  shows  in 
the  interior  of  this  the  column  formed  of  large-celled  tissue,  the 
columella.  Around  this  columella  lies  the  cavity  filled  with 
spores.  The  inner  wall  of  this  is  formed  by  the  columella  itself, 
the  outer  by  a layer  of  tissue,  usually  two  cells  thick,  and  contain- 
ing chlorophyll,  which  appears  separated  from  the  wall  of  the 
capsule  by  a very  loose  chlorophyll-containing  tissue.  The  wall 
of  the  capsule  consists  of  two  or  three  layers,  and  is  covered  by 
a sharply-defined  epidermis.  The  cells  of  this  latter  are  more 
strongly  thickened  on  thefi’  outer  walls.  The  spores  contain 
chlorophyll-grains,  their  wall  is  brownish,  and  studded  with  fine 
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warts ; in  favourable  cases  a tbree-siclecl  pyramidal  tapering  of  one 
side  of  the  spore  can  be  noticed.  This  tapering  arises  from  the 
tetrahedral  position  of  the  spores  inside  their  mother-cell ; it  in- 
dicates the  contact  surfaces  of  its  three  sister-spores.* — A per- 
fectly median  longitudinal  section,  which  we  prepare  from  a 
cajDsule  which  is  still  green,  and  provided  with  its  lid  [operculum] 
but  is  already  fully  formed,  shows  us  uppermost  the  lid,  con- 
sisting externally  of  one  sheath  of  browner,  strongly-thickened 
cells,  and  internally  of  many  layers  of  thin- walled  cells.  At  the 
limits  between  lid  and  urn  lies  the  double  layer  of  the  obliquely- 
arranged,  chlorophyll-containing  cells,  already  known  to  us,  by 
which  the  separation  of  the  lid  is  effected.  The  brown  cells, 
which  adjoin  the  urn  below,  are  distinguished  by  their  small 
height.  Similar  cells  adjoin  these  small  ones  towards  the  interior, 
and  form  thus  an  inward  projecting  ledge  of  thickened,  brown 
cells,  on  which  are  set  the  teeth  of  the  outer  peristome.  About 
the  thickness  of  a cell  removed  arise  the  cilia.  As  the  history  of 
their  development  teaches  ns,  these  teeth  and  cilia  arise  by  local 
thickening  of  the  opposite  walls  of  one  and  the  same  layer  of  cells 
adjoining  the  inside  of  the  lid.  The  teeth  proceed  from  definite 
portions  of  the  outer  walls,  connected  in  the  ascending*  direction  ; 
their  cross-ridges  indicate  inner  adjoining  cross-walls,  upon 
which  the  thickening  has  continued  for  some  little  distance.  The 
cilia  proceed  from  the  thickened  parts  of  the  inner  walls  of  this 
same  layer  of  cells,  and  bear  slight  ridges  at  the  places  of  junction 
of  the  next  inner  partition  walls. 

In  our  median  longitudinal  section  the  lid  is  hollow  ; the  inner 
tissue,  after  the  formation  of  the  teeth  and  cilia,  has  shrivelled  up, 
separating  from  the  inner  surface  of  the  cilia,  which  extend  to  the 
top  of  the  lid.  This  tissue  now  forms  on  the  columella  only  a 
projecting  conical  knob.  The  columella  is  visible  in  its  entire 
length  ; similarly  we  can  survey  the  spore-sac,  its  outer  wall,  the 
looser  tissue  lying  between  this  and  the  wall  of  the  capsule,  and 
lastly  this  wall.  The  spore-sac,  so  long  as  the  lid  has  not  been 
cast  off,  is  closed  above  by  a thin  layer  of  tissue.  Later  on,  it 
opens  by  the  tearing  of  this  layer.  At  the  base  of  the  capsule, 
under  the  spore-sac,  an  annular  cavity  has  been  formed.  The 
apophysis,  as  is  now  seen,  is  provided  with  stomata,  for  on  well- 
nigh  every  median  longitudinal  section,  such  will  be  cut.  They  lie 

* The  contents  of  the  spore  mother-cell  divide  into  four,  which  are  situated 
as  if  at  the  four  corners  of  a tetrahedron.  [Ed.] 
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below  the  level  of  the  epidermis  ; a pit  leads  down  to  each ; an 
air-chamber  adjoins  it  internally.  It  is  snrrounded  by  chlorophyll, 
containing  tissue,  the  intercellular  spaces  of  which  commnuicato 
with  the  annular  cavity  under  the  spore-sac,  and  with  the  inter- 
cellular spaces  of  the  entire  chlorophyll-containing  tissue  separ- 
ating the  wall  of  the  capsule  from  the  spore-sac.  All  the  stomata 
are  cut  in  the  direction  of  their  length,  and  give  figures  which,  so 
far  as  can  here  be  determined,  agree  with  those  of  the  Vascular 
Cryptogams,  and  of  Phanerogams.  This  latter  is  so  much  the 
more  striking  since  the  apophysis  (or,  in  other  cases,  the  wall  of 
the  capsule  as  well)  is  the  only  place  in  mosses  where  true  stomata, 
constructed  after  the  type  of  the  higher  plants,  are  borne. — In 


[Fig.  95d. — Funaria  hygrometrica.  A,  a young  leaf-bearing  plant  (g),  with  the  calyptra 
(c).  B,  a plant  (g)  with  nearly  ripe  Bporogonium ; s,  its  seta;  J,  the  capsule;  c,  the 
calyptra.  C,  longitudinal  section  of  the  capsule  bisecting  it  symmetrically;  d,  the 
operculum ; a,  the  annulus ; p,  the  peristome  ; c,  c,  the  columella ; 7i,  the  air-cavity  (which 
here  extends  ai’ound  as  well  as  below  the  spore-sac) ; s,  the  spore-layer,  consisting  of  the 
primary  mother-cells  of  the  spores  ( x about  20).  (From  Prantl.)] 

order  to  complete  the  impression  we  have  obtained,  let  us  now 
examine  sections  of  the  surface  of  the  capsule  and  of  the  apophysis. 
"We  can  decide  that  on  the  surface  of  the  capsule,  stomata  are 
wanting ; between  the  brown-walled  cells  of  the  apophysis  we  see, 
however,  pits  which  lead  up  to  the  stomata.  If  we  turn  the  sec- 
tion over,  and  examine  it  from  the  inner  side,  we  can  in  favourable 
cases  distinguish  the  two  guard- cells  of  the  stomata,  formed  as  in 
higher  plants.  Upon  such  sections  we  can  at  the  same  time  deter- 
mine that  the  green  cells  between  the  wall  of  the  capsule  and  the 


286 


SPOROGONE  OF  MOSSES. 


spore-sac  are  joined  together  in  longitudinal  direction,  that  they 
are  branched,  and  have  all  the  aspect  of  algal  threads.  Moreover, 
on  cross-sections  through  the  apophysis  stomata  have  usually  been 
cut,  the  two  guard-cells  of  which  are  not  difficult  to  see.  At  the 
seta,  the  differentiation  of  the  epidermis  ceases ; its  surface  is  oc- 
cupied by  two  or  three  layers  of  yellow  to  reddish-brown  strongly- 
thickened  cells,  the  cavities  (lumina)  of  which,  passing  inwardly, 
become  gradually  larger.  In  the  interior  of  the  seta  a central 
conducting  bundle  is  differentiated.  Median  longitudinal  sections 
taken  near  the  apophysis  show  that  these  relations,  beginning 
close  to  this  region,  are  stamped  upon  the  seta  quite  gradually.* 
[The  accompanying  Figures  95d  and  95e  will  serve  to  render 
more  easy  the  comprehension  of  the  foregoing  description  of  the 
structure  of  the  capsule  in  the  mosses.  It  should  be  noted  that 
the  author’s  descriptions  are  confined  to  the  Bryaceae,  just  as  in 
the  Liverworts  they  were  confined  to  the  Marchantiaceas.] 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTEK  XXV. 

* Goebel,  Die  Muscineen  in  Schenk’s  Handbuch  der  Botanilc,  Bd.  II.,  p.  338.  ' 

2 Compare,  A.  Zimmermann,  Veher  die  Einvnrhung  des  Lichtes  auf  den  Mar- 
ch antientliallus.  Arb.  aus.  d.  Dot.  Inst,  in  Wiirzburg,  Bd.  II.,  p.  665. 

3 Leitgeb,  Untersuclmngen  iiber  die  Lebermoose,  VI.  Heft,  1881,  pp.  20,  117 ; 
Goebel,  Lc. ; Strasburger,  Jahrb.  f.  iviss.  Botanik,  VII.,  p.  409,  and  Befruchtung 
und  Zelltheilung,  1877,  p.  12. 

N.B. — A recent  work  on  “Mosses,”  for  beginners,  is  by  J.  E.  Bagnall  (Is., 
Sonnenschein  & Co.). 


[Note  to  page  274.] 

“ The  cilia  can  be  seen  with  especial  clearness  in  dry  preparations,  which 
are  obtained  by  allowing  a fresh  preparation,  or  one  which  has  been  fixed  in 
any  way,  to  dry  slowly  and  perfectly  without  covering  it  with  a cover-glass. 
Such  preparations  can  then  be  covered  with  a cover-glass,  and  can  be  closed  in 
any  suitable  way  and  preserved. 

* The  stomata  upon  the  apophysis  of  Funaria  hygrometrica  are  of  interest  in 
that  the  division  of  the  mother-cell,  so  as  to  form  the  guard-cells,  is  incomplete. 
Hence  there  is  but  one  guard-cell,  shaped  like  a ring,  with  a short  median  cleft. 
In  the  early  stages  of  development  the  dividing  wall  was  complete,  but  its  ends 
are  subsequently  resorbed. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

THE  KEPEODUCTION  OF  THE  VASCULAR  CRYPTOGAMS. 

Material  Wanted. 

Fertile  fronds  of  Scolopendrmm  vulgdre,  tlie  Plart’s-tongue  fern, 
Fresh.  (Alcohol  material  in  part  answers.) 

The  same  of  the  Male  Fern  {Aspidium  Filix-mas). 

The  same  of  the  common  Polypody  {Polypodium  vulgar e). 

Fresh  spores  of  Ceratopteris  thalictroides. 

Prothallia  of  Polypodium  vulgare.  Fresh. 

Fructifying  plant  of  Selaginella  Martensii,  Fresh,  or  dried. 

The  sporangia  of  Ferns  stand,  wdth  few  exceptions,  on  the  under 
side  of  the  leaves.  They  usually  form  groups,  which  are  called 
sori.  The  whole  sorus  is  commonly  covered  by  a strong  outgrowth 
of  the  leaf,  the  indusium.  The  indusium  can  be  very  variously 
developed.  If  the  edge  of  the  leaf  turns  over  the  sorus,  w-e  speak 
of  it  as  a false  indusium. — As  an  example  for  investigation,  we 
select  the  common  Hart’s-tongue  fern,  Scolopendrium  vulgare.  The 
leaf  is  traversed  by  a strong  midrib,  from  which  arise  weak 
lateral  veins,  only  slightly  inclined  forwards.  In  the  upper  half 
or  along  the  greater  part  of  the  length,  of  the  fertile  leaf  the 
sori  are  formed.  They  retain  the  same  direction  with  the  lateral 
veins.  Externally  they  appear  more  or  less  comj^letely  covered 
by  two,  at  first,  overlapping  lip-like  indusia,  which  later  are  more 
widely  separated  and  sjDread  open.  It  is  only  necessary  to  prepare 
a delicate  cross-section  of  a piece  of  a fertile  leaf.  For  this 
purpose  we  select  a leaf  on  which  the  sori  are  already  brown,  but 
the  edges  of  the  indusium  have  not  yet  spread  open.  We  cut 
with  the  scissors  a narrow  strip  out  of  the  leaf,  parallel  with  the 
sorus,  clamp  this  strip  between  pieces  of  elder-pith,'  or  pack 
several  such  strips  together,  one  behind  the  other,  in  which  case 
no  elder-pith  is  needed,  and  take  delicate  cross-sections  through 
them.  The  cross-section  (Fig.  96,  A)  through  the  tissue  of  the 
leaf  shows  us  an  epidermis  on  the  upper  and  under  side,  and  a 
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cpongy-parenchyma,  the  cells  of  ’which  lie  more  densely  together 
muler  the  upper  epidermis.  There  is  no  palisade  layer.  The 
apparently  simple  linear  sori  now  appear  divided  into  two.  These 
stand  right  and  left,  inclined  to  one  another,  each  in  the  angle 
between  the  leaf-surface  and  an  indusium,  and  each  close  over 
a fibro-vasal  bundle.  The  surface  of  the  leaf  at  the  places  in 
question  is  hollowed  into  a furrow,  and  between  the  two  sori  rises 


Fig.  96. — Scolopendrium  vulgare.  A,  cross-section  throu"h  the  fertile  part  of  the  leaf; 
t,  indusium  ; sg,  sporangium.  B-E,  sporangia;  B and  E,  seen  from  the  flanks;  D,  from 
the  dorsal  side  ; C,  from  the  ventral  side  ; F,  a spore.  (.^1,  x 50;  B-E,  x 145  ; F,  x 540.) 


into  a ridge.  The  epidermis  at  the  base  of  the  furrow,  studded 
with  sporangia,  impinges  immediately  upon  the  bundle-sheath. 
The  epidermis  of  the  under  side  of  the  leaf,  and  of  the  furrows, 
unite  in  order  to  pass  over  into  the  indusium  (i).  This  begins, 
therefore,  with  a double  layer  of  cells,  which  quickly  passes  over 
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into  a single  one.  This  layer  of  cells  has  the  structure  of  the 
neighbouring  epidermis,  except  that  it  is  wanting  in  stomata  and 
chlorophyll-grains.  Yet  it  contains  smaller  colourless  chromato- 
phores.  From  the  base  of  the  furrow  arise  the  sporangia  (sg)  ; they 
can  be  seen  in  different  stages  of  development ; each  derives  its 
origin  from  a single  epidermal  cell.  Even  with  weak  magnifi- 
cation (Fig.  96,  A)  we  can  distinguish  in  each  sporangium  a stalk 
and  a capsule,  and  on  older  a yellow-brown  ring,  the  annulus,  can 
be  noticed  on  the  capsule. — For  further  study  we  make  use  of 
somewhat  stronger  magnification  (Fig.  96,  B).  The  stalk  passes 
over  from  a single  to  a double  row  of  cells.  The  capsule  has  a 
unilamellar  wall  of  cells.  As  is  shown  by  different  views  of  the 
wall  of  the  capsule  (B-B)  the  annulus  is  composed  of  a row  of 
cells,  of  this  capsule-wall,  which  project  outwards.  These  cells 
form  a row,  which,  commencing  at  the  stalk,  j)asses  over  the  apex, 
and  down  the  opposite  side,  and,  flattening  and  becoming  broader, 
dies  away  without  again  reaching  the  stalk.  The  inner  and 
tranverse  walls  of  the  cells  of  the  ring  are  strongly  thickene-d  and 
browned ; the  thickening  decreases  in  the  transverse  walls  in  the 
direction  of  the  outer  surface.  The  sporangium  opens  between 
the  broad  cells  in  which  the  ring  ends  (Fig.  96,  C',  JE)  ; the  one 
half  of  these  broad  cells  then  lies  on  the  one,  the  other  half  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  fissure.  The  cause  of  the  rupture  lies  in 
the  ring,  which  in  drying  tends  to  diminish  its  curvature.  The 
brown  wall  of  the  ripe  spore  shows  a beautiful  structure  (Fig.  F). 
It  is  covered  on  its  outer  surface  with  a network  of  cockscomb- 
like projections. — In  Aspidium  Filix-mas,  the  “ male  Fern,  ” we 
find  indusia,  in  shape  between  a heart  and  a kidney,  which  with 
age  become  leaden-coloured,  and  finally  brownish,  shrivel  some- 
what, and  no  longer  completely  cover  the  dark-brown  sori.  The 
sporangia  have  almost  the  same  structure  as  those  of  Scolopendrium. 
Upon  some  of  them  we  see  a short  glandular  hair,  ending  in  a 
unicellular  head,  arise  from  the  stalk.  The  sporangia  are 
attached  to  a cushion-like  prominence,  a placenta,  which  lies  over 
a fibro-vasal  bundle.  To  this  latter  adjoins  reticulately  thickened 
tracheides,  which  are  distributed  in  the  placenta.  At  its  apex 
the  placenta  bears  the  indusium,  inserted  by  being  curved  down 
into  the  form  of  a stalk. — If  we  take  a preparation  in  water  which 
includes  sporangia  that  are  ripe,  but  still  closed,  and  run  in  from 
the  edge  of  the  cover-glass  a water-withdrawing  medium,  best 
glycerine,  the  sporangia  slowly  open  before  our  eyes.  The 
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annulus  ultimately  becomes  strongly  concave.  Then  follows, 
with  a jerk,  an  opposite  movement,  which  more  or  less  completely 
..closes  tlie  sporangium.  The  entire  phenomenon  can  in  lessened 
degree  be  repeated  once  or  several  times.  Careful  observation 
shows  that  during  the  dehiscence  the  outer  walls  of  the  annulus 
project  strongly  into  their  cells.  The  closing  movement  corre- 
sponds with  the  movement  in  which,  inside  the  cells  of  the  annulus, 
at  the  maximum  of  loss  of  water,  an  air-bubble  is  separated  out 
in  each  cell.  If  gas  has  not  come  out  in  every  cell,  the  outward 
curvature  still  continues  in  those  in  which  this  has  not  happened, 
which  occasions  the  secondary  movements  of  dehiscence.  If  now 
the  glycerine  is  replaced  by  water,  the  air-bubble  in  each  cell 
decreases  in  size,  and  ultimately  disappears,  being  resorbed  by  the 
cell-sap,  while  the  sporangium  almost  completely  closes.  With 
renewed  addition  of  glycerine,  the  reverse  phenomenon  can  again 
be  produced. — It  may  be  of  interest  to  us  also  to  turn  our 
attention  to  the  naked  sori  of  Polypodium  vulgare,  the  common 
Polypody  fern.  The  sori  are  entirely  without  indusia,  and  each 
one  lies  over  the  end  of  afibro-vasal  bundle.  The  placenta  scarcely 
projects  above  the  surface  of  the  leaf.  The  sporangia  are  con- 
structed upon  the  same  type  as  in  the  foregoing  species. 

We  select  the  Ferns  likewise  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the 
structure  of  the  sexual  organs,  and  of  following  the  processes  of 
fertilization,  in  the  group  of  Vascular  Cryptogams.  The  pi'O- 
tliallus,  which  is  the  first  and  sexual  generation  of  Ferns,  is 
always  easy  to  produce.  We  obtain  them  by  sowing  the  spores, 
or  else  collect  fertile  prothallia.  In  this  we  will  confine  ourselves 
to  the  family  of  Polypodiaceee,  the  most  widely-spread,  and  by 
far  the  richest  in  species.  For  sowing,  we  take  the  spores  of 
Ceratopteris  thalictroides,  cultivated  in  all  botanical  gardens,  and 
therefore  easy  to  procure.  If  this  should  not  be  procurable,  the 
spores  of  almost  any  fern  will  do  equally  well.  If  on  the  other 
hand  we  would  collect  fertile  prothallia,  those  of  any  species 
of  the  Polypodiaceee  will  serve  for  examination.  To  find  pro- 
thallia in  the  open  air  is  attended  with  considerable  difficulty,  and 
we  shall  therefore  do  well  to  look  for  them  in  plant-houses.  On 
damp  shaded  walls,  on  the  stems  of  tree-ferns,  on  flower-pots  we 
can  almost  always  find  prothallia.  On  the  fibrous  peat,^  much 
used  now  in  the  culture  of  Orchids,  Sao-racenia,  etc.,  and  which  is 
often  permeated  by  Polypodium  vulgare,  are  usually  found  numer- 
ous prothallia  of  this  fern,  which  we  will  here  select  for  closer 
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examinatioii.  As  in  most  other  Polypodiacere,  tho  prothallia  of 
the  common  Polypody  fern  have  the  form  of  small,  heart-shaped, 
bright-green  leaves,  lying  on  the  substratum.  We  seize  a pro- 
thallus  of  medium  size,  with  the  forceps,  always  taking  hold  of 
the  place  wdiere  it  is  attached  to  the  substratum,  and  lift  it  away. 
We  immerse  it  in  water,  in  which  we  move  it  for  some  time  here 
and  there,  in  order  to  wash  off  the  fragments  of  adhering  soil, 
and  then  lay  it,  with  the  ventral  side  upwards,  in  a drop  of  water 
on  the  object-slide,  and  examine  it  under  a cover-glass.  The 
prothallium,  as  already  noted,  is  heart-shaped.  It  consists  of 
polygonal  cells,  containing  numerous  chlorophyll-bodies.  In  the 
anterior  indentation  lies  the  small-celled  meristem  of  the  growing 
point.  Only  in  its  central  portion  is  the  prothallus  multilamellar, 
as  can  readily  be  proved  by  changing  the  focus.  This  median 
portion  is  the  so-called  cushion.  It  passes  over  at  the  sides  into 
the  unilamellar  thallus,  and  slopes  gradually  also  towards  the  base 
of  the  prothallus.  From  the  after-parts  of  the  prothallus  ^.e.,  those 
furthest  from  the  growing  apex,  arise  the  root-hairs  or  rhizoids ; 
they  are  especially  produced  in  the  median  portion  of  the  prothallus. 
They  are  long,  unicellular  sacs,  which  soon  become  brown.  At  the 
edge  and  under  side  of  the  prothallus,  individual  cells,  moreover 
grow  out  into  short,  almost  without  exception,  unicellular  papillae, 
which,  like  the  rhizoids,  are  cut  off  by  a partition- wall  at  their 
base.  If  we  have  chosen  for  investigation  comparatively  young 
prothallia,  they  are  male;  if  we  have  taken  too  old  ones,  they  bear 
exclusively  female  sexual  organs.  Between  these  two  are  such 
as  bear  both  sexual  organs.  The  sexual  organs,  like  the  root-hairs, 
stand  only  on  the  ventral  side  of  the  prothallus.  The  male 
sexual  organs,  Antheridia,  are  found  on  the  hinder  parts  of  the 
prothallus ; they  arise  between  the  root-hairs ; but  also  further 
beyond  these  laterally.  Their  formation  proceeds  in  the  direction 
of  the  apex  [acropetally] . They  appear  as  globular  arched 
structures  (Fig.  97,  A),  which,  in  a ripe  condition,  contain  smaller 
globular  cells  in  greater  number  inside  a unilamellar  wall.  On 
the  other  side  [more  behind]  the  ripe  antheridia  stand  those  which 
are  already  emptied,  recognisable  by  the  browning  of  their  inner 
walls,  and  showing  a stellate  gap  in  their  lid-cell.  A full  insight 
into  the  structure  of  the  antheridia  is  only  obtained  when  we 
examine  them  in  profile.  Such  profile  views  are  not  seldom  ob- 
tained in  many  accidentally-bent  parts  of  the  prothallus;  we 
obtain  them  easily,  also,  if  we  suitably  bend  around  with  needles 
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prothallia  wliicli  are  ricb.  in  antlieridia.  In  correct  side-views 
(Fig.  97,  A)  we  now  readily  determine  that  the  antheridium  is 
seated  upon  the  middle  of  a slightly  arched  prothallium  cell  (p), 
and  cut  off  from  it  by  a partition  membrane.  The  wall  of  the 
antheridium  consists,  almost  without  exception,  of  two  stages  of 
lateral  cells  (1  and  2)  and  a lid  cell  (3).  The  cells  of  the  lower 
stage  have  a broader  cavity  than  in  the  upper  stage  or  the  lid. 
The  side-view  of  an  emptied  antheridium  (Fig.  97,  B)  shows  the 
lateral  cells  very  strongly  swollen  ; they  therefore  stand  out  very 
clearly.  The  cavity  of  the  antheridium  is  then  correspondingly 
narrowed,  the  lid-cell  pressed  flat,  and  ruptured.  If  we  now  turn 
again  to  the  surface-view  of  the  prothallium,  and  observe  an 

emptied  antheridium  from  above, 
we  can  determine  upon  it  that  the 
lateral  cells  are  without  inner  seg- 
mentation. Inner  partition  walls 
are  in  no  way  visible,  and  we  come, 
therefore,  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
wall  of  the  antheridium  consists  of 
annular  cells.  Each  stage  is  there- 
fore formed  of  but  one  ring- like 
cell.  The  entire  wall  of  the  an- 
theridium consists,  therefore,  of  two 
such  superposed  ring-like  cells,  and 
a lid-cell.  Annular  cells  of  this 
kind  are  a rare  phenomenon,*  but 
constantly  recur  in  the  antheridium 
of  the  Polypodiaceas. — In  general 
we  should  And  similarly-constructed 
antheridia  on  the  prothallia  of  other  Polypodiaceje.  The  only 
common  departure  from  the  form  here  represented,  is  that  in 
which  the  antheridium  has  a lower,  flat  stalk-cell,  and  the  side 
wall  consists  of  only  one  annular  cell. — If  we  have  for  examina- 
tion prothallia  which  have  not  been  wetted  for  a long  time,  we 
shall  not  have  long  to  wait  for  the  emptying  of  individual  ripe 
antheridia.  The  mechanism  of  the  evacuation  consists  in  the 
pressure  which  the  annular  lateral  cells  bring  to  bear  upon  the 
contents,  besides  which  a swelling  substance  is  developed  betAveen 
the  separated  internal  cells  of  the  antheridium.  The  lid-cell  is 

* Annular  cells  are  likeAvise  met  with  in  some  Ferns  in  connection  with  the 
development  of  stomata.  [Ed.] 
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Fig.  97.  — Polypodium  vulgare.  A, 
ripe  ; B,  emptied  antheridium ; p,  cell 
of  the  prothallus ; 1 and  2,  lateral 
cells ; 3,  lid  or  cover  cell.  A and  B 
(x240).  C,  a spermat.ozoid  in  move- 
ment; n,  one  fixed  with  iodine  solu- 
tion. Candl)(x  540). 
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ultimately  ruptured,  and  the  contents  of  the  antheridium  squeezed 
out,  whereon  the  annular  cells  increase  in  size.  The  contents  of 
tlie  antheridium  come  out  in  the  form  of  isolated,  globular  cells, 
the  spermatozoidal  cells,  which  first  lie  resting  for  a short  time 
in  the  surrounding  water.  In  each  cell,  even  with  weak  magnifi- 
cation, is  to  be  recognised  a coiled  thread,  the  spermatozoid 
[antherozoid] , and  a central  collection  of  fine  granules.  The 
walls  of  these  cells  dissolve  in  the*  surrounding  water,  and  even  in 
a few  seconds  individual  spermatozoids  begin  to  free  themselves. 
This  occurs  with  a jerk,  whereby  the  coils  of  the  body  of  the 
spermatozoid  separate.  One  spermatozoid  after  another  thus 
escapes.  We  follow  individuals  in  the  surrounding  water,  and 
notice  that  they  progress  comparatively  rapidly,  and  at  the  same 
time  rotate  upon  their  axis.  If  a condenser  is  at  our  disposal,  we 
proceed,  by  cutting  off  the  direct  rays  of  light  by  means  of  the 
diaphragm,  to  obtain  a dark  field  of  view.  In  this  dark  field  the 
spermatozoids  swarm  about  as  illuminated  objects.*  After  about 
20  to  30  minutes,  the  movement  slackens,  and  finally  ceases. 
During  these  last  stages  of  the  movement,  the  form  of  the 
spermatozoids  is  not  difficult  to  recognise.  This  is  more  easily 
attained  if  to  the  drop  of  water  containing  the  spermatozoids  is 
run  in  a 10  per  cent,  clear  filtered  solution  of  gum  arabic,  and  so 
the  rapidity  of  their  movement  is  diminished.-'^  The  spermatozoid 
(Fig.  97,  C)  is  composed  of  a band,  rolled  after  the  fashion  of  a 
corkscrew.  The  turns  at  the  anterior  end  are  narrow,  but  towards 
the  posterior  become  broader.  The  anterior  narrow  turns  bear 
long  fine  cilia.  Between  the  posterior  turns  lie  fine  granules,  and 
we  often  recognise  a “ vesicle  ” or  “ float  ” containing  them.  By 
the  addition  of  a little  potassium-iodide-iodine  the  spermatozoids 
are  very  beautifully  fixed. 

At  the  anterior  indentation  of  the  prothallus,  we  see  the  female 
sexual  organs,  the  archegonia.  Nearest  the  indentation,  they  are 
still  imperfect ; further  in,  are  ripe  but  unopened;  finally,  dead  and 
opened,  brown  inside.  The  female  sexual  organs  are  very  easy  to 
distinguish  from  the  male.  They  project  above  the  surface  of  the 
prothallium  in  the  form  of  short,  cylindrical  structures,  curved 
away  from  the  anterior  indentation.  This  free  portion  of  the 
archegonium  is  only  its  neck,  whilst  the  ventral  portion  is  found 
sunk  in  the  tissue  of  the  prothallium.  At  the  neck  we  distinguish 

* For  further  information  on  this  head,  see  “ Dark  field  illumination  ” in  any 
handbook  on  the  microscope.  [Ed.] 
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a unilamellar  wall,  formed  of  four  cell-rows,  and  a central  canal, 
the  contents  of  which,  in  ripe  archegonia,  appear  granular  in  the 
central  portion,  and  strongly  refractive  peripherally.  This  inner 
canal,  the  neck-canal,  broadens  upwards  like  a club.  Below  it 
passes  into  the  central  cell  of  the  archegonium,  in  Avhich  is  found 
the  oosphere.  This  last,  it  is  true,  is  scarcely  distinguishable. — If 
the  prothallia  had  been  allowed  to  remain  dry  for  several  days 
before  the  commencement  of  the  investigation,  we  shall  probably 
be  successful  in  seeing  the  opening  of  an  archegonium.  We  choose 
for  continuous  observation  an  archegonium  the  contents  oi  the 
canal  of  which  appear  strongly  refractive.  Often  the  opening 
results  almost  instantaneously ; often  it  is  necessary  to  wait  some 
time.  The  opening  of  the  neck  is  the  result  of  the  pressure  which 
the  strongly-refractive  swelling  substance  of  the  neck-canal  exerts 
upon  the  wall  of  the  neck.  The  four  cells  at  the  apex  of  the  neck 
suddenly  separate  from  one  another,  and  the  contents  of  the  neck- 
canal  pour  out.  The  strongly-refractive  substance  of  this  diffuses 
as  a colourless  mucilage  in  the  surrounding  water,  while  the 
granular  contents  are  gradually  disorganized.  The  evacuation  of 
the  contents  takes  place  interruptedly ; first  come  out  the  contents 
of  the  neck-canal,  then  those  of  the  ventr-al  canal-cell  last  cut  off 
from  the  oosphere.  Under  specially  favourable  conditions  we  may 
now  see  the  entrance  of  the  spermatozoids  into  the  archegonium. 
The  chances  of  this  are  increased  if  we  have  placed  with  the 
older  prothallium,  selected  for  the  examination  of  the  archegonia, 
some  quite  young  ones,  rich  in  antheridia.  If  spermatozoids  are 
diffused  in  the  preparation,  we  see  them,  so  long  as  the  archegonia 
are  closed,  quietly  swimming  by  them.  If  on  the  other  hand  an 
archegonium  has  opened,  the  spermatozoids,  from  a measurable  dis- 
tance round,  take  the  direction  of  the  mouth  of  the  canal,  and  are 
intercepted  by  the  mucilage.  Inside  this  mucilage  their  movement 
is  slackened,  while  they  retain  their  original  direction ; they  enter 
into  the  neck-canal,  and  reach  the  oosphere,  into  which  they  are 
taken  up.  As  has  been  recently  determined,  here  also  the  secre- 
tion of  a substance  from  the  neck  of  the  archegonium  takes  place, 
which  acts  as  a chemical  stimulus  on  the  spermatozoids,  and 
determines  the  direction  of  their  movement.^  The  specific  stimu- 
lant in  this  case  is  malic  acid,  which  to  the  extent  of  about  0’3 
jier  cent,  is  represented  in  the  mass  evacuated  from  the  neck  of 
bhe  archegonium.  Thus  these  spermatozoids  can  be  successfully 
enticed  into  capillary  tubes,  which  are  fused  at  one  end,  and  under 
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the  air-pump  are  injected  with  a fluid  which  contains  O'Ol  to  O'l 
per  cent,  malic  acid,  combined  with  any  base,  just  the  same  as 
into  the  neck  of  the  arcliegoniura.  The  spermatozoids  of  Ferns 
swarm  into  such  capillaries,  likewise  into  large  hairs,  best  of  all 
those  of  the  leaves  of  Ileracleum  SphondyUuvi,  the  Hog-weed,  or 
Cow-parsnip,  if  these  are  laid,  with  their  ends  cut  off,  in  water 
containing  spermatozoids.^  For  the  spermatozoids  of  the  mosses, 
cane-sugar  is  the  specific  stimulant,  while  with  Marcliantia,  an- 
other, not  yet  determined,  substance  proceeds  from  the  arche- 
gonium. — It  has  been  experimentally  determined*^  that  a single 
spermatozoid  suffices  for  fertilization  ; but  usually  several  penetrate 
into  the  archegonium,  of  which,  however,  only  one  finds  admittance. 
These  processes  cannot  be  followed  in  detail,  as  the  prothallium  of 
Polypodium  is  too  opaque ; they  can  be  seen  much  better  in  Cera- 
topteris.  W e 

can,  however, 
state  here,  that 
the  spermato- 
zoids do  not 
take  their  pos- 
terior vesicle 
with  them  into 
the  archego- 
nia,  but,  so  far 
as  they  arrive 
there  with  it 
still  clinging 
to  them,  it  is 

left  in  the  mucilage  in  front  of  the  opening.  Now  and  again  the 
number  of  the  spermatozoids  which  arrive  is  so  large  that  they 
ultimately  bore  in  between  one  another,  and  elongating  thread- 
like, fill  up  the  entire  canal  of  the  archegonium,  and  still  form  a 
tuft  before  its  opening. — There  still  remains  one  thing,  to  see  the 
archegonia  in  sections.  These  must  only  be  cut  median,  as  the 
archegonia  are  found  only  on  the  median  line  of  the  prothallus. 
In  order  to  facilitate  the  cutting,  we  lay  several  prothallia,  which 
are  carefully  arranged,  one  upon  another,  after  we  have  previously 
removed  all  grains  of  sand.  We  how  find  the  desired  structures 
very  easily  on  the  sections.  The  archegonium,  as  we  see  (Fig.  98, 
A and  B),  has  its  ventral  portion  sunk  in  the  prothallium,  the 
neck  being  bent.  Neck  canal-cell  (K')  and  ventral  canal-celf 


Fig.  98. — Polyvodium  vulgare.  A,  -unripe  archegonium;  IiT',  neck 
canal-cell;  K",  ventral  canal-cell;  o,  oosphere;  P,  ripe  opened 
archegonium  (x249). 
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(K")  are  now  distinguisliable  ; as  also  the  oosphere  (o),  together 
with  its  nucleus.  The  ventral  portion  of  the  archegonium  has 
become  covered  by  a layer  of  flat  cells.  In  the  ripe  opened  arche- 
gonium (B)  a colourless  spot,  the  receptive  spot,  can  often  be 
noticed  at  the  apex  of  the  oosphere,  at  which  takes  place  the 
reception  of  the  spermatozoids.  Individual  less  median  sections 
may  show  us  the  antlieridia  also  in  profile. 

In  order  to  grow  prothallia  from  spores,  as  of  Ceratopteris 
recommended  above,  we  can  sow  the  spores  on  a piece  of  moder- 
ately soft  tile,  laid  in  water  in  a saucer,  or  upon  a flower-pot  or 
flower-pot  saucer  similarly  kejDt  constantly  moist.  In  a room  it 
may  be  covered  over  with  a bell-globe.  In  this  way  all  the  early 
stages  of  development  can  be  well  obtained,  and  it  needs  only  to 
scrape  off  some  of  the  germinating  spores  day  by  day  with  the 
blade  of  a pocket-knife,  and  lay  them  in  water  on  an  object-slide,  to 
be  able  to  follow  the  development.  For  full-grown  prothallia  for 
section- cutting,  the  spores  can  be  well  sown  on  a bed  of  cocoa-nut 
fibre  refuse,  flattened  down  in  a large  flower-pot  saucer,  with  a 
hole  in  the  bottom,  or  a seed-pan,  and  well  drained,  kept  moist 
until  towards  the  time  they  are  needed  for  examination.  Over- 
head watering,  if  needed,  can  be  given  with  a spray  such  as  is 
used  for  diffusing  scent.® 

The  Selaginelleas  are  heterosporous  Lycopodineae ; they  possess 
two  kinds  of  sporangia  and  spores,  and  we  will  therefore  turn  our 
attention  to  them,  in  order  to  complete  the  view  we  have  taken  of 
the  other  Vascular  Cryptogams.  The  Selaginelleae  are  also  known 
as  the  Ligulatae,  because  their  leaves  are  provided  with  a small 
ligule  at  the  base.  We  will  examine  more  closely  the  Selaginella 
Martensii  (Sprg.),  universally  distributed  in  plant-houses.  Fertile 
specimens  are  easy  to  recognise  by  the  spikes  which  they  develop 
on  the  last  branches  of  usually  numerous  shoots.  The  vegetative 
body  of  the  plant  is  spread  in  one  plane  ; it  bears  four  rows  of 
leaves  in  pairs,  which  cross  one  another  obliquely.  In  each  pair 
the  upper  leaf  remains  small,  the  under  is  considerably  larger. 
The  two  rows  of  up23er  leaves  on  the  dorsal  surface  press  against 
the  stem  with  their  upper  surface.  The  two  rows  of  under  leaves 
on  the  ventral  surface  are  placed  laterally,  flatly  spread  out,  with 
their  upper  surface  above.  The  vegetative  body  of  the  plant  is 
therefore  bilateral  and  dorsi-ventral ; that  is,  it  admits  only  one 
plane  of  symmetry,  which  divides  the  body  into  a right  and  left 

half,  and  exhibits  a ventral  and  dorsal  surface.  The  fertile  terminal 

® See  note  on  page  297a. 
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spikes,  on  the  other  hand,  are  quadrangular,  provided  with  fonr 
rows  of  symmetrically-arranged  leaves,  directed  outwards. — We 
next  inform  ourselves  as  to  the  structure  of  the  spike,  by  pulliug 
off  one  leaf  after  the  other  with  needles  under  the  simple  micro- 
scope, beginning  at  the  base.  We  see  an  ovate,  somewhat  flattened 
sporangium  stand  in  the  axil  of  each  leaf.  Even  in  this  operation 
we  shall  have  noticed  that  many  sporangia  are  larger,  and  show 
projecting  bosses.  If  we  open  the  large,  bossed  sporangia  with  the 
needles,  four  large  spores  will  come  into  view,  which  completely 
filled  the  sporangium,  and  arched  its  wall  out  locally ; if  w^e  open 
a small  sporangium,  this  proves  to  be  filled  with  numerous  small 
spores.  The  large  sporangia  are  female  sporangia  (macrosporangia), 
the  large  spores  female  spores  (macrospores)  ; the  small  sporangia 
and  spores  are  male,  and  are  distinguished  as  microsporangia  and 
microspores.  The  small  spores  are  triangularly  pointed  on  one  side, 
with  reticulate  markings,  and  usually  hang  together  in  tetrads. 
The  same  relations,  increasing  in  accordance  with  size,  are  met 
with  on  the  four  macrospores.  We  see  clearly  upon  them  the 
triangular  taj^ering  of  one  side ; in  order,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be 
able  to  distinguish  well  the  reticulately  connected  ridges  on  the 
cell-wall,  it  is  desirable  to  crush  the  spores.  The  walls  of  the 
microspores  soon  become  dark  brown,  while  the  macrospores 
remain  far  clearer.  If  we  examine  the  leaves,  from  which  we 
have  removed  the  sporaugia,  we  see  the  ligule  arise  close  under 
the  place  of  insertion  of  the  removed  sporangium,  as  a tongue- 
shaped membrane.  A further  removal  of  leaves  from  the  spike 
shows  us  that  the  macrosporangia  are  far  scarcer  upon  it  than  the 
microsporangia,  and  alwa}^s  appear  preponderatingly  on  the  lower 
parts  of  the  spike.  The  ripe  sporangia  dehisce  transversely  into 
two  valves. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Selaginelleos,  in 
drying^  preserve  so  excellently,  that  we  can  use  softened  herbarium 
specimens  in  order  to  study  the  growing  point  and  the  origin  of 
the  sporangia.  Sections  through  fresh  material,  as  well  as  material 
thus  softened,  can  be  made  very  transparent  with  potash  solution. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  XXVI. 

^ Compare  Leclerc  du  Sablon,^?m.  des  Sci.  Nat.  Bot.,  VII.  Ser.,  vol.  ii.,  p.  10, 
1885. 

^ Terre  fihrense  of  the  Belgian  nurserymen. 

3 Compare  Pfeffer,  Unters.  a.  d.  Bot.  Inst,  zii  Tubingen,  Bd.  I.,  p.  370. 

^ The  same,  p.  360.  * The  same,  p.  410. 

® Strasburger,  Jahrb.f,  wiss.  Botanik.,  Bd.  VII.,  p.  405. 
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[Note  to  page  29G.] 

“ As  the  raising  of  fern  prothallia  from  spores  has  many  points  of  interest,  a 
few  additional  observations  upon  it  may  be  made  here.  Amongst  the  quickest 
of  all  spores  to  germinate  are  those  of  the  Koyal  Fern,  Osmuiida  regalis.  The 
spores  of  Ccratopteris  thalictroides,  recommended  in  the  text,  are  of  special 
utility  if  obtainable,  owing  to  the  transparency  of  the  structures  developed  from 
them.  A highly  recommended  method  is  to  sow  the  spores  upon  a slab  of  peat 
or  turf,  which  has  been  first  boiled  in  water  in  order  to  kill  any  seeds  or  spores 
it  may  contain,  and  then  soaked  with  the  culture  fluid  recommended  for  the 
cultivation  of  Spirogyra.  The  spores  are  then  sown,  and  the  turf  covered  with 
a bell-glass  and  placed  in  a north  window.  With  a favourable  temperature 
germination  begins  in  from  3 to  5 days. — With  care  to  keep  them  moist,  the 
spores  can  likewise  be  germinated  upon  a glass  slide,  and,  with  the  very  careful 
addition  of  minute  quantities  of  culture-fluid,  can  be  grown  to  some  size,  though 
their  growth  thus  is  usually  much  more  slow.  Owing  to  their  large  size,  the 
spores  of  Ceratopteris  lend  themselves  pretty  readily  to  this  mode  of  culture, 
which  enables  easy  observation  under  the  microscope,  and  facilitates  also  the 
fixing  and  permanent  preservation  of  specimens  showing  the  early  stages  of 
germination  and  prothallial  development. — The  spores  of  Ceratopteris  can  like- 
wise be  germinated  by  sowing  upon  a nutrient  fluid,  and  preserving  a moist 
atmosphere.  Floating  prothallia  are  then  developed,  with  rhizoids  and  sexual 
structures  in  their  normal  position,  but  submerged. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

THE  REPRODUCTION  OF  GYMNOSPERMS. 

Material  Wanted. 

Male  flowers  of  Finns  {e.g.,  the  Scotch  Fir,  P.  sylvestrls).  Best  in 
alcohol.  March  or  April. 

Male  flowers  of  the  Yew  {Taxus  baccata).  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 
March. 

Fertilized  ovules  of  Yew.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  End  of  April. 

Young  female  cones  of  the  Scotch  Fir  (or  other  Finns).  Fresh,  or 
in  aleohol.  End  of  May. 

Cones  of  the  Red  Fir  {Ficea  vulgaris,  Lk.).  Fresh,  or  best  in  alco- 
hol. Mid- June. 

Seeds  of  the  same.  October. 

Phanerogamic  plants  fall  into  the  two  great  divisions  of  naked 
seeded,  or  Gymnosperms,  and  enclosed  seeded,  or  Angiosperms. 
These  divisions  are  especially  distinguished  by  the  structure  of  the 
flower  and  the  processes  of  fertilization  and  embryology,  which  we 
Avill  first  examine  in  the  Gymnosperms.  We  first  make  ourselves 
acquainted  with  the  structure  of  the  male  flower  ^ of  the  Scotch 
Fir  (Finns  sylvestris) . This  plant  flowers  in  May  or  June,  according 
to  the  district  ; but  it  can  be  investigated  very  well  in  alcohol 
material,  which,  because  too  brittle,  should  be  laid,  at  least  one 
day  before  the  commencement  of  the  investigation,  in  a mixture 
of  equal  parts  of  alcohol  and  glycerine.  Material  thus  prepared 
can  be  cut  much  better  than  if  fresh. — We  first  make  out  that  the 
male  flowers  here  stand  in  large  numbers  on  the  lower  parts  of  a 
shoot  of  the  same  year.  They  are  arranged  according  to  a 
phyllotaxy,  and  correspond  in  their  arrangement  exactly  to  the 
condensed  shoots,  each  bearing  two  needle-leaves,  which  succeed 
the  flowers  in  uninterrupted  series.  The  flowers  also,  like  the  con- 
densed leafy- shoots,  stand  in  the  axils  of  scale-leaves.  Upon  the 
stalk  of  the  male-flowers,  we  find  first  three  decussating  pairs  of 
bracts.  The  lowermost  pair  is  placed  laterally  with  regard  to  the 
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mother  axis,  an  arrangement  which  is  due  to  the  necessities  of 
space,  and  which  recurs  almost  without  exception  with  the  first 
pair  of  leaves  of  the  vegetative  buds  of  Gymnosperms.  To  the 
bracts  of  the  short  flower-stalk  succeed  the  stamens,  closely 
crowded,  usually  arranged  in  ten  vertical  rows.  The  floral  axis  is 
elongated,  fusiform.  A single  stamen  separated  and  examined 
under  the  simple  microscope  ajDpears  circular ; its  under-side  is 
occupied  by  two  longitudinally-inserted  pollen-sacs,  touching  one 
another  in  Ihe  middle  line;  at  its  apex  running  out  into  a short, 
outwardly’directed  border,  Median  longitudinal  sections  through 


Fig.  9S. — Pinus  Pumilis,  resembling’  P.  sylvestris.  D,  from  P.  sylvestris.  A,  longitn- 
dina.l  section  through  a nearly  ripe  male  flower  (x  10).  B,  longitudinal  section  through  a 
single  staminal  leaf  (x  20).  C,  cross-section  through  a staminal  leaf  (x  27).  JD,  a ripe 
Pollen-grain  ( x 400  ). 

the  flower,  shortly  before  the  dehiscence  of  the  anthers  (Fig.  99,  A), 
show,  especially  after  treatment  with  potash,  the  course  of  the 
fibro-vasal  bundles  in  the  floral  axis,  the  series  of  staminal  leaves, 
each  with  a single  fibro-vasal  bundle,  the  insertion  of  the  pollen- 
sacs  on  the  staminal  leaves.  Upon  less  complete  longitudinal 
sections,  thinner  spots  can  be  readily  found,  in  which  the  struc- 
ture of  the  individual  staminal  leaf  (J5)  is  followed  still  better. 


300 


REPRODUCTION  OF  GYMNOSPERMS. 


We  then  prepare  tangential  longitudinal  sections  through  the 
flower,  in  order  to  obtain  cross-sections  of  single  staminal  leaves, 
and  pick  out  such  an  one  for  closer  study  (G).  We  see  that  the 
two  pollen-sacs  adjoin  in  the  middle  line,  and,  when  perfect,  are 
usually  separated  only  by  a flat  wall  of  collapsed  cells,  in  the 
middle  of  which  may  be  interposed  one  or  more  layers  of  flat  starch- 
containing  cells.  Upon  their  free  outer  surface  the  pollen-sacs 
are  covered  by  the  epidermis,  to  which,  towards  the  interior, 
usually  only  collapsed  cells  adjoin  ; towards  the  dorsal  surface  of 
the  leaf  likewise  the  anther  cavities  are  closed  in  the  same  way. 
In  the  median  line  of  the  staminal  leaf,  above  and  below  the 
partition  wall  separating  the  two  pollen-sacs,  runs  a strip  of 
mesophyll.  The  upper  is  thicker,  and  is  traversed  by  the  very 
delicate  fibro-vasal  bundle.  At  the  two  side-edges  of  the  sta- 
minal leaf,  the  epidermis  projects  into  a weak  or  more  strongly- 
developed  wing  ; in  the  latter  case,  a little  mesophyll  can  be  found 
between  the  two  layers  of  epidermis  (G).  On  the  under  side  of 
the  pollen-sacs  the  epidermal  cells  diminish  in  size  from  both 
sides  ; at  the  places  of  weakest  development,  the  pollen  sacs  open. 
These  pollen-sacs  closely  resemble  the  sporangia  of  Lycopodiaceae ; 
researches  in  comparative  development  have,  in  fact,  led  to  the 
conception  that  the  pollen-sacs  of  Phanerogams,  and  the  micro- 
sporangia  of  Cryptogams  are  homologous  structures. — If  we  look 
now  to  the  pollen-grains  developed  in  the  pollen-sacs,  where 
possible  in  the  fresh  state,  we  shall  note  that  each  of  these  consists 
of  a central  body,  upon  which  are  placed  laterally  two  vesicles 
(U).  If  the  flower  is  ripe,  the  two  vesicles  appear  dark,  because 
filled  with  air.  They  show  delicate  markings  upon  their  sur- 
face. The  interior  of  the  central,  true  pollen-grain,  contains 
finely  granular  protoplasm,  and  a large  nucleus.  Shortly  before 
dehiscence — {.e.,  before  the  opening  of  the  pollen-sacs — a division 
takes  place  in  the  pollen-grain,  by  means  of  a convex  partition 
wall  (D),  which  limits  a lenticular  cell  on  that  side  of  the  pollen- 
grain  which  is  turned  away  from  the  place  of  insertion  of  the 
vesicles.  This  cell  is  best  seen  when  the  pollen-grain,  as  in  our 
figure,  lies  on  its  side.  An  exactly  similar  cell  is  also  cut  off  from 
the  microspores  of  the  heterosporous  Lycopodiaceae,  before  the 
commencement  of  the  stages  of  development  which  lead  to  the 
formation  of  the  antherozoidal  cells.  In  both  cases  alike  we  can 
distinguish  these  ceTs  as  vegetative  cells.  The  wings  (vesicles)  of 
the  pollen-grain  arise,  as  the  story  of  their  development  shows, 
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rather  late,  and  by  the  upheaval  of  the  cuticle,  between  which  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  inner  thickening  layers  of  the  wall  on  the 
other  hand,  a watery  fluid  collects. 

hVoni  the  structure  of  the  male  flower  of  Pinus  sylvestris  exam- 
ined above,  the  male  flower  of  Taxus  baccata  (the  Yew)  differs 
most.  This  flowers  somewhere  in  March,  but  by  means  of  alcohol 
material  we  can  be  independent  of  time.  The  male  flowers  of 
Taxus  stand  in  the  axils  of  leaves  on  the  previous  year’s  twigs. 
They  commence  with  some  decussating  pairs  of  scales,  and  pass 
over  into  scales  arranged  on  a phyllotaxy.  The  scales  become 
successively  larger,  and  at  length  follow,  in  quite  indefinite  arrange- 
ment, the  shield-shaped  staminal  leaves  upon  the  elongated  axis. 
These,  as  examination  with  the  lens  will  at  once  show,  have  a by 
no  means  slight  resemblance  to  the  fertile  sporangiferous  leaves 
of  the  spikes  or  cones  of  Equisetum.  If  we  remove  a staminal 
leaf  with  the  scalpel,  and  examine  it  under  the  simple  microscope, 
we  shall  find  from  five  to  seven  pollen-sacs  inserted  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  shield  and  its  stalk.  These  are  mounted  on  the  shield 
with  their  base,  on  the  stalk  with  their  inner  side.  Laterally,  to- 
wards one  another,  they  are  mostly  free,  and  quite  free  on  their 
outer  surface  and  at  their  apex.  We  can  fully  inform  oui-selves 
on  this  point,  if  we  further  bring  median  and  tangential  longitu- 
dinal sections  to  our  aid.  The  former  show  the  staminal  leaves 
and  pollen-sacs  in  longitudinal  section,  the  latter  in  cross-section. 
In  longitudinal  section  the  whole  staminal  leaf  has  a wedge-like 
Outline,  because  the  pollen-sacs  broaden  outwardly.  In  cross- 
section,  as  in  longitudinal  section,  we  see  that  the  wall  of  the  ripe 
pollen-sac  is  reduced  to  the  epidermis  and  a layer  of  collapsed 
cells.  The  walls  of  these  epidermal  cells  are  provided  with  thick- 
ening ridges.  So  far  as  the  walls  of  the  pollen-sacs  will  separate 
from  the  stalk  of  the  staminal  leaf,  their  epidermal  cells,  as  cross- 
sections  teach  us,  show  a considerable  reduction  in  size.  In  order 
to  become  quite  clear  as  to  the  kind  of  thickening  of  the  wall  of  the 
pollen-sacs,  we  lift  a wall  from  the  stamina!  leaf  with  needles,  and 
determine  that  they  are  U-shaped  ridges,  with  which  the  inner 
and  side-walls  of  their  epidermal  cells  are  thickened.  The  same 
thickening  is  present  also  upon  the  epidermal  cells  of  the  outer 
surface  of  the  shields.  The  opening  of  the  pollen-sacs  is  brought 
sibout  by  the  wall  separating  from  the  stalk  and  stretching  straight. 
The  pollen-grains  are  ellipsoidal,  studded  with  small  knobs.  Short- 
ly before  dehiscence,  a small  cell  is  cut  off  from  the  end  of  the 
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grain.  In  alcoliol-material  the  contents  of  the  pollen-gi’ain  are 
contracted,  and  unfit  for  examination. 

The  pollen-grains  .of  Taxus  are  without  vesicular  appendages  to 
the  wall ; these  latter  are  not  present  in  all  Abietineae  * ; and  on 
the  other  hand  are  found,  in  the  Taxineas,  in  Fodocarpus.  In  many 
genera  more  than  one  vegetative  cell  is  cut  off  from  the  contents 
of  the  pollen-grain,  whence  arise  cell-masses  projecting  into  the 
interior  of  the  pollen-grain.  Amongst  the  Abietineae  the  genus 
Finns  alone  shows  a single  vegetative  cell. 

The  female  flowers  of  Taxus  haccata  ^ are  found,  like  the  male,  in 
the  axils  of  leaves  of  the  previous  year’s  twigs  (Fig.  100,  A)  ; but 
upon  other  individuals,  as  the  plant  is  dioecioiis.  The  time  of  flower- 
ing, as  we  already  know,  is  in  March  ; in  alcohol  the  flowers  pre- 
serve very  well  and  can  be  very  conveniently  studied  after  they  have 
been  laid  for  at  least  twenty-four  hours  in  a mixture  of  equal  parts 
alcohol  and  glycerine.  The  flowers  apparently  terminate  a small 
shoot,  but  are  in  reality  not  terminal.  Not  infrequently  two 
flowers  are  found  on  the  same  shoot  (Fig.  100,  at*);  in  rare  cases 
we  even  come  across  monstrosities,  which  show  a leaf-bearing 
shoot  developing  laterally  from  the  flower  (Fig.  100,  B).  First 
we  examine  the  flower-axis  with  the  lens,  and  determine  that  this 
begins  with  a lateral  pair  of  scales,  to  which  succeed  spirally- 
arranged  scales,  gradually  becoming  larger.  The  flower  itself  is 
enclosed  by  three  decussating  pairs  of  scales,  and  only  its  apex 
shows  between  them.  This  apex  shows  a point-like  opening,  the 
micropyle.  We  arrange  the  shoot  in  a definite  way,  in  order  to 
obtain  a median  longitudinal  section.  This  must  pass  through  the 
middle  of  the  pair  of  scales  last  but  one  under  the  flower.  We 
select  for  the  examination  a somewhat  older  flower,  already 
pollinized,  at  about  the  end  of  April,  because  they  are  more 
suitable  for  cutting,  and  in  many  respects  also  are  more  instruc- 
tive. If  the  direction  of  the  section  has  been  properly  observed, 
the  structure  appears  as  in  the  adjoining  Fig.  100,  C.  The  flower 
does  not  appear  to  be  terminal  upon  the  primary  shoot ; this  on 
the  other  hand  closes  its  development,  after  it  has  formed  a 
secondary  shoot  in  the  axil  of  the  uppermost  scale.  It  is  this  latter 
which  ends  in  the  flower,  after  it  has  previously  given  rise  to  three 
decussating  pairs  of  scales.  Pressed  on  one  side  of  the  point  of 

* Abietineas,  a sub-order  of  Coniferae,  which  includes  the  well-known  genera 
or  sub-genera  Pinus  (the  Pines).  Ahies  (the  Firs),  Picea  (the  Si^ruces),  Larix  (the 
Larches),  Cedrus  (the  Cedars)  [Ed.J 
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insertion  of  the  secondary  shoot  is  the  growing  point  (v)  of  the 
primary  shoot  (to  the  right  in  the  figure).  Now  and  then,  the 
last  scale  but  one  of  the  primary  shoot  also  gives  rise  to  a second- 
ary shoot  ending  in  a flower.  Rarely,  as  we  have  seen  (R),  the 
primary  shoot  further  develops  into  a leaf-bearing  axis.  The 
pairs  of  scales  which  precede  the  flower  are  to  be  considered  as  its 


Fig.  100. — Taxus  haccata.  A,  figure  of  a twig  with  female  flowers  at  the  time  of  pollina- 
tion, at  * two  ovules  upon  the  same  primary  shoot.  Nat.  size.  B,  a leaf  with  an  ovule 
standing  iu  its  axil;  the  primary  shoot  has  further  developerl  laterally  [is  proliferous]. 
(X  2).  C,  longitudinal  section  through  the  common  median  plane  of  the  primary  and 
secondary  shoot;  v,  growing  point  of  the  primary  shoot ; o,  commencement  of  the  aril; 
«,  rudiment  of  the  embryo-sac ; n,  nucellus;  i,  integument ; m,  micro pyle  (xl8). 

bracteoles ; the  flower  itself  is  reduced  to  an  ovule.  Such  is,  for 
example,  the  terminal  structure  which  we  see  at  the  apex  of  the 
secondary  shoot.  In  the  longitudinal  section  of  this  we  distinguish 
a simple  case,  the  ovular  integument  (-i),  which  leaves  above  a 
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narrow  opening,  the  micropyle  (m)  free,  and  in  the  interior  the  so- 
called  nucleus  of  the  ovule,  the  nucellus  (n).  At  the  base  of  this, 
only,  however,  in  specially  favourable  cases,  or  after  treatment 
with  potash,  a large  cell  (e)  is  to  be  recognised  as  the  rudimentary 
embryo-sac.  ^ As  the  pollen-sac  resembles  a microsporangium,  in 
the  same  way  the  ovule  corresponds  with  a macrosporangium;  as 
the  pollen-gmins  resemble  microspores,  so  the  embryo-sac  a 
macrospore.  Developmental  researches  ^ have  disclosed  consider- 
able agreements  between  the  initiation  of  these  structures,  but 
have  at  the  same  time  shown  that  a progressive  reduction  affects 
the  processes  which  amongst  Phanerogamia  lead  to  the  development 
of  the  macrospore.  To  compare  the  integument  with  the  in- 
dusiura  of  the  Vascular  Cryptogams  offers,  however,  no  sufficient 
grounds.  The  integument  is  a newly-evolved  structure  on  the. 
macrosporangium  of  Phanerogams.  Upon  the  stalk  of  the  ovule 
of  Taxus  can  be  seen  a small  wall  of  tissue  (a),  which  for  a long 
time,  even  into  June,  remains  stationary  ; later,  however,  begins  to 
grow,  and  forms  the  bright-red  aril,  which  in  autumn  surrounds 
the  rijDe  seed.  Upon  the  already  pollinized  flowers  which  we  have 
taken  for  investigation,  we  can  see  the  pollen-grains  lying  on  the 
apex  of  the  nucellus.  Each  of  them  has  put  out  a short  sac  into 
the  tissue  of  the  apex  of  the  nucellus.  It  is  the  large  cell  of  the 
pollen-grain  which  grows  out  into  the  sac,  while  the  small  vegeta- 
tive cell  shrivels.  The  inner  wall  of  the  pollen-grain,  the  intine, 
forms  the  pollen-tube,  while  the  extine,  studded  with  small  pro- 
tuberances, which  we  have  already  seen  upon  the  ripe  pollen- 
grains,  is  stripped  off.  The  pollen-grains  lie  in  this  case  upon  the 
surface  of  the  papillose  nucellar  apex ; while  with  various  other 
Taxineae,  and  their  near  allies,  the  nucellar  apex  is  hollowed  out  ^ 
in  order  to  receive  the  pollen-grains,  giving  rise  to  the  so-called 
pollen-chamber.  If  we  wish  to  know  the  mechanism  w'hich 
brings  the  pollen-grains  to  the  ovule,  we  must  make  the  observa- 
tion in  the  open  air,  during  the  time  of  pollination.®  If  we 
examine  the  female  flowers  at  the  time  when  the  pollen-grains 
are  being  emptied  from  the  pollen-sacs,  we  shall  see  that  each 
flower  exudes  a small  drop  of  fluid  from  its  micropyle.  In  this 
drop  the  pollen-grains,  carried  by  the  wind,  are  caught,  and  in  the 
evening  are  absorbed  at  the  same  time  with  the  drop. 

The  Scotch  Fir  (Pinus  sylvestris)  will  serve  as  a second,  and  at 
the  same  time  extreme,  example  of  the  structure  of  the  female 
flower  of  the  Coniferae.  The  Scotch  Fir  is  moiKBcious,  so  that  wo 
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find  male  and  female  flowers  npon  tlie  same  plant.  The  ovnles 
in  the  Scotch  Fii'  do  not  stand  alone,  as  in  the  Yew,  but  are 
developed  in  cones,  in  which  numeious  ovules,  inserted  npon 
scale-like  structures,  are  found  combined.  The  small  cones,  either 
singly  or  several  together,  occupy  the  apex  of  twigs  of  the  same 
age.  They  stand  in  the  axils  of  bracts  like  those  of  the  condensed 
branches,  each  bearing  two  needle-leaves,  inserted  lower  down  on 
the  axis  ; their  position  at  the  end  of  the  shoot  corresponds,  how- 
ever, with  that  of  the  normal  twig-bearing  branch.  The  small 
cones  are  usually  in  the  receptive  state  at  the  end  of  May,  and, 
though  small,  are  recognisable  by  their  brown-red  colour.  They  are 
stalked,  and  stand  erect;  the  stalk  is  covered  with  brown  scales. 
—Here  also  alcohol-material  treated  with  glycerine  can  serve  for 
the  investigation.  If  we  bring  a portion  removed  from  the  axisi 
of  the  cone  with  the  scalpel  under 
the  simple  microscope,  and  isolate 
it  with  needles,  we  can  see  (Fig. 

101),  that  in  the  axils  of  delicate 
obovate  bracts  (5),  somewhat 
fringed  at  their  margin,  arise  scales 
(/r)  of  similar  form,  but  fleshy, 
smooth-edged,  provided  on  the  in- 
ner side  with  a central  projecting 
rib  (c).  These  are  distinguished 
as  fruit-scales.  At  the  base  of  the 
fruit-scale,  right  and  left,  is  found 
on  each  side  of  the  rib  an  ovule  (s), 
with  its  micropyle  turned  below 
and  towards  the  outer  side.  The 
edge  of  the  integument  is  pro- 
longed at  the  micropyle  into  two 
lobes  (m),  placed  right  and  left. 

Bract  and  fruit-scale  have  grown 
together  at  the  base,  and  are  therefore  removed  together  from 
the  axis  of  the  cone.  The  cones  of  the  Abietinese  and  othei 
true  cone-bearing  Coniferse  are  conceived  to  be  either  single 
flowers  or  inflorescences,  according  to  the  significance  which  is 
given  to  the  fruit-scale.  That  is,  this  is  either  considered  to  be 
a flattened,  metamorphosed  axial  shoot,  growing  in  the  axis  of 
a modified  leaf,  which  we  have  here  called  the  bract,  and  partially 
adnate  to  the  bract  ; or  as  a development  of  the  placenta  of  a 


Fig.  101.  — Firms  sylvestris.  Frnit- 
scale  / with  its  two  ovnles  s,  and  the 
central  rib  c.  Behind  is  the  bract  h. 
Upon  the  ovule  the  integument  has 
grown  out  into  two  prolongations,  m 
(X  7). 
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carpellary  leaf,  which  we  have  hitherto  called  the  bract.  Tn 
the  former  case,  therefore,  we  should  have  a bi- ovular  branch  in 
the  axil  of  each  bract,  in  the  second  a bi-ovular  placenta  on  the 
upper  side  of  a carpellary  leaf.  In  the  former  case,  the  cone 
Avould  therefore  be  an  inflorescence  composed  of  many  fertile 
axillary  branches ; in  the  second,  the  cone  would  be  a single  flower 
composed  of  numerous  open  carpellary  leaves. — The  remarkable 
structure  of  the  fruit-scale  is  explained  by  the  machinery  for 
pollination,'^  which  can  only  be  followed  upon  fresh  material  at 
the  time  of  pollination.  As  soon  as  the  male  flowers  begin  to 
free  their  pollen,  we  can  demonstrate  an  elongation  of  the  axis 
of  the  cone,  whereby  the  fruit-scales,  together  with  the  bracts 
appertaining  to  them,  are  separated.  The  pollen  can  now  fall 
upon  the  lifted  fruit-scales,  slip  down  them,  and,  guided  by  the 
projecting  rib,  come  between  the  two  prolongations  of  the  integu- 
ment. Later  on,  these  prolongations  curve  inwards,  and  in  this 
way  carry  the  pollen  into  the  micropyle,  and  to  the  apex  of  the 
nucellus.  After  full  pollination  the  fruit-scales  soon  close  together 
again  by  their  edges,  and  are  glued  together  by  resin.  The  bracts 
do  not  further  develop,  nor  does  the  central  rib  of  the  fruit-scale, 
which  is  of  no  further  use.  The  red  colour  of  the  cone  passes 
over  into  brown,  and  then  into  green  ; when  ripe,  again  becom- 
ing brown ; and  the  cone  slowly  sinks,  and  finally  takes  a pen- 
dant position. 

We  will  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  further  changes  which 
take  place  in  the  pollinated  ovules  of  the  Coniferie.®  With  the 
structure  of  the  ovule  we  have  already  become  acquainted  in 
Taxus,  and  have  proved  that  at  the  time  of  pollination  only  the 
first  rudiments  of  the  embryo-sac  were  present.  After  this  a 
further  development  of  the  ovule  takes  place,  always  variously 
quickly,  according  to  the  greater  or  less  time  which  has  to 
separate  the  periods  of  pollination  and  of  fertilization.  In  Taoc^us, 
fertilization  takes  place  about  the  middle  of  June  in  the  same 
year ; in  the  Scotch  Fir  not  until  the  next  year,  about  thirteen 
months  after  pollination.  In  the  Spruce  Fir  (^Ahies,  Picea), 
pollination  and  fertilization  are  separated  by  about  six  weeks 
only.  We  will  consequently,  in  what  follows,  keep  to  the  Spruce 
Fir,  because  this  offers  many  advantages  for  the  investigation.  It 
would  lead  us  too  far  to  follow  step  by  step  the  enlai’gement  of 
the  embryo- sac,  the  origin  of  the  tissue  of  the  prothallus  (endo- 
sperm) and  of  the  sexual  or^i’ans  in  its  interior,  the  increase  in 
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size  and  corresponding  differentiation  of  the  entire  rudimentarj 
seed.  We  will  therefore  turn  at  once  to  the  stage  in  which  the 
oospheres  are  fully  formed  and  in  a receptive  condition.  This 
condition,  in  the  common  Red  Fir  (Picea  vulgaris,  Lk.),  is  reached 
about  the  middle  of  June,  the  fertilization  is  then  completed  in 
the  course  of  a few  days.  Either  fresh  or  alcohol  material  must 
be  at  command.  For  this  investigation,  alcohol  material  is  better 
suited  than  fresh,  as  it  shows  the  oosphere  fixed.  It  is,  above  all, 
recommended  not  to  lay  entire  cones,  but  separate  fruit-scales, 
in  the  alcohol.  Before  cutting  the  alcohol  material,  it  should  be 
transferred,  as  we  have  already  repeatedly  done,  to  a mixture 
of  equal  parts  alcohol  and  glycerine  for  at  least  twenty-four 
hours. — In  beginning  the  investigation,  we  first  inform  ourselves 
as  to  the  appearance  of  the  entire  scale.  This  is  obovate,  shows 
below,  on  its  inner  surface,  the  two  rudimentary  seeds,  also 
already  the  outlines  of  the  wings,  which  later  on  will  be  separated, 
with  the  ripe  seed,  from  the  inner  surface  of  the  fruit-scale. 
On  the  outer  surface  of  the  fruit-scale,  and  below,  can  still  be 
found  the  bract  now  appearing  comparatively  very  small.  The 
ovule  to  be  cut  can  be  easily  separated  uninjured  from  the  fruit- 
scale  with  the  points  of  the  needles.  We  prepare  longitudinal 
sections  of  it  between  thumb  and  forefinger.  Cutting  is  made 
more  difficult  by  the  integument  having  become  comparatively 
hard,  therefore  we  must  somewhat  modify  our  method  of  pre- 
paration. We  cut  the  ovule  in  two  with  the  scissors  at  about 
half  its  height ; we  then  take  the  upper  half  of  the  ovule,  ^.e., 
that  which  contains  the  apex  of  the  ovule,  between  the  fingers, 
and  with  the  forceps  withdraw  out  of  the  cut  surface  the  upper 
part  of  the  embryo-sac,  together  with  the  nucellus.  Through 
these  soft  parts  longitudinal  sections  can  now  be  readily  made. 
Staining  reagents  are  only  to  be  used  with  great  precaution,  as 
they  stain  the  entire  protoplasm  of  the  oospheres,  and  can  easily 
make  them  opaque.  We  first  examine  the  longitudinal  section 
of  a receptive  ovule  with  a low  power.  The  entire  ovule,  with 
integument,  is  cut  perpendicularly  to  its  surface  of  insertion ; it 
is  displayed,  therefore,  in  median  longitudinal  view  (Fig.  102). 
We  see  in  it  the  integument  (i),  which  develops  into  the  skin 
of  the  seed,  and  from  half  its  height  is  separated  from  the 
nucellus  ; the  nucellus,  bearing  upon  its  apex  pollen-grains,  which 
partly  are  external,  and  partly  lie  sunk  in  its  tissue  ; or  may  even 
show  pollen-tubes  (t),  developed  from  these  pollen-grains,  which 
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pierce  the  upper  part  of  the  nucellus,  in  order  to  reach  the 
external  layer  of  the  embryo-sac  ; the  embryo-sac  (e),  of  elliptic 
outline,  filled  with  endosperm  (or,  more  correctly,  prothalloid 
tissue) ; the  archegonia,  here  known  earlier  as  corpuscula,  whose 
ventral  portion  (a)  is  easy,  but  neck  more  difficult  to  recognise ; 
in  the  interior  of  each  archegonium  is  an  oosphere  (o),  which  in 
alcohol  material  is  noticeable  from  its  yellow-brown  colour,  and 
shows  a central  large  nucleus  (n)  ; and  lastly,  under  the  ovule, 

the  commencement  of 
the  wing  (s).  If  we 
prepare  a similarly- di- 
rected section  through 
a fresh  ovule  of  the 
same  age,  we  shall 
again  find  the  same  re- 
lations ; but  very  com- 
monly the  contents  of 
the  archegonium  will 
have  run  out.  If  the 
section  has  laid  bare 
individual  archegoma, 
without  opening  them, 
the  oospheres  will 
appear  as  yellowish 
frothy  masses  of  proto- 
plasm, in  which  the  cen- 
tral nucleus  is  scarcely 
distinguishable,  or  else, 
in  the  best  cases,  has 
only  the  appearance  of 
a large  central  vacuole. 
The  oospheres  quickly 
suffer  under  the  infiu- 
ence  of  the  water  taken 
from  the  neighbour- 
hood ; if  the  section  is 
to  be  kept  for  a longer  time,  it  is  recommended  to  use  as  fluid  for 
observation  white  of  egg  diluted  with  water,  to  which,  for  greater 
durability,  a little  camphor  has  been  added.^  In  such  preparations 
the  neck  of  the  archegonium  is  not  difficult  to  see  (Fig.  102a,  c).  It 

consists  of  from  two  to  four  stages  of  cells.  Under  the  neck  ip  t'l  be 


Fio.  102. — Median  longitudinal  section  through  a 
receptive  ovule  of  Picea  vulgaris,  Lk.  e.  Embryo-sac 
filled  with  endosperm ; o,  ventral  portion,  and  c,  neck 
of  an  archegonium  ; n,  the  nucleus  of  the  oosphere  ; nc, 
the  nucellus  of  the  ovule;  p,  pollen-grains  upon  and 
in  the  nucellar  apex  ; t,  pollen-tubes,  traversing  the 
nucellus;  i,  integument ; s,  the  wing  of  the  seed  (X  9). 
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found  a small  cell  (cl),  wliicli  corresponds  wifcli  the  ventral  canal - 
cell  of  the  Vascular  Cryptogams  ; the  oosphere  divides,  in  order  to 
form  it,  shortly  before  it  is  ripe.  The  ventral  part,  or  body,  of  the 
archegonium  is  surrounded  by  a layer  of  flattened  cells,  richer  in 
cell-contents,  like  to  the  layer  which  we  saw  around  the  body  of  the 
archegonium  in  Ferns. — In  order  to  inform  ourselves  as  to  the 
number  and  position  of  the  archegonia,  we  prepare  a number  of 
successive  cross-sections  through  the  upper  part  of  the  ovule. 
In  this  way  we  show  that  from  three  to  five  archegonia.,  arranged 
in  a circle,  stand  in  the  apex  of  the  embryo-sac.  Sections  which 
have  laid  bare  the  apex  of  the  embryo-sac  show  us  the  neck  of 
the  archegonia  in  apical  view  as  rosettes  of  six  or  eight  cells.  If 
our  material  has  been  gathered  at  the  time  of  fertilization,  we 
may  be  able  to  follow  individual  pollen-tubes  to  an  oosphere,  and 
find  in  the  lower  end  of  individual  oospheres  [or,  as  they  have 
now  been  fertilized,  oospores]  a four-celled  rosette,  from  which 
four  connected  sacs,  or  tubes,  can  be  followed  into  the  tissue  of 
the  prothallus.  The  four  end  cells  of  such  sacs  produce  the 
embryo,  the  long  sacs  themselves  are  the  suspensors.® 

The  seed  ripens  in  October.  It  then  easily  separates,  together 
with  the  wing,  from  the  fruit-scale.  The  wing  is  developed  on 
the  inner  side  of  the  seed,  between  it  and  the  fruit-scale,  and 
the  seed  later  falls  easily  from  the  wing,  leaving  behind  upon  this 
a corresponding  hollow.  The  cells  of  the  skin  of  the  seed  are, 
as  cross  and  longitudinal  sections  readily  show,  thickened  almost 
to  the  obliteration  of  their  cavity.  A portion  of  the  tissue  of  the 
prothallus  remains  in  the  seed,  as  albumen  or  endosperm,  densely 
filled  with  reserve  food  materials.  It  forms  a sac,  enclosing  the 
embryo.  This  sac  is  open  at  its  micropylar  end,  and  here  the 
radicle  of  the  embryo  is  placed  against  the  displaced  remnant  of 
the  nucellus.  The  embryo  can  be  easily  made  out  in  seeds  cut 
in  the  direction  of  their  length.  It  looks  like  a cylinder,  gradually 
getting  thicker  towards  the  cotyledonary  end.  In  consequence 
of  being  filled  with  reserve  food-materials  it  is  white,  and  as 
opaque  as  the  albumen  or  endosperm  of  the  seed.  We  prepare 
a median  longitudinal  section  through  the  seed  between  the 
fingers,  and  lay  it  in  carbolic  acid  diluted  with  alcohol.  The 
figure  becomes  very  beautifully  clear,  far  better  than  in  potash, 
and  better  even  than  in  chloral  hydrate,  so  that  we  can  follow 
every  row  of  cells.  We  see  (Fig.  103)  that  the  cotyledons  (c)  do 
not  reach  quite  a third  of  the  whole  length  of  the  embryo.  At 

• See  note  a on  page  310a. 
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the  base  between  them  is  to  be  seen  the  growing  point  \^'punctu'm 
vegetationis']  of  the  embryonic  stem  [the  plumule].  The  stem 
(caulicle)  itself,  which  is  distingnished  as  the  hypocotyledonary 
axis,  or  hypocotyl  (K),  passes  without  clear  limitation  into  the 

root  (the  radicle).  This  is  for  the  most  part  re- 
presented only  by  a growing  apex,  which  shows 
clearly  in  the  interior  of  the  body  of  the  embryo, 
but  is  in  reality  only  the  apex  of  the  plerome 
{pi)  of  the  root,  while  the  cell-rows  of  the  cortex 
[periblem]  of  the  hypocotyl  pass  directly  into 
the  parabolic  layers  of  the  rootcap  (cp),  a re- 
lation which  recurs  in  all  roots  of  the  Gymno- 
sperms,  inasmuch  as  we  can  see  the  cell-rows  of 
the  cortex  of  the  body  of  the  root  pass  over  direct 
into  the  cell-layers  of  the  root-cap  (cf.  Thuja,  p. 
186).  The  root-cap  is  traversed  in  the  direction 
of  its  long  axis  by  a distinctly-marked  column  of 
tabular  cells,  arranged  in  straight  rows.  In  the 
hypocotyl  the  tissue  of  the  pith  (m)  already 
begins  to  show,  and  around  this  the  elongated 
cells  of  the  procambium  ring  (op),  in  which  the 
fibro-vasal  bundles  will  make  their  appearance. 
These  cells  can  be  traced,  moreover,  for  a short 
distance  along  the  median  section  of  the  cotyle- 
dons (compare  the  Fig.).  Thus  in  the  embryo 
the  essential  parts  of  the  future  plant  are  already  established. 


Fig.  103.— Longi- 
tudinal section 
through  the  ripe 
embryo,  c,  cotyle- 
dons ; h,  hypocotyl ; 
pi,  growing  apex  of 
the  plerome ; cp, 
root-cap ; cl,  its 
central  column ; m, 
pith ; op,  procam- 
hium  ring  in  the 
hypocotyl  (x  10). 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  XXVII. 

^ Upon  this  compare  : Strasburger,  Coniferen  und  Gnetaceen,  p.  120.  Eichler, 
Bliithendiagrainme,  Bd.  I.,  p.  58.  Goebel,  GrundzUge,  p.  363. 

- Strasburger,  l.c.,  p.  2. 

^ Strasburger,  Angiospermen  und  Gymnospervien,  p.  109. 

Strasburger,  l.c.,  p.  109.  Goebel,  Botanische  Zeitung,  18S1,  Sp.  681. 

® Strasburger,  Jennische  Zeitschr.  f.  Naturw.,  Bd.  VI.,  1871,  p.  250. 

® The  same,  p.  250  ; Conif.  u.  Gnet.,  p.  265. 

' Strasburger,  Jai.  Zeitschr.,  Bd.  VI.,  p.  251 ; Conif.  u.  Gnet.,  p.  267. 

* Compare  Strasburger,  Befr.  h.  d.  Conif.  ; Coniferen  und  Gnetaceen,  p.  274. 
Befriichtung  und  Zelltheiliing.  Angiospermen  und  Gyninosperinen,  p.  140. 
Goroschankin:  On  the  Corpuscula  and  fertilization  in  Gymnosperms,  in  Russian, 
1880. 

® Strasburger,  Befr,  b.  d.  Coniferen,  p.  8. 

[N.B. — Picea  vulgaris,  Link,  of  the  text,  is  Pinits  Picea,  and  Abies  Picea  of 
various  authors.] 
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Fig.  103.V. — Ticca  vulgaHs,  Lk.  From  fre.'^'h  material.  A,  a lou^Mtudinal  section  through 
the  apex  of  the  embryo-sac,  with  two  archegonia  ; c,  iieck  of  the  archegonium  ; cl,  ventral 
canal-ct'll.  B,  apical  view  of  an  archegonium.  C,  penetration  of  a pollen-tube  through 
the  canal  {A  x 100 ; B and  C x 250J . 

\_Note  “ to  page  309.] 

Some  further  details  of  the  embryology  of  Finns  may  be  here 
given.  Fig.  102a,  shows  the  neck  of  the  archegonium, 

seen  in  cross-section.  If  fertilization  has  been  accomplished,  wo 
may  perhaps  be  able  to  trace  individual  pollen-tubes  right  to  the 
embryo- sac,  or  may  even  be  able  to  follow  it  into  the  archegonium 
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(Fig.  102a,  C).  They  penetrate  between  the  cells  of  the  neck, 
and  reach  the  oosphere  (C).  This  may  take  place  under  the 
influence  of  some  substance  given  off  from  the  oosphere,  and  which 
acts  as  a chemical  stimulus  upon  the  pollen-tube.  The  pollen- 
tubes  arrive  at  the  embryo- sac  through  the  conducting  tissue  of 
the  nucellus,  growing  in  the  direction  in  which  they  are  best 
nourished.  The  pollen-tube  is  densely  filled  with  fine  granules, 
which  the  addition  of  iodine  proves  to  be  starch.  In  specially 
favourable  cases  we  can  see  near  the  apex  two  nuclei,  surrounded 
by  protoplasm  and  behind  which  are  the  masses  of  starch.  These 
nuclei  are  much  clearer  in  alcohol  material,  from  which  C in  Fig. 
102a,  was  obtained. — The  subsequent  phenomena  must  be  studied 
in  alcohol  material.  According  to  the  approved  method,  we  pre- 
pare numerous  delicate  sections,  which  we  examine  in  glycerine. 
Sections  which  are  too  thick  can  be  rendered  more  transparent 
in  potash,  but  this  reagent  must  be  used  with  great  care ; the 
hardened  oospheres  can  also  be  removed  from  the  archegonia 
by  needles,  and  examined  by  themselves.  In  oospheres  as  yet 
unfertilized  (Fig.  102b,  A),  we  see  the  approximately  central 
nucleus  {on),  which  on  the  side  towards  the  neck  of  the  arche- 
gonium  always  appears  denser.  We  can  also  often  see  the  ventral 
canal  cell  (cl)  ; a nucleus  in  its  interior  is  usually  no  longer  identi- 
fiable, as  it  is  early  disorganized.  If  the  pollen-tube  has  penetrated 
to  the  oosphere,  we  may  be  able  to  see  a nucleus  in  the  oosphere, 
under  its  tip  (Fig.  102b,  B sn),  which  is  inferior  to  the  oosphere- 
nucleus  in  size.  In  order  to  obtain  such  a preparation  much 
patience  is  no  doubt  often  necessary.  The  small  nucleus  has  come 
from  the  pollen-tube,  and  is  distinguished  as  the  spermo-nucleus, 
that  appertaining  to  the  oosphere  being,  on  the  other  hand,  known 
as  the  00-nucleus.  The  tip  of  the  pollen  tube  of  Picea  is  finely 
porous,  in  species  of  Finns  it  shows  a clear  pit,  but  this  would  not 
serve  for  the  passage  of  the  nucleus.  The  membrane  of  the  apex 
of  the  pollen-tube  is,  however,  very  soft,  and  would  offer  no  con- 
siderable resistance  to  the  passage  of  the  nucleus,  just  as  the 
swollen  wall  of  the  apex  of  the  oogonium  of  Vauclieria,  offers  little 
resistance  to  the  passage  of  the  mass  of  plasma  which  is  squeezed 
through  it  prior  to  fertilization  (vide  p.  253).  Only  one  nucleus 
of  the  pollen-tube  fertilizes  the  oosphere;  while  the  other,  as  well 
as  the  starch-grains,  is  dissolved,  and  may  serve  towards  the 
nourishment  of  the  oospore.  The  spermo-nucleus  (sn)  which  we 
see  in  the  oosphere  is  equivalent  to  a spermatozoid,  and  differs 
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PiG.  102b. — Picea  vulgaris,  Lk.  a ripe  oospliere  with  nucleus,  on ; and  ventral  cacal 
cell,  cl.  B,  an  oosphere  during  fertilization;  sn,  the  spertno-nucleus ; on,  the  oo-nncleus  ; 
p,  the  tip  of  the  pollen-tube.  C,  an  oosphere  during  fertilization,  showing  the  conjugation 
of  spermo-  and  oo-nucleus.  D,  the  four  nuclei  in  the  end  of  the  oospore  remote  from  the 
neck,  only  two  of  which  can  be  seen,  since  they  all  lie  in  the  same  plane.  E,  the  nuclei  have 
divided  ; four  nuclei  lie  now  at  the  end,  and  four  others  more  in  the  body  of  the  oospore. 
F,  three  stages  of  cells  are  formed  in  the  end  of  the  oospore.  G,  the  middle  stage  has 
elongated,  and  carried  the  lowest  stage  into  the  endosperm.  The  cells  of  this  lowest  stage 
have  divided.  From  alcohol  material  ( x 90). 

from  the  spermatozoid  of  the  Vascular  Cryptogams  (which,  as  their 
development  shows,  consist  of  little  besides  nuclear  substance),  in 
the  main  only  in  its  simple  nuclear  form,  and  the  want  of  organs  of 
motion.  In  these  cases,  where  the  spermo-nucleus  is  taken  by  the 
pollen-tube  to  the  place  where  it  is  wanted,  these  latter  have  become 
superfluous,  and  the  simplification  of  its  form  is  no  doubt  due  to 
the  same  causes,  since  the  corkscrew  shape  of  the  spermatozoids 
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of  Vascular  Cryptogams  certainly  has  reference  to  their  move- 
ment. The  spermo-nncleus  thus  penetrated  into  the  oospliere 
soon  increases  in  size,  just  as  do  the  spcrmo-nucleus-forming 
spermatozoids  of  animals  after  their  entrance  into  the  ovum,  and 
moves  towards  the  oo-nucleus.  Preparations  may  be  found  which 
show  the  two  nuclei  in  course  of  fusion  (C).  The  nucleus  re- 
sulting from  their  fusion  is  distinguished  as  the  embryo-nucleus. 
The  next  stages  take  the  embryo-nucleus  into  the  end  of  the 
oospore  remote  from  the  neck,  where,  by  repeated  bipartition,  it 
forms  four  nuclei  lying  in  the  same  plane  (D).  These  are  sepa- 
rated from  one  another  laterally  by  partition  walls.  They  repeat 
their  bipartition  towards  the  interior  o^  the  oospore,  and  become 
separated  from  one  another  in  this  direction  also  (E).  The  four 
nuclei  lying  at  the  end  of  the  oospore  again  divide  in  the  same 
direction,  and.  the  resulting  nuclei  which  lie  nearest  to  the  end  of 
the  oospore  once  more  divide.  Ultimately  therefore,  at  that  end 
of  the  oospore  which  is  farthest  from  the  neck,  we  find  three 
stages,  each  of  four  cells,  and  above  these,  in  the  general  body 
of  the  oospore,  four  free  nuclei  (F).  These  free  nuclei  enlarge 
very  considerably,  and  later  on  sink.  Of  the  three  stages  of 
cells,  that  which  is  nearest  to  the  neck  remains  as  a four-celled 
rosette  at  the  base  of  the  archegonium,  the  median  ones  elongate, 
forming  the  “ embryonal  tubes,”  from  which  the  suspensor  is 
formed,  and  carry  the  cells  which  were  most  remote  from  the  neck 
of  the  archegonium  down  into  the  tissue  of  the  prothalliuni  ((9). 
These  last  cells  constitute  the  rudimentary  embryo.  They  are 
distinguished  from  the  first  by  their  richer  contents,  and  soon 
divide  into  two  (so  early  as  G),  and  then  into  three  stages. 

We  can  use  the  same  fir,  Picea  vulgaris,  Lk.,  in  order  to  study 
older  ovules  with  rudimentary  embryos.  We  can  either  use  the 
material  fresh,  and  at  intervals  of  about  eight  days,  or  the  material 
can  at  similar  intervals  be  laid  in  alcohol.  Such  material  can 
only  come  into  consideration  provided  the  investigation  is  not 
spread  over  a long  period. — The  rudimentary  embryo  rapidly 
increases  in  s/ze  and  in  number  of  cells  by  the  formation  of 
periclinal,  anticlinal,  and  radial  walls,  and  takes  the  form  of  tlie 
adjoining  Fig.  102c,  A.  These  divisions  preclude  from  the  very 
first  the  existence  of  an  apical  cell.  After  the  embryo  has  furthe.'* 
enlarged,  its  hinder  end  begins  to  develop  tubularly,  and'  adds  to 
the  embryonal-tubes,  so  that  the  “ suspensor”  formed  from  these 
becomes  more  and  more  massive.  The  rudimentary  embryo  itself 
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Fig.  102c.  — Picea  vulgaris.  A,  yoang  rnrlimentary  embrj'o  in  optical  section  (x240J. 
B,  older  rudimentary  embryo  in  optical  section.  Tlie  rudimentary  root  and  growing 
point  of  the  stem  are  already  complete  ( x 27).  C,  half-ripe  embryo  seen  from  the  outside. 
D,  the  same  in  longitudinal  section  ; and  E,  in  apical  view  (x27).  F,  longitudinal  section 
through  a ripe  seed,  showing  : c,  cotyledons  ; h,  liyiiocotyl ; pi,  apex  of  the  plerome  the 
root ; cp,  root-cap  ; cl,  its  central  column  ; m,  pith ; op,  procambial  ring  in  the  hypocotyl 
(X  10). 
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assumes  a cylindrical  form,  becomes  opaque,  and  is  then  very 
sharply  contrasted  with  the  transparent  suspensor.  When  the 
opaque  portion  has  obtained  a length  of  about  0’5  mm.  the  rudi- 
ment of  a root  can  (after  the  use  of  potash,  creosote,  or  chloral 
hydrate  has  made  it  transparent)  be  made  out  in  its  interior. 
This  is  differentiated  at  about  0T5  mm.  distance  from  the  apex, 
and  always  by  periclinal  divisions  within  a layer  of  semi-globularly 
arranged  cells  (Fig.  102c,  B).  Henceforth  this  root-apex  adds 
to  the  length  of  the  embryonic  axis  posteriorly  by  its  growth. 
Soon  the  other  end  of  the  embryonic  axis  bulges  in  its  middle 
portion  (B),  in  order  to  form  the  growing-apex  of  the  stem. 
Around  this  then  arise  in  considerable  number  the  rudiments  of 
the  seed-leaves  or  cotyledons  ((7,  H,  and  E).  Now  all  the  parts  of 
the  embryo  are  present,  and  need  only  to  grow  in  order  to  attain 
the  structure  visible  in  the  ripe  seed. — Hitherto  we  have  concerned 
ourselves  solely  with  the  more  strongly  developing  embryo,  Avhich 
ultimately  is  alone  present ; but  in  reality  several  if  not  all  of 
the  archegonia  give  rise  to  rudimentary  embryos.  All  these  rudi- 
ments grow  back  into  the  long  axis  of  the  body  of  the  pro- 
thallium ; that  one,  however,  which  originates  before  the  others, 
and  first,  therefore,  makes  use  of  the  food-materials  stored  in  the 
tissue  of  the  prothallus,  develops  more  strongly,  and  ultimately 
crushes  back  all  others.  At  the  time  when  the  cotyledons  show 
themselves,  the  rudimentary  embryo  already  lies  with  its  apex  at 
the  base  of  the  embryo  sac.  With  further  growth  tlire  radicular  end 
must  now  be  again  thrust  back,  and  ultimately  attains  the  position 
whence  the  whole  development  started.  The  suspensor  is  pressed 
upwards,  and  ultimately  reduced  to  a knot  of  disordered  cells. 
The  individual  cell-rows  constituting  it  separate  easily  from  one 
another  (C). 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

THE  ANDBCECIUM  OF  ANGIOSPEEMS. 

0 

Material  Wanted. 

Flower-buds  of  various  ages  of  the  Day  Lily  {Hemerocallis  fulva). 
Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  July.  Any  other  large  liliaceous  flower 
will  do — e.g.,  any  Lily,  Tulip,  Hyacinth — thus  providing  fresh 
material  for  various  times  in  the  year. 

The  same  of  Tradescantia  virginica  (July),  or  of  a Leucojum. 

Flower-buds,  ready  to  open,  of  the  Evening  Primrose  {CEnotliera 
biennis),  Epilobium,  or  Fuchsia.  Fresh. 

Flowers  of  Hollyhock  or  Mallow  (July),  any  Curcurbit,  Calluna 
vulgaris  (the  Ling),  or  other  heath.  Azalea,  or  Itliododendron. 
Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

Quite  freshly-opened  flowers  of  Sweet  Pea,  Paeony,  or  Everlasting 
Pea.  Fresh. 

The  male  sexual  organs  of  an  Angiospermous  flower  form  col- 
lectively the  andrcecium.  The  individual  stamen^  consists  of  a 
usually  thread-like  stalk,  the  filament,  and  the  anther.  This  last 
is  formed  of  two  longitudinal  halves  or  anther-lohes,  which  are 
separated  by  the  upper  part  of  the  filament,  the  so-called  con- 
nective. It  is  desirable,  however,  to  include  the  connective  with 
the  anther.  In  the  tissue  of  each  anther-lobe  are  usually  im- 
mersed two  compartments,  or  pollen-sacs.  Each  compartment 
corresponds  with  a microsporangium. — We  first  inform  ourselves 
about  the  stamen  of  some  one  of  the  large-flowered  Liliaceie ; for 
example,  Hemerocallis  fulva,  a hardy  herbaceous  perennial  very 
widely  cultivated  in  gardens,  or  any  of  the  still  more  universally 
cultivated  white  or  tiger  Lilies,  Tulij),  Crown  Imperial,  etc.,  will 
do  equally  well.  The  yellow  filament  is  here  very  long,  becomes 
thinner  towards  its  upper  end,  and  tapers  very  sharply  at  the 
place  of  insertion  of  the  anther.  This  latter  is  brown  in  He- 
merocallis, and  movable  (versatile)  upon  the  filament.  The  con- 
nective can  be  followed  along  the  outer  side  of  the  anther  as  a 
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thin  stripe  between  the  two  anther-lobes.  The  ripe  pollen,  ob- 
^.erved  dry  upon  the  object-slide,  shows  the  form  of  coffee-berriea 
the  general  form  in  Liliaceoe.  It  appears  yellow,  ornamented 
with  a network  of  ridges  on  its  surface.  If,  while  examining,  we 
allow  water  to  enter  from  the  edge  of  the  cover-glass,  we  see  that 
each  pollen-grain,  as  soon  as  wetted,  levels  up  its  furrow,  strongly 
bulges  out  on  the  corresponding  side,  and  takes  the  form  of  a 
unilaterally  flattened  ellipsoid.  The  membrane  of  the  previously 
furrowed  part  shows  a relatively  considerable  thickness,  is  colour- 
less, has  no  markings,  and  is  limited  sharply  against  the  sculptured, 
brownish  membrane.  Careful  focussing  of  a pollen-grain  in  a 
favourable  position  shows  us  that  only  a single  skin  surrounds 
the  pollen-grain,  that  the  colourless  part  thins  off  at  its  edges  and 
passes  direct  into  the  coloured.  Between  the  grains  in  the  pre- 
paration orange-red  oil  is  everywhere  present,  and  clings  also  to 
the  surface  of  the  grains,  giving  to  them  in  the  dry  state  their 
yellow  coloration.  The  contents  of  the  pollen-grain  appear  grey 
and  finely  granular.  After  a short  time,  during  which  the  pollen- 
grain  slowly  and  continuously  enlarges,  it  bursts  and  empties  its 
contents,  in  the  form  of  a worm,  into  the  surrounding  water.  In 
sugar  solution  of  suitable  concentration  the  grains  round  off 
without  bursting,  and  can  be  examined  uninjured.  If  we  allow 
concentrated  sulphuric  acid  to  act  upon  the  pollen-grains,  the  colour- 
less smooth  part  of  their  wall  is  at  once  dissolved,  while  the 
sculptured,  brownish  part,  on  the  other  hand,  resists  : it  is  cuti- 
cularized.  The  cuticularized  portion  has  therefore,  in  the  open 
anther,  where  the  pollen-grain  is  furrowed,  to  serve  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  entire  grain.  As  can  be  seen  upon  the  dry  grains, 
the  edges  of  the  cuticularized  parts  are  in  contact  along  the  fold, 
or  furrow,  so  that  the  non- cuticularized  portion  lies  completely 
concealed  in  the  fold.  It  first  comes  into  view  when  the  grain 
swells,  .and  grows  out  into  the  pollen-tube.  An  extine  and  an 
intine — ^.e.,  a special  outer  and  inner  coat — is,  however,  as  we  see, 
not  to  be  distinguished  upon  the  pollen-grains  of  SemerocalUs, 
because  the  wall  nowhere  shows  a double  composition.  Its  cuti- 
cularized portion  functionates  as  an  extine,  while  the  non-cuticu- 
larized  part  behaves  just  as  does  the  intine  in  other  cases. — Under 
the  influence  of  sulphuric  acid  the  structure  of  the  cuticularized 
membrane  is  veiy  clear.  Examined  from  above  with  strong 
magnification,  it  shows  a meandering  network  with  elegantly  wavy 
walls.  In  many  meshes  we  can  see  lying  a blue  body,  with 


STRUCT  URL  Of  THE  ANTIIEK. 


313 


irregalar  outline,  wiiich  represents  the  oil,  previously  yellow,  but 
become  blue  with  sulphuric  acid.  The  cuticularized  membrane 
itself  has  become  yellow.  If  we  now  focus  for  the  optical  section, 
we  recognise  readily  a connected  basal  wall,  upon  which  are  the 
projecting  ridges.  The  ridges  are  swollen  at  their  outer  angles, 
so  that  in  optical  section  they  appear  club-shaped.  In  surface- 
view  the  areas  at  the  bottom  of  the  meshes  appear  finely  dotted, 
and  the  optical  section  shows  that  these  dots  are  in  reality  minute 
knobs,  which  are  upon  the  basal  wall.  After  some  hours’  action 
of  the  sulphuric  acid,  the  membrane  assumes  a red-brown  colora- 
tion, while  the 
contents  of  the 
pollen  - grain, 
which  have 
come  out,  are 
at  the  same 
time  stained 
rose-red,  a re- 
action which 
protoplasm 
often  shows 
with  sulphuric 
acid." 

We  now  pre- 
pare cross-sec- 
tions through 
the  anthers ; 
first  it  would 
be  well  to 
turn  to  a 
flower-bud 
only  about 
t w 0 - 1 h i r d s 

grown,  and  cut  cross-sections  through  this.  The  sections  of  the 
perianth  are  then  removed  from  the  preparation  with  the  needles. 
Although  we  have  chosen  so  young  a flower  for  investigation,  we 
nevertheless  find  all  the  pollen-sacs  open.  Their  opening  is  effected 
very  easily,  and  is  brought  about  by  the  pressure  of  the  razor  in 
cutting.  The  adjoining  figure  (Fig.  104,  A)  will  assist  our  con- 
ception. The  walls  of  the  pollen-sacs  separate  away  (aty>)  from 
the  partition  walls  separating  the  two  sacs  of  each  anther-lobe. 


Fig.  104. — HcmerocalUs  fulva.  A,  cross-section  throug-h  an  almost 
ripe  anther,  with  pollen-sacs  opened  by  cutting ; p,  the  partition 
wall  between  the  sacs;  /,  flbro- vasal  bundle  of  tbe  connective; 
a,  groove  along  the  connective  ( X 14 ).  B,  cross-section  through 
a young  anther  (x  28).  C,  Part  of  the  previous  cross-section  of 
a sac.  e,  epidermis ; /,  the  fibrous  layer  [mesothecium]  formed 
later;  c,  the  layer  to  be  displaced;  t,  the  tapetal  layer,  to  be  re- 
sorbed later  on  ; pm,  pollen  mother-cells  ( x 210 ).  D and  E,  division 
of  the  pollen  mother-cells  ( x 24X) ). 
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Hence  sncli  an  antlier  when  rijie  is  commonly,  by  systcmatists, 
said  to  be  “ 2-celled.”  They  thus  reduce  their  curvature.  The 
two  anther-lobes  are  connected  together  by  the  narrow  connective, 
traversed  by  a fibro-vasal  bundle  (/).  If  we  now  examine  the 
cross-section  with  stronger  magnification,  we  see  most  outwardly 
the  epidermis  of  flat  cells  filled  with  violet  cell-sap.  These 
epidermal  cells  are  bulged  outwards.  At  the  edges  of  the  walls  of 
the  sacs  they  are  rapidly  reduced  to  a small  height.  Here  the 
separation  from  the  middle  partition  wall  takes  place.  Stomata 
are  scattered  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  anthers.  A small  air- 
chamber  lies  under  each  of  these.  To  the  epidermis  follows,  on 
the  wall  of  the  sac,  a single  layer  of  comparatively  high  cells,  with 
annular  thickenings,  the  so-called  librous-layer  or  mesothecium. 
The  rings  on  these  cells  are  arranged  perpendicularly  to  the 
surface ; they  pass  over  partially  into  spiral  thickenings,  and 
branch  frequently  into  a network.  Towards  the  dorsal  side  of  the 
anther  the  walls  of  the  sac  become  gradually  thicker,  the  fibrous 
layer  being  doubled.  The  remainder  of  the  body  of  the  anther  is 
likewise  constructed  of  fibrous  cells.  Only  the  cells  which  sur- 
round the  fibro-vasal  bundle  of  the  connective,  and  those  (p)  which 
form  the  partition  wall  between  the  pollen-sacs,  are  without 
thickening  ridges.  In  order  to  prepare  surface-sections  of  the 
anther,  we  again  select  a flower-bud  about  two-thirds  developed. 
The  surface-sections  show  that  over  the  sacs  the  epidermal  cells 
are  longitudinally,  the  cells  of  the  fibrous  layer,  on  the  other  hand, 
are  transversely,  elongated.  Not  so  on  the  dorsal  surface  of  the 
anther,  where  the  fibrous  cells  appear  more  isodiametric.  Over 
the  sacs  the  thickenins:  rido^es  on  the  outer  side  of  the  fibrous  cells 
are  weaker,  often  scarcely  recognisable.  In  drying,  the  cells  of 
the  fibrous  layer  contract  in  tangential  direction  transverse  to  the 
long  axis  of  the  loculus ; they  are  hindered  in  radial  contraction 
by  the  thickening  ridges.  On  the  outer  surfaces,  where  the  thick- 
ening ridges  are  weak,  the  contraction  of  the  fibrous  cells  has  more 
effect,  whence  the  outward  curvature  which  results  in  the  rupture 
of  the  loculi.2 — Often  in  Angiosperms,  as  in  Taxus,  the  thickening 
is  entirely  wanting  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  fibrous  cells  of  the 
wall  of  the  sac,  so  that  the  thickening  ridges  show  U-shaped 
or  basket-shaped  figures  open  towards  the  exterior ; it  is  clear  that 
such  a disposition  assists  the  Avail  of  the  sac  in  becoming  concave  on 
its  outer  side. — In  order  to  study  closely  the  relations  of  the  fil-a- 
inent  Avith  the  anther,  we  prepare  a median  longitudinal  section 
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M’lilcli  falls  between  tlie  two  antber-lobes,  througli  tlie  upper  part 
of  the  stamen.  We  see  the  filament  thin  off  very  strongly  at  the 
point  of  insertion  of  the  anther.  Its  bundle  enters  into  the  con- 
nective, and  passes  through  it,  gradually  becoming  attenuated, 
almost  to  the  apex  of  the  anther.  The  non-fibrous  cells,  sur- 
rounding the  fibro- vasal  bundle,  which  we  saw  in  the  cross-section, 
can  likewise  be  followed  out  of  the  filament  into  the  connective. 
In  order  to  obtain  closed  pollen-sacs  in  cross-sections,  we  must  go 
back  successively  to  younger  and  younger  flower-buds  so  long  as 
it  proves  necessary  (Fig.  104,  B). 

Now  prepare  cross-sections  through  a flower-bud  about  j inch 
high,  and  we  shall  find  the  walls  of  the  sacs  consisting,  besides 
the  epidermis  (Fig.  104,  G,  e),  of  two  or  three  layers  of  flat  (/,  c), 
and  one  layer  of  radially  elongated  cells  These  last  surround 

the  entire  sac.  The  interior  is  filled  with  polygonal  pollen 
mother- cells. 

If  we  next  prepare  cross-sections  through  a flower-bud  about 

inch  in  height,  we  shall  see  the  pollen  mother-cells  already 
isolated  and  in  course  of  division.  These  pollen  mother-cells  are 
recognisable  by  their  white,  thick,  strongly  refractive  wall ; their 
contents  are  divided  into  two,  or  already  into  four  cells,  which  lie 
in  one  (Fig.  104,  D),  or  in  two  planes  at  right  angles  (Fig.  104,  E). 
These  pollen-grains,  therefore,  like  spores,  are  produced  by  quadri- 
partition  inside  their  mother-cells.  The  wall  of  the  anther  is 
lined  by  tapetal  cells,  which  are  filled  with  yellow-brown  contents. 
These  constitute  the  innermost  layer  (t)  clothing  the  sac.  In 
the  next  older  flower-buds  the  walls  of  the  pollen  mother-cells  are 
dissolved ; the  young  pollen-grains  lie  free ; the  tapetal  cells  have 
for  the  most  part  lost  their  independence,  their  contents  have 
penetrated  between  the  young  pollen-grains.  The  layer  of  flat- 
tened cells  (/)  underlying  the  epidermis  has  strongly  developed, 
and  forms  the  fibrous  layer,  Avhile  the  next  inner  layer  is  crushed 
and  disorganized.  Ultimately,  as  still  older  buds  show,  the  un- 
consumed portion  of  the  tapetal  cells,  especially  in  the  periphery 
of  the  sac,  takes  on  an  intense  yellow-brown  coloration,  a glis- 
tening oily  appearance,  and  so  forms  the  oily  substance  which 
clings  around  and  upon  the  pollen-grains. 

The  species  of  the  genus  Lilium  agree  with  HemerocalUs.  The 
processes  of  differentiation  in  the  anther  commence  here,  however, 
later.  In  flower-buds  of  the  white  Lily,  Lilium  candidum,  of  L. 
croceum  and  others,  four-fifths  of  an  inch  high,  the  pollen  mother- 
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cells  first  begin  to  dimle.  In  cross-sections  tlirongli  fresli  flower- 
bnds  the  large  tapetal  cells  are  verj  striking  from  tbe  yellow- 
brown  coloration  of  their  contents.  The  liypodermal  cells,  as 
well  as  all  the  others  which  are  later  on  provided  with  thickening 
ridsres,  are  densely  filled  with  starch-g-rains. 

Fiinkia  ovata  [May]  provides  likewise  a very  favourable  object 
for  investigation,  and  agrees  with  Hemerocallis  and  Lilium,  as  also 
do  Agapanthus  umhellatus  [Greenhouse,  April]  and  many  others. 
Tulipa  [the  Tulips,  April,  May],  and  Hyacinthus  orientalis  [the 
Hyacinth,  January — May]  are  likewise  good  to  use.  In  Tulipa 
the  filament  under  the  anther  tapers  so  sharply  that  this  latter 
will  draw  off ; in  Hyacinthus  the  anthers  are  almost  sessile  on  the 
perianth  segments. 

Tradescantia  virghiica  does  not  cut  so  well,  but  we  examine  them 
with  respect  to  their  pollen-grains.  Cross-sections  through  flower- 
buds  which  have  attained  about  two-thirds  of  their  definite  length, 
show  us  the  two  halves  of  the  anther  separated  by  a connective 
elongated  somewhat  considerably  in  cross-direction.  The  walls  of 
the  sacs  are  already  reduced  to  two  layers,  and  the  thickening 
ridges  already  formed  in  the  inner  layer.  The  young  pollen-grains 
lie  embedded  in  a yellow-brown  substance,  the  origin  of  which  from 
the  tapetal  cells  is  already  known  to  us.  The  partition  wall 
between  the  two  sacs  of  each  anther-lobe  is  here  sti’ongly  devel- 
oped, and  projects  so  far,  that  externally  scarcely  any  depression 
between  the  two  sacs  is  to  be  seen.  At  the  place  of  insertion  of 
the  walls  of  the  sac  upon  the  partition- wall,  the  fibrous  layer  ends 
suddenly,  and  here  also  the  dehiscence  takes  place  later  on.  Sur- 
face examination  of  the  walls  of  the  sacs  shows  in  this  case  also 
a longitudinal  direction  of  the  epidermal  cells,  a radial  direction  of 
the  fibrous  cells,  and  an  almost  complete  absence  of  thickening 
ridges  on  the  outer  wall  of  the  cells. 

If  we  examine  with  a lens  the  stamens  of  a bud  which  is  ready 
to  expand,  we  shall  see  the  beautiful  sulphur-yellow  anthers  fixed 
upon  violet  filaments  covered  with  violet  hairs.  The  dry  pollen- 
grains  are  folded  (or  grooved)  on  one  side  (Fig.  105,  A). 

In  water  the  fold  is  levelled  out,  and  the  grains  become  almost 
ellipsoid  ; but  the  side  which  was  furrowed  is  more  strongly  bulged. 
Its  membrane  is  decorated  with  fine  sinuous  lines ; the  furrowed 
side  also  shows  this  structure,  and  is  distinguished  only  by  its 
somewhat  brighter  coloration,  and  somewhat  weaker  cuticulariza- 
tion.  In  the  finely  granular  contents  can  be  distinguished  two 
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brighter  homogeneous-looking  spots  (B).  These  are  the  two 
nuclei,  of  which  the  one  appears  worm-shaped,  and  the  other 
elliptic.  The  other  contents  of  the  pollen-grains  are  pretty  uni- 
formly finely  granular.  The  pollen-grains  after  some  time  begin 
to  flatten,  whereby  the  nuclei,  together  with  the  contents,  are 
pressed  out.  The  two  nuclei  can  be  seen  very  beautifully  if  the 
pollen-grains  are  crushed  in  a drop  of  acetic  methyl-green,  or 
acetic  iodine-green.  The  worm-shaped  nucleus  stains  more  deeply, 
and  in  coming  out  often  elongates  considerably.  If  the  pollen- 
grains  are  placed  in  the  reagents  in  question,  but  without  crush- 
ing, the  nuclei  show  in 
their  natural  position  in- 
side the  grain,  the  worm- 
nucleus  always 
staining  very  strongly, 
the  elliptic,  on  the  other 
hand,  somewhat  more 
weakly.  The  rest  of  the 
-grain  remains  at 
the  same  time  unstained. 

water  have  a drop  of  po- 
tassium-iodide-iodine solu- 
tion added,  we  see,  after  crushing  the  grain,  numerous  small  blue 
starch-granules  in  the  extruded  yellow-brown  contents. — If  we  go 
back  to  the  younger  flowers,  and  remove  the  anthers  from  a bud 
about  j inch  long,  and  crush  them  in  water,  we  shall  see  part  of 
the  pollen-grains  with  one  nucleus,  part,  as  in  Fig.  105  C,  where 
two  nuelei  lie  close  together.  These  two  nuclei  are,  however, 
separated  by  a curved  partition  wall,  which  encloses  one  nucleus 
together  with  a little  protoplasm.  This  cell,  in  basal  outline  almost 
circular,  lies  always  upon  the  flatter  side  of  the  grain,  which  later 
on  is  opposed  to  the  fold,  or  furrow.  In  somewhat  older  flower- 
buds  we  can  see  that  this  cell  has  separated  from  the  wall  of  the 
pollen-grain,  and  nes  free  in  the  contents  of  the  grain.  It  has 
elongated,  and  correspondingly  thinned,  and  at  the  same  time 
tapered  at  both  ends ; with  the  exception  of  the  two  ends,  it  is 
filled  by  its  nucleus.^  In  pollen-grains  which  are  almost  ripe,  the 
special  boundary  around  this  nucleus  has  disappeared ; it  lies 
therefore  completely  free,  and  has  elongated  still  more  vermi- 
formly.  Comparison  with  the  Gymnosperms  induces  us  at  firrst  to 


If  the  pollen-grains  in 


shaped 


A B C 


Fig.  105. — Tradcscaniia  Virginica.  A,  pollen  grain 
dry  ; B,  in  water;  C,  young  pollen-grain  in  water, 
showing  the  reproductive  and  vegetative  cells 
(x  540). 
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consider  the  small  cell  as  the  vegetative  one ; in  point  of  fact, 
however,  it  is  the  generative  cell,  and  it  is  its  moi’e  deeply  stain- 
ing nnclens  which  effects  fertilization.® — These  observations  can, 
as  far  as  the  youngest  stages  are  concei-ned,  be  carried  on  in  pure 
water  ; for  the  oldest  stages  we  must  bring  acetic  methyl-green 
or  acetic  iodine-green  to  our  aid. — The  species  of  Leucojum  [Snow- 
flake] agree  with  Tradescantia. 

The  Crown  Imperial,  Fritillaria  imperialis,  presents  another 
favourable  object  for  investigation.  In  sections  of  alcohol  material, 
lirst  placed  in  water,  and  then  stained  with  logwood,  the  two 
nuclei  in  each  pollen-grain  can  be  seen  very  beautifully. 

If  we  open  a bud  of  CEnothera  hien7iis  [the  Evening  Pi’imrose] 
which  is  ready  to  expand,  we  shall  find  that  the  anthers  have  already 
dehisced  and  set  free  their  pollen.  These  latter  are  suspended 
between  the  anthers  by  cobweb-like  threads.  If  such  threads  are 
stretched  out  upon  an  object-slide,  they  appear  under  the  micro- 
scope as  exceedingly  delicate  threads,  partly  stretched  straight, 
partly  tangled.  The  pollen-grains  in  a dry  state  are  opaque,  but 
their  three-cornered  form  is  at  once  noticeable.  In  water,  with 
stronger  magnification,  they  show  as  flattened,  symmetrically 
triangular  bodies,  with  rounded  projecting  angles.  At  the  base  of 
each  of  these  rounded  corners  an  annular  thickening  of  the  mem- 
brane of  the  pollen-grain  is  to  be  seen.  The  contents  of  the  pollen- 
grain  appear  finely  granular;  the  two  nuclei  are  only  recognisable 
in  the  contents  of  the  ripe  grain  with  extreme  difficulty.  In 
sulphuric  acid  the  pollen  membrane  assumes  a red-brown  colour. 
By  it  an  outer,  thin,  yellow-coloured  layer  is  raised  from  the  body 
of  the  pollen-grain,  forming  folds  upon  an  inner,  thicker,  red-brown 
layer.  Both  layers  coalesce  in  the  wall  of  the  corners.  From  the 
side  walls  of  the  corners  fine  teeth  project  inwards,  so  that  these 
walls  appear  as  if  porous.  The  apex  of  the  corners  is  dissolved 
by  the  sulphuric  acid.  The  fine  threads,  binding  the  pollen-grains 
together,  resist  water,  sulphuric  acid,  and  potash,  and  are  insoluble 
also  in  alcohol.  If  the  grains  are  treated  wdth  25  per  cent,  chromic 
acid,  their  membrane  is  soon  dissolved,  and  in  all  cases  the 
strongly  cuticularized  portion  somewhat  earlier  than  that  which  is 
either  not,  or  but  slightly  cuticularized,  which  remains  for  a time 
as  colourless  swollen  caps  on  the  projecting  corners  of  the  plasmic 
contents.  Later  on,  these  also  are  dissolved;  and  ultimately  even 
the  cobweb  threads  between  the  grains  do  not  resist  the  chi-omic 
acid. — From  the  stigma  of  an  older  flower  pollen-grains  can  be 
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lifted  off  wliicli  have  already  developed  pollen-tubes.  The  form- 
ation of  tubes  takes  place  commonly  only  at  one  corner,  or  else, 
of  the  tubes  formed,  only  one  further  develops.  The  membrane 
of  the  tube  is  continuous  with  the  side-walls  of  the  corner;  a 
specially  limited  inline  is  not  present, ^ 

Longitudinal  sections  of  the  arms  of  the  style  of  flowers  which 
are  past  their  prime,  will  show  the  pollen-tubes  developed  from 
the  corners  of  the  pollen-grains,  traversing  the  tissue  of  the  style. 
Witli  magenta  the  contents  of  the  pollen-grains  and  tubes  will  com- 
monly stain  deeply,  the  tissue  of  the  style  only  very  slightly ; and 
hence  the  pollen-tubes  can  be  traced  with  great  ease,  and  often  in 
large  numbers.  Instead  of  GEnotJiera,  an  Epilohium  [Willowherb] 
or  a Fuchsia  can  be  used  for  the  investigation. 

We  will  consider  still  some  other  pollen-grains  of  specially 
characteristic  form.  The  Malvaceae  are  distinguished  by  remark- 
ably large  pollen-grains  ; we  examine  those  of  the  Hollyhock , 
Altlicea  rosea.  In  water  these  appear  globular,  opaque,  studded 
with  colourless  spines.  They  become  very  beautifully  transparent 
in  carbolic  acid  and  in  chloral  hydrate,  mucli  less  so  in  oil  of 
cloves,  still  less  in  oil  of  lemon.  The  preparations  are  best  in 
carbolic  acid,  so  that  we  will  keep  to  this.  Their  surface  view 
shows  us  that  the  colourless  membrane  is  studded,  at  approxi- 
mately equal  distances,  with  large  pointed  spines.  Between  these 
are  scattered  others,  short,  blunt,  of  variable  thickness.  Regularly 
distributed  circular  openings,  appearing  rose-coloured,  traverse 
the  membrane.  The  basal  surface  of  the  membrane  is  finely 
punctate.  The  contents  of  the  pollen-grain  appear  uniformly 
finely  granular,  the  nuclei  are  very  difficult  to  distinguish.  The 
optical  section  of  the  grain  shows  us  clearly  the  form  of  the 
large  and  small  spines,  and  of  the  canals  penetrating  the  membrane. 
An  exceedingly  delicate,  but  nevertheless  existing,  inline  can  be 
traced  only  as  a boundary  to  the  contents ; it  bulges  a little, 
papilla-like,  into  the  canals  of  the  extine.  In  concentrated  sul- 
phuric acid  the  extine  is  quickly  stained  red-brown,  and  its  struc- 
ture is  then  very  clearly  shown. 

The  pollen-grains  of  most  other  Malvaceae  resemble  those  of 
Althcea.  In  Malva  crispa,  a hardy  annual  species  not  infre- 
quently cultivated,  for  example,  the  pollen-grains  are  shaped  just 
as  in  Althcea,  excepting  that  the  spines  on  the  membrane  are  all 
alike ; between  the  spines  lay  scattered  the  pores  or  canals ; the 
membrane  appears  besides  finely  punctate. 
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We  will  use  the  large  pollen-grains  of  Altluea  rosea,  or  of  Malva 
crispa,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  sections  through  them.  Bear- 
ing in  mind  the  very  trifling  difference  between  the  two,  we  will, 
however,  mahe  use  of  the  latter.  IVtaterial  hardened  in  alcohol  i.s 
best  for  our  purpose,  and  we  lay  it  before  use  in  a mixture  of  equal 
parts  alcohol  and  glycerine.  We  prepare  a thick  solution  of  gum, 
to  which  we  add  a small  quantity  of  glycerine,  place  a drop  of  this 
solution  upon  the  smooth  end  of  a piece  of  elder-pith,  and  place 
some  pollen-grains  on  the  drop.  These  are  mixed  with  the  gum, 
and  then  the  drop  either  allowed  to  dry  in  the  air,  the  elder-pith 


Fig.  lOiA. — Pollen-grains  of  Malva  crispa.  A,  Piece  of  a grain  seen  from  the  surface. 
B,  Portion  of  a section  through,  a grain.  C,  a pollen-grain  removed  from  the  stigma,  and 
showing  pollen-tubes.  D,  portion  of  a similar  grain  in  optical  section.  (.4,  B,  and 
D,  X 540,  C,  X 240). 

being  placed  in  a perpendicular  position,  or  else  hardened  by 
laying  for  several  hours  in  alcohol.  After  this  has  happened,  we 
prepare  delicate  sections  through  the  gum  with  a sharp  razor. 
The  sections  can  be  small  to  any  degree,  but  must  be  exceedingly 
thin.  They  are  laid  in  water  or  in  dilute  glycerine,  whereby  the 
gum  is  dissolved  and  the  enclosed  sections  of  pollen-grains  are  set 
free.  In  such  sections  the  structure  of  the  wall  of  the  pollen- 
grains  can  be  studied  in  all  its  peculiarities.  Such  a section  of 
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Malva  crisjja  (Fig.  104a,  B),  shows  the  extine  to  consist  most 
exteriorly  of  a delicate  outer  layer  beset  with  spines,  next  a delicate 
“ rodlet  layer,”  which  corresponds  with  the  dots  seen  in  surface 
view  (Fig.  104a,  A),  and  a thick  homogeneous  inner  layer,  forming 
convex  projections  inwards.  The  intine  is  swollen  under  the  canal- 
like openings,  elsewhere  forms  a delicate  skin.  If  such  a section  is 
treated  with  chlorzinc-iodine,  the  outer  layer  of  the  extine  and  the 
spines  scarcely  stain  at  all,  the  thickening  layer  of  the  extine  stains 
yellow-brown,  and  the  intine  blue.  The  cortex  of  the  pollen-grains 
swell  and  colour  violet,  owing  to  the  presence  of  the  starch-grains, 
which  swell  and  colour.  The  unstained  as  well  as  the  stained 
sections,  provided  they  are  extremely  thin  and  strongly  magnified, 
show  us  that  the  pores  of  the  extine  are  closed  externally  by  a very 
delicate  membrane,  the  ou,termost  layer  of  the  extine,  which  passes 
over  them.  Delicate  sections  through  the  contents  in  perfectly 
ripe  pollen-grains  no  longer  allow  us  to  recognise  the  two  nuclei 
which  previously  were  present  and  readily  recognisable.  As  we 
may  readily  assume,  they  have  fallen  into  small  fragments. 

If  we  examine  the  stigma  of  an  old  flower  of  Malva  crispa  under 
the  simple  microscope,  or  with  a strong  lens,  numerous  pollen- 
grains  will  be  found  upon  it.  On  the  side  turned  towards  the 
stigma  these  will  have  produced  numerous  pollen-tubes.  If  such 
a grain,  the  pollen-tubes  of  which  are  still  short,  be  removed  and 
examined,  we  can  readily  determine  that  the  pollen-tubes  come 
from  the  canals  or  pores  of  the  membrane  of  the  grain  (Fig.  I04a, 
G).  This  is  shown  still  more  beautifully  in  optical  section, 
after  the  grain  has  been  made  transparent  in  carbolic  acid  (Fig. 
I04a,  D). 

The  large  pollen-grains  of  the  species  of  Cucurhita  have 
always  been  specially  noticeable  for  the  valves  which  close  the 
places  of  egress  in  the  extine.  In  water,  yellow  oil-drops  come 
off  from  the  surface  of  the  extine,  the  grains  soon  evacuate  their 
contents,  and  the  structure  of  the  membrane  then  becomes  clear. 
The  extine  is  studded  with  regularly  distributed  large  spines,  and 
between  them  very  numerous  small  ones.  The  places  of  egress 
are  round,  the  valve  is  lifted  up,  either  on  one  side  or  altogether, 
by  the  papilla-like  bulgingof  the  intine.  The  valve  has  the  struc- 
ture of  the  surrounding  extine,  and  bears  one  or  more  spines. 
Very  good  figures  are  obtained  in  oil  of  lemon,  less  useful  in  oil 
of  cloves.  On  the  other  hand,  the  figures  in  chloral  hydrate  are 
to  be  preferred  to  those  in  carbolic  acid.  In  a word,  the  most 
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favourable  clearing  medium  for  each  object  must  be  found  by 
experiment.  Upon  the  preparations  in  oil  of  lemon  and  chloral 
hydrate  we  can  determine,  by  optical  sections,  the  position  of  the 
valve  inside  the  extine,  in  which  it  is  found  wedged  with  its  base 
somewhat  broadening  inwards.  Under  the  valve  can  be  seen  the 
bulging  of  the  intine.  In  sulphuric  acid  the  oil-drops  on  the  extine 
become  blue.  The  extine  slowly  becomes  brown.  The  valve  is 
thrust  off  by  the  swelling  contents.  In  25  per  cent,  chromic  acid 
the  entire  pollen-membrane  is  soon  dissolved  ; the  intine  resists 
somewhat  longer,  and,  at  the  moment  when  the  extine  disappears, 
can  be  followed  as  a strongly  swollen,  homogeneous  membrane. 
The  pollen-grain  has  previously  emptied  itself,  whereby  the  obser- 
vation of  the  intine  is  considerably  facilitated.  In  sulphuric  acid, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  intine  is  immediately  dissolved,  the  extine 

remains,  the  extruded  con- 
tents of  the  pollen-grain 
are  gradually,  as  in  other 
cases,  coloured  rose-red. 

The  pollen-grain  of 
Cacurbifa  is  represented 
in  the  ad  joining  Fig.  I04b, 
in  A.  A complete  insight 
into  the  structure  of  the 
membrane  of  the  pollen- 
grain  can  be  obtained 
here  also  by  means  of 
cross-sections,  which  we 
can  prepare  in  the  same 
way  as  described  above  for 
Malva.  The  cross-section 
(Fig.  I04b,  B)  shows  clearly  the  mode  of  insertion  of  the  valves, 
that  they  appertain  to  the  extine,  and  the  structure  of  the  intine. 

Of  compound  pollen-grains,  which  occur  alike  in  Monocotyledons 
and  Dicotyledons,  we  will  first  take  those  of  the  Ling*,  Galluna 
vulgaris.  The  grains  here  are  joined  in  fours,  and  usually  grouped 
tetrahedrally.  The  jjollen-membrane  shows  only  slight  protuber- 
ances, and  usually  three  places  of  egress  for  each  grain.  The 
various  species  of  Erica,  Azalea,  and  Rhododendron  agree  in  all 
essentials  with  Calluna.  In  species  of  Acacia,  as  in  the  Mimosem 
generally,®  the  pollen-grains  form  groups  of  4,  8,  12,  and  16,  and 
even  more  cells,  but  can  occur  also  separately. 


Fig.  101b. — A,  whole  pollen-grain  of  Ciicurhita 
Papo,  seen  in  surface  view,  and  partly  also  in  optical 
section ; taken  from  a preparation  in  oil  of  lemon 
(x240).  B,  pollen-grain  of  Cucurhita  verrucosa; 
fragment  of  a cross-section  through  the  membrane 
( X 51.0). 
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In  a from  3 to  30  per  cent,  sugar  solution,  which  contains  1'5  per 
cent,  gelatine,  most  pollen-grains  readily  put  out  tubes,  in  which 
protoplasmic  movement  is  beautifully  seen.  The  formation  of  tubes 
takes  place  quite  certainly  and  rapidly  in  5 per  cent,  solution  of 
sugar  and  1’5  per  cent,  gelatine  from  the  pollen-grains  of  Pceonia, 
Staphylea,  and  even  from  Tradescantia  when  the  pollen-grains  are 
taken  from  freshly  opened  flowers.  The  most  favourable  objects 
are  perhaps  species  of  Lathyrus,  e.g.  Sweet  Pea,  Everlasting  Pea, 
etc.,  in  15  per  cent,  solution  of  sugar  and  1‘5  per  cent,  gelatine. 
This  solution  must  be  freshly  prepared,  the  sowing  is  best  per- 
formed in  a suspended  drop  in  a moist  chamber  (see  p.  238). 

On  the  artificial  production  of  pollen-tubes  a few  more  words  of 
advice  may  be  given.  Though  many  pollen-grains  have  a wide 
range  in  this  respect,  for  most  the  degree  of  concentration  of  the 
sugar  solution  is  of  vital  importance,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  be 
experimentally  determined  for  each  species.  A few  further  cases 
maybe  given,  spring  water  being  always  preferred  to  rain  water. 
Most  species  of  Allium  (onion)  produce  their  pollen-tubes  in  a 3 
per  cent,  solution  of  sugar,  and  show  active  protoplasmic  stream- 
ing. Tulipa  Gesneriana,  requires  from  1 to  3 per  cent,  sugar ; 
pollen-grains  of  Leucojum  oestivum  (snowflake)  germinate  very 
easily  and  rapidly  in  3 to  5 per  cent.,  and  the  same  with  Narciasus 
(pheasant- eye  narcis.sus)  ; Gonvallaria  majalis  (lily  of  the 
valley)  in  5 to  20  per  cent. ; Iris  sibirica  in  from  30  to  40  per 
cent.  The  pollinia  of  orchids  produce  pollen-tubes  in  from  5 to 
10  per  cent,  sugar,  usually  after  from  20  to  40  hours.  Amongst 
Dicotyledons  the  pollen-grains  of  Torenia  asiatica  germinate  very 
readily,  producing  pollen- tubes  in  10  per  cent,  sugar  solution  after 
about  two  hours,  and  the  tube  grows  so  rapidly  that,  with  strong 
magnification,  its  tip  can  be  seen  to  move  across  the  field  of  view. 
Species  of  Gloxinia  behave  in  much  the  same  way  in  10  per  cent, 
solution;  Papaver  (poppy),  1 percent.;  Viola  tricolor  (pansy),  30 
per  cent. ; Ampelopsis  hederacea  (Virginia  creeper)  20  to  30  per 
cent.  In  all  these  cases  1‘5  percent,  of  gelatine  is  added. — The 
pollen-grains  invertthe  cane-sugar  of  the  culture  fluid,  the  invertin 
being  present  in  the  grain  prior  to  germination.  The  pollen  grains 
likewise  contain  diastase,  and  are  capable  therefore  of  dissolving’ 
starch-paste  if  present  in  the  culture  fluid. 
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NOTES  TO  CPIAPTEE  XXVIII. 

* On  Stamen  and  Pollen  compare  v.  Mobl,  Ueher  den  Ban  und  die  Formen 
der  Pollenkonier,  1831.  Fritsche,  Ueher  den  Pollen,  Mem.  de  sav.  etravg. 
1836.  Naegeli,  Z nr  Entwicklungs.  d.  Poll,  hei  den  Phanerogamen,  1842.  Schacht, 
Jahrb.  f.  wiss.  Bot.,  Bd.  II.,  p.  109.  Warming  in  Hanstein's  hot.  Ahh.,  Bd.  II. > 
Heft.  II.  Strasbnrger,  Befr.  und  Zellth.,  p.  15,  and  Bau  der  Zellhdute,  p.  86. 
Elfviug,  Jen.  Zeitschr.  f.  Natunc.,  Bd.  XIII.,  p.  1 [trans.  in  Quart.  J.  of  Mic. 
Science,  1879 J.  Goebel,  Grundz.  der.  Syst.  Bot.,  p.  398.  Luerssen,  Grundz.  d. 
Bot.,  III.  Aufl.,  p.  359  ; 3Ied.  Pharm.  Bot.,  Bd.  II,,  p.  198.  Prantl,  Lehrh.  der 
Bot.,  III.  Anfl.,  p.  192  [English  trans.,  by  Vines] . 

^ Saclis,  Bot.  Zeitung,  1862,  p.  242. 

^ Compare  Leclerc  du  Sahlon,  Annales  des  sc.  nat.,  Bo.anigue,  VII.  Ser., 
Vol.  I.  p.  97,  1885. 

* Warming,  in  Hanstein's  bot.  Ahh.,  Bd.  II.,  Heft.  II.  Goebel,  Grundziige, 

p.  409. 

® Compare  herewith,  Elfving,  Jcnaische  Zeitsch.,  Bd.  XIII.,  p.  12  [English 
translation  as  above] . 

® Strasbnrger,  Neue  Untersuchungen  iiber  den  Befruchtungsvorgang  hei  den 
Phanerogamen,  1884,  p.  5. 

The  differential  coloration  of  vegetative  and  generative  nucleus 
is  in  general  more  strongly  marked  than  in  Tradescantia. 

7 Strasbnrger,  Bau  der  Zellhdute,  p.  95,  where  the  development  is  given. 

* llosanoff,  Jahrb.f.  wiss.  Bot.,  Bd.  IV.,  p.  441.  Engler  in  the  same,  Bd.  X.. 
p.  277.  The  other  literatnre  is  there  given. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

THE  GYNiECIUM  OF  ANGIOSPERXS. 

Material  Wanted. 

Fading  flowers  of  Larkspur,  Delphinium  Ajacis.  Fresh  ; or  in  alcohol. 
Or,  the  same  of  the  Hellebore,  Hellehorus  sp. 

The  same  of  the  Flowering  Rush,  Butomus  umhellatus. 

The  same  of  some  liliaceous  plant,  e.g.,  Tulip,  Hyacinth,  Liliiim, 
Hemerocallis,  Yucca. 

The  same  of  a Primula,  e.g..  Primrose,  Cowslip,  Auricula,  Polyanthus, 
or  of  Lysimachia,  or  Anagallis. 

Withering  flowers  of  an  orchid. 

Full-blown  flowers  of  Monkshood  {Aconitum  Napellus,  etc.). 

The  same  of  the  Bird’s-nest  Rape,  Monotropa  hypopitys.  Fresh  only. 
Or,  the  same  of  some  sp.  of  Pyrola  (Winter-green).  Or  some 
orchid.  Or  Gloxinia.  Fresh.  Alcohol-material  will  do. 

Fall-blown  flowers  of  Torenia  Asiatica.  Fresh.  Alcohol-material 
will  do. 

The  same  which  we  have  ourselves  pollinated  from  36  to  48  hours 
previously. 

Let  us  first  obtain  a general  idea  of  the  structure  of  the  Ovary 
For  this  purpose  one  of  the  Ranunculaceae  is  very  well  suited,  o.g. 
Delphinium  Ajacis,  the  Larkspur  of  the  gardens.  We  choose  an 
old  flower,  from  which  the  petals  and  stamens  are  easily  removed, 
and  observe  three  pistils  * left  standing  in  the  central  position. 
Even  by  superficial  observation  we  can  distinguish  upon  the  pistil 
the  lower,  green,  swollen  portion — the  ovary,  and  the  thin  part, 
here  rose-coloured,  into  w'hich  the  ovary  narrows  above — the  style. 
This  last  ends  with  the  stigma,  which  in  this  case  is  not  specially 

* It  is  high  time  an  end  was  put  to  the  confusion  existing  in  systematic 
works  as  to  the  use  of  this  term.  A pistil,  I define  as  a distinct  ovary,  of  one 
or  more  cells,  and  composed  of  one  or  more  conjoined  carpels,  with  its  stigma 
or  stigmas,  and,  if  present,  style  or  styles.  Kyynceciuni  is  the  whole  female 
part  of  the  flower,  consisting  of  one  or  more  such  pistils.  • Pistil  and  gynsecium 
may  thus  be  synonymous,  as  when  there  is  but  one  pistil,  but  are  not  necessarily 
so.  This  may  not  be  throughout  consistent,  but  it  is  at  least  clear.  [Ed.] 
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delimited,  and  merely  ends  the  style. — We  now  prepare  cross- 
sections  tliroiii^rh  all  three  ovaries  toofether,  and  examine  them  with 
a low  power,  or  with  the  addition  of  a little  potash.  The  cross- 
section  (Fig.  106)  shows  us  a single  cavity  [cell  or  loculus]  in 
each  ovary.  Apparently  it  is  a single  fertile  leaf,  or  carpellary 
leaf,  which  forms  each  such  ovary.  We  can  conceive  the  car- 
pellary leaf  folded  inwards  and  its  odges  here  grown  together. 
To  such  an  origin  points,  moreover,  the  ventral  suture,*  which  we 
find,  in  fact,  in  the  median  plane  of  the  ovary  on  its  side  turned 
towards  the  middle  of  the  flower.  Such  an  ovary,  composed  of 
one  fertile  leaf,  is  monocarpellary ; when  a number  of  such  mono- 
carpellary  ovaries  are  combined  in  a single  flower,  as  is  the  case 
in  our  example,  the  flower  is  said  to  be  apocarpous  or  poly- 
carpous.  Tlie  ovaries  are  here  free  to  their  base,  and  inserted 
upon  the  floral  axis,  ^.e.,  they  are  superior  or  free.  The  entire 
female  sexual  apparatus  of  the  flower  may 
consist  of  one  or  of  numerous  pistils,  and 
is  designated  the  gynaecium.  Our  cross- 
section  shows  clearly  the  groove  on  the 
ventral  side  ; and  with  stronger  magnifica- 
tion we  can,  at  this  place,  follow  the  ex- 
ternal epidermis  through  the  entire  thick- 
ness of  the  wall,  and  see  it  continue  into 
the  epidermis  of  the  ovarian  cavity.  It 
is  interesting  that  this  inner  epidermis 
also  possesses  stomata.  The  wall  of  the 
ovary  is  traversed  by  a number  of  fibro- 
vasal  bundles,  of  which  most  appear  on 
the  dorsal  side,  and  some  near  the  edges  of  the  carpel  on  the 
ventral  side.  The  edges  of  the  carpellary  leaf  are  a little  swollen, 
and  form,  on  the  cavity  side,  the  placentas  (p).  From  these  the 
ovules  (s),  corresponding  with  the  number  of  placentae,  arise  in 
two  rows.  With  the  ovules  we  shall  concern  ourselves  later  on, 
and  for  this  jDurpose  we  put  our  preparation  on  one  side. 

Instead  of  Delphinium,  and  available  so  early  in  the  year  as 

* While  there  can  be  no  sound  objection  to  the  use  of  the  term  ventral 
suture  to  imply  this  union  of  the  margins  of  the  leaf,  there  is  no  reason  what- 
ever for  retaining  the  absurd  term  dorsal  suture  for  the  midrib  of  the  car- 
pellary leaf.  The  term  “ dorsal  ” is  however  of  advantage  in  connection  with 
dehiscence,  and  it  would  greatly  facilitate  a much-needed  simplification  of  the 
methods  of  classification  to  speak,  for  instance,  of  the  “ ventral  ” dehiscence 
of  a follicle,  the  “ dorsi-ventral  ” dehiscence  of  a legume,  and  so  on  for  the 
various  kinds  of  capsule.  [Ed.] 


Fig.  106. — Delphinium  Aja- 
cis.  Cross-section  through  an 
ovary,  o,  wall  of  the  ovary; 
V,  fibro-vasal  bundles  in  the 
wall;  p,  placenta;  s,  rudi- 
mentary seed  [ovule]  (x  18), 
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February,  we  can  use  the  ovaries  of  the  stinking  Hellebore, 
Hellehorus  foeiidus.  They  agree  in  all  essentials  with  the  above. 
Sections  taken  through  flower-buds  at  various  stages  will  show 
moreover  the  method  of  union  of  the  margins  of  the  carpellary 
leaf.  Some  of  the  sections  will  show  these  margins  unjoined  but 
in  contact ; in  others,  the  epidermal  cells  of  one  thickened  margin 
will  be  seen  to  grow  out,  papillately,  between  the  similar  cells  of 
the  other  margin,  so  as  to  “dovetail  ” the  edges  together.  Sections 
of  the  same  young  flower-buds  may  show  the  division  of  the 
pollen  mother-cells  into  tetrads.  For  earlier  examination  still  the 
Christmas  Rose,  H.  oiiger,  may  be  used. 

In  the  flower  of  the  Flowering  Rush,  Butomus  umbellatus,  as  in 
Delphinium,  we  find  a number  of  ovaries — always  six ; but  these 
ovaries  are  free  only  in  their  upper  half ; in  the  under  half  they 
have  grown  together  laterally,  and  cannot  be  isolated  uninjured. 
The  style  is  very  short,  and  bears  the  stigma  on  its  upper  edge. 
We  prepare  cross-sections  through  the  free  and  the  combined 
portions  of  the  ovaries.  The  figure  of  the  free  upper  part  is, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  carpellary  leaf,  the  same  as  in 
Delphmium ; the  individual  carpellary  leaves  remain  distinguish- 
able from  one  another  to  their  base,  but  in  the  lower  part  it  is  no 
longer  possible  upon  the  cross-sections  to  separate  the  individual 
carpellary  leaves  intact.  In  Butomus  we  have  therefore  an  inter- 
mediate stage  between  apocarpous  and  syncarpous  flowers ; and 
this  example  is  suitable  to  introduce  us  to  the  multilocular  ovary, 
composed  of  more  than  one  carpellary  leaf.  Besides  this,  we  find 
another  novelty  in  Butomus.  The  ovules  arise  not  only  from  the 
edges,  but  rather,  the  median  line  excepted,  from  the  whole  inner 
surface*  of  the  carpellary  leaf;  they  have  superficial  placentation. 
The  entire  walls  are  covered  with  ovules,  and  functionate  as 
placentae.  At  the  place  of  insertion  of  each  ovule  a fine  fibro- 
vasal  bundle  is  to  be  seen,  which  provides  for  the  ovule.  They 
are  branches  of  the  stronger,  larger,  fibro-vasal  bundles,  lying 
deeper  in  the  tissue. 

The  ovule  of  Liliaceae  is  on  an  axile  placenta ; we  select,  with  like 
results,  the  Tulip,  Hyacinth,  a Lily,  or  Hemerocallis  for  examina- 
tion. In  the  Tulip  the  three  stigmatic  lobes  are  sessile  upon  the 
ovary,  without  style.  In  the  Hyacinth  the  style  is  short,  the 
stigma  small,  slightly  trifid.  In  Lilium  the  style  is  long,  the 
stio^ma  tripartite.  In  Ilemerocallis  the  style  is  very  long,  the 
stigma  likewise  tripartite,  but  very  small.  Cross-sections  show 
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ns  a trilocular  ovary,  composed  of  three  closed  carpellary  leaves 
which  have  s-rown  toi^ether.  Here  neither  laterally  nor  in  the 
middle  is  a limit  between  the  tissues  of  the  individual  carpellary 
leaves  to  be  recognised ; and  a single  continuous  epidermis  covers 
the  exterior  of  the  whole  structure.  In  Yucca,  another  genus  of 
the  Liliacoae,  the  limits  of  the  three  carpellary  leaves  are  marked 
externally  by  grooves,  and  internally  by  narrow  radial  pear- 
shaped  cavities  in  the  tissue,  each  cavity  being  lined  by  a distinct 
epidermis.  Three  carpellary  leaves  therefore  form  here  a syn- 
carjDOus,  trilocular  ovary.  Each  of  the  three  carpellary  leaves 
combined  into  this  trilocular  ovary  bears,  corresponding  to  its 
two  edges,  two  rows  of  ovules ; ^.e.  the  placentie  lie  here  in  the 
inner  angles  of  the  loculi  or  cells  of  the  ovary.  The  placentation 
is  therefore  marginal,  as  in  Delphinium ; but  as  they  arise  from 
the  angles  of  the  cells,  and  therefore  in  the  centre,  it  is  specially 
designated  central  or  axile  placentation. — Cross-sections  through 
the  style  of  Hemerocallis  show  us  in  it  a central  triangular  passage, 
the  pollen-canal.  Three  fibro-vasal  bundles  are  distributed  at  the 
three  angles  of  the  pollen-canal.  A longitudinal  section  through 
the  apex  of  the  style,  and  therefore  through  the  stigma  also,  shows 
us  the  surface  of  this  latter  grown  out  into  long  papilloB.  This 
phenomenon  is  very  general  upon  stigmatic  surfaces  ; Hemerocallis 
however  offers  still  another  interesting  condition,  in  that  the 
cuticle  of  the  papillae  is  raised  up  by  the  formation  of  slime  or 
mucus.  This  cuticle  is  spirally  striate,  and  in  accordance  with 
this  its  upheaval  follows  a spiral  line.  At  length  the  cuticle  is 
entirely  loosened  from  the  inner  layer  of  the  membrane,  and 
disappears  from  the  papillae. — The  other  Liliaceae  likewise  show 
a hollow  style  ; in  most  cases,  on  the  other  hand,  the  style  is 
solid,  but  filled  either  with  cells  easily  passing  out  of  lateral 
union,  or  else  provided  with  swollen  side-walls,  between  which 
the  pollen-tubes  can  easily  grow  downwards. 

Another  free  or  superior  ovary  exists  in  the  flowers  of  the 
species  of  Primula  [Primrose,  Auricula,  Cowslip,  etc.].  These  are 
dimorphous,  i.e.,  have  short-styled  and  long-styled  ovaries,  and 
stamens  inserted  high  up  or  low  down  upon  the  tube  of  the 
corolla.  A median  section  taken  through  the  ovary  shows  us  that 
the  floral  axis  is  prolonged  into  the  cavity  of  the  ovary,  and  here 
enlarges  into  a mushroom-like  swelling.  In  the  middle  this 
swelling  projects,  papilla-like,  into  the  pollen-canal  of  the  style. 
The  entire  surface  of  this  swelling  is  covered  with  ovules.  We 
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have  here  a free-central  placenta.  The  wall  of  the  ovary  is  in 
no  way  connected  with  this  placenta.  We  can  be  quite  convinced 
of  this  by  cross-sections  in  which  the  wall  of  the  ovary  appears 
as  a free  ring  around  the  central  placenta,  or,  if  an  equatorial 
incision  is  made  round  the  ovary,  the  style  and  upper  part  of 
the  ovary  can  be  lifted  off  like  a cap  from  the  mass  of  ovules,  and 
the  prolongation  of  this  central  swelling  will  be  withdrawn  from 
the  pollen-canal.  , Wanting  also  in  the  ring  are  the  points  of  se- 
paration which  enable  us  to  determine  the  number  of  carpellary 
leaves  concerned  in  forming  the  ovary ; these  however  are  assumed 
to  be  five,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  numerical  symmetry  of  the 
other  floral  parts,  and  from  the  circumstance  that  in  many  Primu- 
lacete  the  fruit-capsule  dehisces  at  its  apex  with  five  teeth.  In 
Frimula  itself  the  number  of  the  teeth  with  which  the  capsule 
opens  is  undetermined. — Instead  of  Primula,  species  of  Lijsimachia 
[Loose-strife,  Creeping  Jenny,  Money-wort,  etc.,]  or  of  Anagallis 
[Scarlet  Pimpernel,  Bog  Pimpernel,  etc.,]  can  be  used  with  the 
same  results ; they  all  bear  their  ovules  on  a free  central  placenta. 

Let  us  examine  now  an  inferior  [adherent  or  adnate]  ovary, 
selecting  first  that  of  Ppipactis  palustris,  or  of  some  other  orchid. 
The  brown  ovary  lies  below  the  point  of  insertion  of  the  other 
floral  parts.  We  select  for  cutting  a young  rudimentary  fruit, 
upon  which  the  petals  have  already  begun  to  go  brown.  Cross- 
sections  are  very  instructive,  and  show  us  a unilocular  ovary, 
which  bears  equidistantly  upon  its  wall  three  pairs  of  placentce. 
The  placentae  repeatedly  divide  at  their  inner  edges,  and  bear 
a great  number  of  ovules.  The  wall  of  the  ovary  has  on  its 
outer  side  six  projecting  ribs,  of  which  three  correspond  to  the 
places  of  insertion  of  the  placentae ; three  specially  strong  ones 
alternate  with  these  places  of  insertion.  Each  rib  is  traversed  by 
a fibro-vasal  bundle,  or  a complex  of  fibro-vasal  bundles,  besides 
which  a small  bundle  lies  at  each  place  of  separation  of  two 
placent88.  In  a superior  ovary,  the  cross-section  of  which  should 
agree  completely  with  that  here  described,  we  should  in  no  way 
scruple  to  consider  the  ovary  as  composed  of  three  carpellary 
leaves,  and  to  look  upon  the  pairs  of  placentas  as  arising  from  the 
conjoined  edges  of  two  adjoining  carpellary  leaves.  The  three  ribs 
which  alternate  with  the  lines  of  insertion  of  the  placentae,  we 
should  take  for  the  midribs  of  the  three  carpellary  leaves.  As 
we  have  here,  however,  an  inferior  fruit,  the  matter  is  not  so 
simple.  We  can  either  conceive  that  the  inferior  ovary  consists 
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of  the  hollowed  floral  axis,  and  is  only  closed  above  by  the 
carpellaiy  leaves,  that  from  these  latter,  however,  the  placentas 
grow  downwards  into  the  hollowed  floral  axis  ; or  we  can  consider 
that  the  carpellary  leaves  and  hollowed  floral  axis  have  grown 
together,  and  that  in  the  wall  of  the  inferior  ovary,  tlierefore, 
the  outer  portion  appertains  to  the  stem,  the  inner  to  the  carpel- 
lary leaves.  This  latter  theory  is  decidedly  to  be  preferred ; it 
has,  however,  no  other  than  a phylogenetic,  or  evolutionary, 
value ; t.e.,  we  conceive  that  in  course  of  time  the  inferior  ovary 
has  so  arisen.*  In  point  of  fact,  however,  the  anatomical  and 
physiological  data  for  such  a conception  are  wanting,  and  we 
must  therefore  be  contented  with  stating  that  the  structure  of 
this  inferior  ovary  is  not  different  from  that  of  a polycarpellary, 
unilocular,  superior  ovary. — If  ripe  fruit-capsales  of  Epipactis  are 
at  our  disposal,  wm  shall  find  in  these,  as  in  most  other  Orchideae, 
that  the  wall  of  the  capsule  dehisces  by  six  longitudinal  clefts. 
The  six  bands  separating  the  clefts  remain  joined  at  the  base  and 
at  the  apex  of  the  capsule.  Three  of  them  are  broader  and  fertile, 
three  are  narrower  and  sterile.  The  three  sterile  correspond  with 
the  three  mid-ribs,  which  we  saw  in  the  cross-section  of  the  ovary ; 
the  three  fertile  bands  bear  in  their  middle  the  placentae.® 

We  will  now  endeavour  to  become  acquainted  with  the  struc- 
ture of  the  ovule,  and  at  the  same  time  turn  our  attention  to 
the  processes  of  fertilization  in  Angiosperms.  In  order  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  individual  parts  of  the  ovule,  we  first  prepare 
cross-sections  through  the  ovary  of  the  Monkshood,  Aconitum 
Napellus,  or  of  some  other  species  of  Aconitum.  We  select  a flower 
in  full  bloom,  strip  off  the  other  parts  of  the  flower,  and  then  cut 
through  the  three  ovaries  together.  Care  should  be  taken  that 
the  sections  are  taken  correctly  at  right-angles  with  the  long  axis 
of  the  individual  ovaries.  The  number  of  the  sections  must  be  con- 
siderable, so  as  more  probably  to  cut  an  ovule  correctly.  We  glance 
over  the  sections,  and  select  those  which  appear  likely.  In  case 
the  section  is  not  delicate  enough,  we  can  help  matters  with  a 
little  potash.  The  figures  are  almost  identical  with  those  which 
we  have  just  examined  in  Delphinium ; but  in  the  structure  of  the 
integument  of  the  ovule  there  is  a slight  difference,  which  in- 
duces us  to  give  Aconitum  the  preference  now.  If  an  ovule  is 
cut  centrally,  it  appears  as  in  the  adjoining  Fig.  107.  The  ovary 

* A plant  of  great  interest  in  this  connection  is  the  Californian  poppy, 
EschschoUzia  Galifornica,  now  so  commonly  grown  in  gardens.  [En.J 

« See  note  on  page  337. 
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is  moiiocarpellary,  the  ovule  arises  from  a marginal  placenta. 
It  is  inserted  thereon  with  a stalk,  the  funiculus  or  funicle  (/)  ; 
the  free  part  of  this  is  very  short,  the  rest  of  it  is  grown  to  the 
ovule,  forming  upon  it  the  raphe  (r).  In  the  body  of  the  ovule 
we  distinguish  first  of  all  the  inner  conical  mass  of  tissue  as  the 
so-called  nucleus  of  the  ovule — the  nucellus  Q)i).  This  corresponds 
with  the  macrosporangium  of  the  Vascular  Cryptogams.  The 
nucellus  is  encased  in  two  integuments,  an  inner  (n)  [originally 
called  the  “ secundihe  ” by  Mirbel ; but,  as  it  is  developed  before 
the  other,  more  recently  known  as  the  “primine”],  and  an  outer 
(ie)  [originally  called  the  “ primine  ” ; but,  as  it  is  developed  after 
the  other,  more  recently  called  the  “ secundine  ”].  The  inner  is 

developed  on  all  sides  to  the  base 
of  the  nucellus,  the  outer  is  want- 
ing on  the  side  of  the  raphe,  in 
that  it  joins  on  both  sides  to  the 
funiculus.  The  inner  integument 
leaves  a narrow  canal  free  between 
its  upper  edges,  which  extends  to 
the  nucellus  ; this  canal  is  known 
as  the  micropyle.  The  funiculus  is 
traversed  by  a fibro-vasal  bundle, 
coming  from  the  placenta,  which 
in  many,  but  not,  however,  in  all, 
cases  can  be  traced  to  the  base  of 
the  nucellus.  The  tissue  adjoining 
the  base  of  the  nucellus,  here  dis- 
tinguished by  its  brighter  color- 
ation, is  known  .as  the  chalaza  (c/i). 
In  the  long  axis  of  the  nucellus  is 
noticeable  a larger  cell,  formins* 
quite  a cavity  ; this  is  the  embryo-sac  (e).  At  its  base  can  be  seen 
some  globular  cells,  which  in  Aconitum  (and  Ranunculacete  gener- 
ally) are  very  strongly  developed — the  antipodal  cells  (a).  In 
specially  favourable  cases  we  can  determine  that  they  are  three  in 
number.  In  the  apex  of  the  embryo-sac  we  can  also  see  a small 
cell,  which,  however,  is  only  recognisable  in  perfectly  median 
sections  ; it  is  the  egg  -cell  or  oosphere,  sometimes  called  the 
embryonic  vesicle  or  germinal  vesicle  (o) . The  ovule  as  a whole 
is  distinguished  as  anatropous,  i.e.  turned  back,  because  the  body 
of  the  ovule  does  not  lie  in  direct  continuation  of  the  funiculus, 


Fig.  107. — Aconitum  Napellus;  median 
longitudinal  section  of  an  ovule,  f,  funi- 
culus ; r,  raphe;  v,  fibro-vasal  bundle 
of  the  funiculus ; i.e.,  outer  integument ; 
ii,  inner  integument ; n,  nucellus;  ch, 
chalaza;  e,  embryo-sac ; a,  antipodal 
cells ; 0,  the  oosphere ; no,  nucleus  of 
the  embryo-sac;  m,  micropyle  ; or,  wall 
of  the  ovary  ( x 53 ). 
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but  appears  laid  by  the  side  of  it,  with  one  side  grown  to  it,  and 
the  micropyle  turned  to  the  base  of  the  funiculus.  This  form  of 
ovule  is  by  far  the  most  common  in  Angiospeims.  If  we  now 
compare  our  preparation  of  Delphinium  (Fig.  106)  with  that  of 
Aconitum  (Fig.  107)  we  shall  see  that  the  structure  of  the  ovary 
and  ovule  in  the  two  cases  is  quite  identical ; the  distinction  only 
is  that  in  Delphinium^  as  very  commonly  in  Ranunculacea3,  the 
two  integuments  of  the  ovule  are  blended  together. 

In  order  to  prepare  sections  of  the  ovule  of  Aconitum,  we  can 
separate  one  from  the  ovary,  and  cut  it  singly  between  the 
thumb  and  fore-finger,  in  the  method  already  known  to  us.  If 
the  ovule  is  correctly  arranged  between  the  fingers,  we  shall  in 
this  way  more  rapidly  obtain  true  median  sections.  In  this  and 
in  other  like  cases  the  ovule  may,  with  advantage,  be  first  em- 
bedded in  glycerine- jelly  or  in  celloidin  (celluloidin),  and  then  cut. 

’ The  glycerine- jelly  must  be  tolerably  firm,  i.e.,  must  contain  a 
comparatively  large  proportion  of  gelatine.  In  celloidin  only 
alcohol  material  can  be  embedded.  We  pour  the  solution  of 
celloidin  * into  a small  box  made  of  writing  paper,  and  immerse 
the  ovule  in  it.  The  celloidin  is  then  allowed  to  stand  in  the  air 
till  it  has  acquired  a firm  skin,  when  it  is  laid  in  82  p.c.  alcohol. 
Here,  after  some  hours,  it  acquires  the  consistence  of  cartilage, 
remaining  transparent.  Celloidin  and  object  are  cut  together,  and 
the  sections  laid  in  glycerine  or  glycerine- jelly,  without  its  being 
necessary  to  remove  the  celloidin.  The  sections  can  be  stained 
with  carmine  or  with  logwood  (hsematoxylin),  but  not  with  aniline 
colours,  as  these  latter  colour  the  celloidin  as  well.  If  the  celloidin 
has  been  procured  in  cakes,  it  must  be  dissolved  before  use  in 
equal  parts  of  ether  and  absolute  alcohol.  In  order  to  make 
ovules  which  are  to  be  embedded  in  glycerine- jelly  or  in  celloidin 
still  more  visible,  they  can  be  previously  stained  with  watery 
logwood ; the  ovules  must  then,  however,  after  previous  washing 
in  water,  be  again  dehydrated  in  absolute  alcohol,  before  being 
placed  in  the  celloidin.  Objects  which,  in  order  to  make  them 
available  for  section-cutting,  must  be  permeated  with  celloidin, 
are  first  treated  with  dilute  solution  of  celloidin,  in  which  the 
object  must  lie  often  for  days  before  it  is  transferred  to,  and 
embedded  in,  the  thick  celloidin  solution. 

• To  be  obtained  of  Dr.  Griibler,  in  Leipzig,  Dufour-strasse,  17.  In  calces  at 
about  3s.  each,  or  in  solution  at  11s.  the  kilogramme.  Also  of  Messrs.  Southall 
Bros.  & Barclay,  manufacturing  chemists,  Dalton  St.,  Birmingham.  [Ed.] 
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We  will  now  take  in  liancl  the  study  of  the  interior  of  the 
embryo-sac.  The  most  favourable  object  for  this  is  Monotropa 
Hypopitys,  the  Bird’s-nest  Rape,  a pale  yellowish  parasite,  found 
chiefly  under  beech  and  fir  trees-^  This  plant  is  so  favourable 
for  the  otherwise  difficult  investigation  of  the  embryo-sac  that 
no  pains  should  be  spared,  if  possible,  to  obtain  it.*  It  flowers 
in  July  and  August,  and  must  be  examined  fresh,  as  in  alcohol  it 
becomes  brown  and  opaque.  The  plant  bears  carriage  very  well, 
and  can  be  preserved  healthy  for  a very  long  time  in  a glass  of 
water.  Supplies  may  in  this  way  be  obtained  from  a distance. 

With  Monotropa  agree  the  various  species  of  Pyrola,  or 
“ winter- green,”  likewise  Ericaceous  plants,  excepting  that 
their  ovules  are  smaller.  About  a dozen  species  of  Pyrola,  all 
hardy  herbaceous  perennials,  can  be  readily  enough  cultivated  in 
gardens,  either  from  seeds  or  division  of  the  roots,  selecting  for 
the  purpose  a shady  border,  with  a sandy  peat  soil.  The  cross- 
section  through  the  under  part  of  the  ovary  shows  this  to  be 
four-celled,  5-celled  in  Pyrola.  The  placentaB  are  strongly 
swollen,  and  bear  on  their  surface  very  numerous,  slender,  closely 
serried  ovules.  The  two  halves  of  the  placenta  in  each  cell  are 
removed  to  some  little  distance  by  a radial  line  of  separation.  In 
the  upper  part  of  the  ovary  these  lines  of  separation  extend  to 
the  centre,  and  there  adjoin  one  another.  We  see  then  four  strong 
pairs  of  placentae,  each  placed  on  the  centre  of  a partition  wall, 
which  appertain  to  the  two  neighbouring  loculi;  the  pairs  are 
easily  separated  from  one  another  with  the  needles.  We  get  the 
ovules  for  our  investigation  by  removing  a portion  of  the  wall  of 
the  ovary  with  the  forceps,  and  stripping  off  the  ovules  with  the 
needles  from  the  placenta  thus  exposed.  We  place  them  in  pure 
water,  or  in  3 p.c.  solution  of  sugar,  in  which  the  ovules  remain 
longer  unchanged.  We  take  this  material  from  an  oldish  flower» 
in  which  the  stamens  have  already  dehisced,  so  that  we  shall  find 
the  ovules  in  part  ripe  and  not  yet  fertilized,  in  part  already 
fertilized.  Between  the  ovules  we  come  often  upon  pieces  of 
pollen  tubes.  The  receptive  ovule  has  the  appearance  of  the 
adjoining  fig.,  107.  It  is  transparent,  and  can  be  focussed  for 
optical  section.  We  recognise  in  it  an  anatropous  ovule,  with  but 
one  integument  (^).  The  whole  interior  of  the  ovule  is  filled  by 
the  embryo-sac  ; we  miss  the  nucellus,  which,  during  the  develop- 

* It  is  hardly  likely  to  be  regularly  obtainable  in  England,  so  that  the  alter- 
native plants  referred  to  later  on  must  be  relied  on  for  material.  [Ed.] 
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ment,  is  pressed  back  by  the  embryo-sac.  The  apex  of  the 
embryo-sac  is  occupied,  as  we  can  clearly  see,  by  three  cells. 
These  three  cells  form  the  egg-apparatus  or  germinal  apparatus. 
They  are  not  of  equal  value.  The  two  upper  are  the  assisting- 
cells,  or  synergidae  (Fig.  108,  B) ; that  more  deeply  inserted,  is 


the  oosphere  (o)  [germinal  vesicle,  embryonic  vesicle].  The 
synergidae,  as  can  be  easily  seen,  have  in  their  lower  part  a 
vacuole,  are  filled  above  with  protoplasm,  and  here  contain  the 
nucleus.  The  oosphere  inversely  has  its  cavity  above,  and  below 
the  main  mass  of  its  cell-protoplasm,  and  the  nucleus.  Both 
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synerfvi(Ta3  are  not  always  seen,  as  one  can  cover  the  other  (Fig. 
108,  G),  At  the  base  of  the  embryo-sac  the  antipodal  cells  can 
usually  be  recognised  without  difficulty,  and  we  can  count  that 
three  also  of  these  are  present.  In  the  interior  of  the  embryo-sac 
is  usually  found  a nucleus,  with  a nucleolus  (Fig.  108,  A) ; but  in 
other  cases  there  are  two  nuclei  (B)  or  a nucleus  with  two  nucleoli 
(G)  ; and  we  judge  from  this,  that  the  one  nucleus  which  we  always 
ultimately  find  arises  from  the  union  of  two.  Ovules,  the  fertil- 
ization of  which  has  already  commenced,  can  be  recognised  by 
the  changes  which  the  synergidae  have  undergone.  These  appear 
strongly  refractive,  both  or  only  one  being  thus  modified.  It  is 
then  certain  that  a pollen-tube  has  penetrated  to  the  embryo-sac, 
and  if  it  is  not  easy  to  see  it  in  the  interior  of  the  micropyle,  it  is 
still  not  difficult  to  recognise  the  piece  torn  off  from  it  in  the 
preparation  and  projecting  beyond  the  micropyle.  The  apex  of 
the  pollen-tube,  however,  has  penetrated  to  the  synergidaB,  and  the 
protoplasm  of  the  pollen-tube  between  the  synergidae  to  the 
oosphere.  With  careful  examination  we  may  happen,  in  oospheres 
which  border  on  synergidae  that  are  thus  changed,  to  find  two 
nuclei  (D),  one  larger,  the  original  nucleus  of  the  oosphere,  and 
close  by  it  also  a smaller,  the  spermatic-nucleus,  which  has  pene- 
trated from  the  pollen-tube.  This  latter  increases  quickly  in  size. 
We  can  find  stages  of  conjugation  between  the  oo-nucleus  and  this 
spermo-nucleus,  and  afterwards  see  only  one  embryo-nucleus,  with 
two  unequal  nucleoli,  of  which  the  smaller  arose  from  the 
spermatic- nucleus  (F7),  and  ultimately  an  embryo-nucleus  with 
only  one  nucleolus.  While  the  oosphere  is  being  fertilized,  the 
highly  refractive  masses  of  substance  in  one  or  both  synergidse 
diminish  ; they  are  apparently  used  for  the  nourishment  of  the 
oospore.  At  the  same  time  with  these  changes  in  the  egg- 
apparatus  the  formation  of  endosperm  has  commenced  in  the 
cavity  of  the  embryo-sac ; ne.,  we  see  the  embryo-sac  divided  by 
walls.  The  endosperm-formation  here,  therefore,  takes  place  by 
cell  division.  In  other  equally  frequent,  even  more  frequent,  cases, 
the  nucleus  of  the  embryo-sac  and  its  descendants  at  first  divide 
free ; and  only  at  a later  stage  of  the  development  the  formation 
of  partition-walls  between  these  nuclei  commences.  The  process, 
as  we  have  it  here,  takes  place  in  general  in  such  embryo-sacs  as 
show  slow,  and  on  the  whole  inconsiderable,  increase  in  size. 
Where,  on  the  other  hand,  the  embryo-sac  increases  very  rapidly 
in  size  after  the  fertilization  of  the  egg-cell,  there  nuclear  division 
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vrithout  cell-divisioii  first  takes  place,  and  cell-formation,  i.e.,  tke 
formation  of  the  partition-walls,  first  begins  when  the  embrjo-sac 
is  approximately  fully  developed. — In  consequence  of  fertilization 
the  oospore  has  acquired  a delicate  cellulose  membrane,  and  soon 
begins  to  elongate  into  a sac,  and  after  some  time  penetrates  with 
its  apex  into  the  body  of  the  endosperm,  Vv'here  the  apex  of  the 
sac  produces  a few-celled  embryo,  the  rest  of  the  sac  forming  the 
suspensor. — We  have  thus  far  examined  these  ovules  only  in  pure 
water  or  in  sugar- solution  ; if  we  wish  to  see  the  nuclei  come  out 
clearly,  w^e  must  treat  the  ovules  with  two  per  cent,  acetic  acid. 
In  this  way  we  obtain  very  sharply- 
defined  structures  in  most  ovules, 
and  at  the  same  time  fix  the  stages 
of  division  of  the  nuclei,  although 
into  these  processes  we  do  not  pro- 
pose at  present  to  go  more  deeply. 

Staining  media  cannot  be  recom- 
mended, since  they  stain  also  the 
nuclei  in  the  integument,  and  in 
this  way  injure  the  view  into  the 
interior. 

Instead  of  Monotropa  various  Or- 
chids (^Orchis  and  other  genera)  can 
serve  for  this  investigation.  Fer- 
tilization takes  place  in  these  a 
good  while  after  pollination,  and  in 
ovaries  which  are  already  greatly  en- 
larged. These  are  cut  open,  ovules 
removed  with  the  needles  from  a 
placenta,  and  transferred  to  water 
or  three  per  cent,  solution  of  sugar. 

We  can,  without  further  steps,  in- 
form ourselves  as  to  the  structure  of 
the  fully-formed  ovule  (Fig.  109)  ; 
this  is  very  like  to  that  of  Monotropa,  but  there  are  two  integu- 
ments, as  commonly  in  monocotyledons,  and  an  air-cavity  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  chalaza.  This  air-cavity  makes  observation 
more  difficult  if  it  is  filled  with  air,  and  this  latter  also  penetrates 
between  the  integuments.  The  ovule  in  water  or  in  three  per 
cent,  sugar  solution,  must  therefore  be  freed  from  air  under  the 
air  pump.  Often  even  a slight  pressure  upon  the  cover-glass 


Fig.  109. — Orchis  fallens.  Receptive 
ovule,  os,  egg- apparatus;  n,  inner, 
ie,  outer  integument ; I,  air-cavity 
The  other  letters  are  as  in  the  pre- 
vious figures  ( X 240  ). 
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serves  to  remove  the  most  distarbing  air,  found  between  the 
integuments.  The  nucellus  in  the  Orchideoe  also  is  quite  displaced 
bj  the  embrjo-sac ; as  a relic  of  the  nucellus  a strongly  refractive 
cap  of  substance  is  still  to  be  seen  at  the  apex  of  the  embryo-sac. 
The  egg-apparatus  {os)  is  constructed  as  in  Monotropa,  only  that 
the  oosphere  is  less  deeply  inserted.  The  antipodal  cells  are  not 
to  be  seen;  in  their  place  is  a strongly  refractive  substance,  in 
which  lie,  in  fact,  three  nuclei,  recognisable,  however,  with  great 
difficulty.  The  pollen-tube  can,  more  easily  than  in  Monotropa, 
be  traced  to  the  synergidae  ; the  changes  which  the  synergidae 
undergo  are  the  same.  The  two  nuclei,  moreover,  are  again  found 
in  the  fertilized  oosphere.  Endosperm  is  in  general  not  formed 
in  the  Orchideae. 

In  default  of  Monotropa  and  of  Orchidaceae  transparent  ovules 
for  investigation  are  provided  by  various  Gesneraceae,^  and,  above 
all,  the  large-flowered  Gloxinia  Tiyhrida  of  the  gardens.  The  ovule, 
having  only  one  integument,  is  so  far  transparent  that  the  egg- 
apparatus  is  clearly  visible.  It  shows  the  two  synergidae,  and  in 
this  case  flask-shaped  oosphere.  Under  some  circumstances  two 
oospheres  can  be  present.  The  embryo-sac  in  its  upper  part  is 
swollen,  but  narrows  suddenly  below  ; the  antipodal  cells  in  the 
lower  end  are  not  distinguishable  with  certainty. 

One  of  the  most  favourable  plants  for  the  study  of  fertilization 
is  liowever  the  Scrophularineous  plant  Torenia  Asiatica.^  This 
stove- evergreen  from  the  East  Indies  is  now  cultivated  very 
generally  in  gardens,  and  bears  flowers  the  whole  year  through. 
It  is  distinguished  in  that  its  embryo-sac  grows  upwards  into  the 
micropyle,  and  hence  the  whole  egg- apparatus  appears  without 
any  other  covering  than  the  wall  of  the  embryo-sac.  Cross- 
sections  through  the  superior,  elongated  ovary  show  this  to  be 
two-celled;  the  two  axile  placentce  project  as  pads  into  the  loculi. 
They  are  covered  with  numerous  ovules.  For  the  purpose  of 
observation  we  remove  a wall  of  the  ovary,  and  strip  off  the 
ovules  from  the  placenta,  best  under  the  simple  microscope.  We 
observe  them  with  advantage  in  a 3 p.c.  solution  of  sugar.  The 
ovules  are  anatropous,  or,  more  correctly,  somewhat  campylo- 
tropous,  for  the  embryo-sac  and  the  integument  are  bent  in  their 
upper  part  (Fig.  IIO,  A).  The  free  part  of  the  funiculus  (/)  of 
the  ovule  is  pretty  long.  There  is  only  one  strong  integument. 
The  embryo-sac  (e)  projects  with  its  upper  end  out  of  the  micro- 
pyle. This  protruding  part  is  convexly  swolle-n  and  pointed  at  its 
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apex  ; it  lies  against  tlie  funiculus.  It  is  difficult  to  follow  the 
embrjo-sac  in  the  interior  of  the  ovule,  but  bj  running  in  a little 
potash  we  can,  during  its  commencing  action,  convince  ourselves 
that  it  immediately  adjoins  the  integument,  is  first  very  narrow. 
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then  swells  somewhat  spindle-shaped,  and  (e*)  again  narrows  at 
the  base.  Our  preparations  in  sugar  solution  show,  in  the  free 
apex  of  the  embryo-sac,  the  two  synergidas  and  the  oosphere  ; 
once  more  therefore,  as  always,  three  cells  form  the  egg-apparatus. 
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According  to  the  position  of  the  preparation  two  synergidae  are 
to  be  seen  (Fig.  110,  B),  or  one  covers  the  other  (0).  At  the 
apex  of  each  sjnergida  we  notice  here  a homogeneous,  strongly 
refractive  cap,  sharply  defined  against  the  finely  granular  portion 
behind;  this  is  the  so-called  filiform  apparatus.  If  such  a pre- 
paration is  treated  with  chlorzinc  iodine,  the  caps  of  the  synergidoe 
are  seen  to  colour  blue.  They  consist  therefore  of  cellulose.  The 
other  substance  of  the  synergidce  and  of  the  oosphere  colours 
yellow-brown.  Careful  examination  shows  that  the  membrane  of 
the  embryo-sac  is  open  over  the  caps  of  the  synergidse  (B,  C).  The 
filiform  apparatus  therefore  now  forms  the  stopper  to  the  opening 
of  the  embryo-sac.  This  apparatus  is  very  widely  distributed, 
especially  amongst  monocotyledonous  plants,  and  projects  often 
very  far  out  of  the  embryo-sac.  The  longitudinal  striation, 
which  they  very  commonly  show,  arises  from  fine  pores  filled 
with  protoplasmic  contents. — We  turn  again  to  our  preparation 
lying  in  water  or  in  sugar  solution,  and  further  determine  that 
here  also  the  distribution  of  the  contents  in  the  synergidae  and 
the  oosphere  is  entirely  the  same  as  in  Monotropa  and  Orchis 
{B,  C).  In  the  synergidae  the  nuclei  lie  in  the  upper,  the  vacuole 
in  the  lower  part ; in  the  oosphere  this  is  reversed. — If  we  wish 
to  study  the  process  of  fertilization  in  Torenia  we  must  pollinate 
the  flowers  for  this  purpose.  From  pollination  to  fertilization 
thirty-six  hours  elapse,  so  that  we  must  renew  our  observations 
after  from  a day  and  a half  to  two  days.  As  before,  we  free  the 
ovules  from  the  placenta,  but  as  carefully  as  possible,  under  the 
simple  microscope,  in  order  to  remove  the  largest  possible  pro- 
portion of  the  pollen-tubes.  These  are  followed  here,  with  the 
greatest  possible  ease,  to  the  apex  of  the  embryo-sac,  between  the 
caps  of  the  synergidae  and  right  up  to  the  oosphere  (D,  E).  We 
see  that  the  pollen-tubes  conducted  by  the  placentae  are  still  further 
led  by  the  funiculi  till  they  attain  the  apex  of  the  embryo-sac.  A 
direct  influence  makes  itself  felt  at  the  same  time  from  this  latter, 
which  effects  the  direction  of  growth  of  the  apex  of  the  pollen- tube. 

It  can  be  assumed  that  the  synergidas  secrete  a definite  substance 
which  acts  as  a stimulus  upon  the  pollen- tube.  The  caps  of 

the  synergidae,  on  account  of  their  soft  consistence,  oppose  little 
resistance  to  the  escape  of  the  secretion.  AVhere  the  caps  of  the  • 
synergidae  are  specially  strongly  developed,  they  appear  besides 
traversed  by  very  fine  canals,  which  conduct  the  secreted  substance 
outwards.  The  synergidae  in  Torenia,  as  in  others,  become  dis- 
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orgtiTiizGcl  a<ft6r  tli.G  Giitrance  of  tli6  pollGn-tiibG,  and  takG  on  tliG 
strongly  rofractivc  appoarancG  alroady  known  to  ns.  For  tliG 
study  of  tliG  furtliGr  stages  of  development  of  tlie  embryo,  etc.,  this 
object  is  not  favourable. 

One  of  the  easiest  plants  in  which  to  see  the  passage  of  the  pollen- 
tube  into  the  micropyle  is  a speedwell,  Veronica  serpylUfolia,  very 
common  in  shaded  grass  and  in  hedgerows.  Take  a flower  from 
which  the  corolla  has  just  fallen,  place  the  ovary  on  a slide  in  a 
drop  of  water  or  of  3 per  cent,  sugar  solution,  and  dissect  out  the 
ovules  under  the  microscope  or  under  a simple  microscope.  If  the 
ovules  are  carefully  separated,  and  a cover-glass  put  on,  some 
of  them  will  probably  be  found  to  show  the  pollen-tube  in  the 
micropyle. 


NOTES  TO  CIIAPTEE  XXIX. 

1 Goebel,  Gnindzilge  d.  Sijst.,  etc.,  p.  417.  Liirssen,  Grundz.  der  Botanik, 
p.  356.  Med.  Pharm.  Bot.,  Bd.  II.,  p.  244.  Prantl,  Lehrbuch  der  Botanik,  4tb 
edit.,  English  edition  by  Vines,  p.  204. 

Strasburger,  Befruchtung  und  Zelltheilnvg,  pp.  34,  35. 

® The  same,  p.  55. 

The  same,  p.  54. 

* The  same,  j).  52. 


[Note  to  page  327.] 

® A multicellular  inferior  or  adherent  ovary  we  find  in  CEnotherahiennis  (even- 
ing primrose),  or  any  other  CEnothera,  Epilobium,  or  Fuchsia.  The  ovary  here 
often  lies  considerably  below  the  point  of  insertion  of  the  flower.  The  cross- 
section  shows  four  cells  or  loculi.  The  ]Dlacentae  arise  from  the  inner  angles  of 
the  cells;  they  project  somewhat  into  the  cavity  of  the  cells,  and  bear  two  or 
three  rows  of  ovules.  The  middle  line  of  each  cell  is  represented  by  a de 
pression.  At  this  point  lie  weak  vascular  bundles,  a strong  one  externally  and 
a weaker  one  internally,  before  the  partition  walls.  The  inner  one,  by  means  of 
horizontal  branches,  which  the  cross-section  often  lays  bare,  is  connected  with 
the  bundles  which  occupy  the  central  tissue  between  the  four  cavities.  These 
for  their  part,  support  the  placentae.  The  wall  of  the  ovary  contains  numerou.s 
raphides  which,  setiree  from  their  cells,  lie  scattered  over  the  whole  section. 

[Note  to  page  333.] 

* Fertilization  of  orchids  takes  place  in  from  3 to  10  days  after  pollination, 
according  to  the  species. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

STEUCTUEE  OF  THE  SEED  OF  ANGIOSPEEMS. 

Material  Wanted. 

Flowers  and.  seed-pods  of  various  ages  of  the  Shepherd’s  Piirse  {Cap- 
sella  Bursa-pastor  Is).  March  to  Xovember.  Fresh,  also  in  alcohol. 

The  same  of  the  Water-Plantain  {AUsina  Plantago).  June  to. August. 

Ripe  seeds  of  the  Castor  Oil  plant  {Ricinus  communis). 

Ripe  grains  of  Wheat.  Fresh. 

We  will  now  endeavour  to  make  ourselves  acquainted  with  the 
structure  of  a ripe  seed,  and  to  give  especial  attention  to  the  embyro 
which  it  contains.-  As  a comparatively  favourable  plant,  we  select 
one  of  the  Cruciferae,  Capsella  Bursa-pastoris,  the  shepherd’s 
purse,  a plant  which  has  been  very  commonly  made  use  of  for 
embryological  studies.^  Its  seed  is  comparatively  small,  but 
provides  special  advantages  for  developmental  investigation.  For 
this. reason  therefore  we  will  endeavour  to  overcome  the  dijBdcultv 
that  the  cutting  of  the  ripe  seed  presents.  It  is  advisable  first  of 
all  to  prepare  a median  longitudinal  section  through  the  seed,  as  we 
want  to  know  what  the  object  looks  like,  the  development  of  which 
we  are  about  to  study.  This  section  presents  no  insuperable  dif- 
ficulty, if  we  have  fresh  seeds  at  our  disjDOsakin  j^rejDaring  between 
the  fingers.  It  is  still  easier  if  we  place  the  seed  between  two  flat 
pieces  of  cork,  and  draw  the  razor  between  them.  Or  the  seed  can 
be  fastened  with  gum  in  the  desired  position  between  two  pieces 
of  soft  lime  or  poplar  wood,  and  after  it  is  dry  the  sections  made 
through  wood  and  seed  at  the  same  time.  Or  the  seed  can  be 
embedded  in  a drop  of  gum,  to  which  a little  glycerine  has  been 
added,  at  the  end  of  a piece  of  elder  pith,  and  after  drying,  gum 
and  seed  can  be  cut  at  the  same  time. 

The  sections,  in  whichever  way  prepared,  should  be  examined  in 
glycerine,  as  water  makes  the  embyro  swell,  and  come  out  of  the 
testa.  The  embyro  (Fig.  Ill,  A),  fills  up  the  entire  seed;  it  is  bent 
at  its  mid-length,  so  that  the  cotyledons  (c)  lie  alongside  the  hypo- 
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cotyledonary  axis,  or  liypocotyl  {h)  i.e.  are  incumbent.  (Com- 
pare the  figure.)  This  disposition  is  characteristic  of  several 
tribes  of  the  CruciferaD,  by  some  systeinatists  collected  into  the 
section  Notorhizea?,  and  may  be  represented  by  the  sign  j | Q 
Another  characteristic  method  of  folding  of  the  embryo  in  Crn- 
ciferte,  is  where  the  liypocotyl  is  folded  over  and  applied  to  the 
edges  of  the  cotyledons.  This  is  called  accumbent,  and  may  be 
expressed  by  the  sign  ” 0.  They  may  likewise  be  represented 
C C H and  Q |— I respectively.  If  the  section  is  delicate  and 
has  cut  the  seed  perfectly  in  the  centre  (as  in  the  adjoining  Fig.  A), 
we  see  at  the  base  of  and  between  tire  cotyledons  the  small  grow- 
ing apex  of  the  stem,  the  plumule,  and  can  also  see,  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  hypocotyl,  the  axis  closed  by  the  radicle  covered  by  a 
root-cap  only  a few  cells  thick.  There  is  no  endosperm  to  be  seen  ; 
the  embryo  is  immediately 
sui*rounded  by  the  skin  of 
the  seed — the  testa,  and  is 
therefore  said  to  be  ex  al- 
buminous. If  we  use  a 
somewhat  higher  magnifying 
power,  we  can  determine 
that  this  testa  (Fig.  Ill,  Z>) 
consists  of  three  layers  of 
cells.  The  innermost  layer 
(a)  is  composed  of  cells  wtli 
comparatively  little  thickened 
and  almost  colourle.ss  walls, 

contents. 

Addition  of  iodine  shows  us 
that  these  grains  are  coloured 
yellow-brown,  and  are  there- 
fore aleurou3.  Outwardly  follows  a second  layer  (c),  the  cell- 
walls  of  which  are  coloured  deep  brown,  and  on  the  inner  side 
are  very  strongly  thickened.  The  outermost  layer  of  cells  ap- 
pears in  concentrated  glycerine  as  a colourless,  apparently  homo- 
geneous membrane  ; its  cells  are  strongly  flattened,  and  thickened 
almost  to  the  obliteration  of  the  lumen..  Between  the  innermost 
and  the  second  outer  layer  is  often  to  be  distinguished  a crushed 
layer  of  cells,  appearing  like  a single  membrane. — If  we  examine 
the  testa  from  the  outside,  we  easily  recognise  the  contour  of  the 
polygonal  cells  of  the  external  tabular  layer.  These  cells  have 


and  with  granular 


V 


Fig.  111. — Caysclla  Barsa-pas'oris.  A,  longi- 
tudinal section  through  a ripe  seed;  ?i,  hypo- 
cotyl : c,  cotyledons;  v,  fibro-va«aI  bundle  of 
the  funiculus  (x  26).  B,  part  of  a longtitudinal 
section  through  tlie  testa,  after  the  action  of 
•water;  c,  the  swollen  epiderniLs;  c,  the  brown 
strongly  thickened  layer ; * the  crushed  layer  of 
cells;  a,  the  aleurone  layer  (x240). 
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their  more  internal  portions  partly  separated  by  intercellnlar 
sj)aces  full  of  air.  In  the  middle  of  each  cell  is  to  be  distinguished 
a weakly  defined  more  strongly  refractive  portion.  The  walls  cf 
the  next  inner  layer  of  cells  are  brown,  strongly  thickened,  the 
cells  themselves  only  a little  smaller  than  in  the  outer  layer. 
Considerably  smaller,  on  the  other  hand,  and  weakly  thickened, 
are  the  cells  of  the  third,  aleurone-containing,  layer. — If  we  now 
allow  water  to  run  into  the  section  from  the  edge  of  the  cover- 
glass,  we  see,  in  the  cross-section,  the  cells  of  the  outer  layer  rapidly 
swell ; each  bulges  strongly  outwards ; at  their  centre  a highly 
refractive  column  is  noticeable.  The  lumen  is  now  hardly  dis- 
tinguishable ; the  entire  cell  is  filled  by  the  thickening  layers  of 
the  wall,  and  in  all  cases  the  outer  thickening  layers  are  weakly, 
the  internal  strongly  refractive.  These  internal  thickening  layers 
form  the  striking  central  columella,  which  now  shows  up  very 
strongly  on  the  surface  of  the  seed,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
intercellular  spaces  between  the  cells  disappear.  The  swelling 
walls  usually  show  clear  lamination.  With  further  addition  of 
water,  the  cuticle  of  the  cells  is  ruptured,  and  the  outer  thickening 
layers  come  out,  diffusing  in  the  surrounding  water  as  invisible 
mucilage.  The  refractive  columella  remains  behind,  marking  the 
centre  of  each  cell  (Fig.  Ill,  B,  at  e).  It  has  increased  not  incon- 
siderably in  size  ; at  its  apex  can  be  seen  the  relics  of  the  dissolved 
thickening  layers.  In  the  same  way  the  lateral  middle-lamellng 
of  the  cells  remain,  and,  as  they  do  not  swell,  show  now  a much 
less  height  than  the  columellse.  All  this  can  be  seen  in  our  Fig. 
Ill,  B,  Avhich  represents  the  testa  after  the  action  of  water.  These 
phenomena  of  swelling  can  be  observed  more  quickly  if  the  section 
is  first  examined  in  alcohol,  and  then  water  run  in.  This  muci- 
lagination  of  the  thickening  layers  of  the  outer  cells  of  seeds  and 
mericarps*  is  a comparatively  common  phenomenon,  which  facili- 
tates the  sticking  of  the  seed  to  foreign  objects,  and  therefore  serves 
in  their  transport  and  dissemination,  and  on  the  other  hand  has 
as  a result,  the  firm  retention  of  Avater  on  the  surface  of  the  seed. 

As  the  section-cutting  of  ripe  seeds  presents  some  difficulty,  Ave 
can,  so  far  as  informing  ourselves  about  the  position  and  structure 
of  the  embryo  is  concerned,  prepare  the  sections  from  seeds  which 

* Mericarps,  the  segments  of  fruits  which,  like  the  Pelargonium  (Geranium), 
Cranes’  Bills,  and  Parsley  Worts,  do  not  dehisce  to  let  out  their  seeds,  but  split 
up  bodily  into  seed-containing  segments.  Hence  these  fruits  are  called  schizo- 
carps— splitting  fruits.  [En.] 
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are  not  quite  ripe,  and  far  softer,  and  only  study  the  testa  upon 
fully  ripe  seeds. — Now  let  us  go  back  to  younger  stages,  and  at 
first  lay  the  entire  ovule  in  potash.  These  ovules  can  be  best 
obtained  by  halving  the  seed-vessel  in  its  entire  length,  and  then 
removing  the  ovules  from  each  half  with  the  scalpel.  The  ovules, 
almost  to  the  fully  ripe  stage,  can  be  made  so  far  transparent  that 
we  can  inform  ourselves  sulliciently  as  to  the  position  of  the 
embryo.  The  embryo  goes  a beautiful  green  in  potash,  which 
arises  from  the  swelling  of  the  starch -grains,  so  that  the  chloro- 
phyll-grains become  visible.  Proceeding  to  progressively  younger 
ovules,  we  see  that  the  embryo  (and  at  first  especially  its  coty- 
ledons), becomes  continually  shorter.  It  continually  withdraws 
further  and  further  from  the  lower,  outward-bent,  half  of  the 
embryo  sac.  Ovules  from  fruits  which,  w'ithout  stalk,  measure 
i inch  in  height,  show  the  embryo  as  a small  body  of  cordate  form. 
The  two  divaricating  anterior  protuberances  are  the  rudiments  of 
the  cotyledons.  If  we  trace  back  the  various  stages  of  develop- 
ment of  the  e.mbryo,  Ave  can  at  the  same  time  determine  that 
endosj^erm  is  formed  only  at  the  two  ends  of  the  embryo-sac,  and 
appears  especially  at  the  chalazal  end  as  a small  green-coloured 
mass  of  tissue.  The  latter  is  not  reached  and  absorbed  till  the 
seeds  are  well-nigh  ripe.  We  can  also  see  that  the  testa  proceeds 
from  the  two  layers  of  cells  of  the  outer  integument,  and  the 
inner  cell-layer  of  the  inner  integument.  This  latter  layer  is 
easily  distinguished  by  its  richness  in  contents.  The  one  or  two 
layers  of  cells  lying  between  this  inne-rmost  layer  and  the  outer 
integument  are  gradually  pressed  back  and  crushed,  so  that  they 
ultimately  form  only  the  compound  membrane  lying  between 
the  second  and  third  layer  of  the  testa.  If  unripe  seeds  of  various 
ages  are  laid  upon  an  object- slide  in  a drop  of  gljmerine,  and 
covered  with  a cover-glass,  and  then  subjected  to  carefully  con- 
trolled pressure  with  the  handle  of  the  needle-holder,  the  ovules 
will  burst,  and  the  O'ften  uninjured  embryo  will  come  out.  This 
process  is  effective  Avith  embryos  from  a very  young  state  up  to 
those  that  are  well-nigh  fully  formed.  ■ — In  order  to  inform  our- 
selves as  to  the  structure  of  the  egg-apjDaratus  in  the  ovule  at  the 
receptive  period,  Ave  must  have  recourse  to  alcohol-material,  Avhich 
Ave  make  transjoarent  to  the  desired  degree  by  careful  addition  of 
potash.  We  can  thus  state  the  presence  of  two  synergidce,  and  an 
oosphere,  in  the  egg -apparatus,  Avhile  the  antipodal  cells  are  very 
difficult  to  see.  The  structure  of  the  ovule  is  easy  to  follow  fresh, 
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in  pure  water,  or  with  a trace  of  potash  added  to  make  it  still 
more  transparent.  The  ovule  is  campylotropous,  i.e.,  its  nucellus 
and  embryo-sac,  as  we  have  already  seen  in  later  stag’es,  are 
curved.  The  outer  integument  consists  of  two  layers,  the  inner 
in  its  upper  part  has  two,  further  in  has  three  layers.  The 
nucellus  at  this  stage  is  already  absorbed,  so  that  the  embryo-sac 
is  directly  in  contact  with  the  inner  integument.  The  funiculus  is 
pretty  long;  it  is  traversed  by  a fibre- vasal  bundle,  which  ends  in 
the  chalaza,  and  is  still  visible  even  in  the  ripe  seed  (Fig.  lll,J  ,r) 
Very  beautiful,  in  the  next  older  stages,  especially  after  the  addi- 
tion of  potash,  are  the  views  one  gets  of  the  rudimentary  embryo. 
We  can  see  that  the  fertilized  oosphere  [oospore]  grows  into  a 
thread-like  pro-embiyo,  about  six  cells  long  ; the  uppermost  cell, 
i.e.,  that  most  removed  from  the  miei-opyle,  rounds  off  into  a head- 
cell,  the  embryo  cell,  the  other  cells  collectively  form  the  suspensor, 
while  the  lowermost  cell  of  this  embryo-bearer  or  suspensor,  the 
attaching-cell,  swells  at  the  same  time  bladder -like,  absorbs  the 
entire  nucellar  tissue  up  to  the  integui.ment,  and  forms  the  bladder 
which  we  find  at  this  place  even  in  the  ripe  state  (comp.  Fig.  Ill, 
J.).  Tliis  swollen  cell  may  .serve  to  help  on  the  absorption  of  nutri- 
ment for  the  embryo.  The  tissue  of  the  chalaza  swells  consider- 
ably at  the  same  time,  and  the  cell-contents  become  dark-coloured. 
Soon  we  see  there  the  green  'endosperm-cells,  which  in  smaller 
number  surround  the  rudimentary  embryo  at  the  micropylar  end 
also.  In  such  preparations  we  can  determine  that  the  swollen 
globular  embryo-cell  is  already  separated  from  the  suspensor  by  a 
partition  wall,  and  soon  after  is  divided  by  a longtitudinal  wall, 
at  right  angles  to  which  follows  a second  longditndinal  wall,  and 
then  at  its  mid  height  a cross-wall.  The  globular  embryo  thus 
appears  divided  into  octant-cells,  in  which  are  subsequently  formed 
periclinal  and  anticlinal  walls.  The  globular  embryo  increases  in 
size  and  in  number  of  constituent  cells,  flattens  somewhat,  and 
then  from  its  anterior  end  the  cotyledons  grow  out.  These  at  first 
are  in  contact  at  their  base,  and  then  subsequently  the  growing 
jDoint  or  plumule  of  the  stem  bulges  out  between  them.  All  of 
these  stages  can  likewise  be  followed  in  fi'esh  material,  and  in  situ, 
by  laying  the  ovules  in  glycerine,  covering  with  a cover-glass,  and 
then  carefully  heating  over  a spirit  or  gas-flame.  The  ovule  is 
thus  made  transparent,  and  the  embryo  clearly  visible. 

For  the  study  of  the  monocotyledonous  embryo  we  select  the 
common  Water  Plantain,  Alisma  Flantago.^  This  object  is,  in  fact, 
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-highly  suited  to  this  kind  of  investigation,  and  is  therefore  very 
commonly  used  for  it.  First  of  all  we  will  make  ourselves  familiar 
with  the  fully-developed  state.  The  flower  of  Alisma  Plantago 
contains  numerous  monocarpellary  pistils  ; it  is  apocarpous,  much 
resembling  in  this  respect  the  Ranunculaceao.  From  each  flower 
therefore  proceed  numerous  fruits,  which  are  closely  pressed 
together  in  a single  whorl  into  a collective  fruit,  a dry  etSBlio 
of  triangular  outline.  Each  individual  ripe  carpel  [achene]  is 
strongly  flattened  laterally^  somewhat  thicker  above,  obovate  in 
profile,  with  a median  dorsal  groove.  At  about  mid-height  of  each 
achene,  on  its  internal  edge,  is  a short  thread-like  outgrowth,  repre- 
senting the  withered 
style  which,  therefore, 
is  ventral.  For  fur- 
ther investigation  we 
select  an  almost  ripe 
etaario,  place  a single 
achene  between  the  two 
halves  of  a split  cork, 
and  draw  the  razor  be- 
tween these  two  halves, 
we  shall  thus,  without 
trouble,  obtain  tolera- 
bly median  longitudinal 
sections ; while  cutting 
between  the  fingers 
presents  difficulties,  as 
the  testa  is  so  hard. 

At  the  same  time  we 
will  prepare  some 
cross-sections  in  the 
ordinary  way,  between 
two  pieces  of  cork. 

The  longitudinal  sec- 
tions we  examine  in 
water,  to  which  we  add  a little  potash.  For  the  cross-sections 
pure  water  suffices.  For  the  study  of  the  testa  upon  the  longi- 
tudinal sections  the  air  must  be  driven  out ; for  this  we  can  either 
lay  the  sections  for  a short  time  in  alcohol,  or  else  place  them 
under  the  air-pump.  We  also  lay  some  longitudinal  sections  in 
carbolic  acid,  and  in  this  way  obtain  figures  which  supplement  the 


Fig.  112.  — Alisma  Plantago.  Meclian  longituclinnl 
section  through  a ripe  achene.  eg),  epicarp  (epidermis); 
m,  mesocarp ; en,  endocarp  of  the  wall  (pericarp)  of 
the  fruit;  v,  a fibrovasal  bundle  in  this ; v *,  the  end  of 
the  fibro- vasal  bundle;  st,  the  withered  style;  f,  the 
pollen-passage  ; /,  funiculus  of  the  seed,  with  its  fibro- 
vasal bundle /y;  mp,  micropyle;  cJi,  chalazal  end;  ts, 
the  testa ; Tip,  hypocotyl  of  the  embryo ; Jl,  first  leaf ; 
cl,  cotyledon  ( x 23  ). 
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others  in  the  most  satisfactory  way.  The  longitudinal  section,  if 
(Correctly  cut,  presents  the  appearance  of  the  adjoining  Fig.,  112. 
W e have  first  a comparatively  thick  wall  to  the  fruit,  the  pericarp, 
which  in  its  surface  is  covered  by  the  epidermis  (ep) . This  is,  as  our 
median  longitudinal  section  teaches  us,  a pretty  sharply  delimited 
part  of  the  pericarj),  and  is  therefore  distinguished  as  epicarp. 
To  the  epidermis  follows  a parenchymatous  tissue  of  approxi- 
mately isodiametric  cells,  strongly  thickened,  filled  with  air,  and 
without  intercellular  spaces  ; this  forms  the  mesocarp  {m).  Intern- 
ally follow  several  layers  of  elongated  sclerenchymatous  elements, 
and  represent  the  endocarp  (en) . A perfectly  median  longitudinal 
section  cuts,  at  the  back  of  the  testa,  a mucilage-passage  adjoining 
the  epidermis,  which  is,  however,  only  to  be  seen  well  in  an  unripe 
testa ; in  a ripe  one,  on  the  other  hand,  it  apjDears  almost  empty, 
and  can  scarcely  be  distinguished  from  the  neighbouring  tissue. 
Longitudinal  sections  not  truly  median  may,  on  the  other  hand, 
expose  a fibro- vasal  bundle  (r),  which,  lying  close  to  the  sclerenchy- 
matous endocarp,  passes  up  at  the  back  of  the  fruit,  in  order  to 
end  in  the  lower  half  of  the  ventral  edge  (at  -i;*).  Under  the  place 
of  insertion  of  the  withered  style  {st)  projects  the  ventral  edge 
of  the  epicarp,  which  is  here  formed  of  elongated  cells.  Adjoin- 
ing these  towards  the  interior  we  see,  in  favourable  cases,  an  air- 
passage  (t)  which,  continuing  the  pollen  route  through  the  style, 
can  be  followed  to  the  base  of  the  cavity  of  the  ovary.  This  is  the 
passage  by  which  the  pollen-tubes  arrive  at  the  micropyle.  As  the 
ovules  turn  their  micropyles  to  the  dorsal  edge  of  the  ovary,  the 
pollen-tubes,  after  entering'  the  cavity  of  the  ovary,  grow  round  the 
funiculus. — Epi-,  meso-,  and  endocarp  are  even  easier  to  recognise 
in  cross  than  in  longitudinal  sections ; and  the  furrow  in  the 
middle  line  of  the  back  is  now  specially  noticeable.  The  seed 
almost  completely  fills  up  the  cavity  of  the  ovaiy,  as  the  median 
longitudinal  section  through  the  fruit  proved,  and  is  fixed  in  the 
central  position  at  the  base  of  the  cavity  of  the  ovary  by  a 
tolerably  long,  bent  funiculus  (/).  A fibro-vasal  bundle  enters  into 
this  funiculus.  The  seed  is  campylotropoiis,  and  completely  filled 
by  the  embryo.  As  testa  (fs)  only  a thin  skin  is  present,  consist 
iug  of  two  clearly  distinguishable  layers  of  cells.  Between  the  two 
we  see  here  and  there  also  a third  crushed  layer,  which  comes  out 
more  clearly  after  swelling  in  potash.  The  inner  layer  of  cells  of 
the  testa  is  strongly  thickened  on  the  inner  side.  The  micropyle 
{m'p)  is  very  prominent  on  the  seed.  The  root-end  of  the  embryo 
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lies  directly  against  this  on  the  inside.  Tiiis  root-end  is  somewhat 
swollen,  and  projects  in  the  middle  in  the  form  of  a papilla.  If 
the  section  has  cut  the  embryo  quite  centrally,  we  see  that  the 
papilliform  projection  is  formed  of  two  layers  of  root-cap,  which 
at  the  edges  pass  over  into  the  epidermis.  At  mid-height  of  the 
seed  is  to  be  seen  upon  the  embryo  an  outward-turned  narrow 
notch,  in  which  lies  the  growing  apex  of  the  stem  [plumule].  This 
growing  aj)ex  is  enclosed  in  the  cotyledonary  sheath.  Upon  the 
apex  arises  a median,  external  (see  figure,  towards  the  left-hand) 
rudimentary  leaf,  which  completely  fills  up  the  notch.  The  part 
found  between  this  growing  apex  and  the  end  of  the  root  is  the 
hypocotyl.  It  is  covered  by  the  epidermis,  shows  three  layers  of 
cortical  cells,  regularly  arranged  into  a cylindrical  cover,  and  a 
median  string  of  elongated  cells  which  runs  from  the  root-aiDex 
towards  the  growing  point  of  the  stem.  These  cortical  layers  have 
only  one  layer  of  common  initial  cells  at  the  apex.  Over  these 
runs  the  dermatogen,  from  which  two  layers  of  root-cap  apjDear 
segmented.  The  central  string,  the  plerome,  is  terminated  by  its 
own  initials.  The  hypocotyl  is  prolonged  into  a cotyledon.  This  is 
bent,  in  proportion  to  the  form  of  the  ovarian  cavity,  tapers  gently 
to  its  apex,  and  ends  at  the  chalazal  end  of  the  seed.  The  cotyledon 
also  consists  of  a cylinder  of  regularly  arranged  layers  of  cells, 
and  is  traversed  by  a central  string  of  elongated  cells.  This  string 
bends  in  under  the  growing  apex  of  the  stem,  and  joins  with  that 
of  the  hypocotyl  (see  figure).  The  cell-rows  of  the  cortex  as  well 
pass  over  from  the  hypocotyl  into  the  cotyledon  with  a gentle 
bend.  The  cotyledon  shows  in  its  lower  part,  like  the  hypocotyl, 
three,  higher  up,  corresponding  with  its  diminution,  two,  and  finally 
only  one  layer  of  cortical  cells.  The  central  string  ends  at  some 
little  distance  from  the  apex  of  the  cotyledon.  In  the  ripe  seed 
there  is  not  a trace  of  endosperm.  This  seed  likewise  is  ex- 
albuminous.  The  embyro  itself  has  all  its  cells  densely  filled 
with  starch. — The  cross-section  of  the  seed  shows  nothing  new.  It 
presents  two  cross-sections  of  the  embryo  at  the  same  time,  separated 
by  a narrow  strip  of  tissue  which  passes  over  into  the  inner  cell- 
layer  of  the  testa.  The  structure  of  the  testa  is  more  clear  than  in 
longitudinal  sections.  The  cross-sections  of  the  embyro  show  the 
concentric  arrangement  of  the  cortical  layers  very  beautifully. 

The  two  angiospermous  plants  investigated  by  us  offer  us  truly 
typical  but  extreme  examples  of  embyro  formation  in  dicotyledons 
and  monocotyledons  res’pectively ; types  which  are  far  from 
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exhansilng  the  whole  diversity  of  cases  which  have  been  investi- 
gated. Thus,  amongst  dicotyledons  are  examples  of  embryos 
which  have  only  one  cotyledon  {Garum  Bulbocafttanum,  the  Pig- 
nut, Banunculus  Ficaria,  the  Pilewort  ) ; and  amongst  mono- 
cotyledons those  in  which  the  cotyledon  arises  laterally  from  the 
growing  apex  of  the  stem  (Dioscoreaceae,  Commelynacea3).-‘^ 

The  two  cases  studied  above  are  both  examples  of  excil- 
buminoiis  seeds,  i.e.,oi  seeds  in  which  the  endosperm  formed  in  the 
embryo-sac  is  completely,  or  almost  completely,  absorbed  into  the 
embryo  during  its  early  growth,  and  stored  up  mostly  in  the 
interior  of  the  cells  of  the  cotyledons.  An  example  of  the  other 
primary,  but  less  common,  type  of  seed,  known  to  systematists  as 
the  albuminous  seed,  ■i.e.,  one  in  which  the  endosperm  formed  in  the 
embryo  sac  is  not  absorbed  by  the  embryo  until  the  period  known 
as  germination,  has  been  already  in  part  studied  by  us  in  Chapter 
II.,  especially  in  the  case  of  Tonticum  as  a Monocotyledon,  and 
Ficinus  communis,  the  Castor  Oil,  as  a Dicotyledon.  It  is  advisable 
for  the  student  to  complete  his  study  of  the  structure  of  seeds  by 
a careful  study  of  the  ripe  seed  of  this  latter  plant,  first  removing 
the  testa,  as  it  is  too  hard  for  satisfactory  section  cutting.  The 
embryo  is  straight;  the  two  large,  delicate,  veined,  cot^dedons  lie  on 
either  side  of  a narrow  central  cavity,  which  nearly  separates  the 
seed  into  two  halves ; the  radicle  projects  towards  the  curious, 
wart-like  miciopylar  aril  which  will  have  been  noticed  at  one  end 
of  the  testa.  The  information  given  in  the  above  chapter  will 
enable  the  student  to  fill  in  the  details  of  the  structure  of  the 
seed. 

On  account  of  its  special  interest,  we  will,  however,  make  a 
further  study  of  the  grain  of  wheat,  the  fruit  of  Triticum  vnlgare. 
The  ovary  of  the  flower  of  the  wheat-plant  is  superior,  or  free,  and 
contains  a single  ovule.  This  latter,  in  its  development,  com- 
pletely fills  the  cavity  of  the  ovary,  the  pericarp  adhering  to  the 
testa,  as  is  shown  in  Pig.  11,  p.  19,  and  both  being  strained  and 
flattened,  so  that  the  constituent  cells  collapse.  We  may  investi- 
gate either  softened,  or,  what  is  even  better,  just  ripe  grains.  If 
we  take  softened  grains,  we  must  take  care  that  the  grain  is  only 
just  soft  enough  to  make  it  suitable  to  cut.  The  ripe  grain  of 
wheat  shows  in  the  middle  line  of  its  inner  side  a deep  furrow, 
corresponding  Avith  the  ventral  suture  of  the  ovary.  At  the  base 
of  the  opposite  side  is  the  embryo,  recognisable  as  a slightly  elliptic 
protuberance  ending  conically  below.  The  flattened  top  of  the 
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grain  is  crowned  with  hairs,  between  which  is  the  filiform  remnant 
of  the  style.  The  grain  of  wheat  is  not  a naked  seed,  bnt  a one- 
seeded,  dry,  indehiscent  fruit,  a caryopsis. — Take  first  of  all  cross- 
sections  of  the  grain  at  about  mid-height,  and  examine  them  in 
water  or  in  glycerine,  and  later  on  with  the  addition  of  a little 
potash.  Leaving  the  furrow  out  of  the  question  for  the  present, 
we  find  that  the  exterior  is  constituted  of  one  or  several  layers  of 
thickened  pitted  cells,  the  walls  of  which  are  highly  refractive  and 
yellowish,  and  colour  a deep  yellow  in  potash.  The  outermost 
layer  of  these  cells  is  the  epidermis  (Fig.  112a,  A ep.),  the  suc- 
ceeding la}’ers  (e)  belong  to  the  inner  tissue  of  the  wall  of  the 
fruit,  or  pericarp,  and  the  innermost  layers  are  for  the  most  part 
obliterated.  To  this  outer  tissue  succeeds  a layer  of  tangentially 
elongated,  straight,  or  more  or  less  curved,  cells  (chi),  distinguished 
by  numerous  narrow,  cross-set  pits.  Now  and  again  in  the  inner 
side  of  this  pitted  layer  we  see  tube-like  cells,  which  indicate  the 
inner  epidermis  of  the  pericarp.  This  is  all  that  remains  of  the 
pericarp.  The  tis.sue  next  following  appertains  to  the  seed.  It 
is  separated  from  the  pericarp  by  more  or  less  numerous  air  spaces. 
The  testa  shows  first  a thin,  apparently  homogeneous,  colourless 
skin,  arising  from  a layer  of  cells  with  obliterated  cavities ; to  this 
follows  a similar  narrow  layer,  the  scarcely  recognisable  cavities 
of  which  have  browm  contends.  These  two  layers  are  represented 
in  a,  in  Fig.  112a,  A ; together  they  constitute  the  testa  ; the  out- 
lines of  their  cells  are  recognisable  upon  tangential  sections.  All 
the  elements  of  pericarp  and  testa  are,  so  far  as  they  possess  cavi- 
ties, filled  with  air.  To  the  testa  succeeds  a relatively  thick, 
strongly  refractive,  white  skin  (n),  which  owes  its  origin  to  the 
outermost  layer  of  the  tissue  of  the  nucellus.  In  ordinary  seeds 
this  would  be  known  as  the  tsgmen.  The  original  cavities  of  the 
cells  in  this  are  indicated  by  narrow,  granular,  tangential  striie. 
To  this  layer  follows  the  layer  of  radially  elongated  aleurone-con- 
taining  endosperm,  cells  (al),  which  we  have  already  studied  in 
Chap.  II;  and  next  to  these  come  the  cells  of  the  inner  endosperm, 
filled  with  starch.  The  wall  of  the  furrow  shows  the  mesocarp 
much  increased  in  quantity,  and  the  layers  progressively  of  larger 
cells;  while  in  the  middle  line  the  elements  are  again  small,  thin- 
walled,  without  interstices,  and  have  a median,  weakly  developed 
vascular  bundle.  The  layer  chi  is  thicker,  and  contains  chlorophyll 
and  large  air-cavities;  the  outer  nucellar  layer  thickens  into  a 
cushion  of  tissue,  behind  which  the  aleurone  layer  is  often  wanting  - 
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This  increased  development  of  the  outer  tissues  accompanies  a 
deeper  infolding  of  the  endosperm  than  of  the  testa  and  pericarp, 
and  a sharp  limit  between  the  tissue  of  the  seed  and  of  the  fruit  is 
not  recognisable  in  the  furrow.  A tangential  section  taken  from 
the  surface  of  the  grain  shows  us  that  the  epidermis  and  adjoining 
tissue  of  the  wall  of  the  fruit  consists  of  longitudinally  elongated 
cells,  and  the  tissue  of  the  pitted  layer,  on  the  other  hand,  of  hori- 
zontally elongated  cells,  and  that  the  outer  layers  therefore  consist 
of  cells  set  at  right  angles.  The  best  impression  of  these  layers  is 
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Fig.  112a.  Grain  of  Triticum  vulgare,  the  wheat. — A,  cross-section  through  the  pericarp 
and  testa.  Of  these,  ep  is  the  epicarp,  e,  outer  layers,  and  chi,  chlorophyll  laj'er,  apper- 
taining to  tbe  interior  tissue,  or  mesocavp ; n,  remnants  of  the  ovnl.-ir  integument;  n,  tlie 
outermost  thickened  layer  of  the  nuccllus;  the.se  together  constituting  the  testa;  aJ,  the 
aleut one-layer  of  the  endosperm  (x  240).  B,  median  longitudinal  section  through  the 
lower  part  of  a ripe  fruit.  At  the  bottom  of  this  to  the  left  is  the  embryo  with  the  scutellum, 
fc  ; V,  the  li^uleof  the  scutellum;  vs,  its  vascular  bundle  ; ce,  its  “ cylindrical  epithelium” ; 
c,  the  sheath  of  the  cotyledons;  pv,  the  growing  apex  of  the  stem;  hp,  the  hypocotyl ; I,  the 
ligule  upon  it ; r,  the  radicle ; cp,  the  root-cap  of  the  radicle  ; cl,  the  root-sheath  (coleorhiza)  . 
m,  place  of  exit  of  the  radicle,  corresponding  with  the  micropyle  of  the  ovule  ; p,  the  funicle  ; 
rp,  vascular  bundle  in  the  funicle;  /,  lateral  wall  of  the  furrow  ( x 14). 


obtained  if  the  sections  are  laid  for  a couple  of  hours  in  chloral 
hvdrate,  and  afterwards  examined  in  the  same  fluid. 

Let  us  now  endeavour  to  obtain  a tolerably  median  longitudinal 
section  through  the  rijie  grain,  for  which  purpose  we  must  not, 
however,  use  air-dry,  but  softened,  or  even  better,  grains  which 
are  just  ripened.  The  embryo  will  show  specially  well  in  sections 
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examined  in  carbolic  acid,  or  treated  with  potash  and  examined 
in  gdjcerine.  We  will  first  examine  the  section  with  a low  power, 
and  afterwards  work  over  it  carefully  with  a high  power  for  the 
purpose  of  detailed  study.  We  begin  with  the  embryo.  This  is 
situated  obliquely,  at  the  base  of  the  body  of  the  endosperm 
(Fig.  112a,  2>),  and  is  in  contact  with  it  by  means  of  the  scutellum 
(sc.).  The  scutellum  ajDpears  in  longitudinal  section  as  a flat 
structure,  which  at  both  upper  and  under  termination  ends  free 
in  a blunt  projection.  Below  the  upper  end  a short  excrescence 
arises  from  the  scutellum  (c/.  figure),  which  is  to  be  looked  upon 
as  a ligular  structure  (Z).  Bounding  the  scutellum  in  the  upper 
half  of  the  embryo  is  the  sheath-like  cotyledon  (c).  This  sheath- 
ing cotyledon  surrounds  many  rudiments  of  leaves,  which  decrease 
in  size  inwards.  The  largest  of  these  leaf-rudiments  stands  in 
the  middle  line  towards  the  exterior.  Between  the  youngest 
(innermost)  of  the  leaf -rudiments  lies  the  growing  apex,  from 
this  point  of  view  appearing  relatively  narrow  and  steep  (pv.). 
Together  wdth  the  leaf-rudiments  this  forms  the  rudimentary  bud, 
the  plumule.  The  plumule  and  the  cotyledon  are  borne  upon  the 
stem,  or  hypocotyl  (hp).  Upon  its  outer  side  this  produces  a 
small  free  ligule  (1).  The  hypocotyl  is  prolonged  below  into  the 
radicle  (?•),  which  is  dissected  somewhat  obliquely  forwards. 
Even  with  low  magnification  this  shows  the  central  plerome, 
closed  cone-wise  towards  the  apex,  and  surrounded  by  the  peri- 
blem  and  dermatogen.  At  the  apex  the  periblem  and  dermatogen 
come  together  into  a single  layer  of  cells  (compare  with  this 
Fig.  69,  p.  184).  Inside  the  plerome-cylinder  the  rudiments  of 
the  first  vessels  can  be  very  easily  seen,  and  traced  right  up  to 
its  apex.  The  root-cap  (cp)  lies  over  the  apex  of  the  root  as  a 
transparent  cover.  The  whole  of  this  rudimentary  root  lies  in 
a closed  sheath,  the  coleorhiza  (cl),  and  is  sharply  limited  towards 
it  by  a clear  line,  which  indicates  the  thickened  walls  of  its 
dermatogen  cells.  This  clear  line  is  lost  over  the  root-apex,  be- 
tween the  body  of  the  root  and  the  root-cap.  At  its  base  this 
root-sheath  passes  over  into  the  tissue  of  the  hypocotyledonar}; 
axis.  At  its  part  which  ensheaths  the  root- apex  the  coleorhiza 
is  swollen  into  a wart-like,  clearly  distinguishable  projection 
(compare  the  figure).  A string  of  elongated  cells  (vs)  can  be 
traced  from  the  hypocotyl  into  the  scutellum ; the  epidermal 
cells  (ce)  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  scutellum  are  distinguished 
by  their  considerable  radial  elongation.  The  scutellum  is  a 
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slieatli-like  outgrowth  from  the  base  of  the  cotyledon,  and  must 
therefore  be  looked  ilpon  as  a part  of  it.  It  remains  in  the  seed 
during-  germination,  and  serves  as  a suctorial  organ.  The  absorp- 
tion of  the  food-materials  takes  place  by  means  of  the  cylindrical 
epidermal  cells  (epithelium),  , and  continues  until  the  whole  of 
the  reserve  food-materials  of  the  endosperm  are  exhausted. 

The  embryo  lies  in  immediate  contact  with  the  tssta,  while  the 
pericarp  is  here  somewhat  thicker,  but  more  loosely  constructed. 
Under  the  wart-like  apex  of  the  coleorhiza,  -i.e.,  as  the  place  from 
which,  in  germination,  the  rfidicle  will  project,  there  a still  farther 
reduction  and  a depression  (m)  is  visible.  The  fruit  has  a very 
short  stalk  (p),  and  we  can  see  the  vascular  bundle  (vp),  which 
enters  here  and  passes  into  the  funiculus  of  the  seed,  which  is 
fused,  however,  with  the  pericarp,  and  the  vascular  bundle  is 
hardly  recognisable.  Further  inwards,  however,  can  be  seen  a 
much  more  noticeable  string  of  grey- brown  elongated,  slightly 
pitted  cells,  which  we  have  already  noticed  in  the  cross-section. 
The  vascular  bundle  itself  is  embedded  in  delicate  walled,  colour- 
less, slightly  elongated  cells.  Further  inwards  are  the  layers  of 
nucellar  cells,  with  fairly  thick,  white  walls , and  then  comes  the 
aleurone  layer  of  the  endosperm.  This  is  readily  separable  from 
the  nucellar  cells,  so  that  an  air  space  is  often  present  at  this  part. 
Towards  the  embryo  the  endosperm  is  not  bounded  by  an  aleurone 
layer,  but  by  a fairly  thick  layer  of  swollen  cell-wnlls,  which 
represent  endosperm  cells  which  have  been  crushed  back  by  the 
enlarging  embryo. 

The  ripe  grain  of  wheat  germinates  very  easily,  and  we  will 
therefore  make  use  of  it  in  order  to  study  the  early  stages  of 
germination.  It  will  sufnce  to  embed  ripe  grains  in  moist  saw- 
dust; it  is  even  enough  ,to  stand  ripe  ears  for  a few  days  with 
their  lower  ends  in  a glass  of  water.  The  pericarp  of  the  grain 
is  first  of  all  broken  through  at  its  weakest  part  (m),  that  which 
corresponds  with  the  micropyle  of  the  seed;  the  coleorhiza  pro- 
trudes, and  out  of  its  tip  the  rapidly  lengthening  radicle  soon 
projects.  The  coleorhiza  surrounds  the  base  of  the  radicle  like 
a sheath.  Above  this  point  the  lowermost  pair  of  lateral  roots 
subsequently  arise,  each  likewise  surrounded  at  its  base  by  a root- 
sheath,  or  coleorhiza.  The  whole  grain  swells  considerably,  and 
ruptures  the  pericarpic  covering  more  or  less  completely.  If  this 
is  lifted  off,  we  can  easily  see,  with  the  lens,  the  ligule  between 
the  bases  of  the  two  lateral  roots.  The  cotyledonary  sheath 
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elongates,  and  assumes  a greenish  colour.  After  it  has  attained 
about  fifty-fold  its  original  length,  it  is  broken  through  at  its  apex 
by  the  first  bright  green  foliage  leaf.  Considerably  later  than  the 
first,  or  lower,  pair  of  lateral  roots  is  produced  a second,  upper 
pair.  The  original  distance  apart  of  the  structures  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  lateral  roots  remain  unchanged,  and  shows  that 
the  hypocotyl  undergoes  no  considerable  elongation.  The  lateral 
roots  soon  equal  in  development  the  principal  roots,  a tap-root  is 
therefore  not  produced. — From  a seedling  which  has  already 
produced  all  its  rudimentary  roots,  we  now  cut  off  all  the  elon- 
gated parts,  and  prepare  a median  longitudinal  section  through 
the  fruit.  We  can  now  easily  see  that  the  growing  point  remains 
pretty  much  in  its  old  position,  having  only  developed  a number 
of  new  leaf-rudiments.  The  scutellum  has  in  general  not  in- 
creased  in  size,  excepting  as  to  its  cylindrical  epithelium,  the 
cells  of  which  have  elongated  still  more,  and  more  or  less  com- 
pletely isolated  from  one  another  laterally,  so  as  to  resemble  hairs; 
they  have  ricli  protoplasmic  contents. — It  is  of  great  interest  for 
us  now  to  take  a little  of  the  endosperm  tissue,  diffuse  it  in  a 
drop  of  water,  and  examine  it  with  a high  power.  Amongst  the 
more  or  less  numerous  starch-grains  which  are  still  unchanged 
will  appear  others  which  have  become  corroded  by  the  action  of 
diastatic  ferments  which  have  been  produced  in  the  course  of  ger- 
mination. Such  grains  appear  peculiarly  changed.  Partly  still 
white,  of  their  original  density,  and  without  clear  lamination,  they 
are  in  other  places  transparent,  sharply  laminate,  and  with  the 
concentric  layers  traversed  by  more  or  less  dense  radial  strife. 
]\lany  grains  appear  as  if  reduced  thereby  to  vermiform  particles, 
and  finally  such  grains  are  completely  dissolved. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  XXX. 

^ Compare  Hanstein,  Bot.  Abhandl.,  Bd.  I.,  Heft,  i.,  p.  5.  Westerniaier,  Flora 
1876,  p.  483.  Famintzin,  Mem.  de  VAcad.  Imp.  d.  Sc.  d.  St.  Petersb.,  VII.  Ser., 
Tom.  XXVI.,  N.  10.  Kny,  Bot,  Wandtafcla,  Heft  i.,  p.  20.  A collection  of  all 
embryological  literature  in  Goebel,  Vergl.  Entwicklungsgeschichte,  in  Schenk’s 
Handb.  d.  Bot.,  Bd.  III.,  p.  165  et  sea. 

“ Hanstein,  as  above,  p.  33;  Famintzin,  as  above,  p.  4. 

^ The  literatue  is  in  Goebel,  as  above,  p.  169  etseq. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

THE  FRUIT  OF  AN GIO  SPERMS. 

Material  Wanted. 

Ripe  plum  or  cherry,  and  apple.  Fresh. 

Ripe  orange,  and  young  orange  ovaries  of  various  ages,  from  the  full- 
blown flower.  Fresh.  These  can  be  obtained  all  the  year  round. 

One  of  the  simplest  possible  cases,  namely  the  formation  of  the 
capsule  from  the  inferior  ovary  in  Orchidese,  wm  have  already 
come  to  know ; likewise  an  even  simpler  case  in  the  achene  of 
Alisma  ylantago ; in  the  following  pages  we  will  turn  our  atten- 
tion to  some  more  complicated  cases. 

A ripe  plum,  Prunus  domestica,  shows  upon  its  surface  a delicate 
covering  of  wax,  the  so-called  “ bloom,”  which  in  a surface  view  of 
the  epidermis  appears  as  a finely  granular  covering.  The  same 
view  shows  the  epidermis  composed  of  cells,  which,  combined  into 
groups,  betray  clearly  their  origin  from  common  mother-cells 
They  contain  rose-red  cell-sap.  A delicate  cross-section  shows  us 
under  the  epidermis  some  layers  of  cells  rapidly  increasing  in  size, 
and  further  in  cells  Avhich  remain  uniformly  large.  These  are 
rounded  off  from  one  another,  but  form  however  only  small  inter- 
cellular spaces.  They  contain  very  small,  scattered,  yellowish- 
green  chlorophyll-grains,  a thin  peripheral  layer  of  protoplasm,  a 
nucleus,  and  for  the  rest  colourless  cell-sap.  This  parenchymatous 
tissue  is  traversed  by  numerous  branching  fibro-vasal  bundles. 
Towards  the  stone  the  parenchymatous  tissue  becomes  smaller 
celled,  radially  elongated.  The  stone  itself,  which,  in  order  not  to 
break  the  razor,  must  be  cut  with  the  greatest  possible  care  on 
a surface  previously  prepared  with  a strong  pocket-knife,  consists 
of  very  strongly  thickened  and  lignified  elements,  the  avails  of 
w'hich  are  traversed  by  beautifully  branched  canals.  The  history 
of  its  develoj^ment  shows  that  the  stone  belongs  to  the  ■wall  of  the 
ovary,  the  pericarp ; and  that  the  epidermis  of  the  plum,  the  epi- 
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carp,  arises  from  the  epidermis  of  the  ovary  ; that  the  flesh  of  the 
fruit,  tlie  mesocarp,  arises  from  the  tissue  of  the  ovary  underlying 
the  epidermis ; and  the  stone,  or  endocarp,  from  its  inner  tissue. 
The  entire  tissue  of  the  plum,  including  the  shell  of  the  stone, 
owes  its  origin  therefore  to  the  wall  of  the  ovary.  Surrounded  by 
the  stone  is  the  seed,  consisting  of  the  embryo,  a delicate  testa? 
and  a remnant  of  the  endosperm  remaining  between  the  embryo 
and  the  testa.  If  we  cut  it  across  we  can  easily  distinguish  the 
two  cotyledons,  lying  flat  together.  A median  longitudinal  sec- 
tion of  the  seed  shows  us  at  its  base,  between  the  two  cotyledons, 
the  hypocotyl  of  the  embryo,  with  its  radicle  projected  into  the 
pointed  micropylar  end  of  the  seed,  and  between  the  base  of  the 
two  cotyledons  the  bud  or  plumule.  The  embryo,  during  its  in- 
crease in  size,  has  absorbed  the  entire  tissue  of  the  ovule,  up 
to  the  very  thin  testa,  from  which  still  arises,  quite  close  to 
the  micropyle,  the  withered  funiculus.  Delicate  cross-sections 
through  the  seed  show  us  the  testa  composed  of  collapsed  layers  of 
cells,  and  covered  on  its  outer  side  with  rounded  cells,  thickened 
either  only  or  chiefly  upon  the  sides,  bulging  outwards,  and  stand- 
ing either  singly  or  in  groups.  Between  the  testa  and  the  cotyle- 
dons is  a more  or  less  thick  layer  of  endosperm,  here  and  there 
reduced  to  a single  layer  of  cells,  or  entirely  absorbed.  Surface 
sections  of  the  testa  show  us  that  the  thickened  projecting  ele- 
ments are  single  cells  or  groups  of  cells  of  the  testa.  These  have 
been  thickened  while  their  neighbours  remain  unthickened  ; and 
as  these  latter  collapse  the  former  project.  The  pits,  abundant 
upon  the  side  walls,  give  to  these  cells  an  elegant  appearance. 
Where  two  thickened  cells  are  in  contact,  the  pits  come  together. 
The  history  of  its  development  shows  that  the  testa  arises  from  one 
integument  of  the  ovule.  Two  ovules  are  present  in  the  ovary,  of 
which  only  one  is  developed  further.  Such  a fruit  as  the  plum  is 
known  as  a drupe. 

This  description  of  the  plum  will,  apart  from  unimportant  dif- 
ferences, serve  likewise  for  the  cherry,  which  therefore  can  be 
investigated  in  the  place  of  the  former.  This  enlarges  the  oppor- 
tunity of  examination  in  the  fresh  state,  since  cherries  or  plums 
can  be  obtained,  more  or  less  ripe,  from  April,  or  even  earlier,  till 
October,  inclusive. 

We  will  now  make  ourselves  acquainted  with  the  microscopical 
structure  of  an  apple  (Pyrus  Malus).  The  apple,  like  the  plum 
and  cherry,  belongs  to  the  fleshy  iudehiscent  fruits ; while,  how- 
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ever,  the  plum  or  cherry  owes  its  origin  to  a superior  ovary, 
formed  from  a single  carpellary  leaf,  the  apple  arises  from  an  in- 
ferior, five-celled  ovaiy,  comjDOsed  of  five  carpellary  leaves.  How- 
ever, having  regard  to  the  relations  which  the  nearly  allied  roses 
offer,  we  can  assume  that  the  five-celled  ovary  here  is  immersed  in 
a hollowed  flower-stalk,  a so-called  hypanthium  or  receptacular 
tube,  and  is  adnate  to  this.  Many  reasons  concur  to  render  this 
conclusion  highly  probable.  To  describe  the  apple  or  the  hip  [fruit 
of  the  rose]  as  a pseudo-fruit  is  at  any  rate  incorrect,  since  the 
structure  producing  the  apple  differs  in  no  w^ay  from  the  inferior 
ovary  of  many  other  plants.  The  apple  is  crowned  at  its  top  by 
five  more  or  less  completely  shrivelled  sepals,  and  also  by  the 
withered  relics  of  the  rest  of  the  floral  parts.  Surface  sections  show 
the  epidermis  of  the  apple  to  be  composed  of  comparatively  small 
polygonal  cells,  upon  which  grouping,  as  a result  of  development, 
can  still  be  recognised.  The  walls  of  the  cells  are  pretty  strongly 
thickened,  their  cell-sap  either  colourless  or  rose-coloimed.  The 
surface  of  the  epidermis  is  covered  with  a finely  granular  cover- 
ing of  wax.  The  small  prominences,  which  are  readily  visible  on 
the  surface  of  the  apple  with  the  lens,  are  occupied  in  their  centre 
by  a stoma.  The  tissue  under  such  a stoma  is  often  dead,  or  else 
the  epidermis  is  here  ruptured,  and  the  wound  closed  with  cork. 
Thin  cross-sections  show  us  that  the  epidermis  is  strongly 
thickened  on  its  outer  side.  Below  it  lie  several  layers  of  tan- 
gentially elongated  cells,  with  tolerably  thick  walls,  which,  pass- 
ing inwards,  gradually  become  larger  and  thinner-walled,  and  at 
the  same  time  chlorophyll-containing.  No  sharp  limit  between 
epicarp  and  mesocarp  is  therefore  present.  The  chlorophyll- 
grains  are  filled  with  starch ; their  colour  disappears  towards 
the  interior  of  the  apple,  they  at  the  same  time  become  less 
numerous  ; at  length,  at  a certain  depth,  the  large  bladdery  cells 
of  the  mesocarp  contain,  besides  the  delicate  peripheral  layer  of 
protoplasm  and  nucleus,  for  the  most  part  only  colourless  cell-sap; 
the  intercellular  spaces  are  here  filled  with  air.  Fibro-vasal 
bundles  are  scattered  in  the  entire  tissue. — The  five  cells,  forming 
the  “core,”  are  covered  each  by  a smooth,  hard,  cartilaginous  mem- 
brane, the  endocarp.  This  corresponds  with  the  shell  of  the  plum- 
stone.  It  consists  of  several  layers  of  sclerenchyma-fibres,  thick- 
ened almost  to  the  obliteration  of  their  cavity,  and  the  thickening 
layers  of  which  are  pierced  by  fine  pores.  Surface  sections  show 
that  these  sclerenchyma-fibres  slope  irregularly,  often  are  bent, 
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and  in  the  diiJerent  layers  have  oppositely  inclined  courses.  The 
five  cells  often  separate  in  the  middle,  forming  a central  cavity, 
into  which  the  individual  cells  then  usually  open.  At  the  base  of 
each  cell  are  inserted  two  ovules,  of  which  both,  or  only  one,  pro- 
duce seeds,  or  of  which  commonly  neither  develops  further.  The 
seed  is  almost  filled  by  an  embryo  of  the  same  structure  as  the 
plum  or  the  cherry,  Tlie  brown  testa,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
much  thicker  than  in  the  last-named  plants.  In  cross-section  it 
shows  an  epidermis,  the  cells  of  which  outwardly  are  strongly 
thickened,  the  external  layers  colourless,  and  capable  of  strongly 
swelling,  the  inner  brown-coloured  and  not  swelling.  In  sections 
laid  in  water  the  sw'elling  layers,  increasing  in  volume,  at  length 
break  through  the  cuticle,  and  project  outwards  like  papilla3.  It 
is  these  which  make  the  wet  seeds  slippery.  The  thick  tissue 
underlying  the  epidermis  appears  in  cross-section  to  be  formed  of 
polygonal  cells,  rounded  at  the  angles,  brown,  and  pretty  strongly 
thickened,  to  which  succeeds  a layer  of  cells  only  about  one-third 
so  thick,  tangentially  elongated,  but  less  strongly  thickened. 
These  border  on  a shining  white,  thick  membrane.  This  last 
arises  from  the  strongly  thickened  outer  walls  of  the  outermost 
la^'er  of  the  nucellus ; the  entire  remainder  of  the  testa  comes  from 
the  outer  integument  of  the  ovule.  The  inner  integument  of  the 
ovule  is  very  early  absorbed.  The  nucellar  cells,  the  thickening- 
layers  of  which  appertain  to  the  testa,  are  mostly  collapsed,  as 
also  are  the  rest  of  the  cells  of  the  nucellus  wdiich  are  present. 
To  this  collapsed  layer  of  tissue  succeeds  a thin  layer  of  endo- 
sperm, which  is  also  absorbed  here  and  there,  and,  so  far  as  it  is 
present,  sheathes  the  embryo.  The  endosperm-cells  are  densely 
filled  with  aleurone-grains.  As  successive  surface  sections  show, 
the  epidermis  consists  of  cells  which  are  comparatively  but  little 
elongated,  the  inner  thickening  layers  of  which  are  porous.  The 
tissue  following  the  epidermis,  which  in  cross-section  appears 
isodiametric,  shows  now  to  be  elongated  in  longitudinal  direction 
and  provided  with  obliquely  mounting  cleft-like  pits.  The  ra- 
dially elongated  inner  elements  of  the  testa  are  arranged  at  right 
angles  to  the  preceding. 

The  cross  section  through  a ripe  orange.  Citrus  vulgaris,  [or 
C.  aurantiuin,Y  shows  externally  the  part  designated  rind,  and 
internally  the  cells  filled  with  the  orange-red  flesh,  the  number  of 
which  cells  is  indefinite,  and  varies  from  6 to  12.  The  cells  are 
separated  laterally  by  thin  partition-walls,  which  combine  into  a 
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central  column  of  tissue.  If  you  wish  to  apply  the  customary 
designations  of  the  parts  of  a fruit  to  the  structure  of  this,  we 
can  speak  of  tlie  outer  rind  as  epicarp,*  the  orange-red  flesh  as 
mesocarp,  the  inner  column  of  tissue  and  the  partition-walls  as 
endocarp.  We  enter  now  into  a microscopical  investigation  of  the 
individual  parts.  In  delicate  cross-sections  through  the  rind  we 
see  most  externally  a small-celled  epidermis,  to  which  adjoins  a 
tissue  of  gradually  enlarging  cells.  The  epidermis  and  adjoining 
tissue  contain  orange-red  chromatophores,  which  further  inwards 
disappear.  Intercellular  spaces  filled  with  air  appear  here  between 
the  cells,  and  gradually  enlarge,  since  the  tissue  itself  acquires  the 
character  of  a looser  spongy  j)arenchyma.  The  elements  of  this 
latter  are  extended  in  the  tangential  direction.  The  rind  is 
traversed  by  fibro-vasal  bundles,  which  the  cross-section  lays  bare 
chiefly  in  the  direction  of  their  long  axis,  and  which  branch  to- 
wards the  periphery.  Adjoining  the  epidermis  are  the  large  glands 
of  ethereal  oil,  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  They  show  throughout 
the  structure  known  to  us  from  Ruta,  and  allow  the  inner  invest- 
ment of  delicate  cells  to  be  readily  distinguished.  The  fruit, 
observed  macroscopically  from  the  outside,  shows  the  oil-glands  as 
darker  spots,  the  tissue  separating  them  as  a brighter  net- work. 
— A delicate  surface-section  of  the  outer  side  shows  us  first  the 
small  polygonal  epidermal  cells.  Those  lying  over  the  oil-glands 
are  distinguished  by  a want  of  the  orange-red  chromatophores ; 
they  contain  in  place  of  them  colourless  globules  of  various  sizes. 
Scattered  in  the  epidermis  are  the  stomata,  devoid  of  protoplasm, 
and  closed  on  the  inner  side.  The  next  deeper  sections  give  in- 
structive views  of  the  oil-glands  and  terminations  between  them 
of  the  fibro-vasal  bundles.  Still  deeper  sections  show  the  spongy 
tissue  of  elongated  sac-like  cells.  Adjoining  the  loculi  of  the 
ovary  the  cells  of  the  rind  become  still  longer,  fibrous,  in  part 
strongly  thickened  and  then  |3rovided  with  narrow,  obliquely 
mounting  pits.  The  partitions  between  the  loculi  are  constructed 
in  the  same  way:  in  the  interior,  of  spongy  parenchyma;  outwardly, 
of  fibrous,  in  part  thickened  tissue.  The  spongy  elements,  found 
outside  the  loculi  as  well  as  in  the  interior  of  the  partitions,  easily 
fall  out  of  union.  The  fibrous  elements,  on  the  other  hand,  appear 
pretty  firmly  connected  together.  The  best  view  of  these  latter  is 
obtained  in  surface  view.  We  separate  the  contents  of  tiie  loculi 
from  one  another  in  the  customary  way ; the  spongy  tissue  sur- 
* This  view  is  not  generally  held  in  England.  [Ed.] 
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rounding  the  loculi  is  tlius  torn,  the  iibrous  layer  remains,  how- 
ever, as  a delicate  white  sheath  around  the  flesh  of  the  fruit.  If 
we  now  spread  out  such  a sheath  and  examine  it  with  strong 
magnification,  we  see  it  constructed  of  several  layers  of  fibres, 
running  parallel  to  the  surface  of  the  loculus  and  at  right  angles  to 
its  long  axis.  Between  unthickened  fibres  are  scattered  others  of 
similar  form,  thickened  and  pitted. — The  flesh  of  the  fruit  consists 
of  club-shaped  sacs,  of  which  it  can  be  readily  identified,  even 
macroscopically,  that  they  all  arise  from  the  outer  side  of  the 
loculus.  They  are  here  inserted  with  a narrow  base,  and,  crowded 
together,  fill  uj)  the  loculus.  The  more  deeply  they  extend  into  the 
loculus  the  longer  they  are;  their  cour§e  is  radial,  at  right  angles 
with  the  lollop  axis  of  the  loculus.  Each  individual  club  shows 
at  its  surface  to  be  surrounded  by  a layer  of  closely-united  elon- 
gated fibrous  cells,  just  as  we  see  them  in  the  boundary  of  the 
loculus.  Interpolated  between  these  cells  are  single  ones,  more 
strongly  thickened,  and  provided  with  obliquely  ascending  pits. 
The  interior  of  the  clubs  is,  however,  filled  with  very  large,  poly- 
gonal, delicate- walled  cells,  full  of  sap,  in  the  interior  of  which  are 
visible  spindle-shaped,  very  narrow,  orange-red  chromatophores. 
The  central  core  of  tissue,  in  which  the  partitions  come  together, 
is  formed  of  the  same  spongy  parenchyma  as  in  the  internal  part 
of  the  rind. — In  “quartering  ” an  orange  we  free,  as  we  see,  the 
contents  of  the  loculi,  surrounded  by  the  fibrous  layer  clothing 
each  loculus,  which  is  easily  separated  from  the  spongy  paren- 
chyma. This  fibrous  layer  can  now  be  very  easily  separated  from 
the  sides  of  each  “ quarter,”  with  more  difficulty  from  its  outer 
surface,  because  here  the  sacs  of  the  flesh  are  joined  to  the  fibrous 
layer.  In  the  flesh  the  seeds  lie  embedded  in  uncertain  number. 
They  occupy  the  inner  edge  of  the  sections,  turning  their  place  of 
insertion  inwards.  In  isolating  the  sections  the  seeds  are  sej^arated 
from  the  placenta ; usually,  however,  portions  of  the  inner  core  of 
tissue,  together  with  the  placentae,  cling  to  the  inner  edges  of  the 
sections. 

As  the  orange  trees  of  botanical  gardens,  etc.,  readily  provide  the 
required  material,  in  the  way  of  fruit  in  all  stages  of  ripeness  at 
the  same  time,  we  will  endeavour  to  trace  out  the  development  of 
this  fruit,  stopping,  however,  at  only  the  most  important  stages. 
The  cross-section  through  an  ovary  taken  from  a flower  shows 
already  a pretty  thick  wall,  having  oil-glands  in  its  perijjhery,  and 
also  a strongly  developed  central  core,  while  the  loculi  appear 
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comparatively  small.  The  ovolos  are  inserted  in  two  rows  in  the 
inner  angles  of  the  loculi,  and  with  their  long  axis  arranged 
radially  outwards.  The  loculi  are  clothed  with  epidermis,  which 
is  bounded  by  two  or  three  layers  of  a tissue  without  inter-spaces, 
Avhile  further  in  the  tissue  has  air-containing  intercellular  spaces. 
From  the  outer  sui'face  of  each  loculus  small  protuberances 
already  project  inwardly  ; in  their  fonnation  the  internal  epidermis 
and  the  next  succeeding  cell-layer  take  part.  The  cross-section 
through  a small  rudimentary  fruit  of  about  | inch  diameter  shows 
in  the  place  of  the  small  protuberances  cylinclidcal,  small-celled 
emergences,  which  extend  to  various  depths  in  the  loculus,  and 
have  already  begun  to  press  in  between  the  rudimentary  seeds. 
Their  epidermis  is  continuous  with  that  of  the  loculus,  while  their 
inner  cells  pass  over  into  the  hypodermal  tissue  surrounding  the 
loculus.  Individual  emereeuces  remain  at  an  earlier  stao^e  of 
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development,  and  the  cells  of  their  surface  grow  out  into  papillse. 
The  older  now  the  rudimentary  fruits  we  investigate  are,  so  much 
the  longer  are  the  sacs  which  fill  up  the  enlarging  loculi.  The 
loculi,  however,  at  first  always  remain  very  small  in  proportion  to 
the  rapidly  thickening  rind,  in  'the  periphery  of  which  the  number 
of  oil-glands  undergoes  corresponding  increase.  The  flesh-sacs 
now  begin  to  swell  into  a club  in  their  upper  part,  their  epidermis 
to  elongate  in  the  long  direction  of  the  sac,  while  the  inner  cells  of 
the  sac  by  successive  cross-division  remain  isodiametric.  More- 
over a highly  refractive,  yellowish  content  distinguishes  the  inner 
cells  of  the  sac  from  its  epidermis.  A notable  elongation  parallel 
to  the  surface  of  the  loculus  is  undergone  also  by  the  epidermis 
clothing  the  loculus,  and  the  layere  contiguous  to  it,  which  were 
early  distingmished  by  the  want  of  interstices.  All  this  is  already 
completed  in  a rudimentary  fruit  of  from  ^ to  f inch  diameter, 
and  the  important  stages  of  development  are  therefore  cleared  up, 
for  the  sacs  now  only  need  further  to  enlarge,  and  to  differentiate, 
in  order  to  attain  the  stage  already  known  to  us  in  the  ripe  fruit ; 
from  the  epidermis  of  the  loculus  and  the  tissue  adjoining  it, 
proceed  however  the  fibrous  layer  surrounding  the  segments  of 
the  fruit ; the  tissue  of  the  central  core,  and  of  the  rind,  which 
already  contains  air,  produces  the  spongy  parenchyma  ; in  the 
periphery  of  the  rind  the  oil-glands  are  in  course  of  progressive 
dcveloj^ment,  and  the  layers  wliich  now  contain  chlorophyll  will 
later  contain  the  orange-red  chromatopliores. 

Cross-sections  tliro’  gh  an  ovary  taken  from  a flower,  treated 
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with  potash,  easily  show  us  ovules^  in  median  longitudinal 
section.  The  ovules  are  anatropous ; we  determine  upon  them 
the  existence  of  two  thick  integuments,  of  a nuccllus,  and,  in 
perfectly  median  sections,  also  a small  embryo-sac.  Pollination 
and  fertilization  in  the  orange  are  separated  by  about  four  weeks. 
To  study  the  processes  of  fertilization  offers  difficulties ; if  we 
turn,  however,  to  the  rudimentary  seeds  of  a fruit  about  -f-  inch 
thick,  we  can  easily,  in  longitudinal  sections  prepat’ed  between 
the  fingers,  find  in  the  apex  of  the  embryo-sac  the  still  few-celled 
rudimentary  embryo.  The  nucellus  is  hollowed  in  the  form  of  a 
funnel,  and  the  way  by  which  the  pollen-tube  has  passed  into  it  is 
marked  by  small  cells  rich  in  contents.  Of  the  inner  integument 
the  innermost  layer  of  cells  is  distinguished  by  their  brown  colora- 
tion, and  the  small  size  of  the  elements.  The  inner  integument  is 
only  a few  cells  thick,  while  the  outer  has  considerable  thickness. 
Upon  this  latter  the  epidermis  begins  to  fill  with  finely  granular 
contents,  and  to  thicken  on  the  outer  side.  If  the  rudimentary 
seeds  have  attained  a length  of  from  to  inch,  a very  peculiar 
phenomenon  is  to  be  observed  in  them.  In  the  immediate 
proximity  of  the  apex  of  the  embryo-sac, — or,  now  and  again, 
even  at  a considerable  distance  from  it, — projecting  protuberances 
show  themselves  in  the  hollow  of  the  embryo-sac,  which  clearly 
are  traceable  to  luxuriant  growth  of  the  surrounding  nucellus. 
In  this  way  in  Citrus,  as  in  a number  of  other  Angiosperms ; 
adventitious  embryos  are  produced,  besides  the  fertilized  embryo. 
Median  longitudinal  sections  through  the  next  older  rudimentaiy 
seeds  show  us  the  same  kind  of  rounded  rudimentary  embryos,  in 
different  'stages  of  development,  projecting  into  the  embryo-sac, 
and  with  especial  frequency  at  its  anterior  end.  Here  and  there 
we  can  make  out  that  the  embryo  developed  from  the  oospore 
has  likewise  further  developed.  The  formation  of  endosperm 
quickly  follows,  and  on  longitudinal  sections  through  the  next 
older  rudimentary  seeds  we  find  the  embryo-sac  comj)letely  filled 
with  endosperm.  Into  this  latter  the  young  embryos  are  pushed, 
and  some  of  them  soon  begin  to  produce  their  two  cotyledons, 
and  to  assume  the  typical  form  of  the  dicotyledonous  embryo. 
The  nucellus  is  absorbed  by  the  embryo-sac  up  to  the  outermost 
layers  of  cells.  Of  the  outer  integument  the  epidermal  cells  have 
elongated  considerably  in  longitudinal  direction,  and  at  the  same 
time  increased  in  height.  The  thickening  of  their  outer  walls  has 
gone  on  very  strongly.  The  other  tissue  of  the  outer,  as  well  as 
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that  of  the  inner  integument,  havm,  on  the  other  hand,  undergone 
no  important  change.  As  we  can  make  out  upon  still  older 
rudimentary  seeds,  the  embryos  soon  begin  to  be  impeded  in 
their  development;  one  or  more  get  the  upper  hand,  and,  after 
all  the  endosperm  has  been  absorbed,  fill  up  the  embryo-sac.  The 
longitudinal  section  through  the  ripe  seed  then  shows  either  one 
or  several  embryos  pressed  together ; besides  those  fully  developed 
are  also  some  incomplete  and  imperfectly  developed,  Polyem- 
bryony  in  the  orange  is  therefore  dependent,  not  on  the  presence 
of  several  oospheres  in  the  embryo-sac,  all  capable  of  fertilization, 
but  on  the  formation  of  adventitious  embryos.  The  testa  consists 
of  the  outer  cell-layers  of  the  nucellus,  densely  filled  with  contents, 
and  of  the  two  integuments.  The  limit  of  these  two  towards  one 
another  is  obliterated,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  innermost  layer 
of  the  inner  integument  is  well  marked  by  its  brown  colour.  The 
epidermis  of  the  outer  integument  has  attained  considerable  height, 
and  is  thickened  on  its  side  walls  also  by  newly  formed  obliquely- 
pitted  thickening  layers.  The  thickening  masses  laid  on  out- 
wardly swell  with  lying  in  water,  and  give  the  seed  its  slippery 
mucilaginous  surface.  The  last  produced,  inner  thickening  layers 
increase  in  volume  in  their  upper  parts,  and  project  outwards  like 
papilla3. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTEK  XXXI. 

* Compare  Poulsen,  Botaniska  Notise}’  utg.  of  Nordstedt,  1877,  p.  97,  where 
the  other  literature  is  given. 

* E.  Strasburger,  Jan.  Zeitscli.f.  Natunc.,  Bd.  XII.,  1878,  p.  652. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

CTLL-DIVISTON  AND  NUCLEAE  DIVISION. 

Material  Wanted. 

Young  flower-buds  of  Tradescantia  Virginica,  or  allied  species,  June 
to  August.  Fresh. 

Flower-buds  of  various  ages  of  some  Liliaceous  plant,  such  as 
Fritillaria  Persica,  or  other  species,  TuHp,  Liliuin,  etc.  Fresh. 
Also  the  same  in  absolute  alcohol. 

Flower-buds,  various  ages,  of  a Ranunculaceous  (such  as  IIMehorus 
fcetidus)  or  Papaveraceous  plant.  Fresh. 

Cladopliora  glomerafa.  Fresh. 

Old  internodes  of  Tradescantia  Virginica.  May  to  September.  Fresh 
or  in  alcohol. 

Stems,  about  inch  thick,  of  the  Buckthorn,  Bhamnus  Frangula. 

The  best  and  most  certain  object  upoil  which  to  follow  easily 
the  division  of  the  nucleus  and  the  cell,^  is  the  staminal  hairs  of 
[the  Spider-wort,]  Tradescantia  Virginica,  already  known  to  us, 
or  of  some  nearly  allied  species.  We  must  observe  the  hairs, 
however,  in  a stage  of  development,  in  which  they  are  not  yet 
fully  formed,  and  are  found  in  active  cell-multiplication.  For 
this  purpose  we  take  for  investigation  flower-buds,  which,  without 
stalk,  measure  between  ^ and  \ inch  in  height.  We  open  these 
buds,  and  first  pull  off  the  anthers  from  the  filaments  with  fine 
forceps.  Then  with  the  scalpel  we  make  a cut  across  under  the 
insertion  of  the  ovary  and  the  filaments,  and  lift  this  part  entire 
out  of  the  bud.  We  lay  it  in  a drop  of  3 p.  c.  solution  of  sugar, 
and  then  separate  the  filaments  from  their  foundation  with  needles 
under  the  simple  microscope.  The  ovary,  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
body  of  the  flower,  is  removed  from  the  preparation.  We  can 
observe  the  preparation  directly  upon  the  object-glass,  as  it 
remains  alive  under  the  cover-glass  for  a considerable  time,  and 
admits  of  the  use  of  the  stioagest  objectives.  Or  we  place  the 
preparation  in  a drop  of  the  sugar  solution  on  a cover-glass, 
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wliicli  we  then  lay  npsicle  down  upon  the  edges  of  a moist 
chamber.  We  can  thus  retain  the  hairs  in  developmental  con- 
dition for  a half  day  or  more,  although  the  hairs,  lying  deeper 
in  the  susjiended  drop,  will  not  admit  of  such  high  powers.  In 
general  we  must  take  care,  therefore,  that  the  suspended  drop  is 
sj:)read  out  flat. 

The  resting  nucleus  appears  finely  punctate  (Fig.  113,  1, 
bottom  cellj  ; but  examined  with  stronger  magnification,  or  in 
cells  which  have  been  brought  somewhat  under  the  influence  of 
the  surrounding  fluid,  we  see  that  the  minute  granules  are  not 
isolated,  but  closely  connected  into  rows,  forming  fine  threads 
wound  in  and  out:  the  entire  nucleus  thus  forms  a network  or 
framework  enclosed  in  a delicate  membrane.  Between  the  coils 
of  the  thread  are  distingn».»hable  several  nucleoli  of  various  sizes. 
The  nucleus  is  surrounded  by  a little  cjtoplasma,  which  is  con- 
nected with  the  perij^heral  protoplasm  by  plasmic  threads.  This 
protoplasm  contains,  besides  the  scarcely  distinguishable  micro- 
somata  or  microsomes,  strongly  refractive  grains — leucoplasts. 
The  nucleus  getting  ready  for  division  increases  in  size,  and  from 
its  fine  framework  forms  gradually  a coarsely  granular  thread. 
The  nucleus  then  begins  to  elongate,  and  the  coils  of  its  thread 
arrange  themselves  in  oblique  direction,  approximately  parallel 
to  one  another  (Fig.  113,  2).  At  the  same  time  the  cell-plasma 
begins  to  collect  at  the  two  poles  of  the  nucleus.  We  can  easily 
observe  all  these  progressive  changes  in  one  and  the  same  cell, 
but  this  requires  a comparatively  long  time  and  continuous,  or 
only  briefly  interrupted,  observation.  The  grains  in  the  threads 
then  become  indistinct,  this  assumes  gradually  a homogeneous 
aspect,  and  lays  its  coils  in  definite  fashions  which  are  not  in 
all  phases  easy  to  follow.  In  cells  which  are  dying,  the  nuclear 
figures  become  for  a short  time  clearer.  Hence  we  can  conclude 
from  numerous  observations  that  the  coils,  in  the  first  place  running 
obliquely,  are  folded  in  the  equatorial  plane  of  the  nucleus,  and 
at  the  same  time  are  placed  parallel  to  its  long  axis.  The  nuclear 
' thread  then  segments  at  the  places  where  it  is  folded,  alike  at 
the  poles  and  the  equator,  and  the  nuclear  figure  then  consists 
of  individual  pieces  of  thread  which  are  bent  in  the  equator  like 
a hook.  The  next  rearrangements  are  again  uncertain.  First 
shaiq^ly  defined  is  the  stage  in  which  the  thread-segments  show 
themselves  as  separated  into  two  bundles  of  straight  segments, 
approximately  of  equal  length,  with  their  ends  coming  together 
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in  the  equator  (3).  If  these  daughter-segments  are  specially 
long  they  bend  at  their  polar  ends  into  a hook.  The  daughter- 
segments  are  equally  numerous  in  the  two  opposite  bundles. 
Since  the  stage  in  which  we  saw  the  coarsely  granular,  obliquely 
arranged  threads  (2)  about  an  hour  may  have  passed  away.  The 
segments  appear  almost  homogeneous  ; but  with  stronger  magni- 
fication we  can  recognise  slight  constrictions  on  the  suiface,  which 
betray  its  construction  out  of  successive  discoid  pieces.  With 
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Fifr.  Tradescaniia  Virginica.  Proce^sfes  bf  ^divisibti  in  the  cells  of  the  staminal  hairs. 
Fig.  1,  with  a resting  nucleus  in  its  lowest  cell,  and  an  upper  cell  which  has  just  divided. 
Fig.  2,  with  a coarsely  granular  nucleus  showing  oblique  striation.  Figs.  3-11,  successive 
stages  of  division  followed  in  the  same  cell;  3,  about  10.10  o’clock;  4,10.20;  5,  10.25; 
6,  10.30;  7, 10;35;  S,  10.40;  9,  lOtfiO;  lO.d'l.lO;  11,  11.30  (x  510). 

limited  time  we  choose  this  last  Stage  as  the  first  for  continuous 
observation.  We  have  now  'to  look  for  the  separation  of  the 
two  nuclear  halves  in  'the  next  few  minutes,  and  this  proceeds 
so  quickly  that  we  cau  see  it  take  place.  The  two  nuclear  halves 
remove  from  one  another  in  the  longitudinal  direction  (4).  Five 
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minutes  later,  tlie  two  nuclear  halves  are  a noticeable  distance 
from  one  another  (5).  The  daughter-segments  do  not  always 
separate  from  one  another  simultaneously,  many  remain  behind 
and  then  hasten  after  the  others.  At  the  same  time  we  see  the 
daughter-segments,  during  their  movement  apart,  bend  at  the 
poles,  becoming  according  to  their  position  somewhat  shorter  and 
correspondingly  thicker  (5).  Between  the  nuclear  halves  remains 
a substance,  transparent  as  glass,  Avhich  is  quickly  increased  in 
quantity  by  the  immigration  of  the  plasma-masses  previously 
collected  at  the  poles  (5  and  6).  In  this  transparent  central  mass 
a finer  structure  is  not  noticeable,  but  we  can  make  out  later 
that  this  mass  is  in  fact  differentiated  into  threads.  It  assumes 
gradually  a barrel  shape.  From  25  to  30  minutes  may  have 
elapsed  since  the  commencement  of  the  separation,  and  we  see 
appear  in  the  equatorial  plane  of  the  central  mass  dark  points 
arranged  in  rows.  In  the  next  moment  these  points  fuse  together, 
and  we  notice  in  their  jDlace  a sharply  defined  dark  line,  the 
young  partition  wall.  This  has  therefore  proceeded  from  the 
small  granules.  These  latter  are  microsomes,  and  form  what  we 
distinguish  as  the  cell-plate.  In  the  middle  transparent  proto- 
plasmic substance,  and  at  like  distance  from  the  two  nuclear 
halves,  a cell-plate  is  therefore  first  produced,  and  from  this  pro- 
ceeds the  young  partition  wall.  If  the  central,  barrel-shaped 
plasmic  body  has  been  formed  so.  broad  that  it  fills  the  entire 
cross-section  of  the  cell,  we  see>  the  partition  wall  at  once  joined 
on  all  sides  to  the  wall  of  the  mother-cell.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  plasmic  mass  does  not  occupy  the  entire  cross-section,  it  in 
all  cases  adjoins  one  side  of  the  wall  of  the  mother-cell,  and  we 
see  it  now,  after  the  young  partition  wall  has  been  formed  on  this 
side,  move  about  inside  the  cell,  so  as  gradually  to  come  into 
contact  in  all  directions  with  the-  wall  of  the  mother-cell,  and 
thus  complete  the  parts  of  the  edges  of  the  partition  wall  which 
are  still  wanting’.  The  central  body  withdraws  therefore  a little 
from  the  partition  wall  which  is  already  present,  and  completes 
the  parts  which  are  wanting  by  forming  cell-plate  sections  in  their 
positions  (7-9).  During  these  processes  we  see  the  daughter- 
segments  bend  at  their  equatorial  ends  round  towards  the  interior 
of  the  nucleus  (7,  8).  The  ends  of  the  daughter-segments  in  this 
way  come  ultimately  into  lateral  contact,  and  fuse  together. 
Then  once  more  only  a single  nuclear-thread  is  present,  forming 
a coil.  The  nuclear- thread  in  the  daughter-nuclei  now  again 
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begins  to  become  finely  granular,  and,  with  stronger  magnification, 
we  note  that  it  begins  to  change  into  a thin  thread,  bent  zigzag 
to  and  fro  (Fig.  9,  and  the  upper  cell  of  1).  The  coils  of  this 
thread  become  longer,  produce  loops  constantly  increasing  in 
number,  these  ultimately  anastomose,  and  so  form  gradually 
(10  and  11)  the  stage  which  formed  the  starting  point  of  our 
observations.  At  the  same  time  the  two  daughter-nuclei  increase 
in  size,  and  we  assume  that  they  are  nourished  at  the  expense 
of  the  surrounding  cytoplasm.  They  approach  slowly  nearer  to 
the  newly-formed  partition  wall.  About  an  hour  and  a half  after 
the  commencement  of  the  separation  the  formation  of  the  daughter- 
nuclei  is  complete,  and  even  nucleoli  are  visible  in  them  (11)- 
— Treatment  with  reagents  gives,  in  the  hairs  of  Tradescantia,  re- 
sults of  little  advantage.  They  are  best  fixed  by  1 p.  c.  acetic  acid, 
so  that  we  can  make  use  of  acetic  methyl-green  in  order  to  stain 
them  at  the  same  time.  We  can  thus  easily  make  out  that  the 
barrel-shaped  mass  of  plasma,  lying  between  the  two  nuclear 
halves,  in  which  the  partition  wall  is  formed,  and  which  appear 
clear  as  glass  in  the  fresh  state,  really  consists  of  threads,  which 
join  together  the  two  rudimentary  daughter- nuclei.  We  designate 
these  threads  as  connecting  threads  ; the  innermost  have  a straight 
course,  the  rest  describe  curves  so  much  the  more  marked  as  they 
approach  the  edge  of  the  system.  The  granules  which  form  the 
cell-plate,  in  case  the  proper  stage  is  fixed,  are  very  clearly  visible, 
and  appear  with  stronger  magnification  as  equatorial  swellings  of 
the  individual  connectins^  threads. 

In  order  quickly  to  obtain  nuclei  and  cells  in  a fixed  condition 
in  the  dividing  state,  we  take  for  investigation  the  pollen  mother- 
cells  of  the  Monocotyledons.  Especially  to  be  recommended  are 
many  Liliaceae ; as  Fritellaria,  Lilium,  Alstroemeria,  which  possess 
especially  large  pollen  mother-cells  and  nuclei.  These  genera 
stand  so  closely  together  in  their  relations  that  they  can  mutually 
replace  one  another.  As  we  shall  base  our  descrij^tion  upon 
Fritellaria  Persica,  we  now  state  expressly  that  almost  any  species 
of  Lilium  and  Alstroemeria,  and  indeed  most  Liliaceae  and  Ama- 
ryllidaceae  can  replace  it.  It  is  at  any  rate  of  great  advantage  to 
select  plants  that  unite  in  their  inflorescences  numerous  flowers 
becoming  successively  ripe.  Which  buds  conceal  the  desired 
developmental  stage  of  the  pollen  mother-cells,  we  must  find  out 
by  testing.  We  open  a very  young  flower  bud,  take  out  an  anther 
with  the  forceps,  place  it  in  a drop  of  acetic  methyl-green,  or 
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acetic  gentiaua-violct,  lay  a cover-glass  upon  it,  and  jDress  upon 
it  witli  a flat  object,  till  the  anther-cells  are  flattened  and  their 
contents  evacuated.  The  evacuated  contents  are  immediately 
fixed  by  the  acetic  acid  and  stained  by  the  methyl-green  or 
gentiana-violet,  and  we  can  see  at  once  whether  we  have  before 
us  resting  nuclei,  or  in  a state  of  division.  If  the  pollen  mother- 
cells  are  already  divided  into  four  daughter-cells,  or  the  young 
pollen-grains  are  already  separated  from  one  another,  we  must 
go  back  to  younger  flower  buds.  Whether  we  have  to  do  with 
young  pollen-grains,  or  with  pollen  mother-cells,  Ave  can  easily 
recognise  by  the  thick  colourless  Avails  of  these  latter.  We  go 
back  to  continually  younger  buds  until  we  can  see  in  the  nuclei  of 
the,  as  yet,  thin- Availed  and  connected  mother-cells  a fine  thread- 
like coil,  and  a flat  nucleolus  lying  against  the  wall  of  the  nucleus. 
At  this  stage  of  the  development  the  coiled  thread  contracts  under 
the  influence  of  the  reagents,  withdraws  (Fig.  114,  a)  from  the 
nuclear  Avail  (this  latter  remaining  uncoloured),  and  we  can 
determine  that  this  wall  is  a membrane  formed  by  the  surrounding 
cell-plasma  (cytoplasm).  The  nucleolus  we  will  here  distinguish 
as  a lateral  nucleolus  (paranucleolus),  because  it  occupies  a 
peripheral  position,  and  moreover  otherwise  comports  itself  some- 
Avhat  differently  from  the  ordinary  nucleolus.  This  paranucleolus 
is  characteristic  of  the  nucleus  of  all  pollen  and  spore  mother-cells. 
The  “ coil  ” condition  above  observed  has  developed  from  that  of 
the  resting  nucleus,  which  we  should  And  in  still  younger  flower 
buds,  and  which,  just  as  we  are  accustomed  to  find  it  in  the 
resting-nucleus,  shows  a fine  framework  and  several  nucleoli. 
With  the  coiled  thread  and  paranucleolus  we  have  reached  the 
preparatory  stage  for  cell-division,  so  we  now  pass  step  by  step 
to  older  flowers.  To  fix  them  for  the  purpose  of  study  Ave  can 
either  use  acetic  or  formic  methyl-green,  or  acetic  or  formic  iodine- 
green,  or  acetic  or  formic  gentiana-violet,  or  lastly  picro-nigrosine. 
All  these  media  fix  immediately,  and  each  has  special  adA’antages, 
so  that  we  can  with  profit  test  them  all.  Preparations  stained 
with  gentiana-violet  or  with  picro-nigrosine  can  be  preserved  in 
glycerine  without  decolorizing. — As  a characteristic  next  succeeding 
state  we  meet  with  that  (6),  in  which  we  see  lying  in  the  enlarged 
nuclear  hollow,  against  the  nuclear  wall,  segments  of  the  nuclear 
thread,  about  12  in  number.  These  pieces  of  the  thread  appear 
distributed  pretty  uniformly  on  the  nuclear  VAmll.  They  are  exclu- 
sively stained  by  treatment  Avith  acetic  methyl-green,  Avhile  the 
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imclear  hollow  appears  colourless.  This  latter,  provided  we  have 
cut  a comparatively  young  state,  contains  only  homogeneous  cell- 
sap  ; if  we  have  an  older  stage  the  nuclear  hollow  is  already 
traversed  by  a greater  or  less  number  of  fine  cytoplasmic  threads. 
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The  paranucleolus  is  feebly  coloured,  and  attached  somewhere  to 
the  nuclear  wall,  or  to  a segment.  These  segments  have  been 
formed  from  the  nuclear  thread,  which  we  previously  saw  forming 
a coil.  The  thread  had  shortened  considerably,  thickening  at  the 
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same  time,  broadened  into  a band,  and  ultimately  has  separated 
into  the  said  segments.  In  most  favourable  cases  we  can  deter- 
mine that  each  of  these  segments  has  split  in  the  direction  of 
its  length  into  two  equally  thick  daughter-segments  (b).  The 
daughter-segments  separate  in  part  from  one  another,  and  form 
Y-shaped  or  X-shaped  figures.  The  next  succeeding  characteristic 
state  presents  us  with  the  nuclear  spindle  (c).  This  shows  equa- 
torially  placed,  strongly  stained  segments,  which  form  the  nuclear- 
plate,  and  delicate  unstained  spindle-fihres,  which  converge  towards 
the  two  poles  of  the  nuclear  spindle.  To  these  spindle-fibres  are 
attached  the  segments  of  the  nuclear  plate.  The  segments  of  the 
nuclear  plate  have  the  form  of  a Y lying  down,  and  direct  their 
two  arms,  following  the  spindle-fibres,  towards  the  poles.  Seen 
from  the  pole,  the  nuclear-plate  presents  an  appearance  as  in  Fig. 
114,  d. 

The  number  of  the  segments  regularly  distributed  in  the 
nuclear-plate  is  in  this  plant  usually  12.  The  segments  of  the 
nuclear-plate  corres]3ond  with  the  longitudinally  divided  pairs  of 
segments,  which  we  previously  observed  attached  to  the  nuclear- 
membrane.  The  nuclear  membrane  has  been  dissolved,  the  sur- 
rounding cytoplasm  has  penetrated  into  the  nuclear  hollow,  and 
a portion  of  it  has  produced  the  spindle-fibres.  Following  these 
spindle-fibres  the  |Dairs  of  daughter- segments  arrange  themselves 
into  the  nuclear  plate.  Each  segment  of  the  nuclear-plate  is 
therefore  a pair  of  daughter-segments,  the  foot  of  the  Y consists  of 
the  adjoining  parts  of  the  daughter- segments,  usually  fused  under 
the  influence  of  the  reagent ; the  arms  are  the  separated  parts. 
With  this  the  preparatory  phases  of  cell-division,  the  prophases, 
are  completed  — Now  begin  the  phases  of  separation  and  rearrange- 
ment of  the  daughter- segments,  the  metaphases  of  division.  In 
this  process  the  two  sister-segments  of  each  pair  separate  from 
one  another,  and  at  the  same  time  wheel  round  polewards,  so  that 
they  now  lie  with  their  convex  portion  towards  the  poles  (e). 
These  conditions  are  more  rarely  met  with  in  preparations,  as  they 
are  passed  through  very  quickly ; we  can  however  see  the  further 
phases  of  the  separation  of  the  sister-segments,  which  appertain 
to  the  receding  phases  of  division,  the  anaphases.  Such  a stage 
we  see  in  Fig.  114,/.  The  daughter- segments  follow  the  spindle- 
fibres,  and,  drawing  closer  together,  reach  their  polar  ends.  Here 
their  ends  fuse  together,  and  form  a daughter-coil  (g).  Ail 
the  conditions,  from  the  beginning  of  the  separation  to  the  last- 
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observed  stage,  are  often  found  together  in  the  contents  of  one 
anther-loculus.  While  the  daughter-segments  move  towards  the 
poles,  the  spindle-fibres  remain  behind  as  connecting  threads 
between  them  (/,  g).  The  number  of  connecting  threads  is  in- 
creased by  the  intercalation  of  new  ones,  and  they  ultimately 
form  a barrel-shaped  structure.  Soon  the  connecting  threads  are 
only  clearly  marked  in  the  equatorial  parts,  and  in  the  equatorial 
plane  itself  appears,  as  thickenings  of  these  threads,  a row  of 
granules,  which  represent  the  cell-plate  (g).  The  cell-plate 
ultimately  extends  over  the  whole  diameter  of  the  cell,  the 
elements  of  the  cell-plate  fuse,  and  form  a partition  wall,  which 
halves  the  mother-cell  into  two  daughter-cells.  In  each  daughter- 
nucleus  is  formed  a thin-threaded  coil,  the  turns  of  which  remain 
•parallel  to  the  original  arrangement  of  the  daughter-segments. 

Later  preparations  show  us  that  the  nuclear  thread  in  the  nuclei 
of  the  daughter-cells  again  becomes  coarser  (7i).  Its  coils,  differing 
in  this  respect  from  the  mother-nucleus,  gradually  elongate  at  right 
angles  to  their  original  direction,  and  form  loops  in  the  equator 
(^).  The  points  of  curvature  at  the  poles  and  in  the  equator  are 
broken  through,  the  segments  contract,  and  withdraw  to  the 
equator.  Thus  arises  the  nuclear  plate,  in  which  the  spindle-fibres 
on  both  sides  are  very  difficult  to  recognise  (Zc,  right-hand).  The 
segments  of  the  nuclear  plate  are  arranged  into  a wreath  (k,  left- 
hand).  The  division  of  the  two  nuclei  follows  in  the  same,  or  in 
two  planes  cutting  one  another  at  right-angles,  hence  giving 
figures  with  two  views,  as  in  (k).  The  segments  of  the  nuclear 
plate  divide  in  the  direction  of  their  length,  though  this  cannot 
be  seen  in  preparations  fixed  in  this  way.  Then,  however,  the 
daughter-segments  withdraw  from  one  another,  and  their  reduced 
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thickness  bears  witness  to  their  having  split  (1).  The  subse- 
quent processes  correspond  with  those  in  the  mother-cell.  The 
two  cells  divide  in  the  same  way  into  four  grand-daughter-cells, 
which  either  lie  in  the  same  plane  (m),  or  cross  one  another  at 
right-angles,  according  to  the  direction  which  the  nuclear  division 
took.  The  four  grand- daughter- cells  soon  acquire  their  own  walls, 
and  are  set  free  by  solution  of  the  wall  of  the  mother-cell. 

Preparations  fixed  in  this  way  do  not  suffice  for  more  careful 
researches  upon  nuclear  and  cell-division.  For  this  purpose  we 
prepare  suitable  material  by  laying  the  flower-buds  of  various  ages 
in  absolute  alcohol.  Preparations  fixed  with  chromic  acid,  picric 
acid,  or  mixtures  with  chromic  acid,  are  here,  in  general,  inferior 
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to^arcoliol-material’.  Taking  objects  ’wliicli  miistthave  lain  at  least 
three  days  in  absolute  alcohol,  we  rapidly  prepare  longitadinal 
sections  through  the  anthers,  and  lay  these  in  a solution  of  safranin 
in  absolute  alcohol,^  first  diluting  the  solution  Avith  ^bout  one-half 
distilled  Avater.  In  a drop  of  this  fluid  upon  an  object-slide  the 
sections  can  afterwards  be  examined,  in  order  to  determine  ap- 
proximately which  stage  of  division  they  contain.  In  the  safranin 
solution  the  sections  have  to  lie  for  from  twelve  to  twenty-four 
hours,  and  then  . they  are  transferred  to  absolute  alcohol,  and 
moved  to  and  fro  so  long  as  they  give  off  visible  clouds  of  colour. 
We  then  place  the  sections  in  oil  of  cloves  (better  still  in  oil  of 
•marjoram),  and  as  soon  as  they  are  completely  saturated,  in  cold 
.solution  of  gum-dammar  (dammar  dissolved  in  warm  turpentine, 
and  evaporated  to  a syrup),  or  in  Canada-balsam  (dissolved  in 
chloroform  or  in  turpentine),  in  Avhich  they  remain  unchanged. 
With  accurate  treatment  the  nuclear  substance  alone  is  stained,; 
the  spindle-fibres  are  only  feebly  marked  in  such  preparations. 
‘ The  structural  relations  of  the  cytoplasma  are  most  sharply 
defined  in  a filtered  solution  (as  thick  as  syrup),  of  the  clearest 
' possible  shellac  in  absolute  alcohol.  Canada-balsam  clears  the 
preparation  even  more  than  dammar  solution.  Gentiana-violet, 
with  the  same  kind  of  treatment,  gives  nuclear  colorations  Avhich 
• are  almost  better  than  safranin.^ — In  order  to  make  the  spindle- 
fibres  more  visible,  we  lay  a number  of  sections  of  the  alcohol- 
material  in  very  dilute  hsematoxylin  (logwood)  solution,  made  by 
dropping  into  a watch-glass  full  of  water  only  a few  drops  of  an 
old  Grenacher’s  or  Bohmer’s  solution  of  logwood.  The  sections 
piust  not  however  be.  placed  directly  out  of  the  alcohol,  in  to  the 
haematoxylin  solution,  but,  in  order  that  they  shall  have  no  pre- 
cipitate formed  upon  them,  must  previously  h^-ve  passed  through 
distilled  water.  In  the  logwood  solution  the  sections  remain  for 
, several  hours,  during  which  the  degree  of  staining  can  be  con- 
trolled by  microscopical  test ; when  the  desired  coloration  is  ob  tained, 
t wo  put  up  the  preparation  in  glycerine,.  In  case  of  overstaining 
( we  remove  the  surplus  of  stain,  before  laying  in  glycerine,  by 
means  of  water,  in  which  the  sections  have  to  lie  for  a considerable 
. time,  or  by  means  of  an  iron-alum  solution. ; O verstained  sections 
' can  also  be  treated  with  70  p.  c.  alcohol  Avhich  contains  j p.  c. 

. hydrochloric  acid,  and  then  washed  in  70  p.  c.  alcohol,  or  water, 
containing  a trace  of  ammonia ; but  this  kind  of  treatment  requires 
the  greatest  possil^le  care.  Far  more  beautiful 
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tions,  wliicli  in  perfection  are  not  inferior  to  safranin  preparations, 
are  obtained  by  transferring  the  sections  stained  in  watery  logwood 
into  70  per  cent.,  and  then  into  absolute;  alcohol,  thence  into  oil  of 
cloves  or  lavender,  and  from  this  into  gum- dammar  solution  or  into 
Canada-balsam.  The  structural  relations  of  the  cytoplasrna  are 
most  sharply  defined  in  a filtered  solution,  as  thick  as  syrup,  of  the 
clearest  possible  shellac  in  absolute  alcohol.  Into  this  solution 
the  preparation,  after  staining, (is  transferred  directly  from  the 
absolute  alcohol,  and  iS' preserved  in  it  for  a long  time  unchanged. 
The  sections  need  only  to  remain  a short  time  in  the  alcohol  and 
the  volatile  oil.— Instructive  preparations  are  also  quickly  obtained 
by  colouring  the  alcohol-material  with  fuchsinedodine-green.^ 
It  is  best  to  prepare  a solution  of  fuchsine,  and  of  iodine- green, 
each  in  50  p.  c.  alcohol,  pour  the  iodine-green  into  a saucer, 
and  slowly  add  to  it  the  fuchsine  solution  until  the  fluid  has  taken 
a distinct  violet  colour.  ‘ The  anther  sections  to  be  stained  are 
placed  on  the  object-slide  in  a drop  of  this  fluid,  which  after  the 
lapse  of  about  a minute  is  run  off  by  tilting  the  object-slide,  and 
sucked  up  with  blotting  paper.  A drop  of  glycerine  is  then  placed 
upon  the  object,  the  sections  arranged,  and  covered  With  a cover- 
glass.  These  sections  show  the  cytoplasrna  red,  the  nuclear  sub- 
stance blue,  the  paranucleolus  stained  red;  the  preparations  are 
exceedingly  beautiful  and  instructive,  though  inferior  in  sharpness 
of  delineation  to  safranin  and  good  logwood-‘preparations.  They 
can  be  closed  with'  Canada-balsamj  and  Subsequently  with  gold  size. 
Canada-balsam  however,  as  has  been  already  mentioned  (p.  230),  is 
soluble  in  the  oils  used  for  homogeneous  immersion ; care  should 
therefore  be  taken  not  to  allow  the  oil-  to  remain  iti  contact  with 
the  balsam,  and,  after  use,  to  wipe  the  oil  off  rapidly;  As  the 
Canada-balsam  used  in  closing  always  runs  under  the  cover-glass  a 
little,  when  it  ' is  used-  the  object  need  not  be  protected  in  any 
other  way  from  the  • pressure  of  the  cover-glass.  If  gold-size 
alone  is  used  for  closing,  it  is  recommended  first  to  draw  two  lines 
of  gold-size  ' across  the  “object-slide  with  the  camel-hair  brush. 
These  lines  must  be  at  such  a distance  that  the  cover-glass  will 
rest  with  its  two  edges  upon  them.  The  cover-glass  is  first  laid  on 
when  the  lines'  arc  half  dry.  The  line  of'  gold  size  drawn  round 
the  edge  of  the 'cover-glass  must  be  laid'  on  several  times,  waiting 
till  the  previous  layer  is  dry 'before  'putting  on  a new  one,  and 
using  for  the  purpose  very  dilute  gold-size,  diluted  with  linseed  oil 
The  closure  is  complete  when  the  preparation,  hell  up  against  the 
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light  110  longer  shows  lines  of  light  at  the  edge  of  the  cover-glass. 
Tile  object  can  be  protected  from  the  pressure  of  the  cover-glass  in 
the  simplest  possible  way  by  laying  in  the  preparation  hairs  of 
sufficient  thickness,  or  minute  plates  of  mica.  Or,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  objects,  before  laying  the  cover-glass  upon  the  object-slide, 
four  spots  of  wax  can  be  made  upon  it,  by  means  of  the  wick  of  a 
small  wax  candle  which  is  temporarily  lighted  and  then  put  out 
again.  Such  wax  candles  can  also  be  used  in  order  to  make  a tem- 
porary closing  layer  of  wax  at  the  edge  of  a cover-glass  already 
fixed  by  spots  of  wax  at  the  corners. 

In  longitudinal  sections  through  the  anthers  all  the  mother-cells 
are  not  found  in  the  same  stage  of  division.  The  stages  succeed 
one  another  in  the  one  or  other  direction,  which  is  of  considerable 
advantage  to  the  observer. 

In  order  to  become  acquainted  with  the  processes  as  they  take 
place  in  the  pollen  mother-cells  of  the  Dicotyledons,  we  choose  as 
best  for  examination  one  of 
the  RanunculaceiB  or  Papa- 
veracese.  In  what  follows 
we  will  refer  to  the  stink- 
ing Hellebore,  Hellehorus 
us;  in  essentials  all 
Dicotyledons  offer  the  same 
conditions.  In  a flower-bud 
which,  with  stalk,  measures 
from  ^ to  f of  an  inch  in 
height  we  find,  usually  pro- 
gressing from  within  outwards,  all  the  stages  of  division  re^ 
presented  in  the  successive  anthers.  Here,  also,  we  crush  the 
anthers  in  the  fluids  discussed  in  connection  with  Fritillaria, 
and  obtain,  moreover,  the  same  figures  as  there,  only  smaller. 
After  the  first  step  in  the  division  of  the  mother-nucleus,  a 
cell-plate  is  produced  in  the  connecting  threads,  but  again  dis- 
solved, while  the  nuclei  prepare  for  a second  division.  This 
second  division,  to  distinguish  from  Fritillaria,  corresponds  here 
completely  with  the  first.  The  pairs  of  nuclei  are  joined  by  con- 
necting-threads. These  four  nuclei  are  arranged  in  the  globular 
mother-cell  at  the  four  corners  of  a tetrahedron  (Fig.  115,  A), 
and  connecting-threads  arise  free  in  the  cytoplasma  in  all 
directions  between  the  four  nuclei.  Hence  to  the  two  bundles 
of  connecting- threads  previously  present  four  more  are  added. 
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Fig.  115. — Hellehorus  feetidus.  Pollen  mother- 
cells,  at  A in  quadripartition  ; at  B,  after  complete 
quadripartition  (x  640).  [Three  only  visible; 
the  fourth  is  not  in  focus.] 
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In  these  six  bundles  cell-plates  arise  (J.).  These  latter  are  clearly 
visible ; the  connecting  threads,  however,  are  to  be  seen  only  in 
the  most  favourable  cases.  The  six  cell-plates  have  the  form  of 
quadrants  of  a circle  ; they  join  one  another  in  the  interior  of  the 
mother-cell.  Upon  the  thick  wall  of  the  mother-cell  are  produced 
six  interior,  somewhat  projecting,  ridges  (J.),  and  to  these  the 
cell-plates  join  with  their  outer  edges.  Cellulose  walls  are 
quickly  formed  from  the  cell-plates,  and  thus  the  mother-cell  is 
divided  into  four  tetrahedrally  arranged  daughter-cells  (A). 
These  four  cells  soon  obtain  their  own  walls,  and  become  free, 
while  the  wall  of  the  mother-cell  is  dissolved. 

The  plant  upon  which  cell-division  was  first  observed  is  Clado- 
'pliora  glomerata.^  We  have  already  made  ourselves  acquainted 
with  its  structure,  and  know  that  it  is  multinuclear.  Its  cell- 
division  takes  place  without  being  accompanied  by  nuclear 
division.  Each  daughter-cell  contains,  therefore,  naturally  a 
number  of  nuclei,  which  can  further  multiply ; therefore  nuclear 
division  and  cell-division  here  appear  completely  independent  of  one 
another.  We  can  here  find  cell- divisions  at  all  hours  of  the  day  ; 
often,  however,  search  for  them  in  vain.  If  we  have  found  one, 
we  can  hope  for  others,  for  usually,  if  they  are  dividing  at  all, 
numerous  cells  of  the  culture  tend  to  divide.  We  easily  recognise 
the  dividing  condition,  since  the  place  of  the  partition  wall  in 
course  of  formation  is  marked  by  a brighter  ring  on  the  cell. 
The  process®  begins  with  a slight  annular  aggregation  of  cytoplasm 
at  the  mid-length  of  the  cell.  The  chlorophyll -layer  moves  back 
proportionally.  The  foundation  of  the  partition  wall  now  shows 
as  a sharp  line.  It  projects  as  a ridge  into  the  cell-cavity,  and 
forces  the  chlorophyll-layer  continually  deeper.  The  only  slightly 
marked  annular  aggregation  of  cytoplasm  remains  at  its  inner 
border.  On  both  sides  of  the  young  partition  wall,  between  the  in- 
pressed  chlorophyll-layer  and  the  delicate  ectoplasmic  membrane, 
cell-sap  collects  ; hence  arises  the  colourless  ring  in  a cell  Avhich 
is  thus  dividing.  The  chlorophyll-containing  contents  of  the  cell 
are  ultimately  cut  through,  and  the  diaphragm-like  partition- 
wall  completed  in  the  middle  so  as  to  be  closed.  The  segmented 
chlorophyll- containing  contents  of  the  cell  remain  for  some  time 
removed  from  the  newly-formed  cell-wall ; but  gradually  aj)proxi- 
mate  to  it.  The  cross- wall  thus  formed  is  at  first  extremely 
thin,  and  is  then  thickened  gradually  by  the  two  sister-cells. — 
The  nuclei  are  too  small  to  permit  an  insight  into  the  peculiarities 
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of  their  processejs^of  division.  , . Their  dmding^  states  rfiay’he  easily 
fixed  with  1 per  cent,  chromic  acid,  but  are,  however,  seldom  met 
with. 

All  i;he’pix)cesse8  of  nuclear  division  combined  with  an  interaal 
thread-like  differentiation  are  collected  together  under  the  term 
indirect  divisiori,  as  opposed  to  the  direct  division,  which  consists 
in  a , simple  constriction  of,  the  nucleus.  Such  direct  nuclear 
division  is  often  found  in'  the  older  cells  of  ’ higher  plants,  and  as 
an  exceptional  case  in  the  actively  growing  internodal  cells  of  the 
CharacecB  [Stoneworts].'^ 

For  the  observation  of  direct  nuclear  division  in  older  cells  the 
older  internodes  ’ of  Tradescantia  Virginica  are  especially  suited . 


Fig.  ne.— Tradescantia  Virginica.  Nuclei  of  older  internodes  in  direct  division.  A,  during 
life ; B,  after  treatment  with  acetic  methyl-green  (x  540). 

A longitudinal  section,  examined  in  water,  shows  them  usually  in 
considerable  number  (Fig.  116,  A).  The  nuclei  show  their  original 
contents,  are,  however,  more  or  less  irregularly  constricted  into 
several  sections,  of  various  size  and  form.  If  the  constriction  is 
unilateral,  the  nucleus  appears  kidney-shaped  ; with  constriction  all 
around,  it  shows  as  a figure  of  8 or  irregmlarly  lobed.  In  many 
cases  the  segments  have  completely  separated,  and  lie  either  by 
one  another  or  at  a gi’eater  or  less  distance.  The  number  of  the 
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tRus  sWin'ent'ed  nuclei  in  one  cell  can  arnount  to  8 or  10.  They' 
are'  of  various’  sizes.  ’■  The  segments  also  can  multiply  by  con  ^ 
s'tnction.  • The  nuclei  in  coVirse  of  cbnsti’iction  are  to  be  found  in' 
almost  all  the  elements  in  the  section,  and  belst  in  the  parenchyma’ 
of  the  pith.  The  tliin-Walled  ‘elements  of  the  fibro-vasal  bundle, 
which  likewise  contain  the  constricted  nuclei,  show  besides  very 
beautiful  streaming  of  the  protoplasm.  The  nuclei  can  be  fixed-- 
very  quickly  wiUi  acetic  methyl-green  (Fig.  116,  B).  They  then 
are  very  sharply  defined. 

In  conclusion,  we  will  call  to  our  aid  our  strongest  objectives,  in’ 
order  to  apjiroach  a question  the  determination  of  which  is  of  the 
greatest  possible  importance  for  the  collective  conception  of  the" 
vegetable  body.  This  relates' to  a reciprocal  inter-connection  of 
the  protoplasmic  cell-bodies  of  the  plant,  of  such  a kind  that  they 
form  a single,  continuous  whole.®  The  most  favourable  objects  for 
this  study  are  provided  by  the  secondary  cortex  of  dicotyledonous 
plants,  and  amongt  these  we  select  specially  the  Buckthorn,’ 
Bhamnus  Frangula.  From  a part  of  a stem,  at  least  -f  inch  thick, 
we  first  remove  the  periderm  with  the  razor,  and  then  prepare’ 
delicate  tangentiah longitudinal  sections  through  the  green  cortex.' 
We  will  use  these  sections  in  order  to  inform  ourselves  as  to  tho 
structure  of  the  secondary  cortex,  and  for  this  purpose  examine' 
them  in  water.  We  direct  our  attention  principally  to  the  chloro- 
phyll-containing bast-parenchyma,  which  we  see  to  be  composed 
of  rectangular  cells,  chiefly  elongated  tangentially.  These  cells 
have  more  or  less  strongly  thickened  walls,  penetrated  by  broader 
or  narrower  pits,  in  part  so  narrow  that  they  are  difiicult  to  dis- 
tinguish.^ All  these  pits  are  without  “ borders.”  Besides  the 
bast-parenchyma,  above  all  will  strike  us  the  long  bast-fibres,  and 
the  spindle-shaped  cross-sections  of  the  medullary  rays.  We  now 
prepare  new  sections,  likewise  tangential  longitudinal,  through  the 
secondary  cortex,  lay  them  upon  a cover-glass,  and  place  upon 
them  a drop  of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid.  After  some  seconds 
we  immerse  the  cover-glass  in  a glass  full  of  water,  and  wash  the 
section  rapidly,  and  as  completely  as  possible.  It  can  now  be 
stained  with  watery  aniline-blue,  washed  with  water,  and  placed 
in  dilute  glycerine.  Instead  of  watery  aniline-blue,  picric  aniline- 
blue  can  be  used  with  advantage.  This  is  prepared  by  dissolv- 
ing picric  acid  to  saturation  in  50  per  cent,  alcohol,  and  adding 
aniline-blue  till  the  solution  has  a blue-green  coloration.  The 
investigation  must  be  carried  on  with  the  strongest  magnification, 
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a^nd,  where  possible,  with  objeetives  for  homogeneous  immersion, 
The  action  of  the  acid  is  what  is  desired  when  the  walls  of  the 
b^ast-pai’encbyma  are  so  far  swollen,  that -they  show  about  the, 
same  diameter  as  the  contracted  cell-body.  The  middle  lamellae  of 
the  M’^alls  are  likewise  swollen,  and  it  is  this  circumstance  which 
makes  the  object  so  favourable  for  investigation.  The  contracted 
protoplasmic  bodies  are  beautifully  stained  by  the  aniline-blue. 
The  outlines  of  the  individual  plasmic  bodies  of  the  cells  of  the 
cortical  parenchyma  are  smooth  on  those  surfaces  with  which  they 
bound  cell-walls  provided  with  very  fine  pits ; they  are  provided 
with  thicker  or  thinner  processes  where  the  adjoining  cell- wall 
possessed  broader  pits.  The  processes  of  the  plasmic  body  corres 
pond  in  the  neighbouring  colls.  We  first  closely  examine  the 
swollen  closing  membrane,  which  separates  two  especially  broad 
processes,  directed  towards  one  another.  We  find  stretched 
between  these  two  processes  a number  of  extremely  delicate, 
granular  looking  threads.  These  are  plasmic  threads,  by  which 
the  neighbouring  plasmic  bodies  communicate  while  in  the  living 
state.  The  outer  threads  of  such  a system  are  arched,  and  remind 
one,  therefore,  strikingly  of  the  connecting  threads  which  are 
extended  between  two  sister-nuclei.  Where  the  surfaces  of  two 
cells  turned  towards  one  another  appear  smooth,  we  usually  find 
the  middle  layers  of  the  cell- wall,  through  their  entire  extent, 
traversed  by  threads,  which  with  very  strong  swelling  of  the  wall 
are  separated  from  the  two  plasmic  bodies,  or  by  slighter  swelling 
are  still  connected  with  them.  These  threads  are  somewhat 
swollen  in  the  middle,  so  that  they  appear  spindle-shaped.  In 
specially  favourable  cases  the  spindles  appear  interrupted  in  the 
centre,  and  their  two  halves  joined  togetjier  by  extremely  delicate, 
granular  threads.  But  for  such  appearances  it  is  often  necessary 
to  search  long.  In  general,  all  plasmic  bodies  do  not  show  their 
reciprocal  union  simultaneously  ; but  only  those  which  were  not 
injured  in  any  way  in  the  preparation  of  the  section,  and  which 
were  quickly  fixed  by  the  sulphuric  acid.  The  injured  cells,  or  those 
which  were  not  fixed  quickly  enough,  have  withdrawn  their  pro- 
cesses.— Those  walls  which  appear  to  be  pierced  through  their 
entire  thickness  by  fine  threads,  produce  the  idea  that  we  have 
in  their  interior  exactly  the  same  threads,  within  which  in  cell 
division  the  partition  wall  was  deposited,  which  have  therefore 
remained  as  connecting  threads,  in  order  to  maintain  the  com- 
munication between  the  two  cell-bodies.^®  In  the  formation  of- 
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broader  pits,  the  communication  later  on  exists  only  within  these 
pits ; however,  that  such  direct  union  exists  by  means  of  proto- 
plasmic processes  between  neighbouring  cells  appears  now  to  bo 
proved  with  certainty. 

It  is  not  difficult,  also,  to  determine  the  connection  by  means  of 
delicate  plasmic  threads  in  the  endosperm  of  the  Gramineao.  It  is 
especially  easy  to  see  in  tangential  sections  through  the  aleurone 
layer  of  Triticum  vulgare  and  Became  cereale.  In  sections  which, 
to  follow  another  method  of  treatment,  we  have  first  soaked  in 
alcoholic  tincture  of  iodine,  and  afterwards  in  watery  potassium 
iodide  iodine,  we  can,  after  subsequent  addition  of  sulphuric  acid, 
bring  the  protoplasmic  threads  in  the  side  walls  into  view  in  the 
most  pregnant  fashion. 


NOTES  TO  CHAPTER  XXXII. 

' With  this  section  compare  Strashurger,  Zellb.  u.  Zellth.,  3rd  edit.  ; Flem- 
ming, ZellsubsL,  Kern  und  Zelltheilung ; Strashurger,  Die  Controversen  der 
Kerntheilung.  The  other  literature  is  quoted  in  these  works. 

2 Flemming,  Arcliiv  f.  niikr.  Anat.,  Vol.  XIX.,  p.  317. 

3 Flemmiug,  Zellsubstanz,  etc.,  p.  384, 

‘‘For  the  double  staining  of  tissues,  this  stain  was  first  proposed  by  J.  Mac- 
farlane.  Transact,  of  the  Dot.  Soc.  Edinburgh,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  190. 

5 By  von  Mohl,  in  the  year  1835.  Dissertation,  printed  in  Flora,  1837. 

6 Strashurger,  Zellbildung,  etc.,  3rd  edit.,  p.  203. 

" Johow,  Botanische  Zeitung,  1881,  col.  728.  Strashurger,  Veber  den 
Theilungsvorg  d.  Zellk.,  p.  98  ; also  Arch.  f.  mikrosk.  Anat.,  Vol.  XXI.,  where 
the  literature  is  given. 

® For  general  information,  compare  Strashurger,  Ban  und  Waclisthum  der 
Zellhdute,  1882,  p.  246.  For  more  special  literature,  Thuret  et  Bornet,  Etudes 
phycologiques,  p.  100.  Frommaun,  Stzber.  der  Jen.  Gesellsch.  f.  Med.  und 
Xatiinviss.,  1879,  p.  55,  and  Beobachtungen  iiber  Protopl.  der  PJLanzenzellen ; 
Tangl,  Jahrb.  f.  toiss.  Bot.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  170;  Russow,  Stzber.  d.  Dorpater 
naturf.  GeselL,  1882,  p.  350  ; Strashurger,  Stzber.  d.  Niederrh.  Gesell.  in  Bonn, 
Dec.  4th.  1882  ; Gardiner,  Quart.  Journ.  Microsc.  Science,  1882,  p.  365  ; Hill- 
house,  Bot.  Centralbl.,  Bd.  XIV.,  p.  89  ; Gardiner,  Quart.  Journ.  Micr.  Science, 
1883,  p.  301 ; and  Proceed.  Boyal  Soc.,  1883,  p.  163  ; Schmitz,  Stzber.  d.  kgl. 
Akad.  d.  IFiss.  in  BerZtn,  1883,  p.  219  ; Russow,  Stzber.  d.  Dorpat.  naturf.  Gesell., 
Sept.,  1883  ; Gardiner,  Phil.  Transactions  of  the  Boyal  Soc.,  Part  III.,  1883, 
p.  817  ; Hick,  Journal  of  Botany,  1884,  pp.  33,  65. 

® This  object  was  recommended  by  Russow  ; the  method  of  research  is  from 
Gardiner,  Phil.  Trans.,  p.  821  et  seq. 

Compare  Strashurger,  Pau  u.  d.  IVachsth.,  p.  2i8]  and  Russow,  as  cited 
above. 
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APPENDIX  T.: 


ENGLISH  AND  METRIC  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 
1 ^ 


The  following  may  be  useful  as  an  approximate  transfer  table. 


• 

LENGTH. 

French. 

English, 

1 millimetre  (mm.) 

• • • • 

• 

= ^ inch. 

1 centimetre  (cm.)  = 

10  mm. 

= f inch. 

1 decimetre  (dm.)  = 

100  mm. 

• 

= 4 inches. 

1 metre  = 

1000  mm.  . 

• 

= 39f  inches. 

English. 

French. 

1 inch  . 

• • • • 

• 

= 25  mm. 

1 foot 

• • • • 

• 

= 305  mm.  or  30J  cm. 

1 yard  - . 

• . • • • 

• 

= 0'91  metre. 

WEIGHT. 

French. 

English. 

1 gramme 

• • • • 

• 

= 15^  grains. 

1 kilogram.  = 1000  gram. 

• 

= 32  oz.  Troy. 

>*  >» 

• • • 

• 

= 35 J oz.  Avoirdupois 

English. 

T 

French, 

1 oz.  Troy 

• • • • 

• 

= 31  gram. 

1 oz.  Avoirdupois 

• • • • 

• 

= 28  gram. 

1 lb. 

• • • • 

• 

= 450  gram. 

CAPACITY  AND  WEIGHT. 

French.  English. 

1 gram.  = l cubic  centimetre  (cc.)  . . =15^  grains. 

1 litre  = 1000  gram,  or  1000  cc.  or  1 kilog.  =35|  oz.  Avoird.  or 

32  oz.  Troy. 


English.  French. 

1 pint  = 20  oz.  Avoirdupois  . . . =567^  cc.  or  567^  gram. 


CAPACITY  (VOLUME). 

French.  English, 

1 litre  = 1000  cc.  = 1 cubic  decimetre  . =*  If  pint. 


English. 

1 pint  = 36  cubic  inches  . 

1 gallon  = 8 pints  . , 

1 cubic  foot  = 6 gallons  . 

1 cubic  inch  . . . . 


French. 
— cc. 

= 4J  litres. 
= 28^  litres. 
= 16f  cc. 


Microscopic  measurements  are  usually  reckoned  in  micro -millimetres  {fx\, 
1 /X  is  xo\jir  0^  ^ millimetre,  and  therefore  is  approximately  inch. 


APPENDIX  II. 

LIST  OF  PLANTS  USED  FOR  STUDY. 

The  part  of  the  plant  required  is  carefully  indicated  in  this  list  ; likewise  the 
state  in  which  it  should  be  taken,  and  the  period  at  which  it  can  he  obtained. 
To  these  a few  cultural  notes  are  sometimes  added. 

V/here  the  material  is  to  be  placed  in  alcohol,  unless  the  word  “ absolute  ” is 
used,  strong  methylated  spirit  will  serve,  and  is  much  cheaper. 

For  fixing  cell-contents,  the  quantity  of  alcohol,  etc.  used  should  be  at  least 
100  times  the  bulk  of  the  object. 

Stems,  etc. , which  are  much  hardened  in  alcohol,  can  be  rendered  easy  to  cut 
by  being  placed  for  at  least  twenty-four  hours  in  a mixture  of  half-and-half 
alcohol  and  glycerine. 

Most  of  the  living  algae  here  mentioned  can  be  obtained  from  T.  Bolton, 
Newhall  Street,  Birmingham. 

A. 

Acacia.  Compound  pollen-grains,  320.  Flowers.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  Green- 
house shrubs. 

Acer  (Majple).  Autumnal  coloration  of  leaves,  43.  Leaves  in  autumn.  Fresh. 
Aconitum  Napellus  (Monkshood).  Structure  of  ovule,  327.  Full-blown,  or  faded, 
flowers.  Fresh,  in  summer.  Hardy  perennial. 

(Other  species  of  Aconitum  will  serve  equally  well.) 

Acorus  Calamus  (Sweet  Flag).  Structure  of  root,  138.  Boots.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 
Hardy  semi-aquatic. 

Adonis  Jlammeus.  Colour-bodies  of  flowers,  42.  Flowers.  Fresh. 

.^cidium  Berheridis  (Cluster-cup),  2G2.  Infected  leaves  of  Barberry,  in  May  or 
■ July.  Fresh,  dry,  or  in  alcohol. 

jEscidus  Hippocastanum  (Horse-chestnut).  Fall  of  leaves,  157.  Base  of  leaf- 
stalk with  piece  of  twig  attached.  Autumn.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

,,  Glandular  hairs,  81.  Winter  buds.  Preferably  fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 
Agapanthus  umhellatus.  Development  of  anther  and  pollen,  316.  Substitute 
for  Hemerocallis,  q.v.^ 

Agaricus  campestris  {M.\x^\\Yoom).  Structure,  200.  Any  time  in  the  year.  Fresh, 
or  preferably  in  alcohol. 

,,  Fructification,  268.  Any  time  in  the  year.  Fresh. 

Agave.  Epidermis  and  stomata,  67.  Leaves.  Fresh.  Anytime.  Greenhouse 
perennial.  (Substitute  for  AZo^.) 

Ailanthus  glandulosa.  Leaf-fail,  159.  Leaf-bearing  twigs.  Fresh. 

Alder,  see  Alnus  glutinosa. 
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Alisma  Plantago  (Water  Plantain).  Structure  of  fruit,  seed,  and  embryo,  343. 
Ripe  and  unripe  fruits.  Fresh.  July  and  August.  Native  aquatic. 

Allium  Cepa  (Onion).  Structure  of  root,  136.  Roots.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

Obtainable  at  any  time  by  growing  an  onion  in  water  in  a hyacinth 
glass. 

Ahius  (Alder).  Tannin  reaction,  63.  Twigs.  Fresh.  Any  time. 

AIoS  nigricans.  Epidermis  and  stomata,  67.  Leaves.  Fresh.  Any  time. 
Greenhouse  perennial. 

(Other  species,  or  Agave,  serve  equally  well.) 

AUtromeria.  Cell  and  nuclear  division,  360.  Flower-buds  of  various  ages. 

Fresh ; also  in  absolute  alcohol.  {A.  aurantiaca,  the  commonest 
species,  is  a hardy  perennial,  flowering  July  to  September.) 

AWxcea  rosea  (Hollyhock).  Pollen-grains,  319.  Flowers.  Fresh.  July  to  Sep- 
tember. Hardy  perennial. 

Ampelopsis  hederacea  (Virginian  Creeper).  Autumn  tints,  43.  Leaves.  Fresh. 
Autumn.  Hardy  climber. 

Anahcena  Azollce.  Structure,  216.  Exists  in  the  leaves  of  Azolla  carolineana. 
Fresh.  Any  time.  Azolla  is  a perennial  greenhouse  aquatic. 

Anagallis  (Pimpernel).  Structure  of  ovary,  326.  Flowers.  Fresh,  or  in  alco- 
hol. Summer.  Anagallis  arvensis  is  a cornfield  annual,  with  scarlet 
flowers ; Anagallis  tenella  is  a very  pretty  creeping  native  bog-plant. 

Anaptychia  ciliaris.  Structure,  202.  Fresh  ; or  dried,  but  soaked 

in  water  before  use. 

,,  Fructification,  2’?0.  Fruiting  thallus.  Fresh ; or  dried,  but  soaked  in 
water  before  use. 

Aneimia  fraxinifolia.  Epidermis  and  stomata,  69.  Leaves.  Fresh.  Any 
time.  Various  species  of  Aneimia  are  found  in  most  fern-houses. 

Antirrhinum  majus  (Snapdragon).  Coloured  cell-sap,  41.  Flowers.  Fresh. 
May  to  September.  Hardy  perennials. 

Aristolochia  Sipho.  Structure  of  stem,  104.  Young  stems,  | to  J and  f inch 
thick.  In  alcohol ; material  to  be  put  up  in  June.  Hardy  deciduous 
or  half-evergreen,  climber. 

Arrowroot,  East  Indian  and  West  Indian,  for  starch,  11.  Shops. 

Ash,  see  Fraxinus  excelsior. 

Aspidium  Filix-mas  {^Ia.\e  Fern).  Fructification,  289.  Fertile  frond.  Preferably 
fresh,  but  may  be  in  alcohol.  Late  summer  or  autumn.  Native  fern. 

Auricula,  see  Primula. 

Avena  saliva  (Oat).  Starch  grains,  12.  Grain.  Fresh. 

,,  Structure  of  vascular  bundle,  93.  Stems.  In  alcohol.  Spiing  or  early 
summer.  Can  be  grown  in  laboratory  for  the  purpose. 

„ Puccinia  on,  264.  Leaves  or  haulm.  Fresh,  dry,  or  alcohol.  Summer. 

Azalea.  Compound  pollen- grains,  320.  Flowers.  Fresh.  (For  substitutes 
see  Calluna,  Erica,  Rhododendron.) 

B. 

Bacillus  suhtilis,  236.  From  infusion  of  hay.  For  method,  see  text. 

^Bacillus  tuberculosis,  234.  In  the  sputum  (expectorations)  of  consumptives, 

Bacteria,  221.  To  obtain  materials,  see  text.' 
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"BfixhQrrY,  iee 'Berlins  vulgarli.  . ■r;  '!  •!  -i  77  v,,\  7t. 

’^qxIqj,  see  Hordeum  vulgare,  ‘ . I , . ; : 7 ( ., 

^^e&n,  see  Phaseolu3  vulgaris,  7‘  „ ' '.7  , 

i’Beeah,  see  Fagus  sylvatica,  , , . 7 v j ,t  j.  .■ 

Beet-root,  Beta  vulgaris. 

Beggiatoa  alba,  232.  In  watfer  containing  decaying  fresli-water  algas,  or  cont 
. ■ 'taining  fragments  of  india-rubber  tubing. 

Berberis  vulgaris,  see  jEcidium  Berberidis. 

Bertholletia  excelsa  (Brazil-nut).  Albumen  crystals,  or  crystalloids,  26.  . Nuts. 

Fresh.  ' ■ _ , , . • > 

Beta  vulgaris  [Beet-root).  Structure  of  root,  45.  Root.  Fresh. 

,,  Sugar  in  root,  49.  Root.  Fresh. 

Bracken-fern,  see  Pteris  aquilina. 

Brazil-nut,  see  Bertholletia  excelsa. 

Bnekthoxu,  see  Rhdmnus  Frangula.  / • 

Butomus  umbellaUis  (Flowering  Rush).  Structure  of  ovary,  324.  Fully  developed 
flowers.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  Summer.  A native  perennial  acluatic. 

c.  • 

Calluna  vulgaris  (Ling).  Compound  pollen-grains,  320.  Flowers.  Fresh,  or  in 
alcohol.  July  to  September.  A native  sub-shrub. 

Capsella  Bursa-pastoris  (Shepherd’s  Purse).  ' Structure  and  development  of 
embryo^  and  seed,  338;  ^ ‘Young  to  ripe  fruits.  Fresh.  All  sunamer. 
Common  weed  of  cultivated  ground. 

' Coxtot,  see  liaucus  'Gdrota,  rr . s ; - , . 

Celandine,  see  Ghelidonium  majus.  . 

Geratopteris  thalictroides.  Cultivation  of  spores  and  development  of  prothallus, 
290  and  297a. ' Spores.  -Fresh,  or  preserved  dry, 

'Gheiranthus  C/iem« (Wallflower).  Hairs,  72.  Young  leaves  and  buds.  . Fresh. 
Ghelidonium  majus  (Celandine).  Structure  of  vascular  bundles,  101.  Stems, 

' ’ In  alcohol.  Spring  and  summer.  Hardy  herbaceous  perennial. 

Cherry.  Substitute  for  Plum  {Prunus'domestica,  q.v.).  :i 
Gitrus  vulgaris  (Orange).  Structure  and  development obfruit  and  polyembryony, 
350.  -‘Ovaries  and  young  fruits.  Fresh.  All  the  year  round.  ■ 
Gladophora  glomerata.  Structure,  203.  Fresh  material.  Spring  and  summer. 

' ,,  Swarmspores,  248.  For  method  of  securing,  see  Text. 

' ,,  Cell-division,' 368.  ‘ 1 ...  i.  ■ , . , ■ 

Glostridium  butyricum,  22s,  -v'. 

Club-moss,  see  Z/^copodfu?n.  “•  ' ' ■ . , . ... 

Cluster- cup, 'see 

Cowslip,  see  Prifnula.  1 : 

Cucurbila  Pepo  (Cucumber,  Melon,  etc.).  Movement  of  protoplasm  in  hairs„35. 

’■  Very  young  shoots-.  - Fresh.  • . . i 

,,  Pollen-grains,  320.  Flowers,  ( Fresh.  ^ ‘l 

,,  Structure  of  vascular  bivndles,  130,  Stems  about  J inch  thick,  cut  about 
^ yard  from  apex.  Fresh  and  in  alcohol. 

Gurcuma  ZewcojT/ii^a  (Bast  Indian  Arrowroot),  See  .^rrowroet.  , 

Gijiisus  Laburnum,  (Jjaburuum).  Str,ucture  of  cork,  155.  Fragments  of  bark 
from  pretty  old  branches.  , , , 

* " . . / , .i/,.  I J I . i j , II../  j . I I . / ' 1 
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I)aJilia  variabilis  {I>ahlisi).  Structure  of  tuber,- 50.  "Tuber.  Fresh.  Any  .time. 

,,  Inuline,  50.  Pieces  of  tuber  placed  in  alcohol  in  or  about  October. 

Date,  see^  Phoenix  dactylif era.  y ^ 

Daucus  Carota  (CaYTot).  Colour-bodies  in  root,  ^43.  Root.  Fresh. 

Delphinium  Ajacis  (Larkspur).  Structure  of  ovary,  322.  Fading  flowers. 

Fresh.  Summer.  A hardy  annual..  (As  substitutes,  see  Helleborus 
niger  and  H.  foetidus.) 

Delphinium  consolida  (Larkspur).  Coloured  cell-sap  and  colour-crystals,  42, 
44,  Flowers. - Fresh.  Summer.  Hardy  annual. 

Dictamnus  Fraxinella  (Dittany).  Development  of  oil-glands,  163.  Leaf-buds 

, and  leaves.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  A hardy  perennial.  (A  substitute  for 

Puta  graveolens,  q.v.) 

Dittany,  see  Dictamnus  Fraxinella,  ... 

• I ’ .-v 

’iDracoena  rubra  [Cordyline  rubra).  Structure  of  sterp,  96.  Stems.  Fresh,  or  in. 
i alcohol. 

Drosera  rotundifolia  (Sundew).  Digestive  glands,  79.  Leaves.  Fresh.  Summer. 

t ^ A native  herbaceous  perennial  bog-plant.  Can  be  grown  in  a green- 
house,  in  bog-moss,  the  pot  standing  in  water. 


' Echeveria.  Wax-layer,  81.  Leaves.  Fresh.  All  the  year  round.  Almost  any 
species  will  do.  All  half-hardy  evergreen  perennials,  largely  used  for 
borders  in  bedding-out.” 

(Oleaster,  or  Wild  Olive).  Hair-scales,  76.  Leaves.  Fresh. 

' (HiihstitatB  tor  Shepherdia  canadensis,  q.v.)  ' • . ...  . 

Elder,  see  Sambucus  nigra. 

Epilobium  (Willow-herb).  Pollen-grains,  319.  Flower.  Fresh.  (Substitute 
for  CEnolhera  biennis,  q.v.)  , , 

Epipactis  palustris.  Structure  of  ovary,  326.  Faded  flowers.  Fresh.  (Any 
' orchid  will  serve  about  equally  well.) 

Equisetum  arvense  (Field  horse-tail).  Apical  cell,  176.  Young  growing  shoots. 
Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  Spring. 

,,  Structure  of  stem,^  180.  Stems.  Fresh,  or  alcohol-material, 
f Erica  (Heath).  Compound  pollen-grains,  320.  Flowers.  Fresh.  Any  species 
M .-  . will  do,,  ^d,  hence  obtainable  nearly  all  the  year  round,  either  from 

open  ground  or  greenhouse.  (For,  substitutes,  see  Calluna,  Azalea, 
Rhododendron. 

Eucalyptus  globulus  (Australian  Blue-"gum).  Wax-layer,  81.  Leaves.  Fresh. 
Half-hardy  perennial  evergreen  tree.-  . 

Euo'nyvius  . japomciis  (Spindle-tree).  Growing  apex,  174.  Terminal  buds. 

Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  All  the  year  round.  Ornamental  evergreen 
■i*  ' ' shrub  ; half-hardy,  in  the  northern  counties.  . ' 

Euphorbia  heliqscopia  (Sun-spurge).  • Starqh-grains,  12.  Stems.  Fresh,  or  in 
alcohol.  A, native  annual  weed  of  cultivated  ground. 

."Euphorbia- splendens.  ^ Starch-grains  and  latex  cells,  13.  Stems.  Fresh,  or  in 
alcohol.^  A hothouse  evergreen  shrub.^  ^ , 
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F. 

Fagns  sylvatica  (Beech).  Differing  structure  of  leaves  when  shaded  and  ex* 
posed,  164.  Leaves  from  centre  and-outside  of  tree.  Fresh. 

Ferns.  Prothallia  and  sexual  organs,  see  Ceratopteris  and  Polypodium. 

,,  Sporangia,  see  S colop endr him,  Aspidium. 

,,  Structure  of  growing  apex  of  root,  see  Pteris  cretica.  . - 

,,  Structure  of  vascular  bundles,  see  Pteris  aquilina. 

Fir,  Scotch,  see  Pinus  sylvestris. 

Flag,  Sweet,  see  Acorus  Calamus.  _ - 

Fraxinus  excelsior  (Ash).  Leaf-fall,  159.  Leafy  Twigs.  Fresh.  Can  be  used 
as  substitute  for  AEsculus. 

Fritillariaimperialis  {Groym  ImpevisA).  Structure.  Pollen,  318.  Young  flowers. 
Alcohol-material. 

Fritillaria  persica.  Cell  and  nuclear  division,  360.  Flower-buds  of  different 
ages.  Fresh,  and  in  alcohol.  (As  substitute,  almost  any  species  of 
Fritillaria,  Lilium,  Alstroemeria,  or  other  Liliacese  or  Amaryllideae.) 

Frog-bit,  see  Hydrocharis. 

Fuchsia.  Pollen-grains,  319.  Flowers.  Fresh.  (Substitute  for  (Enotliera,  q.v.) 

Funaria  hygrometrica.  Chlorophyll-bodies,  38.  Leafy  stems.  Fresh.  All 
the  year  round. 

,,  Sexual  organs,  279.  Male  and  female  plants.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 
Plants  with  the  sexual  organs  and  the  sporogonia  in  all  stages  of 
development  can  be  found  nearly  all  the  year  round. 

,,  Structure  of  spore-capsule,  285.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

Funkia  ovata.  Development  of  pollen,  316.  Flower-buds  of  different  ages. 
May.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  (Substitute  for  Hemerocallis,  q.v.) 

G. 

Gall,  Oak.  Structure  and  tannin  reaction,  51.  Fresh,  or  dried. 

Ginkgo  biloba,  see  Salisburia  adiantifolia. 

Gleocapsa  caldariorum,  218.  Fresh.  On  walls,  flower-pots,  glass,  &c.,  in  green- 
houses and  fern-houses.  All  the  year. 

Gleocapsa  polydermatica,  218.  As  substitute,  see  G.  caldariorum. 

Gloxinia  hybrida.  Embryo-sac,  334.  Flowers.  Fresh. 

Gymnocladus  canadensis.  Leaf-fall,  159.  Leafy  twigs.  A very  ornamental 
hardy  deciduous  tree.  Prefers  shaded  position.  (Can  be  used  as  sub- 
stitute for  Msculus,  q.v.) 

H. 

Hart’s-tongue  fern,  see  Scolopendrhm. 

Hedera  Helix  (Ivy).  Resin  canals,  123.  Young  twigs.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

Hellebore,  see  Helleborus. 

Helleborus  fuetidus  (Stinking  Hellebore).  Cell  and  nuclear  division  and  pollen- 
formation,  367.  Flower-buds  of  various  ages.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

,,  Structure  of  ovary.  Flowers.  February  and  March. 

Helleborus  niger  (Christmas  Rose).  Structure  of  ovary.  Flowers.  January. 
(These  two  substitutes  for  ovary  of  Delphinium,  q.v.)  ■. 
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Hemerocallis  fulva.  Development  of  anther  and  pollen,  311.  Flower-buds  of 
different  ages.  Fresh,  and  in  alcohol.  Summer.  A hardy  herbaceous 
perennial.  (As  substitutes,  Lilium,  Funkia,  Agapanthus  umhellatus, 
Tulipa,  Hgacinthus.) 

Hippuris  vulgaris  (Mare’s-tail).  Structure  of  growing  apex,  170.  Growing  buds. 

Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  Late  spring  or  early  summer.  A native 
perennial  herbaceous  marsh  or  aquatic  plant. 

Hollyhock,  see  Altluea  rosea. 

Hordeum  vulgare  (Barley).  Structure  of  growing  apex  of  root,  183.  Boots  of 
plants  grown  in  flower-pots. 

Hyacinth,  see  Hgacinthus. 

Hgacinthus.  Structure  of  ovary,  324.  Full-open  flowers.  Fresh.  (As  sub- 
stitutes, see  Tulipa,  Lilium,  or  other  Liliaceae.) 

,,  Development  of  pollen,  316.  (Substitute  for  Hemerocallis,  q.v.) 

Hydrocharis  Morsus-rance  (Frog-bit).  Movement  of  protoplasm  in  root-hairs,  35. 

Young  roots.  Quite  fresh.  A native  aquatic,  with  floating  rosettes  of 
leaves  ; easily  grown  in  still  water. 


I. 

Indian  corn,  see  Zea  Mais. 

Iris  Jlorentina.  Structure  of  leaf,  61.  Leaves.  Fresh  and  in  alcohol. 

,,  Wax,  81.  Leaves.  Fresh. 

,,  Endodermis  of  root,  139.  Boots.  In  alcohol. 

,,  Vascular  bundle,  93.  Leaves.  In  alcohol. 

Iris  germanica.  Starch-builders  (leucoplasts)  and  starch.  Surface  rhizomes. 

Fresh.  Both  species  are  hardy,  herbaceous,  more  or  less  evergreen. 
Ivy.  See  Hedera  Helix. 


J. 

Juglans  regia  (Walnut).  Leaf-fall,  159.  Leafy  twigs.  Fresh.  See  also  as  in 
HLsculus. 

L. 

Laburnum,  see  Cgtisus  Laburnum. 

Larkspur,  see  Delphinium. 

Lathgrus  (Sweet  Pea,  Everlasting  Pea).  Formation  of  pollen  tube,  321. 
Freshly  opened  flowers. 

Leptothrix  buccalis,  232.  In  the  “ fur  ” on  teeth. 

Leucojum  (Snowflake).  Development  of  pollen-grains  of,  318.  Flower-buds  of 
different  ages.  Fresh,  and  in  alcohol.  (As  substitute  for  Tradescantia, 

Lilium  candidum  (White  Lily).  Stomata,  71.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  [q-v.) 

Lilium  (Lily).  Development  of  anther  and  pollen,  315.  Flower-buds  of 
different  ages.  Fresh,  and  in  absolute  alcohol. 

„ Structure  of  ovary,  324.  Fully  developed  flowers.  Fresh. 

,,  Cell  and  nuclear  division,  360.  Flower-buds  of  different  ages.  Fresh, 
and  in  absolute  alcohol.  (As  substitutes,  Fritillaria,  Alstrcemeria.) 

Liverworts,  see  Marchantia. 

F F 
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Lupinus  alhus  (Lupine).  Aleurone-grains,  24.  Seeds.  Dry. 

Lycopodium  complanatum  (Club-moss).  Structure  of  stem,  149.  Stems.  Fresh," 
and  in  alcohol. 

Lycopodium  Selago  (Club-moss).  Structure  of  stem,  150.  Stems.  Fresh,  and 
in  alcohol. 

Lysimachia  (Loosestrife).  Structure  of  ovary,  326.  Fully  developed  flowers 
Fresh.  (Substitute  for  Primula.) 


M. 

Maize,  see  Zea  Mais. 

Malva  crispa.  Pollen-grains,  319.  Flowers.  Fresh.  (Substitute  for  AUhcea 
rosea,  Hollyhock,  q.o. 

Maple  (Ace?').  Autumn  coloration,  43.  Leaves.  Fresh. 

Maranta  arundinacea  (West  Indian  Arrowroot).  See  Arrowroot.  ' 

Marchantia  polymorpha.  Vegetative  structure,  194.  Thallus.  Preferably  fresh, 
or  in  alcohol. 

,,  Keproductive  organs  and  sporogones,  272.  Eeceptacles.  Fresh,  and  in 
alcohol.  June  to  August. 

Mare’s-tail,  see  Hippuris  vulgaris, 

Matthiola  annua  (Ten-week  Stock).  Hairs,  73.  Leaves.  Fresh,  and  in  alcohol. 
Late  spring  and  summer. 

Metzgeria  furcata.  Structure  of  thallus,  197. 

Micrococcus  Vaccina,  231.  Found  in  vaccine  lymph. 

Mnium  hornum.  Beproductive  organs  and  sporogonia,  277.  May  and  June. 
Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

Mnium  undulatum.  Vegetative  structure,  190.  Fresh.  (As  substitutes,  Mnium 
hornum,  or  Polytrichum). 

Monkshood,  see  Aconitum  Napellus. 

Monotropa  Hypopitys  (Bird  Eape).  Structure  of  embryo-sac,  330.  Flowers. 

Fresh.  Found  occasionally  in  woods,  etc.,  especially  under  beech 
trees  ; flowers  in  July  and  August.  It  should  be  examined  fresh,  as  it 
becomes  brown  and  opaque  in  alcohol.  It  bears  transport  very  well, 
and  can  be  preserved  fresh  for  some  time  in  a glass  of  water. 

Morchella  esculenta  (Morell).  Vegetative  structure  and  cell-contents,  269. 
Fresh  or  dry. 

Morell,  see  Morchella  esculenta. 

Mosses,  see  Mnium,  Polytrichum,  Funaria. 

Mucor  Mucedo  (Pin-mould).  Structure  and  reproduction,  255.  Found  in  a few 
days  on  a piece  of  damp  bread  placed  under  a bell-glass,  or  on  fresh 
horse-dung  similarly  placed.  For  zygote  production,  see  p.  256c. 

Mullein,  see  Vei'hascum. 

Mushroom,  see  Agai'icus  campestris. 

N. 

Navicula,  see  Pinnularia. 

Neriurn  Oleander  (Oleander).  Structure  of  epidermis,  69.  Leaves.  Fresh. 
A greenhouse  evergreen.  Leaver  and  flowers  more  or  less  poisonous. 
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Nitella.  Rotation  of  protoplasm  in,  37.  Fresh  plants.  Nitella  can  be  grown 
in  glass  vessels  of  water,  especially  if  fed  with  the  culture-fluid  given 
on  page  208.  Structure,  202^.  Fresh. 

Nostoc  ciniflonum,  217.  Fresh.  Sometimes  found  in  large  olive-green  masses 
on  damp  paths.  In  some  parts  of  the  country  known  as  “ witches’ 
butter.” 


0. 

Oak-gall,  see  Gall. 

Oat,  see  Avena  sativa. 

(Enotliera  biennis  (Evening  Primrose).  Pollen-grains,  318.  Flowers.  Fresh. 

Summer.  (As  substitutes,  Epilobium,  Fuchsia,  q.v.)  Structure  of 
Onion,  see  Allium  Cepa.  [ovary,  337.  Fresh. 

Orange,  see  Citrus  vulgaris  (C.  Aurantium). 

Orchideae,  Ovary,  326,  see  Epipactis. 

Embryo-sac,  333.  Flowers  some  time  faded.  Fresh.  (Substitute  for 
Monotropa,  q.v.) 

Ornithogaliim  unbellatum  (Star  of  Bethlehem).  Structure  of  cell- walls  of  seed, 
53.  Seeds.  Dry. 

Oscillaria,  217.  Stagnant  water,  muddy  ground,  etc. 


P. 

PcBonia  (Paeony).  Formation  of  pollen-tubes,  321.  Flowers.  Fresh.  Pollen- 
grains  grown  in  5 p.c.  sol.  of  sugar,  and  1-5  p.c.  gelatine. 

Palmellaceae,  219. 

Pansy,  see  Viola  tricolor. 

Papaver  Rlmas  (Field  Poppy).  Structure  of  petals,  169.  Petals.  Fresh,  or  in 
alcohol. 

Parmelia  ciliaris,  see  Anaptychia. 

Pea,  see  Pisum  sativum. 

Pear,  see  Pyrus  communis. 

Penicillium  crustaceum  (Blue  Mould),  259.  Obtained  on  a piece  of  moist  bread 
under  a bell- jar. 

Peronosporeae,  see  Phytophthora. 

Phaseolus  vulgaris  (Bean).  Starch,  10.  Bean  flour. 

Phoenix  dactylifera  (Date).  Structure  of  endosperm,  54.  Date-stones. 

Phycomycetes,  see  Mucor  Eucedo. 

Phytophthora  infestans  (Potato  disease),  257.  Diseased  leaves  of  potato.  Fresh. 

Picea  vulgaris.  Female  cones  and  fertilization,  307.  Cones.  Alcohol.  Mid- 
June.  Fertilization  is  completed  in  June  ; the  exact  date  for  the 
locality  varies  from  year  to  year.  Hence  coneS  should  be  gathered 
daily  from  June  1,  and  the  scales,  separated  from  one  another,  placed 
in  absolute  alcohol.  Before  investigation  the  scales  must  be  laid  for  at 
least  24  hours  in  a mixture  of  equal  parts  of  glycerine  and  water. 

Pinnularia  viridis,  210.  Fresh.  Not  infrequent  in  standing  and  ruuniu'j 
water 
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Finns  sylvestris.  Bordered  pits,  55.  Pieces  of  old  stem  in  alcohol. 

,,  Structure  of  stem  and  development  of  bordered  pits,  114.  Young  stems, 
and  pieces  of  outer  part  of  old  stems,  cut  in  June  or  July,  and  laid  in 
alcohol.  To  be  placed  in  glycerine  and  alcohol  before  using. 

,,  Male  flowers,  298,  Male  cones.  Alcohol.  May  or  June.  Laid  in  glycerine 
and  alcohol  before  using. 

,j  Female  flower,  ovule,  304.  Young  cones.  Alcohol.  May  or  June.  Gly- 
cerine and  alcohol  before  using. 

,,  Pollination.  306.  Young  cones  as  above,  but  fresh. 

Pisuin  sativum  (Pea).  Structure  of  seed,  and  aleurone-grains,  16.  Ripe  peas. 
Dry. 

Pleiirosiyma  angulatiim,  214. 

Plum,  see  Prunus  domestica. 

P oly podium  vulgar e {Polypody  iQxn).  Structure  of  petiole,  148.  Leaves.  Fresh. 

,,  Prothallus  and  sexual  organs,  291.  See  text. 

,,  Sporangia,  290.  Fertile  leaves.  Fresh. 

Polytrichum  juniperinum.  Structure  of  stem,  192.  Stems.  Fresh,  or  in 
alcohol. 

,,  Antheridia,  279.  Plants  in  “flower.”  May.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

Primrose,  see  Primula. 

Primula.  Ovary,  325.  Flowers  of  any  species. 

Primula  sinensis.  Glandular  hairs,  78.  Leaf-stalks.  Fresh. 

Protococcus  viridis,  214.  On  damp  bark  or  walls.  Fresh. 

Prunus  domestica  (Plum).  Structure  of  fruit,  347.  Fruit.  Fresh. 

Pteris  aquilina  (Bracken-fern).  Structure  of  vascular  bundle,  145.  Young 
leafstalks.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

Pteris  cretica.  Structure  of  root-apex,  188.  Boots.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

Very  commonly  cultivated  in  pots ; and  roots  can  be  best  obtained  un- 
broken by  turning  the  plant  out  of  the  pot  containing  it. 

Puccinia  graminis  (Rust  fungus),  262,  Dry,  or  in  alcohol.  Found  in  summer 
on  different  kinds  of  cereals,  and  on  Triticum  repens  (couch-grass). 

Pyrola  (Winter-green).  Embryo-sac,  330,  Flowers.  Fresh.  Herbaceous 
perennials,  various  species  of  which  can  be  easily  cultivated  on  a 
shady  border,  in  sandy  peat. 

Pgrus  communis.  Stone-cells  in  fruit,  47.  Fiesh  fruit. 

Pyrus  Malus  (Apple).  Structure  of  fruit,  348.  Fresh  fruit. 

Q. 

Quercus  pedunculata  (Oak),  see  GaU. 

Quercus  suber  (Cork  Oak).  Structure  of  cork,  136.  Bottle  cork. 

R. 

Ixanimcidiis  Ficaria  (Pile  wort).  Structure  of  seed,  346. 

lianunculus  repens  (Creeping  Buttercup).  Structure  of  roots,  140.  Roots.  In 
alcohol. 

,,  Structure  of  vascular  bundle,  100.  Runners.  In  nlcohol. 

lihamnus  Frangula  (Buckthorn).  Inter-protoplasmic  union,  370,  Secondary 
cortex.  Fresh, 


LIST  OF  PLANTS  USED  FOR  STUDY. 


385 


Rhododendron.  Pollen,  320.  Flowers.  Fresh.  (For  substitutes,  see  Azalea, 
Erica,  Calluna.) 

Ribes  ruhrum  (Ked  Currant).  Structure 'and  development  of  cork,  156.  Young 
and  older  stems.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  Best  gathered  in  July. 

Ricinus  communis  (Castor  Oil),  Aleurone  grains,  25.  Seeds.  Dry. 

Rohinia  Pseud-acacia.  Leaf-fall,  159.  Treat  as  in  Msculus. 

Rosa  semper florens.  Structure  of  prickles,  76,  77.  Young  stems.  Fresh.  Also 
leaves.  Fresh. 

Bose.  Coloured  cell-sap,  42.  Petals.  Fresh. 

Rue,  see.  Ruta  graveolens. 

Rumex  patientia  (a  Dock).  Glandular  hairs,  79.  Stems  with  sheathing 
stipules. 

Rush,  Flowering,  see  Butomus  umhellatus. 

Russula  rubra,  266.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  (As  substitute,  see  Agaricus 
campestris.) 

Rust-fungus,  see  Puccinia  graminis. 

Ruta  graveolens  (Common  Rue).  Structure  of  leaf,  160  et  seq.  Leaves.  Fresh. 
Obtainable  all  the  year  round.  A hardy  sub -evergreen. 

S. 

Saccharomyces  Cerevisice  (Yeast),  215.  Can  be  grown  in  Pasteur’s  fluid. 

Saccharum  officinarvm  (Sugar-Cane).  Stem.  Frequently  grown  in  hot-houses. 

Salisburia  adiantifolia.  Autumn  tints,  43.  Leaves.  Fresh.  A hardy 
deciduous  tree. 

Salix  Caprea  (Goat  Willow).  Tannin,  52.  Twigs.  Fresh.  Any  time  in  the 
year.  Twigs  of  other  willows  will  do. 

Sambucus  nigra  (Elder).  Cork,  152.  Twigs  of  various  ages.  Fresh,  and  in 
alcohol. 

Scolopendrium  uztir/a/'c  (Hart’ s-tongue  Fern).  Structure  of  leaf-stalk  and  mid- 
rib, 148.  Leaves.  Alcohol. 

,,  Structure  of  leaf,  and  sporangia,  287.  Fertile  leaves.  Alcohol. 

Scorzonera  hispanica  (Salsify).  Latex  system,  103.  Roots.  Fresh,  and  in 
alcohol.  A hardy  kitchen-garden  herbaceous  plant. 

Scotch  Fir,  see  Pinus  sylvestris. 

Selaginella  Mertensii.  Structure  and  spore-production,  296.  Fertile  shoots. 

Dry,  or  in  alcohol.  This,  or  some  similar  species,  is  universally 
cultivated  in  plant-houses. 

Sliepherdia  canadensis.  Scale-bairs,  75.  Leaves.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  Hardy 
deciduous  shrub. 

Shepherd’s  Purse,  see  Capsella  Bursa-pastoris. 

SiphonecB,  see  Vaucheria. 

Solanum  tuberosum  (Potato).  Starch,  4.  Tubers.  Fresh.  See  also  Phyto- 
phthora. 

Sphagnum  acutifolium  (Bog-moss).  Structure,  193.  Plants.  Fresh.  Very 
commonly  used  in  plant-houses. 

Spindle-tree,  see  Euonymus. 

Spirochcete  plicatilis,  2SL.  Water  containing  decaying  algae,  especially  Spiro- 
gyra  and  Vaucheria. 
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Spiragyra.  Structure,  208.  Living  plants. 

,,  Conjugation,  246.  Living  plants.  Summer.  Plants  in  this  state  are 
recognisable  by  the  crinkled  yellowish  look,  and  clinging  together  of 
the  masses  of  threads.  For  the  culture  of  Spirogyra,  see  p.  207. 
Staphylea.  Formation  of  pollen-tube,  321.  Flowers.  Fresh.  Grown  in  5 p.c. 

solution  of  sugar,  and  1*5  p.c.  gelatine. 

Stinging  Nettle,  see  Urtica  dioica. 

Stock,  Ten-week,  see  Matthiola  annua. 

Sugar-Cane,  see  Saccharum  officinarum. 

Sweet  Pea,  see  Latliyrus. 


T. 


Taxus  baccata  (Yew).  Structure  of  root,  141.  Roots.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

,,  Flowers  and  young  fruit,  301.  Flowers  in  March.  Fresh,  or  alcohol- 
material.  The  female  flowers  should  be  collected  towards  the  end  of 
April,  kept  in  absolute  alcohol,  and  twenty-four  hours  before  required 
placed  in  half-and-half  alcohol  and  glycerine. 

Thuja  occidentalis.  Growing  apex  of  root,  185.  Young  roots.  Best  in  alcohol. 

Tilia  parvifolia  (Lime-tree).  Structure  of  stem,  125.  Branches  and  twigs. 
Fresh,  and  in  alcohol.  The  latter  best  gathered  in  July. 

Toadstool,  see  Amanita. 

Torenia  asiatica.  Fertilization,  334.  Flowers.  To  study  fertilization,  the 
flowers  selected  should  be  pollinized  by  hand  a day  and  a half,  or  two 
days,  before  they  are  required.  Torenia  is  a hot-house  shrub,  flower- 
ing in  June  or  July. 

Tradescantia  virginica.  Movements  of  protoplasm,  28,  34.  Flowers.  Fresh. 

T.  virginica  is  a hardy  herbaceous  perennial,  flowering  from  May  or 
June  to  September, 

„ Stomata,  65,  Leaves.  {T.  zebrina,  a common  plant  in  plant-houses,  can 
replace  this.) 

,,  Structure  of  Pollen-grains,  316.  Flowers  and  buds  of  different  ages. 
Fresh. 

,,  Development  of  pollen-tube,  321.  Freshly  opened  flowers.  Grown  in  a 
solution  of  5 p.c.  sugar  and  1*5  p.c.  gelatine. 

,,  Cell  and  nuclear  division,  356.  Fresh  flower-buds  between  ^ and  \ inch 
high.  Stamens  should  be  examined  in  3 p.c,  sugar  solution. 

,,  Direct  nuclear  division,  369.  Old  stems.  Fresh. 

Tradescantia  zebrina.  Stomata,  66.  Leaves.  Fresh. 

Trianea  bogotensis.  Rotation  of  Protoplasm,  37a.  Fresh. 

Triticmn  durum  (Wheat).  Starch,  11.  Wheat  grains.  Dry. 

Triticum  vulgare  (Wheat).  Structure  of  grain  : aleurone,  19.  Wheat  grains. 

,,  Structure  of  grain  and  of  embryo,  346.  Fresh  grains. 

,,  Germination,  346d.  Fresh  grains. 

Tropccohnn  majus  (“  Nasturtium,”  or  Indian  Cress).  Colour  bodies,  40.  Flowers. 

* Fresh. 

,,  Water-pores,  70.  Fresh,  and  in  alcohol. 

Tulip,  see  Txdipa. 
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TuUpa.  Development  of  pollen,  316.  (Substitute  for  Hemerocallis,  q.v.) 
Flowers.  April  and  May.  Fresh,  and  in  alcohol. 

,,  Structure  of  ovary,  324.  Old  Flowers.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 


U. 

Urtica  dioica  (Stinging  Nettle).  Stinging  hairs,  etc.,  77.  Young  leafy  stems. 
Fresh. 


V. 

Vallisneria  spiralis.  Movements  of  protoplasm,  36.  Strong,  rather  old,  leaves. 
Fresh.  Very  commonly  and  easily  grown  in  aquaria. 

Vaiicheria  sessilis.  Structure  and  reproduction,  250.  Strong  plants  taken 
from  still  or  flowing  water,  and  placed  the  day  before  wanted  in  a 
shallow  vessel  with  fresh  water. 

Verbascinu  nigrum  (Mullein).  Coloured  cell  sap,  41,  74.  Flowers.  Fresh. 

,,  Hairs.  Flowers.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

„ Ends  of  vascular  bundles.  Flowers.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  A native 
herbaceous  perennial,  flowering  in  July  and  August. 

Verhascum  thapsiforrne.  Hairs,  75.  Leaves.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 

Vinca  major  or  V.  minor  (Periwinkle).  Coloured  cell-sap,  42.  Flowers.  Fresh. 

,,  Sclerenchyma  fibres,  53.  Stems.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  Native  or  intro- 
duced, perennial  evergreen  plants,  flowering  July  to  September. 

Viola  tricolor  (Pansy).  Hairs,  74.  Flowers.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol.  Can  be 
had  from  May  to  September. 

,,  Stipules  of.  Glandular  hairs,  82a.  Perfectly  fresh. 

Virginia  Creeper,  see  Ampelopds  liederacea. 

W. 

Wallflower,  see  Cheiranthus  Cheiri. 

Willow,  see  Salix. 

Y. 

Yew,  see  Taxits  baccata. 

Yticca.  Structure  of  ovary,  325.  Ovaries.  In  alcohol. 

Zea  Mais  (Maize).  Structure  of  vascular  bundles,  83.  Young  stems.  In 
alcohol. 


ADDITIONS. 

A 

Chara,  e.g.  Charis  fragilis.  Structure,  202/.  Fresh. 

,,  Reproduction,  254^.  Fresh. 

Facus  vesiculosus  (Bladder  wrack).  Structure,  202a.  Fresh,  or  in  alcohol. 
„ Reproduction,  254g.  Fresh,  and  in  alcohol. 

„ platycarpus.  Reproduction,  254.  Fresh,  and  in  alcohol. 

Hcematococcus  {Protococcus)  pluvialis.  Structure,  220.  Fresh. 

Pelargonium  zonale.  Leafstalks.  Fresh;  82  note  a. 
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REAGENTS  USED  IN  THIS  WORK,  AND  HOW  TO  PREPARE  AND  USE  THEM. 

All  the  reagents  in  this  list  can  be  obtained  ready  made  of  Messrs.  Southah 
Bros.  & Barclay,  Manufacturing  Chemists,  Birmingham,  or  of  Dr.  George 
Grubler,  Leipzig,  Dufour-Strasse,  No.  17.  Or  the  materials  can  be  obtained 
from  the  same  source  ; and  the  student  will  find  in  this  Appendix  instructions 
how  to  prepare  them  for  use.  It  is  hoped  that  the  instructions  are  sufficiently 
explicit ; but  the  Editor  will  be  glad  to  have  errors  or  inefficient  descriptions 
pointed  out  to  him. 

Percentage  solutions  are  made  either  by  weight  or  volume ; or,  if  the  metric 
system  (see  Appendix  I.)  is  used,  by  either  indiscriminately.  Thus,  1 per  cent, 
acetic  acid  in  water  is  made  by  taking  1 volume  acetic  acid  and  adding  to  99 
volumes  distilled  water  ; 5 per  cent,  potash  solution,  by  taking  5 gram,  potash 
and  adding  to  95  cc.  distilled  water  (1  gram,  weight  = 1 cubic  centimetre 
volume). 

A saturated  solution  can  be  secured  by  seeing  that  some  of  the  salt,  etc.,  is 
always  lying  undissolved  at  the  bottom. 

Further  information  as  to  the  uses  of  the  reagents  will  be  found  by  reference 
to  the  General  Index. 

N.B. — For  most  purposes  where  alcohol  up  to  90  per  cent,  is  used  {i.e. 
“alcohol,”  not  “absolute  alcohol,”)  strong  methylated  alcohol  will  serve. 
Its  alcoholic  strength  varies  from  about  85  to  90  per  cent.  Percentage  compo- 
sitions can  therefore  be  made  with  it  instead  of  absolute  alcohol. 

Approximately  50  per  cent,  alcohol  = 56  parts  strong  meth.  ale.,  44  water. 

60  per  cent,  alcohol  =67  parts  meth.  ale.,  33  water. 

70  per  cent,  alcohol  = 78  parts  meth.  ale.,  22  water. 

82  per  cent,  alcohol  = 91  parts  meth.  ale.,  9 water. 

(As  this  is  a rather  special  strength,  it  is  best  prepared  with 
absolute  alcohol. )t 

90  per  cent,  alcohol  = strong  methylated  alcohol. 

It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that  methylated  spirit  is  seldom  or  never 
free  of  acid,  and  for  delicate  work,  therefore,  the  percentage  composition 
should  not  be  made  with  it. 

Material  fixed  in  absolute  alcohol  can  be  preserved  for  use  in  70  per  cent, 
alcohol. 


A. 

Acetic  acid,  Glacial. 

Acetic  acid,  1 per  cent.  For  fixing  the  nucleus,  especially  in  combination  with 
methyl  green  or  gentiana-violet. 

Acetic  acid,  2 pe?-  cent.  For  fixing  and  defining  nuclei. 

Acetic  acid,  ‘6^  per  cent.  In  Barfoed’s  sugar  reaction.  See  p.  49. 

Acetic  acid  is  an  excellent  clearing  reagent,  for  rendering  tissues  trans- 
parent, and  showing  up  the  cell-walls.  It  is  likewise  used  to  distinguish 
crystals  of  oxalate  of  lime,  as  they  are  not  soluble  in  it. 

Acetic  acid  and  Gentiana-violet.  See  Gentiana-violet. 

Acetic  acid  and  Methyl-green.  See  Methyl-green. 

.■?8S 
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Agar-Agar.  Obtained  from  Eucheuma  gelatines,  or  Gigartina  speciosa,  is  used 
in  the  East  in  the  place  of  ordinary  gelatine,  for  preparing  soups  and 
jellies.  It  bears,  without  liquefying,  higher  temperatures  than  ordinary 
gelatine.  See  also  footnote  to  page  241. 

Alcanna  root  and  tincture.  Used  for  resin  reactions.  The  alcoholic  tincture 
of  alcanna  is  added  to  so  much  water  that  the  resin  will  not  dissolve  in  it, 
or  a thin  chip  of  alcanna  (Alkanet)  root,  washed  in  water  to  remove  dust, 
can  be  placed  with  the  preparation,  and  dilute  alcohol  run  under  the  cover- 
glass.  The  resin  drops  colour  deep  red  in  two  or  three  minutes.  The 
coloured  drops  are  dissolved  in  strong  alcohol.  Alcanna-tincture  also 
stains  protoplasm  pale  rose-red,  from  a quarter  to  half  an  hour  being 
needed.  It  is  often  used  to  identify  the  ground  substance  of  oil-containing 
seeds. 

Alcohol,  Absolute.  Where  the  alcohol  should  contain  a very  specific  proportion 
of  water,  it  is  better  to  use  absolute  alcohol  diluted,  as  ordinary  spirit  varies 
slightly  in  strength,  and  almost  always  contains  acids.  Thus,  material 
preserved  for  working  with  carbonate  of  lime  crystals  (cystoliths)  always 
shows  these  dissolved  if  kept  in  ordinary  spirits.  Where  expense  is  an 
object,  methylated  spirits, — only  about  one-tenth  the  price, — can  however 
for  most  purposes  be  used.  (See  under  the  special  heads  in  Appendix  II.) 

Alcohol,  50  per  cent.  Used  with  alcanna,  for  resin  reaction.  See  119  ; also  for 
making  picric  alcohol,  and  picric- aniline-blue.  See  370. 

Alcohol,  60  per  cent.  See  234. 

Alcohol,  10  per  cent.  Used  in  treating  overstained  preparations.  See  365. 

Alcohol,  82  per  cent.  Used  to  harden  celloidin  in.  See  329. 

Alcohol,  Acidulated.  70  per  cent,  alcohol -J- 0*5  per  cent,  hydrochloric  acid. 
Used  in  overstaining.  See  206. 

Alcohol  and  Glycerine,  half  and  half. 

Alcohol,  Methylated. 

Alcohol,  Picric.  Picric  acid  dissolved  in  50  per  cent,  alcohol.  An  exceedingly 
good  fixing  and  staining  reagent  for  filamentous  algae. 

Alum,  watery  solution. 

Alum-carmine,  Grenacher's.  S-ee  Carmine. 

Ammonia,  strong  watery  solution.  Used  often  instead  of  potash,  for  clearing 
tissues,  etc.  Also,  after  the  use  of  nitric  acid,,  to  produce  the  yellow  colour 
in  protoplasm,  known  as  the  Xanthoproteid  reaction.  By  the  same  reaction 
the  middle  lamella  of  thick-walled  tissue  is  stained  yellow.  Ammonia  is 
also  of  great  service  in  softening  dry  herbarium  material,  preparatory  to 
microscopical  examination. 

Aniline-blue,  watery  solution.  Used  for  staining  the  callus  of  sieve-plates  in 
sieve  tubes. 

Aniline-blue  {Hoffmann's  Blue),  dissolved  in  50  per  cent,  alcohol  and  containing 
1 per  cent,  acetic  acid,  can  be  used  for  the  same  purpose.  It  likewise 
stains  protoj)lasm  and  not  the  cell-wall,  as  the  colour  can  be  removed  from 
the  latter  by  washing  in  water  and  mounting  in  glycerine.  Alcohol  material 
must  be  washed  with  water  before  staining.  See  also  Methyl-blue  (or 
Methylene-blue). 

Aniline-blue  with  picric  acid.  See  Picru  aniline-blue. 
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Aniline-green  (Acetic).  Dissolve  aniline-green  in  1-2  per  cent,  solution  of 
glacial  acetic  acid  in  distilled  water  until  the  solution  is  of  a clear  blue- 
green  colour.  Especially  good  for  fixing  and  staining  the  nucleus  in  its 
stages  of  division.  The  colour  is  not  permanent. 

See  alco  Methyl-green, 

Aniline  oil.  See  Phenylamine. 

Aniline  sulphate  or  chloiide.  Test  for  lignin.  In  dilute  watery,  or  in  alcoholic 
solution,  alcoholic  chloride  being  best.  Treat  the  section  first  with  this, 
and  lignified  walls  are  stained  yellow.  If  the  section  is  subsequently 
treated  with  dilute  sulphuric  (3r  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  the  colour  is 
deepened.  Or  a mixture  of  the  solution  with  its  bulk  of  sulphuric  or 
hydrochloric  acid  can  be  kept. 


E. 

Beale's  carmine.  See  Carmine. 

Bismarck  broion.  Dissolved  in  hot  water  or  dilute  alcohol.  Used  for  staining 
Bacteria,  230. 

Borax-carmine  (Grenacher's).  2-3  per  cent,  carmine  dissolved  in  solution  of  4 
per  cent,  borax  in  water;  dilute  with  an  equal  volume  of  70  per  cent, 
alcohol,  and  filter  after  allowing  it  to  stand  for  some  time. 

Borax-carmine  (Thiersch" s).  4 parts  borax  dissolved  in  56  parts  distilled 

water ; to  this  solution  1 part  carmine  is  added ; afterwards,  one  volume  of 
this  is  mixed  with  two  volumes  absolute  alcohol,  and  filtered  (Arch,  fur 
niikr.  Anat.  i.,  page  149).  This  fluid  stains  somewhat  slowly,  but  very 
beautifully.  Preparations  are  best  overstained,  and  then  laid  for  some 
time  in  a watch-glass  in  50  or  70  per  cent,  alcohol  containing  a drop  of 
hydrochloric  acid  (see  Alcohol,  acidulated).  Used  especially  for  nuclear 
staining.  Preparations  must  be  preserved  in  glycerine,  or  glycerine  jelly. 

CL 

Camphor.  For  use,  see  p.  308. 

Canada  balsam.  Dissolved  to  the  thickness  of  syrup,  in  turpentine,  chloroform, 
benzole,  or  xylol.  It  can  be  obtained  dissolved  in  turpentine  in  metal 
tubes  like  those  used  for  liquid  colours,  and  is  very  convenient  in  this 
form. 

Carbolic  acid.  In  alcoholic  and  Avatery  solutions,  used  for  clearing  prepara- 
tions, and  is  often  better  than  potash. 

Carbolic  acid  in  hydrochloric  acid.  Dissolve  carbolic  acid  in  warm  hydrochloric 
acid,  and,  while  the  mixture  is  cooling,  add  sufficient  hydrochloric  acid  to 
dissolve  any  precipitate  that  may  be  formed.  Dignified  tissues  treated  with 
this  reagent  and  exposed  to  sunlight,  show  a greenish-yellow  or  blue-green 
colour. 

Carbon  bisulphide.  Solvent  for  sulphur  grains,  in  Beggiatoa  alba. 

Carmine.  Solutions  of  carmine  usually  colour  diffusely;  but  the  nuclei  usually 
show  very  well  stained  if  the  preparations  are  afterwards  treated  for  some 
time  with  acidulated  alcohol  (q.v.),  or  with  acidulated  glycerine,  i.e.  glycerine 
containing  ^ per  ceiit.  hydrochloric  acid. 
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Carmine,  Alum  [Grenadier's).  A 1-5  per  cent,  watery  solution  of  common 
or  ammonia-alum  is  boiled  for  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes  with  J-1  per 
cent,  powdered  carmine,  and,  after  cooling,  is  filtered.  A trace  of  carbolic 
acid  is  added.  [Archiv.f.  mikr.  Anat.  xvi.,  p.  465.) 

Carmine,  Ammonio-acetic  [Hoyer's).  1 gram,  carmine  is  heated  in  a sandbatli 
in  about  1-2  cc.  strong  ammonia  solution  and  6-8  cc.  distilled  water  till 
the  excess  of  ammonia  is  volatilized.  When  it  forms  only  small  bubbles 
the  ammoniacal  combination  commences  to  decompose,  and  the  solution 
becomes  a clear  red  colour.  After  cooling,  the  precipitate  is  filtered  off, 
leaving  the  fluid  perfectly  neutral.  To  this  liquid  add  four  to  six  times  its 
volume  of  absolute  alcohol  ; a clear  red  precipitate  is  formed,  which  can 
be  filtered  out  and  preserved.  When  required,  this  powder  can  be  dissolved 
in  water,  and  the  solution  is  made  permanent  by  the  addition  of  1-2  per 
cent,  chloral  hydrate.  [Biol.  Gentralb..  ii.,  p.  18.) 

Carmine,  Ammonio-acetic  [Hama^m's).  To  an  ammoniacal  solution  of  carmine, 
acetic  acid  is  added  until  a precipitate  begins  to  be  formed.  Filter  the  fluid 
before  using.  By  the  addition  of  1 to  2 per  cent,  chloral  hydrate  it  is  made 
more  permanent. 

Carmine,  Beale's.  06  gram,  powdered  carmine  is  dissolved  in  2 3 cc.  con- 
centrated ammonia.  At  the  end  -of  an  hour  a mixture  of  66  cc.  water, 
47‘5  cc.  heavy  glycerine,  and  19  ce.  absolute  alcohol  is  added  to  it.  Mix, 
and  after  some  time  filter.  [How  to  Work  with  the  Microscope,  4th  edit, 
p.  109.) 

Carmine,  Borax.  See  Borax-carmine, 

Carmine,  Picric.  Dissolve  Hoyer’s  carmine  [see  above)  in  a saturated  watery 
solution  of  picrate  of  ammonia. 

Cedar,  Oil  of.  Used  for  treating  preparations  -of  bacteria,  prior  to  mounting  in 
Canada  balsam  or  dammar.  See  p.  230. 

Celloidin.  A form  ©■f  collodion.  Use  of,  329. 

Cherry-wood  extract.  Twigs  of  cherry,  rejecting  the  thin,  green  parts,  are  cut 
up  into  thin  shavings,  steeped  in  absolute  alcohol  for  twenty-four  hours, 
to  remov>e  the  chlorophyll  as  much  as  possible.  The  shavings  are  now 
shaken  free  of  the  discoloured  alcohol  and  steeped  in  a new  supply,  and 
allowed  to  remain  for  several  days,  being  frequently  stirred.  This  fluid  is 
then  filtered,  and  evaporated  down  until  a fragment  of  very  coarse 
unbleached  blotting-paper  moistened  with  it,  and  subsequently  with  hydro- 
chloric acid,  quickly  becomes  a deep  violet  colour.  The  residual  fluid  thus 
obtained  is  brown,  and  smells  like  camphor.  Preserve  in  a well-closed 
bottle.  Keagent  for  lignin,  59. 

Chloral-hydrate..  Used  as  adearing  reagent,  especially  for  pollen-grains,  319,  320. 

Chloroform.  Solvent  of  fat  and  etherial  oils. 

Chlorzinc  iodine  (Iodized  chloride  of  zinc,  Schultze’s  solution).  Zinc  is  dis- 
solved in  pure  hydrochloric  acid,  and  the  solution  evaporated  (metallic  zinc 
being  kept  in  it  during  the  process)  to  the  consistence  of  strong  sulphuric 
acid ; in  this  is  dissolved  as  much  iodide  of  potassium  as  it  will  take  up, 
and  finally  as  much  metallic  iodine  as  it  will  dissolve.  (Ntigeli : Stzber.  d. 
Kgl.  A had.  d.  Wise,.,  1863,  p,  383),  Chlorzinc  iodine  is  the  simplest  reagent 
for  cellulose. 
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Clilorzinc  iodine  and  iodine.  Pissolve  iodine  in  the  chlorzine  iodine  till  a pre- 
cipitate begins  to  be  formed.  This  fluid  stains  the  callus  of  sieve-plates  a 
deep  brown  colour. 

Chrom-acetic  acid,  1 per  cent.  Chromic  acid  0*7  per  cent.,  acetic  acid  0-3  per 
cent.,  in  water.  Used  for  “ fixing  ” algas.  Time  taken,  up  to  24  hours. 

Chromic  acid,  0'5  per  cent.  For  fixing  bacteria. 

Chromic  acid,  1*0  per  cent.  For  fixing  Nitella,  filamentous  algae,  etc.  12  to  21 
hours. 

Chromic  acid,  20  per  cent.  Used  in  preparing  skeletons  of  diatoms,  213. 

Chromic  acid,  25  per  cent.  Dissolves  membrane  of  pollen-grains,  318. 

Chromic  acid.  Concentrated.  Dissolves  the  middle  lamella  of  lignified  tissue,  59. 
Does  not  dissolve  cork,  155.  Skeletons  of  diatoms,  213. 

[All  these  Chromic  Acid  solutions  are  in  Water.) 

Cloves,  Oil  of.  Used  for  clearing  sections  prior  to  mounting  in  Canada  balsam, 
etc. 

Copper,  Acetate.  Used  in  Barfoed’s  sugar  reaction,  49. 

Copper,  Ammon-oxide  (cuproxide  ammonia,  ammoniacal  cupric  oxide).  Oxy- 
hydrate  of  copper  is  carefully  precipitated  from  the  sulphate  by  a dilute 
solution  of  ammonia;  the  clear  green  precipitate,  sej)arated  and  washed, 
is  added  while  still  moist  to  strong  ammonia,  in  which,  upon  slightly 
warming,  it  is  dissolved.  Upon  cooling,  crystals  of  sub-sulphate  of  copper 
and  ammonia  fall  to  the  bottom.  The  filtered  liquid  contains  only  the 
ammoniacal  cupric  oxide  in  solution.  It  must  be  kept  in  bottles  of  dark 
glass,  or  in  the  dark  (Schweitzer,  Vierteljahrsschr.  d.  naturf.  Gesell.  in 
Zurich,  Bd.  II.  1856).  It  can  also  be  prepared  by  digesting  copper  turnings 
in  an  open  bottle  with  the  liquor  ammon.  of  the  Pharmacopeia.  As  it  is 
very  easily  decomposed  by  light,  it  is  perhaps  best  prepared  fresh,  when 
required.  It  is  fit  for  use  only  so  long  as  it  rapidly  dissolves  cotton-wool. 

Copper,  Sulphate.  Used  in  Fehling’s  solution  for  sugar,  48. 

Corallin  solution.  Dissolved  in  water  with  the  help  of  30  per  cent,  its  own 
weight  of  carbonate  of  soda.  To  prevent  its  altering,  a little  camphor  can 
be  added  to  the  solution. 

Constantly  used  for  staining  and  differentiating  mixed  tissues.  Specially 
stains  lignin,  sieve-callus,  and  starch. 

Crystal  Palace  glass  cement,  or  other  similar  cement,  such  as  Coaguline.  For 
fixing  card  labels  on  object-slides. 

D. 

Dammar,  Gum.  Dissolved  in  warm  turpentine,  and'  evaporated  to  the  thickness 
of  syrup.  Can  be  obtained  in  tubes  ready  for  use. 

Diamond-fuchsin-iodine-green.  Make  a solaition  of  fuchsin  and  of  iodine-green 
in  50  per  cent,  alcohol ; pour  the  iodine-green  into  a saucer  and  slowly 
add  to  it  the  fuchsin  solution  till  the  fluid  has  taken  a distinct  violet 
colour.  Used  for  nuclear  staining.  See  p.  366.  Preparations  can  be 
mounted  in  glycerine. 

Diphenylamine.  0-05  gram,  in  10  cc.  pure  sulphuric  acid.  Used  as  reagent 
for  nitrates  and  nitrites.  See  p.  49. 
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E. 

Eau  de  Javelle  (Potassium  hypochlorite). 

Eau  de  Laharraque  (Sodium  hypochlorite). 

I give  potassium  hypochlorite  the  preference,  though  the  two  differ  little 
in  their  action.  It  is  best  to  prepare  the  Eau  de  Javelle  yourself,  by 
mixing  20  parts  of  the  officinal  (25  per  cent.)  chloride  of  lime  with  100 
parts  water,  allowing  it  to  stand  some  time,  and  adding  a solution  of  15 
parts  pure  potash  in  100  parts  water.  After  allowing  it  to  stand  for  one  or 
several  hours  the  mixture  is  filtered,  and  the  filtrate  used.  Should  lime 
still  remain  in  the  solution,  and  as  a result  the  drops  brought  into  use  form 
in  the  air  a skin  of  crystalline  carbonate  of  lime,  this  is  easy  to  remove  by 
adding  a few  drops  of  potash  solution  and  filtering  off  the  precipitate. 

Egg,  White  of.  Used,  diluted  with  water,  and  with  the  addition  of  a little 
camphor,  for  observations  in  the  embryology  of  Gymnosperms.  See  p.  308. 

Enclosing  {or  mounting)  fluid.  Hoyer's,  for  Aniline  ‘preparations.  A tall  glass 
vessel  with  a wide  neck  is  filled  up  to  two- thirds  with  gum-arabic,  in 
selected  clear  pieces.  The  vessel  is  then  filled  up  to  the  neck  with  a solu- 
tion of  50  per  cent,  acetate  of  potash,  or  with  a watery  solution  of  acetate 
of  ammonia  containing,  to  each  30  gram.,  10  gram,  of  caustic  ammonia 
neutralized  by  a sufficient  quantity  of  acetic  acid.  The  gum  is  dissolved 
in  a few  days,  if  the  vessel  is  often  shaken,  and  forms  a syrupy  fluid,  which 
is  filtered  through  thick  swansdown — a process  taking  about  24  hours. 
Biol.  Centrhl.,  Bd.  II.  p.  23. 

Enclosing  fluid  for  Carmine  and  Hccmatoxylin  {Logioood)  preparations.  This 
is  prepared  as  above,  excepting  that,  instead  of  acetate  of  potash  or  of 
ammonia,  a concentrated  solution  of  chloral  hydrate,  to  which  is  added 
5-10  per  cent,  glycerine,  is  used.  After  some  time  this  fluid  may  become 
turbid,  and  it  is  then  necessary  again  to  filter  it. 

Preparations  mounted  in  either  of  these  fluids  require  no  further  en- 
closing. 

Eosin.  Strong  solution  in  alcohol.  Stains  protoplasm  deeply.  Especially 
useful  for  sieve-tubes. 

Eosin,  Watery.  Acts  in  much  the  same  way. 

Ether.  As  a reagent,  used  as  a solvent  for  fat  and  ceric  acid.  Used  also  to  dis- 
solve cake  celloidin.  See  p.  329. 


F. 

Fehling^s  Solution.  For  preparation,  see  p.  48.  A reagent  for  glucose. 

Formic  gentiana-violet.  See  Gentiana-violet. 

Formic  methyl-green.  See  Methyl-green. 

Fuchsia  {Magenta).  In  100  gram,  of  a 5 per  cent,  watery  solution  of  carbolic 
acid  is  dissolved  1 gram,  fuchsin  (magenta),  and  then  10  gram,  alcohol 
added.  Filter.  This  fluid  keeps  well.  It  is  advisable  to  warm  the  fluid 
in  using  it. 

Used  for  staining  tubercle-bacilli,  235. 
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Fuchsin.  Dissolved  in  half-and-half  alcohol  and  water.  Sections  treated  pre- 
viously with  alcohol  and  stained  with  this,  show  up  the  structure  of 
thickened  cell-walls.  Stained,  and  washed  in  absolute  alcohol,  the  colour 
is  removed  from  all  excepting  corky  walls  ; very  briefly  washed,  it  is  left 
also  in  lignined  membranes. 

Fuchsin  tcith  iodine-green.  See  Diamond-fuchsin  iodine-green. 


G. 

Gelatine.  Used  in  cultivation  of  pollen-grains,  321. 

Gcntiana-vioUt.  Very  dilute  watery  solution  stains  decolorized  chlorophyll- 
bodies,  and  other  chromatoj)hores.  Used  also  for  staining  bacteria,  222, 
229. 

Gentiana-violet,  Acetic.  Gentiana-violet  is  dissolved  in  1 per  cent,  solution  of 
acetic  acid  till  the  solution  has  a deep  violet  colour. 

Gentiana-violet,  Formic.  Prepared  with  1 per  cent,  solution  of  formic  acid,  as 
above. 

These  two  stains  are  invaluble  in  preparations  to  show  nuclear  figures. 
They  keep  in  glycerine. 

Gentiana-violet  in  aniline  icater.  For  preparation,  see  pp.  234-5.  Used  for 
staining  bacteria  in  the  tissues. 

Glycerine,  Used  also  for  clearing  tissues  by  heating,  232,  342,  and  for  de- 
hydrating, 289. 

Glycerine  acidulated.  Used  like  acidulated  alcohol,  q.v. 

Glycerine,  concentrated.  An  invaluable  mounting  medium. 

Glycerine,  diluted.  Two  parts  glycerine,  one  part  water. 

Glycerine  and  alcohol.  Half  and  half.  Used  especially  for  softening  hard 
alcohol  material.  Pi'eparations  showing  fixed  cell-contents  are  best  not 
transferred  direct  from  alcohol  to  glycerine,  but  placed  in  a mixture  of 
alcohol  and  glycerine  allowed  slowly  to  concentrate. 

Glycerine-gum.  10  gram,  gum-arabic,  10  cc.  water,  40  to  50  drops  glycerine. 
(Dippel,  II.  Aufl.,  Bd.  I.,  p.  773.)  Used  for  embedding  in  section-cutting, 
192,  338. 

Glycerine-jelly  (Kaiser’s).  One  part  by  weight  of  finest  French  gelatine  is 
softened  for  about  two  hours  in  six  parts  by  weight  of  distilled  water.  To 
this  is  added  7 parts  by  weight  of  chemically  pure  glycerine,  and  to  each 
100  gram,  of  the  mixture  is  added  1 gram,  concentrated  carbolic  acid.  It 
is  then  warmed  for  from  10  to  15  minutes,  while  continually  stirring,  till 
all  the  flocculence  which  the  addition  of  the  carbolic  acid  caused  has  dis- 
appeared. While  still  warm,  it  is  filtered  through  the  finest  cloth  of  spun- 
glass,  which  has  been  previously  washed  in  distilled  water,  and  laid  in  the 
funnel  while  still  damp,  {Bot.  Centralb.,  Bd.  I.,  p.  25).  Can  be  obtained  of 
E.  Kaiser,  Berlin. 

Gold-size.  Finest  English. 

Gum-arahic.  Use  in  making  Enclosing  fluids  etc.,  and  for  embedding. 

Gum-arabic.  10  per  cent,  clear  filtered  solution.  Used  for  slackening  move- 
ments of  spermatozoids,  293. 
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. H. 

Hcemat in- ammonia.  For  preparation  and  method,  see  pp.  205-6.  Used  for 
staining  cell-contents  of  filamentous  algte,  which  have  been  fixed  in  picric 
acid  only.  Troublesome,  but  often  exceedingly  beautiful. 

Hcematoxylin  (Logwood).  Bohmer’s.  Dissolve  0’35  gram,  baematoxylin  in 
10  gram,  absolute  alcohol,  and  add  this  solution  drop  by  drop  to  a second 
solution  of  O’l  gram,  alum  in  30  gram,  distilled  water  until  a beautiful 
blue-violet  colour  is  produced. 

Hcematoxylin  (Logwood).  Delafield’s  or  Grenacher’s.  Prepare, — 

(1)  Saturated  solution  of  haBmatoxylin  crystals  in  absolute  alcohol. 

(2)  Saturated  solution  of  ammouiacal  alum  crystals  in  distilled  water 

Take  4 cc.  of  (1)  and  mix  with  150  cc.  of  (2).  Allow  it  to  stand  in  the 

light  for  a week,  filter,  and  add  to  it  22  cc.  glycerine  and  25  cc.  methylated 
alcohol.  Before  use  it  is  best  to  allow  it  to  stand  for  some  time  till  any 
precipitate  has  time  to  settle. 

These  solutions  stain  best  if  old,  and  should  be  used  very  dilute,  i.e., 
a few  droj)s  in  a watch-glass  of  water.  Alcohol  preparations  must  pre- 
viously be  placed  in  water.  All  acids  must  be  avoided,  though  J per  cent, 
hydrochloric  acid  is  useful  in  case  of  overstaining  (see  pp.  205  and  365). 

Logwood  is  invaluable  for  staining  cell-contents,  nuclear  figures,  etc. 

Hydrochloric  acid,  per  cent,  in  10  per  cent,  alcohol.  Used  in  restoring  over- 
stained logwood  preparations.  See  p.  365. 

Hydrochloric  acid,  ^ per  cent,  in  70  per  cent,  alcohol.  Used  in  restoring  over- 
stained carmine  preparations.  See  p.  206. 

Hydrochloric  acid,  10  per  cent,  in  water. 

Hydrochloric  acid,  30  per  cent. 

Hydrochloric  acid,  Concentrated.  ’ 

I. 

Iodide  of  zinc  in  glycerine.  A concentrated  solution  of  pure  dry  iodide  of  zinc 
in  pure  glycerine.  After  filtering,  if  necessary,  evaporate  in  a water-bath 
to  the  refractive  index  1*518,  for  the  D line  of  the  spectrum.  Used  as  an 
immersion  fluid. 

Does  not  attack  balsam  used  as  setting  of  the  objective  lenses. 

Iodine,  in  alcohol.  Officinal  tincture  of  iodine,  diluted  with  alcohol  to  a dark 
sherry  colour.  Or  iodine  dissolved  in  alcohol  to  the  same  tint. 

Iodine,  in  chloral.  Solution  of  5 parts  chloral  hydrate  in  2 parts  water,  with  a 
little  iodine  solution  added.  Used  for  decolorizing  chlorophyll-bodies,  and 
showing  the  contained  starch-grains. 

Iodine,  in  glycerine.  Iodine  dissolved  in  glycerine,  and  water  added  to  dilute  it. 
When  undiluted,  can  be  used  to  show  minute  grains  of  starch,  e.g.  in 
growing  points,  by  carefully  heating  the  preparation  in  a drop. 

Iodine,  in  potassium  iodide.  Take  5 eg.  iodine,  20  eg.  potassium  iodide,  and 
15  cc.  distilled  water. 

Iodine,  and  sulphuric  acid  (colours  cellulose  blue).  Best  obtained  with  potassium- 
iodide  iodine,  and  sulphuric  acid  diluted  with  half  its  volume  of  water,  i.e. 
2 vols.  acid  to  1 vol.  distilled  water. 
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Iodine  in  water. 

Solutions  of  iodine  should  be  kept  in  darkness,  or  else  in  coloured  glass 
bottles.  Or  the  stock  can  be  kept  in  a dark  cui)board,  and  that  in  use 
replaced  every  month  or  so. 

Iodine.  See  also  Chlorzinc  iodine. 

Iodine-green.  Used  especially  in  double-staining.  See  92,  93. 

Iodine-green,  Formic.  In  1 or  2 per  cent,  formic  acid  iodine-green  is  dissolved 
until  the  fluid  appears  a deep  blue-green  colour. 

Iodine-green,  Acetic.  In  1 or  2 per  cent,  acetic  acid,  etc.,  as  above. 

Iron-alum  solution.  Used  to  remedy  overstaining  with  logwood,  365. 

Used  in  tannin  reactions,  52.  A dilute  watery 
solution,  to  which  a drop  of  nitric  acid  may  be 
added. 


Iron-perchloride  solution 
Iron-sulphate  solution 


lution.  V 
ion.  ? 


L. 

Lavendtr,  Oil  of.  Used  as  a clearing  reagent,  instead  of  oil  of  cloves,  before 
mounting  in  dammar  or  Canada  balsam,  366. 

Lemon,  Oil  of.  Used  as  a clearing  reagent  for  pollen-grains,  319,  320. 

Lime,  phosphate.  Used  in  culture  fluid  for  fresh- water  algae,  208. 

Lime,  sulphate.  The  same. 

Linseed  oil.  Used  for  diluting  gold-size,  366.* 

Logwood.  See  Hcematoxylin. 


M. 

Macerating  mixture,  Schultze's.  Several  methods  for  using  this  important 
reagent  have  been  suggested. 

(1)  Place  in  a wide  test-tube  some  pieces  of  chlorate  of  potash,  and  pour 
over  them  sufficient  strong  nitric  acid  to  completely  cover  them;  then  lay 
in  the  fluid  longitudinal  sections  of  the  material  and  warm  over  a flame  till 
gas  is  actively  evolved.  Allow  it  to  work  for  a few  minutes,  then  empty  the 
whole  into  a dish  of  water,  and  carefully  wash.  Eexuove  the  sections  with 
a glass  rod  into  another  vessel  of  water,  and  thence  into  water  on  an  object 
slide ; there  they  can  be  torn  to  pieces  with  needles. 

(2)  Put  the  sections  in  a tube  with  an  equal  bulk  of  chlorate  of  potash, 
cover  with  concentrated  nitric  acid,  and  proceed  as  above. 

(3)  Use  1 gram,  chlorate  of  potash  to  50  cc.  nitric  acid,  and  proceed  as 
above. 

(4)  3 grains  chlorate  of  potash  and  2 drachms  nitric  acid  (sp.  gr.  1*10) ; 
keep  the  sections  in  this,  cold,  for  a fortnight. 

After  carefully  washing  in  alcohol,  the  preparations  as  above  can  be  pre- 
served in  glycerine. 

Magenta.  See  Fuchsin. 

Magnesia  sulphate.  Used  in  culture  fluid  for  Algae,  208. 

Marjoram,  Oil  of.  Clearing  reagent,  before  mounting  in  dammar  or  Canada 
balsam,  365. 

Methyl-hlue  (Methylene-blue).  Watery  solution.  Preparations  washed,  after 
staining,  in  water,  show  the  cell-wall  coloured,  and  not  the  protoplasm. 
Sections  of  alcohol-material  must  be  washed  in  water  before  staining. 
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Methyl- green.  Alcoholic  solution,  used  for  material  in  absolute  alcohol.  Stain 
for  5-30  minutes,  wash  in  distilled  water,  and  mount  in  glycerine.  Stains 
nuclei  only. 

Methyl-green,  Acetic.  See  Aniline-green,  Acetic. 

Methyl-green,  Formic.  Dissolve  methyl-green  in  1-2  per  cent,  of  formic  acid 
till  a deep  blue  colour  is  produced. 

Methyl-violet.  A concentrated  alcoholic  solution  should  be  kept.  For  use,  it 
can  be  added  drop  by  drop  to  a little  distilled  water  till  this  is  deeply 
coloured.  This  fluid  is  specially  used  for  staining  the  pellicle  (zoogloea) 
of  bacteria.  A portion  of  the  pellicle  is  placed  on  an  object-slide,  and  a 
drop  or  two  of  the  methyl-violet  placed  thereon  and  allowed  to  remain  till 
the  stain  appears  sufficiently  deep.  A little  experience  is  needed  here  to 
judge  the  strength  of  the  fluid  and  depth  of  the  staining.  If  this  is  too 
deep,  the  jelly  in  which  the  bacteria  are  embedded  is  also  stained.  After 
staining,  wash  the  preparation  with  water,  or,  better,  with  a 10  per  cent, 
solution  of  acetate  of  potash.  After  lying  for  half  an  hour  in  the  air,  the 
preparation  can  be  mounted  in  Canada  balsam ; not  in  glycerine,  as  that 
dissolves  out  the  colour.  Or  it  can  be  mounted  in  a watery  (10  per  cent.) 
solution  of  acetate  of  potash. 

Methyl-violet  in  sulphuric  acid.  Dissolve  methyl-violet  in  strong  sulphuric 
acid  till  brownish-green;  then  add  water  slowly  till  violet.  This  swells 
cell-walls  and  stains  protoplasm.  Hence  it  is  very  useful  for  sieve-tubes. 
Stain  the  preparation,  and  then  wash  with  water. 

Methyl  violet,  Watery  solution.  Used  as  stain  for  chromatophores,  39,  41. 

Millon's  reagent.  Dissolve  metallic  mercury  in  its  weight  of  concentrated  nitric 
acid,  and  dilute  with  an  equal  volume  of  distilled  water.  This  reagent 
ought  to  be  prepared  fresh.  Swells  cell-walls,  and  displays  their  lamina- 
tion. Protein  substances  are  disorganized,  but,  after  standing  for  a while, 
take  a characteristic  brick-red  colour.  Slightly  warming  hastens  this. 
(This  reaction  appears  to  fail  sometimes.) 

Molybdate  of  ammonia.  Dissolved  in  a concentrated  solution  of  ammonium 
chloride. 

Mounting  fluid.  See  Enclosing  fluid. 

N. 

Nigrosine  (Quality  I.  of  Trommsdorf).  Watery  solution. 

Nigrosine,  Picric.  To  a saturated  watery  solution  of  picric  acid,  a small  quan 
tity  of  watery  solution  of  nigrosine  is  added  till  the  fluid  appears  a deep 
olive-green  colour.  Exceedingly  good  for  unicellular  and  filamentous 
algge,  staining  and  fixing  at  the  same  time  (12-24  hours). 

Nitric  acid.  Used  in  xantho-proteid  reaction,  q.  v.,  and  for  maceration. 

O. 

Osmlc  acid,  1 per  cent.  Must  be  kept  in  darkness,  and  in  a well-closed  bottle. 
Colours  oil-drops  brown.  Instantaneously  fixes  living  protoplasm,  and 
hence  serves  in  nuclear  studies.  In  a mixture  of  9 parts  0-25  per  cent, 
chromic  acid  solution,  and  1 part  1 per  cent,  osmic  acid,  filamentous  algae, 
Nitella,  etc.,  can  be  at  the  same  time  hardened  and  stained. 

G G 
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P. 

Phenol.  See  Carbolic  acitl. 

PJiloroglncin.  Alcoholic  (or  watery)  solution,  1 to  5 per  cent.,  or  even  so  low 
as  per  cent.,  will  do.  Followed  by  hydrochloric  acid,  is  the  best  reagent 
for  lignin ; see  p.  59.  Phloroglucin  is  expensive,  but  a convenient  sub- 
stitute can  be  prepared  from  cherry-wood.  See  Cherry-wood,  extract. 

Picric  acid.  Saturated  watery  solution. 

Picric  alcohol.  Picric  acid  dissolved  to  saturation  in  50  per  cent,  alcohol. 

Picric  aniline -blue.  To  a saturated  watery  solution  of  picric  acid,  about  4 per 
cent,  of  a saturated  watery  solution  of  aniline-blue  is  added,  so  that  a 
deep  blue-green  fluid  is  produced. 

Picric  nigrosine.  See  Nigrosine,  Picric. 

Potash  (Potassium  hydrate).  Concentrated  watery  solution.  A test  for 
suberin  (p.  155).  Suberized  tissues  placed  in  it  become  yellow  ; if  warmed, 
the  colour  is  much  deeper ; if  boiled,  the  suberin  is  exuded  in  the  form  of 
yellowish  drops. 

Potash,  Dilute  loaterij  solution,  5 or  6 per  cent.  Specially  used  as  a “ clearing” 
reagent. 

Potash,  Acetate  of.  Concentrated  solution  in  water.  Used  as  a mounting  fluid. 
After  covering  with  the  cover-glass,  the  preparation  must  not  be  sealed 
for  about  24  hours.  The  fluid  does  not  crystallize.  See  pp.  172,  177. 

Potash,  Alcoholic  (Eussow’s).  Eectified  spirit  is  mixed  with  a concentrated 
watery  .solution  of  potassium  hydrate  till  a slight  precipitate  is  formed. 
The  fluid  is  frequently  shaken,  and  allowed  to  stand  for  24  hours.  The 
resulting  weakly  yellow  fluid  is  poured  off  from  the  sediment,  and  for 
use  must  be  diluted  with  half  its  volume  of  distilled  water.  For  the  ordi- 
nary purposes  of  dilute  potash  this  is  preferable  to  the  watery  solution. 

All  these  potash  reagents,  especially  the  watery  solutions,  must  be  kept 
in  well-stoppered  bottles,  and  the  stopper  occasionally  anointed  with 
vaseline. 

Potash,  Bichromate  of.  10  per  cent,  solution  in  water.  Eeagent  for  tannin. 

Potash,  Chlorate  of.  Constituent  of  Schultze’s  macerating  mixture. 

Potash,  Nitrate  of.  A constituent  of  culture-fluid  for  algaa,  208.  10  per  cent, 

solution,  causing  plasmolysis,  37a. 

Potassio-sodic  tartrate.  Used  in  Fehling’s  sugar  reaction,  48. 

K. 

7iosanih'77em‘ofet(Hanstein’s).— Equal  parts  methyl-violet  and  fuchsiu (majenta) 
mixed  and  dissolved  in  alcohol.  Shows  stratification  of  cell-walls,  and 
differentiates  sections  of  stems,  especially  monocotyledons.  Stains  pro- 
toplasm bluish-violet ; amyloid  substances,  nucleus,  and  gums  different 
shades  of  red  ; resins,  blue ; tannin,  foxy-red  ; cellulose,  pale  violet ; lignin, 
reddish ; bast-fibres,  deep  red ; sieve-tubes  and  bast  parenchyma,  hardly 
at  all. 


S. 

Safranin  in  alcohol  (absolute).  Saturated  solution.  Stains  nucleus  well  in 
material  hardened  in  alcohol,  chromic  acid,  or  picric  acid.  In  the  latter 
two  cases  the  sections  must  first  be  washed  in  water,  and  then  placed  in  a 
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little  of  the  saffraniii  solution  diluted  with,  an  equal  quantity  of  distilled 
water.  Leave  in  this  from  12  to  24  hours.  Thpy  can  be  examined 
from  time  to  time  in  a drop  of  the  same  fluid  to  see  how  the  staining  is 
proceeding.  Then  wash  in  absolute  alcohol  till  they  cease  to  give  off 
colour ; place  in  oil  of  cloves  or  of  marjoram,  and  then  mount  in  dammar 
or  Canada  balsam. 

Safranin  in  water.  To  differentiate  stem  of  Lycopodium,  149. 

Schiiltze's  Jhiid.  See  Ghlorzinc  iodine. 

Schidtze's  macerating  mixture.  See  Macerating  mixture. 

Shellac.  The  clearest  possible,  dissolved  in  ab.solute  alcohol  to  the  thickness  of 
syrup,  and  filtered.  A mounting  medium,  365. 

Soda,  Caustic.  Solution  of  sp.  gr.  1-12.  Used  in  Fehling’s  sugar  reaction,  48. 

Sodium  chloride  (table  salt).  Used  in  culture-fluid  for  algae,  208. 

Sodium  sidphite,  232.  Used,  warmed,  as  a solvent  for  sulphur-grains. 

Sugar  (Cane).  For  solutions. 

Sidphuric  acid,  concentrated. 

Sulphuric  acid,  dilute.  Equal  volumes  of  sulphuric  acid  and  water.  Also  2 
acid  : 1 water. 

Turpentine. 

V. 

Vaseline. 

Vesuvin.  Water  solution.  Used  for  staining  bacteria,  230. 


Wax.  Small  wax  candles. 


W. 


X. 

Xanthoproteid  reaction,  for  protoplasm.  With  successive  use  of  nitric  acid  and 
ammonia,  protoplasm  colours  yellow. 

Xylol. 
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General  Notes  on  Methods  and  Selected  Reagents. 

The  following  notes  include  the  most  useful  of  the  reagents  given  in  Appendix 
III.,  and  those  therefore  which  it  is  desirable  should  be  included  in  a limited 
selection.  They  are  classified  according  to  their  purpose  or  nature. 

For  alcohol  and  methylated  spirit,  see  a note  at  the  beginning  of  Appendix  III. 

Micro-chemical  Reagents. — These  are  used  on  account  of  certain  effects 
(reactions)  which  they  produce  upon  some  constituent  or  other  of  the  plant, 
and  by  which  therefore  the  presence  and  nature  of  that  constituent  can 
be  recognised.  Naturally  in  micro-chemistry  we  are  restricted  to  optical 
reactions,  and  hence  these  reagents  always  produce  distinctive  effects,  either 
swelling,  dissolving,  colouring,  evolution  of  gas,  etc. 

(1)  Iodine  in  alcohol. 

(2)  Iodine  in  ylijcerine.  Can  be  made  from  (3)  when  required. 

(2*)  Iodine  in  chloral  hydrate. 

(3)  Potassium-iodide  iodine. 

(4)  Chlorzinc  iodine. 

(4*)  Chlorzinc  iodine  and  iodine. 

Acids. 

(5)  Sulphuric  acid  {concentrated). 

(6)  Sulphuric  acid  {dilute,  2 acid  : 1).  Can  be  prepared  from  (5). 

(7)  Hydrochloric  acid  {concentrated). 

(7*)  Hydrochloric  acid  percent,  in  70  per  cent,  alcohol). 

(7f)  Hydrochloric  acid  (J  per  cent,  in  70  percent,  alcohol). 

7*  can  be  prepared  when  wanted  by  putting  1 drop  strong  acid  in 
a watch-glass  of  70  per  cent,  alcohol.  7f  requires  great  care 
in  use.  See  p.  365. 

(8)  Nitric  acid  (strong). 

(9)  Acetic  acid  (glacial). 

(9*)  Acetic  acid  (1  j^er  cent.). 

(10)  Chromic  acid  (concentrated). 

(10*)  Chromic  acid  (25  per  cent.).  Other  percentages  can  be  made  from 
this  as  required. 

Alkal'es. 

(11)  Ammonia  (strong). 

(12)  Potash,  (concentrated). 

(12")  Potash  (5  or  6 per  cent.), 

(12f)  Potash  in  alcohol. 
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Inorganic  Saks. 

(13)  Acetate  of  copper  (crystals).  Used  in  Barfoed’s  sugar  reaction. 

(13*)  Sulphate  of  copper  (crystals).  Used  in  Feliling’s  sugar  reaction. 

(14)  Perchloride  of  iron. 

(15)  Ferrous  sulphate  (crystals).  ^ 

(16)  Bichromate  of  potash  (10  per  cent,  watery  solution). 

(17)  Chlorate  of  potash  (crystals). 

(18)  Potassio-sodic  tartrate. 

(18*)  Caustic  soda. 

Organic  bodies. 

(19)  Alcohol  (absolute,  or  90  per  cent.). 

(20)  Methylated  alcohol. 

(21)  Ether. 

(22)  Alcanna  (Alkanet)  root,  or  tincture. 

(23)  Aniline  chloride  (in  alcohol). 

(24)  Camphor. 

(25)  Carbolic  acid  (phenol). 

(26)  Diphemjlamin. 

(27)  Gelatine. 

(28)  Phloroglucin,  or  Cherry-wood  extract. 

(29)  Cane  sugar. 

(30)  Turpentine. 

Preseeving  Fluids. — The  best  is  methylated  alcohol,  of  which  a good  supply 
should  be  kept.  The  material  to  be  preserved  for  future  work  should  be 
completely  covered.  For  work  in  nucleus  or  protoplasm,  absolute  alcohol 
must  be  used. 

Softening. — Alcohol  material,  especially  if  old,  is  often  brittle,  and  stems, 
etc.,  are  hard.  Soften  for  24  hours  in — 

(31)  Half-and-half  glycerine  and  meth.  alcohol.* 

Hardening. — Soft  tissues  can  be  hardened  for  cutting  by  3 days  in  methylated 
spirit. 

Fixing  the  Cell-contents. — For  studies  in  nuclei  or  protoplasm  it  is  necessary 
to  fix  the  cell-contents  of  the  material,  while  quite  fresh,  without  allowing 
them  to  contract.  The  material  must  be  in  very  small  pieces,  so  as  to  be 
rapidly  permeable,  and  the  fluid,  except  in  the  case  of  osmic  acid,  must  be 
100  times  the  bulk  of  the  material.  The  best  fixing  fluids  are ; — 

(19)  Absolute  (or  at  least  90  per  cent.)  alcohol. 

(32)  Chromic  acid,  0*5  per  cent. 

(32*)  Chromic  acid,  10  per  cent.,  or  chrom-acetic  acid,  1*0  per  cent. 

(33)  Osmic  acid,  1*0  per  cent. 

(34)  Picric  acid  (saturated  watery). 

In  chromic  acid,  chrom-acetic  acid,  or  picric  acid  of  the  above  strengths 
the  material  can  lie  for  24  hours ; then  be  laid  in  distilled  water  for  any 
time  up  to  24  hours.  If  not  required  for  use  at  once,  instead  of  this,  first 
wash  in  50  per  cent,  alcohol,  then  transfer  to  70  per  cent.,  and  finally  to 
absolute  alcohol,  or  strong  methylated  spirit,  changing  this  after  24  hours 
if  it  is  then  discoloured.  In  this  they  can  be  kept  for  use. 

Most  algae  are  best  fixed  in  picrie  acid,  etc.,  mixed  with  an  equal  volume 
* • See  Note  a on  page  401. 
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of  alcohol,  for  the  same  reason  that  alcohol  potash  is  often  preferable  to 
watery  potash  solution,  viz,,  to  avoid  undue  swelling  of  the  walls. 

Section-cutting. — Various  hints  on  this  Subject  will  be  found  scattered  in  the 
text ; especially  see  pp.  IG  and  52,  For  other  references  see  “Sections  ’’  in 
the  General  Index.  Where  the  material  to  be  cut  is  alcohol- material,  keep 
the  razor  and  surface  wet  with  alcohol ; otherwise  use  water  or  glycerine. 
The  razors  are  best  hollow-ground  ; but  for  cutting  wood  use  a razor  only 
slightly  hollowed.  Keep  the  razors  sharp. 

Thin  objects  which  have  to  be  cut  can  be  placed  in  glycerine-gum,  be- 
tween pieces  of  elder -i3ith  or  smooth  cork ; or  even,  if  moderately  hard, 
between  pieces  of  soft  wood,  such  as  poplar  or  lime-wood. 

Very  small  objects  may  be  embedded,  either  in  celloidin  or  glycerine- 
gum  (see  these  headings  in  Index).  For  very  minute  objects,  such  as 
pollen-grains,  gum  alone,  or  with  a very  small  proportion  of  glycerine,  can 
be  used.  A layer  of  strong  gum  is  placed  on  the  end  of  a piece  of  elder- 
pith,  and  when  set  nearly  firm  the  pollen-grains  dropped  on  it,  and  then 
another  drop  of  gum  placed  on  the  top. 

For  cutting  with  a microtome,  see  p.  63. 

Sections  when  cut  may  be  lifted  from  the  razor  with  a camel-hair  brush. 
If  laid  on  flatly,  they  will  not  curl.  With  such  a brush  a section  can  like- 
wise be  turned  over.  See  p.  17. 

Clearing. — The  cell-contents  are  often  opaque;  and  when  it  is  desired  especially 
to  see  the  cell-walls,  as,  e.g.  in  growing-points,  the  preparation  must  be 
cleared.  Clearing  reagents  act  by  dissolving,  or  at  least  swelling,  the  cell- 
contents.  The  best  of  these  are — 

(25)  Carbolic  acid. 

(12)  Potash  (5  or  6 p.c,  watery). 

(12f)  Potash,  Alcoholic. 

(11)  Ammonia. 

(35)  Chloral  hydrate. 

(36)  Eau  de  Javelle. 

After  treatment  with  chloral  hydrate,  wateiy  potash,  or  ammonia,  wash 
in  water ; after  alcohol  potash,  in  alcohol,  and  then  mount  in  glycerine. 
Eau  de  Javelle  is  sjiecially  used  for  alcohol  material.  For  method,  see 
p.  172.  After  treatment,  place  in  dilute  alcoholic  glycerine,  and  allow  this 
slowly  to  concentrate. 

Sections  of  alcohol-material  which  have  been  stained  and  are  to  be 
mounted  in  Canada  balsam  or  dammar,  must  be  cleared  in  another  way. 
First  place  them  for  a minute  or  two  in  alcohol  of  the  strength  of  that  used 
for  staining,  and  then  into  absolute  alcohol  for  another  like  period. 
Thence  transfer  to — - 

(37)  Oil  of  cloves, 

(38)  Oil  of  marjoram,  or 

(39)  Txirpeniine  and  creosote  (4  : 1). 

Sections  stained  with  aniline  dyes  should  be  treated  as  above,  but 
cleared  in — 

(40)  Oil  of  cedar. 

Staining. — This  may  be  done  in  a watch-glass,  or,  better  still,  in  small  white 
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earthenware  saucers,  such  as  are  sold  with  cheap  paint-boxes,  could  these 
be  obtained  of  larger  size,  say  IJ  or  2 in.  in  diameter.  As  a rule,:  the 
best  staining  is  obtained  by  dilute  solutions  and  long  treatment.  The 
section  to  be  stained  must  be  immersed  in  the  staining  fluid,  aud  examined 
from  time  to  time  to  judge  progress. 

The  object  of  staining  is  to  show  up  (differentiate)  diversities  of  struc- 
ture, either  of  the  plant  skeleton  or  of  the  cell-contents,  each  stain 
particularizing  some  special  feature. 

For  a limited  list,  selected  from  those  in  Appendix  III.,  the  best  are  : — 

(41)  Hoffmann's  blue. 

(42)  Acetic  aniline- green. 

(43)  Corallin. 

(44)  Fachsin  (Magenta)  in  50  per  cent,  alcohol. 

(45)  Acetic  gentiana-violet. 

(46)  Methyl-violet  in  alcohol. 

(46 ')  Methyl-violet  in  sulphuric  acid. 

(47)  Safranin  in  alcohol. 

(These  are  all  aniline  dyes,  stain  rapidly,  and  the  preparations  fade  il 
kept  in  the  light.) 

(48)  Thiersch's  borax-carmine, 

(48*)  Beale's  carmine. 

(49)  Bbhmer's  or  Grenadier' s logwood  (best  old). 

In  many  cases  two  stains  can  be  used  concurrently  ; such  are  : — 

(50)  Fuchsin  iodine-green. 

(51)  Picric  aniline-blue. 

(52)  Picric  nigrosine. 

(53)  liosanilinc  violet. 

Mounting. — Preparations  can  be  mounted  in 

Glycerine. 

Glycerine-jelly. 

Hoycr's  mounting  fluid  (for  aniline  preparations). 

Mounting  fluid  (for  logwood  and  carmine  preparations). 

Acetate  of  potash. 

Ca)tada  balsam  in  turpentine. 

Dammar. 

No  preparations  containing  water  or  glycerine  can  be  mounted  in  Canada 
balsam  or  dammar.  Watery  preparations  must  be  first  dehydrated  in 
alcohol ; glycerine  preparations  first  soaked  for  some  time  in  water,  and 
then  in  alcohol. 

For  mounting  in  glycerine-jelly  or  Hoyer's  fluid,  water  or  alcohol  must 
previously  be  removed  by  laying  for  some  time  in  glycerine.  See  also 

p.  206. 

Preparations  in  acetate  of  potash  retain  their  chlorophyll. 

Closing. — Preparations  mounted  in  glycerine-jelly,  Hoyer’s  fluid,  Canada 
balsam,  or  dammar  do  not  need  further  closing.  In  all  these  cases  it  is 
however,  desirable  to  put  one  or  two  thin  layers  of — 

Gold-size  with  a flue  brush,  over  the  junction  of  cover-glass  and  object- 


404 


APPENDIX  IV. 


glass.  This  must  not  be  done  till  the  mounting  fluid  has  set  firm ; and 
one  layer  of  gold-size  should  be  dry  before  another  is  added. 

Preparations  in  glycerine  should  be  hermetically  sealed  with  Canada 
balsam  in  turpentine,  laid  round  the  cover-glass  thinly  with  a thin  glass, 
rod,  and,  when  dry,  topped  with  gold-size.  See  p.  92. 

Preparations  in  acetate  of  potash  should  be  closed  with  gold-size. 

Labulling. — Paper  labels  may  be  stuck  on  the  object-slides  with  pure  gum  ; 

Card  labels,  on  the  other  hand,  with  glass  cement,  such  as  Crystal  Palace 
cement,  coaguline,  etc. 


The  following  is  a still  more  restricted  list,  answering  nearly  all  practical 

purposes : — 

Micro-chemical  Eeagents. — Iodine  in  chloral  hydrate.  Potassium-iodide  iodine, 
Chlorzinc  iodine.  Sulphuric  acid  (cone.).  Hydrochloric  acid  (cone.).  Nitric 
acid  (strong).  Acetic  acid  (1  p.c.),  Chromic  acid  (25  p.c.).  Ammonia  (strong). 
Potash  in  alcohol.  Potash  (cone.).  Sulphate  of  copper  (crystals),  Perchloride 
of  iron.  Bichromate  of  potash  (10  p.c.).  Chlorate  of  potash  (crystals), 
Potassio-sodic  tartrate.  Caustic  soda,  Ether,  Alcanna  tincture.  Carbolic 
acid. 

Preserving  Fluid. — Methylated  alcohol. 

Fixing  and  Hardening  Fluids. — Absolute  alcohol,  Picric  acid  (in  50  p.c.,  meth. 
spirit). 

Clearing  Fluids. — (Carbolic  acid.  Potash  in  alcohol.  Ammonia,)  Eau  de  Javelle, 
Oil  of  Cloves. 

Stains. — Hoffmann’s  blue,  Corallin,  Acetic  gentiana-violet,  Thiersch’s  borax- 
carmine,  Logwood,  Picric  aniline-blue. 

Mounting  Media. — Glycerine,  Glycerine-jelly,  Acetate  of  potash,  Canada  balsam, 
Gold-size,  Gum. 

Stains.— Hoffmann’s  blue,  Saffranin,  Acetic  gentiana-violet,  Thiersch’s  borax- 
carmine,  Logwood,  Picric  aniline  blue,  magenta. 

Mounting  Media. — Glycerine,  Glycerine- jelly.  Acetate  of  potash,  Canada  balsam. 
Gold-size,  Gum. 


[Note  to  page  401.] 

a Softening  dried  material  can  be  effected  by  means  of  a solution  of  1 part 
caustic  potash  in  5 parts  water,  to  which  5^  parts  glycerine  are  then  added. 
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Abbe’s  illuminating  apparatus,  see 
Illuminating  apparatus. 

Absciss  layer,  77,  157. 

Acacia,  Pollen  of,  320. 

Accessory  cells  (to  stomata),  G6. 

Acer,  Autumnal  coloration  o^,  43. 

Acetic  acid.  Use  of,  2G,  27, 4G,  77,  172, 
17G. 

,,  1 per  cent.,  3G0. 

,,  2 per  cent.,  333. 

,,  38  per  cent.,  49. 

„ and  Gentiana  violet,  see  Gentiana 
violet. 

„ and  Methyl-green,  see  Methyl- 
green. 

Achene,  343. 

Aconitum  Napellus,  Structure  of  ovule, 
327  (Fig.  107). 

Acorus  Calamus,  Structure  of  root,  138 
(Fig.  54). 

Adonis  Jlammeiis,  Colour  bodies  of 
flower,  42. 

^cidium  Berheridis,  Structure  of 
hymenium,  2G3 ; spermogones, 
2G2  (Fig.  90*). 

^Ecidium-cups,  263  (Fig.  90*). 

iEsculin,  158. 

uEsculus  Ilippocastaivnn,  Fall  of  leaves, 
157 ; glandular  hairs  of,  81 
(Fig.  38). 

Agapanthus  umhellatus,  Development 
of  pollen  in,  316. 

Agar-Agar,  Use  of,  241. 

Ayaricns  campestris,  Structure  of,  200 
(Fig.  74) ; pits,  201 ; basidio- 
spores,  2G8  (Fig.  91*). 

Agave,  Epidermis  and  stomata,  67. 

Ailanthus  glandulosa,  Leaf-fall  in, 
159. 


Air,  Kemoval  from  tissues,  41,  46,  70, 
261,  note  a,  333,  343. 
Air-bubbles,  To  recognise  under  the 
microscope,  8 ; to  remove,  20. 
Air-chambers,  of  leaf,  163  ; of  il/nr- 
chantia,  195. 

Air-passages,  of  stem,  171. 

Air-pores  of  Marchantia,  196  (Fig.  72). 
Air-pump,  Use  of,  41,  46,  70,  333,  343. 
Albumen,  see  Endosperm. 

Albumen  crystals,  of  Bertholletia,  26  ; 
of  Cladophora,  204  ; of  Ricimis, 

25  (Fig.  14).  [46. 

Albuminous  bodies,  Eeactions  for,  19, 
Alburnum,  122. 

Alcanna  tincture.  Use  of,  26,  119. 
Alcohol,  Absolute,  Use  of,  26,  35,  155, 
234,  235,  236,  302,  307, 318,  329, 
366. 

,,  50  per  cent.,  119,  370. 

,,  60  per  cent.,  234. 

,,  70  per  cent.,  365. 

„ 82  per  cent.,  Use  of,  329. 

„ (Methylated),  39,  46,  55,  78,  82, 
83,  93,  105,  114,  118,  309,  340, 
343. 

,,  Picric,  Use  of,  204,  208. 

Alcoholic  fermentation,  215. 

Alder,  see  A Inus  glutinosa. 

Aleurone,  Eeactions  of,  18. 

Aleurone  grains  of  Bertholletia  excelsa, 

26  ; Capsella  Bursa-pastor  is, 
339  (Fig  111) ; Lupinus  albus, 
24  ; Pisum  sativum,  18  (Fig  10) ; 
Bicinus  conwuinis,  25  (Fig.  14). 

Algae,  as  constituents  of  Lichens,  202. 
,,  Colonial,  219. 

„ Fresh-water,  Cultivation  of,  208. 

' „ Eeproduction  of,  246. 
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Alisma  Plantarjo,  Structure  of  fruit, 
343  ; of  embyro,  345  (Fig.  112) ; 
of  seed,  343. 

Alkanna  tincture,  Use  of,  2G,  119. 

Allium  Cepa,  Structure  of  root,  136 
(Fig.  53). 

A huts,  Twigs  of.  Tannin  in,  53. 

Aloe  uignca7\s,  epidermis  and  stomata, 
68  (Fig.  29) ; structure  of  leaves, 
67. 

Alstrcemeria,  cell  and  nuclear  division, 
360. 

Alternation  of  generations,  264. 

Allhcea  rosea,  pollen  grains,  319. 

Alum,  Watery  solution.  Use  of, 
205. 

Alum-carmine,  Use  of,  92. 

Amanita,  266. 

Ammonia,  Use  of,  206,  365. 

Ampelopsis  hecleracea,  Autumn  colora- 
tion of,  43. 

Amylum  bodies,  see  Pyrenoids. 

Anabcena  Azollee,  216  (Fig.  80). 

Anarjullis,  Pistil  of,  326. 

Anaphases  of  nuclear  division,  363. 

AnaphjcJda  ciliaris,  apothecia,  270; 
spermogones,  271  (Fig.  93) ; 
thallus,  202. 

Anatropous  ovule,  328  (Figs,  106-111). 

Androecium  of  Angiosperms,  311 ; of 
Gymnosperms,  298. 

Aneiviia  fraxinifolia,  structure  of 
epidermis,  69  (Fig.  30). 

Angiosperms,  definition  of,  298  ; an- 
droecium, 311 ; fruit,  347 ; gynte- 
cium,  322  ; seed,  338. 

Aniline  blue.  Use  of,  120,  130,  133, 
151,  370.  See  also  Methyl-blue. 
,,  with  picric  acid,  see  Picric  aniline 
blue. 

Aniline  green,  0 001  per  cent..  Use 
of,  19,  235.  See  also  Methyl- 
green. 

Aniline  oil,  see  Phenylamine. 

Aniline  sulphate,  Use  of,  59. 

Annular  vessels,  85. 

Annulus,  283,  289. 

Anther,  311 ; structure  and  develoj?- 
ment  in  TIemerocallis  fulva, 
313  (Fig,  103) ; Lilium,  315 ; 
Tradescantia  vii  rjinica,  316. 


Antheridium  of  Funaria  hygrometrica, 

279  (Fig.  95a)  ; Marchantia 
polymorpha,  274  (Fig.  94) ; 
Muium  liornum,  277 ; Perono- 
sporeiB,  259 ; Polyjmdium  vul- 
gare,  291  (Fig.  97) ; Poly  trichum 
juniperinum,  279 ; Vaucheria 
sessilis,  252  (Fig.  88). 

Antherozoids,  see  SiDermatozoids. 
Anticlinal  cell-walls,  173, 

Antipodal  cells,  see  Embryo-sac. 
Antirrhinum  majns,  coloured  cell-sap 
of  petals,  41. 

Apex,  see  Growing  apex. 

Apical  cell  of  Equisetum  arvense,  176 
(Fig.  66  and  66  *) ; Metzgeria, 
198  (Fig.  73) ; Pteris  cretica, 
183  (Fig.  71). 

Apical  meristem,  171  et  seq.  (Fig.  64, 
65). 

Apical  sinus  in  Marchantia,  194 ; 

Metzgeria,  198. 

Apocarpous,  323,  343. 

Apophysis,  282. 

Apothecia,  270, 

Apj)le,  see  Pyrus  Mains. 

Archegonium  of  Funaria  hygrometrica, 

280  (Fig.  95  B,  c)  ; Marchantia 
polymorpha,  275  (Fig.  95) ; 
Mniiim  hornum,  280;  Picea 
vulgaris,  308  (Fig.  102) ; Poly- 
podium vulgare,  293  (Fig.  98). 

Aril,  304,  346. 

Aristolochia  Sipho,  structure  of  stem, 
104  (Fig.  46). 

Arrowroot,  East  Indian,  11  (Fig.  5) ; 

West  Indian,  11. 

Asei,  261,  269  (Fig.  92),  270. 
Ascomycetes,  261,  269  (Fig.  92). 
Ascospores,  see  Spores. 

Ash,  see  Fraxinus  excelsior. 

Aspidium  Filix-mas,  sporangia,  289. 
Assimilating  cells,  167. 

Auricula,  see  Primula. 

Autoecious  parasites,  264. 

Autumn  tints,  43. 

Arena  sativa,  Puccinia  on,  265  ; starch 
grains,  12  (Fig.  7) ; vascular 
bundles,  93. 

Azalea,  Pollen  of,  320. 

Azolla,  216. 
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Bacillariacete,  210. 

Bacillus  subjiilis,  236  (Fig.  85). 

Bacillus  tuberculosis,  234  ; permanent 
preparations,  234 ; staining,  234. 

Bacteria, (Figs.  84,85)221;  cell-contents, 
231 ; cilia,  223;  coccus-form,  222 ; 
culture,  236  {see  also  Culture- 
methods);  developmental  forms, 
233 ; division  of,  238 ; germi- 
nation, 239  ; mycoprotein,222  ; 
nomenclature,  233 ; power  of 
resisting  high  temperatures, 
237 ; spore  formation , 223, 
239  ; surface  film  (pellicle),  221, 
238,  240;  swarming,  223,  240; 
zoogloea  stage,  222. 

„ Investigation  in  interior  of  tissues, 
235 ; material,  to  obtain,  221, 
231. 

,,  of  hay,  see  Bacillus  subtilis ; 
of  small-pox  (Vaccine)  lymph, 
see  Micrococcus  vacciiuz ; of 
teeth,  see  Leptothrix  buccalis ; 
of  tuberculosis,  see  Bacillus 
tuberculosis. 

,,  Permanent  preparations,  230. 

,,  Staining,  222,  229,  234,  235; 
double-staining,  235. 

Bacterium  Termo,  210. 

Baker’s  microscopes,  xv. 

Barberry,  see  Berberis  vulgaris. 

Barfoed’s  sugar-reaction,  49. 

Bark,  Structure  of,  156. 

Barley,  see  Hordeum  vulgare. 

Basidia,  jEcidiiim,  263  (Fig.  00*) : 
Penieillium,  260  (Fig.  90)  ; 
Russula,  267  (Fig.  91). 

Basidiospores,  see  Spores. 

Bast,  structure  in  Zea  Mais,  86.  See 
also  Vascular  bundles. 

,,  Secondary,  in  Aristolocliia,  111. 

Bast-sheath,  of  Pteris,  147  (Fig.  57). 

Beale's  Carmine,  see  Carmine. 

Bean  flour,  Starch  of,  10  (Fig.  4). 

Beck’s  miseroscopes,  xiv. 

Beech,  see  Fagus  sylvatica. 

Beet-root,  see  Beta  vulgaris, 

Beggiatoa  alba,  231. 

Begonia,  Collenebyma  in  petiole,  106 
(Fig.  45”**). 

Bell-jars  (Receivers),  xxiii. 


Berberis  vulgaris,  Puccinia  on,  232 
(Fig.  89*). 

Bertholletia  excelsa,  albumen  crystals 
(crystalloids),  26. 

Beta  vulgaris,  structure  of  root,  45  ; 
sugar  in  the  root,  49. 

Bezu,  Hausser  & Co.’s  microscopes, 
xvi. 

Bilateral,  see  Dorsi-ventral. 

Bismarck  brown.  Use  of,  229. 

Blood-serum,  Use  of,  241. 

Bog-mosses,  see  Sphagnum. 

Borax-carmine,  Use  of,  18,  93. 

„ Grenacher’s,  205. 

,,  Thiersch’s,  205. 

Bordered  pits,  55  (Fig.  26),  91,  110. 
See  aZso  Pits,  Closing  Membrane, 
Torus. 

„ DeveloiDment,  117  (Fig.  47). 

Botrycldum,  Cork  in,  192. 

Bracken  fern,  see  Pteris  aquilina. 

Brazil  nut,  see  Bertholletia  excelsa. 

Brownian  movement,  13,  42,  44. 

Buckthorn,  see  Rhamnus  Frangula. 

Bulbils,  see  Gemm£e. 

Bundle-sheath  in  Allium,  136  (Fig.  53) ; 
Acorus,  139  (Fig.  54) ; Iris,  139 
(Fig.  55) ; Taxus,  141  (Fig.  56). 
See  also  Endodermis. 

Butomus  umbellatus,  ovary,  324. 

Cabinets  for  microscope  slides,  xxiii. 

Calcium  carbonate,  see  Lime,  Car- 
bonate of. 

„ oxalate,  see  Lime,  Oxalate  of. 

„ iDhosphate,  sec  Lime,  Phosphate 
of- 

,,  sulphate,  see  Lime,  Sulphate  of. 

Calluna  vulgaris,  pollen,  320. 

Callus,  see  Sieve-tubes. 

Calyptra,  282  (Fig.  95  c,  n). 

Calyptrogen,  185  et  seq.  (Fig.  69). 

Cambium,  97  (Fig.  44),  101;  interfasci- 
cular, 108-  See  also  Thickness, 
Increase  of ; Vascular  bundles, 
etc.  (Figs.  44,  45,  46,  47,  50  **). 

Camera  lucida  of  Abbe,  30  (Fig.  16) ; 
Zeiss,  31  (Fig.  2);  Wollaston, 
33 ; Beale,  33.  See  also  Bra  wing. 

Camphor,  Use  of,  308. 

Campylotropous  ovule,  342.  > 
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Canada  Balsam,  Use  of,  92,  230,  3G6. 

„ in  benzole.  Use  of,  92. 

„ in  chloroform.  Use  of,  92,  230, 
3G5. 

„ in  turpentine.  Use  of,  92,  230, 
234,  3G5. 

,,  in  xylol.  Use  of,  236. 

Canal,  carinal,  180 ; vallecular,  180. 

Canal-cell,  of  Marchantia,  275  (Fig. 
95) ; of  Polypodium,  294  (Fig. 
98). 

„ Ventral,  of  Marchantia,  275. 

Capillary  apparatus  of  Sphagnum,  193. 

Capsella  Bursa-pastoi'is.  Structure 
and  development  of  embryo  and 
seed,  338  (Fig.  Ill)  ; structure 
of  testa,  339  (Fig.  111). 

Capsule  of  Moss,  280  (Fig.  95  c,  n,  e). 

Carbolic  acid.  Use  of,  309,  319,  320, 
343. 

Carbon  bisulphide,  Use  of,  232. 

Carmine,  Alum,  Use  of,  92. 

,,  Ammonio-acetic,  Use  of,  92,  103. 

,,  Beale’s,  Use  of,  205. 

,,  Borax,  see  Borax-carmine. 

,,  Picric,  see  Picric-carmine. 

Carpellary  leaf,  306,  323. 

Carrot,  see  Daucus  carota. 

Caryopsis,  346  a. 

Caulicle,  310. 

Cauline  bundles,  171. 

Cedar,  Oil  of.  Use  of,  230. 

Celandine,  see  Chelidonium  majus. 

Cell-division,  356 ; in  Gladophnra 
glomerata,  368 ; anthers  of 
Fritillaria  persica,  360 ; of 
Helleborus  foetidus,  367 ; of 
Tradescantia  virginica,  356. 

Cell- division,  anticlinal  walls,  173 ; 
periclinal,  173  ; oblique,  191  ; 
rectangular,  173. 

Celloidiu  (Collodion),  Use  of,  329. 

Cell-plate,  359  (Fig.  114  g). 

Cells,  Multinuclear,  see  Nucleus. 

Cell-sap,  29  ; blue,  42  ; purple,  41  ; 
red,  40,  41,  42,  43,  65  ; violet, 
74;  yellow,  41. 

Cellulose,  Keactions  of,  47. 

,,  Fungal  cellulose,  Eeactions  of, 
202,  263.  [270. 

,,  Starch-cellulose,  Eeactions  of, 


Cell-wall,  Structure  of  in  endosperm 
of  Date,  54  ; seed  of  Ornitho- 
galum  umhellatum,  53;  in  Pin- 
nularia  viridis,  213 ; Pinus 
sylvcstris,  57. 

„ Middle-lamella,  54,  58,  140,  155 ; 
lamination,  53;  striation,  50, 
53. 

„ Thickening,  47  ; pits,  54. 

,,  Cuticularizedand  suberized,  struc- 
ture, 153  ; reactions,  58,  65,  68. 

,,  Dignified,  reactions  of,  59,  119. 

Cement  (Glass) ,-24. 

Central  cell,  of  Marchantia,  275 ; 
Mnium,  280  ; Polypodium,  294. 

Ceratopteris  thalictroides,  germination 
of  spores,  290. 

Ceric  acid,  Eeactions  for,  155. 

ChcBtocladium  Jonesii,  256e. 

Chalaza,  328  (Fig.  107). 

Chamber,  Moist,  see  Moist  Chamber. 

Chara,  Protoplasmic  movement  in,  37 ; 
structure  of,  202  / ; reproduc- 
tion, 254  g (Fig.  87**). 

Cheiranthus  C/icir/,  hairs,  72  (Fig,  32). 

Chelidonium  majus,  Vascular  bundle 
of,  102 ; latex  vessels  of,  103. 

Cherry,  Structure  of  fruit,  348. 

Cherry-wood,  Extract  of,  Use  of,  59. 

Chloral  hydrate.  Use  of,  39,  319,  320. 

Chlorococcus  humicolum=Cystococcus 

Chloroform,  Use  of,  26.  [htimicolu, 

Chlorophyllan  reaction,  204. 

Chlorophyll-bands,  208. 

Chlorophyll-bodies,  35  ; in  Funaria 
hygrometrica,  38  (Fig  17) ; 
division  of,  38 ; function  of, 
167:  starch  in,  39  (Fig.  17). 

Chlorophyll-corpuscles,  see  Chloro- 
phyll bodies.  [bodies. 

Chlorophyll-grains,  see  Chlorophyll- 

Chlorophyll-  vesicles  (Amylum  bodies), 
see  Pyrenoids. 

Chloroplasts,  see  Chlorophyll-bodies. 

Chlorzinc  Iodine,  Use  of,  46,  48,  50, 
53,  54,  55,  57,  58,  68,  84,  87, 
110,  119,  122,  424,  1286,  155, 
202,  237.  [205. 

Chrom-acetic  acid,  1 per  cent..  Use  of, 

Chromatophores,  see  Colour-bodies, 
Chlorophyll-bodies. 
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Chromic  acid,  Use  of,  70,  213. 

,,  0*5  per  cent.,  Use  of,  235. 

,,  I'O  per  cent..  Use  of,  37,  204. 

,,  20  per  cent..  Use  of,  213. 

“ 25  per  cent.,  Use  of,  318,  3206. 

,,  Concentrated,  Use  of,  69, 155, 213. 

Chromoplasts  = Chromatophores. 

Chroococcaceas,  218. 

Cilia,  218,  223,  240,  250,  251,  254, 
293  (Figs.  86,  87,  89,  94,  95  a, 
97). 

,,  of  Lichens,  202. 

,,  of  Mosses,  283  (Fig.  95  e). 

Citrus  vulgaris  {C.  Aurantium),  ad« 
ventitious  embryos,  854 ; de- 
velopment of  fruit,  352  ; struc- 
ture of  fruit,  350. 

Cladophora  glomerata,  203  (Fig.  76) ; 
cell-division  in,  368  ; chromato- 
phores, 203 ; nucleus,  204 ; 
pyrenoids,  203 ; swarm-spores, 
248  (Fig.  86). 

CladophoresB,  203. 

Clearing  sections,  172. 

Cleistocarpous,  261. 

Clips  on  microscope  stage,  3. 

Closing  membrane,  see  Pits. 

Clostridium  biityricuin,  223. 

Cloves,  Oil  of.  Use  of,  235,  365. 

Club- mosses,  see  Lycopodium. 

Cluster-cup,  see  ^cidium. 

Collateral  vascular  bundles,  86,  180. 

Collecting  cells,  167. 

Collemaceae,  271. 

Collenchyma,  106  (Fig.  45***),  152, 
164,  165. 

Colleters  (glandular  hairs),  78. 

Collins’  microscopes,  xv. 

Colonial  algae,  219. 

Colour-bodies,  in  flower  of  Adonis 
jlammeus,  of  Delphinium, 

42 ; of  Pansy,  74  ; of  Tropceolum 
viajus,  40  (Fig.  18). 

,,  in  root  of  Daucus  Carota,  43 
(Fig.  20). 

Columella,  of  Mucor,  255 ; Mnium, 
283  (Fig.  95  n) ; in  the  cells  of 
the  testa  of  seeds,  340  (Fig.  111). 

Companion-cells,  117,  146.  See  also 
Sieve-tubes. 

Condenser,  see  Illuminating  apparatus. 


Conducting  tissue,  167,  168,  190. 

Cone  of  Gymnosperms,  304 ; mor- 
phology of,  in  Pinus,  305. 

Couidia,  215.  See  also  Gonidia. 

Conidiophore  of  Mucor,  255. 

Couiferffi,  298,  306. 

Conjugatee,  247. 

Conjugation  in  Spirogyra,  246;  in 
Cladophora,  250. 

Connective,  311. 

Copper,  acetate,  Use  of,  49,  60a. 

,,  ammon-oxide.  Use  of,  53. 

,,  sulphate.  Use  of,  48. 

Corallin  (in  30  per  cent,  carbonate  of 
soda  solution).  Use  of,  89,  98, 
99, 100, 105, 119, 124,  1286, 115. 

Cordyline  rubra,  see  Dracceua  rubra. 

Cork  (bottle)  for  cutting  sections,  52, 
243,  246. 

Cork-cambium,  153. 

Cork,  Structure  and  development  of, 
in  Cytisus  Laburnum,  155  ; in 
Draccena,  98  (Fig.  44) ; Quercus 
Suber,  156  ; Ribes  rubrum,  156  ; 
Rosa,  76  ; Sambucus  nigra,  152 
(Fig.  59). 

„ in  Cryptogamia,  192. 

,,  Eeactions  of,  155 ; staining  of, 
153 ; structure  of  cell-walls, 
153. 

Corpuscula,  Homology  with  Arche- 
gonia,  308.  [Char a,  202/. 

Cortex,  104,  174  ; Secondary,  109  ; in 

Cotyledons,  309,  310  (Fig  103),  338 
(Fig  111),  342  (Fig.  112). 

Cover-glasses,  xxii. 

Cowslip,  see  Primula. 

Crouch's  microscopes,  xv. 

Crown  Imperial,  see  Fritillaria  im~ 
perialis. 

Cryptogams,  Vascular,  Keproductiou 
of,  287. 

Crystalloids,  see  Albumen  crystals. 

Crystal  Palace  cement.  Use  of,  24. 

Crystals,  46,  51,  77,  96  (Fig.  43),  98, 
117,  165,  201. 

Cucurbita  Pepo,  Vascular  bundles  of, 
130  (Fig.  52) ; movement  of 
protoplasm  in  hairs  of  young 
shoots,  35 ; pollen  grains  of, 
820a  (Fig.  104  b). 
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Culture  metliotls  for  Bacteria,  236, 
240  ; in  Agar-Agar,  241 ; blood- 
serum,  242 ; gelatine,  241. 

Culture  methods  for  Bacteria,  Appar- 
atus for,  243,  244;  culture 
chamber,  243;  dilution,  241; 
fractional,  241 ; from  hay,  23G ; 
from  lettuce,  221 ; moisi- 
chamber,  238;  on  object-slide, 
243 ; sterilization  of  culture 
fluids,  240. 

Culture  methods  for  fern  spores,  290, 
296,' 297a. 

,,  for  fresh-water  algm,  208. 

,,  for  Mucor  in  plum  juice,  256. 

,,  ,,  ,,  on  slide,  256. 

,,  for  Pollen  grains,  320. 

,,  for  yeast,  220,  note  b. 

Cuproxide  ammonia,  see  Copper,  Am- 
mon-oxide. 

Cupules  of  i)/arc/m7i<ia,  272  (Fig.  93*b). 

Curcuma  leucoirhiza,  Starch  grains  of, 
11  (Fig.  5). 

Cushion  of  Fern  prothallus,  291. 

Cuticle, Reactions,  65,68.  Srcafso Cutin. 

Cutin,  Reactions,  58.  See  also  Cuticle. 

Cystidia  of  Russula,  268  (Fig.  91). 

Cystococcus  humicola,  202. 

Cytisus  Laburnum,  structure  and 
development  of  Cork,  155. 

Dahlia  variabilis,  structure  of  tuber, 
50  (Fig.  23)  ; Inuiine  in,  51 
(Fig.  24). 

Dammar  (Gum),  Use  of,  365. 

Darton  & Co.’s  microscopes,  xv. 

Date,  see  Phoenix  dactylifera. 

Daucus  Garota,  Colour-bodies  in  root, 
43  (Fig.  20). 

Decussate  (leaves),  174. 

Dehiscence  of  pistil,  323,  327. 

DelphiniumAjacis ,ovavj,  322  (Fig.106). 

Delphinium  consolida.  Pistil  of,  322  ; 
coloured  cell-sap,  and  colour- 
crystals  in  flower,  42,  44. 

Dermatogen,  173  (Fig.  64),  183  et  scq. 
(Fig.  69). 

Diamond-fuchsin  iodine -green,  see 
Fuchsin  iodine-green. 

Diaphragm,  1 ; Use  of,  2 ; Iris,  227. 

,,  in  stem  ol  Hippuris  vulgaris,  171. 


Diarch  (vascular  bundles  of  roots),  141, 
188. 

Diatomaceae,  210  (Fig.  77). 

Diatoms,  To  prepare  skeletons  of,  213. 
Dicotyledons,  Vascular  bundles  of,  100 
et  seq. 

\ ,,  Root  of,  140. 

Dictamnus  Fraxinella,  Development  of 
oil-glands  in,  163  (Fig.  62*). 

Digestive  glands  of  Drosera,  79  (Figs. 
37,  37*). 

DimorjDhism,  325. 

Diphenj’lamine,  Use  of,  49. 

Dissecting  microscope,  xx.,  24  (Figs. 
12,  13). 

Dissection  under  microscope,  23. 

Dittany,  see  Dictamnus  Fraxinella. 

Dorsi-ventrality  of  Marchantia,  194  ; 
of  Lichens,  202  ; of  Selaginella, 
296. 

Draccena  rubra.  Structure  of  stem,  96 
(Fig.  44). 

Drawing  desk,  31. 

Drawing  prism.  Use  of,  30  ; Abbe’s, 
xxi.,  30  (Fig.  16)  ; with  two 
prisms,  xxi.,  31  (Fig.  2). 

Drosera  rotundifolia,  digestive  glands 
of,  79  (Figs.  37,  37  *). 

Drupe,  Structure  of  in  Prunus,  348. 

Drying  frame,  xxiii.  (Fig.  1). 

Duramen,  122. 

Dust,  Removal  from  preparations,  20. 

Eau  de  Javelle,  Use  of,  172,  177,  184. 

Echeveria,  Wax  upon,  81. 

Ectoplasm,  37. 

Egg-apparatus,  see  Embryo-sac. 

Egg,  White  of.  Use  of,  308. 

Elaters,  277. 

Elder,  see  Sambucus  nigra. 

Elder-pith,  xxiii. ; Use  of,  63,  170,  202, 
250,  257,  262,  287. 

„ To  obtain,  63.  [76. 

Elea  gnus  avgustifolia.  Scales  upon  leaf. 

Electric  light.  Use  of,  229. 

Embedding  for  section  cutting,  see 
Sections. 

Embryo,  Structure  and  development  in 
Alisma  Plantago,  342  ; Capsella 
Bursa-pastoris,  338  (Fig.  Ill); 
Picca  vulgaris,  309  (Fig.  103). 
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Embryo,  Adventitious,  in  Citrus,  354. 

,,  Cotyledons,  338  ; liypocotyl,  339  ; 
plumule,  339  ; radicle,  339. 

Embryonic  vesicle,  see  Embryo-sac, 

Embryo-nucleus,  332  [Oospbere. 

Embryo-sac,  Structure  and  develop- 
ment in  Capsella  Bursa-pastoris, 
341;  Gloxinia,  SS4^\  Monotropa 
Hypopitijs,  330  (Fig.  108) ; Or- 
chideae,  333  (Fig.  109);  Piceavul- 
garis,  308  (Fig.  102,  102  a,  b,  c)  ; 
Pyrola,  330,  Taxus  hnccata,  304 ; 
Torenia  Asiatica,  334  (Fig,  110). 

„ Antipodal  cells,  328,  332 ; Egg- 
apparatus,  331  ; filiform  appa- 
ratus, 336  ; oospbere  (germinla 
vesicle,  embryonic  vesicle),  328 ; 
synergidte,  304. 

„ Homology  with  macrospore,  304. 

Emergence,  82a,  note  b. 

Enclosing  (or  mounting)  fluid,  Hoyer’s, 
206.  See  Glycerine,  Glycerine- 
jelly,  Canada  balsam.  Dammar, 
Acetate  of  potash. 

Endocarp,  344. 

Endocbrome  plates,  of  Pinnularia  viri- 
clis,  212. 

Endodermis,  Structure  in  root  of 
Acorus  Calamus,  139  (Fig.  54) ; 
Allium  Cepa,  136  (Fig.  53); 
Iris  jiorentina,  139  (Fig.  55); 
Pteris,  147  (Fig.  57) ; Taxus, 
141  (Fig.  52).  See  also  pp  318. 
et  seq.,  and  Bundle  Sheath. 

,,  Outer,  138. 

Endoplasm,  54. 

Endosperm,  306,  308,  309.  Develop- 
ment in  Monotropa  Hypopitys, 
332  (Fig.  108). 

,,  Homology  with  Prothallus,  306. 

Epicarp,  344. 

Epidermis,  Structure  in  AloS  nigricans, 
67  (Fig.  29) ; Iris  Jiorentina,  61 
(Fig.  27) ; Eufa  graveolens,  160 
(Fig.  61) ; Tradescantia,  65  (Fig. 
28). 

„ Function  of,  64,  168. 

Epidermoid  layer,  138. 

Epilobium,  Pollen  grains  of,  319. 

Epipactis  palastris.  Pistil  of,  326. 

Epiplasm,  of  Morchella,  209. 


Epithelium,  346a. 

Eqiiisetum  arvense,  apical  cell,  176 
(Fig.  66  and  66*);  structure 
of  stem,  180  ; vascular  bundles, 
180  (Fig.  68). 

Erecting  eyepiece,  xx.,  23. 

Erica,  Pollen  of,  320.  [flowers,  327. 
Eschscholtzia,  morphological  value  of 
Etffirio,  343. 

Ether,  Use  of,  155,  329. 

Eucalyptus  globulus,  Wax  layer,  81. 
Euonymus  japonicus,  development  of 
apex,  174  (Fig,  65). 

Euphorbia  helioscopia,  starch  grains, 

12  (Fig.  8)  ; latex,  12  ; sphffiro- 
cryatals,  60,  note  b. 

Euphorbia  splendens,  starch  grains, 

13  (Fig.  9)  ; latex,  13. 
Everlasting  pea,  see  Lathyrus. 

Extine,  304,  312. 

Eyepiece,  Erecting,  xx.,  23. 

Faqus  sylvatica,  structure  of  leaves,  164 
(Fig.  63). 

Fall  of  leaves,  157.  [Use  of,  48. 

Fehling’s  solution.  Preparation  of,  48; 
Fermentation,  Alcoholic,  215. 

Fern,  Hart’s  tongue,  see  Scolopendrium 
vulgare. 

,,  Male,  see  Aspidium  Filix-mas. 

,,  Polypody,  see  Polypodium  vulgare. 
,,  See  also  Aneimia  fra xini folia. 
Ferns, Eeproduction, 287 ; structure,  145. 
Fertilization,  Conifers,  306 ; Ferns, 
295;  21archantia,  276;  Mosses* 
280  ; Monotropa,  332  ; Torenia, 
334  (Fig.  110). 

,,  Terminology  of,  253. 

Fibres,  129  (Fig.  51). 

Fibrous  layer  (of  anther),  314  (Fig. 

104).  See  Mesothecium. 
Fibro-vascular  (fibro-vasal)  bundles, 
or  strings,  see  Vascular  bundles. 
Filament,  311,  315. 

Filiform  apparatus,  336  (Fig.  110). 
Fir,  Scotch,  see  Pinus  sylvestris. 
Fixing  cell-contents,  204  ; with  abso- 
lute alcohol,  364  ; chrom-acetio 
acid,  205  ; chromic  acid,  204  ; 
picric  acid,  205.  See  also  Nu- 
cleus, Nuclear  division. 
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Flag,  Sweet,  see  Acorus  Calamus. 

Float,  Undulating,  293. 

Flower  of  Pinus  sylvestris,  298  (Figs. 
99,  101) ; Taxus  haccata,  301 
(Fig.  100). 

Fontinalis  antipyretica,  Peristome,  285 
(Fig.  95  e).  [violet. 

Formic  gentiaua-violet,  see  Gentiana- 

Formic  methyl-green,  see  Methyl-green. 

Fraxinus  excelsior.  Leaf  fall,  159. 

Fritillaria  imperialis,  Pollen  of,  318. 

Fritillaria  persica,  Cell  and  nuclear 
division,  360  (Fig.  114). 

Frog-bit,  see  Hydrocharis. 

Fruit,  Development  in  Citrus  vulgaris, 
{C.  Aurantium),  352. 

„ Structure  in  A lisma  Plantago,  343 ; 
Citrus  vulgaris,  352  ; Pruiius  do- 
viestica,  347  ; Pyrus  Malus,  348. 

Frustule,  210  (Fig.  77). 

Fuchsia,  Pollen  grains  of,  319. 

Fuchsin  (Magenta),  Use  of,  229;  prepa- 

Fuchsin iodine-green,  366.  [ration,  235. 

Fucus  vesiculosus.  Structure  of  thal- 
lus,  202  a ; sterile  conceptacles, 
202  d;  reproduction,  254  e (Fig. 
87*).  [(Fig.  87*). 

Fucus  platycarpus,  reproduction,  254 

Funaria  hygrornetrica,  Antheridia,  279 
(Fig.  95  a)  ; Archegonia,  280 
(Fig.  95  B,c) ; Chlorophyll-bodies 
of,  38  (Fig.  17) ; protonema, 
191  (Fig.  71*) ; sporogone,  285 
(Fig.  94  d).  [83. 

Fundamental  tissue  (Ground  tissue). 

Fungi,  Vegetative  structure  of,  200  et 
seq.  (Fig.  74) ; reproduction  of, 
255  et  seq.,  262  et  seq. 

Funiculus,  328  (Fig.  107).  [316. 

Funkia  ovata.  Pollen  development  in. 

Gall-apple,  Structure  of,  51 : Tannin 

Gametes,  of  Cladophora,  250.  [in,  52. 

Gas-chamber,  244. 

Gelatine,  Use  of,  321. 

„ and  glycerine,  see  Glycerine-jelly. 

Gemmfe,  of  Marchantia,  194,  272  (Fig. 
93*b). 

Generation,  Alternation  of,  264. 

Gentiana-violet,  Use  of,  39,  41,  222, 
229,  361,  365. 


Gentiana-violet,  acetic,  361. 

„ in  aniline  Water,  235. 

,,  formic,  361. 

Germinal  apparatus,  see  Embryo-sac 
Egg-apparatus. 

Germinal  vesicle,  sse  Embryo-sac 
Oosphere. 

Germination  of  wheat,  346d. 

Ginkgo  hiloha,  see  Salisburia  adianli- 
folia. 

Glands  (oil)  of  Ruta  graveolens,  160 
(Figs.  61,  62) ; development  of 
in  Dictamnus  Fraxinella,  163 
(Fig.  62*). 

Glandular  hairs  of  Msculus  Hippocas- 
tanurn,  81  (Fig.  38)  ; Aspidium 
Filix-mas,  289  ; Matthiola,  75  ; 
Prinmla,  78  ; Ruinex  patientia, 
79  (Fig.  36) ; Viola  tricolor, 
82  a (Fig.  36  a). 

Glass  bell- jars,  xxiii. 

,,  disks,  to  cover  watch-glasses,  xxiii. 
,,  rods,  xxiii. 

Gleocapsa  caldariorum,  218. 

,,  polydermatica,  218  (Fig.  82). 

Globoids  in  Bertholletia  excelsa,  27 ; 
Ricinus,  25  (Fig.  14). 

Gloxinia  hybrida.  Embryo-sac  of,  334. 

Glucose,  Keactions  of,  48. 

Glycerine,  Use  of,  16,  17,  34,  55,  92, 
115,  119,  133,  172,  177,  206, 
232,  289,  338,  366,  370. 

,,  and  alcohol,  55,  115,  302.  [342. 

„ Clearing  tissue  by  heating  in,  232, 
,,  Dehydrating  by,  289. 

Glycerine  gum.  Use  of,  192,  338. 

,,  jelly,  Use  of,  20,92, 206,  329. 

Glycogen,  Keactions  of,  269. 

Gold-size,  Use  of,  92,  366. 

Gonidia,  of  Anaptychia  ciliaris,  202, 
270;  of  Lichens,  302;  of  Phy- 
tophthora,  257  (Fig.  89). 

Gonidiophores,  of  Mucor,  255  ; Peni- 
cillium,  260  (Fig.  90) ; Phy- 
tophthora,  256  (Fig.  89). 

Growing  apex,  in  stems  of  Arigio- 
sperms,  173;  of  Equisetum 
arvense,  176  (Figs.  66,  66,* 
67)  ; Euonymus  japonicus,  174 
(Fig.  65)  ; Gymnosperms,  173  ; 
Hippuris  vulgaris,  170  (Fig.  64). 
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Growing  apex,  in  roots  of  Hordeum 
vulgare,  183  (Fig.  69);  Pteris 
cretica^  188  (Fig.  71) ; Thuja 
occidentalis,  185  (Fig.  70). 

,,  in  thallus  of  Metzgeria  furcata, 
198. 

,,  Cell  division  in,  Anticlinal,  173  ; 
periclinal,  173 ; rectangular 
segmentation,  173. 

,,  To  cut  sections,  170, 171;  to  make 
transparent,  172,  177. 

,,  Methods  of  investigation,  170, 
177. 

„ Segmentation  of,  Calyptrogen, 
185  ; cortex,  174  ; dermatogen, 
173  ; histogens,  173  ; initials, 
173 ; periblem,  173 ; peri- 
blemic  column,  187  ; pith,  174; 
plerome,  173 ; procambium,  174. 

Growing  point,  see  Growing  apex. 

Ground  tissue  (Fundamental  tissue), 
83. 

Guard- cells,  61.  See  also  Stomata. 

Gum,  81 ; reactions  for,  99  ; reser- 
voirs in  Tilia,  125. 

„ Use  of,  293. 

Gymnocladus  canadensis,  Leaf-fall, 
159. 

Gymnosperms,  Definition  of,  298  ; re- 
production, 298 ; root-cap,  186. 

Gyncecium,  of  Angiosperms,  322 ; 
Gymnosperms,  302. 

Hadrome,  86.  [paration  of,  205. 

Hfematin-Ammouia,  Use  of,  205;  pre- 

Hcematococcus  pluvialis,  220,  note  a. 

Haematoxylin,  Use  of,  26,  222,  260, 
318,  329,  366. 

,,  Bohmer’s,  Use  of,  205,  365. 

,,  Grenadier’s,  Use  cf,  205,  365. 

Hairs,  Structure  of,  in  Cheiranthu^ 
Cheiri,  72  (Fig.  32)  ; Matthiola 
annua,  73  (Fig.  32) ; Verhascam 
nigrum,  74  ; V.  thapsiforme,  75  ; 
Viola  tricolor,  (Fig.  33). 

,,  Bristles,  of  Urtica  dioica,  77. 

,,  Glands,  of  Brosera  rotundifolia, 
79  ; Primula  sinensis,  78.  See 
also  Glandular  hairs. 

,,  Horsehair,  Use  of,  366. 

„ Human,  Use  of,  366. 


Hairs,  Movement  of  protoplasm,  in  IIy~ 
drocharis,  35  ; in  Tradescantia, 
28. 

,,  Prickles,  of  Rosa  76. 

,,  Scales  of  Eleagnus  angustifolia, 
76  ; Shepherdia  canadensis,  75 
(Fig.  34). 

,,  Stinging,  of  Urtica  dioica,  77  (Fig. 
35). 

Hand-vice,  xxiii. ; use  of,  17,  53. 

Hart’s  tongue  fern,  see  Scolopendrium. 

Haustoria,  of  Phytoplithora,  257. 

Hedera  helix,  Besin  canals  in,  123 
(Fig.  50*). 

Hellebore,  see  Hellehorus. 

Helleborus  foetidus,  pollen-cell  and 
nuclear  division,  367  (Fig.  115) ; 
pistil,  324. 

Helleborus  niger,  pistil,  324. 

Hernerocallis  fulva.  Structure  and 
development  of  anther,  311 
(Fig.  104);  pistil,  324;  pollen, 
312  (Fig.  104). 

Hen’s  Egg  Albumen,  Use  of,  308. 

Heterocyst,  216. 

Heteroecious  (parasites),  264. 

Heteromerous  (thallus  of  Lichens), 

202. 

Hippuris  vulgaris.  Growing  apex  of, 
170  (Fig.  64). 

Histogen,  Histogenic  layer,  173. 

Hollyhock,  see  Althcea  rosea. 

Homoiomerous  (thallus  of  Lichens), 
203. 

Hordeum  vulgare,  Growing  apex  of 
root,  183  (Fig.  69). 

Horse-chestnut,  see  jEscuIus  Hip- 
pocastanum. 

Horsehair,  Use  of,  250. 

Horse-tail,  see  Equisetum. 

Host,  256. 

Hoyer’s  Ammonia-carmine,  see  Car- 
mine. 

„ Enclosing  fluid,  see  Enclosing 
fluid. 

Hyacinth,  Development  of  pollen  in, 
316 ; pistil,  324. 

Hyaloplasm,  29. 

Hydrocharis  Morsus-rance,  movement 
of  protoplasm  in  root-hairs, 
35. 
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Hydrochloric  acid,  Use  of,  59>  77,  | 
205,  213.  ! 

„ Half  per  cent,  in  70  per  cent. 

alcohol,  Use  of,  206. 

„ Quarter  per  cent,  in  70  per  cent, 
alcohol.  Use  of,  365. 

Hydroids  ( = Trachei'des),  58, 105, 114. 
Hymeniiim  of  jEcidium,  263  (Fig. 
81*);  Agaricus,  268  (Fig.  91*) ; 
Anoptychia,  270  (Fig.  93) ; 
Morchella,  269  (Fig.  92) ; Eus- 
siila,  267  (Fig.  91). 
Hymenomycetes,  266. 

Hypanthium,  see  Beceptacular  tube. 
Hypbffi,  200,  255. 

Hypochlorin  reaction,  204. 

Hypocotyl,  310  (Fig.  103),  339  (Fig. 

111). 

Hypoderma,  88. 

Illuminating  apparatus,  227 ; Abbe’s, 
226. 

Immersion  fluids,  for  objectives,  224. 

,,  Objectives,  xviii.,  223. 

Incandescent  lamps  (electric),  Use  of, 
229. 

Indian  corn,  see  Zea  Mais. 

Indian  ink,  Use  of,  222. 

Indusium,  288  (Fig.  96). 

Inflorescence,  306. 

Initial  cells.  Initial  layers,  173.  [370. 

Intercellular  protoplasmic  threads, 

,,  spaces,  Lysigenous,  85,  164 ; 

Schizogenous,  17,  85,  118,  122, 
124  ; canals,  180. 

Interuode,  171. 

Intine,  304,  312. 

Inuline,  Eeactions  for,  50  ; spheero- 
crystals,  50  (Fig.  24). 

Iodine,  Action  on  starch,  13  ; on  aleu- 
rone  grains,  18. 

„ in  alcohol,  Use  of,  13,  39. 

,,  in  glycerine.  Use  of,  24. 

,,  in  potassium-iodine,  Use  of,  13, 
18,  47,  204,  208,  259,  269,  274, 
293,  317. 

„ in  water.  Use  of,  17,  41. 

,,  Scale  of.  Action  on  starch,  15. 
Iodine-green,  Use  of,  92,  93. 

„ Acetic,  Use  of,  218,  317,  318,  361. 

,,  Formic,  361. 


Iris  Jlorentina,  Structure  of  leaf,  61  et  < 
seq.  (Fig.  27) ; endodermis  of 
root,  139  (Fig.  55) ; vascular 
bundles  of  leaf,  93  (Fig.  95) ; 
wax  on  leaf,  81. 

Iris  germanica,  Leucoplasts  (starch- 
builders)  and  starch  in  rhizome, 
44  (Fig.  21). 

Iron  alum.  Use  of,  365. 

,,  chloride.  Use  of,  52. 

,,  sulphate,  Use  of,  52. 

Ivy,  see  Hedera  helix. 

Juglans  regia,  Leaf-fall  of,  159. 

Labelling  preparations,  24. 

Laburnum,  see  Cytisus  Laburnum. 
Lamp,  229  ; Electric,  229. 

Larkspur,  see  Delphinium. 

Latex  system,  in  Euphorbia,  12,  13; 
Chelidonium  majiis,  103  ; Scor- 
zonera,  104  (Fig.  45*). 

Lathyrus,  formation  of  pollen-tubes, 
321. 

Lavender,  Oil  of,  Use  of,  366. 

Leaf,  Structure  of  in  Aloe,  67  (Fig. 
29) ; Fagus  sylvatica,  164  (Fig. 
63);  Iris,  61,  93  (Fig.  42); 
Mnium  undxdatxim,  192  ; Ruta 
graveolens,  160  (Figs.  61,  62)  ; 
Scolopendrium  vulgare,  287  ; 
Sphagnum  acutifolium,  193 ; 

. Tradescantia,  65  (Fig.  28). 

,,  Influence  of  position  on  structure, 
166. 

„ Aerating  tissue,  167 ; assimilatory 
tissue,  167 ; mechanical  con- 
struction, 165 ; transpiratory 
tissue,  167 ; vein-parenchyma, 
168. 

,,  Origin  of,  171,  174  ; fall  of,  157. 
Leaf  traces,  175. 

Leitz’s  microscopes,  xvi. 

Lemon,  see  Citrus. 

„ Oil  of,  Use  of,  319,  320. 

Lens,  magnifying,  xxi. 

Lenticels,  of  Sambucus  nigra,  153  (Fig. 
60). 

Leptome,  86. 

Leptothrix  buccalis,  232. 

Leucojum,  Pollen  grains  of,  318. 
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Leucoplasts,  of  Iris  gernianica^  44 
(Fig.  21) ; etaminal  hairs  of 
Tradescantia,  29 ; Verbascum 
nigrum,  41. 

Lichens,  Structure  of,  202  ; reproduc- 
tion, 270  (Fig.  93). 

,,  Gelatinous,  271. 

Light,  Artificial,  for  microscopes,  229. 

Lignin,  Reactions  for,  59,  119. 

Ligulatae,  see  Selaginelleae. 

Ligule,  296,  297,  346  c. 

Lilium,  Development  of  anthers  and 
pollen,  315  ; structure  of  pistil, 
324. 

,,  Cell  and  nuclear  division  in,  360. 
,,  Stomata,  71,  note  c. 

Lime,  see  Tilia  europeea. 

Lime,  Oxalate,  as  crystals,  96  (Fig. 
43)  ; in  cell-contents  of  Beta 
vulgaris,  46;  Iris  Jiorentina,  95; 
Eosa,  77. 

,,  Reactions,  46. 

,,  phosphate.  Use  of,  208. 

,,  Sphasrocrystals,  63,  note  b. 

,,  sulphate.  Use  of,  208. 

Limiting  cell,  see  Heterocyst. 

,,  membrane  (of  cell-wall),  54,  58. 

Ling,  see  Calluna  vulgaris. 

Linseed  oil,  Use  of,  366. 

Liverwort,  see  Marchantia, 

Logwood,  see  Hasmatoxylin. 

Lupinus  albus,  Aleurone  grains  in 
seed,  24. 

Lycopodium  complanatum,  structure  of 
stem,  149  (Fig.  58). 

„ Selago,  structure  of  stem,  150. 

Lysigenous,  see  Intercellular  spaces. 

Lysimachia,  Pistil  of,  326. 

Macerating  mixture,  Schultze’s,  112, 

Macrosporangia,  297.  [129,  155. 

Macrospore,  see  Spore. 

Magenta,  see  Fuchsin. 

Magnesia  sulphate.  Use  of,  208. 

Maize,  see  Zea  Mais. 

Malic  acid,  as  stimulant  for  spermato- 
zoids  of  Ferns,  294.  [104  a). 

Malva  crispa,  Pollen  grains,  319  (Fig. 

Maple,  Autumnal  coloration  of,  43. 

Maranta  arundinacea,  Starch  of,  11. 

MarchantiaceiE,  277. 


Marchantia  pohjmorpha,  air-pores,  196 
(Fig.  71)  ; thallus,  194 ; oil- 
bodies,  195 ; rhizoids,  196  • 
gemmae,  194,  273  ; sexual  or> 
gans,  272  (Figs,  93*,  94,  95); 
fertilisation,  276;  sporogonium, 
277. 

Mare’s  tail,  see  Hippuris  vulgaris. 

Marjoram,  Oil  of,  Use  of,  365. 

Matthiola  annua,  Hairs  on  leaf,  73 
(Fig.  32). 

Mechanical  system,  48,  88,  147,  166. 

Medulla,  270. 

Medullary  rays,  structure  in  Aristolo- 
chia,  107  (Fig.  46) ; Pinus  syl~ 
vestris,  58,  120  (Fig.  47). 

,,  Secondary,  270. 

Medullary  sheath.  111. 

Mericarp,  340. 

Meristem,  172. 

Mesocarp,  344. 

Mesophyll,  161  (Fig.  62). 

Mesothecium,  314. 

Mestome,  86. 

Metaphases,  of  nuclear  division,  363. 

Methyl-blue,  Use  of,  229,  234.  See  also 
Aniline  blue. 

Methyl-green,  Use  of,  19,  46.  See  also 
Aniline  green. 

„ Formic,  361. 

„ Acetic,  19,  46,  158,  218,  317,  318, 
360,  361,  369. 

Methyl-violet,  Use  of,  39,  41,  229, 
234. 

Metzgeria  furcata.  Structure  of  thal- 
lus, 197  ; apical  cell,  198  (Fig. 
73). 

Mica  plates,  Use  of,  213. 

Micrococcus  Vaccince,  231. 

Micrometer-screw^  see  Microscope. 

Micrometer,  Stage,  xxii. 

Micropyle,  302,  304  (Fig.  101),  328 
(Figs.  107-110). 

Microscope,  Essentials  for  a good,  xvii. ; 
stands  and  objectives,  xiii. 

„ Compound,  1 (Fig.  2),  224  (Figs. 
83,  83*) ; to  clean  after  use,  15. 

„ Simple  (or  Dissecting),  xx.,  21 
(Figs.  12,  13). 

Microsomata  (microsomes),  29,  207. 

Microsporangia,  297. 
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Microspore,  sec  Spore. 

Microtome,  03. 

Middle  lamella  (of  cell-wall),  54,  58 
(Fig.  26),  140,  155. 

Milk,  see  Latex. 

Millon’s  reagent,  Use  of,  18,  19. 

Mnium  horniim,  antherozoids,  277  ; 
archegonia,  280 ; “ flowers,” 

277  ; sporogone,  280. 

‘Mnium  undulatum,  Structure  of  leaf, 
192  ; of  stem,  190 ; absorption 
of  water  by  leaves,  193  ; move- 
ment of  water  in  central  bundle 
of  stem,  ,fl0. 

Moist  chamber,  10,  255 ; hollow  ^d 
from  glass  slide,  244;  of  glass 
ring,  243,  256  ; pasteboard 
frame,  238,  247,  321 ; bell-jar, 
10,  244 ; plaster  of  Paris  case, 
244,  256. 

Molecular  movement,  see  Brownian 
movement. 

Molybdate  of  ammonia,  in  concen- 
trated solution  of  ammonium 
chloride.  Use  of,  53. 

Monkshood,  see  Aconitum  Napellus. 

Monocarpellary,  323. 

Monocotyledons,  Vascular  bundles  of, 
83  et seq. 

Monopodial  (branching),  257. 

Monotropa  Hypopitys,  Structure  of 
Embryo-sac,  330  (Fig.  108). 

Ilorchella  esculenta;  epiplasm,  269; 
glycogen  in,  269;  hymenium, 
269  (Fig.  92). 

Morell,  see  Morchella  esculenta. 

Mosses,  Reproduction  of,  211  et  S"q. 
(Figs.  95  A to  e)  ; vegetative 
structure,  38,  190  et  seq. 

Mounting  fluid,  see  Enclosing  fluid. 

Mounting  preparations,  20. 

Mucilage,  see  Mucus. 

Mucilage-cells  of  Marchantia,  197. 

Mucorineae,  255,  259. 

Mucor  Mncedo,  255  ; sporangia,  255  ; 
zygote  (zygospore),  256  (Fig. 
87  D and  e). 

Mucus,  from  cellulose,  99,  340 ; from 
starch,  99. 

,,  Staining  reactions  of,  99. 

Mullein,  see  Verba  scum  nigrum. 

Multinuclear  cells, sr«  Nuclear  division. 


Multiplication,  sexual  and  asexual, 219. 

Mushroom,  see  Agaricus  campestris. 

Mycelium,  255. 

Mycoprotein,  222. 

Navicula,  see  Pinnularia. 

Neck,  of  archegohium,  275  (Figs.  95, 
95  b),  293  (Figs.  98,  102). 

Needle-holder,  xxiii. 

Needles,  xxiii. 

Nerium  Oleander,  Structure  of  epider- 
mis, 69 ; stomata,  70. 

Nerve,  Use  of  term,  168. 

Nigrosine,  Use  of,  79,  99. 

,,  Picric,  Use  of,  92,  238. 

Nitella,  Protoplasmic  movement  in, 
37  ; structure  of,  202  e. 

Nitrates,  Reactions  of,  49. 

Nitric  acid.  Use  of,  51,  213,  234. 

Nitrites,  Reactions  of,  49. 

Node,  171. 

Nostocaceae,  215. 

Nostoc  ciniflonum,  217. 

Nucellus,  304,  307  (Fig.  102),  328  (Fig. 
107). 

Nuclear  division,  356;  in  Fritellaria 
persica,  360  (Fig.  114) ; Helle- 
boms  foetidus,  367  (Fig.  115)  ; 
Tradescantia  virginica,  356 
(Fig.  113),  369  (Fig.  116). 

Nuclear  division,  direct,  369  (Fig. 
116) ; indirect,  369  (Figs.  113, 
114) ; propbases,  metaphases, 
anaphases,  363. 

„ Fixing  and  staining  nuclear 
flgures,  260,  263,  360,  361,  364, 
et  seq. ; with  acetic  methyl- 
green,  360,  361 ; with  absolute 
alcohol  and  safranin,  365  ; 
alcohol  aud  gentianaviolet, 
365,  alcohol  and  logwood,  365  ; 
alcohol  and  diamond- fuchsine 
iodine-green,  366 ; restoring 
overstaining  with  logwood,  365. 

„ Multinuclear  cells,  201,  204  (Fig, 
75),  256,  260. 

„ Permanent  preparations,  364  et  seq. 

Nuclear  plate,  363  (Fig.  114),  364. 

Nuclear  spindle,  363. 

Nucleoli,  30,  204,  208. 

Nucleolus,  Lateral,  see  Paranucleolus. 
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Nucleus  of  Cladophora  glomerata,  201 
(Fig.  75) ; Penicillium  crusta- 
ceum,  260 ; Pwnularia,  211 
(Fig.  77) ; Protococcus,  214  (Fig. 
78)  ; Saccharomyces  (yeast), 
215  ; Spirogyra,  208  (Fig.  76) ; 
stamiual  hairs  of  Tradescantia, 
29  (Fig.  15),  357  (Fig.  113); 
pollen  grains  of  Tradescantia, 
317  (Fig.  105) ; old  nodes  of 
Tradescantia,  369  (Fig.  116). 

,,  Eelations  to  fertilization,  oo-nu- 
cleus,  spermo-nucleus,  332. 

,,  Staining,  19,  25,  54.  See  also 
Nuclear  division. 

,,  Structure  in  resting  state,  357. 

Nutation  of  Oscillaria,  218. 

Oak-apple,  Oak-gall,  51. 

Oat,  see  Avena  sativa. 

Object-glass,  Objective,  xviii.  ; for 
homogeneous  immersion,  xviii., 
223;  Use  of,  224;  for  water 
immersion,  xviii.,  223;  Use  of, 
224  ; to  clean,  7,  13. 

Object-slides,  xxii. ; hollowed,  244. 

Ochreje,  78. 

Ocular,  see  Eye-piece. 

(Enothera  biennis,  Pollengrains  of,  318. 

,,  ,,  Ovary  of,  337. 

Oil,  Ethereal,  26, 160  ; reactions  of,  26; 
Fat,  26  ; reactions  of,  26;  Olive, 
Use  of,  26  ; Origanum,  Use  of, 
365.  See  also  Cloves,  Cedar. 

Oil-bodies  of  Liverworts,  195. 

Oil-drops,  Optical  appearance  of,  25. 

Oil-glands  of  Rata,  160  (Fig.  62)  ; 

' Dictamnus  Fraxinella,  164  (Fig. 
62*)  ; Citrus,  351. 

Onion,  see  Allium  Cepa. 

Oogonium,  of  Peronnspora,  259  ; Vati- 
cheria,  252  (Fig.  88)  ; Fucus, 
254  a (Fig.  87*);  Chara,  254: j 
(Fig.  87**). 

Oo-nucleus,  332. 

Oosphere,  of  Aconitum,  328  (Fig.  107); 
Marchantia,  275  (Fig.  95)  ; 
Pinus,  308  (Fig.  102) ; Poly- 
podium, 294  (Fig.  98) ; Vauch- 
eria,  253. 

Oospore,  see  Fertilization,  Zygote. 


Operculum,  282  (Fig.  95  i>).  [thim). 

Orange,  see  Citrus  vulgaris  (G.  Auran- 

Orchide£B,  Embryo-sac  and  fertiliza- 
tion, 333  ; Pistil  of,  326. 

Orchis  p aliens,  333  (Fig.  109). 

Ornithogalum  umbellatum,  Structure  of 
cell-walls  of  seed,  53  (Fig.  25). 

Oscillaria  (Fig.  81),  Cell-structure  of, 
217;  habitat,  217;  movement, 
218. 

Osmic  acid,  1 p.c..  Use  of,  26,  27,  274. 
,,  vapour,  235. 

Ovary,  adnate  (inferior),  326;  free 
(superior) , 323 ; monocarpellary, 
323 ; polycarpellary,  324. 

,,  Dehiscence  of,  323,  327. 

,,  Structure  in  Butomus  umbellatus, 
324;  Delphinium  Ajacis,  322 
(Fig.  103) ; Epipactis  palustris, 
326  ; Helleborus,  324  ; Hemero- 
callis,  324;  Hyacinthus,  324; 
Lilium,  324 ; Prbmila,  325 ; 
Tidipa,  324]  Yucca,  S25. 

Overstaining,  Use  of,  206  ; correction 
of,  230,  365.  [Ovule. 

Ovular  integument,  303,  328.  See  also 

Ovule,  303,  323  ; anatropous,  328 
(Figs.  106,  107)  ; campylotro- 
pous,  342  ; chalaza,  328  ; em- 
bryo-sac, 328;  funiculus,  328; 
micropyle,  304,  328;  nucellus, 
301,328;  primine,  328  ; raphe, 
328;  secundine,  328.  See  also 
Embryo-sac. 

,,  Development  and  structure  in 
Aconitum  Napellus,  327  (Fig. 
107) ; Capsella  Bursa-pastoris, 
340;  Citrus,  354;  Monotropa 
Eypopitys,  830  (Fig.  108) ; 
Orchis,  333  (Fig.  109) ; Picea 
vulgaris,  307  (Fig.  102)  ; Pinus 
sylvestris,  305  (Fig.  101) ; 
Taxus  baccata,  303  (Fig.  100). 

,,  Homology  with  macrosporan- 
gium, 304,  328. 

,,  Sections  of,  329. 

Oxalate  of  lime,  see  Lime. 

Oxide  of  copper  (ammoniacal),  see 
Copper  ammon-oxide. 

Packiug-cells,  151,  153. 
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Piconia,  Formation  of  pollen^tubes, 
321. 

Pfeony,  sec  Pceonia. 

Palissade  cells,  161  (Fig.  62). 

Palmellacetb,  219. 

Pansy,  see  Viola  tricolor. 

Papaver  Rhceas,  Structure  of  petals, 
169. 

Papilla,  40,  72,  272. 

Paranucleolus,  361  (Fig.  114), 

ParapbyseSjOf  Fiinaria.  281  (Fig.  95b); 
Mniuvi,  278,  280;  Morcliella, 
269  (Fig.  92) ; Russula,  267 
_ (Fig.  91). 

Parasite,  264. 

Parkes  & Son’s  microscopes,  xv. 

Parrnelia  ciliaris,  see  Anaptychia 
ciliaris.  [(Fig.  55). 

Passage  cells  (in  bundle-sheath),  139 

Pasteur’s  Fluid,  220. 

Pea,  see  Pisum  sativum. 

Pear,  Sclerenchyma  in,  47  (Fig.  22). 

Pelargonium  zonale^  hairs  on  petiole, 
82,  note  a. 

Penicillium  crustaceum,  259 ; asci, 
261 ; basidia,  260  ; gonidio- 
phores,  260  (Fig.  90) ; habitat, 
259  ; mycelium,  259;  nuclei. 

Peptone,  241.  [260. 

Perchloride  of  iron,  see  Iron.  [95). 

Perianthium  [oiMarcliantia),‘lll  (Fig- 

Periblem,  173  (Figs.  64,  65),  310  (Fig- 
103). 

Periblemic  column,  186  (Fig.  70). 

Pericambium,  137  (Figs.  53  to  56). 

Pericarp,  344. 

Perichtetium,  278. 

Periclinal  cell-walls,  173. 

Pericycle,  105.  [156. 

Periderm,  111,  153  (Figs.  59,  60),  155, 

Peridium,  263  (Fig.  90*). 

Perigamium,  280. 

Perigonium,  278. 

Perigynium,  280. 

Periphloem,  147,  148. 

Peristome,  282  (Fig.  95  e). 

PcronosporesD,  257  ; antheridia,  259 ; 
fertilization,  259  ; gonidia,  259  ; 
oogonia,  259. 

Petals,  Structure  in  Papaver  Rhoeas, 
169  ; Verbascum  nigrum,  168. 


Petiole, Structure  of, in  Ruta  graveolens, 
164. 

Phanerogamia,  Primary  classification 
of,  298. 

Phaseohis  vulnaris.  Starch  of,  10 
(Fig.  4). 

Phellem,  153,  156. 

Phelloderm  in  Ribes  rubrum,  156. 

Phellogen,  153  (Figs.  59,  60).  See  also 
Cork. 

Phloem,  see  Bast,  vascular  bundles. 

Phloroglucin,  Use  of,  59. 

Phoenix  dactylifera,  Structure  of  en- 
dosperm cell-walls,  54. 

Phosphate  of  lime,  see  Lime. 

Phosphate  of  soda,  see  Soda. 

Phycomycetes,  255. 

PhytophtJiora  infestans,256f ; conidia, 
257  (Fig.  89)  ; haustoria,  257. 

Picea  vulgaris,  archegonia,  (corpus- 
•,  .cula),  308;  embryo-sac,  308; 
endosperm,  306,  308  ; fertiliza- 
tion, 308  ; female  flowers,  306  ; 
ovule,  307  (Figs.  102,  102  a,  b, 
and  c)  ; seeds,  309  (Fig.  102  c). 

Picric  acid.  Use  of,  204,  215. 
alcohol,  see  Alcohol, 
aniline  blue.  Use  of,  92,  370. 
carmine,  235. 
nigrosine,  Use  of,  92,  361. 

Pileus,  267. 

Pillischer’s  microscopes,  xvi. 

Pinnularia  viridis  (Fig.  77),  Structure, 
210;  cell-vrall,  213;  cytoplasm, 
211;  division,  212;  endochrome 
plates,  212 ; frustules  (valves), 
210  ; girdles,  211 ; movements, 
212 ; nodule,  210  ; oil-drops, 
211;  raphe,  211;  skeletoniza- 
tion, 213. 

Finns  sylvestris,  bordered  pits,  55 
(Fig.  26);  116  (Fig.  47);  cell- 
walls,>  57  ; female  flower,  304 ; 
male  flower,  298  (Fig.  99) ; 
ovule,  305  (Fig.  101) ; pollen- 
grains,  300  (Fig.  99) ; pollin- 
ation, 306;  resin  canals,  118 
(Fig.  48) ; stamens,  299  ; sieve- 
tubes,  121  (Figs.  49,  50) ; struc- 
ture of  stem,  114  (Fig.  46*). 

Piptocephalis  Freseniaim,  256  e. 
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ristil,  see  Ovary. 

Fisuni  sativum,  Aleurone-grains,  18 
(Fig.  10)  ; structure  of  seed,  16 

Pith,  108, 174,  310.  [(Fig.  10). 

Pits,  bordered,  of  Finns  sylvestris,  55 
(Fig.  26) ; unilaterally  bordered, 
112,  116  (Fig.  47)  ; closing 
membrane,  54  (Figs.  25,  26), 
119  (b’ig.  47),  147. 

,,  Sieve,  see  Sieve  - tubes.  Sieve 
plates,  etc. 

,,  simple,  in  Agaricus  campestris, 
201  (Fig.  74) ; Beta  vulgaris, 
46;  Ornithogalum,  54  (Fig.  25). 
,,  branched  in  Pear,  47  (Fig.  22)* 

,,  reactions,  47  ; torus,  57  (Fig.  26), 
112,  116  (Fig.  47),  147. 

Pitted  ducts,  85  (Fig.  40),  91.  See 
also  Pits. 

Placenta,  289  (Fig.  96),  306,  323  (Fig. 
106) ; axile,  324 ; free  central, 
326  ; marginal,  325  ; superficial, 
324.  [of  Tradescantia,  34,  37a. 

Plasmolysis,  208;  in  staminal  hairs 

Pleomorphism  in  Bacteria,  233. 

Plerorae,  173(Figs.64,65),310  (Fig.  103). 

Fleurosigma  angulatum,  214. 

Plum,  see  Frunus  domestica. 

Plum-juice,  Use  of,  256. 

Plumule,  310  (Fig.  103).  [32o. 

Pollen-canal,  in  style  of  H enter ocallis, 

Pollen-grains,  Structure  in  Acacia, 
320  5;  Althcca  rosea,  319  5; 
Azalea,  320  5 ; Calluna  vulgaris, 
320  5;  Cucurhita,  320  a;  Erica, 
320  5 ; Fritillaria  imperialis, 
318 ; Hemerocallis  fulva,  312 
(Fig,  104)  ; Leucojum,  318  ; 
Lilium,  315 ; Malva  crispa, 
319  (Fig.  104  a)  ; Mimose®,  320 ; 
(Enothcra  biennis,  318  ; Finns 
sylvestris,  300  (Fig.  99) ; Rho- 
dodendt'on,  S20  5;  Taxus  haccata, 
301 ; Tradescantia  virginica, 
316  (Fig.  105). 

„ Culture  of,  320;  formation  of,  315; 
how  to  make  transparent,  319, 
340 ; germination,  320 ; com- 
pound grains,  320  ; nucleus, 
300,  317;  homology  with  micro- 
spores, 300. 


Pollen  mother-cells*  Division'  of,  in 
Fritillaria  persica,  360  (Fig: 
114) ; Hemerocallis,  315  (Fig: 
104);  Hellehorus  foetidus,  367 
(Fig.  115). 

Pollen-sacs  of  Finns  sylvestris,  299 
(Fig.  99) ; Taxus  haccata,  301. 
See  also  Pollen-grains. 

,,  homology  with  microsporangia, 
300,  311. 

Pollen-tubes,  Development  of,  304, 
307,  319,  320,  335  (Fig.  110). 
Cultural  development,  320c. 

Pollination,  304,  306. 

Polycarpous,  see  Apocarpous. 

Polyembryony,  in  Citrus,  355. 

Polypodiaceas,  290. 

Polypodium  vulgare,  Antheridium,  291 
(Fig.  97) ; antherozoids  (sper- 
matozoids)  293  (Fig.  97) ; 
archegonia,  293  (Fig.  98)  ; 
fertilization,  294 ; prothallus, 
291 ; sori  and  sporangia,  290. 

Polypody  fern,  see  Polypodimn.  [279. 

Polytriclmm  jnniperinuin,  Antheridia, 
„ Foliar  bundles  in,  192. 

Poplar- wood.  Use  of,  in  cutting  sec- 
tions, 338. 

Poppy,  see  Papaver  Rhoeas. 

Populus  dilatata.  Leaf-fail  in,  159. 

Porous  cells  of  Sphagnum,  193. 

Potash,  acetate.  Use  of,  action  on 
starch,  14;  on  cork,  155  ; as  a 
clearing  agent,  172,  177,  180, 
297,  299,  341 ; how  to  restore 
tissues  after,  177. 

„ Use  of,  172,  177. 

,,  bichromate.  Use  of,  52. 

„ chlorate,  112,  129,  155. 

,,  nitrate,  208. 

Potato,  see  Solatium  tuberosum. 

Preparations,  Permanent  preservation 
of,  20,  24,  92,  230,  235;  closing, 
92,  366. 

„ Preservation  of,  when  stained,  206. 
„ To  find  again  a particular  spot  in, 
239. 

,,  Eemoval  of  air  and  dust  under 
microscope,  20. 

,,  To  prepare  under  microscope,  23 
et  seq. 


420 


INDEX. 


Prickles  of  Kose,  Structure  of,  70. 

Primine,  328.  See  also  Ovule. 

Primrose,  see  Primula. 

Primula,  Ovary  of,  325. 

P,  sinensis,  Glandular  hairs,  78. 

Procambium,  174  (Fig.  65),  310  (Fig. 
103). 

Proembryo  of  Mosses,  191  (Fig.  71*)  ; 
of  Capsella,  342. 

Proliferation,  279. 

Promycelium  of  Puccinia,  265. 

Prophases  of  nuclear  division,  363. 

Protein-grains,  see  Aleurone-grains. 

Protein-crystals  (crystallized),  see 
Albumen-crystals. 

Prothallus  of  Polypodmm  vulgare,  290. 
,,  Homology  with  endosperm,  306. 

Protococcus  viridis,  214  (Fig.  78). 

Protonema  of  Mosses,  191  (Fig.  71*). 

Protophloem,  87,  93. 

Protoplasm,  circulation,  29  (Fig.  15), 
34,  37a ; contraction,  see  Plas- 
molysis ; neutral  lines,  36 ; 
rotation,  36,  37  ; union  of,  be- 
tween neighbouring  cells,  370. 

,,  Eeactions  of,  19,  313. 

Protoplasmic  movements,  in  leaf  of 
VaUisneria  spiralis,  36  ; in  the 
hairs  of  young  shoots  of 
Cucurbita,  35  ; in  the  staminal 
hairs  of  Tradescantia,  28  (Fig. 
15)  ; in  the  roots  of  Hydro- 
charis  Morsus-rante,  36  ; in  the 
internodal  cells  of  Nitella,  37 ; 
in  root-hairs  of  Trianea,  37a; 
in  tbe  stinging  hairs  of  Urtica, 
77  (Fig.  35)  ; in  medullary  rays 
and  cambium  of  Pinus,  122. 

Protoxylem,  86. 

Primus  domestica,  structure  of  fruit, 
347 ; of  seed,  348. 

Pseudo-parenchyma  of  Fungi,  200 
(Fig.  74). 

Pseudopodia,  313. 

Pteris  aquUina,  structure  of  rhizome 
and  leaf  stalk,  145  (Fig.  57). 

„ cretica,  development  of  root,  188 
(Fig.  71). 

Puccinia  yraminis,  262,  264  (Fig.  90*). 

Puncttnn  vegetationis,  see  Growing 
apex. 


Pyrenoids  of  Cladophora,  203  (Fig. 

75) ; Spirogyra,  208  (Fig.  76). 
Pyrola,  Embryo-sac,  330. 

Pyrus  communis,  stone  cells  in  the 
fruit,  47  (Fig.  22) ; glucose  in, 
48. 

Pyrus  Malus,  structure  of  fruit,  348  ; 
of  seed,  350. 

Quercus,  Gall  of,  51. 

Q.  suber,  structure  of  cork,  156. 

Eadicle,  309,  310  (Fig.  103),  339  (Fig. 

111).  See  also  Embryo. 
Panunculus  Ficaria,  Embryo,  346 ; 
seed,  346. 

„ repens,  structure  of  the  adven- 
titious roots,  140 ; of  the  vas- 
cular bundle,  100  (Fig.  45). 
Eaphe,  328. 

Eaphides,  98. 

Eazor,  xxiii.,  16,  55. 

Eeceiving  cells,  167. 

Eeceptacular  tube,  349. 

Eeceptive  spot,  253  (Fig.  88),  276  (Fig. 
95),  296  (Fig.  98). 

Eeproduction,  asexual  and  sexual, 
219,  246. 

,,  of  jEcidiuin  Berberidis,  262 ; 
Agaricus  campestris,  268  ; Algae, 
246;  Anapty cilia  ciliaris,  270; 
Angiosperms,  311;  Aspidium 
Filix-mas,  289  ; Bacteria,  222  ; 
Ceratopteris  thalictroides,  290  ; 
Chara,  254  g ; Cladophora  glo- 
merata,  247;  Diatoms,  212; 
Ferns,  287  ; Fucus,  254  ; Funa- 
ria  hygrometrica,  279  ; Fungi, 
255,  262  ; Gleocapsa,  218 ; 

Gymnosperms,  298 ; Lichens, 
270 ; Liverworts,  272 ; Mar- 
cliantia  polyinorpha,  272 ; 
Mnium  hornum,  277,  280  ; 3Ior- 
chella  esculenta,  269 ; Mosses, 
277 ; 3Iucor  Slucedo,  255 ; 
PenicilUum  crustaceum,  259 ; 
Phytophthora  infestnns,  256  ; 
Picea  vulgaris,  307 ; Pinus 
sylvestris,  298,  304 ; Pohjpodi- 
uin  vulgare,  291 ; Polytrichum 
juniperinum,  279  ; Protococcus, 
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Reproduction,  continued. 

214;  Puccinia  graminis,  264; 
Eussida  nihra,  266 ; Scolopen- 
driinnvuJgare, 287;  Selaginellefe, 
996;  7'axiis  haccata,  301,  302; 
Vaiicheria  sessilis,  250  ; Yeast, 
215. 

Resin,  81,  118. 

„ Reactions  of,  119.  [50*). 

Resin-canals,  118  (Fig.  48),  124  (Fig. 

Respiratory  chamber,  see  Air-chamber. 

Phamnus  Frangula,  luterprotoplasmic 
union  in,  370. 

Rhizines,  of  Anaptgchia  ciliaris,  202. 

Rhizoicls,  191,  202  e,  273,  291. 

Rhododendron^  Pollen  of,  320. 

Rib,  Use  of  term,  168. 

Ribes  rubrmn,  Phelloderm,  156. 

Ricinus  communis,  Aleurone-grains  in, 
25  (Fig.  14) ; type  of  albumin- 
ous seed,  346. 

Rubinia  Pseud-Acacia,  Leaf-fail  in, 
159. 

Root,  Branching  of,  187. 

„ Growing  apex  of,  see  Growing 
apex. 

Root,  increase  in  thickness,  141. 

,,  Structure  of,  in  Acorus  Calamus, 
138  (Fig.  54);  Allium  Cepa, 
136  (Fig.  53) ; Dicotyledons’ 
144  ; Iris  florenthia,  139  (Fig. 
55) ; Ranunculus  repens,  140  ; 
Taxus  baccata,  141  (Fig.  56). 

,,  Structure  of  embryonic,  in  Alisma, 
345 ; Picea,  309. 

Root-cap,  of  Gymnosperms,  186  (Fig. 
70),  310  (Fig.  103);  of  Hordeum 
vulgare,  184  (Fig.  69);  of  Pteris 
cretica,  189  (Fig.  71);  of  Thuja, 
186  (Fig.  70). 

Root-hairs,  35,  72,  186. 

Rosa  semper Jiorens,  Structure  of 

prickles,  76,  77. 

Rosaniline  violet,  Hanstein’s,  Use  of, 
79,  81. 

Rose,  Coloured  cell-sap  in,  42. 

Ross  & Co.’s  microscopes,  xiv.,  227 
(Fig.  83*). 

Rue,  see  Ruta  graveolens. 

Rumex  Patientia,  glandular  hairs  on 
Ochreas,  79  (Fig.  36). 


Rush,  Flowering,  see  Butomus. 

Russula  rubra,  266  (Fig.  91). 

Rust-fungus,  see  Puccinia. 

Ruta  graveolens.  Structure  of  leaf,  160 
et  seq.  (Figs.  61,  62). 

Sarcharomyces  cerevisecs,  215  (Fig.  79). 

Saccharum  officinarum,  wax  layer,  81 
(Fig.  39). 

Saffranin,  Use  of,  92,  149,  236. 

„ Alcoholic,  Use  of,  236,  365. 

,,  Watery,  Use  of,  95,  149,  236. 

Salisburia  adiantifolia.  Autumn  tints, 
43. 

Salix  Caprea,  Tannin  reaction,  52. 

Salt  (table),  see  Sodium  chloride. 

Sambucus  nigra,  Cork  and  Phelloderm, 
152  (Fig.  59);  Lenticels,  154 
(Fig.  60). 

Scalariform  vessels,  in  Allium,  136 
(Fig.  53) ; Pteris,  145  (Fig.  57). 

Scales  ol  Marchantia,  194.  See  also 
Hairs. 

Scalpel,  xxiii. 

Schizogenous  intercellular  spaces,  see 
Intercellular  spaces. 

Schizomycetes,  221.  See  Bacteria. 

Schizophyceje,  219. 

Schizophyta,  217,  234. 

Schultze’s  Macerating  Mixture,  Use 
of,  112,  129,  155. 

Scissors,  dissecting,  xxiii. 

Sclerenchyma,  47  (Fig.  22),  53,  84,  91, 
147,  149,  152,  165,  347,  349. 

Scolopendrmm  vulgare,  structure  of 
leaf,  287  (Fig.  96) ; sort,  288  (Fig. 
96)  ; sporangia,  289  (Fig.  96). 

Scot zonera  hispanica.  Latex-system  of, 
104  (Fig.  45*). 

Scotch  fir,  see  Pinus  sylvestris. 

Scutellum,  346  c. 

Sections,  Preparation  of,  16,  55. 

,,  of  very  thin  objects.  See  Celloi- 
din,  Glycerine-gum,  Elder-pith, 
Cork,  Lime-wood,  Poplar-wood, 
Sunflower-pith. 

„ To  cut,  16,  55,  62,  63,  307  ; curl- 
ing of,  17  ; how  to  lift,  17 ; to 
mount,  20 ; to  make  trans- 
parent, 172 ; to  restore  when 
too  transparent,  172, 
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Seed,  Structure  of,  in  AUsma  Plan- 
tago,  343  (Fig.  112) ; Capsella 
Bursa-  pastoris,  338  (Fig.  Ill)  ; 
Picea  vulgaris,  309  (Fig,  103)  ; 
Prunus  dovio.stica,  348 ; Pgrus 
communis,  350;  Triticum  durum, 
19  (Fig.  11). 

,,  Methods  of  investigation,  338. 

Seeds,  Starch  in,  10  ; aleurone  in,  IG. 
„ Pea,  16  (Fig.  10) ; Wheat,  19  (Fig. 
11)  ; Lupine,  24;  Castor-oil,  25 
(Fig.  14) ; Brazil-nut,  26 ; Or- 
nithogalum,  53  (Fig.  25);  Date, 
54. 

,,  Albuminous,  346;  exalbuminous^ 
339. 

Selaginella  Martensii,  Sporangia,  297 ; 
spores,  297 ; vegetative  struc- 
ture, 296. 

Serum  of  blood.  Use  of,  241. 

Seta  of  Moss,  280. 

Sheath,  Vascular-bundle,  84. 

Shellac,  in  absolute  alcohol,  Use  of, 
365. 

Sliepherdia  Canadensis,  Scale-hairs,  73 
(Fig.  34). 

Sieve-areas,  120  (Figs.  49,  50),  132 
(Fig.  52). 

Sieve-pits,  107,  122,  148. 

Sieve-i^lates,  91,  107,  131  (Fig.  52), 
147. 

Sieve-tubes  of  Aristolochia,  107 ; Cu- 
curbita  Pepo,  131  (Fig.  52) ; 
Lycopodium  complanatxim,  149; 
Pinus  sylvestris,  122  (Figs.  49, 
50) ; Pteris,  146 ; Tilia  parvi- 
folia,  126  ; Zea  Blais,  87. 

„ callus,  91 ; development  of,  109, 
121  (Fig.  50),  134  (Fig.  52); 
staining  of,  91,  121. 

,,  contents,  134, 137,  138. 

Siphonese,  250. 

Slime,  see  Mucus,  Mucilage. 

Soda,  Caustic,  Use  of,  48. 

Sodium  chloride.  Use  of,  208. 

,,  sulphite.  Use  of,  232. 

Solanum  tuberosum  (Potato),  Starch  in 
tuber,  4 (Fig.  3) ; disease  of, 
259. 

Sori,  indusiate,  287,  289  (Fig.  96) ; 
naked,  290. 


Spermatia,  olZEcidium  Berberidis,  264*^ 
Anaptychia  ciliaris,  271. 

Spermatic  nucleus,  332. 

Spermatozoids  of  Blarchantia,  274 ; 
Blnium,  278 ; Polypodium,  293  ; 
Vaucheria,  253. 

„ Stimulation  of,  in  Ferns,  294. 

Spermogones,  of  jEcidium,  262,  264 
(Fig.  90*^)  ; Anaptychia,  271 
(Fig.  93). 

Spermo-nucleus,  332. 

Sphffiro-crystals,  see  Inuline. 

,,  Calcium  phosi^hate,  60,  note  b. 

Sphagnum  acutifolium.  Structure  of. 

Spider-wort,  see  Tradescantia.  [193. 

Spindle-fibres,  363. 

Spindle-tree,  see  Euonymus. 

Spiral-vessels,  80,  85,  136 ; see  Vas- 
cular bundles. 

Spirillum  dentium,  232. 

Spirochcete  plicatilis,  231  (Fig.  84). 

Spirogyra,  Conjugation,  246. 

,,  majuscula  {S.  orthospira).  Cul- 
ture of,  207 ; Cell-structure  of, 
208  (Fig.  76).  [phyll. 

Spongy  parenchyma,  161.  See  Meso- 

Sporangia,  Structure  in  Aspidium 
Filix-mas,  289  ; Blucor  Blucedo, 
255;  Phytophthora,  258  (Fig. 
89)  ; Scolopendrium  vulgare, 
289  (Fig.  96)  ; Selaginella 
Blartensii,  297. 

Spores,  o^  JScidium,  263  (Fig.  90*) ; 
Anaptychia,  270  ; Bacteria,  223, 
239  (Fig.  85) ; Funaria,  285 
(Fig.  95  d)  ; Blarchantia,  277  ; 
Blnium,  283 ; Blorchella,  269 
(Fig.  92) ; Blucor,  255  ; Scolo- 
pendrium, 289  (Fig.  96) ; Selagi- 
nella, 297. 

,,  Ascospores,  of  Anaptychia,  270; 
Blorchella,  269  (Fig.  92) ; 
Penicillium,  261. 

,,  Basidiospores,  of  Agaricus,  268 
(Fig.  91*);  Penicillium,  260 
(Fig.  90) ; Bussula,  267  (Fig.  91). 

,,  Macrospores,  297 ; Microspores, 
297. 

,,  Swarm-spores,  of  Cladophora 
250  (Fig.  86), ; Vaucheria,  251 
(Fig.  87). 
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Spores,  Teleutospores,  of  Puccinia,  2C4’ 
(Fig.  90"). 

,,  Uredospores,  of  Puccinia,  264 
(Fig.  90*). 

,,  Zoospores,  see  Swarm-spores. 

,,  Zygospores,  of  Miicor,  256;  Spiro- 
gyra,  2i7. 

Sporidia,  of  Puccinia  graminis,  265. 
Sporogoniuiii,  of  Funaria,  285  (Fig. 
95  c,  d)  ; Marchantia  polymor- 
pha,  277  ; Miiium,  280. 

Staining  of  Bacteria,  229.  See  also 
binder  Object  to  be  stained ; 
also  Overstaining,  and  the 
different  staining  media. 
Double-staining,  235. 

Stamen,  of  Pinus  sylvestris,  299  (Fig. 

99)  r Angiosperms,  311. 
Staphylea,  Formation  of  pollen-tube 
in,  321. 

Starch-builders,  29,  44  (Fig.  21),  65, 
66.  See  also  Leucoplasts, 
Chlorophyll-bodies. 
Starch-grains,  East  Indian  arrowroot, 

11  (Fig.  5) ; West  Indian  arrow- 
root,  11 ; Bean,  10  (Fig.  4) ; in 
latex  of  Euphorbia  helioscopia, 

12  (Fig.  8) ; and  Euphorbia 
splendenSf  13  (Fig.  9) ; Iris 
gernianica,  44 ; Oat,  11  (Fig. 
7) ; Pea,  17  (Fig.  10)  ; Potato, 
25  (Fig.  3) ; Wheat,  11  (Fig.  6). 

,,  Compound,  9 ; semi-compound,  9. 
,,  Identification  in  small  quantity, 39. 
„ Lamination  of,  7 (Fig.  3). 

,,  Presence  in  chlorophyll  bodies,  39. 
,,  Delations  towards  heat,  14 ; 
Reagents, — Iodine,  13,  Potash, 
14,  39. 

,,  Swelling  of,  14,  39. 
Starch-mucilage,  see  Mucilage. 
Starch-sheath,  105. 

Stem,  Structure  of  in  Aristolochia 
Sipho,  104  (Fig.  46) ; Dracana 
rubra,  96  (Fig.  44)  ; Lycopodium 
complanatum,  149  (Fig.  58) ; 
Pinus  sylvestris,  114  (Figs.  46*, 
47,  48) ; Ranunculus  repcns,  100 
(Fig.i45);  Tilia  parvifolia,  125 
(Fig.  50**) ; Zea  Blais,  83  (Figs. 
40,41). 


Stereides,  Stereome,  see  Mechanical 
system. 

Sterigma,  of  JLcidium,  264  (Fig.  90*) ; 
Agaricus,2(jS  (Fig.  91*) ; Anap- 
tychia,  271  (Fig.  93)  ; Penicil- 
Imm,  260  (Fig.  90) ; Russula,  267 
(Fig.  91). 

Sterilising,  241. 

Stigma,  318,  322,  326. 

Stinging  hairs,  see  Hairs. 

Stinging  nettle,  see  Urtica  dioica. 

Stock,  Ten^week,  see  Blatthiola  annua. 

Stomata,  of  Aloe  nigricans,  Q7  (Fig.  ; 

'29);  Aneimia  fraxinifolia,  69 
(Fig.  30) ; Iris  florentina,  61 
(Fig.  27) ; Blnium  hornum,  284; 
Nerium  Oleander,  69  ; Ruta 
graveolens,  163  (Fig.  62) ; Tra- ' 
descantiavirginica,  65  (Fig.  28),; 
T.  zebrina,  66. 

,,  Accessory  cells,  66  (Fig.  28) ; 
guard-cells,  61  etseq.  (Figs.  27- 
30)  ; movements  of,  64. 

,,  Water,  in  Tropceolutn,  70  (Fig.  31). 

Stone  of  Plum,  347. 

Stone-cells,  of  Pear,  47  (Fig.  22).  See 
also  Sclerenchyma. 

Style,  322,  325. 

Suberin  reactions,  155.  [270. 

Sub-hymenial  layer,  267  (Figs.  91-93). 

Sugar,  Cane-sugar,  as  stimulus  for 
Spermatozoids  of  Moss,  295. 

Grape-sugar,  see  Glucose. 

,,  Identification  in  Beetroot,  45 , in 
Pear,  48. 

,,  reactions,  Barfoed’s,  49;  Feh- 
liug’s,  48. 

,,  solution,  Use  of,  34,  320. 

,,  ,,  3p.c.,Use  of,330,  333,  356. 

Sugar-cane,  see  Saccharum  officinarum. 

Sulphur,  in  cell-contents  of  Bacteria. 

SuliDhuric  acid.  Use  of,  54,  58,  68,  137, 
139,  193,  312,  318,  320  6,  371. 

Sundew,  see  Drosera. 

Sunflower-pith,  xxiii. ; to  obtain,  62. 

Suspensor,  309,  333. 

Suture,  323. 

Swarm-spores, of  Cladophora  glomerata, 
248  (Fig.  86)  ; Phytophthora, 
258  (Fig.  89);  Vaucheria  sessilis, 
250  (Fig.  87). 
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Sweet-flag,  see  Acorns  Calamus. 

Sweet-pea,  see  Lathyrus  odoratus. 

Swift  and  Son’s  microscopes,  xvi. 

Symbiosis,  202,  216. 

Synergidae,  see  Embryo-sac. 

Table,  Hot,  Ranvier’s,  15. 

Table,  Working,  Position  of,  xii. 

Tannin,  Presence  and  identification  in 
Oak-gall,  52 ; Willow  twigs,  52 ; 
Alder  twigs,  53. 

Tapetal  cells,  315  (Fig.  104). 

Taxus  baccata,  Aril,  304  ; male  flower, 
301;  female  flower,  302  (Fig. 
100);  pollen-grains,  301;  polli- 
nation, 304 ; structure  of  root, 
141  (Fig.  56). 

Teleutospores,  see  Spores. 

Testa,  structure  in  Capsella  Bursa- 
pastoris,  339  (Fig.  111). 

Test-objects,  214. 

Tetrarch  vascular  bundles  of  roots, 
185. 

Thallus  of  Anaptychia  ciliaris,  202; 
Marchantia  polymorpha,  194 ; 
Metzgeria  furcata,  197. 

Thickness,  Increase  fa ; Stem  of  Aris- 
tolochia  Sipho,  107  et  seq. ; 
Banunculus, 101,  105,  110,  120  ; 
root  of  Taxus  baccata,  142  ; see 
also  Pinus  sylvestris  and  Tilia 
europcea. 

,,  Abnormal  in  Draccena  Draco,  96. 

Thuja  occidentalis,  growing  apex  of 
root,  185  (Fig.  70). 

Tilia  parvifolia,  structure  of  stem, 
*125  (Fig.  .50**). 

Toadstool,  see  Amanita. 

Torenia  Asiatica,  fertilization,  334 
(Fig,  110). 

Torus,  see  Pits.  [114. 

Tracheides  (Hydroids),  58,  105,  113  b, 

Iradescantia  virginica,  movement  of 
protoplasm  in  staminal  hairs,  28 
(Fig.  15),  34,  37a  ; development 
of  pollen- grains,  316  (Fig.  105) ; 
of  pollen-tube,  321 ; stomata, 
65  (Fig.  28) ; cell  and  nuclear 
division,  356  (Fig.  113) ; direct 
nuclear  division,  369  (Fig.  116). 
,,  zebrina,  stomata,  66. 


Trama,  267. 

Transpiration  tissue,  167. 

Trianea  bogotensis,  rotation  in  root- 
hairs,  37a. 

Triarch  vascular  bundles  of  roots,  187. 

Trichomes,  see  Hairs,  Scales. 

Triticum  durum.  Starch  grains  in,  11 
(Fig.  6). 

,,  vulgare,  Aleurone  in,  19  (Fig.  11) ; 
structure  of  fruit  and  seed,  19 
(Fig.  11),  346  (Fig.  112  a);  ger- 
mination, 346  d. 

Tropceolum  majus,  colour-bodies  of 
flowers,  40  (Fig.  18) ; water- 
pores  (water-stomata),  70  (Fig. 
31). 

Tulipa,  development  of  pollen,  316. 

,,  Gesneriana,  ovary,  324. 

Unicellular  plants,  210,  221. 

Uredospores,  see  Spores. 

Urtica  dioica,  bristles,  78  (Fig.  35) ; 
stinging  hairs,  77  (Fig  35). 

Vaccination,  Theory  of,  231. 

Vacuole,  29. 

Vallecular  canal,  180. 

Vallisneria  spiralis.  Movement  of  pro- 
toplasm in  leaf,  36. 

Valve  (Frustule)  of  Diatomaceae,  210 
(Fig.  77).  [et  seq. 

Vascular  bundle  cylinder  in  roots,  183 
,,  Structure  in  leaf  of  Iris  fiorentina, 
93  (Fig.  42).  [Fig.  57). 

,,  in  petiole  of  Pteris  aquilina,  146 
,,  in  root  of  Acorus  Calamus,  138 
(Fig.  54);  Allium  Cepa,  136 
(Fig.  53);  Hordeum  vulgare, 
183;  Iris  fiorentina,  139  (Fig. 
55);  Panuncidus  repcns,  140; 
Taxus  baccata,  141  (Fig.  56). 

,,  in  stem  of  Aristolochia  Sipho,  104 
(Fig.  46) ; Chelidonium  majus, 
101;  Cucurbita  Pepo,  130; 
Dracana  rubra,  96  (Fig.  44) ; 
Pinus  sylvestris,  114;  Pteris 
aquilina,  145  ; Pamtnculus  re- 
pens, 100  (Fig.  45)  ; Tilia 
europaa,  126 ; Zea  Blais,  84 
(Figs.  40,  41). 

„ East  portion,  86  ; bicollateral 
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Yasculnr  bniiflle, — continued. 

bundles,  130  ; cauline  bundles, 
171;  closed  bundles,  83  etseq.-, 
collateral  bundles,  86,  180  ; 

common  bundles,  181 ; foliar 
bundles,  172  ; hadrome,  86 ; 
leptome,  86 ; mestome,  86  ; 
open  bundles,  100  et  seq.  ; 
phloem,  86  ; protophloem,  87, 
93  ; protoxylem,  86 ; vascular 
portion,  86  ; wood,  86  ; xylem, 
86. 

,,  Course  of  in  Equisetacece,  180 
(Fig.  68) ; terminations  of  in 
petals,  168. 

„ Staining,  89,  91,  93,  95.  See  also 
Corallin. 

Vaucheria  sessilis,  Fertilization  of, 
253;  multinuclear,  251 ; sexual 
organs,  252  (Fig.  88) ; swarm 
spores,  250  (Fig.  87). 

Vegetative  cell,  in  pollen-grain  of  Pinus, 
300  (Fig.  99) ; of  Tradescantia, 
318  (Fig.  105). 

Vein,  Use  of  term,  168. 

Vein-parenchyma,  168. 

Verhascum  niyrum,  cell-sap  in  petals, 
41,  74  ; hairs  of  corolla  and 
stamens,  74  ; vascular  bundle- 
ends  in  petals,  168. 

,,  thapsifurme,  hairs  on  leaves,  75. 

Verlck’s  microscopes,  xvii. 

Vessels,  85;  of  Cucurbita  Pepo,  130 
et  seq.  See  also  Vascular  bun- 
dle, Scalariform  vessels.  Spiral 
vessels,  Pitted  ducts,  Sieve- 
tubes,  Annular  vessels. 

Vesuvin,  Use  of,  229,  238. 

Vinca  major  and  V.  minor,  coloured 
sap  in  flower,  42  ; sclerenchyma 
fibres  in  stem,  53. 

Viola  tricolor-yrandijinra,  hairs  on 
petals,  74  (Fig.  33).  [36  a). 

,,  Glands  on  stipules,  82a, notec  (Fig. 

Virginian  creeper,  see  Ampelopsis. 

Wallflower,  see  Cheiranthus  Cheiri. 


Walnut,  see  Juglans  regia. 

Watch-glasses,  xxiii. 

Water,  Conduction  of,  168. 

Water-pores,  of  Tropccolam  majiis,  70. 

Water-stomata,  see  Water-pores. 

Wax,  Use  of,  to  close  preparations, 
367  ; relations  with  alcohol,  82. 

Wax-drops,  for  the  protection  of 
objects,  367. 

Wax-layer  in  Echeveria  glohosa,  81 ; 
Eucalyptus  globulus,  81  ; Iris 
Jlorentina,  61 ; Primus  domestica, 
347  ; Sacchurum  ojjicmaram,  81 
(Fig.  39). 

Wheat-grains,  see  Triticum. 

Willow  twigs.  Tannin  reaction,  see 
Salix. 

Wood,  to  cut  sections  of,  55. 

,,  Separation  of  elements  by  macera- 
tion, 112,  129  (Fig.  51),  155. 

,,  Structure  of,  in  AristolocMa  Sipho, 
104  (Fig.  46) ; Pinus  sylvesiris, 
114  (Fig.  46*);  Tiliaparvi folia, 
126  (Figs.  50**,  51) ; Zea  Maic, 
85  (Figs.  40,41).  See  also  Vas- 
cular bundle,  Xylem,  Lignin. 

Wood-parenchyma,  148. 

Xylem,  see  Wood,  Lignin,  Vascular 
bundle. 

Xylol,  Use  of,  230,  236. 

Yearly  rings,  115  (Fig.  46*),  125  (Fig. 
50**). 

Yeast,  see  Saccharomyces. 

Yew,  see  Taxus  baccata. 

Yucca,  Pistil  of,  325. 

Zea  Mais,  sti’ucture  of  vascular 
bundles,  83  (Figs.  40,  41). 

Zeiss’s  microscopes,  xvi.,  2 (Fig.  2), 
224  (Fig.  83). 

Zooglcea,  222,  237  (Fig.  85  a). 

Zoospores,  see  Swarm-spores. 

Zygnema,  247. 

Zygospore,  of  Mucor  Macedo,  256  ; 
Spirogyra,  2i7;  Vaucheria,  254. 

Zygote,  see  Zygospore. 


Butler  A Tuiiuor,  The  SelwooJ  rriiiUug  Works,  Froine,  aud  Loudon. 
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SOME  NEW  SCIENTIFIC  BOOKS 

PUBLISHED  BY  SWAN  SONNENSCHEIN  & CO-' 


PRANTL-VINES’  BOTANY. 
ELEMENTARY  TEXT-BOOK  OF  BOTANY.  By 

Profs.  W.  Fb.\ntl  and  Sydney  H.  Vines,  D.Sc.,  M.A.,  Fellow  and  Lecturer 
of  Christ’s  College,  Cambridge.  Illustrated  by  275  woodcuts.  Demy 
8vo,  cloth,  9s.  Fifth  Edition. 

“ It  is  with  a safe  conscience  that  we  commend  it  as  the  best  book  in  the 
English  language.” — Nature. 

This  day,  with  100  Woodcuts  and  50  Diagrams,  6s. 

LIFE  HISTORIES  OF  PLANTS.  With  an  Intro- 

ductory  Section  on  the  Comparative  Study  of  Plants  and  Animals.  By 
Prof.  D.  Me  Alpine. 


ALPINE  PLANTS. 

ALjPINE  plants.  Painted  from  Nature,  by  J.  Seboth, 
with  an  Introduction  on  the  Cultivation  of  Alpine  Plants  in  the  plane,  and 
descriptive  text  of  each  plate,  by  A.  W.  Bennett,  M.A.,  B.Sc.  4 vols.,  each 
with  100  coloured  plates.  Super-royal  16mo,  half  Persian,  gilt  tops, 
each  25s. 

AN  ALPINE  FLORA  : a Handy  Book  for  Botanists 

and  Travellers.  By  A.  W.  Bennett,  M.A.,  B.Sc.  Pocket  size,  on  very 
thin,  opaque  paper,  5s. 


CLAUS-SEDGWICK’S  ZOOLOGY. 
ELEMENTARY  TEXT-BOOK  OF  ZOOLOGY.  By 


Prof.  W.  Claus,  edited  by  Adam  Sedgwick,  M.A.,  Fellow  and  Lecturer  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  assisted  by  F.  G.  Heathcote,  B.A.,  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge.  Illustrated  by  706  woodcuts.  In  Two  parts.  Demy 


8vo,  cloth. 

Part  I.  Protozoa  to  Insecta,  21s. 

“A  thoroughly  trustworthy  and 
serviceable  book.  The  70  beautifully 
clear  and  most  judiciously  selected 
woodcuts  enhance  its  value  incalcul- 
ably, and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
it  will  be  universally  adopted  as  an 
elementary  text-book. ’ ’ — A thenceum. 


Second  Edition, 

Part  II.  Mollusca  to  Man,  16s. 

“The  exhaustively  minute  and  well- 
arranged  treatment,  aided  by  diagrams 
and  illustrations  of  wonderful  clear- 
ness, at  once  command  for  this  book 
its  proper  place  as  our  leading  text- 
book of  zoology.” — Glasgow  Herald. 


KIRBY’S  ENTOMOLOGY. 

ELEMENTARY  TEXT-BOOK  OF  ENTOMOLOGY. 

By  W.  F.  Kirby,  of  the  Natural  History  Department,  British  Museum. 
Illustrated  by  several  hundred  woodcuts.  Sq.  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  15s. 


“ It  is,  in  fact,  a succinct  Encyclopiedia  of  the  subject.  Plain  and  perspicuous 
in  language,  and  profusely  illustrated,  the  insect  must  be  a rare  one  indeed 
whose  genus— and  perhaps  even  whose  species — the  reader  fails  to  determine 
without  diliiculty.  . . . The  woodcuts  are  so  admirable  as  almost  to  cheat 

the  eye  familiar  with  the  objects  presented  into  the  belief  that  it  is  gazing  upon 
the  colours  which  it  knows  so  well.  . . . Advanced  entomologists  will  obtain 
Mr. Kirby’s  fine  volume  as  a handy  book  of  reference;  the  student  will  buy  it  as 
an  excellent  introduction  to  the  science,  and  as  an  absolutely  trustworthy  text- 
book.” — Knowledge. 

SWAN  SONNENSCHEIN  & CO.,  Paternoster  Square. 


SOME  NEW  SCIENTIFIC  BOOKS 

PUBLISHED  BY  SWAN  SONNENSCHEIN  & CO. 


THE  MICROSCOPE. 

THE  MICROSCOPE : Theory  and  Practice.  By  Prof. 

C.  Nakgeli  and  Prof.  S.  Schwendener.  With  about  300  woodcuts.  Demy 
8vo,  cloth,  21s. 

RAMSAY’S  CLIMATE. 

A BIBLIOGRAPHY,  GUIDE,  AND  INDEX  TO 

Climate.  By  Alex.  Bamsay,  F.G.S.  With  a few  woodcuts.  Demy  8vo, 
cloth,  10s. 

“ This  volume  tabulates  a vast  mass  of  interesting  and  valuable  matter  bear- 
ing upon  meteorology.  Great  research  is  exhibited  in  the  book.” — Times. 

FOURTH  DIMENSION  TRACTS. 

By  C.  HOWAED  HINTON,  M.A. 

8vo,  illustrated,  each  Is. ; or  in  one  vol.  bound  as  “ Scientific  Bomances,”  6s. 

GHOSTS  EXPLAINED. 

1.  WHAT  is  the  FOURTH  DIMENSION?  By 

C.  H.  Hinton,  B.A.  Second  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  Is. 

“ A short  treatise  of  admirable  clearness.  . . . Mr.  Hinton  brings  us, 

panting  but  delighted,  to  at  least  a momentary  faith  in  the  Fourth  Dimension  ; 
and  upon  the  eye  of  this  faith  there  opens  a vista  of  interesting  problems.  . . . 
His  pamphlet  exhibits  a boldness  of  speculation  and  a power  of  conceiving  and 
expressing  even  the  inconceivable,  which  rouses  one’s  faculties  like  a tonic.” — 
Fall  Mall  Gazette. 

THE  MYSTEBY  OF  PLEASUBE  AND  PAIN. 

2.  The  PERSIAN  KING ; or,  the  Law  of  the  Valley. 

By  C.  H.  Hinton,  B.A.  Crown  8vo,  Is. 

A very  suggestive  and  well-written  speculation  by  the  inheritor  of  an 
honoured  name,” — Mind. 

“ Will  arrest  the  attention  of  the  reader  at  once.” — Knowledge. 

3.  CASTING  OUT  the  SELF.  Crown  8vo,  le. 

4.  A PLANE  WORLD.  Crown  8vo,  l-s. 

5.  A PICTURE  of  OUR  UNIVERSE. 

Crown  8vo,  Is. 

ESPIN’S  STAB  ATLAS. 

A STAR  ATLAS.  By  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Espin.  With 

12  Simple  Star  Maps.  4to,  cloth,  !.■)'.  6d. 

“ We  would  advise  those  who  desire  to  gain  some  knowledge  of  the  wonders 
and  beauties  of  the  heavens  to  begin  their  studies  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Espiu’s 
Star  Atlas.” — Field. 

SIB  GEOBGE  COX’S  LITTLE  CYCLOPAEDIA. 

The  LITTLE  CYCLOPAEDIA  of  COMMON  THINGS. 

By  Sir  Geo.  W.  Cox,  Bart.,  M.A.  Illustrated.  Demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt.  7s.  6d, 

Seventh  Edition.  ■ 

“ Has  deservedly  reached  a third  edition.  For  handy  reference  and  infor- 
mation on  subjects  of  common  interest,  it  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  big  encyclo- 
piedias.  You  get  an  explanation,  for  example,  concerning  the  raw  materials 
and  i:>roducts  of  manufacture,  the  practical  applications  of  science,  and  the  pjaiu 
facts  of  natural  history',  chemistry,  and  most  other  departments  of  knowledge, 
within  brief  compass.  . . . The  numerous  illustrations  are  often  a material 

help  in  clearing  away  difficulties  and  misapprehensions  th.at  widely  prevail  with 
regard  to  common  things.  The  volume  has  also  the  important  recommendation 
of  being  remarkably  cheap.” — Scotsman. 

SWAN  SONNENSCHEIN  & CO..  Paternoster  Square. 
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